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650 

Chint Ram Thapar 





521 

662 

Dey : Datt y M. ; 





541 

696 

Dyai Singh ... 




*«• 


687 

Oanga Singh, Zamindar & others 



548 

705 

Qlm Siogb^ frait-sell« 



'»•« 

••• 

531 

683 

Gopal Das 


' ' ' 

•#<« 

• •• 

537 

678 

Gur, Deft. 


' »«« 

••• 

««• 

544 

702 

Hnkum Singh & others 

e«* 

• «» 


545 

703 

Bara. Siagh 


«•« 

••• 

•*« 

549 

706 

Hari Chand, watch-maker 




528 

679 

Harnam Das ... 

»*• 


• 

.. . ••• 

532 


HariiaiB Singli & others 




.545 

70.8 

Indar Singh, Student 

•** , 



♦ »* 

538 


Kaka Ram .» 

4«e 

«ee . 

• •• 

• •• , 

540 

670 

Kushabi Ram Varma 





523 

Lachhman Das 


« «• 

•4* 

. «#* 

536 

688 

Nathal Rhan ... 





529 

680 

Npor*ud-din, Hakim 


«« > 



518 

654 

Fyar Singh ». 


ft# 


tff 

546 

703 



COitTBHTS. 


JJxii 


Statemukt No, Pags Ko. 


Ram D#S8 Chboltra, Bar.at*l4iw 

««# 


.'iao 

{60 

Bam Dj^ti Malh^ 


, = . 


6S-I 

Bam Iiok «•« »<>« > ; 


.MS' 

5;jL) 

693 

Bam Baklia •«« •«« 

*«• 

r«. 

£33 

685 

Baliit)' Sio^li ' ««« »«« 

«*• 

»»« , 

.£37 

690 

Sant Siogb, Sardar, Yakil 

... 

f#* ■ ■" ■ 

516 

635 

Sant Singh others 

..it* 

mat 

548 

705 

Sham Singh, Zamindar <fe othexs 

#00 

*•* 

548 

705 

Bobha Singh, & others 

Ml. 

•#» 

645 

703 

Sohan Xial, Contractor*.. 


««#: ' " 

526 

676 

Vaishnu Daa, OoldsnsUb 

**• : " 

A»«t 

526 

674 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS. 



Amritsar. 




Kitohlew (Dr.) 

f.w ■ 


550 

709 

Satyapal (Dr.) ... • ... 

«»• 

... 

651- 

715 

Labor. 

b" ■ 

»• » 




Dnni Chand 

« * • 


553 

7.31 

Gowardhan Dass 

»mm. 


555 

760 

HarkisLan Lai*.* 

#'•«' ■■ 


.552 

727 

Lai Sing Sabota 


... 

561 

783 

List of Persons arrested and released without 

trial 

562 

4 Sti 

Margbnb Ahmed 

' 


859 

779 

Nanak Chand 



558 

775 

Narendra Nath ( Eaja ) ... 



556 

763 

Obhard ... •*« ««« 

« * 


560 

781 

Eambhnj Butt Ohowdhari 


♦»» 

554 

737 

Santanam K, ... 



557 

766 

Kasur 




Ghttlam Mnhayyad Din Khan ... 



663 

788 

Qujranwala. 




AmarNath 

.w. «»« ,,, 


■ •ms'#" . 

566 

836 

lUbh Singh 



564 

793 


am7um%, 


.cxii 


ST4T1M1NT lo« Pies No. 


Maiig?il Sen •« , ' ; «« ' 

' a.9 

mm 

565 

808 

,, Meift. Mttiii «#0' «»it 

■ , 

, mm 

5G'. 

812 

lotice iiadtr Marital L?iw Biil© No 2 

»•« 


568 

847 

Sangla Hill. 




Bhau Singh Sakha Singh 



569 

848 

Harigh Cliftiidra Tarma ■, 



570 

849 

tlafizabad. 




Qnrdas Earn Anand 


»oe 

571 

851 

Manianwaia.'-^ Neighbouring Places. 


Allaii Ditta'Warfam , 

... 

e«* 

583 

867 

Allah'.: Jawal', wife of Biilaocia ' .«• 

... 


§Sl 

866 

Ainokk Earn Ganga Ram 

« 9 . 


: 592 

874 

Atar Singh 

.... ■ ' ' 

*•» ' . 

677 

863 

: ;Aiilokh 'Blbi , wtf^ of , Bahawal Jat- ■ . ■ 


'■ ... 

582 

867 

Baboo Hasan Muhammad Hakim 

■ »■** , 


58G 

869 

Sa'Eal:SlBgl;;:/^v.*^ 

; «« 

... 

610 

■ ■ :8S77 

BegEm^wife (>f:;Sto ' ^ 'f: 

r:... ' 

%»# 

:581 

866 

Bhag Singh ... ... 


' "..*!**; 

■:v: 576;:;: 

:863::' 

Bhagatgingh & other ... ... 





Bhagat Singh Kharak Singh ' ^ 

... 


593 

874 

BndM widow of Faqirla 



:581 

86G 

Chanda Singh ... ... '■ 



,601 

881 

Daya Earn ... ... ... 

' ' « « 

... 

598 

877 

Dharam Kanr widO'W of Karamchand ■' 

.«Si' 

.8® : 

582 

:■ 867 

Dharaiii Kaar widow of Ganda ... 



' "581''' 

866 

.Fateh Bibi wife of Sadhi ... ■ 

... 


^ 581 

866 

Fazal.»«» «•« ' ®«e »»• 


: , > W »■ 

607 

886 

Ganda'SIngh 



589 

871 

Gokal Chand . ... , ■ ... ' ^ ■ 

... 


598 

878 

,G:Dpai„Dass''.Eam Rafcha Mall ■ ■ ... 

. '.e ' . 

« * a 

588 : 

870 

Giire!iam.'Sifigh ... ■ 



;574'V 

859 

Garde?! widow of 'Mangal Jat 

... 

«««•■ 

582 

:47;:1g64 

Hakim Bib! wife of Allah 


' ■' ..e» 

581 

866 

Hakim BIM wife of Umra 

• f * ' ' ' 

.a*; 

581 

866 

Hasham Imam Bakhsh ' «*. ,, , - 


«a» 

584 

S67 


-■rmm 

0<t>M 

887 

869 


colii^ira. 


tai? 


Hussain Bibi ..u 9«a . ' •«» 

ladat Kmr Bibi wife of Bir Siogii 
Ishar Siagh •M ' ««* 

Jliatan wife of Haji 
Jiwan widow of Buiaqi 
::Jiwaii' wife of Manga 
Jiwan Mai »«>«) 

Karam Bibi widow of Lain 
Earam Singh m& ®o® oo« ■ 

Kesay Singb **« «« «»« 

Lehna Singh 

Mai’Gaban ‘ »«» 

Malan wife of Ladha ... 

Manda Khan Jhanda Khan 
Mandan wife of Umra 
Miran wife of Jhanda ••• 

Muhammad Bibi 

Mul Haj Raila Bam »•« ••• 

Hand Kaur wife of Atar Singh 
Nawab Din ... ... 

Nizam Din ••• ' ' ' 

Panjab Singh «.» 

Paras' Ram Sheo Lai ... • ... 

Prem Kaur widow of Anand #•« 
Prem Kaur widow of Rafan Ohaud 
Qalim Ali Atar Beg ... ... 

Rahmat Bibi wife of Mahna 
Sardar Khan Mahee Jat 
Shah Muhammad ••• 

Sharam Singh... 

Salakhan Sigh «.«, ■ ... 

Sander Singh Eharak Singh ... 

Sander Singh Wadhawa Sidgh ... 

Taban wife of Jawinda 
Taban widow of Waliya 
Thra Singh .... 

Tara Singh 
Teja Singh , ... 

Hmran widow of Allah Ditta ... 


STA'fHMKrC No. WGlt Xu, 



... 

58:1 

8G7 

... 


5S2 

8G7 

»4n» 


608 

S85 

o*. 

«•* 

581 

8Ct> 

• 0» 


58! 

866 


»a» 

S31 

^06 


»*» 

59? 

87? 


a** 

581 

866 

««• 

a#i» 

6U4 

884 

««is 

. .««■ 

599 

878 

«•« 


579 

865 

' ... , 

. •.«. ■ 

585 

8G8 

«.« 

' ' • • • 

581 

866 




673 

859 

... 

mm 

581 

866 


««W ' 

581 

866 


, , 

582 

867 

... ' 

■■ ■ . .#'# 

595 

876 



582 

867 

... 

••t 

578 

864 

..a 

... 

6':8 

888 

^ ... ' ' ' 

' ' .«#■■ : 

602 

882 

... 

. *e. 

590 

872 


■ »•• •■ 

581 

■SGC 


•** 

681 

86l.i 

»« « ♦ 

... 

r>3d 

«0.S' 

'« <» 


581 

86C 

-««« 

«•« 

591 

872 

... : 

... 

603 

883 


•at 

600 

879 

' .♦.a 


605 

8S4 



594 

875 

»«a 


38l 

8G8 

.... 

### . 

581 

866 

».« 

«4«f 

581. 

SHU 

... 


575 

sao 



589 

87J 

•#» 


580 

865 

««» 


581 

866 


Urn ran wilVi oi rnaai ^ 
IJi/iraQ wiiiavv of 'Faial Din 
Daraii wii« nf TjabEti**® 
Dmra'n widcr.v of it'ilina 
Umraii of Wadliawa 

Wmw» Siiign 


Nawan Find. 


Asa Singh ,« 

'..■.ASC)' #«■* ^ ■*♦*. ' , ■ '• 

Bishan Singli >• ... . 

Boot* Singh ... 

Hari Singh ^ 

Hira Singh 
Jiwan Singh 
Jwali... 

Khnahal Singh ... 

Kishaii Chand , ... 
Hand Singh 

{JSindi ; ;■:"••• • ' 

Bohan Singh a«« ' ' ", «»« ■ ■ ■■ 

;; '.Siiraln' Bln'gli" '*,* 

: 'inf »in Blnghv Snndar "'Singh: 
Wathen O'. A, 

' OMMgb Din ... 

" Qoolam'Shali' ' 

Mar 6 opal ... •»» . 

Ishar Das BSk4>e 

" Kirpa Ram WAS. »•*' 
Kisaiaa Lal_ 

Mnhamiaad Bin 
Enai Chnrd Taiidan «« 


najrat. 


.hit} S. •“ 

Abdul Eahman 
Ahnwd Die uod o^bet 


Jalalp«r Jsttftn 


Maiakwat 


.581 

866 

.583 

867 

S81 

866 

.581 

866 

582 

867: 

609 

886 

617 

894 

625 

900 

612 

893 

622 

898 

624 

99 

618 

895 

623 

898 

620 

::rf896’ 

611 

r ;' : ^888 

6l9 

896 

621 

897 

616 

':-:v'893; 

615 


■7623.f;7 


614 

892 



OOKTAHVB. 


xxvi 


BiAfMUfrf Nf Pa«» Ko 


Diwan Chaiid*„ 

■ ■ «« ■ 


/1 13 

;v'>' 

facial Karim and others 

«## 



n^'f) 

Ganga Bam 

# a 


f.:i.. 


Ghalam Muhammad ,,, ■ 


■ 

fits 


Ishar : Singh ■«« •*« . . . 



fiifi 

m 

efagan ^atih »$& »«» so^i 




a-di 

•Manoo Earn ■ 

»»« 

mn 

f)f!; 

03S 

Mot! Ram «** ■ 

»«« 


r.:j8 

0!i4 

Nasir-nddin «• ■ •«. 

«•« 


63.^ 


Sant Hiaui o#® «»» ■ . »«» 

■ <*•!« 


837 

323 

Sifa Ram -*# •.* 


•m 

647 

929 

Thakar Bas 


mm 

640 

924 

Tnlsi Das .«• 

' mi». ^ 


614 

927 

' ; Juilundur. • : . 




Bhagat Ram (Hon’bie Raizada) ••• 



650 

931 

Statements. 



Bodh Eaj of Lyallpur ... 



517 A ' 

938 

Ganhar Singh of Sheikhapti^^^ 



48S 4 

937 

Gppal Lai of Akalgarh... ~. 



310 A 

836 

Hakatn Singh and others of Lyallpnr 

«»* 

*#« 

515 A 

945 

Jairam and other ... m. 



478 A 

936 

Khusfaabi Bam of Lyallpur 

««« 

*♦# 

533 A 

314 

Vshnak Bai of Sheikhnpnra 

oee 


4fcS A 

937 

Jhando of Kasnr ... ... 

»e» 

#«» 

%79 B 

372-6 

Mahammad Anwar-of Kasnr «. 


, ®»<3 

230 

350 

Niaam Din of Kasnr ... .« 

«MS. ., 

e*e 

262 

363 

Martial Law Notice No. 7 , Gnjranwala 


*e* 

307 

420-9 


27. B i— Siatemeaia of Se^a Ram Siagh^ Kat«r ) and Maagai Singh 
(Qajrahwaia } are not printed. 


AMRITSAR. 



Statement of Mr. Girdhari Lai. Deputy Chairman^ 
' The .Punjab Chamber of Commerce, and Ma^iaging Diretior^ 

, The Amritsar Plour and General Mills Company^ 
Dimitedf Chattiwlnd Gate, Afnriisar* 


I reached Amritsar by Oalcntta Mail from Gawnpore on lltb 
April 1919 about 11-30 a. m* In the train at Amballa station, early 
in the morning, a friend of mine, Mr. Vidya Dhar, informed me of 
some serions trouble there. This was confirmed by the Railway staff 
all along the line, but no details were avjulable. At Manawala, the. 
mail was held up for some minutes and then started again. From 
and on the canal bridge near Amritsar, I saw batches of policemen 
guarding the Railway lines. When the train steamed into the station 
here, the whole place looked like a regular Military post, with 
soldiers and guns scattered all over. The military consisied of 
Europeans, Baluchees and Gurkhas. On the main down platform, I 
saw a long armoured train. Some persons on the station, whom ] 
knew, wanted to tell me all about what had happened, but could not 
talk freely, through fear. No coolie or conveyance of any kind 
was to be had. Just as I came out of the platform, Sardar Bikram 
Singh met me, and advised me either to go back where I had come 
from, or not to enter the city in any case. Being extremely 
nervous, as it appeared to me, he did not talk to me long. 

By the kindness of a Railway servant, after waiting for 20 
minutes, with great difficulty, I got a coolie to carry my luggage 
as far as the Golden Temple. At the foot bridge there was a guard 
of some European soldiers, who would not let any one enter the city 
■without searching all things thoroughly. Sticks of all kinds were 
taken away from every one. After a thorough overhauling of all my 
"things I. was, allowed to proceed' further. No one was , .permitted to 
go over the carriage bridge. This continued for days, till the 15th 
April probably. At every step outside the city, one could see 
nothing but only Military or police at short distance.s with rifles 
and bayonets. Not a single policeman was to be seen on duty any** 
where within the city. ' : TMs state, of affairs lasted till the 14th or' 
15th April. The first thing that struck me immediately on entering 
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the city was the stoppage of water supply coiiipletoly* ThiS’' 
ooBtiBaed till’ the 15th or 16th April. Later in the eTening, I fonncl 
the electric connection all over the.city, proper also cut off. To the 
test of my rnemory, this inconvenience also lasted at least up to 18 th^ 
or 19th April, if not later. While proceeding to the' Golden Temple- 
I saw mark's of violence. Telegraph wires were cut, some biiildingg 
were bnrBt. Although shops were closed, the city was quiet, bat 
every person looked depressed and terrified. 

I have BO personal knowledge of what happened on the 10th 
of April 1919, as I was away,bnt from careful enquiries made after 
my return from various persons, I have ascertained the following 
facts : — ’ 

About 10 a. m., Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal were sent for by 
the Deputy Commissioner. I am also informed that, prior to this, 
m informal sort of a conference took place, of all or most of the 
important Europeans of the town, at the Deputy CoramissionerV 
bungiow or at some other place, in which Europeans, having 
business in the city, were asked to go with revolvers, which every 
one did, as is apparent from the fact that Mr. Stewart and others 
had revolvers in their trouser pockets. Hans Eaj went with Doctor 
Kitchlew to the Deputy Commissioner’s Bungiow, where a motor 
car, with Mr. Rehill, Superintendent Police, and armed soldiers in 
it, was ready. The Deputy Commissioner told both Dociois 
Kitchlew and Satyapal that he had orders to deport them. They 
were not told where to. Each wrote a letter of farewell to his 
people. About an hour after, Hans Raj ( who became an approver 
and gave evidence in the Amritsar conspiracy case ) was given 
permission to leiurn to the city. He delivered the respective 
fetters and took round Lala Mani Ram, father of Doctor Satyapal,. 
in a second class hackney carriage through some of the bazars, and 
went on asking people to close their shops, and to go and see the 
Deputy Commissioner, and to pray for the release of the deported 
leaders. The whole city went into jS'ariai almost immediately. 
People began to form into groups, which soon became a mob, and 
began to flock towards the Hall Gate side, with the intention of 
approaching the Deputy Commissioner with their request. The 
authorities had made their arrangements, before the depoTtation 
order was served'upon Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal, but about ihis 
time, when the people were collecting in the bazars, the police in 
the Kotwali telephoned to Mr. Plomer, as to what was happening 
in the city. Mr. Plomer; Deputy Superintendent Police, came 
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ridiDg witli the mounted soldiers, with fixed bayonets and withf. 
Messrs. Connor (F. C. S0> (L 0. S.), Seymore "(P. C. S.)- 

and Lala Kundan Lai, and took his position at the lamp post at the* 
foot of the carriage over-bridge. Then a crowd of people with 
bare heads, without any sticks or any other weapon of any kind, 
came on to the carriage bridge from the Lohgarh, us well as Hall 
gate sides. The latter crowd passed through Hall bazar and did 
not molest or ill treat or threaten any of the Europeans in Hall 
Bazar. Kor did they damage any property at that time. On 
coming to the carriage bridge, some one in the crowd said to the 
force at the lamp post, that they wanted to go to the Deputy 
Commissioner with their (fariad) petition, asking for the release of 
the leaders arrested, as they had committed no crime. No reply 
was given, but the people were only asked to disperse, and either 
Mr. Plomer or Mr. Seymore began to abuse all present, and lash 
them with a hunting crop. The crowd insisted on proceeding to the 
Deputy Commissioner, and Mr. Plomer’s party receded gradually 
towards the Railway Station Road on the Civil Station side. The 
crowd pressed on. When Mr. Plomer’s party got at the end of the 
over-bridge, near the foot bridge, in front of Madan’s shop, the 
first volley was fired into the crowd, and some persons were hit, 
out of which two or three died at once. Some say that Mr. Plomer 
gave the order to fire, others mention Mr. Becket’s or Mr, Seymore’s 
name in this connection. Mr. Plomer and party receded farther 
back towards Court Road, and when a part of the mob collected 
together to look after their wounded, another volley was fired from 
the square near Rai Bahadur Gagar MaPs well, and more people 
got hurt. Then the crowd ran back to the city. Some of them 
who kept behind to remove dead bodies and wounded persons, took 
them and placed them in the Hall Bazar, near the main Masjid, 
The sight of the mutilated bodies of the dead persons enraged the 
people, who formed into a crowd again, picking up whatever they 
could lay their bands on, like sticks and dandas, (staffs) wooden logs 
and firewood pieces etc., and began to advance towards the bridge 
again. Most of the people from the Hall Gate side went up the 
carriage bridge, and those from the Lohgarh side went up the foot 
bridge, and some of them towards the railway station. 

In the meanwhile, the Deputy Commissioner and the people in 
the District Courts got news of the first firing, and of the presence 
of crowds of people, and they came near Madan’s shop. Some 
lawyers also volunteered and asked the permission of the Deputy 
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Commissioner to try and, pacify, the people, which was readily 
giwen. Then Messrs* GnrdiaT, Singh, Salaria, Behari Liil, 
Todar Mai and Ghulam 'Yasin, .all Barristers, and Messrs Maq- 
hoot D,U!ii-Chand m, a., -Kesho Rum, ' Jind others, all pleaders, 
also came' near M.adun’s shop. The Deputy Commissioner with 
■other ofScers and some 'soldiers went np the carriage liridge. At 
this time, a part of the crowd was seen going towards the station 
yard, and, apprehending dang'r, Mr. Plorner asked Mr. Ghnhim 
Yasiii and others to go there and try to disperse the crowds Mr. 
Yusin and the other persons, ajipealed to, at once proceeded to 
the station. On reaching the station, they were instrumental in 
getting the crowd out o£ the yard, after they had done some 
damage to the railway iron materials. Mr. Yasin and others 
came back to the i?ity side. Other lawyers, named above, managed 
to get the foot bridge also cleared, bat as soon as this w^as done, 
Mr. Plomer barricaded the bridge and stationed troops on the top 
of that bridge. Officials had also been divided by this time. Mr. 
Plomer w^as on the foot bridge, and others near the lamp post on 
the carriage bridge. Mr. Yasin and his companions were near 
the Telegraph Office, and with the co-operation of other friends, 
had cleared the foot bridge, when some 10 or 12 soldiers came 
from the fort side, and from within or near the Telegraph Office, 
fired a shot at the crowd. No Civil officer was wnth them. 
This incensed the people, who thought that even when they had 
come down the foot bridge, the firing was begun behind them and 
they were betrayed by their own men. Then the mob pushed 
towards the foot bridge again. Another volley w’^as fired from the 
footbridge, when some of the lawyers were still complaining to 
Mr. Plomer about the firing from the Telegraph Office side, and 
remonstrating with him to get back and not to excite the people 
any more. As their advice was not listened to, the lawyers, who 
were on the foot bridge, retired, finding that the situation was 
beyond their control. After the first firing, another part of the 
crowd began to rush towards the carriage bridge. Here, Messrs. 
Gurdial Singh Salarla and Maqbool Mahmood rushed to persuade 
the crowd to get back* They shouted out to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner and the officers not to fire, but to give them a little time to 
enable them to disperse the crowed. The Deputy Commissioner said 
all rights but just as they had succeeded in their attempt, one 
■or two persons in the' crowd threw stones, a piece of wood, or » 
■stick at the soldiers, and instantaneously, fire was opened. Mr. 
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Salaria aBcl; Hr. 'Mruibool, who %vcre in front of the crowd, w^rO" 
saved by the merest chance. About 20 died, and lO \o 15 wound- 
ed bodies wcro removed by the peojde, (the authorities rendering 
no lieijf) and placed in t He big Mosqiie in Hall Ihizar. A part of 
the iiiobj that laid seen the fearfully mutilated bodies of theh 
friends ami neiglsbours, lost all cuntrol, tit^d comniiUed acts of 
violence by burning some of the,, public buildings, looting 
Blink projfcrty, and murdering three Europeans in Hal! Bazar, . 
and one near the fort, and another in the Railway Yard, and also 
beating one European lady. I have hardly come across any 
man 131 Amntsar who does not strongly condemn every ore of 
ihestB acts, ?dr. Stewart and Mr. Thomson were my personal friends, 
and [ was shocked to hear of their sad end. Tiies-* acts of violence 
and lawlessness C(3ased by 4 30 p. m., and tljcreafter the city was 
absolutely quiet. Everyone in the city is of opinion that the 
police did Hut make the slightest attempt to pirevent the violence 
in the ciiy. There w'ere in the main Thdua about 80 to 100 
policemen fully armed, and also very near to the ]daccs of distur- 
bances. If they had only performed their duty, everything w^ould 
have been safe. Mian Ahmed Jan (L) S.F.) wms approacdied by 
S. Basant Singh of the National Bank of India for help, but he 
refused and did not give any assistance. I^liaii Ahmed Jan is said 
to have stated that Mr. BlahomeJ Ashraf, Inspector., ought to have 
taken steps to protect lives and property, and Mr. Ashraf replied 
that, when a senior officer was present, he could do nothing. 
As a matter of fact, there were some constables put in charge of 
the National Bank, and yet clothes and other s’uif were looted there 
in the evening. It is a matter of common knowledge in the city 
tliafc people were allowed to loot without any oj>])osilion on the 

of ;he consta!)les stationed iheia^ and that they could have 
p„. evented the looting of the National Banu. 

From the iOih down to the 14th, the city police remained 
eiinirely inact-ive. Tlie night patrol duty wa^ j)erformed by the 
people themselves voluntarily, for the pr.-tection of the city. 
Many of ibose volunteers belonged to respectable families and 
th(*y did their work very satisfactorily. No untoward event 
happened ami no offence reported during these four or five days. 
People w(Me naturally de[)re.ssed and, being helpless, were anxiously 
waiujfg fjr the aulhuriiies to redrt'ss their wrongs. 

On Ram Naomi day, the Deputy Commissioner is iiivitc<l by 
some of his friends to witness the show from the Allahabad Bank. 
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This lime also he came... Bespect' was shown to. liifii by the playing 
of God save the. King ’' by each band as it passed. People were 
shouting' most .cheeringly, ‘‘Gandhi M.aharajki Kitch'ewki 

Jai ”V Saiyapalkl Jai “ Kainchaudarki Jai It appears 
that .the Deputy CoiTimissioner did not like to hear these shouts and , 
felt uncomfortable, especially when the last batch in the procession 
of the Mahomedaii Yohinteers came up with a flag and began 
to clap and shjut* The Deputy Commissioner could not look on 
the scene without losing his balance and- said, “ Tiierc3 will soon be 
a row here”. It was apparent that he was burning with excitement. 
He went inside the Bank premises and was offered soda to drink, 
when even bis bands shook with excitement. Some say that the 
order to deport the leaders, Drs^ Satyapal and Kitclilcw, was 
brought from Lahore by CoL Smith OTernight on toe 9th April 
1919 ; others say that Col Smith saw the procession and got 
excited and is said to have asked the Deputy Gomnii sioner to 
deport Kitchlew and Satyapal at once, as the orders for their 
dep.)rtation had come. On the Deputy Commissioner not agreeing 
to do so, CoL Smiih went to Lahore, and brought a letter from 
the Lieut, (xovernor asking the Deputy Commissioner to deport 
both the leaders at once. In both statements, it is said that CoL 
Smith did go to Lahore about this matter, fie boasted of all this 
to a prominent Eais of the town. Col. Smith also expressed his 
views very strongly io people and even said that he vrould do all 
he could to see that the Congress was not held there. His remarks 
made to Dr. Fuira Mai very recently, are significant of the part 
played i^y CoL Smith in always advising the authorities to 
bombard t!ie town or to give the people another dose of sliooting*. ' 
On the xlth April 1919, people wanted to take all the dead 
bodies to he buried or burnt in procession at onetime, but Mr. 
Ghulam Yasin, Mr. ^laqbool and others brought news that the 
Military authorities would not allow more than four persons to go 
with each dead body No one beLeved them, but Messrs. Kesho 
Ram, MohcL 8adiq and others were asked to go to the authorities 
and obtain permission to perform the last ceremonies without any 
restrictaoiis, and to say that the, people would be back by four* 
The Deputy Commissioner agreed to the above, but asked for ad to 
return by 2 p. m., else, tliose found out of the City later than 
2 p. m. would be shot. Processions were carried in great en.bu- 
^siasm and all was finished by 1 p. m. Speeches to keep order were 
made by different persons at the burial grounds. About 4 p. m., 
I called at Laia Todar MaB's house to discuss with him the need 
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•of some efforis to be^ made for tbe'ending of ILirtaL 'There I found 
many geBtlemen sitting in co!3^ ali‘eady„ Lala Dholan Das 

was one of themV He stated^ called by the authorities 

at the Railway Station and told by them to request the public to 
open their shops. When Lala Dholan Das went to meet the 
officials, there were present in the refreshment room at the Railway 
Station, among others, Mr. Seymour, the Deputy Oommissioncr, the 
Commissioner and the D. I. G*. Police. AH were in excited temper, 
so much so, that Mr. Seymour is reported to have said that for 
every European life one thousand Indians will be sacrificed. 
Some one suggested the bombarding of the town, and Lala Dholan 
Das informed the officers, that if, in any way, any part of the Golden 
Temple was touched or damaged, there would be no end of trouble, 
as this temple was held scored all over the Punjib. In the meeting 
at Mr. Todar Mai’s place, nothing could be decided upon, as ali 
present expressed having no influence with the public in those days. 
Then all of us went to Dr. Bashir’s place, where a large crowd 
gathered and on account of feelings having been excited by the 
Speeches of Hans Raj and his followers, the majority was against 
the ending of Hartal, but as nothing definite could be settled, the 
meeting terminated. Later, Lala Dholan Das and myself made 
efforts till late in the night up to 2 a. to have the Katra opened^, 
but did not succeed. 

On the 3 2th, the funeral processions of persons, who had died 
of wounds caused by the firing at the bridges, passed in the streets 
followed by thousands of people* Just as people were returning 
from the burial grounds to the city, they were met outside the 
SultanwindGate by a strongforce of the Military and police with an. 
armoured car, and some ten or twelve persons were arrested and 
taken to the Kotwali (Police Station), but after being made to stand 
in the sun for hours were released. Later on in the day, Bugga was 
arrested with others, and then followed a quick succession of indis- 
criminate arrests of persons of all classes, which terrorised the 
whole city, as every one was in constant dread of being siezed 
upon for no reason or offence. To add to the anxieties of the people, 
numerons house searches, on the slightest pretext, were made all 
over the city. And the inmates of the houses, including ladies, 
were bullied and abused, and men were beaten and many 
humiliations practised. This continued from day today and greatly 
increased after the promulgation of Martial Law. The Police took 
every possible advantage of the situationand harrassed the public in 
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varion^ wajs« Daring these :dayS'y-'.wliienevcr the oHkials entered the 
town, they were aeeompanied by a larga' iiiimber of troops, which 
geared peeple away to their ho.nseg* I went roiirul to the house ol: 
liiila Diiiii Chaiuh M* a., and: others^ to induce them to ^uq the 
oftieialB.imd a&k them to adopt a eonci!iatory policy, Imfc none ?eii« 
inred to do go« On the 12ih Apri!, in the evening, I heard that a 
ttiectiiig had been held at Dh.ab Khalikaii by Hans KaJ, and it 
was Eisiiom.ced atihat meeting by Hans Raj, lliat anoilier meeting 
wonkl be hdd cn, . the 1 Eth Ajiil, J 9D*h in Jaliiainvahi Garden 
Eiider the ehaiiiiiiiiifcliip ot Lala KaiihyaXaL 

On the iJRIi April, about 12- o’clock^ when I was at the house 
of t 'frieiid;' ,nl 'm Singh^* near the Golden Temple,, 

Lala Dayn. liaiii S:nr}\C tis, that there was 

t prcclamation near the Kotwali that no one should attend any 
meeting and that the city w'as nnder Martial Law*' from that date, 
Mr« Daya Ram said that the people ran away when they saw the 
troops and that very few persons heaid \Giat the proclamation was« 
I can say positively that no such pi oclamatioii was made in my 
side of the city nor any printed notices distributed or posted any- 
where in the towm. 1 did not pay attention to what Mr. Day a Earn 
said then. Later, I ihonght over it and was puzzled greatly, as the 
Government had not notified the introdneticin ol’ • Martial Law , at 
all. On the ,12th April, I had received a note from a friend of 
mme, BIr. Rcberts, who had come from Djjain, asking inC' to see him^ 
ill -the Ctiinbridge Hotel which is in the Civil Lines. On receipt 
•of ,this,;l tried: to .get a. pass for going out of the city, but I could 
mot STieceed that day. Abcat 3-30 p. ni, on the lllili ApriL, 

X decided to vcninie cut even withe ui a pass, tlnnkii g that I would 
feinrn at cnee if dialkrged. ,1 got to the Ilotei all right, and 
after haiirg some talk with BIr. Roberts, his wife, Bits Roberts, 
I left the Hotel to see the Deputy Commissioner and to ask 
him whether BIr. Robcits should enter the city or not. This 
eoBi>'e was adopted net because I feared any trouble, but in order 
lo asMiie B'lr. Rcbrrts who did not like to take any as he wag 
fold hy seme Europ.eans whem he had met, that it was not safe to 
enter ’he town. BVe all reached Ram Bagh garden, near the 
Clubj a!;c..ut 4-15 p. m BIr. Ribill and other Military Officers wx‘re 
siaiiding near tie Club Gate. . This garden was used as Military 
head ^xuirters in tlofc days ,I .saw the troops statiinecl there 
getting leady. Mr. Rehill was .approached by Bft. Roberts, and he 
was directed to go to the I’eputj Cemmissioner who badgoric to his- 
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Bnnglow* drove tliere and weie iold By ■ a policeman on duty 
tliai the Deputy Commisgioner Bad' jus gone in a Motor car to the 
fort. Wc decided then to return to ■ the .Hotel, and Mr. Roberts 
said that he would write to the Deputy Commissioner and fix up a 
time for meeting him. When we reached the Hotel I saw troops 
coming out of the gardens and passing in front of the Cambridge 
Hotel. First of all was a body of Baliichees rbont 40 to 50, foI« 
lowed -by Gurkhas al^out the same number, and then Baluchees- 
again. Behind them were two Motor Cars. In the first 
there were two or three Enropean Military Officers whom I did 
not know’^. In the second Car were Messrs. Rehili and IMomer, and 
then came one armoured Car in which there were 10 or 12 
.European soldiers. Last of all w-ere some 5 or 6 European soldiers- 
Oil foot. I saw them going to th«^ city round the corner of Rai 
Bahadur Gagar Mai s temple* Just, then the information about ibe 
proclamation flashed through mind, and I drove back to the 
city at once by the Ram i:agh gate. I called out to the people on 
the w^ay not to go to any meeting or collect in the Bazar, but to go 
to their houses and remain there quietly. I came to my friend 
Mr. Hakim Singh’s house to stop him and his sons from joining the 
meeting that evening. I left word wnth hi.? son that I was going to 
Lala Dholao Das’s house for the same purpose. On reaching there 
at about 5 p. m., I found Lala Dholan Das’s eldest son, Mr. Sita 
Ram, his nephew, Mr- Gobincl Ram, and two or three other persons. 
They were all lo. king towards the meeting from the top roof of the 
house. I took binoculars from Mr. Siui Ram to see who w'as 
speaking. I saw Pandit Durga Das, and waj< just merdBiiing this 
fact to Mr. Sita Ram, when I saw Gurkhas, with rifies in their 
hands, rushing into the garden from the Queen’s Statui: side, and 
form, into two lines to the left, as they entered on tie. Hansli, — a 
raised ground in the Jaliianwala Bagh covering the oana ? that feeds 
the Golden Temple tanks. They were *40 to 50 in all a- iVir as I 
could judge from a distance. Immediately an order w;,:- given to 
fire. No warning was given to the people to dispei>‘^ There 
were 5 or 6 Enropean Military and Civi! officers, i.iclading 
Messrs. Rehili and Plomei, one Inspector of Police, Mian Mohd 
Ashraf, two Baluchee Officers, Mit Singh Sub-lnspcctor, Iw'o or 
three policemen in uniform, and some others, incluciing Bhagwnm 
Singh and Wedhawa Singh in plain clothes. I think Inspector 
Jawahar Lai, of the C. I. D,, wuis also present. The firing continued 
incessantly for about 10 to 15 minutes at least, without any 
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perceptible break. ' I saw hundreds' of persons killed on the spot. 
In the Bagh there were about 12 to 15 thousand persons and they 
consisted of many villagers, who had cornc to Amritsar to see the 
Baisakhi fair. Quick firing guns, were used. The worst part of 
the whole thing was, that the firing was dircoiod towards the gates 
through which the people were running out. There were small out- 
lets, 4- or 5 in all, and bullets ■ actually rained over the people 
■ at ail these gates. ShoiS' were -also 'fired into the thick of the 
. nieeting. '■ 'There. . was. not -a corner left of the garden 
'■facing the firing . line, where people did not die in large 
numbers. Many got trampled under the feet of the rushing crowds 
and ihus lost their lives. Blood was pouring in profusion. Even 
th*se who lay flat on the ground were shot, as I saw the Gurkhas 
kneel down and fire. As soon as the firing stopped, the troops and 
officers all cleared away. No arrangements were made by the 
authorities to look after the dead or wounded. I was told later 
that Mr. Rehill and Mr. Jawahar Lai could not bear to see the 
firing through and went outside the garden to avoid the sight. 

Hundreds of persons had got into Lala Dholan Das’s house, 
and amongst those were 6 or 8 badly wounded persons. It was with 
Some difficulty that I succeeded in clearing out the crowd from 
the house. I then gave water to the wounded and rendered such 
assistance as was possible under the circumstances. While I was 
so engaged, the eldest son of my friend Mr. Hakim Singh came run- 
ning to me and said that his father had not returned to the house 
till then. I got extremely anxious and asked the boy to remain in 
tbe house to quiet his mother and others, and I went to look for my 
friend in the Jallianwala Baghi I went round the whole place and 
saw almost every body lying there. 

There were heaps of them at different places, and people were 
turning over dead bodies to recognise their relations or friends. 
The dead bodies were of grown up people and young boys also. At 
;Or near the gates the number .was very large, and bodies were scat- 
' tered in large numbers all over the garden. Some had their heads 
. -cut open, others had eyes shot, and nose, chest, arms or ■ legs shat- 
tered.; It was a fearful and ghastly sight. . I" noticed one or two 
buffaloes also killed on the ground. I think there ' must have been 
, over one ttousand dead bodies in the garden' then. Having satis- 
'fied' myself that my friend was not amongst the lot.there, I returned 
to his ho'ose, to see if he had come home in the meanwhile. On 
,, reaching I found Mr* Hakim Singh at home., ' but his, younger son 
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•and a friend of tlie boys were not to be ionnd. Again I ran to the 
garden to look lor these two boys and went round the garden for 
the second time* ■ By that time : over' 3 or 4 hundred ■ dead' hodies ■ 
must have been remoyed. I roughly calculated five to six hundred 
still lying there. I did not find the boys and when T was still * 
looking for them, I was informed that they had got back to the 
'house. ’ 

I saw people were hurrying up, and many had to leave their 
dead and wounded, because they were afraid of bei g fired upon 
again after 8 p. in. Many amongst the wounded, who managed to 
run away from the garden, succumbed on their way to the injuries 
received, and lay dead in the streets. I reached my MUls just 
close upon 8 p- m. It was thus that the people of Amritsar held 
their Baisakhi fair. 

On the 14th April, I left my Mills to look round the Jallian- 
wala Garden in the morning, and as I passed near the corner of 
the garden towards the Bazar near the Hansli, I saw about 7 or 8 
dead bodies lying there still, in and about the manhole. I conlJ not 
makeup my mind after this sight to enter the garden again, and 
returned home. One of the cremation grounds is close to my 
Mills, and while sitting out in the verandah of my Mills Office 
near the gate, I could see dead bodies being carried in very large 
numbers. About 3 p. m. I got news that a meeting of local 
Raises, Municipal Commissioners, Magistrates, and Merchants 
was called at the Kotwali at 2 p. m. by the Deputy Commissioner. 
The meeting was held in the Public Library Hall. I reached 
there about 4 p. m., and was told that the Comoiissioner had 
already been round, and made a speech in Hindustani, saying 
something to tho following effect : — 

Turn log araan chahatta hai, ke larai ? Ham har tareh se 
tiyar hai, Sarkar zabardust hai. Sarkarne Germany ko 
fateh kiya hai, aur sab kuch kar sakti hai. Hukain aj 
General Sahib denge. Shehar nnke kebza main hai. Ham 
kuch nahain kar sakte. Turn ko hukam manana hoga.”* 
Translation of the above speech ; — 

‘‘You people want peace or war? We are prepared in 
every way. The Government is all powerfuL Sarkar 
has conquered Germany, and is capable of doing 
everthing. The General will give orders to-day. The 
city is in his possession. I can do nothing. You will 
have to obey orders.’^ 


I 
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Mr. Kitclieii, the Conimissioners did not filoj* long. He spoke 
for stLoiii i iniimtes oiiij. General Dyer with Miles 

Irvings KehllL, Piomei% and tlie inflitury giaircD came late 
aljoui 5 p. nu He rushed into the room,' forioweii by oihersy all 
exceedingly angry, and he made. a speccli in nidn? standing, with 
the result that all of ns had to stand. We were theie from 100 
io 150. Among other things he said i — • 

Ta 0.1 log hhiib Janta luii, ke hum sepoy hai aiir faiiji hai» 
Turn fang mangta hai ke a man ? Agar jai.g nun gta hai 
to. ^saikar Jung karne ko lair hai ; imr agar an an 
el'iahatta hai to- hamara Imkam mano, anr dokatt 
sab anna kholo, warna ham goli marega. Hanuire 
w^usie' France anr Amritsar aek luu Bam 
faoji admi hai, sidha Jata hai, dain naliin Jala aur Lain 
njihin Jata. agar Jang chahatu liai, to bolo, atir airuin 
hai to hamara hukam aekdain dokan kholo. Turn 
log Sarkurke barkhilaf bat karta hai, our G* rmany 
aur Bt ng:*! ka pdiaraha howa admi baghi bat karta hat. 
Ham iin sab ka bekh nikalega. Hukam mano aur ham 
kucb nahin chahatta suiina. Ham tis sal se ziada fauj 
maiiikam kiya hai. Ham Hindustani sepoy aur Sikh log 
khub samjhata hai. Turn ko araan kania hoga warna 
bandiiq se dokan khulwai juiga. Turn log badmash 
admi ka pata ham ko do, ham un ko goli marega. 
Hamaja hukam mano aur dokan kholo, aur Jang karna 
hai to bolo.’’ 

Translation' of.;^ 

** You people know well that I am a soldier and a military 
man, yon want w‘ar or peace? And if you wi^-b for war, the 
Government is prepared for war. And if you want peace, then obey 
my oidius, and ojcn all y cur shops, else I will shoot. For me 
the battle field of France or Amritsar is the same. I am a 
military man, and will go straight, neither shall 1 eiove to . the 
right nor to the left. Speak u.p,if you want war. In case there 
.is Io be p'Cace, my order is- io ' open all shops at once. You peo|)le 
talk against, tlie Government, 'and persons educated in Germany and 
Bengal ta Ik sedinon, I shall uproot these all. Obey orders. I 
do, not .wish, to' hear'.' anything else. I have served in the niilitary 
for over 30 years. I understand the Indian sepoy and Sikh people 
very we.li, You will have to observe peace, oihe,rwise the shops 
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■will be opened perforce' wltb rifles* ^ Ton 'all most inform . me of 
ihe budmashcE^ I will shoot them./' Obey my orders and open 
shopsj, and speak npjl 'yon : want, war/''^ 

And the whole of his speech' was ■in the same strain. He was 
followed by Mr. Miles Irving the Deputy Commissioner, who 
spoke in a very bitter tone and said I— 

General Bahadur ka hnkam turn ne snna. Sub shehar 
nn ke ikhtiar main hai. Un ka hnkam dokan kholo, 
wajab hai turn mano, aur jo kisi ko taklif ho to bata 
do ham sonega. Jo Angrez Sahib bahadnr maregai 
haiii woh tnm ne bahut bora kiya hai, nn ka badla 
turn se anr tomhare bachon se liya jawega. Turn log 
aek dam dokan khol do. Sarkar tnm se bhant khafa 
hai. Turn Sarkar ka mnqabla nahin kar sakte. Ham 
Sarkar ke barkhilaf bolue wale ko khob saza dega.’” 

and so on. 

Translation of the above — 

^*Yon have heard the order of the General. The whole city 
is in his charge. His order is to open shops. Desirable for yon to 
obey. If any one has any trouble, say so, I shall listen. You have 
committed a bad act in killing the English. Their revenge will 
be taken from yon and from your children. Yon people must open 
shops at once. The Government is very angry with yon. Yon 
can not fight the Government. I shall severely punish any one 
who will talk against the Government. 

As soon as the Deputy Commissioner had finished talking, 
Lala Kesho Earn said “ Sir, I wish to say some thing.’’ Huzur 
main knch arz karna chahtta hnn.” 

Thereupon the Deputy Commissioner roared in most angry 
tones ** kaun bolta hai ’’“who speaks/*' Lala Kesho Earn said 
■quietly “Sir I am speaking.” “ Main him, Huzur.” Mr. Miles 
Irving remarked then, in a more conciliatory tone, “ Ap hain 
Lala Kesho Ram, kiya kehna hai.” “ Are you Lala Kesho Ram, 
what have you to say.” 

Lala Kesho Earn then stated that it would be better if one 
Sikh, one Hindu, and one Mohomedan Municipal Commissioner were 
appointed to have the shops opened with the help of Bazar 
Chaudhries. Lala Kesho Ram was* just talking, when some 
merchants said, that they cannot close their ^hops at 8 p* m. which 
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is rathetaivearly hour, aBd would like permission being giTen to 
keep the same,, open' til I 10 p. m. at least* General Dyer replied that 
he. could not change the order'that evening, but, would see to it from 
the iic.xt,dayj ( the J5th April ). As Khan Bahadur Ghulam Sadiq 
w’as about to say something, the Deputy Commissioner interrupted 
him and remarked, Keep quiet Khan Sahib, it is' all the result 
of ivroBg information given to'.me by you, gentlemen.’’ 

, ; ** Chup raho Khan Sahib.,- .ap Sahiban ki ghalat batiii ham ko 
kalma ka yeh natija hai.” 

After this the meeting was over. General Dyer and his party, 
followed by troops, left the Hall. 

On the l5th, the shops opened, and the Hartal was at an 
end. On the resumption of the usual business in the city after 
the Hartal, instead of dealing with the situation calmly and in a 
conciliatory spirit, the authorities adopted various devious 
methods to strike terror in the hearts of the people. All the 
lawyers of the town were made special constables, insulted 
and abused, and made to witness public flogging and to carry 
furniture like ordinary coolies. All persons in the city were 
made to salam every Englishman. Disobedience to this result- 
ed in arrest and detention in the lock up. Some were ordered 
to stand in the sun for hours in the hot season, and others made 
to learn salaming by practising it for some time. Handcuffing of 
respectable persons was the order of the day. The inhuman and 
barbarous order of crawling was kept up for days. Even a blind 
man had to do so, and was kicked for failure. The ways of police 
torture were numerous and brutal. Lashing, after tying up the 
hands high, was common. Men’s hands were frequently put under 
legs o£ cots, over which many persons sat. Permission was not 
easily granted to persons in custody to attend to calls of nature. 
Abusing, slapping, pulling of peoples’ moustaches and beards were 
considered light punishments. Even burning coal was put on the 
palms of a person, making him confess to what the Police wanted 
him to say. Nails were driven in the hands of another, and one 
man was forced to drink urine, and sticks were thrust into the anus / 
,of -o,thers.. 

The police began to arrest people from 12th April, as far as I : 
remember. There was no break after that, and people in every . 
sphere of life were arrested from day to day, while employed peace- 
fully in their occupations. No- charge was stated., those suspected . 
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o£ the alleged rebellion or waging war ’’ were taken by force ; 
Irora their houses, handcnffed at once, and put into the loek-up for 
days and months without being informed what they were accused , 
of, and no opportunity was ever allowed them to see or consult . 
friends or relations. When Mr. BadrnI Islam Alikhan was arrest- 
ed, the impression created in the public mind was, that all persons , 
connected with the Congress movement in the city would suffer 
likewise. As I was and am still one of the General Secretaries of : 
the Congress Beception Gommittiee, I was told that my turn would 
alao'.come..' 

I had been to Cawnpore for about a fortnight in March last 
and returned on the 29th of the same month. I left Amritsar ' 
again on the 7th of April for Delhi and Cawnpore, and^ 
returned, as I have said, on the morning of the 11th. I left 
a relation of mine very ill at Cawnpore. Since my arrival 
here, I had wired twice or thrice enquiring about the 
health of my relation, but got no news at all. This made me , 
anxious. I ' then tried to get a pass to enable me go to 
Cawnpore. In those days, no one was allowed to leave Amritsar 
without a Martial Law pass, which was obtainable with the great- 
est difficulty. The Inspector of Police, Mian Mohammad Ashraf 
recommended and the Deputy Commissioner endorsed my request 
for a pass, which was finally sanctioned by the Military Officer in 
charge. He was kind enough to allow me to take a clerk or servant 
with me. An esteemed aud an influential friend of mine in the 
city was with me at the time. Mr. Rehill, Superintendent Police,, 
happened to come into the room when my pass was being signed,, 
and he himself replied to some of the questions put by the Military ■ 
Officer about me. Mr. Rehill raised no objection whatever to my ' 
leaving the station. . , 

I left Amritsar on 2lst April by the Calcutta Mail. No one* 
was allowed on the platform until the train steamed into , the 
station. This caused such a rush that people could with great ^ 
divuculty get accommodation before the train started, and many, 
were consequently left behind. On the Beas River bridge,, just in 
the middle of the river, the train was held up, and policemen . 
stationed at both ends of the train, came into the compartment and . 
minutely searched the luggage of every Indian, irrespective of his . 
position and status in life. Every Indian lady had to submit to 
this humiliation. No European was interfered with in any way* ; 
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I readied Gawaporc late on ilie 22od[ April, and after stopping 
there for a few days and when, my, relation was better, left for 
Lucknow, Delhi and other places on business. I returned to 
Cawnporc and reached my cousin’s, bunglow about 4 p.m. and 
there I was informed by him, that he, had, learnt from the local. 
..polioe about an order of arrest issued' against me. I "if as never 
more surprised, and decided, at once, ' to surrender myself to the 
Police Superintendent Cawnpore, and do enquire of the charge 
against inc. T.he Superintendent ...seemeddn be astonished at my 
aiiriHmderiiig, o.nd enquired if I was'really “ Girdhari Lai”*.,.,, He 
could not tell me what I was accused of, and he showed me the 
original telegram received from Amritsar. He was very polite to 
me, and said he would keep me in European lock-up, as there was 
BO train direct to Amritsar at that time of the evening. To save 
me from this detention he even decided to send me away via 
Lucknow, and sent only one Sub-Inspector and one policeman 
with me, both in plain clothes, and they were instructed by 
him to see to my comforts on the way. He personally came 
with me in his own motor car to the station and was very nice to 
me in every way. I expressed my thanks to him. 

We reached Amritsar late in the evening on 21-5-19, and 
drove stroight to Mr. Rehiirs (Superintendent of Police) bunglow. 
I had to wait there for about an hour in his compound, and 
when one Inspector and 4 policemen came with rifles and bayonets, 
I was called by Mr. Rehill, and, seeing a newspaper in my hands, 
he thundered at the Sub-Inspector, who had come with me from 
Cawnpore, as to why I was allowed to read a newspaper. The 
Sub-Inspector quietly replied that the Superintendent Police at 
Cawnpore had given instructions not to interfere with me in any 
way on the journey, but to leave me safely in Amritsar, and then 
to return. Mr. Rehill asked me how I had gone away from 
Amritsar, and he was reminded by me that he was present when the 
pass was being signed for me. I was handcuffed at once, and my 
enquiry as to why I was arrested was not answered. Orders had 
apparently been already given to put me in the lock-up in the 
District Court, where I reached about 10 p.m. My whole luggage 
was then searched and a list made of all things. I had nothing to 
eat since 11 in the morning of 22nd, and was not provided with 
anything till the morning of 23rd about 8 a. m. The room I was 
locked up In, measured 11 feet long, 9 feet broad, and 12 or 14 feet 
high. There were 10 or 11 persons ,in, it. One of them was a 
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sweeper^ another accused o£ murder, and others accused of other 
offences, and some arrested under Martial Law. In one corner 
was placed a pot for urine, and the smell coming out of it was 
stifling. There was not room enough for me to stretch myself, and 
I had to manage it somehow. In the morning, we were all allowed 
to attend to calls of nature for a few minutes only, and were shut 
up again. No one was allowed either to bathe or to change clothes. 
There were persons in the cell who had been there for over 1|- 
months and they were in a most dirty condition- No one was 
told as to what the charge against him was, and no one was^ 
allowed to communicate with relations, or friends, or legal 
advisers. Meals were served at 8 in the morning and about 
5 in the evening. The place got very hot and stuffy daring the day,,, 
and every nowand then we cried, in vain, for water. Very rarely, 
if any constable felt charitably disposed, he gave us water. 

About 2 p. m. on 23rd May, 1919, I was taken handcuffed in 
a carriage before Messrs. Sukha Singh, Jawahar Lai and Plomer 
in the Library, to make my statement. S. Sukha Singh ques*- 
tinned me chiefly. His manner was most insulting and offensive. 
He asked me why I had gone out of Amritsar, and if I had 
given any report of the happenings here, outside, to any one. 
He appeared to be sorry to know that I possessed a Martial 
Law pass. S. Sukha Singh was told about the stations I had visited om 
business, since I left Amritsar*,^\J|E 0 ^.|^i#fe’me that I was getting a 
Itom my Company^^afiu was not deserving of it, and' 
he remarked to Mr. Plomer that men like me were destroying the 
trade of the Country and were a curse to the nation. I told him 
I knew Messrs. Kitchlew and Satyapal and was writing to the 
papers from time to time, and was a correspondent of the Associated 
Press. I admitted having sent telegrams to papers about the 
haftal there on 6th April, 1919. Mr. Sukha Singh was most dis- 
appointed when he found nothing incriminating in my luggage. 
He asked me if I knew Mr, Desai of Delhi, and whether I had got 
any wires from him on political matters. I answered that I had’ 
met Mr. Desai often, in connection with the affairs of the Punjab 
Chamber of Commerce at Delhi, of which I was (and still am) the 
Deputy Chairman. I further said that I had not received any 
telegrams from Mr. Desai on political matters, but had heard from 
him frequently about chairs and other furniture which I had 
bought from his Committee in Delhi for the Congress in Amritsar* 
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After some more silly qnestioiis, I was ordered back to be locked up 
again. 

On 24:tli May, 1919, I was taken from the lock-iip to the 
Subsidiary Jail, Amritsar, at about 2 p, ni. There, I was locked n;r« 
in a similar to the one in the Thaiia lock-np, first on fhc 

gromid floor, and then on the.first floor, ; Here, the food given to 
ns was disgraceful and absolutely unfit for liuman consianptioii. The 
bread was made up of some , dirty ■ blackish stuff and was not 
properly cooked, and the;‘‘ Masran ke dal ” (pulse) supplied was 
done ill oil and half cooked. Every one of us was supplied with a 
'' Jharoo (broom) to sweep our own rooms, one earthen pot for 
water, and one iron cup to be used for all purposes. The man 
in charge of this prison treated every one of us, as if we were 
brutes. I was in this jail on 25th May also. 

On 26th May, we were taken to Lahore by train. I was 
handcuffed wdth Pandit Kotu Mai, and Dr. Bashir with Mr. 
Gurdial Singh Salaria. We four were taken to the station in a 
carriage, the rest had to walk along. On the platform, we were 
put in a carriage meant for prisoners. Here, relations or friends 
of some of us came near our carriage. A little while after, Mr. 
Itehill also came to the station, and no one wasallo'wed to come near 
us. A few minutes after his coming, the brother of a Mehomedan 
who was with us, shouted to him, that he need not be anxious and 
that money would not be spared to defend him. This poor man wuh 
at once handcuffed and marched off to the Kotwali. I was told 
at Lahore Railway Station, that two more men were arrested for 
trying to talk to their relations. We had to walk all the distance 
from the station to the Court, which is about 2 miles; and when 
some of us asked for water on the way, only 3 or 4 were allowed by 
the Police Sergeant to take it, but the Inspector of Police in charge 
got annoyed and marched us off at once. One man was again 
arrested near Mr. Puri’s rink, and I learnt that he had only 
happened te pass close by us. On reaching the Sessions Court, we had 
to wait outside, the whole day. Our handcuffs -were not removed. 
Late in the evening, about seven, we were taken to the Central Jail, 
Lahore. Sometime elapsed before we were admitted, as we heard the 
Jail authorities saying there was no room for us at alb We were 
all locked up, each separately, in a small iron cage approximately 
4 to 7 feet long, 4 feet high and 2 feet broad, raised about a foot 
and a half from the ground. There were many such in a long 
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'barrack in which we were, confined. . .Here,; the bath arrangements 
were most filthy. We were asked to have onr bathi'if we liked, in a 
small drain, the water in which was nsed for all sorts of purposes. 
Food here was as bad as in Amritsar. 

On 27ih May, 1919, ,Mr. Gurdial Singh Salaria and I were 
removed from these cells and transferred to a ‘‘kothree’'^ cell, about 
8^x8' and 12 feet high, with a small enclosure in front about 
12' x8^ where w^e were told we would get better food, as one of our 
relations had paid for this comfort. Here, we were given per- 
mission to change clothes and provided with pipe-water and we 
could bathe in tolerable ease. The food here was better than we 
had got so far. 

On 28th May, 1919, we were transferred to the Borstal Jail, 
where the treatment meted out to us was just as in the Ceniral 
JaiL The case of the Amritsar people did not come up for hear- 
ing till the 3rd of June, on which date four of ns were only left 
behind, including myself, and the rest taken before the special 
tribunal. An order was given to all the accused to put in the 
names of their defence witnesses by 5th June. As the lawyers 
engaged were afraid of seeing their clients, the defence was en- 
tirely a sham affair. Those lawyers, who did risk seeing their 
clients, were allowed to do so for 5 or 7 minutes only, which was 
ridiculous, considering the grave charges pending against the 
accused. Permission to see one^s relations was very sparingly given 
and that only for 5 minutes at the most. I was released by the 
orders of the Punjab Government, as I was informed, on the 
evening of 6th June, 1919, without any trial or conditions of any 
kind, and am certainly grateful for it, as I am thus enabled to 
serve, in my humble way, to the best of my power, my 
brothers in trouble, who are still in the jail. 

2 

The statement of Mian Feroz Din, aged 60 years^ Honorary 
Magistrate and Bais, Hall Bazar ^ AmritsaT^ 

I have been an Honorary Magistrate since 1898, I am also 
. a merchant, and own several shops, buildings and other immovable 
> property in and outside this city. 

Q. — Where were you on the 10th of April ? 
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iny shop at Hall Bmut Bp to 12-30 p.m. Then I 
went to my house, ■ outside the city to get my meal> 
leaving my younger, son in the shop. I remained at 
my house till 5 p.m. When I went to the Bailway 
crossing near my house, there were some Police Guards 
posted under Mr. Marshal. I remained there for about 
one hour, and then I came back to my house and did 
not again go out that day. 

y.~W!ien did yon 'first hear of the deportation of Drs. 
Kitchlew' and Satyap-al ? ' ? ; •* “ ; 

A.— At my house, shortly., after I came home tor meal,'"'! 
received a telephone message from my shop. 

Q.-^Up to 12-30 p.m. when joS' left yonr shop, was there 
any commotion, agitation or disturbance in the city ? 

Q. — Did yon get any further information or message before- 
3’'ou went to the B.ailway crossing ? 

A. — I had another message on the telephone from my shop, 
that there had been firing on the crowd at the Railway 
Bridge, and that some of the dead and the wounded, 
had been brought to the bazar, and that seeing the 
dead bodies and the wounded persons, people had be- 
come very much excited and agitated. 

Q. — Did you hear why the crowd had gone to the Railway 
Bridge ? 

A. — I heard that my son (who had seni me the message through 
the telephone) had seen the crowd when it was going. 
The people were bare-footed and bare-headed and un- 
armed, without even sticks in their hands, and that 
they were saying, that they were going to the Deputy 
Commissioner to ask him to release their deported 
brethren. 

Q. — Did you see anything else on that day ? 

A. — I saw from the roof of my house that the Church outside 
Ram Bagh Gate was on fire. 

Q. — I suppose you heard subsequently that other buildings had* 
been set on fire, that some Europeans had been killed,, 
and that some property, clothes and other things, be- 
iongi'ig to the National Bank, bad been looted ? 
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A» — Yes, but I also heard that, ■■ so far as the looting is 
concerned, it stopped at about 5 or 6 in the evening, 
immediately on the appearance of four unarmed 
constables. 

Q*"Have you lived in Amritsar all your life ? 

A#— Yes, I was born here. 

Q. — Do you know all classes of people at Amritsar , their 
temper, and their habits of life generally ? 

A. — I know them to be quiet and peaceful generally, but I 
know that there are some gambling dens in the city, and 
the people belonging to these dens are ‘‘Badmashes’% 
and they always protect themselves by making regular 
monthly payments to the police. I believe the 
authorities know of it. These gamblers are the rowdy 
lot of the city. 

Q. — Do you know any of these gamblers? 

A. — I know many of them by reputation. They sometimes 
came to my court, and they are well known in the city 
as gamblers. 

■Q. — Are you aware of any one of these gamblers being arrested 
by the Police, or convicted of offences by the Martia> 
Law Courts ? 

A. — I am not aware of any such case. 

Q. — ^Knowing the people of Amritsar as you do, was it any- 
thing unusual for a crowd of people to go to see the 
Deputy Commissioner, with a view to ask for the release 
of the two leaders ? 

A. — It is not unusual, people are in the habit of going like 
ibis for “ Paryad”. 

Q.-^Did you go out at all on the 11th or 12th ? 

A.— No. 

Q. — Did you hear of any disturbance in the city on the 11th 
or on the 12th ? 

A. — None, except what happened on the lOih for a few hours. 

: ''-Q.—You are a very -old resident- of Amritsar. Can you . tell .me: 
if you ever heard of any conspiracy to subvert the 
Government, or to kill Europeans, or to damage 
Government or European property ? 
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A.“-***I nmei heard of anj- such conspiracy. 

Q.™Do yoii think it is. at all likely, knowing the people and 
the cireiimstances as you do»? ■ ■ 

A»™I do not think it'.%vas af. all likely, file people were 
eertfiiiiiy desiroas of having the Itowlatt Act rctpealed, 
blit there could not.- have been any conspiracy like what 
yon, suggest, 

Q,— Kiinlly tell ns shortly ''what happened on the 13th f 

A,— The city was quiet* .1 was asked by the Deputy Commis* 
sioncr to supply him with a motor car and as, my driver 
was out at the time, my son drove the car and took it tn 
the Deputy Commissioner, "''"'This was to the best of my 
recollection at about 11 o’clock. I heard later on from 
my son, that a proclamation was made in certain places 
in the city, prohibiting meetings or assemblies of any 
kind. I did not hear of any meeting at Jallianwala 
Bagh till the evening, when I was told in my house 
that there had been a meeting at Jallianwala Bagh, 
and a large number of people had been fired upon by 
the military* 

Q. — Up till then, did yon hear of any movement amongst the 
people in the villages to loot the city of Amritsar or 
to damage Government property in any way ? 

A*-— "I never heard that, nor is it a fact, that' there was 
looting anywhere, except what I have stated. 

Q. — ^Do yon think that the District of Amritsar was in a state 
of rebellion ? 

A. — Up to the 13th, I did not see or hear anything from which 
it conld be said that the district was in a state of rebel- 
lion, From the 13th, the military authorities stopped 
all communication between the city and other parts of 
the district. No one was allowed to go outside the 
city or enter the city without a permit, I had no 
' information as to what was taking place in the district 
, '.after the .13th. ' ■ 

■ there, a strong police force in the city from and 

before the 10th of April ? 

A, — Yes, the number was approximately 800 to 1,000 in the 
' city, including the Police Station .in the Civil Dines. 
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Q “111 your opinion, was military administration at- all 
necessary? 

A. — No, if the police had done their duty. 

Q.™ Can you tell me whether the people suffered in any way 
during the military administration ? 

A."— Yes, very badly. People used to be whipped for not 
salaming the General, and Mr. Plomer, without 
standing up. Those who did not salam were at times 
arrested, I saw a few cases of such whipping and of 
such arrests myself. The people were so terrified, that 
many had to keep standing practically the whole day, 
to prevent any mistake on their part, and to avoid any 
such punishment. I say, “ practically,” because they 
had to stand up every time they heard the sound of a 
motor car. I myself did so. 

(2J The water and electric connection was cut off, 
and this resulted in a great suffering in the 
city. ■ 

f3) Further, 1 had heard of regular flogging in the 
Kotwali, and the Ram Bagh, which filled 
the people of the city with terror. 

(4) Then there were indiscriminate arrests of all 
classes of people. The police in those days 
was all-powerful. Persons arrested, were 
detained in custody for several days, ill- 
treated and then let off. I know of several 
of such cases. Many people complained to 
me of brutal treatment by the police, and 
asked for my help, as I was an Honorary 
Magistrate. 

It is impossible to describe the feelings 
of the people during those days. They were 
dumb, terror stricken, and were treated 
like cattle. 

Q. — Do you know Gholam Jilani^S case ? 

A. — Yes, he told me of his case after he was released, and 

fore he w^'as called as a witness. He told me of the 
horrible torture practised upon him and showed me 
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Q. — Why did you noi take aeiion as an ilonoi-ary Magistrate, 
or inform the authorities when such complaiiiis were 

made to yon ? 

A.— Tbe police was all iia all 111 those days, and if I had 
taken any steps, I would have been arresiecL I believe 
tliere was a Martial Law order to the effect, tliat if any- 
one assisted any person in trouble, 5 i would be looked 
npcm as interference, and the person helping was liable 
to be piiiiished under the Martial Law. I did make an 
aiteinpi to help on one oeeasioii, and I was reminded o£ 
this order. All the male inmates of Sheikh Mohammad 
Amin’s house were arrested. This Sheikh Mohammad 
Amin is a VakiL When he, his brother and his son 
were arrested, there was nobody in Ms honse, except 
his sister and a baby’ of two’ years* I approached Mr, 
liehilJ, the Bupdi, of Police, , and requested him to 
release any one of those -three, on bail, for any amount 
that he thought necessary* ■- Mr* Eehill not only re- 
fused my request, but warned. me not to make any such 
request again in the Martial Law days, as no one 
should try to help another arrested under the Martial 
Law, 

Q,— Did you personally suffer in any way ? 

A.— No, except ihe fright which everybody in the city suffer- 
ed from. I helped the military authorities in every 
possible way. I supplied them with several motor cars, 
M’y sons served as M’otor Mechanics and supplied motor 
accessories. They tvere in constant atiendaiice at Bam 
.Bagh. The military authorities "were highly pleased, 
and gave us very good certifieaies and recommended us 
for reward to the Government* Personally, therefore, 

, : - I did iioi. suffer. I must say, however, that the pride 
which I myself, and my countrymen felt in 
..-'7,,, British Justice has received a rude shock. None of 

. 7- us could ever have thought, that what happened during 

, " ■ the Martial Law period was possible anywhere within 
the .British Empire* Much of the ideal, which we 
„ cherished of British Justice and beneficence, has been, I 
to have to say, shattered. So far as the people 
of ' AMrSisar are concerned, I pray to God that we 
may ’ndf "have to see those Martial Law^ days again. ' 
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Tke statement of Mr. Maneckji Bhtcaji Dhaber, Inspector^ 
Messrs* Sunday Patrick 4* Cfe-a Taylor Road^ Amritsar* 


On 10th April, 1919|, I went dowto. to my office and pasvsed 
Hall Gate exactly at 11-30. I saw no signs of excitement at the 
time. Shortly after 12, my peon in the office told me that firing 
was taking place outside the city, I had not till then heard any 
report of firing. I thought the peon was exaggerating matters. I 
kept quiet and went on working in my office, which is situate in 
old Dai Khana, (next door to Mr. Sarb Dial, Pleader). A short 
while after, I w^as again told by my peon about the firing taking 
place for the second time. I had heard this time myself the 
report of the firing. Abont 10 to 15 minntes after this second 
report, I noticed a dead body being carried in a gadda on which 
grass had been spread. The body had been brought from the 
direction of Hal! Bazar and was being taken in the direction of 
chowk Farid. This I saw from the balcony of my office. There 
was great noise and clamour now going on in the street. The men 
with the dead body were clamouring that they had gone to submit 
their 'faryad^ to D. 0. quite '^‘armless’’ (without any lathis) about 
the deported leaders, but they were stopped and fired on. About 
15 minutes after this, I ordered the office to be closed, and went 
down myself to Hall Gate on my way home. My agent, Soona Data, 
and Haryasingh, broker, came tviih me to the bridge in order 
to see me pass safely through'the crowd on my way home. As I got 
near to the foot bridge, I noticed military guards and Mr. Plomer 
and Mr. Seymour ’ at the foot of the bridge (Madan’s side) and 
town people on the top of the bridge. First, I persuaded the town 
people to get back and not to linger on, as it would serye no useful 
purpose. Some of these men left at my suggestion, but most of them 
stayed on. I went on inducing the people. I saw other gentlemen 
doing the same. The crowd eyentually left the bridge. As 
soon as the crowd went down the bridge, the military came up and 
took their position on the top of the bridge (city side). I conti- 
nued to induce the crowd to go home. About 5 to 10 minutes after 
this, lawyers came up from the direction of Aitchison Park and 
they too were persuading the people to go. Among these lawyers, 
were Messrs. Duni Ghand, M. A., and Maqbool Mahmood, At this 
stage, a shot was fired from the Telegraph Office and that excited 
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tlic crowd very rauciu I went tip to the military cm ilie bridge to 
represent to them that it was no nse firing and exciting ihe 
mxiwd ill this way. I added that neither the people nor ihe 
officials seemed to me to be sure of their plan and mind* This I 
adtlcd^ because I considered the shot fired from the Telegraph Office 
to be C|iiite useless and uncalled for, and its only effect was to 
excite the people. I went up to the military up iKe bridge, 'be- 
cause I was under the impression that the military, guarding the 
Telegraph Office, were nnder the military on the bridge. On my 
remonstrating about the firing from the Telegraph Office, one of the' 
military then (probably an officer, who had glasses on and was 
without a rifle) replied, ** We want to kill as many damned swines 
as possible. On this I said, if yon dMnk it advisable to kill un- 
armed men, you may go on shooting as much as you can. Mr. J. 
Karanjia was with me at the time of this conversation. Mr. 
Gurdial Singh Salaria, Barrister, Joined us at this stage, and 
helped to induce ihe people to go home. He came from park side. 

I noticed now that a huge crowd was making for the carriage 
bridge from the Hall Gate side. This was seen also by Mr. Plomer, 
who rode with mounted police to ihe spot. I suggested to Mr. Giirdial 
Singh, rather urgently requested him, to gallop at once towards the 
carriage bridge and persuade the people to go back. He did so. 
He was on horseback. 

1 continued my work at the foot bridge helping to clear the 
square between the Telegraph Office and the foot bridge (city side). 
In order to Induce the people to go inside the city^ I had told them 
to go to Jallianwala Bagh, where a meeting would be arranged to 
discuss matters and to represent matters to the officials. Those men 
wanted a promise that they would not be molested by the military, 
if they gathered in the Bagh, and on that promise being forth- 
coming, they were prepared to leave. Thereon, I went up to the 
D. 0. who was near Madan’s shop and told him about the promise 
asked for. He said he had no intention to go into the town 
except to bring the Bank men and he asked me to go and make sure 
of the position at the Bank. I left for the Bank along with J. K, 
Karanjia. I had gone near Telegraph Office on my way to 
town when I heard a volley fired at the carriage bridge. The 
crowd then came up me as I entered the Hall Gate near Havee 
Sahai s house and told me that I had been false to them. I had 
promised them that they would be safe if they w^ent home and here 
were their brethren returning city-ward from the carriage bridge, 
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when they were fired , ai. They .also accused Salaria o£ being 
treacherous they, were returning, he gave, 

the signal for firing, and added that all those shot at by this 
firing had been hit from behind. I did, in fact, see two men ( I 
can^t identify them) hit in the back. The Hall Bazar was then 
packed with men. It was impossible for me to go to the Bank, 
leaving the crowd in that condition. I therefore asked Mr. 
Karanjia to go to the Bank and find out if anything had happened 
there. Till he came, I was ; with this crowd in Hall B.azar. ' On 
liiis return, we went home together. We could not find the 
.Deputy Commissioner, 'and as I was then exhausted, I returned 
home along with Mr. Karanjia. 

4 

The statement of Lala. Atmaram s/o Lalsuhh Dialy broker by 
profession^ Katra Jalliamcalay Burj Meva Singliy Amritsar* 


On the morning of April 10, at about 11 p. m. I went to 
Bugga’s shop on business. He and I are both brokers, and conse- 
quently have dealings with each other. When I arrived, I found 
Bugga, Ratio, Kishen Dial, Munshi Ram and 2 or 3 others in 
Kishen Dial’s shop, which adjoins Bugga’s shop. They were look- 
ing very sad and dejected and had lemoved their turbans. I asked 
Bugga the reason for this. Bugga replied that Kitchlew and 
Satyapal had been deported. Some one suggested that there should 
be a hartal. I was then called away to an adjoining shop, and 
within 5 or 10 minutes I heard there, that there was hartal all over 
the city. I proceeded towards Hall Gate on foot. Opposite Sirdar 
Bishen Singh’s shop, in Hall Bazar, I met Pt. Saroop Narain 
Rozdon. We stood there conversing and saw a crowd approach- 
ing us down Hall Bazar. The crowd came and stood before Saroopji. 
All the people were bare-headed, and we were also asked to take 
off our caps, which we did. Some men in the crowd addressed 
Saroopjl and said, “There has been great oppression:Kitchlew 
and Satyapal have been arrested.*’ They also told ns that they 
were going to the Deputy Commissioner’s house to plead for 
Kitchlew and Satyapal, and from there they would proceed to the 
Gol Bagh, Saroop ji then went home, and I proceeded with the 
crowd towards Hall Gate. One man was carrying a black flag. 
We proceeded to the cross-road, where soma people said, ‘We should 
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urilie railway carriage met bridge/ while others wanted to go 
to the fool bridge. Ev<3nl'iia]!ys mon people, including me, went, in- 
wards the carriage bridge. When we arrived ai the lamp post facing 
the bridge, we noticed 5 or fi mounted officers, 3, or 4 of whom were 
liiropeans, sianding at the entrance to the bridge. They told the 
crowd not I.0 go over ilie bridge bnt to take the road to the right 
or !() ihc lefi. The men in the crowd, however, sifting down said 
thai they would go over the bridge. One boy, aged 12 waved his 
tnrljaii near an officer’s mount, whereupon the horses backed a 
liitle. The crowd was meanwhile increasing greatly, the officers 
then galloped away over the bridge and the mob followed them.,' 
I followed slowly, but some people rnshed ahe#d dbvht the road 
leading to the station. By i the <^330ssed the bridge, 

gome people had neai^ly reached ''iiie foot of the foot bridge. I 
saw a monnied officer near the foot bridge fire towards the 
approaching moh. One or more shots were fired, and 3 men fell 
down. I entered Lala Jai Chand’s honse w^here I went on the 
roof with Lala Jai Cliand and others. I saw people carrying the 
3 bodies going back over the bridge tow-ards the city. A little 
later, I saw Plomer and Seymour, the additional judge, accompa- 
nied by 10 other mounted English troops and 5 or 6 mounted 
Baluchis going to the carriage bridge. I saw the mob going 
towards the Telegraph Office. A few thousands then came to the 
lamp post, where an altercation appeared to have taken place between 
them and the mounted officers. A Sikh gentleman, Mr. Giirdial 
Singh Salaria, then arrived on horseback. He w^ent and spoke to 
the officers and then wmved to the crowed to retire. The crowd 
retired 10 or 15 steps. Then I heard the order ‘‘Fire ’’ given, 
and immediately firing took place. Many men fell. I heard 

Cease fire, ’’ The crowd meanwhile fled, leaving the dead and the 
wounded. After a few minutes, Batto came along with others. 
Raito collected the bodies together. Dr. Dhanpat Rai arrived with 
stretchers from the hospital which is close by, but the stretchers 
were sent back. Salaria was also there. The bodies were taken 
away on gharries and charpoys. Later, I saw smoke issuing from 
the city and heard that buildings had been burnt. 

After the firing by the single mounted soldier at the foot 
bridge, and before the firing on the carriage bridge, I heard the 
sound of a few shots. I do not know where or by whom these were 
fired. 



I live in the house called Meva Singh’s Burj, overlooking 
Jallianwala Bagh. I was not present at the hour when the firing 
took place on the 13th, I passed by the Bagh at about 6 p. m. that 
day, and looked over the wall between Lala Dholan Das’s house 
and the Burj, I noticed heaps o£ bodies lying about, most of the 
bodies were near the exits. 

Later on, I returned to my house. In the coxzrse of the night, 
I heard the wounded in the Bagh moaning and crying for water and 
help. I dared not leave my house to render any help because of 
the Ourfew order, which prohibited people going out into the 
streets after 8 p. m. 

I also noticed some people with lanterns moving about amongst. 
the dead bodies. 

. . — o:— — — 
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statement of Mr. Maqbool Mahmood, aged 23 years, 
Pleader Htgli Court, residence Shishmahal ” 
Majitha Road, Amritsar* 


I am a Pleader and have been practising at Amritsar since 
1918. I am a member of the Congress Eeception Committee, as 
also of its Executive Committee. I took part in the agitation 
against the Eowlatt Bills, but did not take the Saty^raha vow, 
and have been trying to bring about ^ complete unity between the 
Hindus and Mehomedans. ' ” 

On the 10th of April last, at or about midday, we heard in court 
that Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal had been deported, that there 
was great excitement in the city in consequence, and that some 
people had been fired upon by the military. Some of the members 
of the Bar decided to try their best to keep the situation in hand, 
and prevent, if possible, any chances of friction between the people 
and the authorities. I was deputed to approach the Deputy 
Commissioner with this proposal. He welcomed the oflEer and 
asked us to hasten to the city to quiet the mob. Accordingly, we 
started. Messrs. Toder Mai, Duni Ohand, M. A., Kesho Earn, 
Grhulam Yaseen, and myself went in a motor car. We met Mr. 
Plomer and the military and mounted police near Madan’s shop. 
At this stage, a handful of people surrounded our car and com- 
plained that unarmed people who were going to see the Deputy 
Commissioner to ask for the release of Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal 
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Imd ’been lihoi tfown by the poHee and military, unprovoked. We 
spoke kindly to them and asked them to be piaticnt. 

iMr. Ploioe.r tlieB asked me .to -.erosa 'the foot bridge and to take 
care oT the 'rclc 5 grapli OlTlce, and he.-.asked some of my companions 
io go to the stailoii side. 1 r-iished on and crossing the bridge 
fmira'I a big crowd near the Telegraph Office. Tliere were a lot 01 
men in the, Aitchisuri [.ark also. I saw many with lathis and sticks 
in iheir hands. I saw a few stoning theliailway shed, and some m%r 
ting ihe icdegraph wires. I went in their midst and requested them 
to ln.^ caiiii and to quietly gather in the park. At this stage, some one 
shoutcMl ont that there Imd been more firing in the Bailway godown 
prcmiscfi. The crowd was abontto rush that way, when I volunteer- 
ed to go there personally and asked them ■ to stop in the park. I 
accordingly reached the Ry. yard with a few men following me and 
found 15 to 20 men in the godowns, but did not see any firing and 
then brought all th^ people to the park. 

Then I joined my companions, Mr. Todar Mai and others wdio 
appeared in the park. We got the crowd about us and exhorted 
them to be sober and not to do any violence. They were excited, 
having seen their men shot dead and so would not listen. With a 
view to draw them away from that place, we suggested that they 
should repair to the Jallianwalla garden and hold a meeting 
there. They seemed to agree to this alternative and were going to 
disperse, when a solitar}’’ shot w’as heard from the direction of the 
Telegraph Office. The people again got excited. How^ever, with 
great difficulty, Mr. Todar Mai and I led them to the Hal! Grate, 
our other companions being asked to arrange matters at. the 
foot bridge. Mr. Todar Mai and I succeeded in taking a large 
portion of the crowd inside the Hall Gate, when somebody sbouted 
out. that a fresh picket of soldiers had come on the carriage bridge, 
and that the military were going to besiege the city. 

This news spread like wild fire, and all at once the whole 
crowd turned back and ran to the top of the carriage bridge. I 
also ran and came in between the soldiers at the bridge and the 
crowd; Mr. Gurdial Singh Salaria came galloping from the 
foot bridge side and Joined me. The Deputy Commissioner was on 
horseback in the midst of the soldiers. Salaria and I shouted out 
to the Deputy Commissioner and the officers io get back and 
not to fire, as we still hoped to take the crowd back. A few of 
the crowd threw wood and stones at the soldiers. The soldiers 
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•at once opened a volley o£, fire without any warning or intimation. 
Bullets whistled to my right and left, , The crowd dispersed, leaving 
20 or 25 killed and wonnded. After the firing stopped, I went 
up to the soldiers and enquired if they had an ambulance car, or 
any first aid arrangements at hand. I wanted to run to the hospital 
which was close by for help. The soldiers would not allow me, 
Mr. Seymour, however, let me go and after great persuasion, I 
brought Dr. Dhanpat Rai from the hospital. Doctor Dhanpat Rai 
ordered his assistant to follow with some stretchers. 

On my turning to the carriage bridge, Mr. Miles Irving re“ 
gretted having had to fire, when Mr. Salaria and myself were in 
front of the crowd. Then I went to the city on a horse which was 
kindly lent to me by the Deputy Commissioner, and he asked me to 
find out the condition of Europeans in the National Bank, I 
hastened to the National Bank and found the Bank premises in 
flames and saw the godowns being looted and heard that the 
Europeans there had been killed. I informed the Deputy Com- 
missioner accordingly. I say the firing was entirely unjustifiable. 
The Deputy Commissioner himself was present when the fire was 
opened. He knew that Salaria and I were members of the bar and 
were trying to get the people back to the city. It was by mere 
accident that our lives were saved. I still believe if the authorities 
had a little more patience, we would have succeeded in taking the 
crowd back. It is a matter of regret that when the authorities 
decided to fire, they did not make any arrangement for an ambu- 
lance car or first aid. I believe some of the wounded might have 
been saved if timely medical assistance had been forthcoming. 

After the first few shots, the crovrd rushed back, but the firing 
was continued even after they began running away. Many of them 
were hit on the back. Most of the wounded were hit above the 
belt on the face or on the head. From what I saw there myself, I 
have no hesitation in saying that such firing as was resorted to 
was unnecessary. The crowd could have been effectively dispersed 
without any firing or in any event by a few shots aimed at their 
legs, t"''.' 

I witnessed many pathetic scenes and some gruesome sights. I 
saw a corpse actually with an eye ball and the whole brain blown 
out. I heard a dying man gasping Hindu Mussalmanki jai. 
One incident is particularly noteworthy. A boy of 16 or 17 years 
of age lay wounded with his entrails protruding, having been hit 
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oil tlie belly. When Dr* Dhanpat Eai, Salaria and I approached 
him, he whispered ; I am dying, attend to my brethren. "^Hiiidn 
Mnssalmaiild The next-- moment he died. Many similar 

instances of notable sacrifice I noticed when I was pouring water 
into the months of the dying. 

On the morning of the 11th of April, the Depnty Oommissioiitti 
sent for Mr. Tasin and myself at the station and gave ns an order 
io be conveyed to the public that the city was nnder military 
occupation, that no funeral procession would be allowed and that 
no! more than fonr persons wonld be allowed to narry^or' go witb'i' 
each corpse. We told him that it was a religion^ ^her’emony and 
ihat people wonld be hurt. He thf% eight men %votild be 
allowed for each corpse." We 'then wOnl to the city and explained 
the Deputy Commissioner’s orders to the people. The people did 
not listen and insisted on a procession and said it was a religions 
fnnction. We came back to the Depnty Commissioner with those 
whom the people sent with ns. We explained the whole situ- 
ation to him. His attitnde was most offensive. He became very 
angry and was trembling. He shouted at ns “ No more talking 
we have seen onr dead bodies charred. Onr temper is changed/’ 
We expressed onr sorrow for the murders. This drove him wild 
and he shouted out Yon are sorry now, yon ought to have been 
sorry when yon were attending those foolish meetings of yours,, 
and yon may be sorry before yon leave.” "We simply said that we 
had never attended or addressed any foolish meetiiiges and witli- 
drew. Col. Smith was present all the time at the station ana 
suggested bombing of the city to quiet the mob. Mr. Wathen’s 
attitude however was very fair and sane. He interposed saying 
that they should not take such a harsh view the situation and 
should give them some latitude for their religious functions and 
behave more calmly and soberly. • ■ ; 

About the end of April, a Sub-Inspector, Mirza Akram Beg, 
sent for me at Sant Earn Sapra^s Kothi near the Ely. station to 
see if I could identify some men, who he thought were in the 
crowd at the Ey. station. There drove in a C. I. D. Sub-Inspector 
and asked me to accompany him to Sardar Bishan Singh, D. S. P.,. 
who wanted me in connection with Sergeant Eowland’s murder. 

I prepared to go in my own trap, but the Sub-Inspector insisted on 
my accompanying him as he said I was under arrest. We went to 
S. Bishan Singh in the Aitohison Park, and he ordered me to be 
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taken to the Police Station. I was escorted there by the police 
and was made to wait a couple oi Hours, and was taken to a little 
room, and was prompted to say that I could and would identify the 
murderers o£ Kobinson and Kowlands. I informed the police that 
I had already sent a written statement to them, and that I had 
stated that I could not recognize anybody. This statement was* 
then brought to me and I was asked to tear it off with my own 
hands, and to submit a fresh statement, giving the names of those 
whom they had found out as culprits. I refused to comply with 
their demand and some threats were flung at me. However, I was 
subsequently allowed to leave. 

^ I was cited as a witness for the defence by Mahashai Ratto,who 
was an accused in the National Bank murder case. Just before I 
gave evidence, Sukha Singh met me first outside the Court and 
said that many people had refused to give evidence for the 
defence and that I should do the same. I said my conscience was 
my own and I must give evidence of what I had myself seen. To 
that, Sukha Singh said that in these days nobody had a conscience, 
and those that had, suffered. He then threatened me and said He 
would see that my pleader’s license was cancelled, and further that 
I would get into trouble. 

e 

* The Statement of Mr. Gholaiti Yaseen^ aged Si years ^ 

Bav^at^ Law ^ Civil Lines ^ Amritsar » 

I am a member of the English Bar and have been practising 
for 5^ years. On the 10th April, I heard, while in the court of 
the Munsiff, of the deportation of Drs. Kitchlew and SatyapaL 
News reached me that there was a great deal of excitement in the 
city. Having finished the case, I went to the Bar Room. I found 
some members of the Bar discussing among themselves as :to how 
they could render any help in the interest of law and order. Among 
these, were Messrs Todar Mai, Qureshi, Duni Chand, M. A., Maq- 
bool Mahamood and pothers. We decided to see the Deputy Com* 
missioner. Mr. Maqbool Mahmood saw the Deputy Commissioner 
on our behalf. He was pleased with the idea of our co-operating 
and asked us to proceed at once. About I P. M., Messrs. Kesho 
Ram, Todar Mai, Maqbool Mahmood, Duni Chand and myself 
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motored down. Near the -Kutehery Octroi barrier, we met the 
Deputy Commissioner who asked ns to rush to the Telegraph Office. 

When we came to Madan^s shop, I saw about 40 military anil 
mounted police posted. Mr. Plomer wms present and I ihink also 
Mr. Connor, Here we were approached by a young man who asked 
ns to get down and help him; he said that some persons had 
.•already been shot down near there (Telegraph Office). We got 
-down from the car. As soon as we got down, 3Ir. Plomer pointed to 
a big. crowd which was then making for the staiion yard and he 
asked me and ."Mr. Kesho Ram to run to the station to try and stop 
the crowd going in that direction. Messrs. Todat, Mil#* ^ 

Dani Ohand, Beharilal, and myself went ‘to tb^e stitiote. 'In the 
yard, I found the crowd doing some damajge to the Railway 'pro- 
perty. We asked the crowd to get back to the park opposite, and 
with some difficulty, we succeeded in persuading them to do so. 
Before the crowd wentfback to the park, it had damaged Railway pro- 
perty, which consisted of iron material. We then went to the park 
and appealed to the crowd to disperse, wffiich they did after some 
difficulty. We were going to the foot bridge and as we came 
near it, a shot was heard in the direction of the Telegraph 
office. Simultaneously, about ten soldiers with Mi\ Plomer, 
appeared at the top of the foot-bridge, city side. Upon this, the 
crowd got excited and they turned towards the foot-bridge. Messrs. 
Duni Chand, Qureshi, and myself went on persuading the people to 
disperse. We tried our best. We appealed to them from many 
points of view, and at last we saw the crowd moving city-ward. IVe 
were going up the foot-bridge, city side, to inform the authorities 
that the square had been cleared, but before could go half the 
way, we heard volleys fired. We then saw the crowd rushing back 
shouting, and as we thought that, under the circumstances, we could 
■do no useful work, I went home. On my way, ^ a little beyond 
Madan^s shop, I heard firing again and again. 

In or about the month oEMay, Gholam Jilani came to me and 
complained of the cruel treatment which, he said, he had received at 
the hands of the police who wanted' him to make untrue statements. 
He showed me marks of injury on his body. I saw some wounds. 
He said he had been tortured for days, and that the police wanted 
him to make untrue statements against Dr. Kiichlew, and also 
^against Mr. Badrul Islam All .Hbani I am not quite sure as 
regards the latter gentleman. I advised him to stick to the truth. 
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A few days before his arrest, Gholam Nabi came to me and 
^complained that the police had insulted him and pulled him by 
the moustaches, as he would not agree to make a false statement, 
implicating some gentleman, possibly Mr. Badrul Islam, I have 
no clear recollection of the name of this gentleman. I gave him 
similar advice. 

On the 22 nd of April, all the members of the Bar were made 
special constables. We were abused and insulted in various ways. 
The only object, as far as I could gather, was to punish members of 
the local bar, who appeared, as a lot, to have incurred the displea- 
sure of the local administrators of Martial Law, for, so far as one 
could judge, their real or supposed interest in politics. 


The Statement of Mian Atta Mohatned, aged 60, son of Mian 
Ahdul Hakim^ Contractor, Katra Ram Carliian, 

Chowh Misgaran, Amritsar. 


Jointly with Mian Nizam Din, Railway Contractor, I had 
taken a contract in the Railway, and in this connection a part of 
•our work was being done in the^Railway workshop, which is between 
the carriage and the foot bridges. I was present at this workshop, 
along with my workmen on the 10 th April. Fifteen Indian Sawars 
and four European officers, with naked swords, arrived at about 12 
noon on the carriage overbridge. They got off their horses and stood 
in the shade near the lamp post. Shortly afterwards, one European 
rode off to the Civil Lines. The rest were standing just at the top 
of the carriage bridge near the iamp-post. Fifteen minutes after, 
the crowd appeared on the Telegraph Ojffice Road, one man held a 
black flag, the rest had their turbans or caps in their hands. No one 
was armed with sticks. The Sawars mounted their horses and 
barred the way. One European, who had a crop in his hand, and 
was in front of^the Sawars, called upon the crowd^to go away at once 
One of the crowd called on the others to sit down, and about 400 of 
the crowd sat down, and said that they wanted to see the Deputy 
Commissioner, to '‘Faryad Karo*^ (petition) for the return 
of Doctors Kitchlew and Satya Pal. The European horseman 
turned his horse back, whereupon the crowd stood up and went 
forward. The Sawars retreated, and the crowd pushed 
“On, till they arrived at the steps of the foot bridge. There 


36 


Aiiiritsar*“-No. 7 c$nti. 


were two rifle reports. I could not see who fired. Two of the* 
crowd were killed. The crowd did not fall back on the* 
two shots being fired, but spread to the right and the left of the 
road ; some crossing oTer to the railway lines, and others to the* 
opposite side, continned pressing on. Those on the railway 
lines picked np stones in their Jholies, and threw them at the* 
soldiers. The Sawars went towards the crossing, beyond JIa(kn’'s- 
shop, in the direction of the CiTil Lines. The crowd which was near 
the foot bridge was fired upon for the second time. Several shots* 
were fired, and some were killed and others wounded. 4* of the 
crowd then went np the foot bridge, and the othetv4|lrf.^^ 
the dead and the wounded^ to tht 
Sadda Hassan, Barrister of ‘iKhan Bdhadnr 

Sheikh Qhnlam Sadiq, appeareafTOiae’ foot bridge, and called on the- 
people to clear the foot bridge, which they did. The carriage 
bridge was also cleared, the crowd going away with the bodies 
towards the city. As soon as the foot bridge was cleared, about 10* 
European soldiers and some Indian soldiers arrived, and took 
their position at the head of the foot bridge on the city 
side. I heard one or two shots fired from the direction of the 
foot bridge and the Telegraph ofiice. On these shots 
being fired, a part of the crowd fell back on the road; 
leading to the Hall Gate (opposite the foot bridge). In the mean- 
while, an officer led some mounted soldiers or policemen — I cannot 
iiay which — on to the carriage bridge, and posted them at the same- 
spot where they were standing before, near the lamp-post. These 
consisted of about fifteen Europeans on foot and some 40 Indian 
mounted police or Military. They were drawn across the road.. 
Soon after, the crowd appeared on the road, just below the carriage 
bridge leading from the Hall Gate, and was this time armed with 
lathies. For some minutes, there was a talk between an officer, with 
a cap, and a Sikh gentleman on horseback. This gentleman was- 
going backwards and forwards between the officer and the crowd*. 
The officer then turned back his horse, whereupon the crowd clap- 
ped their hands. On this, the officer again ordered the soldiers to- 
fire, which they did. Two men fell on the Telegraph Office Hoad. 

I could not see how many fell on the other road. One bullet pierced, 
the tank of the oil-engine in the workshop, and the bullet is still 
lying there. Shortly after, I heard of the fire in the city. The sol- 
diers continued to be stationed on both the bridges for several' 
days after that. 
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The statement of Mr« Qhanisham, son of Lola Kan%liifo/tn^ age 31 s, 
Resident of Katra Ahlomalim^ Amritsar, 


I am, and was employed in a shop in the cloth market, when 
the news of the arrest of Doctors Kitchlew and Satyapal, on 10th 
April, reached our bazar. I was seated in my shop. Within a 
•few minutes, all the shops were closed. I closed mine. 

I saw many people gathered, and I heard they were going to 
the Deputy Commissioner to request him to release the Doctors. 
I went with them. When we had reached the carriage bridge, we 
were intercepted by some soldiers, I think, about eight in number, 
headed by an officer with a white hat on and riding in front of 
them. Some of us requested the officer to let us proceed. The 
oflScer refused. The people in front of our party insisted. The 
soldiers receded some way, and when the people were still 
proceeding, they fired upon the people. 

I was a good deal behind and, being frightened, ran home. I 
saw nothing in the hands of the people, who were proceeding over 
the carriage bridge, or in the hands of any one of the crowd 
which followed. I had nothing in my hands. I had no intention 
of committing any violence. I am also certain that no one in the 
crowd bad any such intention. 

On my way home, when I came to the National Bank, I saw 
iome people there. It was then a small crowd in which there were 
many policemen* No body had set fire to the Bank up to that 
time. I was there for about 10 minutes, during which no mischief 
had been done. 

I then came to onr Bazar. Later on, I heard of the burning 
-of the Bank and of the loot. 


e 

IJie statement of Har Kaur, Wife of Beli Ram (widow). 
Guru Bazar, Kucha Bhalarianwala, Amritsar. 

On April 10, at about 11 a. m., my son Gluran Ditta left his 
’liome for the , Railway Station. He was to go to Mekarian in the 
iHoshyarpore Msfeict to see some relation. When he was' passing 
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near the Railway Bridge, he was hit by a bnllet in both the legs. 
He was brought to his shop where he used to weave and prepare 
gold lace (goia). I called Dr. Ishar Dass who treated him for about 
five days. Bua Ditta, constable, who lived in onr lane, came to see 
my son and enquired of him why his legs were bandaged. On 
gettingthe information, he went out and returned shortly after with 
some more constables who thrashed my sou soundly and took him 
to the Police Station. He was then sent to the Hospital where he 
remained for about 15 days and was afterwards removed to Kot- 
wali and was kept for 22 days. He was then produced before Mr. 
Puckle who convicted him and sentenced him to two years rigori 
imprisonment. He was kept in the Araritsii: Jail for five,'^. 
As he was too weak to do any hard labour, bejwas very badlyieaten 
by Jamadar Buta Singb. I was informed of this by Bishan Das 
who was himself an eye witness. He was then removed to Mantgo- 
raery Jail from where I got wire that my son died. On the receipt 
of this news, my widowed daughter, who depended on him for her 
maintenance, went out to the Golden Temple and committed suicide 
by drowning herself in the tank. My son was the only bread win- 
ner of my large family. Since his death, we have been reduced to 
atter poverty. 
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The stafe?neMt of Dr. Ishat Das Bhatlai age ^6 years, Assista?it 
Surgeon^ Chowk Karmon Deori^ Amjitsar: 


On the morning o£ the 10th April, at about 11 a. m., I heard 
some people in the bazar saying, that Satyapal and Kitchlew had 
been arrested and that all shops were ^closed. After about 10 
minutes, these men came back from the Guru Bazar side crying, 
^^Let us go to the Deputy Commissioner, and request him to release 
Satyapal and Kitchlew.’' The crowd which consisted of a few 
hundred men went off towards Hall Bazar. Some time after they had 
gone, I heard reports of firing, and a little later, I saw terrified 
people running from Hall Bazar side, saying, They hare fired.” 
At about 2 p. m., I was sent for by Dr, Mohammad Bashir to 
render first aid to the wounded, which we both did at his house. 
For the next two days the city observed a general Hartal. AH 
was quiet and calm. 
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On the morning o£ the 13ih, I noticed an aeroplane hovering 
round the city* At about 2 p. m. that day, I heard that a meeting 
would take place in the evening at the Jallianwala Bagh. I did not 
attend the meeting. In the evening, I again heard the sound o£ 
firing, and soon after, large numbers of wounded were brought to 
my place. I attended to these wounded with the help of some 
friends. We treated over a hundred men, some of whom died at 
my house, 

On the evening of the 13th, after 6-30 p. m., I heard that the 
city was under military control, and that none should stir out after 
8 p. m. I had not heard of any such proclamation before. 

On the evening of the 14th, I visited L. Mansa Earn who lives 
opposite the Jallianwala Bagh. He had been wounded by a shot 
OB the 13tli and I attended on him. 
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The statement of Lala Sarda Ram, son of Lala Bop Chand, aged 
about 26 years^ Mahajan^ Katra Jaimal Singhs Kucha Bhatrianr 
Chowh Bijliwala^ sweet-meat seller, Amritsar, 


I heard at about 11 a, m. about the deportation of Satyapal 
and Kitchlew and saw people closing their shops. I also abstain- 
ed from bringing out my own wares, and joined the crowd and went 
towards Hall Bazar side. From there, I saw people, going to the 
Deputy Commissioner to request the release of the leaders, arrested. 
When I reached close to the lamp-post on the top of the bridge, I 
saw two Europeans on horseback and some Gurkhas with them. 
They had rifles in their hands. One Sikh gentleman standing 
close to the lamp was asking people *not to run the risk of their 
lives and to go back to the city, and said that news of Satyapal 
and Kitchlew would come soon, I then went towards the right, on 
the turning to canal side.. I had gone hardly a few paces, when 
I was shot on the right thigh from the bridge. I received four 
bullet shots. I fell down senseless. Some one took me from there 
to the Hospital, and my leg was cut off by Dr. Dhanpat 
Eai. The Civil Surgeon was not there. I came out of the 
Hospital ahout 6th September, 1919. My leg was cut off 
without my knowledge and permission. I was also chalanned, but 
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Will toW in tlie hospital that 1 was aecjoitted* I hate a blind 
mO't'k!? and mj lame brother’s family, ineliidiBg 4 girls and 1 boy. 
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The Matemmd , 0 / Lala Qian Chand, aged 27 gearsy son of 
Lala Ralifi Ram TfrlisUdar^ fesidence^ Cliowk Paskn^ 
Kucha^ Mehar Bux, Anritmr* 


I am employed in a shop of Trunk Merchants in Katra Jaimal 
Sh^h, trading under the name of Messrs. Behari Lai Darbari LaL 
About 11 A.M. on 10-4-19, 1 was in my house, when I learnt o£ the 
arrest of Doctors Kitchlew and Satyapal. I came at once to my 
shop and saw people closing their shops, and going towards Hall 
Oate, I did likewise. In Hall Bazar, some one suggested that all 
should go to the Deputy Commissioner with our faryad. ” The 
crowd then moved towards the Eail way Carriage over-bridge. I 
went with the crowd towards the foot bridge. Just near it, I hap- 
pened to look at the carriage over-bridge, and some one said that 
the Deputy Commissioner was there on the Canal bridge. I saw 
one man (a European) in a white suit on horseback. With him, 
there were three or four other Europeans, also on horseback. There 
was one Indian Mohammadan military man, also on horseback, 
with a lance, in his hand. All Europeans, except the one in white 
•clothes, had rifles in their hands. The man in -white clothes had 
only a hunting crop with him. All were standing near the lamp- 
post, facing the carriage bridge. On seeing them, the crowd did not 
go on the foot-bridge, but moved towards the carriage over-bridge. 
Ho one in the crowd had even sticks. All were bare-headed. As 
the people got near the horseman, they were asked to go back. But 
the crowd sat down and began to heat their breasts. Some persons 
from the crowd advanced near the horseman in white, and had 
some talk. I could not hear any thing. The horses were getting 
very restless and the man in white was telling people to get back. 
But no one listened to him. As the crowd was getting closer, 
the horses were being pushed back and stood beyond the over-bridge, 
on the road towards the Railway Station. The crowd clapped hands, 
and then advanced and faced the horsemen again on the road to 
the station. When the crowd stood thus, on taking the turn 
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to the station, one horseman tired two shots at once, and strnck 
two persons. All people ran back at once. I also ran. Imme- 
diately after firing, all the horse-men rode back very fast towards 
the Court Road. And the man who had fired first was running to 
the station side. Soon after, I saw them returning re-inforced. 
Some people in the crowd brought to the city the two men who 
were shot and took them to Dr. Bashir's ' house in Farid Ohowk. 
Here, one man was treated by the Doctor who said that the other 
must be sent to the Hospital. I followed the crowd thus far and 
then came back to my house, where I heard from the people about 
the firing on the crowd again on the over-bridge. 

I did not leave my house on 11th and 12th April, 1919. On the 
13th, about 12 O’clock, I heard a ‘‘ Dhandhora ” (drum-beating), 
telling people to attend a meeting the same evening under the 
presidency of Lala Kanhya Lai, Pleader. I reached the Bagh 
about 3-30 P. M. About 4-30 P. M. one aeroplane came hovering 
above and returned, when there was a stir in the audience. Hans- 
Raj, who was speaking then, asked the people not to be afraid of any- 
thing. Half an hour afterwards, the crowd round about me stood up 
and began to run. Immediately, I heard shots fired. No warn- 
ing was given, I ran towards the well side and as the rush of 
people was too great, I could not climb over the wall and sat down 
and dropped my face between my knees. People fell over m*^. 
.After the firing of three successive volleys, I got up and with the 
greatest difficuty, leapt over the wall, head downwards. I could 
not see the people who were firing, which continued for. about 10 
to 15 minutes. I took shelter in a house in the lane* After the 
firing was over, I saw about 5 or 6 hundred persons of all ages, 
including the dead and the wounded, lying about in the street, out- 
rside the Bagh. I reached my house with the greatest difficulty, and 
there I learnt that my two nephews were not in the house. I then went 
back to look for them in the garden, I found heaps of dead bodies 
and wounded men near the exits. On the way, I met Mulk Raj 
(elder son of my brother Lala ChaJJu Ram) who said that Ram 
Labhaya was shot dead. On reaching the garden, I found my boy’s 
(nephew) body riddled with bullets. His skull was broken. 
There was one shot under his nose on the upper lips, two on the 
left side, one on the left neck, and three on the thigh and some two 
•or three on the head. Ram* Labhaya had Just passed the 8th class 
from the BaiJ Nath High School. His age was 17 years. We burnt 
his body in , the Durgmna about 9 A. M. the next day. There was 
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no body present there, to register the nninber o£ the dead persons.. 
Within one hour o£ our arrival in ‘‘Dargiana/’ about 70 more 
dead bodies came for cremation, and others were following. 

My Sandhu (brother-in-law), Babu Hari Sam, agent of Sardar 
Basant Singh, Vakil, also, died on the 13th. 


13 

The statement of Dr- Kidar Nath Bhandari, Senior 

Assistant Surgeon (Retired) Hall Gate., Amritsar* 

I was in Govt, service as Assistant Snrgeon and oiBciated as 
Civil Surgeon in the later period of my service, but as my health 
did not permit me to continue in service, I took two years combined 
leave in December 1908 and came to Amritsar to settle here as a 
private Medical Practitioner, in January 1909. On the expiry of 
the leave, I appeared before the Standing Medical Board of the 
Province and was invalided on account of heart trouble. During 
my 26 years* service, my superiors bad always been satisfied with 
my work and loyalty. 

Ever since my retirement from service, I|have led a secluded 
life. I have never joined any societies, social functions, nor any 
games, because the excitement or exertion disturbs the regular 
working of my heart. 

On 10th April, I retired as usual to my bed room after taking 
my breakfast at 12 noon. A short time after that, my servant 
came to me and told me that some people were knocking at the 
door. I told him to open the door and find out who they were. 
He came to me after a short time and told me that there were some 
wounded persons who wanted to be dressed and looked after. 

I went out and found some persons who had bullet wounds ; 
others were coming after them. On inquiry, I was informed that 
they had been wounded at the bridge, outside the Hall Gate, by the 
troops firing at them. I sent for my assistant who had also gone 
home to take his breakfast, and when he arrived, we both began to 
render first aid to the wounded. The wounded continued to come 
in, while we were dressing the cases; and when I could not attend 
to all of them, I advised the people to take some of the cases to- 
Dr. Mohamad Bashir who was also dressing the cases at his house,, 
as my assistant told me. 
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As there was insiiifEcient accommodation in my surgery, I 
dressed the cases on the Charpoys in the street, in front of my 
house; and while I was doing so, Mrs* Easden and Mrs. Benjamin,, 
the two Lady Doctors of the Female Hospital, were looking at the 
wounded persons from the top of the roof of the Female Hospital. 

I attended to some serious cases, and when I felt tired, I went 
to my room and lay down, and my assistant continued to render 
the necessary aid to the wounded. After about half an hour’s rest, 

I came out and was informed by the persons standing in the street 
that some persons had gone to attack Mrs. Easden, because she 
laughed at the wounded and said that they had been rightly served. 
Those persons also told me that she was quite sate and sound. Ak 
this time, I saw smoke to the east of my house, and on inquiry, I 
was informed that the building of the^ National Bank of India was 
on fire, I kept indoors and did not move out that evening. 

On the evening of the 13th April, some persons came to me 
and said that their relatives had been wounded at Jallianwala 
garden and that they wanted me to attend on them« I went and 
attended on some three or four cases. On my return, I found some 
more persons wanting me to attend on some more wounded, but I 
refused to go with them, as it had been proclaimed that persons 
found outdoor after 8 p. m. would be arrested. I did not wish to 
take the risk. Thus, they were deprived of my assistance that 
evening. Of course, I attended to the cases the next morning andi 
did what I could for them. I continued to attend to the cases up to 
the afternoon of 20th April. 

On 20th April, at about 4 p. m., Sewak Ram, Sub-Inspector of 
Police, came to my house and asked for a list of the wounded I had 
treated on the 10th April. I told him that I had no list, as I did 
not write the names at the time on account of the rush of work; 
but, if one was required, I said, I would prepare it, and would 
send it to him. After about half an hour, Inspector Jawahirlal 
of the C. I. D. came to my house and told me that I, with my 
assistant, Jagan Nath, were wanted at the Kotwali. He took 
with him to the Kotwali Sh. Mohamad Amin, his brother and ^ 
son, and one Gama, Jagan Nath and myself. There, we were 
taken one by one to a room in which Sardar Sukha Singh, 
Mr. Plomer, Mr. Marshall and the City Inspector of Police 
were present. When I entered the room, I was asked by 
Sardar Sukha Singh why I had refused to give the list of the 
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wounded whom I had treated on the 10th April. I replied that I 
had never refused to give the list, but as I had no list ready, I had 
promised to prepare one and give it. Then he asked me, ""can you 
trace any of the cases now’ ? I said^ *yes’. Upon this, he ordered 
Sub“Inspector Sewak Ram to go with me and see the persons. I 
went with the Sub-Inspector and took him to the house o£ one o£ 
the wounded, whose thigh bone was broken by a bullet. I 
■wanted him^ to go with me to the ■ houses of the others, but he said, 
he would see about them later on, and took me back to the room 
where Sardar Sukha Singh and others were present. 

On my return, Sardar Sukha Singh asked me to name any one 
of the mob that had ^oue to attack Mrs. Easdeu on the 10th April, 
when , I was dressing the wounded in front of my house. I replied, 
that I could name no body as I was inside my house when the 
attack took place and did not see any body. Upon this, Sardar 
Sukha Singh, Mr. Plomer and Mr. Marshall shouted out Oh I you 
don’t help the Government; you will also be arrested ! ” To this 
I replied, I cannot name any body whom I had not seen and you 
can do what yon like”. 

Hearing my reply, Sardar Sukha Singh told me that he had 
orders from the Deputy Commissioner to arrest me, and I should 
consider myself under arrest from that time. I asked Sardar 
Sukha Singh to show me the orders, but he said, they were not to 
be shown, and he immediately ordered the policeman, who was 
standing by, to take me to the lock-up. 

I, with my assistant Jagan Nath, were then taken to a room 
where we were first searched and then put into the lock-up at 
about 8 p. m. 

We remained in the lock-up and were not produced before 
any Magistrate; nor were we questioned about our acts up to the 
^7th April, on which date we were removed to the Subsidiary Jail. 
I requested the officer of the Guard who was taking us with other 
prisoners in handcuffs to the Subsidiary Jail (which is about a mile 
or so distant from the Kotwali lock-up) to provide a conveyance, 
as I could not walk so far on account of my heart trouble, and that 
■parading me, handcuffed, with other criminals through the Bazar, 
would shock my weak heart ; but, he said that his orders were to 
take me on foot to the Jail. 

Accordingly^ I marched handcuffed with 62 other prisoners 
4o the Jail at about 2-30 p.m., and reached the Jail at about 4 p.m. 
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As it was very hot, I fainted when I reached the Jail, but recovered' 
soon owing to the kindness of a policeman who gave me a little 
water to drink. 

On entering the Jail, I was locked in a cell (which was meant 
for a single prisoner) with two other prisoners and I was given a 
bread of gram, and God knows wbat else. I could not eat this bread 
and was without any food for the whole night. The next morning,, 
my friends applied for permission to supply me with food prepared'^ 
at my- house and to change my clothes which were stinking and fulh 
of lice, but the permission was refused. The Superintendent allow- 
ed me wheat bread, and after some days, a seer of milk. On Snd' 
May, the Deputy Commissioner went round the Jail, and when he 
passed my cell, I made a request to him that 1 did not know for ■ 
what crime I was there, and that I had been in the prison for so- 
many days without knowing what was the charge against me. He 
told me in reply that there was nothing against me, except that I 
did not try to save the life of Mrs. Easden when she was attacked', 
by the mob. 

I explained to the Deputy Commissioner that was not there 
at the time, and that I did not know when the mob attacked her. 

I pointed out that even if I had been there, I could have done very 
little against the mob. I told him that the Armed Police had*' 
been present at the City Kotwali, and yet, they could not save the- 
Municipal Office which was burnt before their very eyes, or the 
lives of the 2 Europeans who were murdered in the bank at a stone’s 
throw from the Kotwali. On hearing this, he went away mattering, 
you ought to have tried.” 

I passed another week in the Jail. No body took notice of it, 
but on the 12th May, all of a sudden, I got information that the 
order for my release and that of my assistant, Jagan Nath, had been 
issued, and that my friends had been waiting the whole day for me 
outside the Jail premises for our release. No one, however, turned' 
up with the order and we passed the night in the jail. The next 
morning at about 6 a.m., Mr. Plomer and the City Inpecior of the 
Police came up, and having called us out of the jail, Mr. Plomer- 
told me that he had brought the order of release for myself and ^ 
Jagan Nath. I thanked him and came out of the Jail. 

When 1 was at the Kotwali lock-up from 20th to 27th April, . 
a person whom I do not know came to me twice and said, ‘^You are • 
suffering for nothing; if you mention a few names of persons who* 
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The statement of Mohammad Amin, B, A., Pleader^ 

Amritsar* 


I have known Mrs. Easdon since October, 1918, the time when 
^my wife and the wife of my brother fell ill. i\lrs. Easdon 

■ attended on them both. The hospital in which she works is very 
near to my house. We had always been on friendly terms.* M.y 
son, Mohammad Akram, looked upon her as a mother since the death 

■ of his own. 

On the morning o£ April 10th, I went to the court as usual 
. and was busy in conducting a'' case in the District Judge’s Court 
from 11-15 to 12-45. I then went to the Sudder and there heard 
that the military were ordered to stop people from proceeding to the 
Civil Lines to see the Deputy Commissioner about Drs. Kitchlew 
• and Satyapal’s deportation. Oh my way back home, when I neared 
the Railway Bridge, I heard the report of firing. I took another 
route and reached home at about 2 o’clock. 

Very close to my house and exactly opposite the house of 
Dr. Kidar Nath, I found several wounded persons. One of them 
was a boy 11 or 12 years old. I asked him who he was. He replied 
that he had come to Amritsar from Batala for ‘‘ Ram Naumi”, and 
was on his way back home when he was wounded by a bullet near 
the Railway Bridge. At this moment, my son, Mohammad Akram 
returned from School. I asked my son to get some water for this 
wounded boy. 

After a few minutes, some friends called at my place. I took 
them to my office where my son, Mohd. Akram came running with 
the news that certain persons were saying that Mrs. Easdon should 
be brought out from the hospital and made to dance, as she had 
abused the people. I told my son to run up to Mrs. Easdon and 
request her to go to Mrs. Benjamin’s room at once. My son came 
back in about 2 minutes’ time and informed me that Mrs. Easdon 
was not in the hospital. 

My son, Mohammed Akram went to the hospital only once, and 
that at my request. He never went there a second time as deposed 
by the prosecution witnesses. His school register showed that he 
“Was at school, marked present at 2-45 p. m., and that he returned 
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home in my presence. Hence, it is quite clear that never led 
any mob to the hospital, for the mob is said to have gone to the 
hospital before 2-30 p. m. 

On April 13, I was sent for by Mian Altaf Hussain, E. A. G., 
in the Ram Bagh. He wanted me to translate a report which had 
been prepared by the Deputy Commissioner, who was himself 
present there. I did it in his presence and this was given over to 
the press-man for printing. I then got a pass from the Deputy 
Commissioner and returned home. I did not go out of my house 
till April 20th, when I was put under arrest. 

On April 20th, four policemen came to my place in the 
■evening and informed me that I was wanted at the Kotwali in 
connection with the hospital incident. While I was getting ready 
to go, my brother, Mohammad Jamil and my son, Mohammad 
Akram came up. The policemen enquired of me who they were. 
On being told who they were, the policemen asked me to take my 
brother and son along with me to the Kotwali. three, Dr. 

Kidar Nath, and his assistant, and Gama, boot-seller, were taken 
to the Kotwali and made to stay outside for an hour. I was then 
produced before Sukha Singh, Deputy Superintendent Police, who 
asked me what I knew of the matter. 1 told him what I knew. 
He informed me that I was under arrest. When I requested him 
to tell me what the charge against me was, he replied, he did not 
know. When 1 insisted that I must be told as of right, he said 
that there was no question of right, and handed me over to a 
■constable to take me to the lock-up. My son and my brother were 
also sent to the lock-up similarly. Dr. Kidar Nath, his assistant 
and Gama, the boot-seller, met the same fate. 

My son, Mohammad Akram admitted before Sukha Singh that 
.he was sent to help Mrs. Easdon and this very admission brought 
him into trouble. The police fabricated a good deal of evidence 
against him and he was sentenced to death, which was commuted to 
transportation for life. 

I was taken by a constable to the door of the Hawalat. A 
small room as it was, it contained not less than 30 unfortunate 
-men. It was a horrible sight to see them stretching their arms 
out of the iron bars and praying for a drink of water. I was 
going to faint at the sight. I said to a policeman, I have no 
objection to going in, but 1 must tell you that I shall not be able 
to live there for a quarter of an.hour*’^ He went to the Inspector 
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and shortly after, came back and took me to another room, where 1 
found Dr Bashir and Mr. Badr-ul-Islam All Khan, Barrister-at- 
:Iiaw."''''':From this room, they took- out some':persons:'and''put' 
new comers, in their place. 

-.Never m my life have I seen a, dirtier .place .'than' ;,this. .Host;-'" 

of us kept sitting all through the night. 

We prayed that we might be allowed food from our houses for 
that one evening only, but it was refused. We asked for covering,,, 
but that too was denied to us. 

After a short time^ a policeman came to Sanaa and in oux- 
presence said, In danger; name four or- 

five m^n^with whoti We shall make you a ' 

witness-” Gama said, “ 1 have no enemy to name.” The police- 
man went away but after a few minutes, he re-appeared and said to- 
him, “Look here, name Qayam and as to others say what you- 
please.” We got extremely frightened at the way the police was- 
fabricating false evidence and thought that we were not safe. 

We spent the night somehow, and in the morning, a policeman^ 
came to take us out to answer the call of nature. We were hand- 
cuffed in the room in pairs and were led to the latrines on the* 
road-side. A large crowd had assembled there. We begged that' 
our handcuffs should be removed for the time we were actually in 
the latrines. This prayer was not granted. We had to manage it 
anyhow; the whole affair was absolutely degrading and revolting.. 
We were taken back to the lock-up, where at about 12, some police- 
men came and handcuffed us in pairs and took us in a closedi 
carriage to the fort. We were put in the lock-up, but our handcuffs 
were not removed. We had never beard before, that persons were 
confined in rooms with handcuffs on. Half an hour after, a sergeant- 
came and ordered us out for a walk^ We said, we had no mind to- 
walk. He said it was no business of ours to say so. We were only 
to obey. He took us out into an open court, and ordered us to 
walk in a circle in the heat of the sun. When we were doing so, 
we saw European ladies and gentlemen Watching us and apparently 
enjoying the sight. We were made to walk for more than an hour 
and then we were brought back to our cells. We had not been 
given any food for the last 36 hours. We were handcuffed in twos,, 
and had to sleep on the bare floor, no bedding being allowed to us- 
•When the Captain of the fort came to see us, we showed him our 
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handcuffs* He appeared to be rroved and ordered that onr hand* 
cuffs should be removed. The food which we were expected to 
take was a little heap of gram in one corner and a bucket of 
drinking water in the other, while nearby was a tin pot for 
passing water. We could not take that food and kept hungry for 
another day. On the next day, orders were read out to us that we 
were allowed every thing we wanted. We could have our food 
and clothes from home and we could, as well, make purchases, pro* 
vided that whatever we got was first examined and passed by the 
guard. We remained in the fort for 22 days. 

During all this period, Mr. Badr-uM’slam All Khan looked 
very much worried and troubled. On my enquiry, he told me that 
he had left no money with his wife and did not know hovf his wife 
and children were faring. I offered to send word to my sister to 
lend Mrs. Ali Khan Rs. bOO. Mr. Badr-ul-Islam Ali Khan 

V7as allowed to send a note to his wife asking her to see 
my sister. I was also permitted to add a few lines, request- 
ing my sister to lend her Rs.800. The next day, we both got 
the reply. Mr. Ali Khan w^as given his letter, but mine was taken 
back after I had read it. The contents of my letter were that the 
.money was given to ‘‘Mem Sahib"’ (Mrs. Ali Khan is an English, 
lady). My letter also said that niy friends ivere trying that Mrs. 
Easdon should speak to the authorities for me. It turned out 
later that the police tried to establish that I had attempted to ' 
bribe Mrs. Easdon. With this letter in their possession, the police 
frightened away my friends and acquaintances from rendering me 
any help. 

On the morning of the 12th of May, we were taken to Lahore 
to stand our trial, before the Martial Law Commission. We left 
the fort, 52 men chained together in one line, with handcuffs on. 
The Police Sub-Inspector, in whose charge we were, was a brute 
and constantly used filthy language. He rode on horseback. He 
abused every one and beat most mercilessly a young man who was 
quietly passing by. 

Ill Lahore, we were taken to the court, and were made to sit out 
the whole day. It was very hot, and we were neither allowed to drink 
water, nor to eat anything. At the rising of the court, we were 
ordered to be brought again the next day. W^e were made to 
march on foot, from Lahore Railway Station to the court, and from 
the court to the Central Jail— a distance of about three miles, in the 
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•later on, removed to solitary cells, where we remained till the 
■second of June. ' I cannot describe the suffering, we nnclerweiit 
-there. "We were brought to court again on the 16 th of: May, and 
-were made to' 'sit ,in a verandah, outside the court , room, 
were then, asked ' to give a list of the defence witnesses. hen 
I asked what was the charge against me, I ' was told that i% 
would be communicated to me later on. I had to give a listt thou 
and there. Then we were called in before the Commissioners, 
and the charges were read out to us. The trial commenced on 
the 26th and ended’ on the 27th of May. We were l5 accused 
in all, and we were made to stand for two complete days in 
handcuffs, chained vtogeiher* Judgment., was delivered on the 
.2nd of June. My brother, Mohammad Jamil, and m 3 ^self were 
acquitted. 

My son, Mohammad Akram, was sentenced to death. After 45 
days of terrible suffering, I came home, and was naturally anxious 
to know how all this came about. I learnt, a Chaprasi and a 
Head,, Constable, Mohammad Sharif, fabricated false evidence 
against us. The Head Constable, Mohammad Sharif, deposed that 
there was great enmity between myself and Mrs. Easdon, and 
that I was very influential man, and that he had managed to 
save Mrs. Easdon. Mrs. Easden herself never said so. His house 
is close to the hospital. He knew every man in the neighbour- 
hood. It is exceedingly remarkable that all persons sent up for 
trial in this case were his neighbours, against whom he bore some 
enmity. 

The prosecution witnesses were also his neighbours who were 
in the first instance arrested, and were allowed their liberty w-heii 
they consented to give false evidence. If any local inspection is 
ever held, it would become quite clear that the proseciitiGri 
witnesses could not have seen or heard what they deposed froiii 
places where they were. 

The sentence of death on my son, was later on commuted to 
transportation for life, and then subsequently to five years' rigorous 
imprisonment. 

AlthpugkT;^^ a ' ruined man now. ' I am.Vin,, 

•debt amounting to over 5,000 rupees, and the most bitter loss 
that I feel day and night is the loss of my only son. 
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Ihe statement 0/ Mrs, Qertriide h&wiSy Head Mistress^ Guru 
Nanak Girls School, BagJi Jhanda Singly resident Sardar 
Maliana Singh^s Theatre Buildings, Amritsar* 


On the 10th of April last, about 12 o’clock in the day, I was 
coining back home from my School. When near to Hall gate, I 
saw a crowd of people: going to the ■carriage ' over-bridge side. 
Most of them were bare headed, and none of them had sticks in 
their hands. They made way for my tonga and did not interfere 
with the traffic in any way. I heard cries of Hindu Mussalman 
ki Jai I always go to my School in European dresso A few 
minutes after, when I reached home, I heard shots being fired 
from the carriage overbridge, and saw people running back to the 
city in terror. My house is just close to the Hall gate. 
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The statement of Mrs. Nelly Benjaniin, Suh-^ Assistant Surgeon, 
Assista7it in the Municipal Female Hospitecl, resident Sardar 
Mahna Singles Theatre Buildings, Amritsar* 

In April last, I used to live next to the Hospital. About 
midday, on 10th April, I saw a crowd of people, from the roof or 
my hospital, going towards Hall Gate, and shouting, Hindu 
Mussalmankijai.” They were bare-headed. I did not see sticks 
in the hands of any one. Shortly after, some vvoiiiided persons 
were brought into the street, in front of Dr. Kidar Nath’s house 
which is on one side of the hospital. While Dr. Kidar Nath "was 
■dressing the wounds, Mrs. Easdon and I were watching from ' the 
roof of the hospital. Mrs. Easdon enquired of the crowd who had 
wounded the men. Some body said that English people - had - fired 
omthem. , Mrs. Easdon made some unkind remarks; she said the 
'natives deserved it and it served them right. Later on, when 'Dr. 
Kidar Nath was attending to the wounds of another man, 
Mrs. Easdon said, “ Look what the fool is doing. That leg ought^to 
be out off; the man should be lame all his life”. She used the word 
^fool’ with reference to Dr. Kidar Nath. Mr. Lewis at that time 
.came up and asked both of iis to go indoors, and said that the. people: 
; ''%er'e ;::Vhrphhg^'ry|hi;tDhth nf /ns,;'?then ■: 

.also, I did not see any sticks in the hands of the crowd. 
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About half an hour after, when 1 was in the compounder’s 
room on the ground floor of the hospital, I heard soma people scol- 
ding the compounder, and asking her to let them know where Mrs. 
Easdon was. I asked her to hide herself in the staircase room on 
the other side of my house. She did so. I was in the coxinyard 
o£ my house. Some persons began to hammer at the door. A boy 
Jumped over the walls and opened the door. Then 15 or 15 per- 
sons rushed into the house. I saw they had sticks and pieces of 
v/ood in their hands. They asked me where Mrs. Easdon was, and 
said that unless I gave them the information, they would kill me. I 
replied tha t Mrs. Easdon had gone to see a patient. They would not 
believe me, and searched my room and not finding her there, they 
left the house. 

Q — Did you see Mrs. Easdon laughing at the crowd when the 
wounded men were brought in front of Dr. Kidar 
Nath’s house ? 

A. — did not see that, but I beard from some of the hospital 
nurses, who were also on the roof, that she had done 
so. She might have done so when I went into my room, 
to look after my children for a few miiuttes. 

After the crowd had left, I asked the chaprasi to get some 
dirty iflothes, such as . Indian women wear. He brought a 
'"'salwar,” (pair of shoes) and a biirqa ” (veil). I dressed Mrs. 
Easdon up in these clothes, and then sent her to the house of 
'Moiiammed Sharif, who is a constable. and lived close by. 


A, few days after, when. the. enquiry 'was going on, I v/as, taken 
to the. Kotwali on tvvo occasions.' ' I v/as asked to say that I had 
seen 'Mohammed Amin in-the'crowd. .'' As I said that that was not 
the t 3 ruth, Mr. Plomer threatened '.to send me to Jail. I told them 
'■whatever I knew, but I, refused to give false evidence. They also 
tempted me "With a reward' from the Government, if 1 supported the 
story of Mrs« Easdon regarding the presence or Mohammed Amin* 
I refused again. 


17 

The statement <?/!iaji nohammad HiissaSn, aged 39^ S 07 i of Mian 
Ibrahim^ Boot Merchant^ Katra Sher 'Smgk^ Amritsar, 


On 10th April, at about 245 ' p.m., wlien wounded persons were 
brought to Dr.'Kidar Nath for help^ I was at that time in iny shop close 
to the hosnitaL I saw Mrs. Easdon. at the roof' of, the hospital,, standing 
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■with another lady. She was making . fun o£-.the. woiinded. persons. She 
kept on standiDg for about ' 10 ol^ 15 ^ minutes, .and when, a ' large ; iiiimber 
of persons : gathered therej' She' disappeared from the roof of ,' the hospital 
and hid herself. On account of the .corpses lying near the hospital, a 
great crowd gathered round the hospital. I did not hear any proclama- 
tion on my side, prohibiting the holding of meetings, or announcing the 
introduction of Martial Law on the ibth of Aprih 
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The statement of Mian Fateh Din, age 59 years, son of Mian 
Miran Bax,, Pashmina Washer^ residence, Kucha Asf^^ 
Dar, Farid Chawk, Amritsar* 


On iOth April, I was standing outside my house near the temple, 
when I saw the wounded body of a person brought to the house of Dr. 
Kidar Nath. I went there to see how the man was faring. On arrival, 
I found that the Doctor was trying to extract bullets from the thigh of 
the wounded man. Mrs. Easdon was standing on the roof. ^She was 
laughiijg, and said that the men deserved what they had got. At this, the 
people felt enraged. When I returned to my house, she was still standing 
on the roof. 



As I ha%'e been asked to give some details of wliat happened on 
.April 

On April 11, rriy' brother Mr.' Sadiq Hasan, B, A., Barrister-at-Law, 
read an order from the Dep'iity Commissioner to a big crowd inside the,' 
Hall Gate. The order was to the effect, that not more than 8" persons 
should 'Carry their dead for burial or. cremation. ' The' crowd was not 
satisfied with the order and wanted -to carry their ■ dead in a procession ,, 
.and w-as ' ill a very angry mood. Later, on my suggestion to allow .."some; 
of us to go and see the authorities with a view to get permission for the 
procession, five persons includiag: myself went,, to .the Railway Station, 
accompanied by soldiers, as' "nobody." was.:' allowed to' go out of the town 
without a permit. There were a lot of officials there, both Civil and 
Military. Messrs, Yaseen and Maqbool 'Were. already there. 1 had a 
talk with them first, and the impression amongst other things I got was, 
that the authorities were bant upon enforcing the above order. We 
then individually and collectively approached the Europeans, except 
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the Deputy CoBimfesioner and told them about the state of affairs in the 
city. The impression I got from the talk I had with them was that as 
Europeans had been murdered, their blood conid not remain imayoiigeci, 
and: if there be the least resistance or disobedience or any breach of 
the peace, BufScient amount of. force w^otild. be used, and i! necessarjj 
the city would be bombarded. 1, at once, protested against such measures. 
My words to them were that they had no' right to adopt sncli measures, 
hr which imioceiit' women ■ and' children' and old men staying in the 
Imiises worild ' snffer. ', Colonel Smith and. Eev. Mackenzie were the 
gentlemen, who mostly insisted on resorting to strict measures, Mr, 
Watlien snpportcd me and my companions, When I first addressed the 
Deputy Commissioner, he was in a very excited mood, and refused to 
listen to our refjuest, because he said he had already given orders to the 
military to see that his ordt^r was obeyed and, as it was too late, he could 
not do anything. On our repeated request he yielded and said, if Major 
Macdonald had not already left for the city, he would see what he could 
do for us. I told the Deputy Commissioner that though the crowd was 
sullen, it was not their object to attack the troops or to do any damage 
to any {iroperty, hut they only wanted to bury their dead and that they 
would do their religious duty, even at the risk of their lives. 

Major McDonald who was still there after a good deal of argument, 
agreed with us and the Deputy Commissioner allowed us to tell the 
people to take out the dead in a procession of not more than 2,000 
persons and then verbally permitted us to tell the crowd that they could 
go in any number, but must return by 2 p. m. i produce the orders of 
Mr. Miles Irving (marked A and B), 

Enclosure (A) to the statement n/ Mr. Mohainmad Sadiq^ 
Bar-at-Law^ Amritsar* 


The troops have orders to restore order in Amritsar and to use all 
force, necessary. No gatherings of persons nor procession of any sort 
will he allowed. All gatherings will be fired on. Any persons leaving 
the city in groups of more than four will be fired on. Respectable 
persons should keep indoors until order is restored. Dead may be 
carried out for burial or burning by parties of not more than eight at 
intervals of not less than 15 minutes by the gheemandi, Lohgar, Khazana 
Chatiwind Gates., 

Miles Irving, 
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Enclosure (B) to the statement dj Mr. Mohammad Sadiq, 
Bar-at-Law, Amritsar. 


People will be allowed to bury their dead in nnmber abont 2,000 
provided ' ^ ■ ' . " 

(1) only Snltanwind and Obati wind G-ates used. 

(2) All over by 2 p. m. 

(3) At 2 p. tn., warning by bugle. 

(4) After 15 minutes fire. ^ ^ 

(5) No lathis. 

(Sd.) Miles Irving, 

11-4-19. 

20 

The statement of Or. Bal fliikund, Sub-Assistant Surgeon^ age 
41 years^ Fhambwala Bazar ^ Amritsa7\ 

My home is in SaHwal, District Shabpnr. I entered Government: 
service as a Snb-Assistant Surgeon in Aprils 1901. Since then, I have 
been stationed at various places. 1 was sent to Amritsar on 15th 
February, 1919 and worked under Col. Smith, the Civil Surgeon ^at the 
Civil Hospital. 

The Hartals o£ the 30th March and the 6th April passed off peac6’ 
fully* About this time, Col Smith often referred to political matters in 
the hospital, and expressed his annoyance and hatred of Mr. Gandhi, and 
Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal. On one occasion, he called Mr. Gandhi a. 

Big Badmash 

On the morning of the lOfch April, I was at the Railway Hospital. 
On my way back to the city, a little before noon, I noticed people about, 
bare-headed. Some were saying that they should go to Jallianwala 
Bagh, and hold a meeting there ; others suggested going to Gol Bagh ;; 
a man of the name of Fauq said, Let us go to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner and ask for the release of Satyapal and Kitchlew It was then 
that I learnt of Satyapal and Kitchlew’s deportation. I proceeded to my 
house which was in Katra Kanhaiya, near the Hall Bazar. About an 
hour later, I heard people shouting, “Innocent men have been shot’% and 
saw a dead body being carried on a charpoy. I enquired what had 
happened, and was told by a person in the street, that they had been 
treacherously shot at. The authorities had asked them to retire, and as 
they were coming back, they were shot. About an hour or three 
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quarters of an hour later, I noticed smoke issuing from the [fall 
Bamr side, and was told that the National Ihink was burning* 
Snhsecjiiontly, I noticed smoke' issning from other parts of tho city also* 

I did not go to the hospital in the afternoon on account of the events 
which, had happened. In the evening, I attended on a poor patierit. 
living in" Kjitra jMit Singh. He had been shot in the buttocks. On 
my way to him and back, 1 noticed that the stref 3 ts 
quiet and almost deserted^ People expressed their sorrow at tlio 
Imrniiig of tho banks, and the killing of the managers. They were very 
depressial and afraid that they might all be punished for the acts of a few 
hooligsins. The next morning, I saw some cloth and other articles 
lying about in the streets. I understood that this belonged to the banks, 
which had been looted. Pt'ople were saying that their houses would be 
searched and there would be trouble. 

I went to the Civil Hospital at about 8 a.m. on the 11th. I learnt 
there, that two vwmiided persons had been bro light to the hospital the 
day before, and that Dr. Dhanpat Rai, the Assistant kSurgeon, had 
ted them in the absence of the Civil Surgeon. One of these moa had 
died, and the other was in a bad condition. Sometime after ,my arrival, 
Colonel Smith ordered Dr. Dhanpat Rai in the operating room, in :riy 
' presence^; to., proceed immediately to the ' Railway^ .Hospital, and reinain 
there until fiirtlier orders. Colonel Smith also said that Ceiierai Dyer 
was coming, and he would bombard the city. He drew diagrams to show 
us how., .the city would be stilled, and how the whole city would be razed 
to the gronm'l in half an hour. I said that I lived in the city, and wliat 
. was to become of .1110,. if was- bombardment. ' He, replieii' that I ha, -cl 
■ better - leave tliecityand live, in- the Hospital, if I- wan ted to save' m,jself. 
Dr. ..Dhanpat' Rai 'then went away." Later in the day, I heard that ..fwo: 
more wounded 'were brought to the Civil Hospita.l for tro:itmoat, bur. they 
had to Ijo taken away as -iio 'one- attended on them till evening. : : 

On the litli and IS.th, the' city -was perfaciuy quiet. On or about tlie 
12tlq two Sildis came toihe hospM^^^^ One of them was suffering from 
cataract arid wanted Colonel Smith to examine his eyes. .Colonal Smith 
told the Sikhs, ‘‘‘Go to ■■ ■-Gandhi, he will -treat y This happened in my 
presence. The Sikhs then left. D ■ ■ t"' h : 

On the evenimrmf the- '.12111, I heard that a meeting woiikl hike 
place iu the Jallianwala Bagh- the: next 'day, ;-^w Lala ■ Kariliaja,. ijiJ: ^ 
as president. On the 13th, I did not hear of any proclamation of 
Martial law or any announcement prohibiting meetings, but 1 was toid 
by, a friend that Martial law had been proclaimed. I went to the 
hospital at about 4-80 p. m. I then accompanied the funeral processioo 
of the wife of Dr. Dhanpat Rai, and in the burning ground, heard of the 
firing at Jallianwala Bagh. On my way back home. I saw many 
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wounded. In the evening, I was asked to visit two wounded persons, 
hilt I was unable to go out as it was nearing the curfew hour. The 
next morning, I visited these patients* They were suffering from a serious 
fracture and I advised them to go to hospital. They thereupon said, 
that Colonel Smith would not treat them, and they were afraid of him. 
I told them that I would try to arrange, and went to the ^hospital, 
where I mentioned the case to the compounder, Nur Ilahi, and asked 
him to enquire from Colonel Smith if he would treat them. At about 
il a. in, I returned home. Colonel Smith had not then arrived in the 
hospitaL A little later* I was specially sent for by Colonel Smith at the 
hospitaL On my going there, he asked me why 1 did not work at the 
Eailway Hospital, as ordered by him.' I said that I had been deputed 
to watch only Cholera cases during the Baisakhi Fair. Owing to 
disturbances, all the traffic had been closed, and there ivas no v^ork 
to be done there* Besides, the military picket would not allow me to 
pass them. Coion el Smith accused me of going to the Jallianv/ala 
Bagh meeting. I denied this. Then he said that he knew^ that I had 
been treatiiig the wounded in the city, and that I wanted him also to 
treat them. He said that we should go to Satyapal and Kitchlew for 
treatment. He further said, Now 1 order you to go to the Railway 
Hospital, and reuniin present there night and day till further orderSs ' If 
yon are absent even for 5 minutes from there, you will be tied to a tree 
ill the: Baai Bagh, and .flogged with- other badmasims of the city/^:.: .. 'I 
asked what iriy duties were, but he simply -said that that was^ his o.rder^ 
■Oil my asking .him. what .arrangements .. i.moiild make- lor,:'' -my.: 
at the hospital, he said, I doiflt care, go and remain there and 
die there j I have not got a cook. : for. - yoiid’ Thus 'I -went .to 'the 
.'Railway HospitaL On 21st or 22iirl April, Lt. OoL Smitli visited the, 
Eailway Hospital at noon, and he talked about the disturbances -in 
Amritsar and other parts of, the Punjab. "He- enquired ■ of " mO;,' v/hat 
the n,iimber of casualties was at Ja-Uianwala Bagh on tlie lSih. i replied 
that some people estimated them at nearly one '■tl':Hiusaiid,,; : w others 
thought that more had been killed. Thereupon' h© 'said .No, the official 
ligures are 1,800 casuaities’k I told, him these people were nearly all 
innocent; but he, said, -No : they were . not iiiiioceotj the people of 
Amritsar, s’hall have to pay the price of- European lives. 'We will ruin 
'the' -trade of Amritsar and continue Martial law for one year”. He 
■accused the Arya Samaj in particular. He, .also said, Satyapal and 
Kitchlew will be hanged.” For eight days, 1 had been kept confined 
to the Railway Hospital, day and night. He allowed me to go to my 
house at night time only after that period, and after full one month, I 
was allowed to go to the city as usual, after doing my duty in the Civil 
Hospital. ;. „. . . - .. ■ " . 
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Between tlie lOtliand 17th o£ April, the Civil Hospital records show* 
only 2 cases of gtin shot wounds, 

I was in Meani, District Shahpnr, from lOih November, 1915 to 
Atigiist 1917. After this I was posted to Khanki, District (Injranwala, 
where I remained up to 8th February 1919, During my sta,y in the 
Bhahpur and Gnjranwala Districts, I had ample oppurtiinity of watching 
the recruiting methods. A great deal of threat and force was used, ft 
amounted to practical conscription. In the Shahpnr District, I noticed 
that the Tahsildar and his Subordinates and sometimes other Revenue 
officers had lists made of adults for each village, and that the Lambardar 
and Zaildars were deputed to bring all adults to the authorities for, 
recruiting purposes. 1 have heard of great hardship being inflicted on ' 
unwilling villagers. In the Gujranwala District, the same method 
and the same ways were used. Once, I remember I was going out 
to the village Kakka Kalo, and noticed in several villages on the 
way, that on seeing me at a distance, all the adults ran away 
and hid themselves. On enquiry. I was told, that they took 
me to he a recruiting officer and were frightened. On my return 
Journey, I saw a woman crying bitterly near Maunirwali Village, On my 
asking for the cause, she told me that her only son had been severely 
beaten under orders of the Revenue officer and his party, and had been 
forcibly taken away. And the woman pointed to a recruiting party at a 
distance of about 400 or 500 yards, who had caught her son and were 
taking him away. 

In other villages, people told me that as people hid themselves 
during the day for fear of the recruiters, the police sometimes came at 
night and bolted their outer doors to keep them in for the next 
morning’s recruiting operation. 

I have also heard of thumb impressions being taken of poor villagers 
by deception, and of their being threatened with prosecution, if they 
refused to join. 


I heard of complainis from many villagers, and I can testify to the 
bitterness the recruiting methods created in the villages. 
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The statement of Seth Gul Mahammad son oj Seth Karim, Bakhsh. 
Glassware Merchant, Hall Bazar, Amritsar- 


Q. — Do you know Hans Raj ? 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — How long have yon known him ? 
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A.*--! have hDown him for the last four or five yeai% but have not 
seen him since the day after there was firing at Jallian- 
■■ .'wala Bagh. ’ ' 

Q.-— Can yon tell ns whether he was employed at all during these 
fonr or five yeai’S ? 

A — Yes. He was employed as a clerk in the Union Club for a 
time. He was also a Travelling Ticket Checker in the 
Bail way. He was dismissed for defalcation from both these 
posts. Thereafter^ fora long while he was without any 
employment. 

Q. — Have yon any idea as to how he was making his living 
during the period he was nnemployed ? 

A.— I Lave no definite knowledge, bnt I can tell yon what my 
idea is, 

Q.— What is yonr idea abont it ? 

A» — Hans Eaj’s mother and wife were women of loose character, 
and I believe that Hans Kaj nsed to live on them, I snspeot 
also that he used to get something from the police, bnt this 
strnck me after the Jallianwala Bagh incident. 

Q. — The Hartal on the 6th of April Was it spontaneons, or was 

it engineered? 

A, — It wns qnite spontaneons, althongh I ^ saw Hans Raj asking 
people to snspend bnsiness. From what 1 could judge, no 
such request was necessary. ' 

Q, — Did yon take part in the Bam Nanmi procession on the 9th of 
April ? 

A.— Yes. I was with Ghnlam Jilani 

Q,-- Did Hans Eaj take part? 

A.— Yes, 

— When did yon hear of the deportation ot Drs. Kitohlew and 
Satyapal ? 

A,— At abont 12 noon on the lOih of April, when I saw a large 
crowd going towards Hail Gate. 

Q. — Did yon join the crowd ? 

A. — Yes. 1 followed it. 

Q, — What was the attitude of the crowd when you first saw it? 

A. — It was quite peaceful. The people said that they were going to 
the Deputy Commissioner to appeal to him for the release of 
the doctors. That is why I followed the crowd. 

Q. — Now. tell ns very shortly what happened. 

A, — I followed the crowd till it had reached the Railway bridge. I 
was quite at the back of ihe crowd at some distance. I could. 
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not see or hear what exactly took place between tlie autho- 
rities and the crowd. But I heard the report of firiBg, 
'upon which land many others ran towwds Hall. Basiir. 1 
then went to my haithak in Sarai Khan Mtihaninied Bhali 
Wali. From the haithak, I saw four wounded persons being 
carried on a Charpai to Dr. Kidar Nath’s house for treat- 
.... ment.*.' 

Q. — Is ])r. Kidar Nath’s house visible from your baithak ? 

A. — No. But I beard the people say that they were going to iJi\ 
Kidar Nath for treatment. 

•Q. — Did you attend meetings in those' days ? 

A,~-^Yes. Many, ' ■ 

Q.— Did you see Hans Eaj in these meetings? 

A. — Yes. He addressed many meetings. 

Q, — Did you attend the meeting at Dhab Khatikran on the after- 
noon of the 12th of April? 

A.~Yes. 

Q. — Who spoke at that meeting? 

A, — Hans Haj and others spoke. 

Q. — Did you attend the Jallianwala Bagh meeting on the 13th ? 

A.~Yesf : k ■ 

Q. — When did you first hear that a meeting ^Yonld .b 0 held at the 
Jallianwala Bacjh? 


■A.— At the meeting held on the 1:2th, Hans liaj annoiiriced that .''a' 
meeting would be held on the at dho.':, Jallianwala' 'Bagh 
and that Lala Kanhya Lai would preside over that nieetiog. 
He also ..'announced that this wo'uld be ' proclaimed by beat 
of drum^ so that the people who were not present at that 
^ informed and he also req nested those 
present at that 'meeting to inform their friends about ii 
y''Q.---Befbre the 13th .cE' April,- had . yon ever 'seen Hans Raj in 
Company with any member of the police force ? 
';::A>^:Yes,;.l;'Saw him 'Several, times with a. Sikh ^Sub-Iaspeotor whoso 
name I do -not know, but whom I saw' afterwards taking dovfii 
statements at the Kotwali, Hans Raj wa.s on terms of friend- 
ship with this man. On several occasions, I had seen thesi 
together in the bazar. 

Q. — Did you ever see him coming to Hans Raj’s house 

A. — No. I did not myself see that, hut L heard from other friends 
of Hans Raj that this Sikh was a friend of his. 

Q.— How long from the i3th of April had you been seeing Hans 
Raj in the company of this Sikh ? 
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A. — For about two months. 

Q, — Why did yon make any enquiries from Hans Eaj"s friends about 
this Sikh ? 

A. — Hans Kaj used to come to my shop with his friends every now 
and then. Afterwards, when I saw this Sikh in his 
company, I enquired about him from some of Hans Raj’s 
friends. 

Q. — What did they tell you about him ? 

A.—Hothini^ particular. They smiled and said they are now great 
friends. 

Q.*-“At what time did you go to the Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th ^ 

A. — At about 2 p. m. with Hans Raj , Hans Raj took me there 
along with other persons to make arrangements for the 
meeting which w^as to come off at 5 p. m. 

Q.^“-When you got there, who made the arrangement about Takhat- 
posh (platform) and other things ? 

A.— Hans Raj, and we helped him. 

Q,— Did you see any police officers there, when you were making 
arrwiigements ? 

A. — Yes. I saw two L i>. officers. I don’t know their names, 
but I know they are C. I. D. officers. One oi: them was a 

Mubammedan and the other a Sikh not the Sikh Sub- 

inspector who was Hans Raj’s friend but another officer. 

Q. — How do you remember this? Was there anything to attract 
your notice ? 

A. — Yes. 1 saw them taking away iians Raj to some distance and 
speaking to him, 

Q. — Could you hear what they said ? 

Q. — Were you there all the time before the soldiers arrived ? 

A.— No. Sometime later, when it was Nimaz time, 1 went to the 
mosque close by to say my prayer^ 

Q. — Did yon come back to the garden ? 

A, — Yes, at about 5 o’clock. 

Q. — How long after yon came back to the garden did you see the 
soldiers ? 

A.;*-™tTust .as t arrived near the platform, I .saw soldiers'' coming;, iu,,,. 
through the main gate. 

Q, — What happened then ? 

A. —The people who were seated; got up and were running away 
Hans Raj then shouted out, “Don’t be afraid, sit down, 
Government will never fire/’ Some of them ran away, but 
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good many: of them -again- 'sat clown* f liositated a moment 
and then ran. away. As" -I ■ was, iainnii:ig:away,;,'I 

of firing and I sa'W many .men ■ Mliog. do wn* Liickilyv 

I escaped, 

Q.^^'Which way did yon rnn out of the garden ? 

A,-— I rao.away'by climMng.ove-r the wall near the well,: .:I: weiit,, 
straight home. 

Q, — Did yon see Hans Raj again ? 

A.^ — Yes, On the next morning at about S o’clock, he came to 
my shop, 

(■i . — Did he say anything to you ? 

A.-- -yes*,,^ t::,-.- 

A, — He said that the pdiee weW aftat Mm and that he would be 
arrested. He asked me , to he careful as the police might 
arrest me also. 

, Q, — Did you say anything ? 

A,-— 1 said that I had committed no offence, and I was not afraid of 
the police. 

Q. — Do you know whether Hans Raj was arrested or not? 

A. — Yes, ' He was arrested. I don’t know on what date. 1 
him in the Kot walk 

Q. — Were you arrested ? 

x\, — Yes. On the 20th of April, I was arrested while 1 was offer- 
ing prayer in the Hall Bazar and taken to the Kotwali and 
I was confined in the Kotwali for ten days, 

Q. — Tell us shortly what happened during these ten days. 

A. — I was asked to give false evidence, and I was oppressed in many 
ways. ■ . 

Q.~TeIi us exactly what happened. 

A, — When I arrived at the Kotwali, Jowahar Lai, C. I, D. officer, 
caught hold of my heard and slapped me so hard that it made 
me reel for a while. 

Q, — But why did he slap you all at once? 

-..will tell you every thing, hear me. He began, by slapping 
me as L have said. He then asked me to state that Drs, 
Satyapal and Kitchlew had instigated me to bring abont 
the Hartal on the 6th, that they had encouraged me by 
saying that they would use hombs to drive out the English 
from the Country. I refused to make a statement, contaiji* 
ing such falsehoods, Jowahar Lai then asked his underlings 
■to take me aside -and to make me ‘‘alright”. I was then taken 
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a few paces from Jowahar .Lai -s office table and asked by a 
number of Constables to please Jowabar Lai by doing what 
be wanted me to do. I still refused. They then caught 
hold of my hand and placed it under the leg of a cot, over 
which seTen or eight constables were sitting. When the 
pain became unbearable I cried out, Leave my hand 
I will do whatever you ask me to do.” I was then taken 
to Jowhar Lai again. He asked me to make that statement 
before him, 1, refused to implicate Drs. Kitchlew and 
Satyapal falsely. 

y, — What happened then ? 

A. — That day I was kept confined in a room. The next two days 
I was again beaten, slapped, and caned. Still, I refused to 
give false evidence. They then threatened me that they would 
make me an accused and I would be hanged. I still refused. 
On the 6l;h day, I was again mercilessly caned by Jowabar 
Lai and slapped and beaten on three or four occasions 
during the day. It was one continuous beating from 
morning till evening. 1 believe I was beaten that day ten 
times in all. At the end of it, Jowabar Lai asked me if I 
had become alright.” I said I was prepared to die, but not 
give false evidence. On the 7th day, I was again beaten 
but not caned. On the 8th day, I could bear my suflerings 
BO longer, I felt I was going to die, but still I refused to 
make that statement. They beat me agam~-th 0 y slapped 
me— they caned me~and then they dragged me near a' cot 
and placed my hand again under the leg of a cot and several 
constables sat on the cot. xAfter a few minutes, I shrieked 
out that I was willing to make any statement they wanted 
of me, 

Q, — What happened then ? 

A.“ — I was taken to Jowabar LaTs office room and I asked him to 
write out any statement he wanted me to make. He wrote 
out a statement by which I agreed to abide. Two or three 
days later I was taken to Aga Ibrahim. Magistrate, before 
whom I repeated the same untrue statement. 

Q.“-Did you meet Hans Eaj in the Kotwali ? 

A, — Yes. Before I had made the untrue statement to Jowahar LaL 

Q. — -Did he say or do anything ? 

A; — Hans Raj advised me to act according to the dictates of the 
police. He tried to induce me in various ways. I told him 
that I would prefer dexith to speaking falsehood. 
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Q*— In wtai condition did you find Hans Eiij ? 

A*“I fonncl Mm qnite jolly and comfortable. He laiigiieci when 

the policemen tortured me, 

Q» — After yon made yotir- statement to the Magistrate, were yon let 
off?' ' ■ 

A.^Yes, bat on condition that I made my appearance at the 
Kotwali every day. From that time I had to attend the 
Thana every day and had to wait there sometimes for two 
hours, sometimes for three hours and so on. 

Q. — How long did this continne? 

A , — Till the 9th of June when I was taken to Lahore under Police 

Qb' -Where did yon stay at I.ahore? * 

A.™ I was taken to Lala Jowahar LaFs house near Nila Gnmbaz. 

He asked me to stick to the statement I had made before 

'■ 

Q. — What did you say? 

A.— I said nothing, although 1 had made np my mind to tell the 
truth in Court. 

Q. — What happened after that? 

A. — On the 16th of June, I was produced before Slieikh Rahim 
Bakhsh and two. other English judges. I toid the truth 
before them. I also told them that the poli'.'o had tortured 
me. When 1 left court, I was again beaten by Jowahar Lai 
Eventually I was allowed to come back to Amritsar. 
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27te statement of Brij Lalj IS years, son of Gia-n Chand,, 

notv apprentice at Satitak Sinyk and Attar Sbigh^ 
(Jommission Agents^ Kaira Bkag Singh, Amritsar^ 

Q. — Did you make any statement before the police ? 

A. — YeSj I made a statement to Inspector Jawahar Lai 
Q. — Tell us, how you came to make the statement, 

A. — ^About twenty days after the firing in Jallianwalla Bagii, one 
Sub-Inspector and two constables came to me and took me 
to the Kotwali. 

Q. For How long did you remain in the Eotwali ? 

A. I was kept there in custody for 9 days, during Aa^iicb peri^^ 1 

was not allowed to Lave the Kotwali, 

Q. How long after you Were taken to the Kotwali, did yon make 
your statement? 
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A. — After five or six days. 

Q. — Tell ns what happened (luring those five or six days. 

A.— i was kept confined in the verandah next to the Kotwalij andl 
never allowed to answer even calls of riatnre without 
being attended by a const ib’e. I was made to sleep on the 
bare floor; and occasionally, I used lo be beaten and caned by 
constables. After two days, I was made over to Hans Raj 
who used to be in the Kotwali. Hans Rij wanted me to 
make a false statement whh^h, at first, 1 refused. Then after- 
wards, when I could not boar it any longer I made a state- 
ment to Inspector Jo wahar Lai according to the way Hans 
Raj taught nte. 

Q.— The statement which you made before the Martial Law Tribu- 
nal in the Amritsar Conspiracy Case was in accordance with 
the statement which you had made to Inspector Jawahar 
Lai ? 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — I am reading out to you the statement which was recorded by 
the A'lartia! Law' Tribunal at Lahore in the r mritsar Conspi- 
racy Case- The Statement is ‘ One Kalya came along 
beating another tin and calling out, “ If Hindus and Moham- 
madans unite Government can do nothing’. ” Did Hans Raj, 
teach you to make the statement ? 

A — This statement is true. I said this myself; nobody taught me. 

Q, — The account which you gave as to what happened in the Jallian- • 

' wala Bagh in the afternoon of April liitli, were you taught: 
to say that by any body? 

A — Hans Haj taught me. I went to the Jallian wala Bagh, but I. 
could not hear or understand the speakers. 

Q,— Did you see the firing ? 

A — Yes, 1 did. 

Q. — “What did you see at the time of the firing ? 

A, — All the people were running away when they were fired upon. 

Q. — You said at Lahore that Hukam Chand told you to announce • 
a meeting at tne Jallianwala Bagh ^hat evening. Is this 
true ? 

A^ — This is true, but I understood he did sounder Hans Raj's 
orders, 

— Why do you say so ? 

A— They are neighbours, living in the same locality.. I often saw 
them going about together, and Hans tiaj was looked npom.. 
by us as a leader. 



A.— IJe B:uri <3 e.isto and mod to li¥0 close to my 

arc: Ki^|.lUrB^■^>;'■ 

'Q.— Tbtui Hans llnj, iluMun CjLaiul, and yoiirsidf were neigliboisrs 

■::-v;(;;;:;';"',::- a'iine'^ ■■ ■■ 

Q,--.^^Afjy did YOU !/o to Jadlianwala Bafrh ? 

A .— 1 ivciii iixere to iiuar 1 /aia Kanhya JiiiFs lecturej as I was toll 
■ ■; be, w'oiild :spealt:'at-tlds;meei 

;^5ave'yo'o.'tiiabi.ii{:ormatioy ?. 

A.' — 

^(y,'_;\Vhe]ryoiF to ijiliore- to give evidence, ; were yon free^ 
tliere or rernuined lu police custody ? 

— I,vas in tbe Kuclierry imder police supervision from 10 a.m* to 
5 p, but 1 li e l in my aunt's bouse. 
y||A^i!be statement ■ wbicb' yo^^^ Inspector Jawaliar Lai, was 

it rea:l over to you at anny time ? 

Y:,A«“Tbat siutemenit. .no over to me at Amritsar, but at 
when I was-taKcn tl'sere to give eviden-e^ ; ' I bad to 
' go to liie Kactierry every <iiiy for seven or ei^'lit days before 
:■ : iiiy: evidence Vv as ta > en; and ■ every ■ of.ber ■ day my stMtameot 
over to me and 1 was- asked to loarii it ' up and 
remember when giviing evidence- 
' '"Q.— -In w ivat langi;a ge . w^as tbat. ? 

A,— III Uid'o, 

Q;..^,Cao Toil road Urdu ? d 
, A.-~-Yes3 and know a little English too. 
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"Ike st’-rtement ffhala. Karam Chasid, ^on of Lala AV/; Lul^aged 
2^^ in G mrnmehi Siirtice, AsslsHnt Account 
Fafinla St'ite Ilmk, ['aWF^i^ {Fnrrnerlg^ 

' shoplxeeper in Aarmadeorki^ Amrilsar)* 

I saw on April lOth man collsctei in Katra Jaimal Singdi and beard 
■flat Dr Kiteblow and Satyapifl had beon arresied. The people sail that 
they were closing shops out of grief for ibis, I also closed inv shop. 
There was a common report tbat after therdosing of shops al! should go 
to the Gole Bagh. Tee < rowds began to gather and go to Gole Bagli. I 
was behind.* The people -said, We will go to the D. Q, and make a. 
^petition for the re1e;i.se (fa,ryad) There - wore no sticks with the crowd. 
Its attitiiiie was not hostile iiany way. When I got to the iiali Gate, 
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some people were coming Inok. aod tlio news spread that people had 
heeii lirel on» Two wound d men on two charpds were brought into 
the c‘ty. When they saw this, the crowl got excite 1 and 
bagari to get sticks. The people went to Bhanswula Ba^iar where sticks 
are sold. When the wonndeil were taken to Dr. FaroxHti, Hall 
his son Mian Mohnma?.lan Din was presents Ho was asked to extract 
tlio bull-.ds, but he Slid ho hai not >t the inslnimenfcs. Then they were 
taken to Dr. Molid. Oashir. He Slid, ‘'Tiken thein:to';iny'bo.m 
extr.icfc the ballets.’’ Then we want there, and we put the woanded 
isen flown iasiie,. t ' le .honse" an .i . shut ' the ' ■ -door^^. : ^ Then ' 1 ; went'.' to , :tl!e 
..faliianwiila .Bagh' and reache 1. the bazar. There, I.sawra^aa'nykiaeii ...had 
.got stiG’''"S, ' Thev wero all .g=.>ing"' to,ytlia-’:stati.an.. ' ■■W.'iiO'n i'"' ' to '"'tile' 
.Q'oeen’s Statiia., I became aware th'a't ' the' .Nationa! Bank an.d, 'Town'iSa!! 
were 'on fire. When I got thero. the crowd were in front o''t the A'lliaBce 
: Bank* , They. 'cried oat that 'there was a Sahib there*' The door be.'lo'W 
'was .C' Osed. . A. clerk \vas seen 'alone, .Th 0 .p 0 .oplB'''.aske<iw'Iiera 'th© S'-ihih 
was. The' dork saiil, the S'-..diil> had gO'Oe. ' ' They'- 'called Open the 

do'orB’ " lint he refused. They than "be it. the 'doof in with their 'stie'ks^^ 
Some".' men went 'upstairs. From there- a' ■pistol . was: fired.. ■, .The-, .people 
■'Cahie'down'qiiic'k'i j. They s'l'^peote'.i th'^it: the. -.Sahib was upstairs ':® 
;a.,iirt!r:went iip and hit the iipp-sr door'witha stick..: .E,‘ 'was a Si'vh from , 
: .Peshii''wa.r.'' He 'was woimded and fell and the.peo.pl0"'b.f.oagl!t him down ' 
.■.■and took'him.'on apian k to the doctor. : The si another mui^weat 'ap'y'aad',. 
aia's 'wo-nmled^ 'He had two bullets, The!! ' m.'iny.'mori, go't'into the'Bank 
'.from . tli.e rea.r., by w?iy of the', ci dh m.i'r'-<.et:a.n:l :b3,gan to'O.pe'n..:th 0 'door.,., 
:'''The.' , .people; :po'ar 0 'd in and. they ^i!l'ed'th3:;...'Sahi'b au'l '.threw him down; 
, into the .ihizar. The p'sopb said, 'Hie is dead’k- Tha.n "I went 'back' 
to my shop. There 1 liesird that the Nutiorial Bank goiiovrn. liai 
been looted. .Then ,I went to my own house. On the next day ^ the 
■dead meii ■were ta;ivea ,fo:r^^^^^^ an .enorouas cro'Wii had gathered* : 

aiklithe bodies, of the Hia'-ias and of the Mas lira ins were t iken in' o. the 
Mosq'ua There was a great axsito.meat at that time., in t re' Jiiaia Masjid, 
the Deputy Cornmissionor’s order was iieiri that tbre 'p.sopb coiill take 
the bodies for bnrhl up to 10 .o'clock, b'ut there 'rn'ist not be mire tliaa' 
8 or lo men with each bo'iy, arii tint they 3h,.>ull'-n..jt be . burnt outside 
tiie Blepliant GiUe, but at Saltan .Wind, ' The' people" wrero not willing 
■to accept this order. Taey tooz the holies to the Jallianwaia Bagli and 
then to Sam his Tatab. There, the Hindus and Alohamadans were 
burnt and buried, si b by side. Oi f>ho next d.iy., those, who !i:id been 
wounded and had diel later, were burial in the simc way; and on tre 
ord day, there was the sams thing, early in the iH'.>rning. A Hiadii, & 
relative 0 ! Tiiakur Mill in Chaud was burnt. 



0‘t“^ tte i2tK a meetiBg was held in the Hindn Sahba School 

wTaich Hans Ilaj amwanced that there would he a meeting in Jalhunwala 
Ba<rh the next day. On the I3th, also, some people went round the city 
with a drum annoxnncing the Jallianwala Bagh meeting^ and th t Lala 
Kan hya is a very famous and respected man’, would be the, 

president, i heard nothing on than day about the proclamation of Mar- 
tial law. I went about 4-30 p m. with Lala Wassumal to tlie Jallia- 
n'wala Bagh. tin my way to the Bagh, when I was in Katra Ahliiwaiia, 

I saw an aeroplane, 'in the bagh, there uas a very large crowd, so big 
that people could not hear. There were many o£ those who could not 
hear vho were silting on the grass ai.d the children were playing about. 
I8a4 no stichs of any hind. It was Paisakbi Festival and the shops : ' 

were closediandtl ere was iothiig to do, and when the lecture was 

anno unced, the people came there. Some people were sittingdown playing 
cards. Some were coming others were going. Many people^ had 
come from the country, as far as from Peshawar and hawalpindi, 
becanse it was the Baisal,hi fair. When I conldhear nothing, L- Vassunda 
said, « Come along, we can hear nothing." Just as we go near the big 
entrance, the soldiers began to enter with rifles. We went running at- 
once to the rigtt, where there is a passage. I rushed towards the 
passa<^6 and heard the soldiers firing. There were many uho rushed 
there\eforemo and after me. The people were all running when the 
firing began. The soldiers came in and forme ) into a line at once, and 
there war no warning given at all. They began to fire at once. 1 was 
near the Hansli pas age when the firing began The end of the passatre 
was blocked by a wall as high as my chest, and so people c uid not get 
out quickly, hut only one by one. When I got into tiie passage, saw 
that people were being shot down behind me. I tried to crouch down 
and saw that the trap door of the Hdnsli was broken. So, in the crnsh, 

1 managed get down in'o it, one leg at a time. I got into the water up 
to my thigh at the place where the lid over it was broten. Three other 
men slipped in. After that, I lemain.d under the Bansly- Then 
breathing became difficult, and 1 tried to get out The firing had 
by this ttme ceased. When I got my hand into the hole, 1 found a Sith 
getting water from the “fiansly” lor the wounded. I as.eil him 
whether the soldiers had gone, and he said, “ Yes. I said to him, Hatoh 
hold of me and get me on'.. ’ He got me out. W^hen I g -t out I went out 
of the passage towaids the Clock tower and got at last; to Karmadeorhi. 
Then 1 took off my wet clothes and i nt them in a shop llioro and changed 
my things. Then I came back into the B.<g , because I thought the wound- 
ed ought to be taken toihe Doo-qr. I went in at the entrance opposite 
the Stmadh. I saw a very iall Sikh, who was wounded in the log, and who- 
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^liad made a splint o! a small stick*. . Some man brongiit a diarpai,, 
and c nied him off and I left him* There were m;iny people 
wounded; and I found a Marwari wounded in the leg. We carried 
him through the Main Gate, (through which the soLiiers cirae) and 
put him in Bara Mandir by Queen Baxar. ' ' Therig as I was g >iag 
hick again, I met my father (L- Br'ij Lat), and my brother (L, Cyan 
Chand; ; and they told me that my elder brother, (Daulxt E im) was 
missing. Then we went to seek for him by way of Bazar Jallianwala. 
1. met many wounded men and children ; and there were the dead also in 
.Baz?ir Biirj Mewa Siogh, ' '.Then.ywe Went into the :gardeu,' , TheTe, 

were he uss of the dead piled, one upon another, and people were carrying 
them away. We searched and searched, and at the wall facing the maia^ 
entrance, we found his body. He was on the further side of the wall, 
■His legs were- covered with bricks, . and a ■ shot had gone , through his 
month. My brother and 1 took him up and found a charpai when we 
got back as far ijs Bazar Mewa Singh, and we took him home. While 
I was searching for my brother, I SaW, the Bagh was like a battle field* 
There were corpses scattered everywhere in heaps, and the wounded 
were crying out for water. I saw manj bodies of children. I saw one boy 
of about 12 years old being carried out, just at the time we were carrying 
out the dead. I looked into the passage from which I escaped, and there 
were the ilead in heaps. My friend, Wasuniall was wounded in the side and 
/^died'about 4 days after. : By far, . the greater number of ^ the 'Corpses 
islong the back wall and in the': corners. I never saw any lathis at alj 
in the liagh wheii I was searching for my hi’other* 

Th statement of Mr. Uam Saraii Sisiglb, aged 30 ‘^/ears^ son 0 / 
Fandit Bho/n Singh, Qlla Bhangtmi^ Amritsar^ 
MukMam4-a/M of Messrs, Gutti Rctm Mangat Ram^ ' 

, • Katra AhluwMimi,^ AwmiSfiTu : 


meeting on.. the 12tli April in Dhab' 
Khatikan. There Hans Raj announced, that a .meeting would be. 
held on the 13th April in Jallianwala Garden under the presidency 
of Lala Kanhaya LaL I did not hear any proclamation about itho: 
prohibition of meetings on the Blth. I reached Jallianwala .Gard^^ 
about 1 or 2 p* m. on the 13th of April.- .When, I went, I saw a 
^‘Takhtposh’’ there already, and Hans 'Raj was making all arrange-* 
menis. About 30,000' people assembled by 4 p. m. In this meeting* 
Hans Raj and others spoke. I saw' an- aeroplane hovering over tho' 
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mccliiig. About 15 miBBtos after, I beard ihc cry, llierc arc 

soldiery*” Tlicm IlaiislioJ erieiJ otii to pcojdc noh to he afrjiii! of 
aiiytliiiig* I saw some Garkhas and Eimipeaiss slanJing with rrflt^s 
in tibeir liandsi, near tbe main entrance^ I cannot say liow mnnj 
Ibere were 1211 all. ‘When ilie first volley was fiied, llaj 

again shotted, ® these are blank sbois.’ On the H?eoBd volley, 
people began to fall dowru 1 W’as about to run, also, when a Bikh, 
ptesniiiably a retiied military man, told me to lie flat to save my- 
self. I did so near the plaiforxn. 1 kept on there for abent 15 0 ? 
20 minates, and 1 was nnconscions of everything around me* When., 
I got up, I saw persons w’oiinded lying on all sides of me, and my 
elotlies' were- full of blood* I came back home from the entrance 
near' Dholan Bas^s house.' When I reached home, 1 learnt that 
my sister’s htishand had not returned* I , changed my clothes, and 
went back into the garden again- I saw about 1,000 persons lying 
■scattered all over the garden,- iricliidiiig sadlios Nihang jSikhs* 
".-ll'herO''wer€ .a number of these near the.entraBce to, the. bagh,.. 

including many yoiiiig boys* -There we bodies in, ^tho- 

ad jaeeiii lanes als,o. , I turned , over m,any, dead bodies, but - could^- 
’,„ not' trace , my :'bro,theT-in'law%. I returned home* Late the" 
evening, my sister told me. that her husband had not come home* 
Early in the morning on 14th, I again went to the garden with 3 
or. 4 other persons* I saw people' removing,dead'-,bodi6S' e.ven,.,tlie.nt';:^ 
found my relative’s dead body in the Hansli amongst other cor 
He had three b'ulletsa One on the forehead and another on the side, 
and the 3rd on the back. I brought ray relati ve’s body to Iiis boose 
In the Nimak Mandl, and removed' it-from there to tfc.e creoiatioE: - 
grounds at Chattiwind Gate. ^ , The place was full of dead bodiesy 
burning, and we had to cremate my relation out in the open | .andiy 
'. 'there were many others being cremated likewise. There, was no- ■ 
‘one io record the number of deaths. It, was a lew months ''afto 
when there was a notice from, the Deputy Commissioner, :;■ ask iiig.' 
for names of dead persons' to ', be given to the' Health Officer,; thab 
I informed hiin'Of my relative V death. : 
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h ' ' Thehsiaiement §f Raingopal Delhmala, agM. 28-29^ 

Lala Laehwd Mwain^ Confectioner^ Bazar Karmun 
DeorUy Amritsar m 

On the 12ih of April, I attended a meeting at Dhab Khaiikan^ 
and heard Hans Eaj announcing at the end of that meeting, that 
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another meoliDg would bo held the next daj in the afternoon at 
Jaliianwala and that Lala Kimbyala! would preside. 

The next da}% T. went to Jallianw^ula Bagh, ami as soon as the 
soldiers began to 11 re,, I ran a way with great difficalijs as 1 had to 
go over many dead and woiaided persons to climb over the eastern,, 
wail near the well. My clothes were ful! of blood and my dhoti 
slipped off when I was cliinblog. I was quite naked, when I found 
myself ifi the street. I did not hear of any proclamation declaring 
Marthii ..Law^ oiv.pro!nbituig ^public rneetrogs^orrihaiday.,^ ^ 

■r , About 1 or 8, 'days after ■the..ArlngJa'' Jail ianwaja'Baglip:' I., was^- ' e 

called away froni rs:ry ghop about:' by Fazal .Dlri„ 'police- 
■; ‘ - Sergeanij accompanied by Gurdilta .Fol iceman and anolber. , ' Fazal: ' ' :v:b '"; 

Di.n gave an order to take me to the Tliariedar and then left ns. ' I. ' ■ ■■ ■■■ ,y 
was- iabeii to, the National Bank before .:‘tlbiid-u!lah’b There 1 was. ",;' 
confined for five- days and nighite. .Therewere many’ others,, and one 
, pol ice-man -said, pointing at rne^ -‘'Here i's another man who shouted.. 

®M'.diatma Gandhi' ki. Jaih There .were others w^i.ih me. .1 .know the-’ 
,,,iiaiBCS-,,ol.some only, ,Maja Slngh„.. Atta-Miachioe“Wala near ^ Paranl: \-/,o 
, ,Kamak-'Al-andiv.,,::Buka Saraf,' . "Katra ■ 'Ghaniao, .and'bone--^ 

Jagai.,'Rainr .They -, were , kept .i n the .same-: way. I was abused , every. .. ' 

- day. : O'rie; Jagga .'w.as , ma.de bo: stand on. his- toes for , tioursf; in,.:,^the..':'' ' '^ 
day and night. lie became senseless one night and fell down. I 
was not told by any body as to why I hud been arrested. 

' Th^ Sardar WBzir Sln^ 

Singli Megh AJaJiasha^ agul 27 ^ Char/duw-il^ Tliana 

JSaroWid^ Sialkofe ihstfkt^ 

'I came to Amritsar four days before Baisakhi and stopped In . 
the Mandi to sell my horses. On the day when Dr, Kitchlew' and 
- deported, I went tow'ards the Riiilwuiy Bridge- 

and saw many people bare-headed. They had nothing in their hands. 

On enquiry, I was told that they were going to the Deputy commis-* 
sioner to request him to release the two leaders* In a short time,^ 
the firing began and some men were killed. I ran back to my * 

One day before Baisakhi, I attended the meeting in the scdiool 
at Dhab Khatikan, where it was announced by Hans iiaj that there 
would be a meeting in the Jallianwala Bagh the next dav, 

I attended the Jallianw^ila Bagh meeting. Shortly after the 
appearance of an aeroplane, the troops' arrived, and opened 'fire 
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wit, hoot Biiy warning, I ran, fell down and one man fell on me, 
and 1 narrowly esuuped being shot. 

Il;:: ~^7~ 

The sh'denumt of l.ala Ratan Chand, -son &/ Lnla ijokai C^kand^ 
Cash^. Kojyoi\ wjed Ktoflsa Culleije^ i’einiUyj 

' . "at ICimmoa T)eckny AmrUsa^ ■ 

■ ■ ()a/ih 1 atieiidcd a ineeiing held at ^Dhah 

Khaiikiiii, al wliich ilaiiB Raj spoke* At this meeting, he gave 

notice t.luii, on the next day, a meeting would ,be, hM iii the 

. ^ '''vAfc'' "tr^ tt ^ 1 


Jalliaiiwalu Bagh in the afternoon, over_,^ whioh^^^ Lala Kanhya 

would pMBido. ’ On proclamation, 

prohibiting public meetings;,;:!' - Went to attend the meeting at 

genUeman was addressing the meeting. Then he sat down, and 
another gentleman whose name I do not know spoke for a short 
time. He was followed by Hans Idaj. who again was followed by 
Dr. Gnrbux Bai. In the meantime, I saw an aeroplane hovering 
over the meeting ground. Shortly after, I heard sound of firing, 
and people began to run away on all sides. I did not see any 
soldiers, as there was a large number of people all around me. I 
kept seated where I tvas. As soon as the first firing ceased, I took 
the opportunity to run away towards the mud wall to the east. 
When I was jumping over the w^all, the firing began again, and I 
got a bullet on my right forearm. 


2S : 

'Hie statement of Lala Rhagwaiidas, «ow of Lola RameJmnd, aged 
SO, resident of Oali Mamanand, shop Purani Kanak Mtindi, 
Jaliianwala Kaira, Amritsar. 

I participated in the “Ham Houmi” procession on the 9th. 

On the 12th, I went to the meeting at the Dhab Shatikan at 
about 4 p. m. It was there announced that a meeting would take 
place next day at the Jaliianwala Bagh. 

On the i:jth, it was announced in the city by beat of drum that 
people should not assemble in any numbers. Policemen accom- 
panied this. A little later, by another drum beat, it was announced 
that a meeting would take place at the Jaliianwala Bagh in the 
evening. ,, ' ' 
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I went to the Bagh'at about, 4 m. on the ISth. Large 
-crom^ds were present. A Eimeral procession passed, and a number 
■ o£ Moliomraedans went with it. Than an aeroplane hovered over 
US. People got frightened, but -the speaker at the time assared 
them, and they sat down. Aboat, halt, an hour la^cr. soldiers 
(Gurkhas) arrived, They fired immediately^ and I fled towards Lala 
Dholan Das’s house. Between the Saniadh and Lala Dholao Das^s 
house, I la}’' flat on the ground for a few minutes, and then I Jumped 
over thekaicha (mud) wall near La la Dholan Dashs house. Many 
people Jumping near me were hit and fell. I went home. 

Next day in the evening, I went-Po-the Bagh. .. There were 3,,;Oir:., 
;4 corpses only then and these were being carried away. 

Among my iriends, Labba, resident of Chan Gail was Idlled. 
Also Phummoii. 


20 


llie statement of Kanhyulal High Court 

Pleader^ Aged lo years. 


On the 13tli April at b' p. m., I heard (at my house in the 
Civil Lines outside the city) that about 500 men had been shot dead 
in Jalliaowala Garden by the military authorities. Some days after, 
when I went to the city, I heard that some men (who have not been 
traced up to this time to ray knowledge) had, on the 13th April, 
proclaimed that a lecture would be given In the Jallianwala Gar- 
den by me. This led or induced the public to think tluit I would 
give them some sound advice on the situation then existing. Then, 
a very large: nmnber^of men w^eiit to that garden where they were 
,B hot down. The, proclamation .about my giving the lecture was 
wholly false. No one consul ted me^ I never 'had any intention 
to speak at or preside over any meeting on that day, nor did I ex- 
.-press any such intention to any' body.-' I belie've, as the Amritsar 
: peop.le::.-have great respect for me? my name w^as used to mislead., 
them. My name must have been proclaimed by some enemies of 
the public with an object which any reasonable mao can guess. 

I have to add that, along vrith all the members of the local 
bar, I was coraptTle.d to act as a special constable. This appoint- 
ment was made on the 22nd of April, when there was absolutely 
no necessity for such appointment for the maintenance of peace and 
order in the city. The police force was quite sufficient for the pur- 
pose, and as a matter of fact, the city was quiet on those Mays. In 
19 
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l"v.^‘h jrt ]'r4liil« rJiVi*rs r.nu i: ti*ok n }/ rciiiliieiitr 
1^1 i lii tii <‘ Aul RgiUi?iG:u Thi’i h wiij ihu whole bar was 
imiudiecl in !,!us way, . 


Of ' S&rd^^r-htmmln^h^§m.'0f'$w M^fik tsingh^ 
idiant/ajed 3g' "Mm douH ltd,id^ Amritsar. 


30 ' ‘ ^ 

The M^timeni 

ilerehant, uged Sg'^mn^ 

I was stacd-'' 

ing ill the Hall Bazar square, when a procession of the military 

elty Kotwalir 

Ashraf, Inspector. /-'of' Police, was rid ini; in front-: 
yOEvtheitr,:,,:^ General ^ were, in a- 

motor car and were followed by machine guns, armoured cars and 
trooj)s. After Inspector Mohammad Ashraf, came Sub-Inspector 
Abdullah and a naib Tahsilder in a bambu cart, proclaiming the 
Martial Law.. 'When I heard that all citizens were w-arned not to- 
come out after 8 p« in., I addressed Mr. Ashraf and asked him whe- 
ther I, a wine marchant, could transact my business after 8 mV,. 
becaiibC I held a licence for the retail sale; of country liquor out- 
side the city at the Lohgar Gate, ' AV-iiile I was speaking to the 
Inspector, Mr. Plomer, came up and ordered me, ^^Come here, AbkarK 
wala, the Genera! wants to see you”, I was taken to the General 
who :Was sitting in a car. with the Deputy Commissioner. I was at 
that time in my night dress and had just come out from my house 
which was quite close by, and was looking for my youngest child 
who was missing from the house. I was taken to the Generai i,i2, 
this garb; and when I wanted to explain to- him the inatte.r, I'' was;, 
ordered by the General to be shut up and was given in the custody 
of the British soldiers. I was then made to walk by force. :iii the, 
procession. They tied a cloth round one of my^ arm's and .dragged ' 
ttie along with them through several streets of the city. They 
proceeded from inside the Hall Gate towards the Hath! Gate, where 
they proclaimed the Martial Law. Then they proceeded toLogaih 
square, irom there to Dliab Khatikan, and then to Katra Sani 
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Siiigli and Katra Snfeti When I feli very thirsty owing to the 
hot sun and asked for so!oe water, one of the speciators on hearing 
my iaM|iiesi/crfrk3^r^^ a gl;asS' of, wrier, 'and': whiJe' I wawsaboiii -to, 
drink it., it was snatched away from my hand by a British soldier 
who said, ^No water wil! be aUowedh All the time when I slackened 
iriy 'paces Ir was pushed on by the soldiers ■ lo'ilowing me..' We ■■ pro- 
ceeded ‘to K,?it.ra Karam Singh, and thence to Lakktir Mandi Qlla 
Bl'iargiaisnagh Jhaiida Singh and then to Bas'ar Sirki Banian etc., 
and then to Ram B.a'gh-, garden, the.;army .■-.head -;qna^:,^teT,s.■Vs The 
proc€.ssioE did not pass tiirongfi the, ■■■most ■ po[jnlat€,d\;P>ar,ts,':^ 
eitj, e. Guru Bazar, Chaiib- .".Batbar Singh, ' Bazar '.Nia 
Katra, Juioih! Srogh, Bazar Pairangaii and several other thiekly-; 
poptilated , streets., 

djn reaching tbe,Raoi Bagh garden, I was ' made' to stand out - 
ill the I’ain.'iviili my two oilier coinpanionSjSiirendradiath and Hira-' 
kil who were also arrested at i)hab Khatikan for daring to p')nt' = 
some q'aes'tio'iis to Mr. Plomer. I was not permitted to answer the,-, 
o,a']l of nature. We 'were kept there for' abont ao hour when,, we w^ere 
hfinded, overdo , a B«ilnchi. regioient w^ho took. ns to the Fold. . 

,'we', were, haiidciiffed in, j,}airs'„'and,,were.ptit in a cell. .No food , was-;, 
,g,iveii', to ,ns doriiig i.he night and we .were made to slee,p on the bare, 
floor. There were about nine men already put in the same cell, ali 
handcuffed in pairs. On the next morning, we were taken out to an- 
swer the call of na'tnre and, at about 10, we were given gram withgur 
to eat. The stuff was too bad to be taken. We were not allowed 
to bathe. "We suffered a lot in the night. On the morning of the 
15th, the General came to our cell and, on our complaints, ordered 
I. e. those arrested on April 13, to be produced before him in the 
Ram 'Bagh ar'iiiy head.-quarters. .We were then taken to him in.' .a, 
motor' ear . w.ell guarded by soldiers. ' We were every now mud 
then told that we would be shot. When we arrived at the garden, 
w^e were handed over to, a London regiment who tied us all to, 'U- 
tree and constantly abused us and laughed at us. We were produc- 
ed before the General when he had his loncb. I was then sentenced 
to 8 daysquarter guard, where 1 was made to work by the military, 
garrison to ply a wheel for pumping water. I fell ill. After the ex- 
piry of 8 days, I wms released. During all this period, we were 
given very unwholesome food. I wasnever informed of the charge 
brought against me, 

I further state that Sergeant Sedgewick of M. P. G. F'ort, in 
whose charge we wmre, forced me to part with my gold ring worth 
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about. Es. 40 and a West End hmithii;; watch with a golden chai u 
worth abont Rs. 70 The watch bears my name. 


Zl 

The dakmmil of ijlwlmn JrJaiil, of Ghohwi (2HUf fCishmir}^ 
xitjid ■'■33,. :JJeetl un\>le^. .md Im-ioi of a ma-ykl in ■ ICdm 
Garha Shigh^ Amnimr^ 


I 


I was ii temporary Catlie Iiispecior at a cattle fair., I was 
busy with my work iit tiie iair, and have no personal knowledge of,^^ 
wluife took place on the lOlh ApriK I was also oa dtttj the wh«>|tf’ 
0 ! the 11th arod the l"ith, as also Oa,,iheldih A wheii 

police ofiicers came to thd , made the people leave 

the piaoe an,d close the fair./' There 'were about five or six thousand 
persons at the fair on that' day.' ■! left at 2 p. m., as the fair 
■came to an end. ' 

32 

The statem-int o/Shsilkli Abdal son of Sluuhlx AM Mahomed^ 

aged 2S gear,% Amstatit 3£.maget\ Roz Bazar 
Pmi *5 Hall Bazar ^ AomUart. 


I am an Assistant Manager of the Roz Bazar Press., ■■Amritsar* ■■■ 

On the 13tli April last, 50 copies of a proclamation were 
printed .in our hand press. On the l»th April, Wo liaiid-bills,— one 
about the Railway permits and the other about Kirpans,''"““rOf) copies 
of each were printed. The last two mentioned hanclbiils were 
given to us on the evening of 13ih April for printing, and we hand- 
ed the printed copies over to the authorities on the 14th April in 
Ram Bagh* In the hand-bill of the 14 th April about permits^ 
processions and meetings w^ere prohibited. This hand-bill is 
written by S. Mohamed Amin, Pleader, and is corrected by Mian 
Altaf Hussain, Revenue Officer. It bears a signaiiiie In English 
also, which appears to be that of General Dyer. I produce this 
original hand-bill. 

Of the three hand-bills, I saw only one about Kirpans being 
disttihuied to the public ; the others, I did not see distributed 
-or posted up anywhere. This document (marked I) is a copy, 
of the proclamation, of which I printed 50 copies' on the 1 th of 
.April.'' This was dictated by Mian Altaf Hussain, Revenue 
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Officer, and it was printed in his presence; and 50 copies were made 
over to him then and there. He asked ns to obliterate impfessions 
on the lithographed stone, which was done in his presence. These 
two docnoicLts (marked 2 and 3 respectively) are the originals of 
the two hand bills which were given to the manager at about 4 p.m. 
on the 13th of April for printing. We printed 700 copies of each. 

Roman Transliteration of Exhibit marked 1 ; — 

ELAN. 

Basiiindagan-e-Amritsar ko bazariye elan-e-haza fce Mut« 
tanabbeh kija jata hai ke agar woh nawh-e-Amritsar 
men koi mali nuqsan karen ge ya kisi anr qism ki seena 
zori ka irtekab karen ge to yeh samjha jawega ke aise 
ifal ke irtekab ka ishte-al shahr-e-Amritsar se paida 
hna hai anr ham bashindgan-e-Araritsar ko fanji qanoon 
ke mntablq saza dene ka tadanik karen ge. Tamam 
jahon anr majmon ki bazarie elan-e-haza ke mnmaniyat 
ki jati hai anr ham Jumla aise majinon ko philphanr 
mnntashir kar ne ke waste fanji qanoon ke mntabiq 
amal karen ge. 

Dastkhat-R — Dyer Sahab 0. B. 

Brigadier General Commanding 
Jullnnder Brigade, 

Translation of Exhibit marked 1 : — 
PROCLAMATION. 

The inhabitants of Amritsar are warned by means of this 
proclamation that if they damage any property or 
commit any act of violence in the neighbourhood of 
Amritsar, snch acts will be considered to have been 
instigated from the city of Amritsar, and we shall 
arrange to piini>h the inhabitants of Amritsar in accor- 
dance with the military law. All meetings and assem- 
blies are prohibited by this proclamation, and we shall 
act in accordance with the military law in order to 
disperse all such assemblies forthwith. 

(Sd.) R. E. Dyer, 0. B. 

Brigadier General Commanding, 
Jallundiir Brigade. 

Roman Translation of Exhibit marked 2 
ISHTEHAR. 

(1) Ta?nam khas aur am men mushtahir kiya jnta hai fce kisi 
shakhs bashiiida shahr-e-Amritsar ko ijazat nahin hai ke' apni . zatii' 
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ya kiraye ki sawari par ya paiditl mumkrja rail afsaraii hC piim 
feasii kiye bagair sliaht se buhar iiikle* 

1. Jaiiab saliab Comsr.issioiicr JJaluiiliir Artirii‘*jar« 

2. Sir. J. E. iieibil Sahab fcoptriiUiaujirui Ibibaiiiir 

3. Sir, Bcck^it kuliab Assisiani; Commii^sioncr ]bil:adui% 

; ; V' g,;' \ ■ ■b. ;. - 

4« Sir Cuiinur Saliab, Slagistrace Baiuidiir, Anni!.-U!% 

5. Sir. Bcj'uioar Balmb Sirgiiitrate IbdituJary Aiarilsa r* 

6. i\ g li a ' Siv5 amii iiiu tl jil. ussa i 11 ■ kiiiiu b Siagi^i'iaiic.:, ,lia:liailQ,r:f': 

: .AiiiriisaT." /■ , ■.' •/.. 

Mr. Eiomet’ Sahali ^:,^4piiiy ' Siiperiuteiidenl} Bahab 

M?Wr$il3^^iSSzSH I;':'® 

PoHce. ii*;-c1iaTg8 ■■E’oiwali,.^®liabr/A,mTiisar. 
||J{fl||®^ ek khas Bom.aoa ka.lioga, 

BkS .slia'khs bashinda ■ -slia li r . ko .ij<iEai;. ..ualiiB' liai ' ;ke aih 
AlialQ::. rak makan sebabar nikle. Jo'Sbakhas ath lia je raS 

g;?ke'''b^ad;^ jaweage- goi'i ,se '.mare jaiie.''k0: miisiaujab 

hoBge, 

(3S '';Kjsl qism:/ka 'koi juias kisi ; wa'qi. shah^ ko bazaarok'/meip^^ 

. ya . siiahr ,ke kisi'' .. hisse me ■ ya' .obahr ' ke- babar Jdsi' Jagali ii]kad.;'Be>^ 

, ki.iJ.aHia.t cahhi iuiL' Is qisiii , ka Aioi jaliis. ' ya logon' kabkiaptiA 
; :.(akatl:i) ihiiaf-e-qaiioon saiiijha . Jawe .ga' :aii,r mske oath' , waisa lii :. 
b 'Oalnt^^'k aar agar ziariira'ii.'. hogl'. to "sakli ' ke zarije 

muntashir kiya jawega. 

B.. E. Djei% 

Brig. Gciieraiy 

Gomds. 45th Brigade, 

'■ Amrilsary '1 

„ Translation, :of .Exhibit Siarhed 2. v.'; , 

XOTICK 

gg iiotifi,ed that no'- inhabitant of ;Aiiiritsar is „ 

:>perffiitted., ,i 0 ;;go;: 0 nbrJ.^^ in liis.' ',c'wii;,o,r in' a hired '.conveyance . 

or ,011 loot Tvithoiit obtaining a pass horn : the. miihi\meniioijei ' 
officers:-- * 

Am.ritsar.„ 
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(4) Mr. Connor, Magistrate, Amritsar. 

(3) M,r. Sejoioiir, Magistrate, Amritsar. ■, 

(ti) Agha Mohammad iinssain, Magistrate, Amritsar. 

(7) Mian Iltai Hussain, 'Magistrate, Amritsar. 

(8) Mr. ri. Plomer, Deputy' Sa'pdt. of Police, Ariiriisar. ■ 

(9) The Officer in charge of the; Amritsar Police tStation/; 

: 3 :'C ^of ; thee ci:ty Ms './permitted;:; to,^ of;h^is: 

lionse after 8 p« m. Persons going' out .iiito the st.rcct ai'teir S.p.vin. 
■will be liable to be shot. ■ 

, 3. No ■ ,processiont;;f3;; p'ermitted; /ut-- anyv'Hm'e In . the ^ bazars.' 
or ' i a any part of lJ,ie .ci ty . or ■ ''iit ii.ny':p''laO 0 'm/iit.srd 0 ;;.;.^'t ■ .' A.iiy; ; 

such procession or gatdierii]g :wi.llt iilega!,' 04i(l.;wi^ 

dealt with accordingly, and, if necessary, 'will ' be dis'persed'byr 
means of iirmSj, 'r . 

(S(D) R. E. Dyer, 

Brig. GcuL, 

; ''Oomds. ;M .5th:' 'B rif 
Amritsar. 

13 - 4 -- 1019 . 

■ .Roman Transliteration of 'E'shibit Marked 3. 

bV, , IITELA. \ 

; Yeh' khabar mashhiir ki gai ha'i ke. clia'nd Sikh anrton ko faiijion .; 
■ne tang kiya' aur iinse^hatak aoiez ■ bar'tao kiya iiai, ITeb,. ^ khabar 
\sacbbi.'nahiii« ' 'Bainen jo khabar mill bai -woli. -yeh. hai' ke ^'Bikhoa 
;„,ki :e..k bar! jamaat' ko jin men chand ■au.rte'ir;bhi ' thin v pah redaimn ne' 
roka kyuB kc pahredaroii ko auvalan yairti.'Jlra is bat ka ' na tha, 
"ke kirpan rakbne ki ijaznt hai. • Mazid .barnn is Jamaat men seek 
sbakhs ke pas ek cboti talwar ibi aur dusre' ke pas kaiharian thecn. 
Kirpanen aur hathiyar adraiyon se to le lije gai magar aurton se 
naliin liye gai. .-'' Jab .yeh. miiamia.' jarnail coiiimaiiding afsar sahab 
bahadiiT ke' riibaiu pesh hiia to nnlioii ne bukra ' diya ' kC' kirpanen' 
wapis die jaweii, lahvar zapt kar 'lee gai. Sikh aiirion ko kisr 
tarah ki ko! taklif nahin dee 'gai. Is bat'ki ''loiimariiat hai ke koi 
mard.auratki talashi le aur iS' rnuamle me is ke khiiaf nahin hua.V 
Aisa nawuijib fail sakht musta...ujibe s'aza- bai.' Is miiamle ke mutaliio' 
agar koi shakhsnalishi hoga toha.m 'bazat-e-khud' puri p'uid 'ta!i4%a.t. 
karen ge. 

. Daskbat-lii]es^.Tryi;r.sg : 

■■..■■Deputy Commissioner, ' 

Am rlt's|'r.';;':;;t;y; 

Translation :.o£ Kxhibifc'Marked. 
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NOTICK 

A siory has beftt circnlated that some Sikh women have been 
harassed and insulted by soldiers. This is not true. The informa- 
tion we have received is that the soldiers on guard ( Fuhradar ) 
held up a large body of Sikhs which included some women, as the 
soldiers did not at first know for ceitain that Kirpiins were allowed 
to be kept ( by Sikhs ). Besides, one person in this gronp had a 
small sword and another had some axes. The Kirpans and arras 
were taken away from the men, but not from the women. When 
this matter was brought to the notice of the General Officer Oora- 
manding, he orderfd that tie Kirpans be returned. The 
was confiseat^j|j.^Tbe sikb tf^opaeu ^er|'n<tf harrassed in any way. 
Men ate and nothing was done 

in tb!fr'‘i^^f^^'^’^®htWvenlieA '’St'.'ltifs '{prohibition j. Such an 
Ithp^o'^er act deserves severe punishment. If any person comes 
forward as a C( raplainant in this matter, we shall personally 
, investigate it fully. 

(Sd.) Miles Irving 

Deputy Commissioner, 
Amritsar. 

33 

The statement of Mulchand, Lai a Molianlal Khatri aged about 

60 lears, resident of Katra AMuwaiian, AmritsaT^ 

On tbe 13th cf April 1919, I heard it annonneed bj tlic- 
beat ot drum tlviit Lain Kanhiyalal, Vakil, would diJiver a , leettire 
in the Jailianwala Bagh that evening. .As the Baizar was closed 
and I had nothing to do, I went to the gardan at 3 p. m. with my 
son, son-in Jaw and a £ew other boys, some of whom were children 
of 7 or 8 years only. 

I did not see or bear of any annonneement by beat of drniiiy or 
proclamation or notice that people were prohibited from attending 
public meetings, or that such meeting would be brohen up by force* 
Thai was the reason why 1 went there with the boys and children of 
my family. 

A little after my reaching the garden, I noticed an aeroplane 
hovering over ‘heio for some time and returning after a few rounds* 
On the sight of the aeroplane, I wanted to leave the place with some 
other people; and Hans Eaj, who was lecturing, said that it was 
doing its work, and that we should contmne our work. After this, a 
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funeral procession passed that way, and a number of people left to. 
join it; and others were also making a move, when they were again 
preyented by Hans EaJ, 

I noticed two other men leaving a little after this, who appeared 
to belong to the Police ; and as they passed by me I told them that 
as L. Kanhiyalal had not come, I would also go. They said, there 
was still time for him to come and that we should wait. I then 

noticed some other men, who all appeared to belong to the 

Police, slipping off from the place, and very soon after, the 

British soldiers and the Gurkhas came up. As 1 was not 

facing that way, I saw in that direction only once, and saw 
rifles on their shoulders ; I had just turned my face when firing was 
started. People took to flight, and yet, once more they were exhort- 
ed by Hans Eaj to stay as it was blank fire simply to frighten 
them and that nobody would be injured. Some of the people hesi- 
tated for a moment, and then every one ran. When they were run- 
ning, I saw them being fired upon and hit. They were falling on 
one another, running in all directions and the shots were also seen 
coming from all directions. 

I also ran to my house which was quite close to the garden, and 
not finding my son and soa-in-law in the house, I had to return to the 
garden again. I searched for the boys all round amidst the heaps 
of the dead bodies. I saw people dead and dying in the Hansliwali 
lane, on the way near the Bnrj of Mewa Singh and in the houses and 
rooms of the lanes in the vicinity. According to my estimate, they 
were not below 1500 or 2000. My shoes were left in the garden 
also. I noticed ornaments, clothes, watch chains, notes and cash 
lying by the dead bodies that evening. Next day, when I went 
into the garden to look for my shoes, I did not find these 
things there. The military did not order us to disperse or give any 
warning, but straight way commenced firing. 


34 

of Khuslial Singli, aged 33, son of Lala Kanslii Ram, :y : 
Ahhwaliat Amlioneef and Commission Agent, resident, Katra 
\ Amritsar. 

I am a licensed Auctioneer for Amritsar and Sialkote. About 
:11 a. m. on I' heard that Drs. Eitchlew and Satyapal were" 

arrested.-^ .M-came to the baiaar, ami 
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■Baw the whole place closed. People bad gone in large numbers u> 
Hall Bazar side. In the market, near Qtieen^s Statue, I met 
Bnstomjee^s son; and Jnst near the Sabzee Mandi, we saw corpses of 
persons being brought to the city from the station side. We were toM, 
they had been shot at the carriage bridge. These were 7 or S in all. 
One of these dead bodies was of Mewa Singh, brother of Arjan Siiigli 
Halvai, Pnrani Kanak Mandi* This was the first man slmt at tlu* 
bridge. I learnt this from Arjan Singh. When I reached near 
the Telegraph Office, I saw a mob coming from the Aitchison Park 
side. I was standing near Lai Din, Police Sergeant. The . mob 
was asked to go back by Gnrdial Singb Salaria^' wh4> was on horse- 
back and ' liar-at-Law. Tele*- 

graph then. The mob did 

tnm^bwards the city. I saw soldiers also posted near the foot 
Widge in the Railway compoxind. I then came away. In the 
evening, I came back home about 5 p. m. 

On the 13th, abont 12 o’clock, I got news from a reliable source 
ihat I should not attend any meeting that day, as there* was danger 
of the meeting being fired upon. 

On the 13th at about 1 p. m., I saw from my baithak, which 
overlooks the garden, Hans Raj and another man who were arrang- 
ing to have the garden cleared. They called a sweeper. I too 
went down. These men then sent for a “Takhtposh.” I also 
helped them for making arrangements for water for the people. 
People began to come in large numbers. There were about 20 to 
25 thousand persons in the bagh up to 4 p. m. Then a funeral 
procession passed. About 5,000 people joined this procession. 
Lectures began from 3 p. m. After the procession, an aeroplane 
hovered over the meeting. There was a stir in the crowd then, 
and Hans Raj shonied out to the people not to be afraid of the 
aeroplane and to remain seated. I was sitting near the platform. 
With me was a 0. I. D. policeman whom I recognised, but whose 
name I do not know. This man looked towards the house of Mir 
Ahamad Hasan. I also did the same, and I saw some G. I. D. 
people. I went up the roof of my baithak to see who the people 
were in Ahmad Hassan’s house. I could not see any thing from 
there. On coming down again, I met Mohomadi pehalwan who was 
standing with Mir Riazul Hassan near the gate of the bagh. He 
told me that soldiers would come and start firing on the people 
and told me to clear out. He also informed me that 2 persons, 
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one Ibadallah, 0. I* D. Sab-Inspector, and another Mir Obudulla 
and one more were sitting in Mir Riazul Hassan’s house* He 
also told me that he was kept by these men outside the house as 
a guard* I then called out to some persons, I knew, to leave the 
meeting and they went away. I came by the bazar to my 
baithak. There I saw about 40 or 50 Baluchees going to 
Sultanwind Gate* I went inside my gali. After this, almost 
immediately, I heard shots being fired in the bagh. I ran home. 
This sound continued for about 10 or 12 minutes. Then I saw 
wounded persons coming running to our gali. I helped some by 
lending clothes. Shortly after the firing had ceased, I went into 
the garden from the gate close to my baithak. This passage was 
full of dead Imdies. In the gali alone, there were over 50 dead 
bodies. Inside the garden near this gate, about 125 dead bodies 
were lying. I went round the whole garden. There must have 
been at least 2,000 killed or wounded all over the garden. The 
largest number was towards the burj of Mewa Singh. Many were 
scattered over the place where the meeting was held. ‘'Nuvi^ 
was full of dead bodies. There were small children and young 
boys also among the dead, I returned home about 7. p. m. 

I went in the morning about 6 o’clock again on the 14th 
April into the garden, and the place was full of dead bodies scat- 
tered all over. 
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The statement of Sohan Lai, Rolm Kisken, Barher^ aged oJ 7/ears 

Chouh^ JPhulanwala, Amritsar : — 

On the 13th of April, I went to Jallianwala Bagh. I was 
■seated near the platform, when Hans Raj was making his speech. 
I knew Hans Raj from before, as I had seen him addressing other 
meetings and on certain occasions I had been to his house. After a time, 
I saw soldiers entering the garden through the main passage. As 
the people were getting up to run away, Hans Raj shouted to them 
not to do so. He said, ‘ the Government will never fire upon in- 
nocent men’. He asked them not to stir, but sit quietly and said 
that he would settle the matter with the soldiers. After saying this, 
he came down from the platform. Before he did so, he waved his 
handkerchief. I saw him going towards the soldiers, but I lost 
sight of him, as suddenly at that time the fire began and the people 
began to run in all directions. There was utter confusion. I also" 
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ran and came 'out of the garden throngh a passage near the well.. 
::I::.saw,:imany people' had already lallen. Luckily, escaf €d.:aiid:;raii;' 
as lar: as the statne of Queen Victoria. When I caine.' there^ 

■Hans. Raj again. When, I met him again,,' he asked me •to. leaw, 
■the: mess age at his house that he 'was alright.' He proceeded to- 
wards, the' Hall Bag:ar ; and I went to my' house,, and. on. my way I gaye 
Hans Raj’s message to bismother. Since then, 1 ha^e not seen him. 
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The statement of Lala ilardyal Mai, o.ged 46 t/ears^ son of 
Lola Daryana Mai Sahai, proprietor of Hariya Bam 
Co., jF^rani Amritsar^ 




''y0l4 


My office and honse is situated on the left hand side of the 
passage from the street to the , Jallianwala Bagh. I was in my 
honse from 9 a. m. on the 13th of April till the next morning. 
People began to assemble in the Bagh from 2 or 2-30 p. m. An 
aeroplane was hovering over the place at about 4-30 p. m. I was 
in the window of the first floor looking out into the street beIow» 
Bhagwan Singh, Sergeant 0. I. D., came in plain clothes about 3 or 
3-30 p. m. and entered the Bagh. Ten minutes later, Ibadnllah, fj. 
I. D. Sub-Inspector, in plain clothes, came and entered the Bagh. 
The latter came out about 7 minutes later and went away towards 
the Kotwali. Shortly after, Pandit Saeen Dass, a Gujrati Brahmin,, 
a priest came to see me and sat down. Then came Mohanlal who 

proposed, they should go up to the roof of the top story anc 

watch the meeting from there. He said he was sent by Sub-Inspector 
^ Ibaduliah to the Bagh to see what was going on there, and that he 
had been to the Kotwali and reported about the people assembling, 
and had come back from the Kotwali. The door opening on the 

first floor was closed and we three went up to the roof. Shortly 

after, some Baluchi soldiers (40 or 50) came from the direction of 
the Kotwali and marched past the entrance of the bagh to the 
Lakkar Mandi side (left of main entrance). Ten minutes later, 
the Mahomedan city inspector and Mir Singh Sub-Inspector came on 
horseback, followed by 35-40 Gurkhas on foot, ■ who, as they were 
walking along the street, were harassing people sitting in front of 
closed shops. After the Gurkhas, there came two motor 
ears from which $ 6 European officers alighted. There 

were two armoured cars following the motor oars, in each 
'of which one European soldier was visible. The police, about 
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40 or oOj brought a*p the rear* The officers posted 4 or 5 
policeoaen on each motor car and entered the garden with the 
Gurkhas; the policemen stayed outside. Soon after, the order to fire 
was giyen and the meeting consisting of about 20,000 people was fired 
upon. Some indistinct English words were heard by me which I 
took to be the order to fire. Those words were immediately followed 
by the sound of musketry. Some one was standing on the dais and 
appeared to be lecturing, though he could not be heard from the roof 
where we were. Some men were noticed running away as soon as 
the soldiers entered. It was after the first shots were fired that all 
the people began to run in all directions. Shooting, even then, was 
continued on all sides of the garden and many fell while running 
away. The firing continued for about 10 minutes and it was done 
-by the Gurkhas. After which, the officers and soldiers went back 
out of the same door as they entered, on to the road to Lakkar 
Mandi, but turned towards the Kotwali. My estimate was that 
about 1000 were killed, Mohan Lai and Saeen Das estimated 500 
to 700. We three then came down ; the visitors having gone to 
their homes, I sat in the window of the first floor again, smoking 
and watching the people carrying away the corpses. At about 7 
p. m., Sub-Inspector Mir Singh came and entered the garden, and 
came out again after a few minutes. At about 11-30 p. m., the 
Gurkhas, officers, and armoured cars came from the Kotwali side 
-and went towards the Lakkar Mandi. I did not hear any procla- 
fmation, prohibiting meetings or declaring Martial Law. At about 
10 in the morning, I heard a boy make an announcement near the 
Allahabad Bank. He annouced the meeting that afternoon at 
Jallianwala Bagh. 

37 

The statement of Sardar Arjan Singh, Son of Sardar HaUm SingJi, 
Ahluwalia^ aged 57, Shopkeeper^ Purani Kanah Mandi^ Amritsar. 


When the troops went to the Jallianwala Bagh on April 13, 
I was giving water to the people from a /‘SabeeF’ in my shop. A 
police sergeant on foot was going in front of the military* One of 
the military asked the sergeant near my shop as to where they 
were being taken. He was told to hold his tongue. The troops 
were Mohammadans and they passed the Jallianwala Bagh & went 
towards the Sultan wind Gate. Ten minutes after, at about 5 p. m., 
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aiaother detachment of Mohammadan soldiers went to the Smltanwind 
Gate from Lakkar Mandi side. Abont a quarter of an hour after the 
passing of the second detachment, the Kotural, Mohammad Ashrai 
Khan and Sub-Inspector Mirj Singh, came on horseback acoompaai-* 
'ed by' a constable, Bhagwan Singh on foot. They went into the. 

■ Jallianwala Bagh., About Stc minutes after^ they came out of the 
Bagh, a detachment of twenty Gurkhas led by a European on horse- 
back arrived. This European said something, on which the soldiers 
brought their rifles down to the ground. The European went into 
the Bagh and came out in a few moments. At first, the Gurkha 
stopped outside the Bagh, but on the arrival of a few British soldi- 
ers and an armpui^ed car, they went into the Bagh. When I saw 
the troops. the shop opposite to mine, 
and ^?ritnesil^d'tAat ihf.'iW Bagh. The military opened 

fire 'without asking the people to disperse. They never gave any 
warning. At first the soldiers fired high, but the Sahib ordered, 
them to fire straight and low. There was a short interval after the 
first firing. Then the second firing began. All those who ran 
were fired on and the fire was directed towards people who were 
running away* The second firing ceased ; and sodn after, the third 
firing began. There were about twenty to twenty-five thousand 
people in the Bagh. When the military departed, I went into the 
Bagh and found about 1,500 or 1,600 dead and wounded. There 
were many villagers who had come to attend the Baisakhi Fair. 
Large numbers of dead and wounded were near the exits, especially 
at the exit near the well. I went into the Bagh to look for my 
Munib (Assistant). He was not there. There the dead and wounded 
were lying at the exits in three or four layers. I never heard any 
proclamation that meetings were prohibited ; nor did I 
any hand-bill to that eflEect on that day. 
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The statement of Amin Chanda son of Hamir Singh^ Bajpui^ Vendor 
of aeTOted waters^ resident^ old Kanah Maiidi^ AmtitsaT* 

On the 13th April, 1919 I was on the top of the house ad- 
joining that of Kashi Ram Bania, near the Hansli corner of the 
Jallianwala Bagh. A party o£ Mahommedan (Baluchi) soldiers 
came up in the afternoon, after 4, and went along the road in front 
of Lala Dholan Das’s house. It was followed by another party of 
Baluchis, who went in the opposite direction to Lakkar Mandi^ 
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The Kotwal, Muhammad Ashrafkhan, Mir Singh, Sub-Inspector 
and Bhagwan Singh then came and entered the Bagh, and came out 
soon after. The Gurkhas remained outside, and the officer went in 
after the Kotwal and other policewa lias had come out. The officer 
was followed bv the Gurkhas* I heard shots fired. After the 
soldiers left, I went into the Bagh. I saw corpses in piles along 
the boundary walls. There were 40 or 50 corpses in the narrow 
Hansli lane. The dead and the dying were lying all over the 
grounds, ifext morning, there were 10 or 12 corpses in Hansliwali 
gall. I took out 3 or 4 from a manhole. 
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The statement ofMlt Riaz»ut»f1asan, son of Mir Hussain Shah, aged 
19^ resident of Nivin {Lower) Bagh Wall Gali, near 
Jallianwala Garden, Amritsar, 


I was in the garden attending the meeting, near the platform. 

1 estimated the audience at that time, when I was there, at about 
30,000. When a funeral procession passed, several thousands 
joined ifc. This funeral procession was of a Mahommadan, shot on 
the 10th. A little later, an aeroplane hovered over the meeting. 
People got frightened and some left meeting ; and I came to my 
house, People were asked by some one on the platform not to be 
frightened and to remain there. I went on the roof of my house 
and about 20 minutes later, saw the troops arrive from the main 
gate. The troops spread out and started firing. I could only see 
the troops, who appeared to be Gurkhas, on the left of the main 
entrance. A bullet struck my roof near me. I got frightened and 
came down. The firing lasted for about 20 minutes. There were 

2 intervals of abouii a minute between each firing. Before 
firing commenced, Sub-Inspector Ibbadullah of the G. I. D., 
Ghulam Qadir, head constable, and Mir Abdullah, Sub- 
Inspector came to my house and remained there right 
through the firing. My younger brother, Asghar-ul- 
Hasan aged about 8, had gone with other children of the neigh* 
bourhood to the Bagh when the meeting was in progress. There 
was a good number of children under 12 in the crowd at the Bagh. 
After the troops had gone, I went out with my father and other 
members of my family to search for my brother. There were 
heaps of corpses at various places, particularly at the two entran* 
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, ^ides o£ my ^o^se, along the sonth-east o£ the garden, 

<ies on bo corners, also at the corner near the Burj, anu 

near the raised ground. We did not then find the 
do,..b.e,ne.%, ms di«=o«rrf .t a relation’s house where 
t had taken shelter ailer th e tong ha d commenced. 
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The sMemnt of Mian Abdul Aziz, aged 20, son of Mian Mania 
Bux, resident of Ghee Mandi, JSasli Street, Amritsar^ 

On the 13th o£ April, I had gone -to Jallianwala Garden to 
attend the meeting. The soldiers entered it £rom the main entrance 
and I, along with others was going out of the 
time by that very way. All o£ ns were beaten with the butt- 
■ends’of their rifles, and pushed back into the garden. They sai 

that we must go back to the garden, and we were then compe led 
‘ to re-enter the Bagh. Having entered the garden, we did not go 
to the place where the meeting was being held, but ran along 
ihe wall to the east of the entrance. We had to go some distance 
before we could escape through a small exit, which i^s situa- 
ted near a timber stall there. When I reached near the stall, 
the first shot was fired. Having heard the sound of the firing, 

I ran fast and reached home. 
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The statement of Mian Mohammed Sharif, son of Mian Utah, balhsli, 
caste Kashmiri, aged 24, Katra Bhagh SMng, Amntsar. 

I am a street hawker. It was generally known in 
the Baisakhi day, that there would be a lecture in the Jallianwala 
■ Bagh that day by Lala Kanhya Lai, vakil. Many went to hear 
Mm lecture. I also went. Shortly after the troops 
people started running. They immediately opened fire wit 
any warning. They directed their fire towards all those who 
were trying to escape. Those who ran towards the front walls were 
shot down dead, and very few escaped. I ran towards the left, where 
there is a ditch (Hansli). I thought that it was a way out of e 
garden. But as I advanced, along the Hansli, I came in front of a 
wall where I received a bullet in the thigh. A fat man was trying 
to scale the wall. I climbed over him, jumped over the wall and 
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escaped. Many tried to scale the wall, bnt were shot dead. I saw 
heaps o£ the dead and the wounded who tried to scale the wall. 
I cannot give the exact number. A Sikh gentleman whose house 
was near by, saved many by helping them to climb over the wall. 
I recovered from my wound in about a month and a half, during 
which period I could not do any work. 

■ 42 

The statement Wazir Ali, 35j36 years^ son of Gkolam Ali, 
Teacher (Panda) Katra Dal Smgh^ near Kaul Sar^ resident^ 

•if"' ' C Mtta Katra^ Lahori Gaie^ Amritsar » 

I reached the Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th o£ April at about 
5 p. m., and entered it by the entrance near Lala Dholan Das’s 
honse. I had hardly reached the meeting ground, when I heard 
cries of ^Agaye ’ Agaye ! I saw people running. I kept standing 
near the corner and looked in front and saw some soldiers standing 
near the main entrance and firing their rifles. Near the place 
where I stood, I saw a large number of persons killed and wounded. 
I was hurt on my right eye, the bnllet passed near my right temple. 
I got another shot on my right chest, and this bullet also passed 
out. I was under treatment for about 25 days. My whole right 
eye had to be taken out. As long as I was in my senses, I saw 
heaps of persons lying all aronnd me, either killed or wounded. 



The. statement o/Seth Lakhmi Chand, son oj Seth Nathu Mal^ aged 
32, piece goods merchant, resident of Gali Lala Walt, 

Kucha Tarkhana, Amritsar* 

I am a merchant and pay Rs. 1,050 yearly as Income Tax. 
I reached Jallianwala Bagh on April 13th at about 3-30 p. m., as I 
heard that Lala Kanhya Lai was going to address a meeting there. 
Hundreds of people were coming in from the few entrances to the 
garden. An hour later, the meeting commenced. There were 
about 20,000 persons present in the garden, including many children. 
I was sitting near the platform, by the side of the Samad. A little 
later, I saw an aeroplane. A few minutes after, I saw a funeral 
procession pass, and many persons left the meeting and Joined thaii 
procession. At about 5 p. m. I was startled to hear some persons 
crying, ‘-Voh Agaye ! __Vob Agaye I ’ Immediately afterwards,. I 
12 
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heard reports o£ firing. I ran towards the outlet by the side o£ the 
well. The passage there was blocked with abont 150 corpses. I 
had to fall back. I then lay down on the ground, bnt received a 
shot on my right ankle. I lost all consciousness. On recovering 
my senses, I saw in front of me in the corner opposite the main 
entrance a heap of persons, lying dead and wounded. They must 
have been abont 200, I was then removed to a temple opposite 
the Krishna Market, where I was attended to by a Doctor whose 
name I do not remember. Later on, I was treated by several 
Doctors, including Doctor Kidar Nath who was arrested after a few 
days. I had to have my leg amputated a little below ibeknee cap 
by Dr. Hira Lai of Lahore, assisted by Doctors Ishwar Das and 
Dhanpat Eai. In all, it took me 2^ months to get my wound healed 
np. I had to spend Es. 7500 for my treatment. 


2^ke statement of Hari Ram, son of Pair a Mall^ 35 yeOtfS 
old^ Shoplceeper^ Proprietor of Messrs- Ganga Ram 
Hari Ram<i Karmo Deorhi^ Amritsar* 

I heard on the 13th of April that Babn Kanhya Lai was going 
to deliver a lecture. Ko one came into our bazar to tell us about 
Martial Law. I reached the garden between 4 and 4-30 p. m. I 
was sitting with my baby child in my arms far behind the plat* 
form. I did not hear anything of the lectures. I had some trouble 
with the baby and went out of the gate at the main entrance. I 
thought I would leave the baby at home and come back again. 
When I had got out, I saw about 50 Baluchis coming near the 
Kotwali. I saw Gurkha and British soldiers and two guns on 
motor cars. They were coming towards the garden. When I had 
left the baby and was coming back I saw wounded people with 
their clothes torn. 


The statement c?/ Lala Quranditta, aged 33 years, son 
of Mula Mai Arora, Mmak mandi, Amritsar* 

I was at the Jallianwala Bagh on the occasion of the firing on 
the 13th of April, When firing began, I lay down on the ground 
to avoid being hit. Several shots passed over me. Then I saw 
about 20 soldiers firing in a kneeling position at those who were 
lying down. I was: then hit twice, once on the leg above the left 
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ankle and again on the right leg just below the knee. My son^. 
aged 12, whose name is Kishen Chand, was also present at the 
meeting. He had rnn away and did not receiTe any injury. 
When an aeroplane hoTered over the bagh, Hansraj said that 
people need not be afraid and should remain sitting. He also 
Said, ** the aeroplane is doing its own work ; yon do yonr own.’^ 
My brother, Sant Ram was also at the meeting, and escaped nnhnrt. 
After the soldiers had left, I looked round to se*e if my son and 
brother were there. There must have been more than a thousand 
corpses there. The whole place was strewn with them. At some 
places, 7 or 8 corpses were piled, one over another. In addition 
to the dead, there must have been about a thousand wounded per* * 
sons lying there. Close by where I was lying, I was a young boy, 
aged about 12 years, lying dead with a child of about 3 years 
clasped in his arms, also dead. A Brahmin boy of 12 , who lived 
in my neighbourhood was also killed at the meeting. I saw his 
corpse on the following day near my house. The place where I 
received the shots was about 150 paces from LaU Hholan 
Das’s house. I crawled from there up to the road near that house, 
and from there I was taken by my brother and others. Firing 
took place several times and continued for about 10 to 15 minutes. 
Before each firing, a whistle was sounded. Several of the dead 
had jewellery on their persons. 
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The statement of Mohammad Ismail* (^ged 20 years^ sjo 
Wazir Mohammad butche7\ resident of Kucha 
Gujran^ Amritsar* 


My house faces the Jallianwalla garden on the north-west 
corner* My shop is just opposite the entrance gate of the garden. 
At about 4 p. m. on the Baisakhi day, I was watching the meeting 
from the roof of my house. At about 4-30 p. m., an aeroplane 
hovered over the garden. At about 5 p. m., I saw^Gurkha troops 
enter the garden, line up on the raised ground near the entrance 
and begin to fire immediately after. I saw one European from 
where I was. Neither the European whom I saw, nor any police* 
man, nor any one else, asked the meeting to disperse before the 
firing began. I saw men falling down, hundred^ of them. I 
stepped a little behind on my roof to avoid the Gurkhas seeing me. 
After staying on the roof for about 5 or 6 minutes, I went down 
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hui I continued to hear the sound o£ the firing which went on for 
about 10 or 15 minutes. After the Gurkhas had left, I went to 
the Bagh to look for my maternal uncle’s son. Corpses were lying 
all over. There were some wounded also. My estimate of the 
persons I saw lying was 1500. There were specially large heaps 
of corpses at the corners on both the sides of Eiazul Hassan’s house 
near the well, as also at the corner near Meva Singh’s Burj and along 
the well facing the platform from where the troops had fired. At 
several places, the corpses were 10 or 12 thick. I saw some 
children lying dead. Khair Din Teli of Mandi had his child, 6 
or 7 months old, in his arm. I saw both Khair-ud-Din and the 
* child lying dead near Burj Meva Singh. There were, in all, about 
16 to 20 thousand people in the gardan, including, I think, about 
4 or 5 hundred children. 

On the 18th or 19th of April, the Police arrested me at my 
shop at about 11 A. M. Labbhu Earn, Thanedar, Mohammad Sharif 
Havildar and two police constables arrested me. They asked me 
where my brother Dina was. I told them, his shop was in Katra 
Mahan Singh but he had gone to Batala. They took me, under 
arrest, to that shop. My brother Dina was not there. My 
youngest brother, Mohammed Din was at the shop. His age is 
about 10 or 12 years. He told the Sub-Inspector that Dina had 
probably gone to the Mandi. On this, the Sub-Inspector, Labhu 
Ram and Mohammad Sharif, beat me mercilessly on the road. Snb- 
Inspector, Labhu Ram pulled my hair and kicked me with his boots. 
They said I had told them a lie, although, as a matter offact, what I 
had said was true. The two police officers took my brother Moham- 
mad Din to the Mandi, and the other two took me to Daburji village 
along with another man Nikka whom they arrested at the Clock 
Tower. They arrested Ibrahim in Daburji and brought us three 
to the Chartered Bank. In about half an hour, my father, aged 60 
years, was also brought there. As soon as he arrived Sub-Inspector, 
Labhu Earn caught hold of his beard and kicked Mm two or three 
times, saying that he had concealed his son. He ordered Moham- 
mad Sharif to take us all inside. Up till then, we were in the 
veranda. After we had been taken into a room, Mohammad Sharif 
also heat my father, pulling his beard at the same time. At 
about 3 p. m., my father and I were allowed to leave the Bank on 
condition that we would produce Dina the next day by 12 noon. 
A police constable came with us. My father hired a bamboo-cart 
for Es. 20, and the other constable went in the evening to Batala. 
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The next day, they returned with Dina at about 11-30 a, m. Dima 
was arrested and my father was released* My brother, Dina was^ 
brought to our home about three days after. He was weeping 
bitterly and was much reduced. I heard that he had been merci- 
lessly beaten for three days to make him plead guilty. 
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The statement of Lala Parmanand, L* Pahlad Rai, aged 15, 
resident of temple of Satya Narain, Old Wheat Market, 
Katra AhktwaMcmi Amritaar* 


I was watching the meeting at Jalianwala Bagh, on April 
13th from the roof of a temple close by at a height of about 20 ft,, 
from the raised ground. I was sitting on the very edge of the roof 
to the left of the main entrance, and at a distance of about 15' 
paces from it. I saw a Sikh addressing a huge gathering of 
about 20,000. People were continuously pouring in from all 
the openings into the garden. I saw a nnmber of children 
sitting on the shoulders of the men ^assembled. There was a 
very large number of Jats, who had come from distant 
villages to join the “ Baisakhi fair at Amritsar. At about 
4.30 p.m. while the meeting was progressing peacefully, we were 
suddenly informed by a Brahman, named Raghu Nath Das, who' 
resides in the temple, and had gone downstairs to ease himself, 
that he had seen troops entering the garden by the main entrance.. 
On hearing this, I with two others went down and peeped through 
the gate of the temple which is by the side of Purani Kanak 
Mandi. From there, I saw Gurkhas entering the main entrance, 
while others were coming from the Queen’s statue side. I then 
immediately went upstairs and stood on the very brink of the roof- 
From there, I saw two Mahomedan Police Officers sitting on the 
horse-back. Both of them were standing just in front of the main 
entrance. About 50 Gurkhas armed with rifles were forming them- 
selves into two lines on the left side of the entrance on the raised 
ground. They were at a distance of three paces from the wall of 
our temple, and about 15 It. below us« ■ An Officer made.his;ap- 
pearance from the main entrance side. I then saw the Gurkhas bend 
a little pointing their rifles ' towards ' ''the crowd* . I'. Saw^peopk^^^^^^^ 
running out of the garden, but a very large number of Jats and 
others were still seated on the ground. . A Sikh lecturer was moving 
his hand, as if he wanted the audience to, '.remain sitting. All of 



ns then went downstairs and immediately afterwards, I heard the 
sound of a whistle. This sonnd was followed by the report of firing, 
which lasted for about 10 minutes, with a break of a second or 
two. After the firing had ceased, I went upstairs and saw about 
1, 500 persons lying wounded and dead all over the garden. There 
were heaps of corpses near the mudwall to the south-east of ihe 
bagh, and at the gate behind the well. 


4S 

The statement of Lala Mansa Ram, mi of Lala Manohar, 
Lai, Caste Kkarti, aged 35, broker, resident of Katrm ! ' 
JallimwaU, Amritsar^ 




My hotise,^?3tis4 "bppo^site’'lhW''fei^ which runs by 

the side oifhe Jallianwala Bagh. It is a newly built house, and 
my name appears on it. At about 5. 30 p. m., when I was sitting 
in a chair on the balcony of the first floor of my house, I saw some 
military people going towards the Sultanwind Gate. Ten or fifteen 
minutes after this, I heard firing, but I did not myself see shots 
fired. After the first report, I saw two Gurkhas coming to the 
Hansli passage and shooting all those who were running into the 
passage from the Jallianwala Bagh. Lots of people were killed 
and wounded there. I saw these two Gurkhas with my own eyes 
coming to the Hansli passage shooting all those w’ho managed to 
escape from the Jallianwala Bagh. A bullet from these two Gur- 
khas, after striking my house, hit me in the belly and wounded me. 
On this, I went into the inner appartments of my house. Dr. Ishar 
Dass saw to my wound and bandaged it. Later on, I was under Dr. 
Bam Rakha’s treatment. I was ill for about 15 days. I never 
heard any proclamation, nor saw any notice that the meeting was 
prohibited. I had no knowledge at that moment that Martial Law 
was declared. 


40 ' ' • 

The statement of Sardar Partap Singh, son of Bkai Man Singh, 
aged 45 Years, book Seller, resident of Bazar Mai Sewan, 
opposite Clock Tower, Amritsar^ 

I did not go to Jallianwala Bagh at the time of the meeting 
on the 13th April. My son, Sundar Singh, had gone to attend that 
meeting. When I heard the firing in the Jallianwala Ba.^h, I ran 
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towards the Bagh to find out my son. I saw^many people wounded 
lying on the way. When I reached there, I saw the soldiers return- 
ing from the Jallianwala Bagh. They were at a distance of about 
100 yards from me. The soldiers were about 40 in number. I did 
not enter the Jallianwala Bagh from the side from which the 
soldiers had come out, because I was afraid, but went round and 
entered by jumping over a wall. Dead bodies were lying on all 
sides near the enclosure walls. When I entered, a dying man asked 
for water. There is a drain which carries water from the canal to 
Darbar Sahab. It is called EanslL The drain is covered, but 
there is a pit connected with it which is about 4 feet square. When 
I tried to take water from that pit, I saw many dead bodies floating in 
it. Some living men had also hid themselves- in it, and they asked 
me, “ Are they (i. e. soldiers) gone”? When I told them that they 
had gone, they came out of it and ran away. Then I went into the 
middle of the Bagh to find out my son. There were about 800 or 
1000 wounded and dead lying near the walls of the Bagh, besides 
others who ran away wounded and died either in their own houses 
or in the surrounding lanes. I remained there from 15 to 20 
minutes, but could not find my son. I heard the wailing of those 
shot and who were crying for water. Then I ran back home and heard 
that my son was safe. I asked three or four men to accompany me 
to the Jallianwala Bagh and give water to the dying and wounded. 
We took vessels and came back to Jallianwala Bagh and gave 
water to some of the wounded. 

I did not hear any proclamation on the 13th, forbidding people 
to attend public meetings ; nor did I hear that any such proclama- 
tion had been made in the bazar. 

50 

The statement ofhala. Kishori Lai, aged 21 years^ so7i of Fa^idit 
Ramji Lai Gauvn of Lackmansar^ Amritsar^ 

At about 4 p, m., I with a neighbour of mine, named Charanji 
Lai Agarwal, taent to see a “ tamashak ” in the Jallianwala Bagh. 
We entered the Jallianwala Bagh by the small gate, just near Lala 
Dholan Das^s building. I saw there a crowd of about 20,000. I 
saw a meeting being held. Just as we entered, a Sikh gentleman 
got up to propose the President for the occasion. He was followed 
by Brij Gopi Nath Bekal, We then saw a photograph of Dr. 
SSaifud-din Kitchlu being placed on the chair. Then rose Dr. 
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Q-arbafoh Boi to address the aadience which mostly consisted oE 
Jats from the neighbouring villages who had come for the Baisakhi 
fair. All were seated in a circle round the platform. In addition 
to these, there were many ihotisand citizens^ both Hindus and 
Mohammedans. I was standing at some distance to the left of the 
speaker. I could not hear what he said, I had not stayed there 
more than 10 minutes, when I noticed a movement in the crowd. 
My companion had, by this time, left the Bagh. I too came out of 
it. Just on my coming out, I saw a funeral procession of a Muslim, 
shot on the 10th of April, at the Railway Bridge. I accompanied 
the procession to the burial ground. I had not gone a hundred 
paces out of the Sultanwind Gate, when shots were heard and I 
with my companion, whom I again picked up in the way, ran towards 
Ohatiwind Gate. I had not run a few paces when a bullet went 
whistling a few inches above my head. Again, when the second 
volley was being fired, another bullet passed just in front of mv 
face. Then I fell down with horror. After a minute again, I ran 
for my house. When I was lying down, I heard a constable saying. 
There falls an old woman and in fact an old woman was struck 
dead. 

After I reached home, I saw a few dead Mohammadans being 
carried by their companions. For full IJ hours, corpses were being 
carried away in the same way. I did not hear of any proclamatioi^ 
declaring Martial Law, or prohibiting public meetings on that day. 

The -statement of Pandit Chet Ram, aged 35, Pleader, Katra 
Jaimal Singh, Amritsar. 

I had heard of a meeting to be held in the Jallianwak 
Garden on the evening of the 13th of April under the presidency 
of Lala Kanhyalal. I left my house about 5 p. m. to go to attend 
this meeting, but returned home when I saw troops and armoured 
cars etc., goving towards the bagh. While still on the way back. 
I saw wounded persons being carried to the houses of Dr. Isliar Pas 
in Karma Deorhi. On reaching my house, I learnt that my 
younger brother and nephew had not returned home. I ran to 
the garden at once to look for them and entered from the passage 
near" L.,Dho Ian Das’^s house. I saw dead and wounded scattered 
all over the- garden and there 'were large heaps of these near all 
_ the exits and all along the garden, opposite the firing line, as also 
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in the Hansli passage, s The nnml^er o£ corpses near the corner 
of Mewa Singh’s Buri, as also close to the gate near the well and 
around the two other open passages leading to the Newi Gal! fronr 
the east and south of the garden,, was by far the biggest. Most 
of the persons were hit at various places on the back of the body.. 
Ifnmerous persons died, being trampled under the feet of the rush- 
ing crowds. Not being able to trace my relations, I returned 
home, and there I did not find my brother. I had to go back to 
to the garden again and search all over the bagh. There were 
clothes, shoes, pngrces etc,, scattered all over- I think the total 
number of the dead could not be less than 500 at the least. Fail*- 
ing to find my brother in the garden, I left for home, and, on. 
reaching there, saw my brother also back in the house. 

I was made a special constable, along with the other members 
of the local bar, on the 22nd of April. We were put to many 
hardships and indignities. I say, the appointment was absoluteljr 
unnecessary for the maintenance of peace and order. The- police 
force was sufHcient. Besides the police, there were hundreds of 
soldiers and, as a matter of fact, the city w^as quiet in those days. 
I cannot but believe that the order was meant to punish and 
humiliate the local bar. 

52 

T/ie statement ^/Lala Durga Das, son a f Lula liam Ckand^ 
aged 40^ resident of Sultanivind village^ 
near Amritsar. 


I did not go into the Jallianwala Bagh. I had only gone to 
buy stores in the city. While returning, I passed through Sultan- 
wind Gate, and was going to my village, when I was hit. I was 
first hit on the fore-arm and then on the thigh. I heard report of 
firing when I was about 30 or 40 yards away from Sultanwind 
Gate, out of the city, on the road leading to my village. Myself 
and my 7 or 8 companions began to run. I was shot in the arm 
after running 300 or 400 yards, when looking back. I kept on 
running for another half a mile, and was then hit on the leg, near 
Samclii’s Garden, i. about half wT^y heGveen the city and the 
Village. In Mandi Shah’s Garden, which is opposite Samdu's 
Garden, I saw a woman shot dead. She v/as the sister of Bher 
Singh, retired Jamadar. The name of the woman wm Chandl. My 
companions escaped unhurt, I lay for Uyo hours when my brother 
came and picked me up. 
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Tke Sutment ofNiim Urnmn Shahi mi o; Mkn Ghohm 
SUh, aged 35 years, residentKucha Bagh Wala^ 
Katra Jallimwala^ Amnisar. 


lam a^raffioogar’ (Darner) by profession. About 11-36 
a. m., on lOtli April, I got news that Dr. Saifnddin Kitchlew was 
arrested. I closed my shop at once axid went towards the clotli 
market, where I saw cro-wds going to Hall Bamr. All w^ere with 
bare heads* I went with the crowd to the Hall Gate. There we met 
Pandit Dinanath coming in a Tnm-Tum. He was asked as to where^ 
Drs. Satyapal and Kitchlew were, and he said, he did not know.pft 
he advise4iihe .JJo^ope, heeded himi 

" i wehf Hl'ih thehrowd on the carriage over- 
hfidge# end we took the turning on the bridge towards the station. 
%hen we had gone about half way down, I heard shots fired from 
the foot-bridge chowk, by two Europeans on horseback. One man 
near me, to my right, was shot on his side, and I had my right hand 
shot. I saw one more man falling down. Both died on the spot. 
People then fled from the place. I, helped by my brothers, managed 
to carry Mewa Shingh, who was shot near me, and brought him to 
his gall near Jallianwala garden. There I met Babu Ishar Das. He 
told me that his brother, Bhagwandas, was shot and was in the Hos- 
pital, and he asked me to go with him to the Hospital. On 
reaching the Hospital, -we found there two persons wounded, oije 
of them was Bhagwan Das and another person, whose name I doiit 
know. We returned home in the evening. 

On the 11th, about 10 a. m., I heard that Bhagwandas was dead, 
and that his body had been brought to the city. Soon after, 
home and saw about 7 or 8 dead bodies in the Jallianwal^^rden, 
where I found Bhagwan Das*s mother crying bitterly. Afteiwards, 
all the dead bodies were removed in a procession to “Samdoo’s 
ialab’’ (Mahomedan grave-yard). Bodies of Hindus were burnt 
■and those of Mahomedans buried. I was told the names of the dead 
persons there, but do not remember them now. W"e all returned 
home about 1 p. m. An aeroplane kept hovering over the crowd. 

On the 12th of April, again, a procession of one dead person 
passed near our place, and I again went with the crowd to 
the graveyard. An aeroplane was ag^in seen over the crowd. 
On our return, when we reached near Sultanwind Gate, I 
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gaw troops coming from Ram Bagh side. Near the Saltamyind 
Gate, one police oiScer on horse-back was standing and shouting 
to the people to enter the city quickly. We did so and stood in 
the bazar Jallianwala ; and then I saw some two motors gding to 
Sultanwind Gate, containing Military OfScers and an Inspector of 
Police. They came back after 10 minutes, followed by all the 
troops. In the middle of this force were 10 or 12 persons who 
were arrested at the gate. After this I kept in my house. 

On the 13th of April, I heard that a meeting would be held in 
the Jallianwala Bagh and that Lala Kanhaya Lai would speak at 
that meeting. Accordingly, I went to the Bagh at about 3 p. m. 
Lala Kanhaya Lai was not there. 

Later on Hans Raj spoke. An aeroplane was seen. Then a 
funeral procession passed by and many persons from the Bagh 
went with this procession. Before the coming of the aeroplane, 
I saw persons of C. I. D. in the meeting, who entered Mir Hussain 
Shah’s house bordering on the garden near the well. I know 
names of 2 0. I. D. people, Sub-Inspector Ibadullah and Mir 
Obedullah. I was in my gali close to the garden. A neighbour of 
mine, Qumar Din came into the garden, and said that troops were 
passing in the bazar and going to Sultanwind gate. I then got up 
with my other friends to go to our houses, when I saw troops enter 
the garden from the Hall Bazar side gate. I had hardly reached 
my house, when I heard shots being fired. I then went up to the 
roof of my house and kept looking at the garden from my privy, 
hiding myself behind its wall. In my opinion, the firing was kepi 
on for about 15 minutes. Immediately after the firing ceased, the 
troops left the garden. At the time of firing, there were about 
15 thousand people in the garden, including children. I think, in 
all, about two thousand persons must have been killed and wound- 
ed. I saw big heaps of dead persons at the three outlets from the 
garden to Baghwali gali, and a similar heap on the side of the 
Barj. I also saw about four to six hundred lying dead, scattered 
over other parts of the garden. 

. 54 : , ; 

The statement of Lala Nathu Ram, son of Lala. Faqir Chand Khatri, 
aged 39, contractor, Ckauk Manna Singh, Amntsar, 

I saw a liand-written bill posted in two or three places in the 
streets, to the effect, that Babn Kanhya Lai, Vakil, would deliyer 
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my lioBse on April when the firing took place. WiiCB i ncaro 
the report oi the first firing, I went to the top story o! my house 
to find out what it w'as. I then came down* A few moments later, 
a boy came niniiing to me, with the news that many had been killed 
and wounded in the Jallianwala Bagh. As I knew that my son and 
brother had gone to the Bagh to attend the meeting, 
anxious and at once proceeded to the Bagh* I safe, 

as he was fortunately not in the meeting, when the; opened 

fire* I tooJr ^h#^,^aghhy 

over ®agh after the firing 

saw a very large heaptol'Ihe dead and the wounded 
exits, and ail along the Southern wall of the Bagh. All 
the exits were blocked by a very large number of the dead and the 
wounded. I searched for my brother, and had to turn over every 
dead person, till at last I found him lying dead, under three or four 
dead bodies, near the foot of the raised ground. He %vas 25 years of 
age* There were about 200 dead bodies at this spot alone. I believe 
that about 1500 were killed in the Jallianwala Bagh. Lots of kites 
were hovering very low over the dead and the wounded, so much 
so, that it w^as great difficulty that one could keep his turban 
on his head. I 'was amongst the first batch, wdio entered the Jalli-* 
anwala Bagh immediately after the firing was over. 

I never heard of any proclamation prohibiting meetings o# 


The %\atement of Bhai Ram Singh, aged 40, son of Bkai Afiar 
Singh, trader, shop in Bazar Paprantvala, Chotvk fhirhar 
'' 'Sahib, Katj^a Nehd Singh, resident Katra Mil Singki 
Ktmha Bhai Gmda Singh Makhni, Amritsar* 

I went to the Jallianwala garden on the 13tli of April, about 
5 p. in. I had hardly been present in the meeting for about 2 
minutes, when I heard the sound of firing from the main entrance 
side. I ran towards the well, and tried to Jump over the wall 
near the gate on the , well side. My^.,. right arm was raised, and I 
got a shot on the back tight hand. I wms in bed for about- 

from near my wrist had to fee amputate'^ 
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entirely. Dr. Sant Ram Brahman 
were both treating me. 


and Dr* Amar Ohand Mannan 


; - ' ^ 56 ' 

The statement o/CBiuIam Mahomed^ son of Bassa^ 
resident of Kaira Karam Singk^ Amritsar^ 

I received two bullet injuries at the Jallianwala Bagh. One 
is on the cheek and the other on the right jaw. The bullet, I 
produce, was extracted from my mouth (right lowei* jaw). The 
other injury is near the joint of the right arm and the right 
shoulder. The bullet in this case struck me on the back of the 
right arm and passed through the armpit and the shoulder. My 
right arm is now useless. 

The statement of Abdul Aliad alias Adiu otged 60 gears^ 

Shawl maker, resident of Katra Karam Singh^ 

Ruclia Caleattian^ Ainritsar* 


I was sitting on the ground at Jallianwala Bagh, on April 13, 
about 30 paces behind the platform. When one speaker was ad- 
dressing the meeting, suddenly we heard sounds of firing. There 
was some stir amongst the people, but in response to the speaker^g 
advice, most of us prostrated ourselves on the ground, I remained 
squatting near a tree. People were running away and more shots 
were fired at the retreating crowd, at intervals of 1 or 2 minutes. 
1 received 4 shots when the last firing took place, (has 4 marks be- 
low the waist, one, on the right buttock, another, on the inside of 
the thigh, a third, little below it and a fourth, close to the third.) 
I saw over a thousand, both wounded and dead. About 12 persons, 
aged between 24 and 30, had taken shelter on a tree near by, about 
20 feet high. They were also fired at and I saw them drop to the 
ground one after another, 
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_ The statement of Sardar liar Bhajan Siugli, ' son of Sa^dar 
Qandu Mal^ aged 38, Manager of the factory of 
Bhai Gimmikk Singh Moti Ram, resident of 
Chauh Moni, Amritsar^ 


Sunder Singh, ^ my sister’s son, aged 25, and I went to the 
Jalli'anwaia Bagh,, on April 13,' at about 4 p. m., especially to- hear 
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local Vakil, wbo, as it had been 
i^febhred ia the coarse of the day, was to deliver a speech. We 
eaiefed the garden by a narrow footpath by the side of Lala Dholaa. 
Das’s hoase and walked towards the meeting place. There was a 
large gathering of aboat 20,000 persons, inclading aged men and 
ahildren below 12 years of age. The aadience also included a large 
of Jats and Sikhs hailing from Peshawar and various 
to Amritsar to witness the Baishakhi 
ipoke from the platform. We spent 
walked round the 


aamber 

other places, who had come 
festival. Two young men s; 
about half an hour there, during which period we 
gathering, stopping for a few minutes and 
In the meantime, we saw a large number, about 
meeting to pin a funeral procession, which, we were told, was pal- 
ling ''by the lane, where L, Dhokn Das’s house is located. We then 
thought of going home and proceeded towards the main entrance. 
We were at a distance of about 20 ft. from the raised ground, when 
we caught sight of about 20 soldiers, who appeared to be Gurkhas, 
Qoming out of the main entrance, and immediately after forming 
themselves into a line on the raised ground to the left side of the 
entrance, they pointed their rifles towards the meeting. I, therenpon,, 
turned round, and hastend towards the outlet to the east of the v/elL 
As I ran, the firing began, and when near the gate, I saw hundreds 
of persons dropping on the ground. I saw a heap of corpses near the 
exit, I then Jumped over a wall with the aid of two persons 
known to me. I heard the report ©£■ firing for about 10 minuie^ 
When the Military opened fire, a large number of the aualcB'C 
was seated* They were on the point of getting up with the , objeci ni: 
leaving the garden. On my return home, at about 7 p. m*, I learnt 
that my nephew, Sunder. Singh, had also reached home^ j^^^ 

I saw 2 ordinary policemen in ordinary clothes, loitering about 


TAe ^/Lala Jagan Natli, Lsla Aniffi Jfo/, 

caste Bhatia^ ag^d 26 yeavs^ hewvi sellci\ 
resident Kurmunki-DeorM, Amritsar. 

)ii the Baisakhi Day, the 13th of April, 1918, I went to 
nwak' .Bagh, at about 5 in the eveniBg. My shop h situated 
oliauk, and till 5 p. m. I remained ia the bazar and sat aearv 
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my shop. I did not hear any proolanaatiou on that day about the^ 
enforcement o! Martial Law. Nor did- 1 see or read any proolama-' 
iion or any notice whateTer about Martial Law* or prohibition of’ 
meetings. When I reached the garden, thb lechire had begun, and 
the place was overcrowded. After about, 10 or 15 minutes, soldieTS‘ 
and officers came on the spot, and opened fire, without even 
ordering the crowd to disperse. Many ran away on seeing the. 
soldiers, but they were fired upon, even when they were runniog 
away. I ran away and hid' myself in Lala Dholan Das’s Tawek. 
Many people like myself had taken shelter in it, and we heard the 
firing even from there for sometime. 'After the firing had ceased, 
,:I. ran to-.Darbar Sahib. 

The statement o/ pr- Maal Ranis Dental Surgeon^ age 38 gears^ ^ 
near Ciosk Ti.tvi*7\ Amritsar^ 

On the 13th of April, 1919, it vim a public talk in the town 
that the Chief Khalsa Diwau would : be held near the Jallianwala 
Bagh ; and I wanted to attend it. 

When I was just at the entrance, I found, a great number of 
people had gathered round the raised platform. Presently, there 
appeared about 50 soldiers with rifles and a machine gun. No 
sooner did.they enter, than they commenced firing. I could escape 
very easily as I was just near the entrance, close to Lala Dbolan 
Das’^s house. I took shelter in a stable. near by, and peeped through 
an opening in the wall. When the people heard the sound of bullets, 
some of them lay down where they were, and others tried to run 
away, but they were killed or wounded. The firing was too close and 
continuous to allow any one to escape and the soldiers 'Continued firing 
in the direction in which the crowd was running. There were short 
.intervals in the firing, when those who were lying on the greund 
tried to get on their feet, but were at once fired upon. When the 
soldiers had left the place, I came out of my hiding place and ran 
back to my house. I came to know that my son, Madan Mohan, was 
not in the house, and, as in the evening he used to play near the 
above mentioned bagh, I went out to look for my son' there ; but I 
could not bear to search for him any where, as the scene was very 
horrible. Then some body told me that the corpse of my son was 
lying in the- bagh. Accompanied by my relatives, I hurried up to 
■the' bagh, where I found _his corpse among hundreds of others. 
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^mefneni of Lala Bodh Ra|, a^ed 29 i/ean, son of Lain 
SImmbu Nath Kkatri, Morlgmu AmritS'ir, firm of 
Shambu Nath Hone, Proprietors of Chemical 
r Works, Islamhar/, Amritsar, 

My brother, Mulak Raj and I went to the Jallianwala 
Rugh between 3-30 and 4 p. m. on the 13th ot April, 1918. 
When I reached there, I learnt that a Mohammedan funeral proces- 
sion had passed shortly before, and. that a large number of men 
from the meeting had joined it. I saw to thg 

platform with Dr. Kitchlen’s photograph whiplb’ 

Two or three speakers deli Ycred speeches in my prdMwF^lllis 
Raj was one of them. I had remained in the garden for about half 
an hour or three quarters. Then I heard shouts. I looked 
towards the main gate, of the garden and saw about 40 or 50 
soldiers. They arraved themselves in two lines. I had been 
sitting on the side of the samadh. f tomb). No warning was given. 
Some people began to run away from the meeting at the very sight 
of the soldiers, even before they had fired. I was also one of them, 
and ran towards the samadh and hid myself behind it towards the 
wall opposite the firing party. I saw people falling down wonnded. 
When I was at a distance of about 15 yards from the wall, I lay 
down and began to crawl. I reached the corner between the wall 
and the Burj Mewa Singh, and there I jumped over the wall, fltere 
were some men already lying dead and wounded there. Whe»»lil 
reached home, I learnt that my younger brother, Mulk 
not yet returned. I at once returned to the garden. ^Ibe llaninas 
had left. There were corpses and wounded men lying on the roads 
aud in the garden. The wmnnded were crying for water. Some, 
men were giving water to the wonnded. There were heaps of 
corpses at the corners towards Burj Mewa Singh and along the 
the wall in front of the firing party, as also at every other exit. 
I saw many dead bodies in the Hansli, by which way many people 
also ran out of the garden. I did not go over the whole garden, 
as some one told me that my brother had reached home. 
The number of corpses I saw must have been between 500 and 
1 , 000 , 

On the 1 5th of April, I was in my chemical works at Islamabad 
at a distance of about 1 rhile from toe Amritsar city. Between 4 and, 
5 P. M. a police Sab-Inspector named Lakhpat Rai, with four’ or 
five constables, came to my factory and asked me what articles. 
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I manufactured. I told him that we manufactured acids and 
chemicals. He said that he had orders from the General to close 
the Factory. The work was in fuir swing, and the ovens were 
hot. The Sab*Iospector did not give me time to make the necessary 
arrangements for stopping work. In 5 minutes, the factory was 
closed in the condition in which it had been working, with, the chemi- 
cals, and materials in various stages of manufacture, and the whole 
compound of the factory was then locked from outside and sealed. 
The Sub-Inspector said that if any one broke open the lock, I would 
be punished, and that I should protect the seal from being touched* 
He also said that the General would come the next day and then 
give the final order. My brother, my servants, and I bad to guard 
the lock with very great trouble to ourselves. 

Neither the General nor the Sub Inspector ever came. Once 
or twice, some police sergeants came to see the seal on the lock. 
Two or three days after closing the factory, my mother fell ill and 
my brother Som Raj, went to ask Gol. Smith to come and see her 
and treat her. Ool. Smith refused to come to our house, saying 
that he would not go to the city, as that was the order of the 
General. My mother died on the 23rd April for want of treatment. 

On the 8th or 9th of May, Das Mai, a broker, came to our office 
in Morigunj, and said that the Amritsar Distillery, a firm owned 
by Europeans, wanted 50 jars of Sulphuric Acid. I replied that 
the factory was closed, under Martial Law, and that I could only 
supply the acid, if the factory was opened. The broker told me on 
■^|i#th May that the m Distillery was trying to have 

my factory opened. On the 13th or lith May, I received a letter 
from the Martial Law Authorities that I could open my factory and 
supply acid to the Amritsar Distilleiy. On the 14th, the police 
opened the factory. On the 21st and 22nd, I supplied the Distil- 
lery with 50 3ars of Sulphuric Acid. In all, our firm lost between 
two and three thousand rupees on account of the factory having been 
closed. This was the actual loss suffered owing to damage done to 
our stock and materials, and does not include any profits that I 
might have made. I never came to know the reason why our 
factory was ordered to be closed. 

■ 02 • 

Tie Statement of liari Chand, son of Dewanchand, Clerk, Central 
Workshop, Am?ntsar Diwon, Arora Caste, resident Amritsar. 


On April 13, at about 5-30 p. m., I was going to the Golden 
"Temple, when I heard that Lala Kanhyalal would address a meet- 

' M' ■ 
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ing-at tie JalliaBwala Bagh in- acoordance witb the wishes of the 
Deputy CommifiBioner. I reached .the ' JalHanwaila Bagh at about 
five. Speeches were being delivered, but Lala Kanhyalal was 
not present. ‘Within a few minutes' we were fired upon, and a 
bullet hit me in the calf of my right leg. There were hundreds o£ 

' persons lying dead and wounded. With very great rlifficulty, I 
#iiahagecl to .come home.*'-'-- ' 




■Xi^i'Maiement of Sardar lshar Singh, 0/ Sm'dar Womkha 

Fatk>ia JIanga\ TeksU Ajmda'- 
Uisi* Amritsar* 


iiilli 


persons of my village, went to Amritsar 
to see the Balslii.khi fair. 'As all the shops in the baaar were closeclr 
we: ull .went '. to -tlie Jalli an wala ^ Bagh^ tp; hear^ the leetn re 
had:v:;:hea'rd: 'that Lala Kanhyalal, Vakil,, . would deH;ver.^^ 

;there.i-:./: We did not hear any proelarBati:on:,.regarding,.: the'^^^ 

A ■ short .while. ' after.'/ uur -arrivarL 
isplilers/ giving any /orderr' 0 :r. warning' to/'dispeMer: 

/le:giU:.;';^^te^^^ \ SOB ' and nephew .died^ of ^shots. ://.:|3.hV:;'^W0 

;-ulI,, who 'escaped, ran away. No one.knew^ what^/hadi:^happeBe.l^^^^^^^ 
the others. ' The nest ;iiioriaing, " we found . thei'r dead:::bo.die3:'^':;;lu,/ 
/Ihe.'garden. /■ ■ t. 



64 

0/ Ram, Jatfendmgtinj^ Ladik^ir^ flwrdmr^ 
dduddr President of the Congress hsaJj 0 mmiUee^ 

Jagendragunjy Lashkar^ Gtoalior^ 14-11-19* 


I 


Severed Panditji, 

I send you herewith a photograph of my eldest son, Bavi Cliaiid 
who died on the 14tli of April, 1919, from effect of injuries 
received from three bullets, at the meeting held, a day before, in 
Jalliauwak Bagh at Amritsar. 

He was 32 years of age. ' He always lived with me at G-waliot. 
If he ever went out, it was only for a few davs on some business. 
About six months before- his death, he had go^ to Amritsar, our 
native place, wnth the prospect of starting some husiness there. He 
was quite ignorant of Inglishwnd-, could read or write no language 
^oilier than his own i. e*. PMi^jabiv'/^HuBde} :an a little bit of Hindi 





4' 
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At the time of the fatal accident I was in Gwaliois whence I 
was snmmoned by the father-in-law ’ of'-‘'in'y '''son hy ' wire, which' 
announced to, me the sad demise of 'my, -son* _ ^ ;■ :• 

On reaching Amritsar, the description of the massacre at 
Jallianwala Bagh, as given by my son, was 'repeated' to me. , ' ’ 

I was told that he did not know, like most others, that Martial 
Law had been proclaimed, or that the meeting at Jallianwala Bagh 
had been prohibited. While the meeting was going on, he found 
that, wiihoat any warning to the people present, fire waSf opened 
: t As my son saw that the bnllels were passing about 

"■’three feet above the level of the ground and people were being 
:':'''shot down, he lay flat on the ground, as many others' had done,' and::. 
'v^::thns4he:bnllets passed over him, . : 

Not being satisfied with the carnage that had already been 
■ wrought, and findiog that the people were thus saving themselves^ 
they 'shot low, and the bullets began to pass at'a lower level, which 
proteciioii to the 'people', who' 

: moment, my ■■ son .'received. J.::;;bullets;;:iny^M^^ 
Aitehf^thiS:;:-he',;heeame:'':'',.'nneon 

tragedy, friends and relatives of :'’.:my’>':# 

:• ^.'-hhtried'' 'to :the;:'B:a.gh, 'and lonnd him lying wounded and . vnnable' 

lor wate.r,' but there'; was-.iione..:: ::bhirst;,;wh^^^^^^^^^ 

'.'bo'wever quenched by one of his ' frieB.ds.,. who .dippc'd:,hi3;'.‘;‘ 'Shfe- 
.'r^ :|tiirban)Jn a. well nearby, and squeezed -the water into' his. mouth.;;;': 

the" 'de.ad'' or;:''ihe:" 

wouiided, and the friends of my son had to borrow a cot , froiia 
neighbourhood, for taking him to Ms house. . 

On reaching home, medical aid was sent for, .but - none. waS:'"; 

Some oi the Doctors refused to .come as it was past ' seven',. .' 
^'' V Mari'lal Law 'persons were afraid to stir' out ol; 

::|::^4oo.rs.-:'':.''0.ther to corns, being 'afraid''" of the .-Martial. ‘Law.; 

»tliorities. Some frankly confessed, that they .had , 'been 'prohibi-; 
ted by the Martial Law aulhoritieB from, attending yon .the victims 
of the Martial Law. 

■ The result was, that on account of excessive bleeding and for 
want of medical aid, the bullets having not been extracted, my son 
expired the next morning, leaving .behind him a young widow' ani 

Such is, Panditjl, the story of 'a poor victim of the British 
Law' and Justice’^ I write 'this "t 0 ;'"eiQkbfe;ypu' to '-'put thi3'"tO; 
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tisQ yoii like,i your conntr'ymea mi Itic 

GoTeramenit. o£-, tke oouBtry. „ 

: u-ihi9. ^ ’ 

I am, siacetely yours, 

(Sd) Dhani Ram 


The statement of Nathi, son of Baskasliar JDas^ aged 17 years^ 
caste Kliatri^ Employee in Lda Hardyal Durga Datt^s 
shojK Old Market^ Amritsaft 
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gave IB formation about the Sahib^S murder by twelve the next 
day, they would be sent before the Golonel, and then to the Fort* 


::S0 


Tim statemerd of Lala Mwtishi Rani, son of L* Jatvahir Mal^ 
Khatri^ Saraf^ aged 34 Katra (jlianayan^ 


When I reached the Civil Hospital on the morning of the 13tb 
to see a friend of mine, I came to know, that a meeting would be 
held in the Jallianwala Bagh that very day, at which Babu 
Kanhja Lai, pleader, would give an account of what had transpired ’ 
between him and the Government. Afterwards, I went to Dr. 
Earn Rakha Mai, Assistant Surgeon’s house, after passing through 
Hall Bazar, Katra Ghanian, Katra Sher Singh, Katra Jaimal 
Singh Karmon Dephri, Bazar Sabunian and Katra Ahluw^alia. I 
passed through Guru Bazar and Chauk Pasian and many other 
places also, but I did not hear any beat of the drum, nor any pro- 
clamation, regarding Martial Law^ or the prohibition of meetings. 
In the afternoon, I went to Jallianwala Bagh. The villagers who 
had come to see the Baisakhi fair were seen there in large numbers* 

I did not see Lala Kanhya Lai, and as I did not care about other 
speakers I went near the Samadh and watched the crowed from there. 

A short time after this, I saw a funeral procession passing, 
that side, which w^as attended by many people. An aeroplane also 
came and went. After a short time, some fifty soldiers entered 
through the main gate, and lined up on the raised ground and at 
once fired. They then knelt down on their knees and fired again. 
They fired three times and I saw hundreds, dead and wounded. 

While the firing lasted I was behind the Samadh and as soon 
as it ceased, I ran fast from that place to my house. On my way 
saw- many dead and wounded. I also saw marks of blood in the 
bazar. On reaching ray house I learnt that my brother also had 
returned home safely and then I left for Dr. Ishar Das’s place to- 
help him in looking afier the wounded. About 8 p. m. some 
policemen arrived there, and said that we must all go to onr 
houses immediately ; else, as Martial Law" had been declared, we 
wmre likely to be shot if found outdoors after 8 p.m. ^ 

On the 14th or- loth of April I saw pjosters in the bazar 
to the effect that the people had resisted, and so they wmre fired 
‘•upon in the Jalliamfala Bagh. 
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Ainrltsaif-^Nos. 67 & 68»: 


^rke statement of Lsila Hari Saraa, son of Lala Behri Lal^ 
Broker^ Messrs* Donald Graham Oompany, aged 
SO years^ resident Kucha Noorwala^ Kimak 
Mandi^ AmAtmr* 


ISth of April, as I was. sit ting at my hoase some people 
came and said that all the shops wonld open that day and there 
would be a meeting in Jallianwala Bagh, presided 0 ¥er by Lala 
Kanhya Lai, Pleader. When I heard that the shops would open, I 
went to a friend and asked him to go with me to the Bagh, as 
the meeting must be about the opening of shops. I heard not one 
word about the proclamation. There were no hand-bills ot any 
thing at all. I went with two friends to the Bagh about 3 p, m. 
and was sitting about XO yards from the crowd. The speaker was 
saying that we should approach Q-overnment to release our 
leaders. He was not saying anything against Government. At 
that time an aeroplane passed over, and all the men got up. The 
lecturer said, “We need not fear anything. The is our 

father and mother i why should Government kill its own children 
Five minutes later a Doctor spoke, saying, “ You must all pray to 
God that Rowlatt Act might be repealed and leaders might be 
released.” About 15 minutes after the aeroplane had passed over, 
the Gurkha troops came running in. There were about 50 soldiers. 
As soon as I saw them, I urged on Gopal Singh, to run away. Just 
as we were running away, they at once fired. Many were running 
at the time. An old man near me was shot in the head. I saw it 
was no use running and fell flat. I could see, by moving my head, 
that those who were trying to get over the wall were shot and were 
falling back. The blood of the people who had been shot covered 
I was greatly confused. I caanot express it. When the first 


•me 


fire ceased people began to run again, but another firing started. 
A?t8r the 2nd firing I ran through the eutranco near Lala Dholaa 
Das’s house. I was so firightened and confused that I could not 
find my house. On my way back I saw the wounded and the dead. 


68 


The statement of Lala Churanji Lai, son of Lala Sundar Das^ 
Bania^ aged SO^ Katra Akluwalut Kucha 
Sita Ram^ Amritsar*, 


A day after the Ram Houmi at about 11 a. m. the news of 
Drs. Kitchlcw- and' Satyapafs deportation reached the city, on 
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which all closed their shops, and proceeded towards the house o£ 
the Deputy Commissioner, with a view to petition him for their 
release* All were bare-headed and empty handed. As they were 
about to cross the bridge, they were stopped by the military on 
horse-back, who opened fire on them* I was in the crowd, I had 
a boy with me. He got wounded in the thigh and fell. I carried 
the boy and returned home. Lots of people ran back in panic 
and said there had been great ^ Zulum,’ as they had been fired 
on, for no fault on their part. 

On April 13, directly the firing in Jallianwala Bagh was 
over, I went into the Bagh to look for my brother-in-law, Lala 
Ohtiranji Lai, sweet-selier, resident Kucha Lala Wala. I looked 
for him there till late in the evening, in spite of the fear of the 
curfew order. At that time several policemen were searching the 
pockets of the dead and the wounded. There were thousands of 
of dead and wounded lying all over in Jallianwala Bagh. I saw 
one or two dead bodies in the well of Jallianwala Bagh, I did 
not find my brother-in-law. 

60 

T/ie Statement of son of Sardur Ifehar Singh^ 

aged 33 years^ emploi/ed in the firm of Messrs Kahn Singh 
Mohan Singk^ Pertimers, Karmocleorki^ Amritsar, 


I heard no proclamation at all on April i3th, declaring 
Alartial Law or prohibiting public meetings. Nor did any such 
proclamation reach my Bazar on that day. I reached the Jallian- 
wala Bagh about 4 p. m. with my son, Kirpa Singh, 9 3"ears old. 
I %Tent to hear Babu Kanliya Lai’s lecture, because that was ad- 
vertised in our bazar. About half an hour after my arrival, the 
noise of an aeroplane was heard. I was about a dozen paces distant 
on the side of the platform where the entx'ance was (through which 
the soldiers entered). Hans Raj spoke. He had put up the pic- 
ture of Dr, Kitchlew and said that his portrait would preside. 
He said that men were wrongfully shot on the 10th, because they 
were going at that time to make a complaint to the Deputy Com- 
missioner. He also said that a resolution should be passed asking 
for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act. Gopinath then read a poem abouts 
the faryad of the people not being heard. There was nothing at all 
in what I heard which was against the Government. The retunoiol 
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was jqsi passed when, the , shont came, “ Wo agayc, Wo agaye 
(see they have come). ; Then I looked ronnd and saw a body o£ 
soldiers standing in the garderi ; they seemed to me abont 40 or 50. 
Many people began at once to run. Immediately after, there came 
the sound of shots. Then Hans Eaj or Gnrbakhsh Singh, or some 
one shouted out, “They are blank cartridges. ’ Some went on run- 
ning and some sat down. I sat down and pulled down my son. 
Then many shots came whistling and men began to fall as they were 
running away. My son and I lay down at full length. Those who 
had war experience, shouted out, “ Lie down flat. ” When the firing 
ceased, men who were lying flat got up and began to run. I ran 
also. When the men began to run, the shots began again. I , lay 
down flat with my son. Then for the second time the shots ceased. 
Men began to run again and I ran and got to the other side of 
the platform and fell flat there. There was quite a heap of bodies 
and I was protected from the bullets by them. Then the firing 
was over I got up and saw bodies on all sides, and went towards 
the back of the garden. The bodies were so thick about the 
passage, that I could not find my way out. I had my son with me 
and men were rushing over the dead bodies. I took my son also 
over the dead bodies. In my opinion there must have been nearly 
2,000 dead bodies in the garden. Nearly all my clothes were left 
behind. I never saw any lathis (sticks) the whole time I was there, 
neither among those sitting for the lecture, nor on the ground after- 
wards. The pagn (turban) and shoes of my son were also lost. As 
I was creeping near the dead bodies, I slipped and fell and lost 
hold of my son. The people behind, now began trampling over 
me, and I had many blows and wounds on my chest. All my breath 
was taken out of me and I thought I was dying. When the rush 
was over, I revived and got out from amongst the dead bodies and 
ran into the lane. I had no dhotie, only a shirt and a coat I had. 
I could not speak. I was stunned and went into some hoase^. I 
don’t know whose it was. Just then I heard some one saying, “ They 
are coming again ; they are coming again.” I rushed out and 
fled down another lane. On the road I was so thirsty that I could 
not run or stand any more. I took some %vater from an old woman 
at the well and asked for a (loincloth). Then I began, 

crying “Has anyone seen my child,” bat no one had seen him. 
I ran home and found' my son had not reached there. My re- 
i a ii Oils, went in all ■directloBS to find him* After half an 
the boy came 'back kimself. After that for some 20 to it) dajs 1 
was very ill in bed, and conld not sit tip. 
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The ^iaUmeni of Dr*. Devi Bass, Sub* Assist ard Sttrffeon^ 

Katra Safaid^ Amritsar* 


On the 13th of Aprils and on subsequent days, I treated about 30* 
persons who had been injured in the Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th* 
The wounded told me at the time, that they had been shot as they were 
running away or climbing over the walls which enclose the Bagh. My 
examination of the wounds also leads me to believe, that this must have 
occurred in the majority of cases. 


' 71 ' 

Ihe statemerd of Lala Budh Mai, son of Lala Giilab Mal^ aged 40 
years^ Chaiidkuri of lianak Mandi Purani Hoiisei 
m Kanak Mandi turani^ Amritsar. 


On the 9th of April, I took part in the Ram Naomi procession. Oo 
the i3th, I went to the Jallianwala Bagh at about 3-30 p. m. I had 
heard about the meeting in the bazar. 1 did not know that the Govern- 
ment had prohibited meetings. There were about 20,000 people present 
in the Bagh. There w-ere hundreds of children present. A funeral 
procession passed; many went with it. An aeroplane hovered over us. 
I was sitting near the northern wall close to the well and the platform. 
At about 5-15 p. m., I heard cries of, Look ! there are soldiers.” I at 
once dropped over the wall which was very near me, and then immedi- 
ately, I heard sounds of firing. I went home. I saw many wounded,, 
running down the lanes. I did not hear any warning given. 
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The statement o/Manohar Lai, residing at Saraikala^ 
District Rawal'pindu 


I was in Saraikala, District Rawalpindi, when I heard on the 11th of 
April that there had been firing at Amritsar and loot was going on there* 
As my wife was alone in the house, I left by Calcutta mail on 12. 4, 19 
at 3 a« m. and reached (Amritsar) station at 5 p. m., where the British 
soldiers were pioketted. I was allowed to enter the city after I wa^ 
searched. There was a hartal in the city and the people were roaming 
about hither and thither in the bazars. 


lU 


Amiritsar— No. 72 cmtd. 

Haxt day on the 13th, the Bafeakhi day, I came to know^ when I 
went to the ha 2 ;ar 5 that a meeting would be held in the Jallianwala Bagli 
■at 5 p. m. under the chairmanship of Laia Kanhayalah Pleader* I also 
heard that Martial Law would be in force from 8 p* in, I reached the 
Jallianwala Bagh at about 5 p. m, I found there about 15 or 10 thoii- 
gand persons present. 

The first resolution was that the Eowlatt Act be repealed, and the 
second resolution was that the firing on the 10th of April be condemned, 
and sympathy he expressed with the relatives of the dead. When the 
first resolution was being pnt to the meeting, I saw an aeroplane hover- 
ing over the place. At that time, a funeral procession was passing by, 
and I saw many people leaving the meeting and joining it* All of a 
sudden, armed Gurkha soldiers began to enter the Bagh through the 
main gate and the people began to run away on seeing them. No 
warning was given to the people to disperse. The soldiers fired on the 
people, when they were running away. I fell down while running, and 
was crushed under others. The firing went on for about 12 minutes* 
There were about 50 armed Gurkhas who were firing. After the.sol* 
diers left, many people came to see the dead bodies. I was dragged out 
from underneath the dead bodies; I had received one shot in the back 
of my left leg below the knee. I could not move about for about a 
month., on account of this wound. I also tried to find out the dead 
body of one of my acquaitances at that time. . I think there were about 
1,500 dead bodies in that Bagh, out of which there were some of children 
and one or two of women. I saw an aeroplane coming from the 
direction of the Clock Tower, while the first resolution was being put to 
the vote. The troops arrived 10 minutes after the aeroplane had dis- 
appeared = At the time when the aeroplane appeared, a funeral pro** 
cession of one, who had died of shots received on the 10th of April, was 
passing by the Jallianwala Bagh, and many people from the bagh joined 
the procession. The aeroplane was seen hovering over the bagh, I have 
heard that the people forming the funeral procession were fired at near 
the Sultan wind Gate. 

When I went to the Civil Hospital for treatment, I saw 
some other wounded persons there* The Civil Snrgeon said, ‘^Bemote 
these rabid dogs from my presence — Gandhi, Satyapal, KitcMew will 
look after them. ’’ Hearing this I left the hospital. 

My house is situated in Kucha Lamhan near Kucha Duglan* On 
■ the 18th, the British soldiers were picketted there, and a flogging post 
was fixed in the street. I saw many people passing through that lane, 
being made to crawl on their bellies, and I also saw the British soldiers 
taking photographs: of those who were made to crawl in that way. 
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73 ■ 

The Statement of Lala Sahab Dayaly aged 24/25 

Lala Gokal Ghand^ Proprietor^ Messrs. Karam Glmnd 
Sahab Dayal^ Katra Kha zana^ Amritsar. 


In the morning of the 13th of April, there was a strong rnmonr in 
the city that policemen were catching stray cows for purposes of 
slaughter* Some people in our bazar thought of making a proolama- 
tiouj asking the public to take proper care of their cows. My brother^ 
Karam Ghand, and Balmukand, cousin of Lala Mul Ohand Ohowdhri, 
volunteered to do so. It took about two or three hours from 11 o’clock 
to make this proclamation. It started from our own bazar, and went 
round Katra Karam Singh, Nimak Mandi, Qilla Bhangian, Chitta Katra 
and back to Katra Khazana. Balmukand accompanied the '^Dhandora” 
(proclamation) part of the way only. I did not hear any proclamation 
regarding Martial Law. When the shops opened after the close of the 
Hartal, my brother was arrested by the police about midday. The same 
evening, Balumal was also arrested. Both were accused of proclaiming 
about a meeting to be held in Jallianwala B agh on the 13th. My 
brother, Karam" Ohand was sentenced to 2 years, and given 30 stripes* 
This accusation is absolutely false, as they had not made any proclamation 
about any meeting. Balumal got 15 stripes and two years. 

I went to the Kotwali to enquire about my brother. There I saw 
2 other persons being flogged, one got 15 stripes and the other 25* 
They *were crying piteously. 


■74 ' ■ 

The statement of Partap Sitigh, aged 30^ son of Gurdit 
Singh Eamgahia^ carpenter^ resident of Taiwan Tamn 
{Bazar Belo7uanwala) 


I reached Amritsar on the morning of April 13 at about ,f 
ivand went to the Jallianwala garden after 3-30 p.m. ^ I kept' 
-'.standing near the entrance to the garden from the Hall Bazar ,side>'' 
■-jand' WaS ' very close to the troops when they were firing. Whon-I 
saw the soldiers coming in, I moved to the right a little, and stood : 
right against the wall., . Later on, I lay down at the same place,’ 
Just behind the European officers., . About an hour after my arrival 
in the bagh, some (jurkhas, with rifles, came to the garden and: 
stood in two lines to the left of the entrance. There were approxi- 
mately 50 Gurkhas^and some 5 or 6 Haropeans and^one Inspector : 
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of Police and also Sttb Inspector Mit Singh. There were about lo 
thousand men present in the garden, The soldiers began to fire 
at once. No warning was giyeh. The first volley was fired high. 
On this, one officer reprimanded the Gnrkhas. With a revolver 
pointed at them, he abused them in filthy language and said, *‘Why 
are you firing so high? Fire low; for what else have you bean brought 
here ?’b or words to this effect. After this, the firing was continued 
on the people, especially, aimed towards the entrances wherefrom 
people were going out. For about 15 minutes, the firing continued. 
Immediately after the firing, they left the place. I then left the 
garden by the gate near Lala Dholam Das’ bouse and stopped over 
night at Chabba. I saw the aeroplane as I was going to the garden. 
The whole ^ gajdeni;^:prineipa^ the _ aide facing the firing line 
was full p£ wounded and dead people, about 1000 or 1200 in 
mf.|Giber. 'About 20 persons were lying dead in the Hansali gate. 
The corner near the ‘‘Biirf ’ was filled with a large number of dead 
bodies, . as also two or three corners in the direction of the well and 
the wall behind the Samadh. Some 100 persons were near the place* 
w^here I was standing. They ran out towards Hansli and were 
fired at. 

About three days after the firing in the Jallianwala Bagh,. 
Azy Din, Thanedar, sent to my shop some chairs for repairs. I 
asked Es. 16 for the repairs. I was asked to do the work free, and sol 
did not start the work. About four or five days after, I was arrested 
along with others on the charge of attempting to loot the ireastiifjr: 
at Taran Taran. I was kept in the lockup at Amritsar for about 
a fortnight. When I was produced before a Judge in the Ram 
Bagh at Amritsar with others, I gave exactly the same version aa 
stated above as the reason of my arrest and I was released. 

7B ^ ■ 

Ihe statemerd o/Ratan Devi (widow) ^ residence^ near 
Jallianwala Bagli^ AmWimT> 

I was in my house near Jallianwala Bagh when I heard shots 
fired. I was then lying down. I got up at once as I was anxious, 
because my husband had gone to the Bagh. I began to erv, and 
went to the place accompanied by two women to help me. There 
I saw heaps of dead-bodies and I began to search for my husband* 
After passing through thatheap, Ifound the dead body of my husband* 
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The way towards it was fall of blood and of dead bodies* After a short 
time, both the sons of-Lala Sandar'Dasoame theret and I asked them 
to bring a charpai (cot) to carry the dead body of my husband home. 
The boys accordingly went home and'leent away the two women 
also. By this time, it was 8 o’clock and no one could stir out of his 
house, because of the curfew order* I stood on waiting and crying. 
At about S-SO, a sikh gentleman came. There were others who 
were looking for something amongst the dead* I did not know 
them. I entreated the Sikh gentleman to help me in removing 
my husband’s body to a dry place, for that place was overflowing 
with blood* He caught the body by the head and I by the legs, 
and we carried it to a dry place and laid it down on a wooden 
block. . I waited up to 10 p. m., but no one arrived there. I got 
up and started towards Ablowa Katra. I thought of asking some 
student from the Thakurdwara to help me in carrying my husband 
home. I had not gone far, when some man sitting in a window in 
an adjacent house asked me where I was going at that late hour* 
I said, I wanted some men to carry my husband’s dead body home. 
He said, he was attending a wounded man and as it was past 
8 p. m., no body could help me then. Then I started towards 
Katra and another man asked me the same question. I made the 
same appeal to him and he gave me the same answer. I had gone 
hardly three or four steps, when I saw an old man smoking and 
some people sleeping by his side. I repeated the whole of my sad 
story to him with hands folded. He took great pity upon me 
and asked those men to go with me. They said that it was 10 
o’clock, and that they would not like to be shot down. That was 
no time to stir out ; how could they go out so far ? So I went back 
and seated myself by the side of my dead husband. Accidentally, I 
found a bamboo stick which I kept in my hand to keep off dogs. 
I saw three men writhing in agony, a buffalo struggling in 
great pain ; and a boy, about 12 years old, in agony entreated me 
not to leave the place. I told him that I could not go any where 
leaving the dead body of my husband. I asked him if he wanted 
any wrap, and if he was feeling cold, I could spread it over him. 
He asked for water, but water could not be procured at that place. 

I heard the clock striking at regular intervals of one hour. 
At 2 o’clock, a Jat, belonging to Sultan village, who was lying 
entangled in a wall, asked me to go near him and to raise his kgv 
I got up and, taking hold of his clothes drenched in biood, 
raised his leg up. After that, no one else came till half past 
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At about six, L. Buudat Dass, his sons and some people from my 
stieet eame there •yyith a efiarpai, and I brought my husband home. 
I saw other people at the Bagh in search of their relatives. I 
passed my whole night there. It is impossible for me to describe 
•what I felt. Heaps of dead bodies lay there, some on their backs 
and some -with their faces upturned. A number of them were poor 
innocent children. I shall never forget the sight. I was all 
alone the whole night in that solitary jungle. Nothing but the 
barking of dogs, or the braying of donkeys was audible. Amidst 
hundreds of corpses, I passed my night, crying and watching. I 
cannot say more. What I experienced that night is known to 
and to God. 
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The statement of Mian Sikander Ali» son of Mian Sultan AhmaeL, 
aged 60 ^ proprietor of a grinding mill^ Karmon-lii-DeorU^ 
Kucha^ Mian Asad-Ullahi Vakil^ Amritsar* 


On April 13th, at about 7 p. m., I received a rude shock 
when my elder son, named Mohamad Din, age 28, entered onr 
house, besmeared with blood. He told me that the assembly at 
the Jallianwala Eagh had been fired upon, and that he had escaped 
narrowly, and that hundreds had lost their lives* He had left the 
place in a hurry and could not say what had happened to my, 
younger son, Shamsuddin, who had accompanied him to the garden. 
I immediately left for the Bagh to search for my younger son. I 
reached the Bagh at about 7. 15 p. m, entering in through the 
main entrance on the north. I managed to extricate the dead 
body from a large heap of corpses near the outlet to the east of the 
well. The deceased had a bullet mark on his calf, and a big 
opening a little over his forehead. Close to my son, lay my cousin, 
named, Ismail, (son of Mian Bukhsh who lives next door to me).... 
He also had received a bullet on his calf, and his right Jaw had 
been lacerated. A near relation of Ismail, named Hasan, 
“ad also come to the Bagh in search of the latter. We both 
removed the two corpses with the greatest difficulty, as there was 
no one to help us. There were a number of children among the 
dead. I saw an aged manpying prostrate on the ground with a two 
years old baby in his arms. Both appearedpo be lifeless. The 

number of the dead and wounded, then lying in the garden, was 
about two thousand. 
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NOTICE. 

Ignorant and wicked people have circulated false rumonrSy 
and it is the intention of the Government that real facts be known. 
It is necessary for the help of Government that no such false 
rnrnotirs should get circulated. It is desirable that information 
regarding all such ridiculous news be at once communicated to the- 
Deputy Commissioner so that he may be able to contradict false 
news and promulgate the correct news. 

The real facts regarding the Incident that took place on Sun- 
day in the city of Amritsar are as folIow’'S 

The General Sahib had issued a proclamation that no gathering 
should assemble without his permission, no meeting be held and no- 
procession take place. The General Sahib and myself went in 
person to the city and warned the residents of the city by beat of drum,- 
that, in case any meeting was held it wmuld, if necessary, be 
dispersed by means of bullets. Disregarding this order of the- 
General Sahib, some ill-wishers of the Government arranged for 
a meeting, and induced many persons to attend the meeting by 
false pretences and gave out that a Diwaa would be held there, Bui 
the people were not informed of the danger in going there. 

About 5 p. m., the General Sahib, with about fifty Indian 
troops, went to the spot. There was no European soldier with him. 
Seeing the soldiers, the people showed an attitude of defiance. On 
this the order to fire was given with the result that many were 
.wounded and many killed. 

The Government is sorry that some innocent persons were 
seduced by wicked people to go there and got killed. But every 
one should bear in mind that obedience io the order of the General 
Sahib is obligatory, and that the General Sahib will not, in future, 
put up with any kind of unrest. 

Dated 18th April, 1919. (3d.) Miles Ievino, 

Deputy Commissioner, 
Amritsar Distt. 

liiteRr:’ ; ■ 

The statement of Lala Raila Ram, Pleader^ Land owner^ 
and formerly Munieipal Commissioner ^ Taran Taran^ 
District Amritsar. 


On the 6th of April, 1919, there was a Hartal in Taran Taran. 
At about seven in the morning, I came out from my house and 
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'Wat towards 'the Tahiti fiazar. I saw nearly all the shops closed. 
‘Siihseqaeiatly, Chowdhri. Aziz Uddin ( 8 iib Inspector Police) came io 
the bazar, and got- the few shops, then open, closed. At about 11, a 
meeting was held at the Ohank Durbar Sahib, at which about 200 
men were present. I presided, but made no speech. Jagat Bingh 
and Maulvi Abdul Rahman spoke, and it was resolyed to send 
telegrams of protest to the authorities. 

News of a general shooting of unarmed and innocent people on 
13th April, at Jallianwala Bagh, reached Taran Taran that very 
day, and at the suggestion of the Tehsildar and the Sub Inspector 
another meeting was at once held at the Ohauk Darbar Sahib, with 
a view to keep the people engaged, and thus to prevent any 
possible violence. These officials sent for us, and it was decided 
in their presence that a meeting should be called by us, and that 
we. should address the people to remain quiet, and make no 
disturbance. This was done, and there was no disturbance in 
the city. Then I went to my village for my brother’s 
marriage. Subsequently, Fauja Singh, a Havaldar of Police, and 
Santa, and Natha Singh, and other policemen came there and 
brought me to Taran Taran. I asked, if there was any warrant 
for my arrest, but none was shown to me. I was handcuffed, as 
we approached Taran Taran. I was confined in the lock-up in 
Tahsil Moga. This was on the 22nd of April. Next day, through 
the intervention of Mr. Gilford, a clergyman, I managed to get 
myself released. At the suggestion of Ghowdhri Aziz Uddin and 
Lala Sant Ram, some residents of the town gave a bond by way oF 
security, and I was released then in the afternoon. 

Although I was released, my punishment did not cease. T was 
a Municipal Commissioner. I was dismissed from that post. I 
was also made a special constable, although the city was quiet and 
there was no necessity for such an appointment. 

I do not believe that there was an attempt to attack either 
the Mission Buildings, or to loot the treasury by any one in the 
city, or by any villagers from the surrounding villages. I did 
not hear that there was any attempt to loot the treasury on the 
night of the 12th. I learnt of such an alleged attempt from the 
Sub Inspector on the 13th. He said that these persons had 
gathered near the Mohammadan grave-yard with the object of 
looting the treasury. The distance between the grave-yard and 
the treasury is about a mile, and the two places are at the two 
ends of the city. For this reason, as also on account of the fact. 
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that iiobody in the city came to know anything about this attempted 
loot, the 'Story .of the Sub Inspeetor ,appeared to me to be highly 
improbable. I, therefore, made enquiries. I own land near the 
grave yard. As it was the harva# time,; cultivators remained in 
the field even at night time to watch* I asked these cultivators 
and none of them had seen any such gathering near the grave yard. 


•/:' : 
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The statement of Lala Amin Chand, Pleader, Taran Taran, 
Amritsar District 


I 
\ 


'V 


i 


I was in my village Sarhali Kalan, where I heard that Mr* 
Abdul Rahman, Pleader had been arrested and that Babu 
Ralla would be arrested. I left my village for Taran 
Taran. Here the information about Mr* Abdul Rahman 
was confirmed. At about 3 o^clock Babu Ralla Ram also w’^as 
brought under arrest. Babu Ralla Ram’s uncle, B. Tara Ohand 
and some other gentlemen went to Padre Gillfred and requested 
him to intervene. Next day, when we went to Padre Sahib’s 
bungJow, Lala Sant Ram, E. A. 0. and Munshi Azix Din, Ofiioiat- 
ing Inspector Police were there. They asked us to execute a bond 
to the effect that we would not thenceforth take part in politics* 

Consequently, an assurance was given on behalf of the people 
that they would never take part in polities, and if any one did so, 
all the citizens would pay the sum of Rs. 5,000 and that they would 
fee liable jointly and severally. This was drafted and written by 
B. Hari Chand, Pleader. The bond was to remain in force for 
three years. As far as I remember, it was worded like this : We 
shall not take part in any political meeting, detrimental to the 
public peace or otherwise, for 3 years ; in case of default, we shall 
pay collectively or severally the sum of Rs. 5,000. When the 
document was completed, the people were asked to assemble in 
Durbar Sahib, Taran Taran and their signatures were taken down. 
Lala Sant Ram took that document to Padre Sahib, who took it 
to Amritsar and then the persons, who had been arrested, were 
released on bail. 

Q . — Why did you sign such an agreement ? 

A. — We had to, as we heard what was taking place in Amritsar, 
and the people were not prepared for indiscriminate arrests or 
oppression, and as otherwise, we could not get the arrested persons 
released.' ■ There was absolutely no'-a^ttempt ofAnykind bn the part 
' 16 ^ ■ : ■ ; • . 
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oE the people in Taran Taran to loot property in onr town or in 
Amritsar. I have no knowledge of any such attempt, nor have I 
heard of any such proposal. If there had been any such movement 
in my village, 1 would certainly have come to hear of it. 

Although there was no disturbance in Taran Taran, Lala Sant 
Bam, B. A. 0. ordered the courts to be closed for six days at first, 
and subsequently for two days i. e. the 14th and the 15th of April. 
There was really no reason for closing the courts. On those two 
days, the clients attended, the ministerial staff attended, and the 
, pleaders also attended to get dates in their cases. 


The statement of Mr. Abdul Rahman, aged 33, Pleader, Taran 
Taran, Amritsar Distriet, 


April 6th was observed as a “ Hartal » day in response to 
the call made by Mahatma Gandhi. It was a spontaneous 
demonstration. A public meeting of the citizens was convened to 
protest against the Eowlatt Bill. The audience numbered some 
hundreds. Sub Inspector Aziz Uddin was present. The police 
officers were not against this meeting. In fact, the Sub- 
Inspector ^ had a talk with me previously and had suggested 
the necessity of such a protest meeting from the people’s point of 
view. Mr. Ralia Ram, Pleader, took the chair and I moved 

the resolution of protest. The speeches were all sober and 

moderate and strictly within the limits of law. The meeting and 
the rest of the day passed off quietly. On the morning 
of the 13th, I , heard from Police officers that on the 
previous day there had been an attempt by some people to 
loot the treasury. I did not hear any rumour or talk of any such 
attempt on the 12th, or on any day previous to the 12th. I 
did not even hear of this attempt on the night of the 12th. 
My house is very near the treasury, there being only one house 
and some vacant land between the treasury and my house. It is 
very strange that if any attempt had really been made, I 

8 on not have heard of it at the time. I have asked many 

prsons in the city living near the treasury, but no body 

knows anything of tbis.aitempt to loot. The general impression 
in the City IS that the story is a myth. My own belief is the 
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I did not hear also of any oppression on Christian girls» nor 
did I hear of any movement in the neighbouring villages 
to commit loot either in the Tehsil or in the City of 
Amritsar. If really there had been any such movement, I would 
have heard of it, as many villagers come to us daily. On the 14tli 
of April, Taran Taran was the scene of another Hartal. It 
was all spontaneous and voluntary. The people of Taran Taran 
had many relations and caste people at Amritsar, and many of 
them were reported to have been shot down. Some Taran 
Taran people, who had gone to Amritsar to see the Baisahhi Fair 
had also been shot down. It was this, and the unlawful and 
oppressive action on the part of the authorities in shooting down, 
unarmed and innocent people which led to this Hartal. 

There was a meeting on the 14th of April. After the 6th of 
April and before this meeting, I had been warned by the Sub- 
Inspector against taking part in any meeting. I was therefore,, * . 

unwilling to take part in this meeting. But Babn Nihal Singh 
assured me that the Tahsildar and the Sub Inspector both, 
had advised the holding of this meeting with a view to keep the 
people engaged. Upon this assurance, I went to the meeting. 

There were no violent speeches and the proceedings were merely 
the reiteration of the advice issued by " Mahatma Gandhi to 
abstain from all acts of violence and not to commit any breach of 
the peace. 

A few days later, I was arrested at Amritsar and produced 
before Lala Sant Earn, E. A. 0., at Taran Taran. The order of 
arrest was read over to me and I was handed over to a European 
Military Officer. For two days, I was detained in the Tehsil 
I Compound at Tarn Taran with handcuffs on, so that every 
I passer-by could see me in that condition. On the evening of the j 

i second day, I was sent to the Fort at Amritsar in a con- ; 

veyance along with sweepers and other criminals. I reached the ! 

Earn Bagh Garden late in the evening.. Here it was that for the | 

first time I came to know that I had been arrested on the | 

being ■ a seditionist.' ' I- . say ' this, lor the 
were arranged in groups and the officer in charge referred | 

to the group in which I was, as a group of seditionist®. ! ; 

^ Along with 11 others, I was, put in a small room in the Fort^ - | 

Amongst my eleven companionSf one came from Dhariwal, a place ; 

in Gurdaspur District where Martial Law had not been pro- * 

• claimed. There was another young'Wan^'' compounder irom^^D.ehra. ; ! 
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'Btitf'; ^ Tillage near Dhariwal where he m’-as 

and he not ^k^ow .He said, lie had no meals 
on.the preTions eT'eningyBor'that moriiiiig. He was in a pitiable 
ifitate owing to- 'extreme- hunger. ■ When it grew very late, we 
eallecl out to the soldiers mounting guard over us and ashed for 
.something to eat. The answer was a flat refusal. There was one 
young man with us who was an assistant Jailor at DhariwaL I 
learnt from him that he had been arrested, because of the omigsion 
to salam the General who* had gone to Dhariwal to deliver a 
lecture. We had to pass that night in that room and did 
not get anything to eat till 2 in the afternoon the x 
was then let out on bail. 

After this, I, along with others who had participated in the 
protest meetings, were made to lecture in far off villages in the 
Tehsil in favour of the Rowlatt Act against our conscience. This 
was under a verbal order of Lala Sant Ram, E. A. C. 

Some of us, including pleaders and others, were made special 
constables by way of punishment. We had to report ouerselves 
twice a day to the Magistrate, to watch the streets of the city till 
eleven in the night and to submit a daily written report to the 
Extra Assistant Commxssoner. 

It was not till the middle of July that we were finally dls- 
All through this period, TaranTaran was perfectly quiet? 
orderly and loyal. 


charged. 
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The statement 0 / Qanda Singh, son of Kala Singhs aged 60 
years, Zemindar, Chauiala, {village) Tahsil Tar an Ta-ran, 
Dist. Amritsar* 


I was arrested in April after the firing in Amritsar, under 
orders of Thanedar Ram Datta, the reason being, that I refused 
to make a false statement in connection with the cutting of Tele- 
graph wires between Taran Taran and Jandokee near Sakhira 
village. I was detained in the lock-up at Taran Taran and Amrit- 
sar for 29 days, and then released. The Police wanted me to say 
that I had seen Hatha Singh Sud cut the telegraph wire. 1 refu- 
sed to do so. I had not seen any one cutting it. Two or three 
days, after my arrest, two European military officers came to the 
Police station in Taran Taran, and placed some Baluchi soldiers 
front .of me. with', rifles in their hands, and threatened to 
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shoot me within seven minutesi if I dM not give false information* 
I refused to^do so and was sent up to the Iock*np again. 

'..-'There was absolute quiet, 'in', our 'village, and no one ever 
thought of or attempted in any way to loot property in our village,, 
or in other villages, or in Amritsar. If there had been any such 
talk in my village, I would certainly have known of it. 

I am a teacher by profession and I believe that is the rca*' 
son why the Police wanted me as a witness. 


82 

The statement of Bhai fiarnam Singh, son of BJiai Nidhan 
Singhj Zamindar, resident of CTiatitala, Telisil and 
Thana Taran Taran, District Amritsar* 


After two or three days of Baisaki ”, Pandit Ram Dalta,. 
Sub Inspector of Police came to our village at about 11 a. m., 
and asked me to call by beat of drum all the residents of the village 
who had at that time gone out for reaping the wheat harvest. 
When in obedience to his orders all the villagers came there, he 
arrested some 18 or 20 men, including my son named Teju, my 
brother named Lai Singh, and my cousin Inder Singh. My son and 
brother never attended any meeting, nor did they even take part 
in any demonstration. They were always busy with work in the 
field. They were all taken to the Tahsil of Taran Taran anJ 
falsely charged. My son was released after being in the Jail 
for one month. Much of our time and money was lost in the 
meantime* 

Besides this, our crop of wheat and gram was forcibly cut for 
the horses of the police who had come there for investigation. 
Moreover, the police got eight annas from every house and drank 
liquor which they bought for the sum, from outside. They ate up 
the fowls of the village which they took hold of by force. They 
drank the milk of our buffaloes which they milked forcibly, and our 
children had to go without milk. There was no attempt to loot in 
my village. No body in my village thonglit or talked of looting 
Taran Taran or Amritsar. No looting took place in the siirroimd’** 
ing villages. If there had been any such talk in my village or in 
neighbouring villages, I would certainly have heard of it. My 
village is at a distance of about two miles from Taran Taran. I 
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never heard 6 £ any attempt on the part of my villagers to loot 
the treasury at Taran Taran. 
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The statement of S&nt Sin^h, sjo Arm Singh, Jat, 
Zamindar, aged 35 years, resident Qorkha, 
Tehsil, Taran Taran, Amritsar. 


I went to the Amritsar Mandi fair on the 13th of April, 1919, 
I had one buffalo for sale with me. My buffalo was 
ted into the animal fair. An hour or two after 
buffalo was sold for Rs. 53. I reached Taran Taran the next 
evening at 4 p. m. I marched towards my village through the 
Bazai. I had hardly gone a few yards, when to my great surprise 
I was arrested by Faiza Singh, Havaldar. He took- me to the city 
Kotwali. There at the Kotwali, he was joined by Suren Singh, 
Havaldar ; they had a talk between themselves for a time, and 
then they came towards me and searched my clothes. They took 
Rs. 52 from my pocket and assured me of the fact that the 
money would certainly be sent to my house. After about half an 
hour, Aziz TJddin, Thanedar, came there and enquired of me the 
reason of my presence in the city. I said, “ I have just come 
from the Amritsar Mandi fair.” But he paid no heed to what I 
said, and in return he abused me, and said, “Take him in custody, 
as he has come along with the other man.” I was kept there for 
four days, and in that interval, they tried their best to persuade me 
to turn an approver in the case. But I did not agree to their 
proposal, as they wanted me to give false evidence. 

^ Then the Police brought me to Ram Bagh, Amritsar, and there 
a Sahib said, “ Take this man to the jail.” I was kept in jail for 
about 17 days. The next day, I was again brought to Ram Bagh, 
and was shut in an iron fence for about 6 or 7 days. Afterwards, I 
was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. I was kept in the jail 
with other fellow villagers for about six months, after which I 
was released. I have a family to support. In the days of my im- 
prisonment, there was none to look after my crops which were des- 
troyed. I have not tilled my land, as I had no resources left at 
my disposal. 

. I was absolutely innocent of the charge brought against me. 
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Statments of (1) Waaslr Slagli, a^e 65, son of Dal Singh (2) Lai 
Sliigli? age 55, son of P tern Singh (5) Owrmalcli Slogli!. age 55, 
son of Kesar Singh, All three residents of Gorhha Village^ 
Tahsilf Taran Taran^ Pistt* Amritsar, 


Towards tlie end o£ April, one day, the police came to our Tillage, 
and proclaimed that all should keep indoors, and not go to the fields 
to attend to their work. The next day, all the residents o£ our 
Tillage were arrested, and with the exception o£ a few old men, ail 
the Yillagers were brought to Taran Taran, and put in the lock- 
up. Late in the evening, one Jijja was threatened by the police to 
mention certain persons amongst us, as having taken part in the 
alleged looting of the treasury. Jijja at first said that ho had no 
knowledge, but on being further threatened, he gave the names of 
20 persons, against 5 or 6 of whom he had a personal grudge, the 
others being relations of those 5 or 6 persons* These 20, including 
ourselves, were kept and the others released. We were then taken 
to Amritsar and kept in the fort for about a fortnight, after 
which, we were taken to Lahore for trial, but were sent back to 
Amritsar. Our trial then took place in the Ram Bagh. We were 
tried along with many others, numbering about 100. The whole 
trial lasted only two days. We cited witnesses in defence. But 
when they were produced in court, they waved their hands, and 
said, they would not give evidence, fearing, if they did so, they 
would be arrested and put in Jail. No pleaders were allowed to 
appear. On the 3rd day, we were sentenced to various terms of 
imprisonment.^ 

■ We had been all along in our villages. We never heard of 
any attempted loot at Taran Taran, and we firmly believe that 
the story of the. attempted loot of the treasury was a myth. ' We 
hear, eJiJJa is even now approaching the authorities with a view 
..that we may be bound down. 

85 

The SMemenis of (7) Roda Sliigli (2) Deva Singh (3) Jagat Singh 
(4) Harnam Singh (5j Sher Singh and (6) Maggar, 

' : all residmts of the Tehsil of Taran Tanuh 


We, the residents of the Tehsil of Taran Taran. in the 
District of Amritsar, living within three miles of Taran Taran’ 
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proper, never heard of the alleged attempt to loot the Treasnry 
till a fortnight after the alleged date. We came to know 
of it only when some policemen went to Jarmastpiira and arrested 
some persons who were all busy in cntting their harvests for 
the last three weeks. The whole of the Tehsil was at that period busy 
in cutting the harvest, and we are positive that no such attempt as 
alleged by the police to loot the Treasury was ever made. It is 
only a police myth. Had there beeu such an attempt, we all would 
have known of it at that time. 

We further say that there was no talk in oxxr villages of com- 
mitting loot in the surrounding villages at Taran 
the city of Amritsar, 





f ,f ir ♦f ^ ^ 




Hajsara Singh, son of Labh SmgK 

(2) Ou!ah Singh, age 6o, son of Deva Singh^ (3) 

Labhoo, age 70 , son of Boora, residents 
of Jarmasipura, Tehsil, Tar an 
Taran, Disii. AmrUsar-^ 


Our village is at a distance o£ 3 miles from the city of Taran 
Taran* Our village was quiet; there was not the least sign of 
any disturbance. There was no attempt by any body to loot the 
village, the neighbouring villages, or the cities of Taran Taran or 
Amritsar, ifor did we hear of any talk or proposal to commit 
such loot. If there had been any such talk in our village, or 
even in the neighbouring villages, we would have heard of it. 
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The siatement of Mr. Ourdia! Singh Salaria, Bar-aULaiv 
aged 26, Chowk Baba Atal, Kucha Peshawafim, 
Amritsar. 


I am a member of the Irish Bar, and have been practising at 
Amritsar since 1918 . 

On the loth of April last, when I was in court, I heard news 
of the deportation of Doctors Satjapal and Kitchlew, and of a 
crowd of people being fired upon by the police and the military* 
On hearing this, several members of the local Bar decided to 
help the authorities in restoring peace and order. With that view, 

^ some of Os. approached the -Deputy Commissioner, and he requested 
to,,Jo,.;all,.we..cou.Id in. t.he matter. 
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Thsreapoiij Mi% Bcliiiri Mr* QiitaisliU 

and I prooeedi'J towards the city iu a -tonga* We met the Deputy 
Ooiiimissioner near the Octory post, close tp the coart* Ilcjiskecl ns 
to go straight to the Railway foot-bridge* We went there nml 
got down near Madan's shop* I found a small iiiiiriher of dis- 
mounted British soldiers, and monnted Indian police, wiili Mr. 

. Connor, Mr* Rlomer and I think Mr. Becket, all on horseback, ill 
the Railway foot4)ridge on the civil line side. The bridge was 
simply packed with crowds of people. I told Mr* Plomcr that the 
Deputy Coinmissiouer requested ns to help him, and wc intended 
to try and induce the crowd to get back to, the city* He said, 
'"For God's sake do,^’ In the meanwhile, Messrs* Toclar MaR 
Giilam Yaseen, Maqbool Mahmood, and others drew up in a motor 
oar. I. rushed up to the bridge, “and made an appeal to the crowd 
■ to disperse* Some people in the crowd said ‘''xliat tlK 3 y would 
disperse, if they were given the dead bodies of their brethrcri who 
had been shot down. I appealed again, and with the assistant* 
of my friends, the bridge was cleared. 1 then got dowui to the other 
side of the bridge, and tried to persuade the people to go back to 
the city, but I felt that unless I had a horse I could not reach the 
crowd effectively. I procured one from Mr. Ploiner, and went into 
the crowd on horseback. There were about 3,000 people gathered* 
I appealed to the people in and all around the Qol Bagh, They 
seemed to be willing to go away. Then I saw a crowuJ near the 
carriage bridge. I dashed forward. I found the Military ready 
to fire, and the crowd very much excited and shouting* I found 
Mr* Maqbool Mahmood, Pleader, and another Hindu gentleman 
trying to persuade the crowed to retire. I shouted at the top of iny 
voice to the officials not to fire, but to give us a little time to 
persuade the crowd to disperse. Time was granted* We then 
turned to the crowed and were endeavouring to persuade them, 
when some one threw a stick towards the soldiers, and they began 
to fire all at once, without giving any intimation to me or to my 
friends* It wais by a miracle that wo were saved. After the firing 
ceased, I said to the Deputy Commissioner, that he ought to have 
at least given me some intimation before the soldiers were ordered 
to fire. 

■ Then somebody brought some stretchers from the Hospital to 
carry the wounded, but I saw Mr* Plomer sending them away 
saying that the people would make their own arrangements* The 
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11 11 ruber, of tlie dead and wounded was about 20» I helped to put 
the bodies on the oharpoys. witnessed many pathetic scenes^ 
I might inentioB one of tlies-e. 'One boy^ aged about 10^ was lying, 
shot in the belly. I saw the entrails of his stomach protruding- 
He saidj “Doiibi trouble about me. ' I am done for* Look after 
eiiy brethren'.’^ 

; ^ Hdhea went towards the' city«, Subsequently , on ilie same day,'' 
■I .met 'Mr. Plomer' and the' Deputy' Gommissio.ner, and they thanked 
•■'mu lor. what I had done. 

, After that, the city was quiet and I did not go out very muolu, 
I 'did not go to the Jallianwala bagh on the Idth, nor did I. hekf: 
.t^iy p'rockmaiion, prohibiting public meetings on that day. On the 
'2:J,s'tj'l.,;;reo0ived a. notice along with other, meoibers^.of the lo.eal.bar ■ 
from the Officer Coiimiaudin'g, ealling upon us to attend at his 
'ufficef'wliio^ .WO'Went .to Ram Bagh and,;, had .Ho'- wait 

■■ oiitside for a, considerable time, before the Officer GommaBdinguame,' 
cut. It was then drizzling. He spoke to us in an insulting 
'..^manner, 'and we were 'appointed special, constables, by his'^ or'der.vi 
We, were put under, an officer, Lieutenant Rewman, ' who, av.apech^ 
liimselr of every opportunity to abuse us and insult us. We were 
lua.'cle 'to wdtness .flogg.hig. ' We were, told ■ that we .' w.ere ..'.sh.ie'ld'L^^^ 
nr.iminals, because we got our living out of them. . 0 ,n'one'ucC:asiouL 
we had to undergo drilling, of which the chief point, bowever,' was . 
•to teach us how to salam. This officer, was suocee.ded, . by another,' 
■ufiicer, (Japtaiii Prostoiiero . He. was a gentleman, and treated us 
well.. All of 113 felt that the order appointing us special constables 
was intended to insult us, because we were members of the local 
bur. There was not the least disturbance in the city in those 
.days, and we could not understand, why, when there were so many 
police' officers and soldiers in the city, it was not at all necessary 
to make us special constables. 

In the afternoon of the 23rd of May, a constable cam,e to me 
in Court and asked me to accompany him to the KoiwalL I went 
with him and was brought before Sukha Singh and Plomer- 
They asked me a few questions. I was asked as to whether I was 
present at the meetings of the 5th and 6th of April# I said, I was 
not present at the first meeting and that I was present at the 
■second meeting, at which 1 seconded a resolutmn praying the King 
Emperor to withhold his assent to the Rowlatt Act. I was 
''urther asked whether I had incited the mob on the 10th of ApriL 


1 said^ Certainly nols on the contrary, I had done my beat to 
‘'induce the mob to retire^ ■ '■ 

I was then conducted to the Jail, where I was confined in a celL 
They brought 1116 ' some food which I could not take. Next day, I 
asked the Superinlendeot to allow me to-.' have my own food ^anci 
..bedding from home, but he refused* ■ Later on, T , was allowed to 
,get iny own bedding from home. There were very dirty latrines 
quite close to my cell. The smell was awful, and all the time I 
6was in' the ximri tsar Jail, T lived on gram, as 'I could:, not. e.ai:' "... 
the food which they gave me. I was kept there till the 26th of 
'May, when I was removed io Lahore, handcuffed with Dr. Bashir., 
and we were made to walk from the Lahore railway station to the 
Session Court in the middle of the day, and there we were kepi 
the whole day, seated on the ground* On. the way from the station 
to the court, some of us asked for water, as we were thirsty* The 
•constables in charge took us to a w-eli, and as we were about to 
drink, the Court Inspector came up, rebuked the constables, and 
■ordered him to march us off. So, were not allowed to have 
water. In the evening, I was removed to the Central Jail, and 
was put in an iron cage, 7'X 4' X approximately, and raised 
about 1^' from the ground. I got the usual prisoners' food, which 
'wa.3 .vile, and I could not eat it. The next moraiag, I was removed: 
to ‘‘^Seasat Khanji*’ in the Central Jail, where I got better food.^ 
From there, I was removed to Borstal Jail, where I remained till 
my trial. At my trial, the charges laid against me 'were-:* — 

(1) Baing one of the conspirators who arranged on 5th April to 
hold Hartal and a big meeting on the 6th, (2) Being a speaker at the 
''■pTotesi'ineeting- of the 6'th of , April, but speech not reported, (S) On 

mob at .Khair Din’s mosque, and said' to have . .■ ■ 
been with the mob at the Railway bridge, ineiting them on. Paraded 
thereafter with JIafis Molid. Bashir on horseback through the city. 
Went to the house of Bashir and delivered infiammatory speech to 
ike mob outside, in the evening. 

As regards the first charge, I denied at the trial and still 
deny being present at any meeting on the 5th of April , as 
alleged. As regards the 2iid charge, I admit having spoken at the 
meetiog on the 6th of April, and seconded a resolution against the. 
Bowiatt Bill. I certainly did not say anything which' was wrong, 
or which may be taken exception to. With reference to the 3rd 
charge, it seems to be a mockery to accuse me of -haying ^ incited 
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i|te mob eii,t!ie Baiiway bridge 013 L tlia lOtli of Aprils wbeii I did 
my beat to disperse the orowd and, that even, at the instance of the 
Deputy Commissioner. . 1 denied at my trial, and still deny that 
1 went on horseback with Mr# Bashir in the evening of: that day 
round’ th^ city. Isay further that I denied at my trial and I 
still deny 'that 1 delivered any speech, inflamiiiatory or oilierwisci, 
to the mob iii'or outside Mr. Bashir^s house. I vvis cvenitiiilly 
acqiiittecL^ ■ ^ ' 

On Buch flimsy materials, I was detained in custody from the 
.2lrd of May tili the e5th or 6th of July# It was, cm, such, flimsy 
liiateriala as these that I'was tried for my life under section 
und' 'other eeetioiis of, the Penal Code. ^ '■ 


Tim siatemeut of Mr* Bad r*4i!®! slam Allkhan, Bar-at-Law^ 
age ^4, Lourt Road, Amritsar^ 


: I am a member of the English Bar, and have been practising 
at Amritsar and elsewhere for the last 11 years. 

On the 19th of April, 1919, at about 2 p. m* two Sub Inspec« 
tors came to my house in the civil lines, and told me that Miv 
:Plomer, Dj. Superintendent of Police, wanted to see me at the 
Kotwali. When I came out, I found that my house had been 
sitrrounded by some armed policemen, and there were about a 
dos^en .soldiers with fixed bayonets. The attitude of the Sub 
Ihspectora vW aggressive. They walked into my wife’s 

: ‘be:a,ro,om iWhiJ,st I was ,in the dressing room, and when she asked 
■them. 'to go. out, they refused to do so. I asked them by whose 
orders I was being arrested, but was told that I was not arrested, 

■ and that the military and armed police were only meant for the 
personal protection of the Sub Inspectors. I offered to go in my 
own conveyance, but was not allowed, on the pretence that they 
had a conveyance waiting outside the compound. When it was 
not visible outside, I was told, it was waiting a little down the 
road. ’After walking aTew hundred yards, when we reached ThC' 
I was informed that the gariwalla must have run away, 
i was taken to the city 'and marched to the Kotwali, guarded by 
the military and armed police. As I was led into a room in the, 
Kotwali, I found Mr. Plomer, Dj. S. P., the Kotwal, and one 
. other official in the room. As 1 entered, Mr. Plomer said in a 
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■loud ¥oice, ^^This is the man who wants to be 'the Ijfeiiteaaiii Gov- 
ernor o! the Punjab " Then he (M'r.^;Plomer) asked me what I' 
knew of the disturbances. I. replied;, 'I knew ,nothing"’as 'I had 
gone out to Bagga ^about 12 miles from Amritsar) to ’conduct, a 
criminal ^ case that daj.. He then asked, What do . you know ,of „ 
the propaganda that. 'led up to the murder o£ Europeans. I 
replied that in my opinion the arrest, of Drs. Kitchlew'aiid’Satya- 
pal and the firing on the mob were the causes of the riot, and that 1 
knew nothing of any such, propaganda. I was then asked to .give 
a written statement. I offered to answer questions, but Mr* 
PJonier said, he was not going to put me any questions, but I must 
r:r':.mniQ all I knew of the propaganda and give all names. , I 'said, I' 
knew nothing of any such propaganda, and he replied, .* Airtight; 
you can write that if you lihe^ I asked for pen, ink and paper 
which was brought, and Mr. Plomer waved his hand and said, ® Sit 
down anywhere here 'on the floor and write \ I kept stending, 
however, and then I was ordered to be taken into another room. 
I wrote my statement, mentioning the facts I had told Mr. ‘Plomer, 
in the room which, I believe, .was a Sub Inspector’s joom, ' as, it 
had a bed, a table, chair and a durrie and some other furniture. 
After I had handed over my statement, I asked the Sub Inspector 
if I was under arrest. He said I was not. I then suggested that I 
- would go home. But the Sub Inspector .said, he wwld go and 
ask the sahib. In the meantime, a ‘policeman with ’a rifle waji 
posted at the door. When the Sub Inspector did not return for a 
dong time, I told the constable that I was going away. Ha' said 
he had orders not to let _ me go. The Sub Inspector, came again 
•after 4 p. m., and w^ent away again 'to ask the sahib and kever 
returned. At 8 p. m., I was taken into the ro^namoHa roqm^ 
searched and put in the look-up. ^ .This rqom_is. about 9 by 12 feet 
and contained three or four small moonj mats and two _ tin,' vessels 
which were used as chamber pots. There were about' a/ doTOn of 
us in all. Dr. Mohammed Bashir _and myself were 'supposed ’|o 
have been arrested under Martial Law;,’* the rest _were Ardiharj 
criminals, one of whom! recognked^ as an approver' a^’dacoi% 
casein which I was appearing for the defence* 'day,, a 
^ pleader, with his brother and son,, and’ a retired Civil Surgeon,^ Were 
also brought, and locked up with us. . ’A of ,the_. criminals we:^ 
'then taken away, leaving, altogether about fourteen in.^jthe'eelL 
We were given dal and chapati^ twice/ *a 'day. ... ' 'On'.^tie . morn- 
■.ing, myself, with Shaikh MohammeA'Amfh pleader^' hTs ‘ion And ‘ 
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brolher, were taken to Ibe Earn Bag, in a well-gnarded, closed 
carriage, and thence ordered to be taken to the Fort. There, 
all o£ ii8 were pat in a cell, hantl-enfferl, two together. In a 
corner of the cell was a little heap of parched gram and a backol 
of water. In the afternoon, we were taken oat, and marched in u 
file, with a large number of Kashmiri coolies and others, to the 
open square inside the Fort, all handcuffed, two together. There 
w'C had to march round and round with European ladifeg and 
gentlemen watching the show. We lived that d.ny on parched 
gram which we picked up from the little heap on the floor. In 
the' evening, Captain Massey and another officer came to 0 |ijj m 11 
and asked for me. It appeared that my wife had been gdfhg - 
abont, seeing the General and other officials. I reqnegted the 
officers to have my handcuffs removed, as it was an unnecessary 
extra hardship. Captain Massey ordered our chains to he removed, 
and also ordered that we four were to be allowed to get our foOd arid 
clothing from our homes and also to bay any other things, provid- 
ed every thing passed through the Officer commanding the Fort. 
Thereafter, we were made as comfortable as possible under the 
ciroumstanees, and were kept apart from others. We were takeh 
out for an hour, morning and evening, for exercise. The military 
authorities from the highest to the lowest were exceptionally 
polite and obliging. On the 26th of May, a Sub Inspector and a 
police sergeant came and handenffed me, and took me in a carriage 
to the railway station with men of the armed mounted police in 
front of and behind the carriage. At the railway station, a number 
of other prisoners were also brought in handcuffs. W e were^.iij^SW' 
taken in ordinary prisoners’ third class carriages, with bars at the 
windows, to Lahore. I was put in a carriage, and taken to one 
of the Martial Law Tribunals, , where I had been summoned as a 
witness for the defence by Shaikh Mohd. Amin, pleader. In this 
room where all the witnesses were waiting, I met my wife for the 
flrsi time since my arrest. She had also come as a witness. 
Seeing me in handcuffs in charge of a polioeman was a little too 
mnoh for her, and she broke down. In the evening, I was taken to 
the Central Jail, and made to pay for the carriage for the whofe 
day. In the Jail, I was put in a solitary cell in ward No. 14, 
where all prisoners condemned to death are kept. We Were 
altogether five of ns in this ward, in separate cells, Lala 
.. Harkisheh' Lai, Dr. Narahg, Sirdar Habib Ullah Khan, Lala 
: • ^haram Bass Soori, and mytolf. We were allowed out of out cell,. 



morniiig and eyeniiigs for t>athiBg,,-aBd' were giTen beds* -We 
paid Rs. 30 a month each* and were given food different from the. 
ordinarj prisoners* ' I complained 'td Mi%' Cowan, the Snperinteii-; 
dent of the Jai!, about food aiid asked him to arrange for me to 
get, oil extra payment, if necessary, the food 'allowed to Earopean,: 
.prisoners,. as I.was.nQt.dsed to the kind. of. food I, wa,s ..getting*,.,.,,,,, Tte.. 
fcply was, will soon get' used to It, Or, yon can liaye the 

ordinary tinder trial prisoners^ food without paj’ment/' Abonta- 
,%eek '..after' my ^'arri.'va'l ''in .Miatv Jail, wa^ were iiioved lnt 0 ;'.,^:the:: 
..Bu'rop.eaa ''WarcL' / Some' ', others: "were.'^ hronght.^from 4he ^-Siasat' 
'Klian'a,' and now, we were ■ eighteen ..allogethe.r. and, had 'O.na. 'very.' 
large room, three sinai! foomSj a'' bath room and a varaiidah for all 
of . ns*. Three or four clays later, however, w.e: were' all mov'ed,., .'ioto. 


ward Ho*' 16 and given one big room in the barrack.. ' ■ All had beds 
vaad„wer 0 allowed to' sieep outside in the Eiiro.p€aE ward and'^' w'ard 
Ho* 16* A few days after our'.'arrival in ward Ho* 16y'we''Were.'.:^e^^^^ 
allowed the nsa of the rooms wliioh had electric fans. 

From that time, ws were never handcuffed when taken io 
:".:eoii:rt,,^:except on the day on which Judgment was proROO:BC€d*'; :& 
We were taken to court some times in hired carriages and 
gome times in the ordinary prisoners^ vans. I was acquitted by 
the TribunaL Upto now, I do not know the real reason of my 
'■..arrest' and ' trial, tinless it he the fact 'that I had ,'takeii.^^ 'p.att.::"TE:':'^ 
the protest against the Howlatt Bills. It was not till the third 
of Jane that I was supplied with the charges' against;, me* 

The charges against me, were' as follows 

1. Speaker at Bowlatt Bill p.rotest meeting of '28 ih Feb- ' 

: ,raary”intia£nm.atory', and inciting racial feeling.. 

■■' 2 , Chairman at Rowlatt Bill protest meeting on the 23rd ■ 
'o£ March, but .he is not reported as speaking., ^ ^ 

'/ Chairman of a gigantic meeting of 6th April, the' last' 
before the outbreak, but appears, both at beginning 
and end of meeting to have advised preservation of 
‘order* 

4«, Attended several' meetings at the,, house of Dr. JEfitchll®^^ 
'March ;and .1.0th, 'Apt,i'l^.:''::ih';'.',:''.:wi^^^ 
as ,'to :'creatin:g';'troub,le:.'''^''':u.h,::::|tl|^ 
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§* ' One of tbe conspirators wlio arranged on 5ili April, , 
1919, to hold HaHal on ilie 6ili of April and the meet- 
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secret meeting 




during 


the 8t<h of April to 
Earn Naniwi, and 


iiiisii 


Attended a 

■ , organise ■ frateFiiization 

spoke on the subject. 

As regards the fir^it charge, I admitj I spoke at the meeting of 
28tli February against the Rowlalt Bills, I poinkMl out the 
-iniquity " of. the measure and asked the HindiiS' and MusalmanB 
to unite and raise their Toice in protest against it, I deny^that 
I incited racial feeling, or that my speech could In 
described as inflammatory. 

As regards the 2nd charge, I have yet to know that to preside 
over a protest meeting is an offence against the law, I maintaiB 
that my action was both moral and legaL 

As regards the third charge, it is difficult to under- 
stand how it is an offence to advise the audience to preserve 
order. The meeting of the 6th April %vas a perfectly orderly 
meeting. 

The fourth charge is a tissue of falsehood, I never attended 
any meeting at Dr. Eitchlew’s house, between the dates mentioneds 
or at any time whatsoever, and I certainly did' not' 
meeting anywhere, where there was any discussion as to creating 
“trouble on the frontier, or burning European bunglows, or 
murdering Europeans, or boycot of courts and British trade, oi 
spreading false rumours. ^ - 

Even the approver, Hans Raj, did not refer to any such diB* 
cussion in his statement before the magistrate, nor did he in thal 
statement make any mention of my presence at_ any one of the 
meetings said to have been held at Dr. Kitchlew^s house. 

As regards the fifth charge, I say that the Hafid on thefith of 
April was a spontaneous HarPiL 

As regards the 6th charge, I deny absolutely that I was 
present at any meeting on the 8th of April, 1919, to organiKC 
fraternijsation during Ram Hatimi. I do not believe, there was 
any secret meeting held any where on that or any other day for 
that purpose. I admit that I had addressed meetings, in 
houfse of which I advocated fraterniKation betweeii Hindus and 
Mohammedans. I thought that it was my duty to do bo, and I still 
think 'it is my duty. * ■■ 
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presided over certain meetings,, 'the police could not have had any 
evidence against me which j’listified my arrest* I was arrested on' 
the 19tli o£ Aprih and the -first statement o£ Hans Raybefore ^ 
the magistrate was- on the 23rd of April. Even in this stateiiieiit 
there is nothing which could have justified my arrest. I further 
say that there was an attempt made by the police to manufacture 
evidence against me by torturing a man, named Ghulam Jila-ni* 
who' >clm the ' fact,,, in his evidence . before ,■ the,:, 'Martial ''':'-Law-;' 
;Com miss ion j in course 'of my trial.-, ' -1 

■ Thus , it was that I was arrested and kepi in- -custody : foru^^ 
peMoclof two months.' and a half and tried for my life. ' 


SO 

Tke siaiemeHi of Pandit Sarisp Narale Rozdan, 0^ged 58, s;0* 
Pandit Bishan Narain-^Cioth factoiy, near Bandi Malaram 
Hall^ A^nviisart. 







I spoke at the Congress last year and seconded Kitchlew’s invi- : 
■tation. Since then, I have been taking part in most political meetings 
held here, and have actively worked in making necessary arrangements 
for the coming Congress. 

At about ii a. m. on the 10th of April, I left my house with the in- 
tention of ascertaining the truth of the rumour that Drs. Statyapal and 
Kitohlew had been deported. I went to Lala Nand LaFs (Secretary 
'Amritsar Temperance Society) shop and w^as talking with him, when , 
Mietry Ralla Singh came running and told us that the two doctors 
had been deported and all the city shops were being closed, and a big 
' ■v:': /'Crowd was coming in. the direction of Hall Baisar* All of ns rushed dut:' ' 
of tho shop, and in a few moments saw that, there w’'as extraordinary . 
excitement in the Bashar over the mysterious deportation of the doctors. 

I went towards my office in Katra Ahlu Walia and passed small 
■crowds on my way. When I arrived at the Chowk next to the shop of 
..Sirdar Bishan Singh (watch maker) I; saw a big crowd coming, .from 
’the opposite side. I turned my back and walked a ■ fev; paces, when J 
was over taken by the crowd which contained . men ' of : all classes anci 
’■creeds, all bare-headed, crying forth, ®*Mahatma Gandhiki Jai,’* • 

Kitclewki Jai, **Dr. Satyapalki Jai,** aodso on. 

■ I took my stand, on the step-board of Sirdar Bishen Singh’s shop ' 
and watched the crowd. Here Lala Atma Ram, property broker, came 
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A iiiimtef of rrieil in tlie'crowd m|'ne:^toti iiio to fn’ke o!l' 
wMcli I d^L 1 requested thoiso before me to litwp witliifi tlie Law,, {iiifi 
iiofc to tm} iiiw ffxdtiiig or oifsndra words, or takoar^y niiMiriiiBtiiiilioiiJil 
aotiorn They nodded asBeot and coiitinned ilieir pn)gr 0 ss tciwnr'is II ‘ill 
Ciiito, with cries o£ Oaiiflhiki Jai,’* I foSiomaji! tlicru npto 

iie shop o? 'Messrs* Snr BrotherB, (’‘hemisfe. 

I then reiwFred home. 1 did not go out during or adiir the 
ciwtiirlaiiice* I beard reports of liring ia tho lilreciioii of the bridge and 
saw from my iioiise that crowds' were retoTning. I’lioy were very oicited 
and some of tiiem were calling out, ^CVjme brethren ! they have^. kilkd 
innocent rind unharmed brethren of ours,, let ns take Laibis and^. ayenge 
tbemd® Some were seen .with- w^oiinded bodies on oharpajs* ,, Soske ; 
Tiiniiing on with Lathies. ' ’ * , 

After this 5 , 1 saw from the top, of my house dense clouds of smoke iii , 
the direction of Hall Ba gar* dviy servants came in running, with the 
laewsl'tfe^ been'a: 'reckless, hrin^ at, im-amied people near., ■.the.-:';, 

bridge,, and, as a coiisequence, many -were, killed and wreiindecl, and the ' 
people were enraged and had set th© National Bank and other boilclings 
hvoci ---fire* 

■,r',;.;'V,'-;,.VOa .the '28th, on© Obeidullabg 0. I# -D-.' Inspector^ called 
about 8 p» nia and told me that I was wanted by S, Snkha Singh at the 
Public Library for making my statement. I foliow-ed him, accompanied 
by my father. A gani with armed men was waiting in the street. Wc 
were told to get in, which we did, and were driven to the Kotv/ali where 
I v;as told that I was under arrest. My hither was told to go back, which 
he did. 1 was searched and taken to the lock up where I found a 
number of respectable public men woll-knowm to me. I found a. leaking 
chamber pot for all of us in a corner. .The cell we were placed in was 
10ft X 8ft. It had no windows and there was a filthy mat on th© floor, full 
;; :of:;bugs and insects. In this cell, about 18 of us wrere cramped together 
to brood over our fate for the whole night. We had no sleep during 
the night. In the morning, %ve were taken out of the ‘Black Holek hand 
cuffed, and then taken to latrines, where, with hand-cuffs oi\, I with 
others, spent two' minutes in the dirtiest possible closet. We had been 
given no Lotas (drinking vessels) or -water. We were told to wash , 
ourselves at the water pipe in the open,. against all sense of decency and 
hygiene. We had to submit to this and were then ' taken into tlm 
verandah outside the Public Library, . then converted into a Cj. I. D-; 
Investigation 'Hall. We vrere told to squat on the bare floor and had to 
remain there. . 

In the. afternoon, we were taken on foot, well guarded' hy a .posse 
"i vofamed Police through Hall Bazar upto the Jail, near the District 
; Oourts, a distance of about two miles. 
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I had been suffering from ehronic dyspepsia for a whole yeatj and 
lif |ag;hp0h''ilii}fe^%Hd' : ^ 

In «lail I was dakon to the hospital ;Oa the- first day^-I Temained with 
the whole party 'of about 25 or 28 men in om roonn but the iiex:t 
':ihhri!ii^;:wf%0r0vsepai*ated.hy dhe''0rders":0f-.:tha 

We w^ere treated- like ordinary" criminals and were given a- 
wretched piece of old matting and a dirty hlaoket^ and one iron bowL 
We were shut np with the ordinary criminals and enjoyed no privileges,, 
excepting' that wc were given tw^o leaves of blackish - course ■ ■paneake':.-- 
(Chapati)'jiot from a quantity of sand,and a.measiira of Dal, said to 
be of ®MasooFh but without any . trace of m'asoor in it. There -was no oil 
■ or ghee. We had a very small quantity o£ salt, and once a day a dish 
.'irhich w© were told was vegehiblog but which \was not at all like : any: 
vegetable, we had tested in oar lives#. ■ I was given a qiiantity 'of bliiBh :'' 
■milk with half an ounce of black Gur (molasses) to sweeten it and a bowl::'\' 
of dirty rice, as coarse as cotton seeds* 

Oor fellow prisoners told ns that before our ar^ivai they used to 
enjoy an outing three times a day, and were issnaliy more free to walk, 
talk, or bathe, but we were taken', out of the room twice .a ' day;^ 

■.if ;sbbui;'f'/^ 'We were given,, at the outside, 

laioutes t ia the' dirtiest 'and most iosaiiitary latiioes^;'^ 

‘and ‘even there ‘we were strictly forbidden to wash ourselves. The 
iame'iron bowl was to be used for washing purposes at the latrines 
and also for 'drinking 'water or milk* The same bowl was a receptacle 
for "'Dal and Bhaji and the -eame "served as a pillow ' for out ; heads' 'to- 
re;gt,up^on,.dm the night# A half dry, 'half wet bath wm allowed 'us, 
,'^aiid‘::, above, , 'all, the" all ' powerful Jamadar was ,Yery particular' "to-'-- 
aob' ■' in ■ 'a- 'truly'' dembcratie way that we were meted ' out the same''', 
treatment as the other , convicts and 'criminal inhabitants of the JaiL 

I liad to'''keep„roysel£ half starved in order to keep well, 'and had" 
:''further 'to make iise'of mediciQ© occasionally. 

: We made many requests to be allow- ed our , food and beddings ■ 
from home, but every time, our request' met with flat'Tefusal from the-,' 
■,D.arogha, who told us' that he had no. orders to allow any'' othei\ 'food- 
'::':lKaii the ordinary Jail-food,' and that it was a special clemeacythat'-we- 
■-'.■.were ■:given' wheat bread# 

'J® 'of dress " was , allowed during my : inoarceration^'^^'^no^t 

shaving, no nail cutting® It may be a school for tmining for harder “ 

^ lives than most of us led^hutl' was* tinable' ' to understand this attitude 
of harshness towards people who had been -arrested for offence, , tin- ■ 
known to them. Nothing had, been -proved' against us. Oard’aces and 
bodies were dirty. Our clothes, were reduced to , .filthy , rags, infested....: 
-with' lie©' and bugs, ' ' ' ■' "" " ' " 
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After 16 days, 1 was released on bail and was fold that, they had 
ordered uiy release, as they found atter inquiry abs dnbly no charge 

On theCth of Juno, I was finally discharged. Upto this day, I do 
not know why I have been punished in this way. 


lillll 

liili 

illiili 

Jiifiiffif 




Ths siatement of Lala Dewan Chand, age 4 i, son of Lala Ram ; , . 
Dhan, Merchant, Lahore and Amritsar. 



1 ' 
IfsiSS®: 


I fi proprietor o£j and Seiiior partner in the Messr 

, West End H-msOs Lahore, and, Messrs. ;'Rimdhan ' Dewan' /Chan^' 

Tax for the year 1918-iS' 

;!;:M 

shop of a friend, in Katra Ahlnwaliaria Amrit*.: -^ 
satj on the 28th of Aprils 1918. I was appr iai hel by a person ip 
plain clothes, and was asl?ed to aocompany him to my p'aces of business. 
The name of this person I learnt to be Bhagwan Singh, Sergeant of 
Police. Near my j«hop, a Sub inspector of Police w-as waiting for 
who wanted to make a search of my shop premises, without showing a 
warrant of search. He searched all the places and took some mnocu** 
r.'Ons;, books, a, letter addressed to' me by the Commercial Club, 
Amritsar, some forms of membership of the last Provincial Conference 
held at Amritsar, and a copy of the Rowlatt Committee's Report, issued 
by Government, all of which, I' duly signed, in the presence of 
Lala Ra’tan Chand, an Honorary Magistrate of Amritsar, who was 
present at the time of the search. 

I was asked to accompany the police to a carriage, and was made 
.to sit in it surrounded by . I Gurkha and 4 policemen, who had 
loaded rifles with fixed , bayonets, and, thus was I made to go through 
Aifferent parts of the city. -W© .started at 3 o’clock' from the Katra . 
Ahluwalian, and reached thevEotwali at 7 o’clock in the evening. On© 
Mohammadan gentleman was also taken up by the police on the way. 

■At th© Kotwali, the Inspector. of Police ordered 113 to be placed 
’•before Sardar Sukiia Singh,: '..which however was not done, I, wiili 
^om'B 15 other respectable persons, was made to pass the ni^hi in a 
, room' in the police station .(which was, hardly fit to hold more than 4 or 
n>k,,„withaut ,being provided,, with any bedding, etc*. 




'i; -'.On the 29th of April, the next morning, we were made to sit la a 
;:of the Kotwali, with handcuffs on, and at 3 o’clock in the 
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afternoons were marched on foot id rows of two, duly hanrlcnffed, to 
the jail ' through the Hall Bazar. Of the gentlemen who were with me, 
I remember the following : — , ' : ' 

(1) Pandit Sarup JMarain Eozdan. 

Pandit Kotn Mull. fSIf 

Lala iSaraiii Dass Khaana. 

Lala Moti Ram Mehra. 

Swami Anubhavanand. ' > , 

Lala Parma nand, 

Lala Mani Ram, father of Dr, Satyapal. 

I)i\ Bushir. 

Lala Ram Lall. 

i was never told for what offence I had been arrested, and was 
being put to such humiliation and indignities « In the jaih inspite of 
my requests, 1 was not allowed to have food from my own house, I 
was refused better food even on payment of special diet charges 
according to the jail regulations, and was givea the ordinary coarse 
food allowed to prisoners. »Scme people used to be brought in to 
identify the prisoners in the jail. 

I was released on the 5th of June, 1919; without being even told 
the cause of my arrest. 1 was thus deprived of my liberty for a period 
of one month and 6 days without any reason. 


( 2 ) 

(-) 

(4) 

( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 

( 7 ) 

( 8 ) 


01 

The Slaietiteni of Lala Balmukand Dliatia, Valnl, High 
Cou ? and M nn icipal Commissioners A m 1 ih a r. 


I have been practising as a lawyer for the last 19 years. There 
was a general impression at Amritsar that the Goveriinieat did not pay 
any regard to Indiiii opinion in the matter of the Rowktt Bills. There 
%vaB a f)rotest meeting in the Amritsar Bande Mata?am H'41 on the 
23rd of Ma ch, 1919, i attended that meeting. Dr. Satjnpal spoke at 
this meeting and he exhorted the audience not to commit any violence, 
but to bear ever\ thing silently and patiently. The meeting oi March 
2ord was perfectly orderly. Another meeting was held in the Jalliaii* 
wala Hagh on the 29th of March. I was present. This meeting 
too w'as quite orderly. On March 30, I went to the Jallianwala Bagli 
late in the evening. On that day, there was hartal in the city, but the 
da\ passed off quietly and without any disturbance as had eKpeoted. 
People had decided not to observe any hartal on the 6tb, as they 
had alrcadv observed the day on 30th March. I believe the hartal of 
the 6t;h,was quite spontaneous. People observed it,, as it was observed 
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• After 16 days* 1 was released on bail and was fold iliaf** Itiey iia4 
ordered my releasej as they foimd after aljS'.'ltttoly m iilnirgb 


On tbe Cth of JuiiOj I wa^ finally disciiarL^ed. 
'Hot know wliy 1 have been |)unisli.6d'ia' I his ■ way. 


IJpIo tlik day^ I 


clfi 
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The statement of Lala Dewan Cfiands 4.% sou of Lata Mum 
Dhan, Merchant, Lahore and Atmdmr^ 







iffif® Settior partner in the Messri* 

and Messrs. Riindhan Dewan Chand* 
was assessed .for Income Tax for the ■ year 1918-^16 ^ 

the shop of a friend.. in Katra' Ahinwaliaiiis Aairit**'^' 
April, . 1918* .I.was appr..»ai*lie1 by a person ip 
, plain clotli«^s; and. was -asked 'to accompany hiui to iny peaces of -biisiricss.:.:- 
of this person I learnt , to , be Bhagwan Biogh, Sergeant of 
Po'H^^ 'Near my shop, a Sub inspector of Police wim wailing for lai, 
who wanted to make a search of my shop premises, without showing ft 
warrant of search* He searched all the places and took some innooci-^ 
ous books, a letter addressed to"* m© by the Commercial Clabi 
Amritsar, some forms of membership of the last ’Provincial Coriferenc© 
held at Amritsar, and a copy of the Rowlati Committee’s Report, ksiio:! 
by Government., all of which, I' ' duly signed, in the presenoo os: 
Lala Rattan Chand, an ..Honorary liagistrato of Amritsar, who mm 
present at the time of the search. 

I was asked to accompany the police to , a carriage, and made 
,to sit in it surrounded by, I Gurkha, and 4 policemen, who had 
loaded rifles with fixed bayonets, and, thus was I inado to go tlirmigh 
different parts of the city., -We ' started at 3 o’clock from the Kiiim 
_ Ahlnwalian, and reached the .Kotwali at 7 o’clock in the evening* One 
Mohammadan gentleman was also taken' op by the police on the way* 

At the Kotwaii, the Inspeetor. of Police, ordered ns to lie placed 
■ before Sardar Snklia Singh, which howover was not done, T, 

respectaWc . persons, was made to pass the iiiuhi; in « 
room in the police station (which was hardly fit to hold more ikin 4 or 
: with-any bedding, etc. 

On the 29th of April, the next .morning, we were iiiacle to sit in a 
verandah of the .Kotwali, with handcuffs on, and at li cAdock ici the ■ 
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mttarncMifi, wore imrelied on foot ill rows of iwo^ dniy !iaii«fciiffe(l, to 
tiio jail iliroiigli tlte Hall Bajsar* , Of llio goiitleiiicsii wljo woro v^illi irie, 
I rcanoiiiber the following , 

(i) IWlit Sariip Ilcmkn* ■'- 

(2} Biiidil Kotn M.u!i 

(:■') Jiila Narain Daa.^i Khaoua. ' . 

(4) La!a Moti Ham Moiiiau 

(5) S wami 4 n a bbavaua ud* 

((>) liJila Parma nand, 

(7) Lala Maid Ham, Sither of J)r. Batjapal, 

■ ( 8) ■ Dr* Busliir. 

(II) Lala Ram Lall. 

.i was never told ?.ot what ofFenco I had been arrested^ and was 
hcjiiig pat to such hrim!li;ition and indignities^ In iho jaib inspito of 
ray rcqtif^sD, 1 was iwt allowed to have food from my own honso^ J 
miiB rofeed better food even on pajiiicjnt of special fliot charges 
.according to the Jail reg-ulaiion?), and was given the ordinary coarso 
food allcnved to prisoners. Bome people used to bo brought in tO'' 
identify the |)rkonc*rs in tlie jail. 

I was released on the 5th of JaiiOj 19 IP, without being ereti told 
tho cause of ray arrest. 1 was thns dcprivctl of ray liberty for a period 
.'.of one and d days without, any reason. 


01 

The Slakmcni of Lala Balmukaiid Dliatia, Vakil, High 
Comt, and Municipal Commissioner, Amf ihar* 


I havo been practising as a lawyer for the last 19 years. ThetC' 
was a general impression at Amritsar that the Governraeiit did not pay 
any regard to Indira opinion in the matter of the Rowlatt Bills. There 
was a firotest meeting ir5 the Amritsar Bande Mata? am 11-41 on the 
2drd of Bhr cig 1919. 1 attended that meeting, Dr. Satyapal spoke at 

this meeting and he exhorted the andieirao not to commit any violence*, 
tint to bear even thing silently and patieiitly. The meeting oi March 
2ord was perfectly orderly. Another meeting was hold in the Jatiiari* 
wala Hagh on the 29th of March. I was present. This iiieeii^ 
'too, .was quite orderly. On March 30* I went to the Jallianwala Baglr 
late in the evening. On that day, there was Imrial in the city, but the 
rla\ passed off i|rae4y and without any disturbance as had eFpeciecl. 
.People had d-'cided not to observes any hartal on the 6th,- as they 
. had already' observed the day on 30th March. I believe the hartal of 
; the 6tli was ^qnite spontaneom , People observed it, as ‘ it was observed 
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all over ludia* On April lOtb, %\m city wm t|wict iii tlio 
I went to court as iisaal wbercj at alioafc J2 iioiiiij wo IioarJ, tfifit !)n 
Siityapal and Dr* Kitclilew liad been ficporic-ij, txml lliai in 
o! tlieif deportation there was a Imrttd in the city. \W ut-ii Icnnl Ibai 
a hirgo iiiriiher of people wwe going owt of the iiail 
the Hallway Bridge, bareJieaded, with a view it) petlti')ii 
Commissioner for the release of Dr. Saiyapal and Di\ Kilith!* .in I 
that they had been fired npon near the liaihviy . rtni, 

a few pleaders and barristers went towards the hihlgo^ i;i ocb'i t,<.» 1 m‘1|i 
the anthorities ill moving the crowd back to ilu> city. £ renidfiol lu 
the court till d p. m. I heard of more firing} ch* more Idllfl and 
woimcled, and of the burning of biiildiogs aiitl tlm murders of 
Enropeaos, ] looked for Lala Diini Chamh IL A.^ and was still lookiiig'h .. 
for him when I reached the Health OfSoer^s bimglow, , .i 

found llIessTS. Yaseen, Abdul Majid, Qnreshi and Dniii Claud, Aid A* 
Sardar .Lachman Singh ■ had accompanied me from coiiri Wo all 
stayed there till 6 p. m. * Then I went home* In the evening tif April 
llthj I went to Lala Dnni Chand, M. AAs place. I ,siw a. Jargit 
crowd standing ill the street in front of Dr. B.'isliir’s hoiiee^ whom 
.respectable persons of the city had .met» with a %do\v to bring alimu, 
■termination cf hartal, I reaiaioed all the time in mj hoiiso on April 
12 and 13. 1 never heard : any proclariiation alxmt Marlhi Jaw, i/or 
about the prohibition of meetings, nor ■ did 1 see iinj humbb fl 
contain dig any such proclamation. ..After.5p..m. ,mi April 13, I saw' 
many dead and wounded being carried away from the JalliumvaiaBagi}* 
That is the first intimation I had of the meeting luid (;f the fir.bjg tliuro. 
Three Sikh villagers who got wounded stopped in tke 
in front of my place. 

On April 14th, we were given a hand-bill about tlie prulii'dlioi! nf 

meetings, but i do not remember its contents. 

After two o’clock in ■ the ' noon, on^ Ajuil 14^ we wcirt. to tlv* 
Library, under the General's- order, where we first saw that lianibbilL 
.First arrived the Commissioner and then about 5 p. iilj the Cef'Mul 
came. Both of these, gentlemen addressed', us.' .They sec-iiied t; la 
angry. They told' us that -the people of the city were responsi hie for 
^^erythiog. Many of us went to the^ city to terminate the htribd* 

. '....We met with no O'pposition. Accordingij, all the shops wore opoiu? I 
and business resumed on the 15th of Apriij and there was peace arid, 
order all over the ciky-, .After the, evening of the lOl'h, 
were perfeoilj orderly, and made no.atiaok on person or propeity, 

On the 22nrl April, 19i95 the courts opened for ilie first tiriio. 
We went to the court. In the evening, ,we received a “ ParwauaA^ 
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rocfiirifig ever}' pioader a,ml hurrwiar to iiieefe “ (i orient! fcjMliilj in 
'Jliiiii Bagli at; ten () clock on the 23 ril April, J,i)li). l]oiwof|iitnitl)9 wti 
o'bayeii tlici orders hy prosantiii^::; otirselveB^ ‘W& were Btaml 

in a lino* Tlireo of 1.1s were asked to eonio ft>rwariL Ubi loc^oifed 
ordom to the elfect tliat wo \rer0 eiiroilod ii.s speai:il otni»talilefi# 
Ifc was orJeroil tint a schoiuo sliotild !>a prepiircfi iit once for oucii 
ward rogiiding our work* The aoiiamo was hoing pn?|i-ire;i hy H, JL 
(lopuJ Dass in coiisnltation with other gentlemen sitting on the 
gminvl at Ilam Bagh, and it was then that wo were called upon io 
witne.'V] two eitkoiis being flogged after being tied to the flogging 
pent. We were speciallv ordered to Bee this scone. In the evening, 
al! the menibors of the Bar wore rnade to stand in a lino. IFe wore 
counted, and oar ruli was called, tuid each one was given his iiiiiriber. 
liieiil'.eiiant Newman *was put in clrargo vreer as-. (Itie geutleinaii was 
threatoned with, kicking* From the iiext day, we were ordered to gx» 
ihcu'C thrice a day, at 9 a. m , then ut i |c m. and again at 5 p„ m-, and 
to piiiml the city for the nist of the day. in other words^ vra 
liau fo keef) ourselves in attendanee the whole either in tiie 
garden or in. the city, Wo were conshinily reininded th’jt we wero 
mere constables, and the punishment for any tioglcad; waf^ not 
only flogging or imprisonment, but also death, Wo were made to do 
tho work 01; coolies by being ordered to carry tables a.rid chairs in tlie 
presenee of many people who held us in respect, altlioug'h there ' were 
or"!erik;s an-l other servants enough for such work. 

On the fifth or sixth day, we were made to stanri in a lime and to 
diilL We were particularly taught how to salam. It had come to my 
knowledge then that we were phoiographed in tint situation. Some of iis 
were old gentlemeo from bO to 75 years of ago. Lieutenant Newman 
was eventually succeeded by Captain Bostance, who treated us better* 
We were discharged on 12th May, 1919, 

The city was quiet and there was 110 necessity to make us special 
constables. The idea was to punish us, as wo ware members of the Bar* 


■ 92 

The siakmmi of Lain Sarab Dayal, B0 A^, Vakil High 
Courts Honorary Secretary, Bar AssoemtioUs 
Amvii$m% Age 44 -years. 


On the 10th of April, 1 was appearing in a case before Sardiir Snodar 
Singh, Earn Garhiya, Honorary Magistrate, who was then lioldiiig his 
court in the Town Hali Building, At about IS-dO p, m., I noticed that' 
people w^ere passing through -the porch in the Town Hall in large crowds,, ' 



144 


Aiiirltsar~'^Ot 92 coukl* 


GhaiidMki Jai^* **Satya|Kil Kilchlowki »Iar\ Ura- 
dtttily tlie noise in the himt increased and I sent «iy intinshi in eiifjtiiro 
what was the matter* " He' hmught mo tho nows that lirs Hufysipal nni 
KitcWow had been deported and tho people I'lal ihdr 

Shortly after that, one or two nien, who sooBied to he mI' ilio 

Sardar Saliili, came and informed Mm in my presenof^ thur iJif^ 
had been fired at near the xiUehisou Fark^ amt l!rd: imw} of tiiiiii 
‘been killed. The magktnte, thereiipoiij luljoiirnf!*! t1i(j e/ne} eh^su! 
his court* I saw some police constables, with riilcfS on tlicdr HhunUer^. 
towards tho back of the rooms ia which ilio Barilar was hcdfiiiig lii« 
cmirt. When 1 came outside the court, I saw peopfo coiniag in lurgti 

... numbers, from different directions. I wautcd to. go in iny,tci,i.i,ga,,..t,ii ,ilie 

District Oonrt, and in order to avoid the crowd I sent my tonga In tli» 
Mahaosingh gate and followed it on foot, I could see the Nufional 
Bank of India Limited, from near the Town Hal!, and at tdiaf; time it 
was not set on fire. When I reached the Zanana Mission il ospifriJ i g/'d 
into my tonga, and proceeded to the Small Oansa Ooort.ao',! froiii flere ta 
the District Court, through the Ram Bagh garden. 1 had not gone for 
when I saw Lala Dnni Chand Kagpal, pleader, coming from ilie 
direction, and he informed me that the courts had been close h I ^ arneil 
and followed Lala Dani Ohaiid H^agpal tow^ards the oify. dt fliis 
a man was coming from the city side and he told us that Ilio Mufioisa! 
Bank of India had been set on fire, 1 went towards the Ilutn Oagli 
gate, and thence, along the police lines, I went to my hourfj. Witllo I 
was crossing the Hall Bazar, I saw the Naitooal Bank ot liiflia cm fire. 
At this time, I did not see any crowd there, and the chy i verv 

desolate. Shortly after, I arrived at. my house whhh is near die Hull 
’Bazar. I saw two or three vronded persons being carried on 
From that time I never left my house till 11 a. m, on the 
when I went to see the buildings whi ‘h had been burnt down After 
seeing the plac-e, I returned home. At about midday, I iioticied fn.>m tlm 
ijalcony of my house a bamboo cart some distance away in the mfiiJi 
Hall Baz^ir. One or two men in this cart were announcing somt'iljiiig, 
hut I could not hear what they said. Subsequently, I iearnt '(wnn a 
friend, who was present there, that Matria! Law had been pfoeiaimsd. 

I did not stir out from my house again that day. Jn thu evcni?ig, I 
heard of the firing at Jallianwala Bagb. 

The courts w^ere closed from lltii April to 22ad April During tliD 
time all the people were panic stricken. ladiscrimiiiate aiTe»t .4 wareinudii 
and no man considered himself safe. Every moment of fresh 
arrests was brought. 

On the day the courts were opened after the tlistiirbaiices, a iiotice» 
probably under the signature of the Tahsildar, mas drcrilutod that the 
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waiitiid to sco all legal pnictitioners tlie next day at. iilite a, in* 
ill tlifi Ram Ijagli finrileu* Nearly a !i tliaJawyow afteinled llio newt 
inoFiiirig. Hoiiii aRor oiirarrmilj it began to ilizjiloi and \v« bad Ui 
take Blieiler luuler tlio trees* Wo bud tlien to go before tins Oenenil, aivl 
be addresiifyl tbe iriembers of the Bar in Urdu, The Oouera! stood "on 
the steps outside his .rooiUj and the members of the Bar were kopi: aland* 
ing ill the opori. The tone and language in ^vbich ho addrossoi! us wore 
¥ery icsnlting; 'He appointed all the membors of the Bur at Ainritear 
s|)Ocial consiiibies, and ordered Ilai Bahadur l/ilu (Topiil .l>as> .bala Diiiii 
Cliarifb .aL A., uiid Lala Todar Mai to prepare a scheme for distri- 
bution of -work uiiioDg tlio special constables. When tlio sclieine 
was being j;n’cp»arGdj all the members of iho Bar were ordered to witness 
a scoiKi ‘wliich I cajiiioi forget for tho whole of my life, I saw a man 
ticM to fi iufuigh} ; iiis back was naked on botli sides ; troops 


were shrndimi: with rifles mrl 


Colonel Bniilly tlio Civil 


Borgeoro; was also siunding ciose-by. The Eirm, tieil to iliD iikiikk was 
ihen given a very severe flogging witli a caiio* It v/us a most? 
brutal act, and I corikl not bear the sight of it. After lie was ioggod, 
a second mail was brought tiieroj and propamtions were maile to ioflief, 
similar piinBlimont on him, I could not bear tho sight any longer, 
and moved away to a little disiincej from where I could not actually 
see the secjond hogging, but 1 could still hear the piteous orioa of tho 
,:poor inriii,?. ■ 

All oHicor, whose oame wus Lieutenant Mcnviiitm, was placed in 
charge of the special constables. Our treatment by this officer was 
grossly improi'iei* tmd insulting. He abused us and called us offensive 
names. We had to a tteod parade three times daily, once at 10 a,, on, 
then at 1 p, rm, and then again at 5 p, m. Subsequentljs the roll calf 
was held twice a day» On the second or third day^ I was appointed 
Secretary and Assistant to tho Assistant Provost MarsliaL Tlie special 
coiisr-aldos vrors daily roads to fetch and carry ftniiitnro. They were 
imdo to drilb and reiiiaio outside in the niiPiay Biiin x\go or wtuikiioss 
was 110 IxlaAKanhyalaL who is 75 years of age, and is the 

seiiiormost I'vactitioDor in the Pitiijab. had to work in coiiuiiOii wii.L, 
othevo Pandit ilooiraj.. BarristeiHit-Law, and an old and respccictl 
member oi the Bar„ fell dovai on his way to the parade on aoeuiint of 
weak'!ie;^s, The rules w'ere strictly enforced. On the 21 tk of April, was 
the A>5/n (ol\-cy_rial) ceremony of nw brother who had died on the 
14tili cf April. I specially requested the Assistant Provost JInrtial to 
exempt me from parade for tho evening of that day only, but rriy 
m|uest \vas flatly rofuseci, and lyni^thus prevented fimi discharging 
the religious duties wMoh I owed to my dead brotheiv^ lieiitemnt 
W ■ k- 1',;. .k 
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Newman was transferred from Amritsar, and we wi re then put Minh-r 
the charge of Captain Postance who, nnlike h»s predecessor, treated 1 ? 
humanely and coorteously. 

Wo remained special constables from the 2dr l of April id ihe 12 ii 
of May, 1919. After that, one or two meiuhers wore Kdhjiiifii from c d ^ 
ward, and were ordered to make daily reports. Duriug (iui iHiriod v, • 
were special constables, we were not allosved to carry on our profe«i'di s 
work. 

The object in making us special constables, appearot! to be ssinpl} 
to humiliate and harass us, and put ns to indignity. Uur aervioes were 
not really required for the restoration or the presemtion teJl jimd 
order. The police force in Amritsar, which Was some hundreds stJ 
was ample for the pnrpose, and in foot, we were not asked to do any 
work of importance which the police could not have done. Besides, 
the city was , eifectly quiet in those days, and the civil courts were 
sitting. 

The dieturbances in Amritsar were due to the mis-handling of tljn 
situation by the authorities, and could have been avoided by tact ar. i 
c ourage on the part of the local officials. There was no conspiracy, 
organised, or otherw’ise, against the Government. 
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The statement of Lala Duni Chand, M. Vakil High 
Amritsar^ age 50 yeMTS* 


a lid of f!.*; 

„ 40m-' 


I am a member of tbe District Congress Uomriiitfieej 
Executive Committee of the Keception Committee of iiie- 
National Congress. 

Before the 10th of April, the possibility of any disorder in Amrii-'w rj 
was not even contemplated by the public. 

The District Congress Committee was Carrying on constitiitioiial , 
and orderly propaganda work ; especially in view of the that 
Congress would he held here. When Mahatma Gandhi started bis 
■Satyagraha movement, some people in Amritsar expressed tliemselveH in 
favour of it, but many wwe not prepared to be identified with it» It. 
was made clear that the Congress Committee^ or the lloception 
Committee as such, had no connection with the Satyagraha moveineiu-* 
A public meeting against the Rowlatt Act was held on the 2 fird Marc';li^ 
and at this meeting, Dr. Satyapal pointed this out very clearly in liis 
speech. I was present at this meeting. The proceedings werc3 perfectly ^ 
■ orderly, and the speakers confined themselves to oxplairiiag tlio Iru** 
spirit of Satyagraha, as propounded by Mahatma Ouiidlii'^ ¥ioh:‘iK;0 
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■mgaiiisfc wnsMtated aritliority was atprassly dapreaafced an I ftfiadoiii’iei. 
The ainlieiic© were told to be prepatacl for iafferiiig, liiifc tlioro wa.^ 
■Botliiiig in the language nsed, which in mj waj oacanra,gQi sediticMi or 
fioleiico. T!i 0 Satjagraha vow was nofc taken by tmy one at* this 
Baeeting. 

Bunday, the 30th of March, was observed as a day ol: liiimiliatioii aivi 
sorrow, as a protest against the passing of the llowktfe Act. People 
lasted and closed their shops, A pablic mooting was held ai the 
Jallianwala Bagh, bnt nothing untoward pappened on tins day* After 
this dajs there w;is no intention of observing any ofclier day as a day 
of hn-iiiiiatioii, although it was known that Mahatma Graiidhi had lixei 
the titli of April for this purpose. It was felt that Amritsar nee I not 
have anot’ier demonstration of this kind, as it had already observed it 
4^n the 30ih of March. But the people spoataneously decided to observe 
the l5th of April. Thera was a general llarkd^ and the day^ passed ofl* 

Then followed the Ram Naumi festival on the 9t!i of ApriL The 
special feature of this celebration was the fraternisation of the Hindus 
and the Moslems, and the cordial manner in which the two communities 
co-operated to m%m the festival a success. Young Mohanmxdaas 
formed themselves into a body of volunteers to help thoir Hindu sisters 
in passing safely through the crowded streets on tint day* Only a fow 
days before this, the authorities had taken the unwise step of gagging 
Hrs Satyapal and Kitchlew and others tinder the Ilefence of India 
Act. This act of the authorities resulted in turning these men into 
heroes, and they were actually shown the respect due to heroes on the 
]^m Naumi day. The festival was observed with great enthusiasms^ 
and was witnessed by the Deputy Commissioner. 

The next day, Drs. Satyapal and KitcMew -were arrested and 
deported. Nothing unusual occurred on the morning of the lOfcl 
of April* Every one went about his work as usual, and business wa.s 
earned on as in normal times* This normal condition of the city wus 
rudely interrupted by this sulden and unwise action of the authorities. 
The news spread like wild fire, and I came to know of it while I was 
engaged in the District Court. I fully believe that this action of tlie 
authorities precipkated the events that followed. I also believe 
what followed could have been prevented, if ordinary tact had been 
used, and the responsible people in the city taken into ccmfidoace. The 
other alternative, prompt action to save European lives and public 
buildings, would also have been successful, and there wm culpable 
negligence in this rsspaet also. I hold the authorities responsible for 
the unnecessary loss of Indian and-luropean lives oa that day* 
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3$m after liesriiig.'of the deporlatioii oE Ora. .Siiljiipal Mi'i4 i 
■ Kitelilew^ I karnt at the Kutehery that there wa» a Ikrtui in the eil), 
ami that people had teem fired ai It %vis suggested in the Iht fumn 
that some pleacletB slioidd'go, to the eiiy to help tlio uiitJii.intiiM and i-. 
c|ii!at the distarbaoces Jf a It was also siiggesroil iliut tlin !i«|iiif\ 
ComixiissioncT’s perimfeioB sliotild be taken before wo wont. ^ Hi of^jiiirv, 
wo learnt lluit the Depniy Commissioner was not- in oonrr. Mr. M:M|fni1 
Mahinmlilien came and told ns that tho Dopnty i ‘xnniuU^uini^' Irid 
asked ns to go to the oily and to try to disperse the j)eopk^,,^ 

Lala Todar Mai, Bar-at-La\T, 'Mr* Bihar i liab 
Lala Kesho Bam, Mr. Maqbul Mahmtid, another gentleman aini 
then motored towards the city. Before this, Mr. Abdul: 

QnresM pleader, Mr. Gnrdial Singh Salaria, ,Ba:r-atoLaw, am! 
another gentleman had already left in a tonga* life ftmexl tii' 

Deputy Commissioner, who was on horse back, near the octroi piJHi, 
and he told ns to try to disperse the people* We found soldiers 
and police near Madank shop. We stopped the car ami were 
surrounded by some city people, who were bare-lieadccL The) 
complained to ns that some of their men had been idliecl, uiiil wn 
tried to pacify them* I attempted to go np to the Foot Bridge, bin 
Mr. Plomer told me that people had entered the liailway Btaiioii 
and asked ns to go there. I got into the motor car again with Mr. 

Tear Ma], Khwaja Ghnlam Yasin, Mr. Ahdnl Majid tlnreshi, 

Mr. Macjbnl Mahmud and Lala Kesho Ram and proceeded io the 
station. On arriyal there, we found that a large crowd had eiiteterl '4 
the Railway yard and we ran towards them* Kbwajti Giruhi uj. th 


Yasin, Mr. QmreshI, and I went on one side and Mra Toikr 
and the others went io the other* People had laiMs (sticks) 
in their hands and w^ere damaging the Railway material 1 
not know the name of any of these men. , They looked like low 
class people. We begged^oi them to leaye the station. a:iu, will 
a view to draw them away, told them that a meeting would l^c beli 
in the AitcMson Park (Goi Bagh). The crowd left the ;H4Uioii, 
and proceeded to the park and sat clown on the grass around ti,s« 
,W^ tiiecl te make them understand the position, but they Sir^pecteil 
ns, and thought that we were siding with the Deputy CjoiiiiirifiaioiiiM'* 
After much entreaty, they came with ns to the Telegraph 
as we had told them that arrangements would bo made to get iiiutk 
the dead bodies. We then told them to go to the Jaliiuiiwahi 
Biigli* On this occasion, Mr, Manak]!, Mi% Jamshed iUistuirijl an ■ 
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Mahashai Ilakii Chanel helped as"in,pursGaciiiig the ertiwei A 
Moliamiiiadan wrestler also helped ns* ■ : 

. At this Juncture, some oi the peopla said to us tint ilie British 
•soldiers, who had taken possession of the Fool Bridge, slicjiild rctlrn 
as they were not there Before. On this, we appxroached :\li\ Plomer 
and the Deputy Ooinmissioiier, and the soldiers were put back a 
few paces* The people ‘were then procceeding towards the 
Jallianwala Bagh, %vheii one shot was heard from the side of the 
Telegraph Oflicc or the Hall Cate, and the people began to shout 
and abuse us. Their suspicions against us increased, and they 
•cliargecl us with getting them fired at by inducing them to retire* , 
At this point, xv(‘. thought that we were unable to persuade the 
people* Mr. Yasin, Mr. Abdul M’ajid and 1 left the crowd, went 
o?er ike bridge and spoke to Mr. Plomer. We said that we had 
succeeded in iiicliicing the people to leave, and when they were 
going away a shot was beard, which enraged liiem, and that they 
were beyond our control, especially as they were suspecting us* 
We told Mm what the people were saying about us. We then 
left the place. After a little while, w’-e heard firing again. 

The Health Officer, Dr; Eoz-daii, met us on the way. We 
went to Ills house and reiiiaiEed there till fi p* m., when \xq returned 
to the city. Mr. 3Ianakji also came to the Blealth OiHeer*s house, 
and also Lala Bal Miikuiid and Mr. Laehman Bingh, who had come 
from the court to look for me. On our way to the city, we met 
the Deputy Comiiiissioner near Madan’s shop, and Mr. Seymour 
'onAhe bridge. Inside the Hall Q-ate, we found the Mission Church 
on fire. The JIall Bazar appeared to be desolate at rhe time. I 
then went to my house. 

On the lltli of April at 8 a. m., I came to know ilmt the 
Deputy Commissioner had ordered that there should not be more 
tlmri 8 persons with a liier, and that Lala Todar Mai and Mr. Yasin 
had gone lo the mosque of Sheikh Khair Din with this order. I 
also went towards the mosMiie and informed the people of thin 
order, but they were not prepared to take out the bier with only 
8 persons. They suspected our bona fidas, and I, ‘i hereupon, 
returned to my house. 

' My house is Just opposite Dr* Bashir's liouso. On the 
eveniBg of the 11th of April, I saw Lala Dholaii Das, Honorary 
Magistrate, Mr. Todar Mai, L. Kesho Earn and others entering 
Dr. Bashir’s house. Thinking that there was going to be a meeting' 
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tiiiw to end the 1 followed them* Thete I ktmt that L* 

Dhokii Das lad tfkd to tmoge a meeting at Mr* Todar llifs 
hoase, but on account of the absiBce of Dr* Bashir there^ they ltd 
come to Dr. Bashir’s homse to hold the meeting* 1 hate rawoiw'' 
to heMe?e that Lala Dholan Das was acting at the instance of the 
authorities. In the course of the meetingt I gathered tlnil Lala 
Dhokii Das had seen some officials before eomhig io the 
A large crowd collected in Dr. Bashir^s house and otiiside it# Of 
the people present, most were opposed to the opening of shops. It 
was also suggested at this meeting that the people should guard 
their mohallas, as the police were not doing their work in the cityw'''k, 

It was further suggested that a committee should he 
make the necessary arrangements, bnt, as there was a difference of 
opinion as to the members who should form this committees the ; 
suggestion fell through. 

The city, although quiet, ' was ^ entirely neglected by the 
authorities on the 12 th of April. 

On the 13th, I was present- almost the whole day in my office ; 
in Chowk Farid. No proclamation of Martial Law, nor aBnoonce* 
ment prohibiting meetings was made in that quarter. It was a 
shock to me to see in the' eyening dead bodies and wounded per* 
sons being brought from the Jallianwala Bagh. 

On the 14th of April, a meeting of local leaders was called at 
the Police Station. T attended it. The Commissioner, Mr. Kitchin, 
General Dyer, and Mr. Miles Irving, the Deputy Commissioner^, 
were present. They addressed the gathering. In doing so, they 
used threatening and insulting language, and said that if the shops 
were not opened they would have them opened. The audience 
had to put up with this without a murmur, and some Honorary 
- Magistrates and Municipal ' Commissioners undertook to go into- 
the city and ask the people to open their shops. 

The courts were closed till the .22nd of April. On that day, all- 
the lawyers received a notice from the General, asking them to 
attend on him the next day. We presented ourselves at the Earn 
Bagh and were enrolled as special constables. Two persons were 
publicly flogged on that day in the flam Bag, and all of us were 
specially ordered io witness, this. . The flogging w*as brutal and 
inhuman, and the sight was absolutely sickening. I do m% know 
what the object was in making us witness this flogging. Probably,, 
the idea was to impress on us that we would receive the same 
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treatment if we did not behave properly. This was a great hisalt 
and a grievous wrong to a commanity consisting of vakils, barris- 
ters, nmnioipal commissioners, title holders, and leaders of vnrioos 
coniDiTinities — all men of position, intellect and influence. 

We were all placed under the command of a second lieatoaaat, 
named Newman. It is impossible to conceive of a man inoro 
callons to all feelings of hnmanity and conrtesy. He went out of 
his way and insnlted eaeh and everyone of ns, and his language 
and treatment were shocking. Time after time, we were threatened 
with whipping and even death by being shot. Some fell down from 
the lines from sheer exhaustion, and no one was allowed to show 
sympathy or. render any help to them. The heat at that time was 
very sevei'e, and it can better be imagined than described, what 
discomforts we had to suffer in having to patrol the city the 
W'hole day, in reporting ourselves atRamBagh, at first three times, 
and then twice a day, and in putting up Martial Law notices like. 
cooIie.s, being held responsible for any damage done to them. We 
were not given any scat, but were made to stand or squat on the 
ground for hours in the sun. On one occasion, we were drilled, 
but the chief point in this drill was to teach as how to salaam, 
I may mention that men over 60 to 70 years of age were not 
exempted from these duties. 

I say that the order appointing us special constables was 
absolutely unnecessary, and 1 believe it was illegal. The city was 
quiet in those days. The police force and the military were quite 
sufficient for any necessary work. The Bar generally had taken 
up its stand against the Bowl att Act, and I cannot help believing 
that this order was intended as a punishment to the members of 
the Bar. 
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Hie Statement of Pandit Rajendra Misra, B. A., L L. B., 
VaMljIligh Court, Amritsar. 


The passing of the Rowlatt Act, against the unanimous and 
universal protest of the country, was a great shock to the people, 
and it made it clear to them that the Government had not the 
slightest respect for the people’s wishes, or the opinion of their re- 
presentatives. lileetings were organised all through India, and the 
Rowlatt Act was disetissed and criticised by the leaders of all 
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0f opinion* la Amritiat.alaoj meeiings were licit! ag«iit$r 
tlie Aci* lira* lOtclikw . and Satjapal !mcl Imtoine vinw poptilttr 
hi Amvlmiv by tiiking a leading part in thewe iiicclhig^s :iini by 
llicir active interest in t!ie eanse of tlie piiblie, - I imt of 

tlic, meetings, in which the people were advised hr dir Icudrrd lo 
abstain from riolcime^and to reson to ecmstiiiiiioim! 
the Ihh of A|'ii:ilj I9iy, the people eelcbnUed die Ham Matimi fes- 
tival With great ciitlmsiasm, and on that day it was fell dial mic 
of the cherished objects o£ the Indian Maiioiial CongrttSK, ri:., l.!ic 
unity o£ the Hiadns and Mohammadaas had been atiaintaL 

Qn the ..10 ill of April, 1919, wdiile wc; were in the 

' '"mews reached there that Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal had H- 
ported (nobody knew where), -that the city was in Hartah and that 
the military had gone towards the city. On this, it was dioiiglit 
advisable that some members o! the Bar should go 10 the city and 
help the Government by allaying the excitement c-aiiscd by dm 
.presence o£ the military and the firing upon the people* Imla 
Dnni Ghand, M. A*, Mr. Todar Mai, Lala Kesho Paxm and sonic 
•others started in a motor car with the permission or the Deputy 
Commissioner, while I, with Pandits Guru Prasad Tiiid Ghet Rum, 
followed in my tonga. When we reached the foot o£ the carriage 
bridge on the city side, we fonnd that the people were coming out 
of the Hall Gate, and going towards the foot-bridge. We tried to 
stop the people. Some of them listened and returned back, while 
others proceeded onwards. Pandit Gnrn Prasiid iold rmt *.haf J 
should go'to. the foot-bridge,' where a very great ciowd hni.dgad.ie,ii:m 
and could be seen from there. I, accordingly, went towards the 
foot bridge, where I found, the bridge v/as coinple elj blocked by t he 
crowd. I somehow made my way through the crowd and went to 
the other side of the bridge, where I found the soldiers aini ihe 
•officers at the foot of the steps. Lala Knndan Lai, Magisfrale, 
■and Mr. Seymour were also there. Lala Kiindan Lai asked ine 
to take the people ^ back. I told Lala KiiiiJaii Lai and 
Mr, Seymour that I would try, provided they kept cooL 
Mr. Seymour then said that he - was very calm a,ntl 
cool, that no firing would be resorted to, and that J slioiild 
persuade the people to go back. I ' may here mention, ihui tbo 
first firing at the carriage bridge had already lakeii place before 
our arrival. On my persuation ' and that of an old Parsi and. 
other gentlemen, the people cleared the bridge, and descended by the 
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stops towai'ils thft city side. Whea the bridge had been ilini i-ienred, 
ihe miiitiiry from the other side ascended the step.s and tool. iIh; 
most advani.agcons imsitiou in ihe middle of ,tli 8 itridge. The 
people became aospicioos and told me that I was heiraylng lui'ii!. 
and that as they were retreating, the soldiers were »'lvan( iii,c, 'ij« 
wards the city. On enquiry, the military told me ilmt tlmy Isad 
orders to ocenpy ihe bridge at any cost, and it was forfinaie that 
this had boon done wiihoni any I0.SS of life. I e.K}>lainod ihi.s to 
the people and asked them to return. At last, we suggested that they 
should meet in the Jnlliamvala Bagh, on which tho people began 11? 
return to tlse city by ihe j[J.oil Gate. At this time, I saw a great, 
crowd coining tin; side of the Hathi Gate, .nnii T went away 
in that direction 10 preyent them from proei,!ed!ng towards 
bricl;;Ci I fouii^ that H. G-iinlia! Salaria was ulrenriy il'ien* 

on liorsihiaekj irjhigio persuade the people* We siiceecMlctl hi 
making oi! i.'iie people turn back, When, with i-he m’tnvd, I 
■reiiclieci the Jkiji .Xtiih School Boarding House, shots were heard, 
on the llai! Gate side. I had no idea at the liirie v.liat it 
was dfic to, and how many had been killed by the sliuis ilmi 
we liud heard. Upon iJiis, the people got very exeiteil, and, finding 
that my presence was useless, I went home* From iluit liriie, I 
kept mostly to iny ofllce and house. From the lOtli to the l.lili of 
ApriU ihe city wtis eiitircfly unprotected by ihc polices and the 
people liad to make their own arrangements for guarding it, 

On ihe 13tli of April, I was ai my ofSee when some ofiny friends 
oaMe to me and asked me to go to' the keinre in the Jallhuiwala 
Garden, where I was toid Lala Kanhya Lai vfas to prcsirle uric! Lalu 
Dniii Chanel, 1\L A., was to address the meeting. On tiui: day, ! 
had been in my office from 8 in the morniiig, and I had heard riu 
proclamation or notice that Martial Law had been enforcjeih and 
that meetings had been prohibited. Accordingly, I, wiili my 
friends, started to go to the Bagh. When we reaeJitnl near ilic 
Town Halh sav? the military with 2 cars, on the top o! one oi' 
which tfhere was a machine gun, coming towards ilie Town llalK 
We stopped there to see where they were going. The soltliers slop-- 
ped there to see wdicr© we w-cre going. The soldiers stofipecl for 
about a minute near the Town Hall Post Office, and ilien proecciL 
ed towards the place of the meeting. We fell back and followed 
them at a little distance* 

, ' When we reached the Krisliaa Market stopped, ^ .while the' 
soldiers proceeded onwards* Hardly Stc ininntes Jmd, elapsed, 
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when we beard tbe soEEd of volleys beifig ireiL Tbe bazar peo- 
ple began to ran in different directions. Wc also went away to- 
wards tbe, Kaka, and' saw/a^ boy ranniag all coterecl with blood . 
We then saw Wasn Mall Bazaz { a piece-goods !nercbani)t being 
carried away on a '(cot). ■ We enqnired of the bearers liow 

many bad been killed, on which they replied, I 

reached my office shortly after, and heard that about 2,0llfj iiud 
been killed and wounded. From that day onwards, there was 
nothing but terror in the city, and arrests were being made daily* 
The people were awe-stricken and did not venture out* Tfie city 
seemed to be all desolate and deserted. 

On the 22nd, the courts having opend, we went to ite 
where a patwana (order) was shown to us that the CSenerai wtiil 
to see ns at 9 a. m., the next day*' We went to the Bam Bagli, 
long before the appointed time the next day. It began to rain 
there, and the pleaders and barristers had to take shelter, as best 
as they could, under the trees. We were then taken before the 
General, who made us all special constables, and ordered us to 
prepare a scheme to distribute the constables in the different wards* 
While this was being done, two men were brought there for flogging, 
All the members of the Bar were then made to witness that most 
brutal and inhuman punishment The scheme being prepared, we 
were numbered and ordered to attend thrice daily, and to 
patrol the city* We were placed in charge of Lieutenant New- 
man, who abused and insulted us as often as he got the chance*^ 
We were reminded, again and again, that we were mere constables, 
that we would be flogged and even shot down for any neglect of 
duty* We felt, as if we had committed a serious offence in being 
educated, and in joining the legal profession. At last, on the l*2th 
of May, we were relieved of our duties. We could not attend 
courts and do our business during all this time, and, although the 
pleaders had done nothing and had rather helped the authorities, 
they were all, without exception, punished by being enrolled as 
special constables, and being insulted and ill-treated for no cause 
whatsoever* 

05 

The statement of Mr- Har Qopal Khanna, SI j son 

of the late Lala Qwrmuhh Rat, Pleader, and ihinicipal 
Commissioner, Amritsar. 


BeWeea 4 and 5 p. m. on the 18th o£ April, 1919, while I was 
passing through Karmon Deorhi street, along with 3 other gentle- 
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men, I saw some policeineii on horseback, followed by Bome nudor 
ears, and I stopped on the side of the road. A motor ear. imr- 
rying some Military OiHeera passed by ns, and stoppftd a i*‘w 
paces further. The gentleman sitting on the left sitli! of tlu' mv, 
signalled to me to go to him. On reaching there, 1 madi; a 
salute ia the Military fashioa. The officer ou the right side of 
the oar who, as we were afterwards told, was (lonerul Dyer, 
addressed me as follows : — 

D. Have you forgotten to salam ? 

I. No Sir, I did not sec you and I did not know the 
order. 

D. What is your trade? 

L I ara a Sub-Head iu Chief Auditor’s Office, N. W. Hail- 
way, Lahore. 

D. You must present yourself at 9 a. m- tomorrow in the 
Earn Bagh Garden. 

All Indian Officer, probably a Subedar, had, in ihc mcunwhllt!, 
taken down my full address, after obtaining it from me. 

I took leave of the General with a salute, and asked 
Mr. Plomer, City Superintendent of Police, who was standing 
by, as to whether I had to present myself at the Club House in 
the Earn Bagh Garden, whereupon, he ordered a constable on 
horseback to take me to the Kotwal Sahib. I was then taken to « 
house in Kucha Duglan, the constable riding, and I accompanying 
him on foot. There the Kotwal and some European soldiers were 
on duty. There were two or three men previously detained there, 
and I was made to sit along with them on the damp floor. More 
men came and Joined us as time passed, and by about 7 p. m., we 
were 8 inen in ail. One man, named Brij Lai, told me that he 
was made to crawl on his belly. He w'as removing the dust from 
his clothes when he came in. 

At about 7 p. m., we were marched to the Kotwali in rows 
of two, accompanied by a posse of constables. 

At the Kotwali, we passed the night, sitting or lying in open, 
on the stairs, below the verandah and a Gurkha guard was placed 
on us. 

At about 8-30 ia tho morning, we were marched to the Itata 
Bagh Garden, surrounded by armed policemen. We were made 
to stand in the sun, on the. Tennis ground, and a Military Havil- ^ 
dar was deputed to teach us how to salam properly. The in-, 
structions continued for some time. Then every one was asked to 



go round tbe tennis ground, one by one, and salam while walking, 

^ Afterwards, a Military Officer came out of the (Jlub Jiotise, 
and asked the Suhedar whether we had learnt io salam, to 
which the latter replied in the affirmative. Then were 

List of the men dstabiedfor not salaminfj Jhii'opea/'.- af n.-rn, 

by Mr. Har Qopa!. 

^ T-» Teaelwr, Klwlsa S(di,iol, 

Ludhiana. ; : 

Sll® ;2| : A^ p. Dotewala, District Manager, tilnger ’ 'Bewtij?- 
Machine Co., with one servant. 

3. Dr. Dina Nath, Sub-Asstt. Surgeon, Jhobal. 

4. Lala GaJJul Mai, Silk Merchant, Guru Bazar. 

Ill®' ^ Sardari Lai, B. A., student, Dharmashula. 

ipiilig *6. Lala Brij Lai, Trader, Sabonian (made to crawl). 

7. Lala Jai Chand, Munim, Katra, Dolloo. 

8* One cart-driver. 



T'he statemeni of Lala Gujar Mai, son of Lala Sakha Mat, 
resident Gum Bazar, Aniritsar. 


^ my shun o!' -in, 

rclpib in Guru Bazar, I saw some horsemen and tvw jj)oior cur* 
coming up, at about 4 p. m. Some Englishmen were sealed in thy:-r 
cars, and some soldiers on horseback were accompany in,' ihciii, 
These soldiers commanded all to stand up and salute. All the 
shopkeepers stood np, as well as myself, and salamed them. The 
motorcar was stopped two shops further from my 3ho|i, ami I 
summoned and questioned why I had not salamed. I i'e|ijieil I had 
done so. My name and address was taken down, and I w as !iiUidi.!d 
over to the police, with the order that I should he produced tin; 
nest day at 9 a. ra. I was conveyed then to the Giili Kurlchhan 
yvhere some British soldiers were sitting. The jiolice Imnded 
me Over to them. They made me sit down there. One inait, Lahi 
Sardari Lai by name, was already there. As soon u< I sat down, 
I saw Babu Har Gopal, B. A., Head Clerk, EsaminerV Office, 
Lahore, being brought there on the same charge. Some ten men 
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were thus tioUecled. One man came from Majitlui, aiul another 
was a coaoh-driver. Those who had turbans on their lieudrf 
were made to pat them off. 

Oar hands were tied iijs. My arm was tied up with that of 
Lala Har Oopal. With the police in front and behind u.-!, we 
were marched to the police station at about 6 p. in., where tve were 
kept for tlie whole iiiglii. Next morning at 8-30, we were taken to 
Earn Bagh. We were surrounded by soldiers. We were then 
made to stand in a line. Our names w'cre first called out, and 
WG vvere then tolu i.lmt as we did not know how to salute, vve would 
bo tauglit to ilo so. 'W’e were then told to stand at some distance, 
and three persons were placed on duty to teach us how to .salute. 
These, three nmr. tauglii u- sulaming. This process of teaching 
went on For uboutdo nilnurcs. Then we were made io Ealiu.c many 
Englishmen. After this, one Englishman asked or.s of the person? 
who Wfi,;' tcuciling us whether wo had learnt r-alair.ing. Upon iii.“ 
answering in the afilraiatiTe, we were set free. 

97 

Tiu; slalmnenl, 0/ Mr- i..abih Chand Seth, aje 40,mami.(je,-, 
f\c/I‘.h v‘ Kahij lieskleni of Kucha Duglan, 

Amritsar, 


On the 18ili of April, 1910, gasicttcd holiday ( Grood Friday ), 
J wa'e talking with some of my office people at my house in Kucha 
Dnglan at abotit 2 p. m., when, suddenly the lane was .surrountleu 

by soldiers and the police^ \Ti11i an officer a-nd Mr. Fhrnew One 
of 'iis looked out of a v;indow^ and Mr* Piomer struck tit him with 
a whipj wdiieb missed liini and struck the window. Plornej* 

saitlj IJidii e, Injou no. khare ho ha? Sahara, larod" (Wet are yon 
slitliig r Stand up and Balaam)* Pearinpj worse treatnieiih., the 
uian ciosed the windo-'v at once, and we aril went- npsttiirs. .lfi?e 
or ien uiimiies later, a Thvoroiis knoekiiig was heard at the iiiaiii 
door. On my unswering the sniiimons? I was ordere-u to faeatc- 
the towcf tioor of inj house for the aceornmocktloii id 12 soldiers 
aiici one sergeatit till One ciioiiiry into 3I5ss Sherwood's ease was 
ftnislied* 1 did nrj best lo accommodate tliern. 

Thc.etiipiiry .into Miss Sllerwood^s case iliea commenccci^ , A 
(tidggiiig iHtsi) was erected pst opposite Kucha 
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itte4' with lmn<leuf!s m both aides. Soldiers were iimiei m 
different places with loaded 'rifles, and the passage was cloicd m 
every body* A menial servant was beaten severely oppo^te my 
house to draw information about the culprits* He name^l some 
one under police pressure, and then another man was gDi liuhi ul 
and beaten, and so it, went on. I saw several pej’sons so beaten* 
At about 8 p. m., a Sikh and a Hindu were hanclciiffed and w’er*: 

■ .taten.away.' ...Meanwhile, Panna Lai and Ishar Das, iriciiibcrf! nl 
my office staff, on applying for permission to ^;o iioiiie, were 
allowed to, do so by crawling on their bellies, |cist like j^aails. 

This military guard remained in the lane for six clays, and 
■every person who wanted to pass through the laiie» whatever hi« 
position or station in life might be, had to do so by crawling In 
the same way. Any person, who unfortunately remonstrated 
against this inhuman treatment, was knocked down, kicked slid 
forcibly compelled to crawl, to the amusement of the soldier, 
People were not even allowed to proceed on their hands and knec«, 
but were made to creep with their bellies touching the grouniL 
No respect was paid to old age. 

In houses which had no water connection, people suffered: 
greatly for want of water, as they dared not go out of their houses 
to fetch water from wells. For the same reason, there was a great 
difficulty about food. 

The soldiers used to shoot pigeons from the Jain Mandir, ami 
then cooked and ate them. The stones throwm to kill these birds 
often struck the inmates of houses and bi-^ke iviadow paiivs 
and glasses. 

I used to spend the greater pari of the day iii my office hi 

Katra Ahluwalian. I did not personally sec any fl^ggfogi but 
heard of it. 

As the soldiers were quartered in my house, I ivas aliowcci 'ly 
go^^throiigh the lane without having to crawL This coicessfyo 
was not granted, to my knowledge, to any other person. Ih'e 
soldiers left after sis days, but up to this day, a kind of tcji-rur 
overcame every one in the neighbourhood when passing liy ifc* 
place where the flogging post or tiMiki had been erected. 

My house has no back door leading to any other ktie. The 
only door to it is in the Kucha Duglaa. 

On the 13th of April, I was present in the Jallfaiiwala Bugln 
I had no infomation about any proclamation, dcclariinr Ifaryiil 
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Law or prohibiiiag mactings. I had heard that Lala Kaiihaiya 
Lai would preside over this meeting. I wont there about 
4»45 p. la. There was a very large crowd, 1 think, about t venty 
thousand. I saw many children in the crowd. Many people went 
there on account of the Baasakhi fair. Within a few minutes, the 
crowd was fired upon without any warning. I was than near the 
well to the east of the bagh, and I ran to seek refuge beiiind a tree 
near the well. Then I ran to scale the wall. Just as I was climbing 
over, two men, one on my right and the other on ray left, were 
shot down. I saw many people being shot as they were rnuning 
away. 


98 

The sMement of Kanhya Lai, «/o Gidah Eai, IThatri hy amte, 

25 ^ears of age, a servant of Lula Bute Shah, Kucha 
Ardasian, Amritsar. 

One day, during the Martial Law period, 1 was going to 
the house of L. Bute Shah, my master and relative, when I met 
two British soldiers with rifles in their hands, near the Jain 
Sabha Mandir. I salamed them. They asked me to He down on 
my belly. As they threatened me, I did so. After that, when I 
was going to rise, they struck me with the butt-ends of their rifles, 
and asked me to crawl along on ray belly. Then I crawled on 
to the house of L. Bute Shah. All the while, the two British 
soldiers kept laughing at me. And, when I stopped for a moment in 
the way to take breath, they struck me again with the butt-euds of 
their rifles. "When half an hour after, I wanted to go back to my 
house, I had again to undergo the same crawling up to the Jain 
Sabha Mandir. That night, after tha soldiers on guard had left, 
I returned to Bute Shah’s house and never went out of it for 
eight days. 

Prom the top of that house, I saw several people made to 
crawl. One day, an old, lame Moboraedan passed that way, and he 
was made to crawl. In spite of his entreaties and prayers to l»e 
allowed to go back, he was forced to crawl on up to the Kaurian- 
wala well. On the way, he was kicked and beaten with the butt-end 
of a rifle. The pigeons sitting on the Piajra Pole and the Jala 
Sabha Mandir used to be killed by soldiers, and roasted and 
eaten. 



■ Tlw dakmmti of Latu Devi Das ICiirriciili s'o I.^ik 
Biinkip by profession^ mje 28 ^ nmximif ff f\yc>*>i 
Ktmclilmfh bi Guru Bam'f\ AMifdmr. 


in. 


^■■, ' '/' V 'Oa' the 18'th of April> I rettt ciIm. i;,' p 

/On'tlie.lSilij I weiit oiit'early ia the iiioriuiig uel’^re iJ u. m,, uiui 
: retiimetiliome/a the soidierj^ liatl gone uuuu t.)a ila; 

20tli morning, as .-I was going out at iiborit in.* ilie soldktH 

arrived ill the lane, ' They ordered roe to crawl on my n 

I offered to ,go hack to my honse, bat I mis told 1 ^.tonlil not 
I was forced to'crawL I tried to .go on my baiuls aiu! i\i 

first, hut I was threatened with a bayonet^ anil had k) ri'Cii-iwin 

from my office late at nigld, alicr the 
departure of soldiersp' On snbseqneiii days, I tised to IciivcMny^ 
hoase before 6 a. m. and return at 9 p. m* 

Some days later, may brothery'.Lala Data Earn, and my coiiriin, 
k:$ala;,^ .wereh.suinmoned to ' the ^ Police Statioiu I 

' PEishsenklpr p.;- Plomer vand^Si^ Singh, were prese ni the r c , We 
,::^Weie,p:^ ;MisS'.''.. Sberwood^s . assailants* We w'crc 

■unable to' /fio'.’so, and'^.s^ abused by Mr*. Pioiiier* 'We were 
,:v,:-6veBtually allowed to go, but were summoned again the 'Samc^'di'iy, ' 
:’': a.nd abused by a Sub Inspeeto'rk We. were pen to go away 
.,,^:at, the. intervention of Lala Dholan Das* 
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The statement q/Lala Data Ram Kurrich, of Lala Jlu fjo/tui, 
resident of Kucha Kutnehan, Banker hi/professlo7i,a'/e 3-5^ Amritsar,. 


m 


My house is in Kucha Kurriehan. I ha-^e a heilkii- i'siuui,a' 
room) in Kucha Duglan, opposite Haveli Jamadar- J't;. Uv ift • 
(sitting room) is in the last house in Kucha Duglan. on tL*- i’hm 
side. On the 18th of April, at about 10 a. m.- I savi rronnnv 
sitting room Mr. Plorner, some policemen, anct r? Few liriti,.!; 
and Gurkha soldiers coming from the bassar side. Mr, PionifC jiiiUM-d 
the shop-keepers and struck one or two of them \viih a hi irk, lU? 
told them to stand up whenever they saw a sakih (Engildmiaii), 
He called them “ 6ac7t«” (son of a IsaHtiini t. Wlien 

he saw me in my sitting room on the first floor, liC ori.k’red m'.' 


Amritsar -No. lor. |0! 

to stand up also, and I did so. Mr. Ploiner spent aloui bait an 
hour in the neighbourhood, and then went awity. At about 
3-30 p. ra., Mr. Ploinor again came with Gurkha and British 
soldiers and some jfolicemeu. Some soldiers were jiosted just 
under my sitting rootn. A little later, I locked up my sitting 
room, and came out in the street. Mr. Plomer asked me where I was 
going. I replied that I tvaa going to Dr. Paira Mai’s house on 
an urgent business. He ordered me to erawl on my belly. I 
wanted to go back to my silting room (baiikak), bat he would not 
let me do so. I refused to crawl, and he then struck me on 1115 
neck with a stick. X had to crawl on my belly up to where the 
soldiers were posted. 1 then walked to Hr. Paira .Mai’s house. 
On returning at abotil 7 p. m., I found the sobliers .-•lill posted 
near my sitting room (bailhak). f was again told to crawl, and I 
saw about 1.5 persons actually crawling. I ran away, and went to 
Lala Dohlan Das's house. I spent, two nights out of ray hoint*, 
as whenever I returned to the lane, I found people being forced 10 
crawl. After that, I learnt that the soldiers used to go away after 
8~3fl p. in. 1 then used to come home late at night and lea ve my 
home before the soldiers arrived. 

Some days later, I was summoned to the Police Station. My 
brother, Lala Devi Das, and my cousin, Lala Bnia Ram, were also 
called there. Plomer and Sukha Singh were there. We were 
abused l>y Mr. Plomer, when we said that we did not know the 
names of Mis.« Sherwood’s assailants. M’e then went home, but 
ywe were sent for again the same day, and were abused. Lala 
Dholan Das then came, and on his intervention, we were allowed 
to go. 

101 

The stalemeni of Ratan? Lwti Eaju uffe 
Koorick ( Khatri Clofli Merchants Gam 
Amritsar, 


I have irij house in ICncha Koorichau. I nseii to 140 uut 
daily in the morning to take my bath at Data Itiim’s Baiiliak 
(sitting roomj* A picket \Tas posted at the Kticlia Kooriclian abuiii 
5 or 6 days after the incident at Jallianwala Chircleii* On the 
third or fourth day after the picket was posted, I was rather hue in 
rekiiiiing after my Imth from Datia Ram’s Baithak* The soldiers 
nsed io come m duty at 6 a, m» It was about 6*30 a* m* one day,. 
X, _ 2l„ "'■ 
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when I was retiiraing after my batli, and proceeding towards lU 
Bassar near Jamadanki HaveM. *r}iere two Bnglisli 
standing at the eorner. As soon as they saw mi% one jitiiiile.ii his 
bayonet towards me. He eotild sot express lifin^elt in oiir langu- 
age# but made a motion with his bayonet# direeiing me lo >ii down, 
I think, he also used the expression downd’’ in Hiiglidn !ii 
fear, I sat down. A few seconds after, I afieinpbu'i gt!t wp* 
He pointed the butt-end of his ritic lowards uiin tSoiiic nmn why 
were in the Bazar beyond, shouted to rue to (.tuwI on ftiy 
belly, as then only the soldiers would allow me to go,^ tttid i 
had to do it. 

To avoid this ill-treatment, many of us did not pass 
road in the Kucha Koorichan between 6 a* in* and 8 p* in. I con id 
only go to my house from my shop after 8 p. m*, L after the 
soldiers had left, and I used to go away from my house before the 
soldiers came at 6 a. m. 


102 

The statement of Rallia Ram, sjo Lala Salig Bam^ Bmhmn 
by caste^ aged 22 gears^ contractor of opium^ 7r.Biient of 
JDuglan Street, Amritsar. 


My house is situated near the Jain Sabha Mandir. The duy 
after to the afternoon that the guard was posted in this street for 
4he first time, I was present at my house. When I tried to go oizr 
to my shop, they barred my way. They compelled me to t riiwl m 
mj belly, and I did so up toRoorie barber’s shop in from vi ilie 
While I was crawling, they kicked me with 
■"their boots and also gave me blows with the butt-ends of their rifies. 
That day, I did not go back home to take my food. After 
guard had left the place, I went back at night. After that I med 
to leave my house early in the morning, before their arrival. The 
soldiers were stationed here for eight days, and I followed the Hiime 
plan of leaving before their arrival and coming back after tlieir 
.departure.. Bor full eight days, not a single sweeper appeared ^ 
so the refuse of the houses was never removed, nor were the latrtnee 
.■cleaned. The water-carrier, too, was throughout absent. We 
suffered. a gooddeal on- account of such inconvenience. I used to 
bring water when I returned home at night. I could neither gel 
vegetables, nor other eatables. 
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103 

Th sPztemmt of Paima Lali oJ iMla Bmnga Emm^ ^ge SO ycun, 
liroket $f Memops* J&kB and Amfiisa)\ ■, 


The 18ih o£ April was a holiday. 1 went to Mr. Labli (Jhaiicils 
house at about 12 or 1 in the day* and as I was sitting there with 
Messrs. Labh Cliand, Isher Das, Mela Ram and Parma Nand, I 
heard that Mr. Plomcr had come into that street mdth some 
militaiy and police. Mela Ram and I were looking from the 
window to see what was the matter, when Mr. Plomer struck at m 
with his hunting crop, which struck the window sill, and asked 
ns all to stand up and salaam him. On this, we closed all our 
windows and went upstairs. After a few minutes, Mr. Plomer and 
others came again, and asked Mr. Labh Chanel to vacate the ground 
ioor of his house for the accommodation of the soldiers- M'r. Labli 
Chand did so. Later on in the afternoon, Mela Ram, Ishar Das 
and I wanted to go home, but the police wmuid not allow tis m 
pass through the street, unless we were prepared to crawl on oiir 
bellies. As there was no oiher way to reach our houses, we had to 
submit to this indignity. 

104 

Tke statement of Lala Ishar Oas, son of Lala Atnm Ham, age 32 
• gear an emplogee of Oie firm of Messrs* Kahn Kah%, 

'’H' Katra Kkamna^ Amritsar. ■ 


I had gone to Mr. Labh. Chand’s house on the 18th of A|)ril 
which was a holiday. While 'sitting there, I heard that Mr. 
Plomer, with some military and police, was in that street* W ■* 
were looking out from the window, when Mr. Plomer wanted 
strike us with his hunting crop, but it struck the wirulow .«ilL 
He told us all to stand up and salam* On this, we closed aJ! on,: 
windom-'s and w^ent upstairs* ' After about 5 minutes, he rciuriied 
again, and asked Mr. Labh Chand to vacate the lower portion of 
liis house for the aecommodaiion .of the soldiers* Mr* Labli 
Chand vacated It, and made the necessary arrangements for tliein. 
At about 4: o’clock in the afternoon, Paima Lai, 'Mela Ram 
and I wanted to go home, but were refused permission by 
Police* We asked permission again, but it was ^ given . on 
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e^aditioQ that we should pass out o£ the street by crawling. 80 
all o£ us had to pass that street by crawling on oar bellies. We 
could hot go to our houses by any other road. 


105 


The stalement of Kahan Chand (Khanna), son of J^atki, OQt 
Barber, Mohalla Tiwarian , « blind man tmde to crawl. 




I have been blind for the last 20 years. 1 used 
meals occasionally in Kacha KufkJihan. About 
I was groping my way into the street with the support of a 
stick that I always carry, I was asked hy a pplieemaii to lialt. 
On my begging of him to let me proceed, I was told that I could 
do so only i! I was willing to crawl over the whole length. I 
informed the policeman that I had been practically starving for 

would not let me go. I then had to 
crawl on my belly, ■ and had hardly gone a- few yards when I 
received a kick on my back, and my- stick slipped off my hands. 

I then moved on,- begging for alms from the residents of the 
quarter, but was advised to leave the place as owing to the bad 
times throngii which, they 'were passing, the residents were notin m 
position to give me food. I them, with great difficulty managed 
to ■ my way ■ out of the lane by the side of hLanrianwala , 

well. 


106 


The statement of AMullah. son of Qainda, caste Sh'wklt. aged 35 
eceupation PandaJi, resident Kucha Tiwarian, Amr/Uar, 


I teach boys. We daily get up in the morning and call the 
boys from their homes for teaching them. In the da^/s of Slarlia f 
Law, when soldiers picketed this street, I went home at night, and 
on the next morning, as usual, I went to call the students from 
their homes. After calling out the boys from other streets, I went 
to the Kurichhan street, where about fifteen of my students lived. 
i)a ray coming back, I saw that a guard had been posted for patrol. 
I had with me a boy aged 7 yaars. We were forced by the guard' 
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to crawl on oar bellies. He forced me to He down on my belly 
and to crawl on. The boy screamed, and he was allowed to go home; 
but I had to crawl from the Kucha Kurichhan to the Jain Hahha. 
•When I tried to stop or to take rest in the way, they kicked me 
with their hoots, and struck me with the bntt-ends of iheir rides. 
I was put to very great trouble. My body got scratches all over, 
as I am a stout man. After this, I remained in my house for 7 
or 8 days, during which period the patrol coulinued, and I 
suffered consequently. 


107 

The statement of i^aUa Ram, sonofDubi Mai, caste Khtitri, 
aged 58 years. Pensioner {post offiee'), resident of 
Kvxka Duglan, Amritsar, 

For about 7 or 8 days, soldiers picketed this street during 
the Martial Law days. On the first day, a Sub Inspector called 
me up, and asked me to give the names of those who assaultrjd the 
Mem Sahib. I said, 1 Itnew nothing about the matter, as I was not 
present there. Upon this, the Sub Inspector beat me with his cane, 
and pulled my beard. I was made to go up and down the street, 
while being pulled by the beard again and again. I was iSet free 
in the evening. After this, I was never called again. I made 
enquiries of some policemen, and ascertained that the name of the 
Sub Inspector was Abdulla. I have myself seen people being made 
to Crawl on their bellies. No one did so willingly. People were 
compelled to do it. If anybody refused to crawl, he was made to 
do so, and was beaten with the butt-end of rifles. 

lOS 

The statement of Rakha Ram, aged 39, sjo Sand Lai, naHe Brahman, 
Physician hg occupation, resident Kucha Duglan, AmriUnr. 

My house is in Kucha Duglan ; my shop is at one end of the 
lane, and at its other end is my house. On the I8th of April, at 
about 8 or 9 in the morning, Mr. Plomer, along with some police- 
men and officers, came to our bazar, and abased and beat people 
who did not salam him. In the afternoon, a picket of soldiers was 
posted, and they barred the way. Dhaai Bam, clerk, Canal Dej 
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pariffiCBt, was made lo sH down [and catch hold of hia ears by 
paesing hk hands undeT the legs. Rallia Ram, the father of Dhan! 
Ram, was oanghi by the heard, and dragged np and down the gtroot 
for abonthalf an hoar. Dhani Bam was also beaten with shoes. Then, 
Pannalal and Mela Ram were made to crawl, and I also saw La loo 
HalaTai crawling. Ataboati.my cow was to return home ; ao I 
•wanted to go to my honse for tying and feeding her, ami asked 
permission to do so. iWherenpon, I was told by the soldiers that I 
would hawe to crawl on my belly, and hence I did not go. In the 
evening, at last, I went to bny fodder for my cow by another way, 
and not finding a cooli, I had to carry it myself. I returned to my 
house from the direction of the Kaurianwallan 
that, perhaps, that way wonld he free but this was also barreon^ 
soldiers. I wanted to return to my house by this way, but T was 
forbidden to do so. After many entreaties, I was allowed to pass. 
When I just neared my house, I was caught and taken to a police 
officer sitting close to my house. He ordered me to turn back and 
crawl on my belly from the Kaurianwallan well up to the place 
where he was sitting. So I had to go back and !crawl on my belly 
all the distance from the house of Lala Biharilal to my own house. 

I could get nothing to eat in my house during the night, and when 
I wanted to go out the next morning on the 19th of April, the 
British soldiers again compelled me to crawl as before. All day 
long, I had to pass my time somehow, as I was too frightened to go 
near my shop or honse. In the evening, I wanted to return to my 
honse to feed my cow, and once again, I was forced to crawl on mv 
belly. 

Q. — Is it true that you crawled voluntarily ? 

A.*— No. 

The British soldiers eased themselves in the Deorhi (entrance) 
of my honse, and the whole filth rotted there for days, as no sweeper 
would come to remove it. The soldiers eased themselves on our 
well in the bazar also, so we could not draw water from it. At 
about 8 in the night, when the British soldiers had gone, some of 
us would stealthily fetch -water from other wells, as we were afraid 
of the Martial Law- On the morning of the 20ih of April, before 
the picket had arrived, I removed to Eoop Lai ZotshxJ’a house with 
my cow and fodder, finding it impossible to live in my house under 
exsisting cirenmstanoes. I then locked my house, and did not re- 
turn till the picket had finally left our quarter. My wife had 
gone to her parents. 
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The miement oj Lala CJonda Mai, sm of Lala Ckamha Mai, 
Khatri, afjid66 ijeurs, goldsmUh, Kueha 
Dagkin, AtarUMp. 


I live in the bazar. On or about the I8th o£ Ajiii i!, some 
British soldiers were stationed in our street. On my way home 
from my shop situated in Mori Gunj, I hud with me my four 
sons: Jaggan Kath, aged. about 13 yea I'S, Mohan Lai, aged 10, 
Nand Lai, aged 15, and Nath aged 23. I did not know that 
British soldiers had been posted in this bazar. G-oing a little 
further from Kaurianwala well, as we were about to enter Kucha 
Uuglan, we saw two soldiers ( British ) stationed on the spot. 
They had rifles in their hands. They ordered us to crawl on 
our bellies. We sat down, but wore made to crawl on our bellies. 
We reached home crawling. They walked with us, and struck the 
butt-ends of their rifles on the ground in order to frighten 
us. After this, I used to leave my house before the arrival of the 
soldiers, and return home after they had gone away. This con- 
tinued for eight days. During that period, no sweeper ever came 
to clean any house; nor was filfch and refu.se removed. The water- 
man also did not come. Late at night, we used to bring water 
ourselves. Women and children remained confined in the houses 
with doors closed. 


no 

Tke statement a/ Diwan Chand^ son of Lala Bkam 
Mai^ Khatri, aged 35, cloth merchemt, resident of 
Kucha Duglan, Anmtsar^ 


I went alone to ihe|Jalliaiiwala Bagh on the 13th o! April to 
attend the lectni’e o£ Lala Kanhaiya Lai. There was no procia** 
mation made, prohibiting the holding of ineetings in oar Knelm 
( street) or our bazar. When I reached there, a Sikli was deli*- 
vering a speech. I did not personally see the soldiers eoraiag in,^ 
but heard people shouting that they were entering the garden. I 
saw people rnnning away, and I also began to niri. I went behind 
the smmadh, and took shelter there. Many men fell down on me* 
Immediately after people had begun to ran, the firing began. I 
kept lying down a few minutes. During this time, shots, were '' 




Amritsar— No. no cenld, k iit 


coming thick and fast. When the firing ceased a liitie. I escaneii 
rtmnlng over the bodies of other men. On ren. hing my hoasc, I 
became senseless. On regaining consciousness. I emjnired ahonJ 
my son and nephew, one of whom was 14 vears of itgc, and the 
other 18. I was informed that they had not, retiirned home; 

I went ©ni to searcdi for them in the Bagh, There I found a large 
nnmber of iHjnred people and a good many dea.! budies, jirim i- 
pally at the exists. Very soon after. I lieard a noise to the eife- i 
that policemen were coming. Hearing thl.?, I ran away again, tad 
when 1 reached home, I fonnd all the members of my family tafe, 
Ihe British soldiers were posted at onr Kucha on the 18th *rf Apr|L 
and they continued there for eight days. Every man whd >aarA 
that way, was compelled to crawl on his bellv. I myself saw 
people crawling on their bellies; and I also saw that when people 
crawling in that way raised their body a little for taking rest, 
they were immediately kicked or struck with the butt-ends of rifhw. 


Th statement of tala Chiranji Lai, s\o Li 
Khatri, aged 50 years, cloth merchant. 

Kuriehhan, Amritsar. 

In the Martial Law dayi 
Lala Data Ram. On the day followin; 
ket, early in the morning, before the arrival of the 
went to the house of Data Ram for a bath, as ther 
at his house. In the meantime, the 
was on my may back, I was 


s, I jised to take, bath in the house of 
jg the posting of the pip- 
- — J soldiers, I 
■e was a water pipe 
guards had arrived. When T 
T . , threatened by the British soldiers, and 

1 r.. to the heme ,et Lala Dal. Ean,. I „ 

whole day wilhoet meals. At the end of the day, a, I 
ungry, I made up my mind and came out. I requested and 
entreated the so diers to allow me to pass. They made me stand 

their rifles, and tints com- 

* T Im/ ^ bonsc. My wife 

and children came to the shop at night by jumpin<^ dowi the 
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m ttalaml of Rami Mai «« Kknhmft Lai, agtd msti* 

^ KiwJm €/mndhri 

Mui, ma^ ($ Jam tempk. 

When I was on my way home from my shop, I came across a 
> nb inspector of police of the Amritsar District, near the haveli 
of a Jamadar. The Sub Inspector told me that the way was closed. 

replied that I had to go to my house as my wife was alone. The 
feu ) Inspector was on horse-back, and he said that if I must go I 
TlnL I crawl on my belly. Two soldiers who were standing 

1!! ^"'"P^Icd me to crawl on my belly as far as my honse. I 

knlUf r" soldiers 

first day the pickets were posted. 

hnn^f i of my 

irlrir! ";' -i-r. > ™„..vt..i m, 

movT2 "r . 1 >■'- 

r.rd.7,T '“• “ “''''■■ '■““k *" "V “n ‘h" 

lockpdnn'i i’^'^ovcd troiii the laoar. My lionsc remaiacii 

lOOKed up during the interval. 


" ' £Md n, / of * f 

onup hkop-keeper, confectioner and fruit 1‘cller, 

near Jamadar' sliaseli, Amritsar, 

otAaS ar? "t’l” *”?“ iledrian. On the 18th 

3tedt .o'; T " ’ xf ^ ‘‘““® ™™> ’” '■>” I 

Britth f f r ‘”^' f P“*’ I stoPpe'l by 

Bnii h acWicta; rifle. „e,. pefeed a. nee, and the lhflle„ 

reatened i„ sheet me it I did not erawl. I was told that I 

uonld have to otawl all the way to my house, as also if I were to 

Mta„ back to my she,.. My shop being nearer from the pi., , 

M Lr r“' ‘° *““i ‘0 ««wl aboM B to 

ifonld “r f *» “V shop. 

As I oonW teach my honse Irom my shop by taking a tonnd aboni 

way. I nerer yentared to go by the direct rLd agfim 
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Tte day after this, on the I wont to Ibo Raiiwny 

Station to take delifery of my frait parcels of melons 5» aijout 
18 boxes. When I took delivery and was i>ayin|f the ociari 
daty, .some British soldiers came there, and told toe to take 
back my parcels to the Kailway Station. On rcaclunj,' ncur thr 
big porch, they looted all my fruit parcels and to t at tJif, 

contents. 

On the 20th of April, I went to the station for ni-i irtiit juiraclH 
again. I took delivery of about 28 boxes cyntaining melons. 
The British soldiers came up again, abased me and forcibly iftoted 
my melons and ate them up. While they were doing som^ wII^ 
man kept guard over me. I returned home, and after thi#" 
went to the station to fetch my goods for the next .5 or g daysT^ 
learnt, the parcels were auctioned by the railway authorities, and 
I lost several hundred rupees on this account. 


The statement of Lala Megha Mai, aged 46 years, son of 
Lala Budhua Mai, caste Kkatri, cloth merchant, 
Kucha Kunchhan, Amritsar. 


My house is in Kucha Kurichhan, and my shop is in Gura 
Bazar. On the very first day, soldiers were posted in Kucha 
Kurichhan, I was stopped by the soldiers, when I was returning 
home at about 5 p. m., and I was ordered to creep on my belly, 
I however ran away, and kept away till after the soldiers had 
left. That day, I came home at 9 p. m. and found my wife laid 
up with fever. There was no water in the house to be given to 
her, and no doctor and no medicine. I had to fetch water my- 
self late in the night. For the seven days following, my wife had 
to be without any treatment, as no doctor would like to creep on 
his belly. 


The statement of Pandit 5alig Ram, son of Pandit I'ccr Bi.mi 
aged 48 years. Municipal employee (Octroi 
Department), Amritsar. 

One day towards the end of April, at about 11-30 a. m. 
witnessed the flogging of six boys in front of Kucha Kurichat 
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Snndar Singh was the first to be fasibned to thr fiogginu 
(Tiktiki) and given 30 stripes. He became senseless after the 
4ih stripe,, hat when some water was ponred into ids numifi i»y a 
soldier, he regained <!ciiisciouH«esa ; lie was ugain suiijfcted lo 
bis comscionsHOss for the second tinse, hn! tlte 
flogging never ceased til! he was given thirty stripes. He wu!i 
taken off the flogging }»ost, bleeding and quite nnconsciomt. Mola 
was the second to he tied to the post, lie too hceamt! iineonscioiiB 
after receiving four or five .stripes, lie wus given .-onK* water, and 
the dogging continued. Mangtn was the third vicii in. lie t<K> got 
thirty stripes. While Mungtu was being flogged, I cried hiiterly, 
and as 1 could not hear the siglif any longer. 1 lost my couscions- 
uess. hen I recovered mv conscionsiu'.ss, 1 saw the six iatys who 


had Just received llogging, hleeding iutfily. They werr all hnsid- 
cuffed, and, as they could nor walk even a i'mv piiee*, lin-N we.-- 
dragged away by the Police, 'I’licy wtire ihcn taken fu the 


The Mafj'nunf of Ln\a Bada Nlah in 
Kakan Chantf, maH Aroi'n^ «•(■>«/, K»-i,rUmW’du 

well, AmrUrntr, ■ . h 

On the Ihth of April, I was coming from the Uarhsr fiahib «ld® 
to my shop. Near Kucha Karichhan, some 15riti.sh soWierB were 
standing. They heat me and made me crawl on my belly. My 
adopted son, Walaiti Earn, aged 16 years, was arrested in the 
Evening of 18th April by 3 police constables accompanied by the 
Ohandhari (head man of the bazar), They beat me and my son. 
We were then handcuffed and taken to the Kotwali f I’oHcc illation;. 
At night, I was released after signing a security bond for Us. l,U0it, 
My son was sent to the lock up. Next day, the police again took 
me to the Police Station, but released me in the evening. This con- 
tinued for two or three days. At last, I got off by paying 11s. 100 
to the Ghaudhari for the police. Bight or ten rlays after, the 
police rearresied me, and I was compelled to pay Jh'. fiO tu get, 
off again. Police eon.stable.s nsed to come to my shop every day and 
forcibly take milk, cream, etc., from me for thuir pcrfional use. 
Being thus harassed daily, I closed my shop. 

My son, Walaiti Ram, bad been to Haniwar for about a jnontfa. 
His arrest took place four or six days after his return home. After 
-8 days of his arrest, Walaiti Ram was hrooght to Kucha Karl-' 



ittte Mb moaih, and M tfl bcoftme^consoioa*?, Jbg^tng was rcwmcl. 

He again beoame aensekasfoi- the second time, and when he t.- 
ffMned Ms semes, flogging began again • He was not Ml oft I'li 
L bad received EttinO stripes. Other people ain! I^witnms^'d 
this, and saw a few more men flogged sitnilurly. These me»i 
shrieked with pain and were all bleeding. 
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The statement of Jamna Devif Widoio of Gttrmn 
aged 55 yeavs, Kuoha Madman, GoM Latnbati, 

' Mela Earn, the elder brother o£ my husband, a 

occupation, was arrested in connection with the assault on Mim 

Sherwood. On the morning of the seventh of Baisahh (April), 
Mela Earn went out to get some gUe. When he returned, he 
informed me that Sundar Singh Ohaudhari had sent for him. He 
jyent to Mm, and was taken to the Kotwali. He was kept in the 
fort for 8 days, and then he was brought to Kucha Kurichhan and 

' was tied to the flogging post, and -given thirty stripes. I myself 

was present at the flogging. Lots of people were present, and 
many soldiers were there. He was flogged mercilessly and hecaw 
unconscious. I was crying and the soldiers were laugM^. , 
live more boys were flogged. When they were flogged, they bled. 
After the flogging, Mela Earn could not walk, and he was dragged 
away. A picket was stationed for § or 9 days in onr baza,-. 
Nobody was permitted to come out in the day, and, if anybody 
did, he was made to crawl. Mela Earn was also made to crawl 
' one evening, and he told me about it, when he came home. 
Ivervbody in the street had his doors closed, and no sweeper 
could come to our house. The British soldiers shot pigeons 
and roasted them on a platform in front of the door of my 
hmBQ. 

118 

The statement of Magi Ram, sjo JDuni Chaiid, age 52 yeare. 
Barber, Dharmsala Hajamm Katra Bagh 
Singh, Amritsar, 


My son, fifteen years of age, was taken by the police from Ms 
«hop in Mahal Gf-uru with Sunder Singh Ohowdhari to th® 
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Kmnanveala well. He. was tied' iiteff ^ to; f|.;’;;fl#|jgiiig; pelt, end 
given thirty stripes. They continued to flng Wm ewn when 
he lost conaciousness. I was informed about thii by Obpal Dai# 
and I saw my son, along with other boys, dragged away after lfe« 
dogging was over. They were then bleeding. This^ happened 
towards the end of April last. , , 


T/ie statement of Ati, wife of Sant Singh, age 70 years, 
Chauk Fasian, Aimitsar. 




One day, daring the Martial Law period, my grandson, Bnader 
Singh, was arrest, ed liy the police in connection with Miss 
Sherwood’s ca.se, wheii he \%as rctnrning from his work. A few 
days after, he was dogged near Kncha Kurichhan in a mereiieSB 
manner, He became senseless after a few stripes. Water Wiis pat 
into his mouth. He recovered and was again dogged cruelly, 1 
wus present. 


1 v/'# 


^Uaiemerd cj/ La!a Nmmk Chaad? of 8ard%7* Dial Singh, 
oged 25 Katra Pmja, Afnriisar, 


I was called by the police one day towards the end o£ April* 
yl.f wai kepi at the Ivotwali the %Yhole day^ and then released* I 
ordered to bring my brother Lai Chand from ChabhaL 
My brother and others were taken near Kucha Kurichhan and 
mercilessly ioggecl* He^ my brother, became senseless three or 
foni times, but was again and again flogged mercilessly and got 
80 stripes in alL 
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opposite Kticiia Kurlchhan. They remained there for about B 
days. Those, who happened ,to pass, were ordered and forced to 
crawl on 'their bellies, and those,'' who when crawling raised them* 
selyes a little to take rest,' were kicked by the soldiers, mid 
sometimes struck with the bntt**ends of their rifles# I saw many 
people being made to crawl in this way. 

There is a Jain Temple and a Pinjrapole for birds In this 
locality, I saw British soldiers killing' sacred pigeons and 
other birds, roasting them, and eating them. 

These soldiers polluted our wells by using them as latrinea* 
Their conduct was disgusting and frightful. 

About the end of this period, I saw six boys being tied to the 
flogging post and severely flogged* Each got 30 stripes# T 
boys became senseless after the first few stripes, and when tl 
revived, flogging was again resumed, 

A child was born in my house, just a few days before the 
soldiers were stationed, A mid-wife used to come to my house 
every day to see my wife who was very ill in consequence of the 
child birth. But during these eight days, I could not get any 
mid-wife to attend, and my wife suffered very much for want of 
treatment. 
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The statement of La!a Gaopat Rai, mn of Lala Chafju 
Mal^ aged 58 ^ Sud^ resident Jain Mandh\ Kucha 
Duglany Amritsar. 


On or about the 18th of April, when the soldiers came to our 
•street, I was in my house. They all had rifles in their hands# 
Two of them were stationed just underneath the temple, and two 
were stationed on the other side near the well of the temple* 
■Other soldiers were moving about the place, and were every 
now and then snatching away by force eatables from shops* 
They used to kill pigeons and fowls of the Pinjra Pole and eat 
them. All people passing through the street were made to crawl 
on their bellies, and at times, the soldiers kicked them. Even 
those who had to attend the temple in the street for the purpose 
of worship, were made to crawl in the same way. I saw people 
being flogged. Those flogged used to cry piteously and became 
unconscious. 
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m 


12a 

21 ^ statmeBt of Abditl Aasias? of Ilaji Mehar 

IkkQ^ agod S4 vogeMble MMfit 

Dharamfmmt Amriimr^ 

Two or three days after the hartal commeneed, at about noon, 
OBO khansama came to my shop to btiy vegetables* I raiine to 
know afterwards that his name was Imam Bin* He emjiiired 
of me the rate of tomatoes* I told him that they were sohl at 
2 seers a rnpee* He picked up some half a seer ont of the 
basket, put them in liis hand-kerchief without getiing them 
weighed, anil walked olL I called out to him to pay me the firiecn 
He replied thai he was the Generars servani. I told him that 
the Genera! could not have ordered him to take liiiiigs from the 
shopkeepers without payment, I asked him to give the tonKitoes 
back. Oa this, h© got enraged and thrc\r i.lic tomatoes down on the 
road, and abused me in filthy language and ilrreateried io hmh 
me* I did not get up from my seat, and ha went away* I inder* 
stand, the khansama reported to the GeneraL The nest clay, Lit In 
Duni Chand, 3'L A», came to me and enquired of me whether 1 
had abused any khansama the previous day* I replied in the 
% negative. Lala Duni Ghaiid enquired if there were any other 
men present at the time of the said <|uarrcl. I told him that Jahil 
Din, vegetable seller, Ambira Khatri, vegetable seller, (Jhhibba, 
milk seller and others were present. Lala Biini Chand enquired of 
all of them, and they all said that I had not abused the khansama, 
but the khansama had abused me. At 4 p. ni., Azk Din, Sub 
Inspector Police, came to Lala Duni Chand’s house. I had gone 
to the mosque for prayers. My servant told me that Aziis .Din, 
Sub Inspector, required me at Lala Duni Chiind'^ house. I wciir 
there and told him what had exactly happened. After this, 
Assiz Din, Sub Inspector, called Jala! Din and Gobincl .Hum, both 
vegetable sellers, and enquired of them, and they corroborated 
my account. After that, Aziz Din called Ghhibba, and aAiioJ 
me to go out of the room. The Sub Inspecior then took me, iiiid 
Chhibba to the house of the Superintendent of Police. Wlien we 
reached near the SiipermtendeuPs bunglow, Aziz Din, Sub 
Inspector, talked io him in English. The Super intcridci, it of I'tolicc 
called out Obhibba^'s name, and he salaamed him. lie did not 
enquire anything of me and ordered mj arrest. I w'^ts made over to 
a Sikh, assistant to the Court Isipeetor* This Sikh assistint took'' 
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me to the Civil Police Station. The mnnahi at the Civil Station 
took down my name and address, and pnt me in the 
where I remained all night. The next day, at 10 a. m., I 
handonffed and taken to the Ceneral’s Conrt. Both Lala Dnni 
Ohand Vakil, and Aziz Din, Snh Inspector Police, were present 
there. They talked in Inglish for some time. Ghhibba was 
asked to give evidence. He said that I (Haji) had abused the 
khansama. I told Chhihha then and there not to ieil a lie, and 
lose his ij»an (religion). Upon this, Ghhibba replied thali he 
was helpless and was making that statement to save his own skin. 
The General asked me some questions ; and I slated what was trae. 
On this, the General ordered that ten stripes should be inflicted 
on me, and I should close the shop for fourteen days. Ai ifeOttt 
12, I was again taken to the police lock-up, and subsequently 
removed to the prison at 2 p. m. It was Thursday, and I remained 
in the prison that night. The next morning, Friday, ten stripes 
were inflicted on me and then I was released after an hour. I 
xemained ill for many days and my shop remained closed for 
fourteen days, 

|i§|i;u ; 124^ 

of Sant Ram^ son of Bk Bhan, 
aged 40 years, resident of Gali Dugualan, near 
Ktirianwala well, Amritsar^ 


I am a railway employee. One day towards the end of 
April, when I was returning home, I was informed by BakhaBum 
that my son, Mangat Ram, had been arrested by the police, in 
connection with Miss Sherwood’s case. 

Bight days after that, Mangat Ram and several other boys 
were tied to the flogging post near Kucha Kuriehhan, and wcro 
flogged. My son got senseless many times, and when he regained 
consciousness he was again flogged. The place for flogging was 
in the public thorough*fare. He was given thirty stripes in all# 
I ^ heard this from my brother, Lala Salig Ram, ■ who saw the 
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• Tim siatemmt of Mst. Lachhnia!! Kour, Kwimwalh IVeU, 


Our house is situated near Kurianwala well. During the Martial Law 
days, the General, one day,' came to our street at 10 a* m., and told all 
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the 'boys to salate him ami ask for forgiireness for their fawly. loy i 
liM as desirerl. The same day at 240 p- iit, a pkkel of Hi iti^h 
was statkmed in the street At that time all oiir tmn \wm out Tm 
soldiers began to troiibiotiSj womerij, and asked ns who risjatilfo 1 the 
SaMk They caught hold of oiir servant^ kiekelliim and, liiin \u!fi 

the Imfct-ends of their rif!f 3 S mercilessly. I am a imrda-iMHhifi. I novtir 
appea-r in pnblicj not even before the servants. I was, Iwmvvi^r, cal!t?d 
liowii from Illy house, I went with a pardah (veil)^ ^ {M^ramptorily 
ordered to take off my pardah. I was frightened and reiiMA-odtlic pariiulu 
i was then asked who assaulted Miss Sahib. They thmatoriod mo that 
M'dess I named the assailant, I would b<3 given owr to tlio Siihibw# 
r ^aidj I did not knovv’ and conk! not mmo any body falsely. 

When the people were flog god, their criea rent o?ir hearts. IT 0 
felt helpless. There seesitid no remedy against the erneity und ojj|.wi*'^sinii 
around liS* Owing to the panic, our men stayed in their sliop.^, aiid j fuai 
W pass my time aioiie in great fear and trouble, ■‘'|idta liopriiiecji^ai irom 
the soldiers. For some days^ I eonld get neitlior fboti nor water. 
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The statement of Isliwar Koiir, of Kuelm Lhoyhmi, Am.nfsm\ , 


, When the boys were .flogged in the street in which our house stands* 
I: was ill the house opposite the spot. H(uuotiaic^, I stood up to so# 
Ihe flogging ; sometimes, I sat down not being able tci l^ear the sight. 
The first Sikh boy was whipped with clothes on, than his clolhcw werci 
taken off, and he was flogged naked. Then all tha liojs were \vlil|,>ped 
naked. The third boy became senseless three times. TTmh liirup Lo wu^* 
uaboundj laid flat in the BtrCbt^ and water' v/ag poured down ihrcji*., 
It was cruel — cruel ! 
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The statement of Dhan Devi, Kurriclih Jane^ Amrltsor. 


My honse is ia Kurishah lane, opposite Koronvrala -.veil aihl shvi, 
f am a -widow and have only one child. I and my ci.ild were hoiri ill. 
When I retarned from the doctor, the Genera! crime with the uruir in 
the bazar. There was no third person in onr honse wli.s cc 11 
n« even -svith water. There was rice in onr honse, bat no milk. K(*r tnk'i 
•iriys, we remained without water. When the fever left ns, the ne •!i„n 
was how^ to get water. There was Martial Law at night and we nrjd t};.* 
soldiers in day time. One day, I and another lady want to fetch wiVt..r 
23 -'";-',' 
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from tte well. The Soldiers rau after ns. We left onr vessels on the 


The slalewteni of Kliem Kour, of KucJm iJuglcm. Jiii ar. 


I live ill Kiirk'liali' lanSj near ' Kaiiriyanwala tcIL At tlie Inrie tl;i> 
boys were whipped^ I was looking from .ilia window* Tlia boys’ clotlieB 
were iakeii off. He v/as 'bound .closely to.tlie flogging post and flogging 
'began. We beaxd tbe ciies.^ ‘‘Hb motlier, I. am dead. Ob SaMb, leave 
mod’ After ten vdiips, 'be wasw’eleased, and made to drink sometiiiiigiy 
and bound again and whipped once ''more* After that, tlie second ”bcy 
was whipped. ' He became 'senseless.- ■ .■■'■Tbeii the' guard said, Will' 
Abnbdpv0'hittt ? ’’ I -gave him 'water to drink. I./saw'..'th0. .boy 
.Icoidiftob^^^ He was bleeding. ' Some .mediciso "was . applied .aiKi.. .dik- 
clothes were put on him and be was taken away. 
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statement of Biiddlii-Devl, of Kucha Dugglan^ 

I was standing in the 'house opposite the street at' ....the,: tiHm'.' the.'^'" 
.;':':b.o.ys ' were flogged. .The first' boy i!:'gi>:ed was Sunder Shigli, He 
■ -'was, at first .'whipped with, cloihas on, then bis. clothes were' 

.-,.;.a.nd. „ he., was' again-, whipped. . Me. got ■ thirt} stripes- ' He waS'-dliii^ 
tmbound and the sahib., ordered tlmt be should be liirthsr Vvrb-j,?'! 
as be was not hurt much. The doctor said, no, he has bccomo weak, 
'Then Vikiyati was flogged. , Then a third boy, Ileia Ram, was ilou'geti 

times. Every' time he bee: i me 

some' . medicine . aod' water was poured down his throat and be va.- 
flogged agai'n. In this way, tiie flogging went on* I did not tecognbe 
ythe last boy. 

, 130 

'■:' y :;. The Statement of Ganga Devb of Ifooti Chhan lane^ AmriUor^ 

; .,':M in' the third part of 'Kooti Ghbaii lane. For eight 

' daySj -,: We, did not .leave the bonse* We bolted onr doors in fear* If 'wo 
' 'took; , something to' eat in the, .evenmg, we could get no water. TIi© 
.'ories.ofthos.e’ .who, were being flogged, Oh motlieiy i am dead” readied 
even onr bouse and pierced -onr hearts. My , daughter became senseless^ 
If^at any time, we happened to stand by onr window, tlie.soHiere 
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insulted ns by exposing thomselms and threw,- hriatrs^ Itt , otir 
There was hardly any Ibodj no water 'and we 'Were rerj miwli atVald 
o! the role soldiers. 


ISI 

Th sPUemenl o/Devkt, of Kmlm Dugglan^ Amni$o>n 


Oiir house is in Biigiaa lane. The soldiers threw bricks at mt 
bouse. Just in froiii of our door, they used to ease themselves. The 
sineli wns a'wtnl rinJ' caused hea-lache. We had three Tukhtrpoh^lies^ 
They burnt all of tlera^ niirl boibd pigeons in a barrel and at 0 tliam»; 
For lour da \ Sj \'v0 and 0 nr children reimained wiihont food and water. 
After four days we loft the house. They used to make water and > 


become naked in 
■describe it* 


rht. Their coiidact was such that I cannot 
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The siatem&7it of Cla 0 ga Devi. B^cihnlni of KmJm BuggUii^ 

Amriis^ir* 


My, house is twelve houses distant from Koorishah, For fotif 
days, we remained without any feed and water, 2Iy daughter, aged 
four, die 1 of fright, Her coustant cry was, Oh mother, soldiers have 
come to kill pigeons, they will kUI me/’ This brought on fever. We 
left the house, but the fright did not leave her. She died on the 
eighth day. 

If i)y aocideiiii any passer-by came to onr bam% he was not peranttod 
«ven to return. He was made to crawl on hk belly anl if Lie eoiild 
not do it, he was kicked 'an i beaten with rides. ! saw tkii iiiy^elf. 

They threw bricks into our houses and never oared if they 
hurt any body, I saw the Sagging of boys. I cannot describe whit 
■I: felt,-' 
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T/ie datement of Uttam Devi, of Korimwalh Wdl Imie^ 
Amritsar. 


5fly house is in Koriaiiwalla wall lane, five or seven houses fiirther 
than ivootishai'ii. We did uot leave the house for eight days when the 
golciers were there* All out mm and some 'of onr'^obildren Vwh. out* 
Some oliildren were in the hoaae*,y:For'' ei^ht 'W 'dii, hot ’"go' pnt 
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•^ven to buy vegetables. One day, our JJifuari who bringl wate to oir 
house came early in the morning at 5-30. She had a very young baby 
whom she had left at her house. Poor girh she did not know, that 
that guards were posted that day and she had to remain in our holl^o 
the whole day. In those hot days, we and our children remained with’** 
out water for days. 

Near the entrance of our lane, some boys were flogge L Their 
■dies,:®*' Oh mother, I am dead' reached even our house. We closed 
all doors to shut out the cries, but did not succeed* Our servant, 
Buland, saw through the sky light that a boy was tied and flogged. 
He vas unbound.^ and some medicine given to him, and again bound and 
flogged. It was horrible. The trouble that the women 
through is beyond description. Our men were out and so 
children also were out^ and we heard fearful cries the whole day. We 
cooked nothing in the day, but only a little at night for the children* 
and servants. 
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The statement of Moulvi Oholam JilanI, son of Mian Gkolam 
Qadtr Kashmiri^ aged 32, Deed Writer and Imaina of 
Masjid, in Katra Garba Singh, Amritsar^ 


The 9ih of April was the Earn Naumi day. The Mohammadant 
of Amritsar had decided to take part in this festival to give expression 
to the growing feeling of unity between the two commuoities. I tool: 
a prominent part in the festival. I raised some money and got np a 
^ swung * which consisted of 15 boys, dressed tip in coats and tronsor.^ 
which I borrowed from a band shop, to make them look like Bajawallai 
each with a Turkish cap on his head. This was done to make it clear 
that it was a party of Mohammadans. At 4 p. m., I proceeded with 
the party from Ohowk Chintpuroi throngh some of the Bamrs, and 
joined the Ram Naumi procession in the Namak Maudi, and then 
remained with the procession till the celebration was over. 

I was a temporary Cattle Inspector for a cattle fair, i was busy 
with my work at the fair and have no personal knowledge of what took 
place on the lOthof April. I was also on duty the whole of iht 
:11th and the 12th, as also till 2 p. m. on the IMh April, whm 
^police officers cam© to the Cattle Pair and made the people leave th# 
^plac© and close the fair. There were about 5 or 6 thousand persona at 
'•‘the fair on that day. I left at 2 p. m. as the fair came to an end* 

Ob my way home, I had to pass Jalhanwalla Bagh. 1 saw mimy 
people entering the Bagh. I also -entered the garden. 1 had not leari 
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-#f any meeiiog, bat^ when I "wmt 'fat .I.hmd BrmngBmenk bad Iwdii 
'iwftfafor iha bolding of a meating. "Tbe mooting begaa at nbomt 4 
■p, tti* After a short time,/! saw 'an aeroplane* After iotne, limt, 
.'■soldiers oame# Then many persons were shot clown. I mi towards a 
wall and fell on a mass of dead and wounded persons* Many others fell 
on me*., Many of those who fell on me, wore Iiil and died» There 
was a heap of the dead and w'oimded overs ‘aiider and all arotiod mt* 

I Mt snffoeated. I tlionglit 1 was going to die* I oimnoti romember 
how I iitaaaged to exiricate myself whan the firing c(3ased« I crept 
out and then fled. When I reached the street, fresh nir gave me 
fioBie relief and then 1 ran homewards, and reached my house aboiM 
the avonitig. Tuere T fainted. 

The 14rb and the 15th passed off fjuietly. Oil the moriiiog 
of the Ifithj a cuiiBtable, who is a Brahm^in, cuine to my shop^ and 
"took me with him* When wo reached tho (.fhoTik Baba Sahib, 1 found 
a few more consttibles and a Head (joiishibloj Wadhava Sioglij waiting 
for me. Tiioj took me throogli the Chimk Baba Sahib, and after 
passing the CJliouk they arrested me^ and took me to the Police 
Sbitioii. Oil rcaehiog the Kotwali, 1 onqrimri of Abdullabj 
Bub Inspector, about the cbargjo against me. 1:1© abused me in 
Tetorn, and Bliagwaii Singh, Head OonstaMe, gave mo a slap. I 
remained for fall four days and nights in t!io Police lock-up from the 
, l^tli of Aprih III the evening of fh© 4th day, the same Brahman ctn*. ^ 
''stable took mo out o! the lock-up to the National Bank. Thera I flmhi' 
many men umler nrrest. Then Inspector . Abdullah Told, me 1... ..oonld. ' 
^on|ider myself released, but that I must try to get rich and 
“’persons arrested. Then I was allowed to go home. On the 
"lliri day, I was arrested and taken to Inspector, Jawahar LaL Jawahai 
Lai ordered m© to be put in the lock-up, and I was kept oonfinod 
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me to the iock-up, telling mo that lie wonl ! see mo tlio next 
morniiig. 

Two more Jays, howeTCr, passed in this auil I remained in the 
lock-up. It wiis the tliird day, when I was again taken to Jawaliar Lai 
by a gqiiiiit-oyed constable, %Yhos 0 name was stdd to be Kosar Singh* 
iProm there 1 was taken to the GUwuli Gate police lines# Jawali«!,IA| 








went in a phaeton* Kesat Singh and two armed mmumum %Qm mn m 
‘''taotW carriage* 'They' bafin to Ijoat mo vitboiii miiig iiii|lliiiif.;/ 
■ They beat and beat me till I passed iiTiiie* Tiion iliey eaiiae-d roy iTOtiiiivrt 
to be put off, and beat me seToraly with shoos and a c:i!ie. I cried out, ^ 
and asked W'hat they wanted from me* U|iO!i tliis, I was iibiismi iiwi 
beaten agaiiij and asked to' become * All rigiiC I told iliciin I tiki iwt 
understand wkit they wanted. Kesiir Singliaiid ilii* Hi!!i4iiS|ic?ctiir shook 
.me by the beards and said that I must name Hail-iidfliii Kilcliicofi : 
Bashir, Di% Satynpal and Badnil Ibiikni and otlians it' 1 w .und n.. e 
released* 1 said, I was not acf|miintefl with any one ot 
persons, although 1. had known sonio of them by sight* , At thk, 
beat me again, till I became senseless* After iomf time^ 
regained consciousness, I was taken back to the Klotwali* .Thet# 'IP 
•remained till about 4 p* m- Then Ke»a^ Singh took me back to tfie 

8 e Lko' at Gilwali Gate, where^ shortly afterwards, Jawaliar Lai 
il^e’ same Snh ■ Inspector came with the boys who formed my 
.''in.' the Ram Naumi- ■ procession^ and asked me if 1 'hfid mi. 
' them money, and thus induced them to dress themselves ai 
ish Oonstables, for taking part in the Ram Nanmi procession*': 
1 it was absolutely false. On this, Kesar Singh again took nm 
her room and beat me severely. Nut content with that^ h 

, : While' this' waS: /being, done, llaji Shamas-inh 
lik Shah, Mohamedi Sufi^-Hafizi Ghulam Hassan, Ghuiam 
Ahmad Shah and several others were present* I could not bear ^ 
agony and became unconscious. When I regained conscioosness, I entreat- 
ed them to spare me, and said that 1 would do whatever they wanted 
'm , epe to do. It was about-, night time.: then, and on my erjtre-jfiog' 
^them, they allowed me ' to go home, to take my meals, acconij'fruiSedl 
two constables who remained sitting outside my house. Wlieii I 
finished my meal, they took me to the Police Station. Wlioii I 
reached the Police Station, I was seated outside the room of Sanlaf 
Sukha Singh, which wus in the library, and I was gu.^rded hj a 
police guard. I was, however, allowed to go to the mosque of 
Jan Mohammad, accompanied by a constable, to say my prayer* 
This mosque is a few yards from the library. Having fioislied my 
prayer, I came back. At night, I wm taken to the Town IMl 
verandah, where, I had to sleep on the bare floor in a narrow spacf 
between two cots. The next morning, they asked me if I rememlju-red 
the previous day’s talk, to which 1 replied that I remembered it^ but. 
I would rather risk my life than make a false statement '^%ilitngly„ 
Upon this, the Sub Inspector poured forth a volley of abuse upoB- 
me* After some time, they took me again to tlio Polio© Station# 



Ararltijif^Ko. ,134 comW. 


Kesar Singli came to me, ftnd.a^le^to mo very politely tlmh I 
;‘'i v.'^was a poor man, atid that I AooU ^aot ^ fun the risk of boirig hungotL 
< > farther Haid that I should accept whatever tlioso people said, and 

; i.iI -fS^Oald write out a staterneni to dictation, and get roliKHod and go 
, / i 'hoine« Ho even went to the length of saying that ho woul i got my 
sons good posts, and that 1, a poor muii, would oju'ii iifo-!o»g 
honouf and respect, if I would only accept v.hot they said ; other- 
wise, I would be hanged. I knew in those days the , police 
could do anything. Repeated threats of hanging was too much 'dr me, 
and 1 yielded. Ho promised to release me. Jlo said tliufc tho police did 
not want ine. if they wank’d to hang mo, all tiu.y liad to do was t'l place 
one j.k’co of mnstiii in my honso, and that would be (juito sufficient to 
get mo hanged,, lie ond'-d by s-ayiiig thatho wouli mkio m'> a witness. 
Chaudhries, Mohommad ilam/sao, Trabl! Dial and Ph- Rukl -li said tho 
, same thing, Tboa Chaudhri Pir I5a';];,-:b also said, “diil;© 11 statement in 
,jd‘'(/a^}Oordancvj with what we toil yoa reg.-.r ting < s if r. i-diu Ivitchio-, 
<’* I’'*' Doctor Satyapal, Dr. Bashir Ahmed, Kotu .‘.ird, Badral- Islam and 
.1 I ;i,,Dhulam Nabi, and you will become a free min.'’ Then I was 
hypnght to tho Kotwuli, and Jawahar Lai edied Bullri Siiijli and 
;■ hi private, and afterward.s coming to me sail, Now you 

,‘ .h»yet«ome round,” and taking a paper ha hegnu writing. He was 
' ;,''||i#iritiog himself, but he was getting every thing confirmed by me 
were. In short, he went on writing on two or throe sheets 
regarding meetings of the 7th and the 8th of April and’:%, 
BariSa/s of dist March and 8th April. After some time, a man w Iff ' 
; . Spectacles and dressed in a black coat entered the room and sat on the 
'“P sheeis of paper and addressing me, ho said, “Are 
^NSp&.|;onr statements.” I said, “No Sir.” He again asked, “Are these 
'your signatures ? ” I answered, “ Yes Sir.” At this, he scolded me and 
' ‘‘.You have already made your statement and now you want to 

f ’ deny. I shall at once send you to jail.” Up to that time, I did not. 

■. know who he was. Then Jawahar Lai came there. Kcs:ir Siimh 
whispered in my ear that the gentleman was a Magistrate, 

. and that I should make the same statement before him. I again 
hesitated,, and Jawahar Lai abused mo. The Magistrate also abused 
' ■ me. Then he said, men like Kitchlew should lie hanged. On my 
' “ refetol to sign the statement. Inspector .Jawahar Lil took me out 
. told me that unless I signed, I would bo chullaned in one 

of the Bank murder cases. Out of fear, I made the S!im6 state- 
ment to him. The police officers were satisfied. Jawahar Lai began 
to treat me in a rather hospitable manner. Sakha Singh saw me, 
and was kind enough to sav that I need not a.* »II. 





f«ra«tsaid&at he would help me in all 

no feat. When the statement bad been copied ont and I had s^e4 

I' I was allowed to take my meal from my sons. After a few 

mbntes, I was let off on the condition that I shonid present myself at 

the police station. I then went home. il,» 

Before I had signed the statement, I availed myself of he 

opportunity to see Mr. Gholam Yaseen, Bar-ai-Law, 

to him how the police had oppressed me, and I showed hnnthe 

' After ! was released on coiidilim 

jself at the police station every day, and wHMfi a 

or two, I related the whole of this account of 

siratOj MiaB. KaiBatBudiiif 
Not one of those gentlemen 
I think of what I had to suffer, 
of mine may have to 
four days after giving my 
out of my month, and I 
cut up into pieces, 
delirium. Later 
that they had given up all 
I heard that out of 20 days ot my illness, for 
My family called Hakims; aad 
After 20 days, I was somewhat 
;n could sit on a cot. I was iili 
e evening one day, a poliocmall 


wounds on my body 
presenting m 

day 

Mian Feroz Din, H 
Mian Shamsuddin 
could help me. Even now, when 
I earnestly pray to God that no enemy 
Sttter in the same way. Three or 
statement, I fell very ill. Blood came 
felt, as if the whole of my body had been 
Fever was very high, and I was very often in 
on, I came to know from my relatives 
hope of my 

‘ 15 days I was quite senseless. 

Doctors, and got me treated, 
better, and with the aid of two 

such a condition, that when in _ t 

came and told me that Jawahar La! wanted me, I said nothing. I 
could only look at him in dispair. He tool, pity on me, and 

mv condition went away. Two days after, a constable appear- 
ed to take me to the Police Station. 1 was a little better, but so 
■ weak that it was impossible for me to walk, and so the constable 
left me. After a few days, a constable came again to my house in 
the evening with a document, and called aloud my name. The mem* 
hers of my family told him that I was dangerously ill, and eoiilt! 
not move out. But he said that he had only brought a doctimeni 
to get my signature thereon. Accordingly, he was brought to me, 
and he got my signature on a document to the effect that 1 •‘■.Ivnul 
present myself at the Police Station on the 11th of June to leave 
for Lahore with others. On the following day, the same ton* 
stable appeared again with instructions that I should go to 
the Police Station on the 9th of May at 4 o’clock, as they wore 
all leaving for Lahore on the 10th. I signed the dooumeai. 


life 


im 
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the 9tli in the afternooiii I itotlil for the Police Blatfoa along 
trith my son Q'hokm Hnss&in# -aged 11 years, engaged a turn iuMf 
it to the Polka station and ky down in a garden near 
‘fey* At 4 okloek, I went inside with the help of my son, for I was 
nnable.to walk eIom. I sainted Amir Khanii Soh Iiispecteri wlso 
began to abuse me and said that I was too late, and that all ili«. 
others had left for the Bailway Station. At his order, I, too, left im 
the Railway Station, but, as I was too weak to walk, I had i# 
engage a ium turn to get there, which I did some how, and preseate 
ed myself to the Sub Inspector there. 1 had to bny my ticket. Bui 
before iny son could get my ticket, the train left. 

On the 10th of May, 1919, according to the Police orders, I 
went to Lahore to give my evidence. Bi;ii when I reached Lahore, 
Jawahar Lai told me that I was not to be procinccd before the 
court on that day and asked me to stay there. The following day 
being a holidaj, I was to be produced on the 12th iniy, lilllh 
'As 1 was ill and could not bear to stay at Lahore, I asked for 
permission to rekirn to A,mriisar and told them that I would 
get hack on the They then took me to the C. L D. police 

lines p.iid asked me whether I remembered my statenieiit. I said, 
yci. Then they allowed me to come to Amritsar after getting a 
.promise from me that 1 would appear in the court at Lahore on : 
•ihe 12fch. I appeared regularly in the Court from the liih 
the 18ih of May, 1919, and Iw^asmadc to get up by heart the 

Ahat., was :writtexi before me.-- ■ I was,. . .told - every .day . .that -L 
'f<^||iCl|ci_be produced in the court the same dciy* On the 18th of 
Jawahar Lai and Sukha Singh called me and said, ** Do you 
adhere to your promise? See, you do 1106 say anything cke.’^ I 
:raM,,, I would .abide by mj promise. After tins, my inane was called 
out and I went i:!. I was produced before the Judges. I began 
to siaki the real laets on oath, but the Judges did sot; pay much at- 
tention to wliat I said; rather, they begem scolding me. irhaievcr 
I said, liiey ncitiier heard atientiYely, rcr put down in >,W'‘iUag, 
When they noticed that I bad kept silent, I was ordered ” a out 
and io appear the next day.- When I came ont of the e.mrt room, 
Jawaliar Lai and Sukha Siiigli ordered one coiisiaule to uikc hold 
me. Accordingly, he ran towards !H8 to catch me aud I mn 
away outside, seeing him coining. But he caught hold of me, and 
I was brought before Jawahar Lai and Sukha Siugli. These two 
persons abased and scolded me and then threatened to take 
■my life. I remained gilcnt*. _ Upon this, dawabar Lai slapped 
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and'^sked iHe to go a^ay, HB'titi'g,4hat;I would be dealt with tie 
BOxt day* The mext day,, according to orders, I appeared before 
the Judges. '■ 'Before I appearedTn ’the courts' I saw Deputy _ -Sant 
Ram, in whose, presence the statement ^had_fprcibiy 'been attcsied 
by me. I was ordered to stand beside him.' ' After a few minutes, 
the Judges ordered me to furnish bail of Es. 500, and I was giYCn 
^orer to the police o They took me to the Police Station, ti call'd 
me very roughly, abused me and threatened m.e again and again. 
I furafshed bail and rekirned to Amritsar. Since then, the Police 
liave been, harassing me ’and are still after me, and I have growm 
■.quite' sick of them.' , ' 
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The statement of Hull 5liomas=iid^din, son of 'Mian Qadlr Baksh 
landlord^ Zemindm\ age 45^ resident Katm Karcm 
Suiaiu Amntsar^ 


Jand near Amritsar and several houses 
"■'■M'tfe ' I pay about Es. 1,000 as land revenue, and Es. 2^000 

yasicaiial During the .Martial Law days, I was several times 

called at the Police Station at Gilwali Gate, and so was my nephew, 
;'■ Abdul: Aziz.- 'The Police wanted us to give evidence in the Martial 
:':'Law", ' Cases. 'Once, I was. called, there along with my nephew. 

.vmre, sitting outside in the . yard and there were several 
..: 0 .ther persons also. In one' of the rooms, there were several polico* 
v;ine,n-'''an.d'.v.offieers, I distinctly 'remember, Jawahar .Lai Inspector 
there. I can identify the. other also. Jawaliar Lsl directed li'O 
policemen to take Ghulam Jilani' inside and manage him. After*- 
wards he 'also went' .in. The Rolicemen beat Ghulam " Jiluiii 
.■ mercilessly*. / I., saw wdth my own eyes one of the policemen driving 
■ a wooden stick into his anus. , Eis series were most heart-' rimding? 
and could be heaid even at some distance. A lady in Biwijn vei!) 
was outside. On bearing his cries, she began to raise a hue and 
cry. ^ The policemen, outside, .drove her away from there 'brolally. 
,,:.>At the , same time, ' ..the policemen were also treating one Kliair Dili 
in the same manner. They drove a stick into his anus alse. He 
was in a most 'pitiable,' condition. I saw his urine and t\?icreta 
' coining out. All of us who were. 'outside were told by the Police 
that those who did not give evidence would be treated like that* 
The,, police, had: no fear of .God. or / .man in those.,' -days.- .'.We ■' 'Wei%- 
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Hiea ^skccl to go away aftii come^lheaext raoraing* I w^as greatly . 
friglitened after seeing the ooadi.tioB o£ Q'bnlaitt tfilani and Kliair 
Din. I went to Lai Mohammad/aiid -toid him to arrange for me 
somehow. Lttl Mohammad managed it. Alter I wan not 
given any ibotc trouble. I learnt .siibseqneiitb/ that Ivlmir Din 
sever recovered from his injuries and died a- few "days ago. 


im 

Tke statement of Hafi« Ghoiain liassan^ son of Pir jUmad 
HasBiifn Atian { Indm^i A!edicine and 'perfumery ) seller 
hrj^^n il fPid^q Pahlwau Aloique^ age 3iS^ reiukrd 
of liaira MaMymdiian' Moholla^ 

ICimduiran. A7nri tsa}\ 

. ' I was taken to tlie Gilwali Police Station to depose 
against Gholaiii Jik-iai I was present there tliroiigliOiit^ when 
Gholam Jiiani was iorkired by the Police, fits cries were most 
‘heart-rending. I heard Jawahar Lai ordering Kesar Binglij con- 
liable, to drive a stick into Gholam JiiunPs aims. He did it_ 
most brutally. All the time, the police were asking him to be- 
come all right and give evidence as they %vaiit8d. Ai the aa-me 
time, Kliair Din was also similarly treated. He did not recover, 
from Ms injuries and died a few* days ago. 
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’ T/m statejnent of Plr Aiimad 5haii, son of Pir llasid Shah^ 
age 55^ MercMmt^ Bmar Kamharan^ Katra 
Emn Gharmn, Amritsar^ 


I know Motilvi (Tholam Jilani Yeiw welL I am aware that 
Goliim JIIaBi w’as arrested by the police and taken to the. lock-up 
for the third time. As my sob, Hafiz Q-holarn Hcissan, was also 
arrcsiecl imd taken to the loek-iip, I followed iam» Many others 
_ were arrested. There were many men who were brought .there *' 
to'iay that they had given subscriptions to Gliolam Jilani for a 
' Suwiff (show). Those who refused to say so wore beaten» ’ 

Shortly after, (ihokm Jikiii w^as taken inside the Police Barrack ' ' 

and then W6 beard his heart-rending cries. Haji Sliamas Din , 

and others were also present. About an hour after, Gholam Jilani. ' ' y- ■ 
was brought oni We all saw his injuries. His clothes were fp;llL - , 
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of blood. He could not walk. He was dragged, put in a carriage^ 
and taken to the Kotwali. 

I, along with others, saw Khair Din severely beaten by the 
police in the open Bazar. He, too, was taken to the Gilwali 
Police Station, and was badly tortured. Khair Din never recov* 
ered from his injuries and died a tew days after. I have heard ilic 
statement of Gholam Jilani, It is absolutely correct. 

iss 

The statement of Mohammad, son of Buta^ Grocer^ 

age 40^ resident Katrci Ramgarkia, Amriisar* 


I was also one o! those persong who were taken by the police 
to the Gilwali Police Post, and ordered to depose against Gholam 
, Jilani about subscription* We knew nothing about it. I saw 
,, myself Gholam Jilani being most brutally tortured by the Police 
inside the barrack. Jawahar La! ordered Kessar Singh to push a 
' stick into his anus, which he did most brutally. Gholam Jilani’g 
cries were very heart-rending and could be heard a long way. 

, , Din was also similarly treated, ■ He never recovered 

from his injuries and died alew days ago, 

' ' 130 ■ ' 

■ ThQ:statewmit of xizk. Sufi Bakar^ 

agc .40^ resident, KatraRamgafkia^- Amritsar^ ’ ' 



My two boys, AsaduIIa and " Abdulla, were urrested :ir: 
eonneetion with the Sam Naumi 'Stcang (showO. As the boj« 
w’^ere not at home vfhen the Police came, they arrested me and 
took me to the Gilwali Police Station alo^ with Gholam Jilani* 
There, several others and I were left out, but Gholam Jilani wai 
taken inside the barrack, and very shorly after, the police began 
to beat him brutaliy and iris cries were piercing. They beat him 
mercilessly. Jaw^ahar Lai, Sub Inspector ordered a constable, 
whose name I learnt was Kesar Singh, to drive a sidck into 
Gholarii Jilaiii^s anus. Kesar Singh did so most brutaliy* All 
the time, the policemen were asking Gholam Jilani to become 
pliant and give the evidence they wanted him to do. 

On the same day, Khair Din was also similarly treated. 
His condition was very bad. He did not recover from Ms in- 
juries and succumbed to them Iasi week. .. ' 
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140 

The statement of Mian Qamar Uddin Khan, aged 51 years, 
son of Mian Abdulla Khan, landlord and house 
proprietor, Amritsar. 

I possess land near Amritsar and several houses in the town. 
I pay Rs. 117 as income tax. I have known Monlvi Gholam 
•Tilani, son o£ Monlvi Gholam Qidir fora longtime. During 
rtie Martial Law days, he was taken in custody by the Police. Im- 
mediately after his reiease, he met me and complained bitterly 
of torture by the police. He went to my house and showed me 
his injuries which were very severe. He was in a very bad condi- 
tion and it was with extreme difiSculty that he could manage to 
walk even a few paces. He related to me the whole story. I 
have heard his statement today. It is absolutely correct in the 
particulars referring to me. 


141 

The statement of Gholam Qadir, son of Aziz Chowdri^ aged 
21 years^ Toopgar^ Kashmiri^ Katm Garh% Singk^ Amritsar^ 


Dming the third week of April, when Dhali was arrested, 
8nb Inspector Amir Khan, with two sergeants and constables, came 
to my place and asked me where the looted property was. He beat 
me severely, when I expressed my ignorance. He wanted the key 
of our house, which was with my mother who had gone ont. He 
broke open the lock and entered the house and made a search. 
Nothing was discovered in our house. I was then arrested and 
brought to the Gilwali Gate, police station, where I was given 'a 
most cruel beating on my reSusil to name Chahga and Habib as 
members of the mob, who were alleged to have burnt and looted 
the Bhagtanwala Railway Station.- There were about 8 or 9 men, 
besides myself, who were subjected to police torture. My turban 
was taken off and my hands w^ere tied with this turban, and I was 
suspended to a tree and was given severe beating. I remained 
suspended there for about ten minutes and then was taken down. 
On refasal to name Chahga and Habib, I was subjected to cruel 
torture* I saw Peera Gujar lying flat on the ground, and a Haval- 
dar, whom I know by face, pushed a stick into his anus in the pre- 
Bence of Sub Inspector , Amir Khan. ^ He cried piteously all '.'the 
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time bat the police showed no mercy. For fall thrw days and 
nic^hk we were not allowed any food, daring which period we were 
sahjeoted to police torture. I was released after hve days. 

. ^ ' 142 . , 

The state-mat o/Miraj Din, son oj R unzani, ageJ 2-) >jmrs, 
Barber, Katra Garba Sin^h, Amritsar, 

During the third week of April, I was arrested by Sub 
Inspector Amir Khan, who searched my house, but nothing waf 
foand I was taken to the ailwali G.ate Police Station and was, 
given a scTere beating. While I was being tortyed, Gholam 
Qadir and Dhali were brought there and subjected to a si mi a r 
treatment. I was asked to name Chahga, Habib and others w io 
were alleged to have burnt and looted the Bhagtanwala Railway 
Station. There were about ten persons who were being tortured 
like myself. My turban was taken off, and with my hands tied with 
it I wL suspended to a tree and given a severe beating. I remained 
suspended there for about ten minutes aud then was taken down. 
On my refusal to name Ohahga. Habib and others, I was again put 
to torture. I saw Peera Gujir horribly beaten by the police. 
He was made to lie flat on the ground and a stick was pushed into 
his anus in Sub Inspector Amir Khan’s presence. He could not 
bear it and cried out piteously. After seven days, I was released. 
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T!ie siatement of Kanshi Ram, son of Phlloo, aged 32 years, 
Jamadar, Railway Goods Godown, residing at the Itovse of 
the late B. Gopal Dass, Goternment Pleader, 

JDhdb Khatikan, Amritsar. 

In the second week of April, my brother, Malla, Jamadar of 
the Goods Shed, was arrested by the police and taken to the BagaeU 
garden of Chandar Bhan Vatta Mai, near the house of Lala Sant 
Ram. When I went there, I saw my brother being severely beaten 
by the police under Amir Khan, Sub Inspector’s instructions. He 
was allowed to go at night. When I went to see him at Bawa 
Narain Singh, pleader’s place, where he used to live, he told me 
that the police wanted him to make a confession that he had 
murdered the platform Inspector, or name somebody else as having 
done the same. On his refusal to make a false confession, or to 
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implicate any innoccEt person, he was'seirerely heaten. He told me, 
he 'Wfts made to lie flit on the belly and kicked sc merely* He was 
■also made to lie down iat on the floor, with the hands stretched 
under the legs of a bed-stead, on which 3 or i persons nsed to sit, 
and was beaten soundly. He told me that he had received an iitjiirj 
ill his belly, which I found quite black and swollen. For foil three 
days, he was made to go to the police in the morning and return 
at night. Every night, I used to attend to Iris injuries, when 
he related to me all the details of his daily torture. On the 5th 
day, at about 8 A.M., I learnt that my brother 'had jumped into a 
weii, and had been taken out and removed to the Railway Police 
Station. I proceeded there, and found him hdng in the veraiidali, 
covered with a blanket. I renioved him to the house of B. G-opal 
Dass and sent for Dr. Bansi Dhar. My brother told me that, ibat 
morning, he was put to horrible torture and as he could not bear 
it, he attempted suicide. Dr. Bansi Dhar treated him for about 
15 day 3 , when he was removed to Bawa Naraiii Singh’s house. 
Dr, Munshi Ram attended on him for about 3 days, iv'lien my 
brother died. 
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Tke-siatement of KIrpa Ranij son of Lala Emnji Eass^ affe 45^ 
cleo^rinff and forwarding agents remlent Katm Farfa^ 

. . Awiritsa7\ 


1, along with other brokers, was called by the police at the 
'■AitchlsonPark on the 16th of April in connection with the investi- 
gation of the murder of the European platform Inspector. 

I was threatened by the Sub Inspector and the Head Coiisiable 
in charge of the investigation to tell if I knew/ anything about the 
murder. I cculd tell nothing as I did not know anything, because 
I was at my house from the 16th, as the whole 

business at the. .station/ was closed, I was then’"'"frlSfci^ 
my ear by having to pass my hands tiirou| 
while in a sitting posture for about 15 minutes, and was also 
kicked by the policemen, Afterw^ards, I was kept standing in the 
hot sun for about two hours, and was given permission to go home 
■at about 7 p.m. 

"•From this day, I was ordered to be present every day in- the 
■park from 7^^ a.m, till 7 p,m,, without being allowed to, go, for my 
meals even* ' After 8 days, I was not called again* ^ ... . Vv'. 
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; My son, Hiralal, aged 24, who works wiih me, was also sam- 
moned with me daily. In addition to the treatment meted oat to 
me, he was most severely heaten by the police daily before mo, and 
sometimes, he was taken to a separate hoase nearby, and was 
mercilessly beaten and kicked there. My son kept crying all night 
on acconnt of the pain caused by the injuries received. I, however, 
was released. 

I saw Malla daily being mercilessly beaten by the police there. 
He cried piteously and being thus regularly ill-treated, one day, he 
ran away from the hands of the police and tried to commit snici 
by jumping into a well. The police did not do anything to save him. 
He was then taken out of the well by ether people there, and was 
again carried to the police station by the police. Shortly after, he 
died of the injuries and wounds received at the hands of the police. 
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The statement 0/ Putan Chand, son of Lala Tkakar Das^ aged 
28 tjears^ Goods Forwarding Agent^ residing at 
B* Marian Singh^ Pleader^ s kouse^ near 
Aitekison Park^ Amritsar. 


1. alorg with some other clearing and forwarding agents, wa^ 
summoned by the police at Aitchison Park on 16th April, in con-* 
nection with the investigation of the murder of the Railway Platform 
Inspector. Sub Inspector, Amir Khan and Head constables, Kesar 
Singh and Jhanda Singh were there. We were made to stand in 
the sxin, and sit on the ground and to catch onr ears like school 
children by passing onr arms round onr legs. For 2 days, we were 
called in the morning and let off at night. We were beaten daily 
and humiliated in other ways, Malla, Goods Jamadar, was als© 
badly tortured in sT^anda Singh and Kesar Singh 

used to at a time and ask himrH^- killed the 

Bergfaff 

On or about the 4th day, we were taken to the garden of 
Ohaader Bhan Vatta Mall, one by one. There, every one was 
stripped practically naked and was made to He down on the ground. 
A fat heavy weighted sergeant sat on the back and another beat ub 
with shoes on the arms. Whoever was heaten was made to sit on a 
ikarta (platform) some 20 or 30 yards away. After me, some fonr 
persons were called and handled in the same way. The next day. 
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I yM called into a Kotkri (room) sitnated in that garden, and Kesar 
Singh and Jhanda Singh were inside. They asked me to tell them 
who killed the sergeant. On my replying, “ I say trnely, I know 
nothing”, one of them said, “Bring a burning coal and place it on 
his hands.” One of them went outside and brought a burning 
coal after 2 or 3 minutes. My left wrist was seized and the coal 
placed on the left hand palm. It remained there for a couple of 
minutes and I began to swoon. Then they took off the coal, and 
again asked me to tell them who had killed the sergeant. After 
that, I was made to sit separate. I was called there for 4 days 
more and was then released. My hand still bears the mark of the 
horrible torture (Shows the marks). 
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The itatmant o/Jiwan Singh, son of Sunder Singh, caste Arora, 
age 40 to 45 years. Shopkeeper, Confectioner, Khapar 
Khan Village, Tehsil, Amritsar. 

During the Martial Law days, some eight days after the 
Baisakhi Fair, on my return to ray village from Amritsar City 
Natha Singh, Sofaid Posh (of the C.I.D), came to me, and said that 
he had orders to take me to the Police Station. I accompanied him 
and was produced before a Sikh Police Inspector. The Inspector 
took me into a iLothri (room), and wanted me to give evidence to 
the effect, that the seven persons who were there under arrest 
(viz. Banta Singh, Asa Singh, Maghar, Mahiya, Gahun, Ifatha 
Singh, and Banta) conspired at my shop to remove the Bailway 
Line. I said, this was false. The Inspector, however, urged me to 
state this, and when I definitely refused, he pulled me by the beard 
and gave me Wows, and then made me over to the constables to 
“ put me right . I was then made to crawl on my belly with 
arms folded at the back, over clods of earth in a rough field from 
8 A.M. to 4 P.M. I was kicked and struck with sticks, whenever^ 
used my arms or stopped even for a minute. I was bleeding from 
injuries, the marks of which can still be seen on my body When 
I felt thirsty, I was refused water. After four days of confinement 
and ill-treatment, I was let off. After eight days, I was again 
arrested, and kept confined for four months. After that I w 
released by Mr. Puckle, without any evidence being' given against 
me. Mangal Singh, son of Sham Singh, was treated hj the Polioe 
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in the same way* He, ion, was made to crawl on his billy. Bit 
he siccambed to the pressire, and agreed to bcmoiiic a proseemtion 
witness, and made the same nntrie statement wliiefi I had refused 
to make. His eviclenac, however, was so worililess lliat Mr. Poeklc 
eveieased. all the ' acensed. 
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The. siatment 0/ BaIocha:i, daughter of ^atlmng X-n I'ditai, Rum 
Magh Gate, Katra Shair Singh. Am.ntmr. < . n, . 


with, otUors, 



■1 


During the Martial Law days, X, along 
arrested and taken to the Police Station. Ihey aBko^.. W W 
up the looted property o£ the Bank. Panna, Eakhi, and Bani 
were also told the same. We aU-were most indecently treated. I 
asked to take off my trousers which I had to do under 
Police pressure. My sister, Iqbal an, was subjected to the same 
treatment. All the policemen laughed and enjoyed this. We 
were allowed to go home at about 10 in the night, but called again 
at 6 in the morning. This continued for about five days. At 
times, sticks were pushed into our vagina. We all were beaten 
with cane and abused constantly. We were then allowed to go 

home after we were made to pay the following sums : 

Balochan Es. 40, Rani Rs. 20, Rakhi Rs. 20, and Iqbalaa 
Panna, and my sister, Perozan, paid Rs. 40 ; and several other 
girls wore made to pay different sums. We all paid the above 
sums to constable Sundar and Havaldar, Fazal. 

iVoie:— The above statement of Balochan was read over to Tinni, 
Panna and Rakhi, and they admitted the same to be absolutely 

correct, and in token thereof they affixed their thumb impressions 

io the same* 
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The statement 0 / Malik Abdull Hai, eon of Malik Ahmad 
Ullah, aged 20 years, ^ merehant of Pashmina, Katra 
Sahiman^AmTusGLT* 


Nearly one month after the Martial Law had been declared in 
Amritsar, one day, I received a telegram from the Superintendent 
Police in the office of the accountant General, Lahore, whew I 
was working. It asked me to proceed to Amritsar by * tl^e 
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train- and meet tlia Snparintendent of Police there* Accordingly, 
I went to the Amritsar Polfee Station, where I met Asliraf Khan, 
who made me o¥er to the care of Jawahar Lai, Inspector, (1 L !)-» 
He tempted me with hopes of reward and of incre.rnants in my 
pay to induce me to giro false eyidanee against Dr. Kitclilew* 
When I refused, he threatened me to inclwie me among the 
accused on the ground that I often used to go to Dr. Kitehlew. 
Afterwards, Mian ITi:?;am-Bd-Din, Contractor and Honorary 
Magistrate, and Klnni Bahadur Sheikh Gholam Sadiq, First Class 
Honorr. rf Magistrate came there and had ihelr statemenig 
jccorde;]. K. B* Gliolam Sadiq went away after giving his 
statciiKniiu At that time, I was weeping as I was being hard 


pressed by jjiii to te?I lies. Main Kizain Din saw me 

, weeping. After a s’nort time, he too left the pluce. The 

i' Inspector said to me that I had better say wluit lie wtiiiieii me 
t^gay, L c., ffive false midmee; else, he wouhi at once get tv/o witiiesaes 
’‘'against me from tdie policemen of the station, testiiying that I iinil 
.vS hand in the hank case. Furthermore, I would be kept in custody 
lini/ flogged. lOiawaJa Mohammed Husain, w'ho was with Jawahar 
aided me of the authority of the police. He also pressed 
-testify against Dr. Kitchlew.. :'. He'said, it wmuld be to mj 
hadvantaga, as well as to his. I still refused. ..At last at about 
. 3 p» m., Jawahar Lai took me to the adjoining room where, he 

began to thrash me mercilessly. He repeated that if I did not' 

give false eyidensc, I would be sent to Jail where I would be 
thrashed daily. Eventually, I yielded and said I was ready to 
4||i46 evidence against Dr. Kitchlew. He brought me into the 
other room and had the statement recorded. I began writing 
to his dictation. When he came'ti' the manufacture of bombs, I 
stopped and refused to write- . -further. J awahar Lai again 
threatened me and I yielded. I wrote down ivhatever he dictated.. 
At the conclusion of the statement, Jawahar Lai -read it oat to 
me three or four times, and asked me if I had committed the 
whole statement to memory. I was then taken into the room 
where, in the presence of an Englishman, I repeated the whole 
thing. Where I made any mistake, I was corrected by Jawahar 
Lai who stood by me with the original statement in his hand* At 
last, the whole business came to an end, and I was permitted to go 
home at 4-30 p. m. Afterwards, I was summoned before ih© 
.Martial Law Court at Lahore. = •. 
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I made up my mind io tell the truth. I told the truths 
Prior to my being called, I used to be threatened by the police ia 
all sorts of -ways. I submitted before the Judges how 1 had 
been harassed by the police to giye false eiridence- When I 
finished my deposition, I came out. The Naib Court arrested 
me and was about to lead me to the police room, when I 
screamed out. Thereupon, a few barristers, who were then 
present in the Court in connection with the case, among whoui 
were Mr. Mukand Lai Puri and Mr. Hasan and others came on the 
scene. Having freed myself from the grip of the Naib Court, I 
mmediately told the Judges the whole story. The freii 
Judge ordered me to proceed home by another rente. I ha 
ever since been shadowed by the Police. 
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The joint statement of 13 'prominent merchants of Old Cloth Market 
Katra Ahluwalian^ Amritsar ; — 

1. Dhani Ram Amolak Ram. 

2. Sahib Dyal Ram Dass. 

3. Kirpa Ram Tara Ohand. 

4. Gokal Ohand Sana Ram. 

5. Bakshi Ram Divan Chand. 

6. Hardyal Durga Datia. 

7. Hardyal Bhar Ohand. 

8. Ram Ratan Radha Keshar 

9. Moti Ram Sohan LaL 

10. Dinanaih Bania. 

11. Basant Mall Keshav Ram. 

12. Nichal Chand Baldeo Dass. 

13. Babu Radha Kishan. 

Among the many inhuman events that occurred in the Mairial 
Law regime, we, the merchants of the Old Oloih Market 
Amritsar, beg io narrate our unfortunate experiences during liie 
period * — 

A few days after the 13th of April, some policemen visited onr 
market, and after recording names of “Pandies” (coolies), took 
them to the Police Station. Just after a detention of sbont 5- 
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ihey were let out at about $ " o^eloek in the 6Te»iagf with 
..'am order to report themseiTaa agaia the meit moraimg with their 
^ employers. The next day> we the employers presemted omrselTes 
. at the Police Statiom early im the mornings and had to pass the 
^ whole day there, except for an imterral of 2 hours from 12 to 
:2 p* m., during which interral, we were allowed to go home for 
onr meals. The coolies had to be there the whole day. Im the 
evening, we were let off, but ordered to reappear next day at 
11 a, m. The next day passed off in the same way. On the third 
day, we were asked to give the names of those who led the mob 
OB the 10th of April. 

Two days later, armed police arrived and took ns and other 
proprietors of the shops to the Police Station. We were then 
asked to bring all the employees in the shops, inclnding boys, 7 and 
8 years old, who work as apprentices. Then, we were asked i© 
name the person or persons who killed the Manager of the Alliance 
Bank. The officers threatened ns, saying that unless the names 
were forthcoming, we would find ourselves in great difficulty. We 
conld net give the required information, as we had no knowledge. 
This annoyed the officers very much, and we had to pay the penalty 
of being made to sit on bare ground, and in the burning rays of 
the sun for full 5 hours. 

At about 8 p. m., we were allowed to go away, but told to 
attend our shops next day at 7 a. m. instead of 11 a. m. (which 
was the usual time) with all our employees. We did so, and at 
8 a. m., Sardar Sukha Singh came into the Market, and as many 
people did not salam him, not knowing who he was, he got very 
angry. Armed police were called, and all of us including all the 
occupants of the shops, were driven like cattle to the Police 
Station, where the whole lot were made to sit near the latrines 
in the burning sun. Boys of abont 8 and 10 years of age were 
* separated. We do not know what was done to them. At 12 in 
the noon, whon we said we were hungry, we were allowed to get our 
food there, and to bathe, if necessary, with dirty water there. But, 
as we could not do so from religious scruples, we had to remain 
without food the whole day. The intense heat, hunger, and thirst 
were simply unbearable. We were not released till 8 p. m. 
Among those who were made to suffer in this way, there were some 
' who had contributed large sums of money to the War Loan and who 
may several thousands of rupees as Income Tax. 
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The statement of Mr. Hanchar L. 

a Trustee of ike T 


I am an M. A. fPnnjab), and a b. A. (t.'-a.i 
and a member o£ tbe Syndicate o'.' ilm Punjab 
Bar-at-Law. I was, formerly, a Eoundation bci 
College, Cambridge, and among other aoademi 
the Government c£ India Scholarship of the I 
Gohden Prize and Whewell International bchoi 
.hiWge University, McMahon Law Stndenship < 
bridge, and Brotherton Sanskrit Prize ot O' 
' Cambridge. I am a Fellow of the Eoyal Econoi 
Societies, London, and of the American Ssonon 
was, for some years. Principal of the Sandair Gc 


TCner o'l: several ^ ^ 

am a Yice-President of the Punjab Association G.ao--a o , 

the Vice-President of the High Couri^ Lai ^ ..m-i , 

the President of the Forman College Graduates’ G.tion. 

I was arrested on the morning of the ISib of April, a., about. 

7-30 a, m., and taken to the Telegraph Office, whore I was formally 
arrested as a Trustee of the Tribune Newspaper. I was shown no 
warrant of arrest, nor otherwise told what the charge against, me 
was. I was one of the three Trustees of the Tribune, the other two 
being Baja Sir Harnam Singh, K. 0. 1. 1., and Mr. J. C. Ihse, a 
former Vakil practising at Lahore. I had become a Trustee only 
a few months before, in the month of October, 1918. 

On my arrest at my house, I had barely two minutes to take 
leave of my wife and children, and I was given no indication of 
where I was to he taken to be confined. At about 2 p. m., I was 
lemoved by the Police, from the Telegraph Ofliee to the Central 
Vail, Lahore, where after the usual ceremonies at the g^te bfc 
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depositing watch and chain, pencil; loose cash, etc 
the Register by my thnmb impression onl^y, I wa 

cell in the Ward No. 14 o£ the 
condemned prisoners, or those awaiting trial £oi oa 
offences. In this cell, I was supplied after a time 
jail blankets, and two iron basins to eat and drink 

about three hours, 1 was transferred to anothci 1 

known as the Chakkis, i. e., a series o£ cells 

arrangements for grinding corn. I Jo not w 

ly be seen. : All oi 

iide the small cel 
u,ed twice a day. 
in the inoniing to 


it© csIlSj'bBcaiisc ilicy 
other arran^icni^nts were ii 
slinking cartliern vessels, cls' 
this cell, ailovra.l a siioit tim 

Indicated beat oi abont iiilty y , „ _ ^ 

if desired. I had no clothes, but the saU m w*nci 
away from the house, and it was net ti;i Uonda^ 
in the afternoon, I was given a few cloiaos orougl 
when he ctuno to interview me. 

My wife and children had no idea of where i 

till late in the afternoon the day o£ my 
comuiunicutioii with them, except tae ^ x os arc 
send through the Superintendoat oi the . ai 

afternoon* 

On Monday, 21st April, 
at"]aw and my son came 
..allowed to see only one 
^^t'lhe*'' presence of the 
friend. My request fo 
minute’s talk with my son was refused oy 
Gowan. 

On Wednesday, the 23rd, I was kansierred ,o 
Ward, where I was comparatively more comto, 
considerable liberty of movement, andbecause of the i 
and clean lavatory and washing arrangemen s 

* ^ I lived in this Ward till the morning of i 
16th of May. During this period I had, I believi 
interviews with my friends and relatives, one very 
special case, with Kanwar Dalip Singh, as he used 
ly in the Jail, on account of Ms being retaine 


coiifiBeil 
11 owed no 
IS able to 
Saturday 


[nj tricncl, Kanwar Dalip bingn, 
to see loe at the Jail, but as . 
of them, I had a few minutes’ iutoj 
Darogha of the Jail with my Bar- 

the ■ ■■ indtilgeiice, if that it i 

the Super IB ten dent 
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kindness by the Superintendent, with my brother who was ptsiing 
through Lahore- 

Daring the whole of this time, I was given no indication m 
to what the charge or accusation against me was* I was kit in » 
state' of ''Complete uncertainty. , 

As a Trustee of the Tribune, I had taken as a matter of duty, 
considerable interest in the management of the Trust property 
and funds and the general administration of the Maiiagerk de- 
partment. The Trust has always engaged a competent editor, 
who is, under the rules, placed in complete charge of the literiry 
contents of the paper. He is assisted by three Assistants. The 
Trustees, as such, do not write to the paper or control the daily 
writing by ihe Editorial staff, nor could they do so by the very 
nature o£ the Trust. I had, personally, never written a line t# 
the paper on any subject whatever for several years. Of she 
Trustees, I was the junior most, being only of a few month*® 
standing. 

On my release, I was allowed my actual freedom by Mr. T. 
P. Ellis, then legal Remembrancer. I was told nothing as to 
why I was arrested, or kept in Jail for nearly a month. I also 
understood that the order of my release had been then made four 
or five days before, but no reason was given as to why then I was 
kept on as a prisoner in Jail. 

My arrest, it is plain, was not due to any writing of mine in 
the Tribune. It was not justified by any considerations of sup- 
pressing rebellion or agitation, such as are normally appealed to 
for Martial Law action. Long before my arrest, the Tribune 
was under strict censorship, and it could not therefore, do any- 
thing to disturb peace or foment rebellion. Jfothing called for 
my immediate arrest, without an inquiry or investigation as to 
whether I had done anything dangerous or even ordinarily cul- 
pable, and of course, I was threatening nothing. I do not take 
any part in the active life of the town, being almost entirely a 
student so far as professional duties permit. During the many 
and frequent meetings to which the Deputy Commissioner called 
representatives, etc., of the people, I was never called, nor was 
otherwise present. Nor did I attend any of the other meetings 
held by private gentlemen to devise means to stop the HariaL 

In the Jail, I lived the life of an ordinary prisoner. In the 
cells, 1 swept my cell, washed my iron plates. I had to drink 
water out of one of these iron basins, with thick rust settling upom 
ihem the whole time. 
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I learnt during one 0! the interviews allowed me in Jail, 
■that my house was searched after my arrest. It was looked up 
“-within less than three quarters of an hour of my arrest. My wife, 
ran invalid lady, and my children, had to find shelter in the set-- 
wants’ quarters and the kitehen in the compound, and they a 0 
- use beddings lent to them by friends. The search took place on the 
19 th of April, and my family was able to return to the house on 

the 19 th of April about 6 p. m. 

I understood that out of my large library, two or %ee books, 
one of them Houghton’s Bureaucratic Government, were taken by 
" the Police. They haye not yet been returned to me* 

To this day, I am ignorant of any accusation against me, or 
of anything else that led to, much less necessitated, my arrest and 
-confinement. 


The statement of Mr. Sant Ram Orover, M, B.Sc.^ 
Professor of English^ Dgal Singh College^ Lahore* 



I have been a Professor in Dyal Singh College for over 2 
years. Before that, I was the Head Master of the King George 
High School, Gujranwala, lor two years and a half. I took the 
M. A. degree from the Government College, Lahore, in 1915. 
Since then, I have been working as a teacher. I possess an 
dntimate knowledge of the student world, and have no complaint, 
whatever, to make about their political ideas. I had also ample 
' opportnnities of observing students as a non* commissioned officer 
of the Indian Defence Force (L. tJ. P.), and 1 was perfectly 
satisfied with their views. 

During the Hartal days, I observed no change in the attitude 
of the students of my College, and I cannot recall even a single 
■ case of nnseemingly conduct on the part of any of them. 

Like many other buildings, our college was selected for 
having Martial Law notices posted thereon. About ten days or 
more after the proclamation of Martial Law, a notice was served on 
" the Principal of our college, at about 7 p. m. one evening, that the 
" writer of a seditious poster, which was attached to the notice, must 
' he found out, and reported to the Officer Commanding before IS 
jaoon the next day. The Trustees, staff, and students met thai 



author thereof. We 'were just drafting a replj, when CoL Johnson 
•with some 0. I. D. men came to our college. Raja Narcnclra Nath, 
one of the Trustees, and some others came down to explain the 
matter to the Colonel. One of the C. I. D* men pointed out. u plact^ 
in the. college, where he said he had found the poster stack mi the 
wall. I suggested to the Colonel that it must all be a siory, for, 
though the poster appeared to haTO been fixed with a iiaii'4'i|,^the 
wall, there wais no corresponding mark on the wall 
then showed to the Colonel the reply we drafted. On thk, 
Colonel asked the reply to be sent to his office, which 
llhe same evening, another notice was received, asking the Pnn* 
cipal to see him the next morning at 9 a. m. The Principal saw 
'”1feiie Colonel at the appointed time, and returned witlpsomc soldiers 
'with fixed bayonets. He was asked to pay Rs. 250 by way ot finOj, 

> <^r go to jail for three months. The fine was paid on tne spofci 

A few days after, ■■out Principal, like those ot other, colleges,.,, 
got an order from the Deputy Commissioner to find out and piiiush 
the ring leaders, no explanation being given as to ring ic3aclers oE 
what movement 'were meant. We took it that some stiidcTits had 
to be punished. To satisfy this demand, the College Council met 
and picked out a few students, and drew up a list of punishments.^^^ 
The*. ^ list was shown. and approved of b'jPhe Trustees. ,,I toolv..thiSv 
..'list, niy self • t .the Deputy ■ Commissioner with a letter iro,ns llajav 
Narendra Nath, mentioning the punishments, saving fiiat a Jcrger 
number of students was not castigated, because il) woiilo curib«3 an 
unnecessary agitation, dangerous to society. 

A day or two after this, we got a reply that tne punish ments 
were inadequate, and that a sufficient number of students luid not 
been punished. The College Council again met, and a lew more 
students were added to the list and the punishments of others en** 
hanced. The next day, we heard from the Deputy Oommissiouer 
approving of the punishments and sending a cheque for Es. 250 
in remittance of the fine previously realised. 

In addition to these punishments, the whole body of students 
was made to attend Roll Call four times a day. It is unnecessary 
for me to say that all this treatment was very strongly resented 
by the students, and must have gone a long way in embittering., 
their feeling towards the executive authorities. v 
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The statement of Br. (lokal Chand Narang, Barmier^at4am9 

Lahore. 


Meeting, of the. 4tli Feb* 1919 : 


•The first meeting in Iiahore: 
to protest against tlie Rowlatt Bill, was held on 4th February,; 
1919. It was convened by the Indian Association. Mr. Manoliar 
Lai, Bar-at-law, late Miiito Professor- of Economics in the Calcutta 
University, presideda ;,,v' ' 

The ancliencG on this occasion was not wery , large, .and 
was absojEitely no uisordor or distnrbaiice. . 

Sth March : — -Tire next me 3 tiB.g or Lahore citi^!:8BS 
against the Jtowlatt Bin, held o:i :hhi Marrla, 1919 
Chai rmanship oi the Hpidhlo Mr. Fii/d,-i*"Hiisain, 


there 


k) protest 
iJie 


1 -..T-l" net ain „ jj t-l HW;« 



■ii 


This meeting was also held under the atspicc-s of the Indian- 
A.ssociati.on. - 

The voinmc of agitation in the country had swelled sincC' 
the last meeting, and this meeting was very largely attended. The 
speeches were all sober, though some or them were strong. Among 
the speakers was an Englishman, Mr. Saunders, an Advocate, 
practising in the Lahore High Court. 

.. .18th March : — The ■ Rowlatt Bill was passed on the 18th 
of March, .',1919. .Before .the. Bill was passed into law, Mr. .; 
Gandhi had aniionnced that the 2nd Snnday> following the day on 
yrhich the Viceroy gave his assent, should be observed as a day of 
onal Humiliation. This happened to be the 30th of March. 

29th of March: — In accordance with this appeal of Mr. 
Gandhi, a meeting was announced for the 30 th, and notices were 
published over a large number of signatures. On the 29th, the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Fyson, called all the signatories to the 
notice, and spoke to them about the meeting. He was informed 
that the meeting had been given up. This was in accordance wdth 
a later appeal of Mr. Gandhi, in which he fixed the Gth of April 
as the national protest day. 

. 2nd of April : — On the 2nd of April, the Senior Superin- 
tendent of Police? Mr. Broadway, issued a notice under Section 30 
of the Police Act (5 of 1861), forbidding processions without a 
lieense. On the same day, a combined meeting of. the Indian 
Association and the, ^Provincial., Congress Committee was , he|d to. 
consider the advisibiliiy of holding a meeting on .the'- 6th, aadv/ife 
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■decided upon, to make arrangements for the meeting. Opinio®- 
wa« divided, but a meeting was decided upon by a majority of the 
members present. It was expected that people would fast and 
suspend business on that day, but no resolution was passed, aiHag 
_ people to do so... Nor was there any idea that there would be any 
procession on the 6th, 

■ , 4 th April : — The Deputy Commissioner, on. the 4.tli .April, .... 

called the signatories to the notice for the meeting of the 6th and 
some editors. Mr. Broadway, the Senior Supcrinteadftit 'of 
Police, was also present, and he read out approvingly 'iomt 
editorial notes from the Tribum as to the duties of 
meat Officials and the leaders of the people with respect to 
programme of the 6th. The Deputy Commissioner said that the^ 
rshould be no pressure one way or the other, the suspension of 
business being left entirely to the will of the people, and that all 
persuasion, which might be exercised either way, must come to an 
' end before the morning of the 6th. His attention was drawn 
by some one to tbe fact, that Honorary Magistrates and Municipal 
Commissioners and others of the official and semi-official classes 
were putting pressure on the people not to suspend their busi- 
ness, The Deputy Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police 
promised to take serious notice of such cases, if any allegation of 
official interference was proved. The Deputy Commissioner also 
promised that no police would be sent to the Bradlaugh Hall, 
except some officers of standing. I may add that on the Deputy 
Commissioner showing anxiety about the coming meeting, he was 
told that the meeting could be stopped, if the Government so 
wished. The Deputy Commissioner told us that the Government 
had no intention of stopping the meeting. 

5th April : — On the 5th, the Deputy Commissioner issued 
the order noted below : — 

All Municipal Commissioners will please note that on 
Sunday, April 6th, they should be present in their wards in order 
to assist in keeping peace. There must be no interference with 
-any shop-keepers who wish to close or open their shops, and 
any person seen to be endeavouring to do so must be reported at 
once to the nearest Chowki or thana, and influence should be used 
so as to prevent any interference. Shops that are open aleady 
should remain open, and those which are closed are to remain 
«elo8ed.” 
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6th April : — So far as my perfohal knowledge goes, nothing 
was done by any political leader in contravention of the agreement 
arrived at with the Deputy Commissioner and the Snperintendeni 
of Police, 

There was, however, a complete Hartal in the Town. Even 
hackney carriages had ceased to ply, and I saw passengers, both 
Indian and European, walking from the Railway ^Station with 
their luggage carried by themselves or by Railway porters. 


THE PROCESSION. 

Though all processions had been forbidden without a license,, 
a big impromtu procession was formed, and it passed tbrougR 
the principal streets of the Town. I came to know of it about 
12-30 noon. I was going home after our weekly religious meeting 
with a number of friends, when we were informed that a large 
crowd had passed down Anarkali, and had turned towards 
the Mall, and was face to face with the Police and the Mili- 
tary. I reached the spot and offered my help. I asked for 
^d was given a police horse to ride, and I helped in dispersing 
the crowd from three places, via, Mool Chand’s shop, the 
market, and the Bible Book Society. After this, the crowd dis- 
persed at first to Golbagh, and from there partly to the City and’ 
partly to Bradlaugh Hall, and I returned to enquire of the 
Superintendent of Police if there was any other crowd anywhere. 
On Mr. Pysons s coming up and telling us that another crowd had 
:^ileoted in Golbagh, I went and removed that crowd also, which 
dispersed partly to the City and partly to the Bradlaugh Hall I 
went again to the District Court (where the Superintendent of 
Police was) to return the horse, and enquire if there was any 
further trouble. While I was talking with the Superintendent 
of Police in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Mr. Duni Chand 
also arrived. The Superintendent of Police was anxious that 
there should be no more processions, and that the meeting should 
close at 6 p. m. He indicated the roads by which the people 
should return home. We assured him on all these points, and 
went to. attend the meeting, . . 

g'g v:'""'",. . the MEETING. 

^ : The Meeting was an extremely large one. The Hall was full' 
to overflowing, and thousands of men were sitting or , standL^ 
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ontsidfe ite Sail, for whose benefit two OTerflow meetings were held 
i» the groTinds of the Hall. The meeting was started long before 
appointed time, in order to keep the men ocenpied. Pandit 
Bambhaj Datta was in the chair. Among the sjicakcjrs were 
the Hon’ble Mr. lazl-Hnsain and many other Mohtimcdans and 
Hindus and some Sikhs. 



HISSING OF POLICE OFFICERS. 

While the meeting was going on, three Police Uffieers, inelod- 
ing Mr. Cowring, Superintendent of Police, (h I. D., came to the 
meeting. They were all in uniform. On seeing them, a cowi- 
derahle portion of the audience hissed them. Order 

restored at once, on an appeal being made to the ahdienW 

Chairman and myself. The Police Officers were soon 

modatedon chairs in a comfortable position, and during the rest 
of the proceedings which lasted for another l-li hours, a ^so u e y 
ho disrespect was shown to them. At the end of the meeting, the 
audience dispersed without any demonstration of any kind, and, 

although the Police Officers departed in the midst of the crowds, 

there was no unpleasantness whatsoever. The instructions of the 
Superintendent of Police, with respect to the procession, the time 
of the closing of the meeting, and the roads to be taken by the 
dispersing crowds, were fully carried out. 

Business was resumed ou the 7th, and CTery thing assumed a 
normal aspect. Nothing happened on the 7th or the 8th. 

9th April-P..am Nanmi Procession On the 9th, the usual 

Earn Naumi celebration took place in Lahore, in honour of Shri 

Eama’s birth day. The usual procession was led out after obunn- 
incr a license from the Police. There were, however, one or two 
ferturcs of the procession, which distinguished it from its pre- 
decessors. One was the absence of the Honorary Magistrates, 
Municipal Commissioners, title holders, and aspirants for titles. 
The other was the cry of GandU-M-Jai ( victory to^ Gandhi ), 
frequently intermingling with Eaja Eamohandraki Jai (vic- 
tory to Eamehandra )• While nearing the destination, some 
prominent members of the Hindu and Mohamedan Communities 
made short speeches, emphasising the necessity of continuing the 
Hindu Mohamedan entente, which had been brought into existence 
by the labours of the leaders on both sides working under the 
guidance of officers like Mr. Tollinton, late Deputy Commissioner 
of Lahore. 
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Ho policemen, accompaniel:^ll^''"^#^^ Onij the Oitj 

Inspector of Police and two Magistfates, who had been clepotcd to 
.attend the procession, were there; and they were treated as if 
they were members o! the procession, and were laden with gar- 
lands which were pnt round their necks by the citkeiis* There 
was complete harmony between the varions sections of the com- 
mnnity, and the public and the officials, and the whole thing pas^*' 
sed off most smoothly and happily* 

10th April : — The calm continued till the afternoon of the 
lOih, when the news of Mr. Gandhi^s arrest was recciimd in 
Laliore. ^ So fa? as I am aware, the news of the deportation of 
Dr. Kitchlew rnid Dr. Satya Pal and the subsequent happening at 
Amritsar had not reached Lahore hj the aJicrnoon of tlii 3 10th* 
At least, I did not hear of the haippeiiings at Amritsar till the day 
after* There was again complete Hartal in the town, nil uiops 
being closed within a very short time. I have n.o personal 
knowledge of what happened on the evening of tine lOtli, (3i!)her at 
'the Mall or outside Lohari Gate.,, I only learnt that the Police 
h^d' fired on the mob which was unarmed, and vms trying to pass 
■on to the Mall to make a demonstration in the Lawrem)© Gardeh^^^ 
where the Lientenant Governor was receiving a farewell address 
from the representatives of the “ Martial ’’ races. Several boys 
were said to have been killed, and sonae wounded. The wounded 
were mostly arrested, and the bodies of those who ware killed, 
were taken in custody. 

nth April : — On the 11th, hardly any shop was opened, 
I there was, as I learnt from people in touch with the Town, 
intense resentment in the City, and a persistent clamour for the 
return of the dead bodies and the release of the wounded. It was 
generally supposed that the shops would be opened as soon as this 
was done, and no one ever anticipated that the City was enterino- 
upon another, a more prolonged, Hartal. 

Early in the morning, the Deputy Commissioner called all 
the signatories to the notice of the meeting of the 5th, and some 
others, to the Government Telegraph Cffice where he was tempo- 
rarily holding his office. He told us that there was Hartal again 
in the Town, and that we should try to have it stopped. Some of 
ns told him that we were all willing to try, but there was no 
chance of success, unless, the dead bodies were returned to the 
representatives of the deceased. It was also : snggesied that if they 
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oooW not be returned, they ahonld be speedily disposed of. The 
Deputy Commissioner said he ■would cons'nlt the Lieutenant Got* 
ernor, and would call UB again and let us know. At about noon, 
the Deputy Commissioner called us again, and told us that the 
dead bodies could not be returned, that there •was a big meeting 
going on in the Badshahi Mosque, and that some of us should go 
and try to disperse the meeting and prcTent any crowds from 
coming towards the Mall. The Deputy Commissioner also said 
that, for the present, no troops would be sent to the City. 

On this, three or fonr Mohamedan leaders and Pandit Ram- 
hhaj Datt went to the Mosque. As I never went to the Mo*que/Wi 
cannot say from personal knowledge what happened there. 

In the evening of the same day, a draft manifesto wa« biroi^t 
to me by Mr. Harkishen Lai, Mr. Duni Ohand, and others, which 
was to the effect, that what the people had already done was suffi- 
cient as a demonstration, and the shops should be opened. I wa« 
asked to sign it, and I signed it. It was made over to a printer 
by Lala Duni Chand, but partly owing to the continuance of the 
Hartal, and partly owing to other circumstances, it could not be 
printed in time* 

12tli April There was again a meeting in the Badshahi 
Mosque on the 12 th, but not having gone there, I cannot state any- 
thing about it from personal knowledge. The crowds were, how- 
ever, again fired upon, when returning home ; a nnmber of persons 
were killed and wounded, and the city was occupied by troops. 
Nothing had happened to justify the entry of troops into the City, 

and my impression is that the Deputy Commissioner either forgou 

his promise, or was over-ruled. 


At about midday, Mr. Shafi came to me m tbe JUgn Uourt, anii 
asked me to accompany him to his house to join a meeting of 
friends, convened to devise means for the closing of the Hartal.. 
I went with him, and so did Duni Chand. There were a number 
of Raises (wealthy land owners ) there, including Raja Narendra 
Nath, Raja Fateh Singh and Nawab Fateh All Khan and a num- 
ber of Indian leading merchants. An informal and general dis- 
enssion was held, and, as a result, the following proposals were, 
formulated for presentation to the Lieutenant Governor through, 
ihe Chief Secretary, Mr. Thompson. 
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■ 1. Withdrawal of the Military from the City, including the 
Circular Eoad. 

2* Dead and wounded to be made oyer to their relatiyes^ 
except those who wanted to remain in the Hospital. 

3. All persons arrested to be released on their furnishing 
adequate bails, if necessary. 

4. To prevent recrudesence, there should be an advisory 
Committee to advise Grovernraent and to maintain order* 

All the persons present agreed to these proposals and promised 
to do their best to restore calm, if the proposals were accepted* 

These proposals were taken to the Chief Secretary by Mr. 
Shafi, Raja Narindra Nath and others, No one present, seemed to 
think that these suggestions would be treated as terms ^‘dictated^^ 
by ‘‘revolutionary leaders” as conditions precedent to the closing 
of HartaL” The political workers present there never understood 
that they were discussing the matter with the Rais party as the 
emissaries of Government* If any of the Raises acted as such, the 
trap was so cleverly laid, that the political workers could not see 
through it. 

The same afternoon, a meeting was held at Mr* Dunt Chand’s 
house to devise means to stop the Hartal, and it was there that 
Mr. Shafi came and told the meeting that he hid impressed upon 
the Chief Secretary the importance of accepting the above pro- 
posals, and in doing so had exhausted all his arts of advocacy and 
that he hoped that it would come off all right. He said, that the 
Chief Secretary, had promised to communicate the Government’s 
decision on the following day. It was on this occasion that a 
friendly chaflE took place between Mr. Harkishen Lai and Nawab 
Fateh Ali Khan, who had written a letter to the Civil and 
Military Gazette in support of the Rowlatt Act and which had made 
him extremely unpopular. This was exaggerated into an insult to 
the well-wishers of Government. 

13th ApriL— Nothing came out of Mr. Shafi’s deputation to 
the Chief Secretary and the Hartal continued. 

An attempt was again made to find a solution of the diificulty 
and a meeting was arranged to be held in the Town Hall on the 
13th, at which leading citizens from each wuird were pi‘6seiit- 
From the speeches made by several citizens, it appeared that the 
posting of troops in the city was a sore point with the people, 
and there seemed to be no chance of the Hartal coming to an end, 
unless the troops were withdrawn. The Deputy OotamiiSHioEer 
27 
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attended this meeting and the situation was explained to him. ife 
promised to lay the case before the Lieutenant GoTernor and went 
to the Lieut. Governor at the time. The message llmt lie lirougiit 
was communicated to us at the Telegraph Office after a cmiiple 01: 
hours, and was to the effect that unless shops were opened, Martial 
Law might be proclaimed, and added that he would not say that it 
would not he proclaimed in any case# This iriessage from the 
Lieut. Governor was announced by me to the people assemhlcii 
at Mr. Duni Chanefs house. The people did not iisteii to Mr. 



Duni Ohand, Ram BhaJ Datta and others, who exhorted them to go 
-and open the shops. The leaders made up their minds to. 
in a body through the Town, and ask each and every ^ Aopipep^ 
to open his shop, but a heavy shower, ol rain came on and-jpcf^d 
the whole thing. 

14th April s--^The next morning, Mr. Harkishen Lai caihe'’' 
to my house and told me that he had arranged to collect 50 leading 
merchants, and march into the Town with some other leading men 
entreating the people to open the shops. While we were still 
talking about this matter, I received a letter from Mr. Bull, 
Secretary of the Municipal Committee, that the Deputy Commis** 
sioner desired to see me. A similar letter had been received by 
Mr. Harkishen Lai. We went to meet the Deputy Commissioner 
at the Government Telegraph Offiee. The Deputy Commissioner 
took four of ns to a separate room, and the order of deportation 
was read out to Messrs. Harkishen Lai, Duni Ohand and Ram 
Bhaj Datta. I was detained in an inner room, guarded from out 
side, and was allowed to come away an hour after the deportees^ 
car had driven away. The Hartal still continued unabated. 

15th April ; — On the 15th, an appeal signed by a large 
number of leading people, including Mr. Shafi, was issued, calling 
upon the shopkeepers to resume their business, but it evoked no 
response. Martial Law was proclaimed on the same day and the 
-City was completely under the control of the Military. 

Even then, the Hartal continued, and the shops did not open 
iill the 17ih. 


MARTIAL LAW. 

From my personal knowledge of Lahore affairs, I can say 
•emphatically, that there was no necessity for the promulgation 
of Martial Law in Lahore. There was no conspiracy against 
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the O-oTernment nor any rebellion. The agitation was being carried 
on in a strictly constitutional manner, by responsible people, and 
■under the auspices of well-established and well recognised 
Political Organisations, I mean the Indian Association and 
the Provincial Congress Committee. The agitation f against the 
Eowlatt Legislation was not carried on with any racial bitter* 
ness, and was not at all unjustified# In fact, the G-overnment 
tacitly accepted the justice of public criticism, in as much as 
some portion of Bill No. 1 of 1919 was entirely dropped, and 
the Bill itself had practically been abandoned, and considerable 
(though still inadequate) changes were introduced in Bill No. 2 
of 1919, the most notable being that in the scope of the Act 
(which was expressly made applicable only to revolutionary 
and anarchical crime), and the introduction of the provision that 
the Act would remain in force only for three years. 

The worst that happened in Lahore was an assault on a 
C. I. D. Inspector at the Badshahi Mosque, and to all appearances, 
it cannot but have been a mild one. The Hartal of the 10th 
was entirely unexpected and was prolonged owing to the follow- 
ing causes — 

1. Shooting down of boys, universally believed to be innocent, 

on the 10th and then on the 12th. 

2. The refusal of the Government to return the dead and 

the wounded. 

3. The general belief that the wounded were not being 

properly looked after. 

4. The posting of the Military in the City to the great 

irritation cf the people. 

5. The tragedy of Jallianwalla Bagh at Amritsar, which 

had sent a thrill of horror throughout the province 
and was responsible for the excitement in various parts 
of the province. 

-6. The deportation of Harkishen Lai and others on the 14th. 

7. The loss of influence by most of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners, on account of the unpopularity they had incur- 
red by not voting for a non-official President, and 
by exerting pressure on the people not to make any 
demostration on the 6th. 

•’8. The failure of the Deputy Commissioner ,to show .suffi- 
cient tact. 
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The niter lack o£ sympathy shown by the Lieiik Gov- 
ernoTi' ■ 

10. 'The Lien fc. GoYorBor's. great .personal impopnlariiy, which 
was cine to seYoml caases, some o! whieh may be iioleii 
below:— 

(a) .Absokte' lack of sympathy during the Jkin'kiiig 
. crisis. ’ ■ 

',(&) The Delhi Conspiracy ease^ in wlvich a graduate 
SOB of Lala Hans llajj the most respected man 
' in the proYince was implicated, coiiYictecI, and 
sentenced to transportation for life (the sentence 
, . being reduced, on appeal, by Chief Court 
seven years), the yonng man being genef^lij 
belicYcd to be innocent. 

' (0) The rnthless application of the Defence of';./|pdift' 
Act, under which a large number of reinrned 
emigrants and others were tried and sentenced 
to death or transporation for life. Among these 
trials, the one that created the greatest sensation 
and resentment was that of Bhai Parma Nand 
who was nniYersally respected for the nobility 
of his character and simple self-sacrificing life. 
{d) The methods adopted during the war for recrnit- 
ment and for raising the war loan. The latter 
especially affected fche Towm people. EYen 
Judicial Officers were entrusted with ibis work, 
and were liable to exert undue influence on the 
litigants to get contributions for the War Loan. 

(e) The action of the Lieut. Governor in shutting out u 

number of political leaders, like Mr. Gandhi, 
and the prohibition of certain newspapers was 
another cause of irritation. 

(f) Sir Michael O’Dwyer was always nervous about 

political agitation, however moderate and con- 
stitutional, and hardly lost any opportunity to 
discourage it in the Punjab. 

^ (^) The late Lieut. Governor was believed to be opposed 

to any substantial reform in the system of 
Government. 

(k) The speech made by Sir Michael in the Council on 
the 7 th of April which was described by the* 
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Trihum as a blasciag inclisereiion. The speech 
was an onsianght on the agitators who' were told 
that they were no better, than grass-hoppers. It 
contained a distinct threat that they would be 
punished like the Bugler in the Fable^ who was 

not let off on the mere ground that he had not 

taken any part in the fighting. 

(f) There was a general feeling that the Lient. Gtot- 
ernor would find some excuse to get at the 

political workers, and wwld carry out Ms 

threat. ■ 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF MARTIAL LAW. 

This threat was apparently carried out. Martial Law was 
•proclaimed, and almost every prominent worker in various 
stations was arrested. Some were tried and others were ireleased 
without trial, after being kept in custody for weeks. 

Other notable features of the administration of Martial Law 
were the following : — 

1. Curfew gun at 8 (subsequently later) by which time all 

persons were to turn indoors. Persons disobeying 
this rule were liable to be flogged. 

2. Commandeering of carriages and bicycles. 

3. Commandeering of electric fans and lights. 

4. Restrictions on travelling by Railway. 

5. Roll call of students of several colleges four times a 

day. My own son had to appear 4 times a day in 
the Bradlaugh Hall, which is at a distance of 
miles from my house, even after my carriage and his 
, bicycle had been taken away. 

S. Posting of notices on private houses of political workers 
and imposing upon the owners the duty of ffuardin<y 
■■ , them.' . ' 

7. Indiscriminate arrests. 

8. Summary trials and severe punishments and prohibition 

of counsel from outside Martial Law Area. 

9. The inordinate length of time for which Martial Law 

was kept in force, without any justification whatso- 
ever, 

I was myself one of those arrested under Martial Law, and 
tried along with Harkishen Lai and others by General -Summary 
'Court Martial, and was acquitted after' months custody is JaiL- 
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1 was arrested on the 5th of May, i* e*, 3 weeks after the intro- 
dnotion of Martial Law, and at a time, when all was calm and 
quiet, not only in Lahore, but everywhere in the province. The 
circumstances in which I wag arrested, were as follows 

. I received a slip from the C. !• D. Office at 1-30 p. iiu when 
I was arguing a murder appeal in the High Court, asking lue 
and two or three other Barristers to attend, as certain iri(|uirie8 
were to be made from us. I wrote back that being then in the 
middle of an argument I could not go at once, but woiilti aiteiid 
after 4 p. m. At 4, 1 was told by a peon in the Bar Boom, that 
another message had come from the G* I. D. Office, that I 
should call the next morning, but as my case had been left part- 
heard I went to the 0. I. D. Office at once to avoid my absence in 
the morning. No statement of mine was taken, and I was arrf^l 
and sent to the Central Jail to be interned there as the wariri 
stated. The warrant bore the^ signature of CoL Frank Johnson, 
and it seemed that it had been issued blank by him and my name 
had been filled in afterwards. 

In the Jail, though I was an internee at first, I was locked 
up in a solitary cell in block No. 14, which is reserved for 
convicts sentenced to death or transportation for life, and so were 
two other Barristers who were arrested the same evening, and also 
Mr. Harkishen Lai who was sent to No. 14 on the 7th of May 
after he was brought down from Is Khel to which place he had 
been deported. The cell was about 12’ by 8’ and served for bed 
room, dining room, sitting room, and also as a privy, besides 
accommodating an army of mosquitoes. 

We passed 26 days in these cells, when the temperature in 
the shade probably ranged from 110 degrees to 118 degrees. 
Sleep at night was possible only >fter the body had been bathed 
in perspiration and then cooled down a little by evaporation. 
Mr. Kitchin, the Commissioner of Lahore, visited us in the cells, 
but no improvement followed his visit. 

Our lot improved considerably soon after the present Lieut.- 
Governor took over charge. We were taken out of solitary cells, 
all put together in a commodious barrack, and w^ere permitted to 

sleep in the open air, a great blessing, indeed, in the months 
of June and July. 


THE TRIAL. 

I was charged under Section 120B., 121, 121A, 124A* Indfa» 
penal Code etc. , , , , 
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'These charges were based on the following allegations which 
were detailed in the second and improTed precis of charges pre- 
pared by Mr, T. P. Ellis, the convening officer of the Court. 

1« Advertised speaker of meeting of 4th Pebrnary, speaker, 
and in parts of speech gave vent to intemperate and 
inflammatory utterances. 

2, Speaker in meeting of 9th March, not particularly ob- 
jectionable in speech, but moved resolution inclined to incite. 

Convened meeting for 30th March. 

4. Convened meeting for the 6th April and spoke in inflam- 

matory manner. Appeared to play a double part with 
crowd, of which he was a leader and over which he had 
a great influence. 

5. Made member of Revolutionary Committee at Badshahi 

Mosque on 11th April. 

6. Made member of Revolutionary Committee at Badshahi 

Mosque on 12th April. 

7. Representative of Revolutionists on 12th April, and 

dictated terms of peace to authorities. 

8. Took active part in tumultuous and inflammatory gather- 

ing in Town Hall on 13th April. 

The Court held that the accused had done nothing up to 
the 6th of April, for which they could be criminally liable. 

The double part attributed to me on the 6th, was based 
upon the view, that while I had dispersed the mob at noon, I 
had gone and addressed the same mob in the evening in the 
Bradlaugh Hall, The view Is entirely unjust and simply shows 
that the Government of Sir Michael did not care for co-operation, 
unless its proceeded from liveried slaves of its own. I risked 
my life on the 6th, because, I considered it my duty to save the 
people from being shot, a contingency which w^as not an unlikely 
one, considering what had already happened at Delhi on the 30th 
March and what subsequently happened at Lahore on the 10th and 
at Amritear on the 10th and the 13th of April. This was generally 
regarded a distinct service to the Government as well as to the 
people, and it was in recognition^of this, that I was not deported 
on the 14th as Mr. Pyson, the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore 
frankly told me on the 14th in the General Telegraph Office at 
the time my co-workers were deported. 

Mj arrest was also delayed for this very reason, and it was 
to justify my arrest and to minimise the importance of my aoMpn 
on 'the 6th, that this charge was brought against me# 
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With respect to my being appointed a member of the m 
called revolutionary committee formed in the Badshahi Mosciue^ 
on the 11th and the 12ih of April, the prosecntioii soon discovered 
that the allegation as to my presence in the mos(|ne was wrong 
and had been made by mistake. Still, I was not released, althongk 
my acquittal was ultimately based on the very ground ihai f 
was never present in the Badshahi Mosque* 

The allegations as to ‘‘ dictating terms ’’ was also held lo 
be beside the point. The Court held that, even if proved, it 
was not a criminal act to refuse to help the Government, except 
on one’s own terms. The last charge was also held to be an over- 
statement of the case. 

During the trial, I, along wHhLala Harkishen Lai and some 
others, applied for bail on the ground of bad health, which was 
getting worse every day, on account of confinement in solitary 
cells and the inclement weather, but the application was not 
granted. 

As to the behaviour of the Commissioners constituting onr 
Court, there is nothing particular to be said. Apart from the 
atmosphere of awe and dread which prevailed in the court and 
which had infected even the counsel for the accused, and the 
disadvantages inseparable from a Court constituted under Martial 
Law and a certain amount of prejudice, betrayed by the court 
now and then, there was nothing which I can particularly com- 
plain of. 

153 

The statement of Lala Dharm Chand, age 40 gears ^ Vakik 
High Courts Lahore. 

I am a Vakil of the High Court of Lahore and have been 
practising in Lahore for about 17 years. I know the people of this 
place well. I was a Secretary of the Punjab Provincial Congress 
Committee for about nine years. I am also a Member of the All India 
Congress Committee. 

Meetings were held in Lahore, as in other places throughout India, 
to protest against the Rowlatt Bills. Altogether, three meetings were 
held in Lahore. I did not attend the first two meetings which were 
hold in February and March, 1919, hut I was present at the meeting 
of the 6th of April, held in the Bradlaugh Hall, of which, I was also one 
of the conveners. . « 
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Before tMs, a meeting of the Indian Association had been held on 
the 2 nd of April, 1919, to consider the advisibility of holding a public 
meeting on the 6 th of April to protest against the Bowlatt Act, 
\yhen, after some discussion, it was decided to hold such a meeting at 
Bradlaugh Hall, and also to hold overflow meetings, if necessary, in its 
compound. The question of Hartal also came up before this meeting ; 
but, it was decided that this matter should be left entirely to the 
option of the shopkeepers themselves, and no mention of it should be 
made in the notice convening the meeting. On the morning of the 
6 th, a complete Hartal was observed in pursuance of the message of 
Mr. Gandhi, which had been published in newspapers. In the 
afternoon, I went to the Bradlaugh Hall, but could not get in, as it 
was full. So I joined some of the overflow meetings. While Lala 
Dharam Das Snri was addressing one of these meetings, we saw three 
European Police Officials entering the Bradlaugh Hall precinots- 
Dharam Das Snri left the meeting and told me that he was going to 
receive the European Officials. He went to the entrance gate, and 
received them, and took them into the Hall. A few minutes after this, 
I attempted once more to go into the Hall, and this time I succeeded. 
The meeting was quite orderly, and nothing untoward happened inside 
or outside the Hall. 

On the 10th of April, at about 4-30 p. m., I read in the Civil and 
Military Gazette about the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi. I was sitting 
at the time with Mr. Harkishen Lai at his house ; so I communicated 
this news to him. The news of the arrest of tDrs. Kitchlew and Satyapal 
and of the happenings at Amritsar had not reached Lahore at that time. 
At about 4-30 p. m., we left for Bbaiat Buildings, where we had to 
attend a meeting. Whilst returning alone to my house from there at 
about 5-30 p. m., I found, on reaching Anarkali Bazar, that all the 
shops were being closed. On enquiry, I found that a Hartal was to be 
observed on account of Mahatma Gandhi’s arrest. In a few minutes, 
all the shops were closed spontaneously, without any persuasion or 
pressure from any one. 

On the morning of the 12 th, there was a meeting at the Badshahi 
Mosque. Lala Harkishen Lil, Duni Ohand, and Pandit Ram Bhaj Datt 
•Ohowdhari met me at Hira Mandi, on their way to the mosque, at 
about 9-30 or 10 a. m. I followed these gentlemen to the meeting 
where Lala Dnni Chand and Pandit Ram Bhaj Datt addressed the 
meeting for a few minutes. The leaders urged on the audience the 
desirability of opening the shops at once, and ending the Hartal, for, 
their object in starting the Hartal had -been served and nothing more 
was to be gained by its continuance, as the Hartal was simply a 
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demoBstmtioE of sorrow and not a strike* They stated that there was 
no farther necessity for continning the Hartalj as continimnce of Hartal 
conld only result in the infliction of unnecessary hardship and suffering 
on their poorer hrethren. The people received this message very 
nnfavonraHyj and all sorts of remarks were made against ali these three 
gentlemen. Some one from the audience shouted that they were asked 
by the Deputy Commissioner to deliver this message* Soma chits were 
handed over by some people to Lala Harkisheii LaL The gonaiui 
opinion at the time was that the people were opposed to opetuog 
the shopSj as the wounded and the dead bodies were not restored to 
their relations. When the leaders saw that it was difflenlt to bring the 
public round to their view, and that as it was impossible to get the <|ues- 
tion settled in such a large gathering, it was suggested that the- 
question of Hartal be referred to a Snb Committee# Thns 
Committee was formed for this purpose, and it was annonna^..i^M^ 
would meet at the house of Lala Duni Ohand at about 1 p* m., 
this, all the leaders left the place. 

At about 2 p* m., on the 12th, I went to attend this meeting at 
Lala Dnni Chand’s house* Pandili Ram BhaJ Dutta Chowdhari also 
arrived at the place just then# We found that Lala Duni Ohand and 
others were not there. On enquiry, we were informed that Lala Duni 
Ohand had gone to a meeting which was being held at Mr. Shafi’s 
house. On this, I and Pandit Ram Bhaj Dutta also went to Mr. 
Shafi’s house to find out what was decided there about this question. 
When we reached there, we found that a number of Raises (wealthy 
landowners) were gathered there, and, besides them, there were Mr. 
Duni Ohand, Dr. Gokal Ohand, Lala Dharam Das Suri and a few 
shopkeepers. When we arrived, Rai Bahadur Amar Xath had already 
drafted the conditions, and was asking the people, assembled there, 
whether all agreed to them. Pandit Ram Bhaj Datta asked him to 
read out the proposals, which he did. On this, Pandit Ram Bhaj 
Datta addressed the meeting for a few minutes, and laid before it the 
general feeling of the people of the Town. He told some of the Raises, 
that it was their duty to represent the real grievances of the people to 
the Government. After some discussion, and a few minor modifica- 
tions, the draft was agreed to unanimonsly, and Mr. Shafi, with four or 
five others went with it to the Chief Secretary. As far as I could gather, 
this meeting was called at the instance of the Raises, and the popular 
leaders were invited there by those Raises, and the popular leaders showed 
their willingness to cooperate with them for ending the Hartal. 

Prom there, we went to Mr. Duni Ohand’s place, where, after some- 
time, Mr# Earikishen Lai also arrived. After some timoi Mr# Shafi 
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aad Fawab Fateh Ali Khan and a few others, who had gone to see the 
Chief Secretary, arriyed at Mr. Doni Ohand^s house, and Mr. Shafi. 
said that they had seen the Chief Secretary who had promised to consult 
the Lient. G-overnor, and to let them hare a reply the next day. After 
some further talk, these people left the place* The meeting l asted 
for a few hours, hot could not arrire at any definite decision, and was 
therefore postponed till the next day, the 13th of April. I went again 
to the meeting on the 13 th, at about 2 p. m. The question of ending 
the Hartal was discussed and the majority appeared to be in favour of 
immediately ending it. Ultimately, a Sub Committee^ oonsfating of 
seven gentlemen including Mr. Harkishen Lai, Mr. Duni Ohand, Pandit 
Ram Bhaj Datta and others, was formed to decide this question in 
consultation with the Bazar Chowdharies. All these gentlemen retired 
to a separate room and after some consultation, cam© out to announce 
their decision, which was, that the Hartal should be ended immediately. 
This decision was, announced to the people, who had, by that time, 
gathered outside Mr. Duni Ohand’s house, by Pandit Ram Bhaj Datta 
Chowdhari ; but it was not well received by the public, especially by 
the shopkeepers, who were present in large number. People criticised 
the decision and openly said that these leaders were trying to get land 
grants from the Government. Lala Harkishen Lai insisted that the 
only course open to them (the leaders) was to go from shop to shop and 
ask the people to open their shops, and that this should be done imme- 
diately. This was agreed upon, and it was decided that Messrs. 
Harkishen Lai, Ram Bhaj Batta, Duni Chand and others with Bazar 
Chowdharies, should visit every shop and persuade the people to open 
them. But just at this time it began to rain ; at the meeting, some of the 
influential Bazar Chowdhries were not present ; and other arrangements 
also could not be completed, owing to the late hour ; hence, the matter 
was postponed till the next morning, when it was agreed to meet at Mr*. 
Harkishen LaPs house and then proceed to visit the shops* After this, 
Messrs. Duni Chand and Gokal Chand Naurang were sent to the 
Depaty Commissioner to inform him that the Sub Committee had 
decided that the Hartal should be ended at once, but the public were not 
agreeable to this, and that the leaders had decided to visit each shop. 
The Depaty Commissioner informed them that the Seditious Meetings 
Act had been applied to Lahore. 

Nothing serious happened in Lahore during all these days, which 
could in any way justify the proclamation of Martial law-. In spite 
of the firing, people remained quiet, and no disturbance of a serious 
nature occurred in Lahore. After the firing, of the 12tb, at any, rate,, 
the situation (if it was ever serious) was well In hand, and there waa 
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absoliiteli no necessity or justification for declaring Martial Law on 
'the IStht Ou the 14th, also, no disturbance had occurred on the 

leaders being deported. 

Alter the meeting o£ the fith, things assumed their iioriiml tiite, * 
and business was resumed on the morning of the 7th, and coiitiiiiied 
normally till the evening of the 10th, when, on account of Mr* ^^ 1 indhi^s 
arrest, a second Hartal was observed. I believe, the shops would have 
been opened on the 11th, or at the latest on the 12th, if there had 
been no firing on the evening of the lOtli. Again, if there had been 
no firing on the 12th, the shops would have been opened on 
the 13th. 

Martial Law was proclaimed on the 15th of April, and was mn* ■H 
tinned till some date in June, merely for the sake of the trials which 
were going on before Martial Law Commissions ; otherwise, there 
was no other necessity for its continuation for a period of ab^ufc 2 
months. The popular leaders were throughout ready to co-operate 
with the Grovernment (and, as a matter of fact, had been co-operating 
with the Government) in order to end the Hartal and to maintain 
peace and order, as is clear from their public utterances and conduct 
throughout. The Martial Law administration was unduly severe, 
and it entailed great and unnecessary hardships on all classes of 
people. 

The theory of open rebellion in Lahore is a pure myth. There 
never was any conspiracy to wage war in Lahore ; nor was even the 
City in a state of war. This theory was put forward mainly with 
two objects : — 

1. To crush all political life in the Punjab. I am supported 
in this opinion by the following facts amongst others. 

(a) Almost all the active office-bearers, the President and 

the Secretaries of the Punjab Provincial Congress 
Committee and the Indian Association (the only 
political associations in the province) were arrested 
and confined in Jail. 

(b) All conveners of the meeting of the 6th of April were 

called to the Amrkali Thana and the statement of 
every one of them was recorded ; the very first ques- 
tion that was put to them, being, whether they were 
members of the Punjab Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee, or of the Indian Association, or of any other 
political body, or had any connection whatsoever with 
any political association, as if, to take part in politics 
was a crime in the Punjab. I was myself one of 
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these conveners, and my statement also was recorded 
sometime in the beginning of May. 

Martial Law notices were pnt np ontside the houses of 
most of the people who were taking part in politics,, 
and the owners were required to keep watch over 
these notices, any breach of such dnty naaking them 
liable to serions pnnishment. 

2. To createan atmosphere of prejudice in England against the 
grant of responsible government to India, as recommended by the 
Montagn-Chelmsford Report, or constitational reforms. The late 
Lient. Governor never made a secret of his being opposed to the grant 
of these reforms. 
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The statement of Peer Taj-ud-ditij Barrister-at4aia^ Lahore. 


I am a member of the Eoglish Bar, and bave been practising at 
Lahore for the last six years. I have been connected with the political 
activities of this city and the Panjab* I started the ^ New Prinjab 
Moslim League ’ at Lahore in Janaary 1916, in opposition to the 
Old Punjab Mnslim Leagae ’ which had then become reactionary 
in its political and other activities. Oar League was affiliated to the 
Ail India Muslim League. I was the General Secretary to this 
New Punjab Muslim League” for two years. Our League took a 
prominent part in the agitation in the matter of the Sheriff of Macca, 
and passed a strong resolution condemning his revolt. The Punjab 
Government took notice of this incident and all the members who 
participated in the passing of that resolution were reprimanded. 
Our League and its members became objectionable to the Local Gov- 
ernment which had set its face against all political activities by the 
people. 

I also took an active part in all the national movements and was 
present at several meetings held to protest against the Rowlatt Bills 
and the passing of the Rowlatt Act. 

On the 6th of April, there was a complete hartal at Lahore. I 
was present at a meeting held in the afternoon at the Bradlaugh 
HalL The meeting passed off quietly, and from what I could judge, 
there was not the slightest tendency in the people, who had attended 
that meeting, to commit' any breach of the peace., 1 cannot say ' 
anything as regards the 10th of April, as I have got m personal 
knowledge. 
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On the nth of April, a Sikh Snh Inspector of Police hron^ht 
a notice from the Deputy Oommissioner, asking me and several other 
gentlemen to see him at the Government Telegraph Office at 9 a. m. 
We went there, and there was some discnssion abont the dead bodies 
and the wounded persons, and the Deputy Commissioner said that he 
would consnlt his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and let us know 
what he proposed to do regarding that matter. At abont 12 noon, 
We were summoned again, and on this occasion the Deputy (Jora- 
missioner said that he could not give any assurance regarding tiie 
dead bodies. He asked some of ns to go to the Badshahi MoHqutj 
where a large nnmber of people had gathered, lie asked ns to try 
to persuade the people to end the hartal. Accordingly, i'undit 
Bamhhaj Datta, Dr. Shnja-ud-Din, Syed Mohsin Shah and 1 went to 
the Mosque at the request of the Deputy Commissioner, and carried 
out his instructions. Paudit Bamhhaj Datta addressed the meeting 
and implored the clerks to go to their offices, students to go to their 
schools and colleges, and shop-keepers to open their shops at once. 
We then left the Mosque and gave an account of what had happened 
at the meeting to Mr. Broadway, Superintendent of Police at the 
Telegraph Office. 

On the 18th of April, I was present at the House of Lola Doni 
‘Ohand, where we had met together for the purpose of taking steps 
to end the hartal. There were some shop-keepers present, and 
inspite of the request made by Lala Duni Chand and other leaders, 
they did not agree to open their shops. 

About the 15th or 16th of April, Martial Law was proclaimed. I 
■was one of those who were punished by the patting up of Martial Law 
notices at the gates of their houses. We had to arrange for watching 
the notices, for, if they were torn off, or in any way touched by any • 
body, we were liable to be punished. The whole point of putting np 
the posters in that way was to pnnish us, and I mnst say that 1 felt 
very much insulted and humiliated. One result of this was to scare 
•away my clients. 
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The statement of Bn Bodh Raj Chopra, M* CL B. [Edin.) son^ 
oj Lala Behm^ Ghand, age 37 years^ practising as a doctor for 
7^ years, Waehhataali, Lahore* 


I belong to the Shahpnr District, but haye been liying in 
'Lahore for 7i years. , _ ^ / .y 
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I was continaally here fromthe^ 30th of March of 

this year. As I meet many people, I kaow fairly well the opiaioE 
of people OB social and political matters. 

Political life in the Pnnjab has been far more backward than 
in the other provinces. 

The introduction and passing of the Rowlatt Bills created an 
intense feeling, and people held meetings to protest against^them. 

All the meetings held at Lahore were on constitutional 

lines. 

Whatever feeling might have been excited against the 
Government^ in relation to these laws. There was ^n0 ■ 

feeling against itself apart from these laws. The Hartal of the 
6th of April -was to express the people’s sorrow and Immiliation for 
the enactment, and was not, in any way, intended to show a 
truculent spirit towards the Government. It was intended to 
continue for one day, and it so lasted only one day. Every thing 
was in a normal condition on the 7th, 8th, 9ih and up to the 
afternoon of the 10th, when the news of Mr. Gandhi’s arrest 
arrived. I heard this news before 5 p. m. 

1 noticed shops beginning to close on the arrival of this 
news. I understood that this closing was due to Mr. Gandhi’s 
■ arrest. ' 

I was a witness to the firing in Anarkali, outside the 
Lohari Gate, just in front of the Missionary Church. 

I was on the balcony of my brother’s house, when I saw, a 
party of cavalry headed by two officers, coming from the Upper 
Mall side towards the Lohari Gate. It was, then, about 8 p. m. 
and fairly dark. Before the arrival of this force, small groups 
of people, numbering two to ten or twenty were coming from the 
Upper Mall and proceeding towards the Lohari Gate, which is 
the entrance to the City, where several people live. When the 
military came, there was no crowd ai all. People were moving 
along the street. On seeing the Military, however, many 
stopped out of curiosity, and got on to the front parts of 
ihe shops lining the road. The Military came and stood just 
below the house, adjoining my brother’s house, and then people 
gathered there, and thus a crowd was formed. It is not a fact 
•that any crowd had been pushed back up to the Lohari Gate by the 
.Military. The crowd was formed only after the coming of and taking 
mp of position by the Military, In the crowd thus eoHeoted," 
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some people began to beat their breasts, calling out, Rowliiit ilill 
ki bai haL’’ (alas the RowlattBill). 

This cry and the beating of breasts made such a noise as to 
excite some of the horses, and probably the Ofllccrs and the mein 
I think this lasted about 3 minutes, during which time, Faiidili 
Bam BhaJ Datia, .who was, seated on a horse, tried to get people 
to disperse, but he did not succeed that time, four policemen 
were made to stand apart from the others and ordered to fire. 

It is probable that they fired in the air, as the crowd did noi 
disperse. A few minutes after, another firing occurred, on which 
the crowd dispersed. People ran towards the ^a hori Grate, 
the military also advanced slowly the same way^ heart ’ 

the voice of Bam Bhaj Dutta addressing the people, who iiad 
proceeded about 50 or 60 yards from their former position. I 
thought he was telling the people to disperse, though I could 
not hear him clearly. Shortly after this, the firing took plaee 
again, and the crowd disappeared. 

During the time I was watching the Military and the crowd, 

I never saw the people attacking or threatening to attack the 
Military or the Police. No steps were taken by the Police to 
disperse the crowd, by means other than the firing. The people 
who had collected carried no arms, not even lathis, or heavy 
sticks. It is my honest belief that the firing was uncalled for. 

Some of the wounded came to me for my treatment, I 
produce a statement showing whom I treated and for v/hat 
injury. In most cases, I found back-shot wounds. In three 
cases I found wounds which had been occasioned by bullets. In 
the case of Shirdas, 1 was able to extract a bullet which I 
showed to the Commissioner. 


The statement of Dr. Bodh Raj Chopra, M. J5. CL B. {Edin,} 
regards the wounded and dead ‘persons\who came under observation 
between the 10th and the ISth of Aprils 1919^ in Lahore 
due to the firing on the Upper Mall^ outside 
Lohari Gate and in Hira Mandi. 


I saw altogether 12 cases. Two were wounded on the Upper 
Mall, two in Anarkali (outside Lohari Gate) and eight in Hira 
Mandi. 
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UPPER MALL CASES 

L Sant Singh, resident o! Changar Mohalla. He was operated oa 
by R. B. Dr. tiira Lai. I was assisting him* Bacsk-shots, se?erftl in 
number, were extracted. The back-shots remained in possession of 
the operator. 

2 . Harjas Rae, care of Lala Lajja Ram, resident Kacha Pirsabaci. 
This was a young boy of 13 or 14 years of age. He had punctured 
wounds on the back of the right and left hands. 

OUTSIDE LOHARI GATE. (Anarkali). 

3« Ram Chand, resident, Kucha Sidhu Misser, Lahore. This 
inaii had a wound caused by a bullet on the left side of bis chest* 
When I sa 7 ^,*he was in great agony, and bleeding profusely* His 
pulse was weak, and he was in the most unfortunate condition* 

The wound was packed by Dr. Nand Lai of Choiik Matti in my pre- 
sence, and I later heard that he died the next morning. 

4. Shiva Das, son of Jhanda Bhatia, Kucha Molian, Lahore. He 
had a ballet wound in the left thigh, which was extracted by me with 
the help of Dr. Hait Earn, Asst. Surgeon, at his house. The ballet is iii 
my possession. Later, this mao got transportation for life by the 
Martial Law Tribunal, presided over by Major Irvine, 

HIRA MAND! CASES. 

5 . Sarfraz Khan, son of M. Jalal Din, Railway Guard, Kucha 
Patrangan, Bhafci Gate, Lahore, This man has a bullet wound below 
the left collar bone. He could not breathe easily when he was 
brought to me. His condition remained precarious fcfr the first few 
days, daring which, he was attended by me, and later he was treated 
by Dr. E, Bharucha, L. M. & S. of Lahore. 

6 . Jhanda Ram, son of Atma Ram of Kucha Pir Bhola, Lahore*. 
He had a buck-shot wound on the left chest. He got transportation. 

7 . Saraj, son of Nabi Box, Kumbar, Kucha Kharasian, Lohari 
Mandi, Lahore. He was quite a young boy of about 12 years of age* 
He had a buck-shot wound on the head. 

8 . Miran Bux, son of Rahim Bux, Mochi Gate, Kucha Loharaii. 
He had a wound on the back of the left thigh. He got transportation. 

9. Bhagwandas, son of Ditt Mall, Kucha Sudan, Lahore. H# 
had a wound on the back of the right leg. He got transportation for 
life. 

10 . Jan Mahomed, son of, Ahmad Din, of Kucha Pir Bhola, 
Lahore* He had a buck-shot wound in the left thigh. The buck- 
shot was extracted by me, and is in my possession. 

11 & 13. The names were not taken, as- patients did not return* 

29 ; ' ' ' 
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They were wounded in Hira Mandi. One was an elderly look- 
ing naan between 40 and 50, and the other, a young man between 
20 and 25. 
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.The statement of Dr. Qopi Chand, M. B. B, S., Medical PradUiomr, 

Lahore. 


I am a member of the District Congress Committee and, as such, 
attended the meeting in the Bradlaugh Hall on the 6th April 

Hartal was discussed, but it was decided not to publish it in.,t|^ 
notice. Almost all persons present signed it. *4 

On the 6th, there was a comidete Hartal, I went to the Hall at 
.2 p. m. I was seated on the platform. I returned before the meeting 
was over. , 

On the 9th, the Earn Haumi procession passed through the 
Bazars as in previous years, the Mahomedans showing a fraternal 
-feeling, as on the last Dasara day. 

On the afternoon of the 10th, there was Hartal again. On this 
night between 8 and 9, a patient, called Yashpal, came to my Labora- 
tory and said that he was wounded on the 10th. On the night of the 
11th, it was notified that there would be a gathering in the Badshahi 
Mosque on the 12th, 

On the 11th, at about 11-30, 12 wounded men were brought to my 
Laboratory, with wounds on various parts of the body. They were 
wounded in Hira Mandi. Two of them were bullet cases, and the 
rest buck-shot ones. 

On the 13tb, three boys came in; one of them was a Mail 
case and two were Hira Mandi cases. 

On the 15th, Martial Law was declared. A few days after, I was 
called on by the Police authorities to supply them with a list of the 
wounded, and during the Martial Law days, I was asked several 
times to do so. One day, Lala Madan Gopal and a Chowdhari of the 
ELucha Bal Mata came to me and said that they wanted the full 
particulars and address of a certain wounded man, called Diwan Chand, 
my patient, because the Police wanted them to produce Diwan Chand. 
H had given the address of one Diwan Chand in Kucha Bal Mata to 
the Police. The name of Madan Gopal’s father was Dewan Chand. 
■fllhe;^ ‘said that if that Dewan Chand was not to be fonnd, both of them 
% would be put to trouble. As required by the Police, I gave them 
the address. I had to issue several certificates for sick people and 
■for midVives. A certain Rup Lai, iron merchant, came to me with 
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%is sick child for treatment, and said that one of his children died at 
night after cnrfew time, without getting any medical help. 

On the 24th of July, a patient came to me from Amritsar with 
a sinns. I extracted the outer covering of a ballet from the vroand. 
JSe said that he was wounded in the tfellianwala Bagh. 

There was absolutely no necessity for Martial Law at Lahore. 
It was introduced without justification to strike terror in the minds 
of the people, or to stifle political life, or to prosecute some people who 
could not be otherwise touched. 

I treated 17 wounded persons, I produce a list of them. These 
persons were brought by relatives and friends, and not by the Police- 
The longest period of treatment was from 6 to 8 weeks. 

After I gave the Police a list of the wounded treated by me 
•they arrested these persons. One of these, who had a bullet wound 
died ; and the other was not arrested, as the Authorities wanted to 
establish that no ballet had been used. 

The Hartal from the 10th to the 17 th had nothing to do with any 
animns against the Government. People were saying that if Mr. 
Tollinton had been here, there would have been no Martial Law. 

After the firing, the people said they would continue the Hartal 
as long as Sir Michael O’Dwyer contidued Lieut. Governoi. He was to 
leave by the end of April. There was a belief among the people that 
if the Hartal were continued for a particular period, it would secure 
•his dismissal. 

UST OF PERSONS TREATED BY 

10- 4«19. Yashpal, aged about 82. 

♦Came in at about 8-30 p. m. Had a wonnd in the tongue. Three 
tipper front teeth were broken.^ There was a bruise of lip (tower) ; 
there was bleeding. 

Was advised to go to the Hospital. Never saw him again. 

11- 4-19. ■ Boota, aged about 18, resident Changha Mohalla, was 
•dressed np when he came to me in the evening at about 0 p. m. 
Had a j)nactnred wound on inner side of left ankle. 

The wound was probed on 15-4-19, It was 1 |” deep. No shot 
could be felt in. Did not turn np after that. 

12-4-19. Between 11 and 12 . 

Isilifl® HIRA MANDI. " 

1 . Lala Jai Ohand, Kucha Bal Mata, came walking; had follow- 
ing wounds: No bleeding. 

1 . A punctured wound on the inner side of the left leg just near 
''•-y;iefl'khee.T ■ ■' ^ 

2. A punctured wound over the serotnm in the middle line. - 
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3. A pnnctnred wonnd in the lower sarlace of the peaia. 

4. A small flap pnnctared woand on the lower snrfaee of gians 
penis. Tinct ; lodi dressing was done. 

12-4-19. 

II. Imam Din Tokri Firoz, Changha Mohalla, house of Mian 
Abdnl Karim, was brought on a cot, and had following wounds : 

1. A punctured wound over right second matatsrsal phalangeal 
joint on dorsal surface. No bleeding. No shot could he felt. 

2. A pnnctnred wound over right testicle. Shot felt inside the 
testicle. 

3. A punctured wound in the middle of right leg in front. Shot 

felt on the hack of leg about 3* apart from it. i ■ 

4. A punctured wound about 1|* lower than 3rd wound ; of the 
same variety. 

On 15-4-12. Two shots were extracted, one from each wonad of 
the left hand ; wonnd probed. Nothing felt. 

12-4-19. III. Khushi Ram aged 19 or 20, brought on a cot 
semiconscious; talk inteligible. Game in a condition of shock, pale 
and cyanosed. False feeble and quick. Respiration, as if fighting for 
air. Had 9 wounds. 

Four on chest and five on arm. Those on chest: — 

1- Below clavicle. 

2. Over rib, just below it. 

3. On neck. 

4. On 7th rib. 

All on right side. 

Arms-one was also on right arm. 

Said to have died, just after he was sent away. 

12-4-19. IV- Allah Babsh, Haveli Khan. 

Brought on cot. There was bleeding. The pulse was rather 
feeble. 

Had one crushed wound on right side of head near temple. 

Bone was bare. Eye ball was protruding. It was 4" long, 2* 
wide and about 1' deep. 

Saw him afterwards till recovery. Right eye is lost. 

12-4-19. V. Muzaffar Ali inside Mochi Gate, came walking. 

Had one punctured wound over left arm at the junction of middle 
and lower third. 

On 16th. A buck-shot was extracted. 

12-4-19. VI, Allah Rakha, Kasera Bazar. 

Ca-me walking. Had following wounds 
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1. One paactnred wound over third rib. 

2 . One punctured wound over humeral end ot left clavicle. 

Shot felt inside. Did not allow extraction. Recovered. 

12-4-19. Vll. Dewan Ohand of Baghbanpnra Examiner’s office. 

Came walking. Had one punctured wound over right 7 tb rib. Game 
twice after that. 

12-4-19. VIIL Abdul Majid, Waterworks. Had one punctured 
wound below angle of right scapula. Did not come after that. 

12-4-19. IX. Mohd. Latif, Ohank Jhanda. Had one pun- 
ctured wound on back of right leg below knee. Did not come after- 
wards. 

12-4-19. X. Karam Ohand, Moti Bazar. Came walking. Had one 
wound punctured over angle of right jaw. Did not come afterwards. 

12-4-19. XI. Anant Ram, Su.tar Mandli. A bruise over left 
haunch. 

12- 4-19, XII. Ohanan Din, House No. 3485. 

Brought on a cot. Had following wounds : — 

1. Over right parietal bone about 1 -^" to right from middle line. 

Brain substance was protruding out, 1 * size. 

2 . Second wound over right side of head over the ear, 2 ” size. 

Brain substance wasjoozing out. Skull bones were frac . 
tnred. Patient was unconscious. Pulse good. Died after 
few weeks. (Meningitis). 

13- 4-19. 1 . Ghafur, son of Kadur Bakhsh, Tabela Ali Bakhsh. 
One punctured wound on right side over 7th rib. Mid axillary 

line cured. Aged below 12. 

2 . Abdul Latif, son of Sheikh Wahab, Tabela Ali Bakhsh. 
Had one punctured wound on nlner side of left arm, running back- 
wards, On 20-4-1 9 shot was removed. Aged below 12. 

13-4-19. 3 Prem Nath, Kucha Chah Tilyan, aged below 14. 
Brought by his father. (Mall case). 

Had following wounds : — 

1 Pnnctured wound over 4th rib— -Back. 

2 One punctured wound over 6 th rib „ 

2 » » „ „ 8 th rib „ 

3 „ Shot removed on 19-4-19. 
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m statement of Lala Raghmiath Sahal,, B. A,, Vakil, 

High Court, age 46, Lahore. 

I have been practising for the last 20 years. I am a member of 
'•the Indian Association, Lahore, and have been so for several years* 
-I am also a member of tbe Provincial Congress Committee* 
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3 . A pnnctnred^^^w^ in the lower surface of the penis. 

4 A small flap punctured wound on the lower surface of glan» 
penis. Tinct ! lodi dressing was done. 

12 - 4 - 19 . 

II. Imam Din Tokri Firoz, Ohangha Mohalla, house of Mian 
Abdul Karim, was brought on a cot, and had following wounds ; 

1 . A punctured wound over right second matatarsal jjhalangeai 
joint on dorsal surface. No bleeding. No shot could be telt. 

2 . A punctured wound over right testicle. Shot felt inside the 
testicle. 

3. A punctured wound in the middle of right leg in froit. 
felt on the back of leg about 3* apart from it, 

4 . A punctured wound abpdi^ l|f , lower than 3rd wound ; of the 

same variety. ■ 'V ' , 

On 15-4-12. Two shots were extracted, one from each wound of 
the left hand ; wound probed. Nothing felt. 

12-4.19. III. Khushi Ram aged 19 or 20 , brought on a cot 
semiconscious; talk inteligible. Came in a condition of shock, pale 
and cyanosed. Pulse feeble and quick. Respiration, as if fighting for 
air. Had 9 wounds. 

Four on chest and five on arm. Those on chest; — 

1. Below clavicle. 

2. Over rib, just below it. 

: : ; 3. On neck. ; ; ' ^ 

4. On 7th rib. 

All on right side. 

Arms-one was also on right arm. 

Said to have died, just after he was sent away. 

12-4-10. IV. Allah Baksh, Haveli Khan. 

Brought on cot. There was bleeding. The pulse was rather 
feeble. 

Had one crn 9 .bed wound on right side of head near temple. 

Bone was bare. Eye ball was protruding. It was 4" long, 2 * 
wide and about 1 ' deep. 

Saw him afterwards till recovery. Right eye is lost. 

12-4-19. y. Muzaffar Ali inside Mochi Gate, came walking. 

Had one punctured wound over left arm at the junction of middle 
and lower third. 

On 16th. A buck-shot was extracted. 

12-4-19. VI. Allah Rakha, Kasera Bazar. 

Came walking. Had following wounds : — 
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1. One panetared wound over third rib. 

2a One punctured wound over humeral end of left clavicle. 

Shot felt inside. Did not allow extraction. Recovered. 

12-4-19. Vil. Dewan Ohand of Baghbanpura Examiner’s office. 
lOame walking. Had one punctured wound over right 7th rib. Cam© 
twice after that. 

12-4-19. VIIL Abdul Majid, Water works. Had one punctured 
wound below angle of right scapula. Did not come after that. 

12-4-19. IX. Mohd. Latif, Ohauk Jhanda. Had one pun- 
ctured wound on back of right leg below knee. Did not come after- 
wards. 

12-4-19. X. Karam Ohand, Moti Bazar. Came walking. Had one 
wound punctured over angle of right jaw. Did not come afterwards. 

12-4-19. XI. Anant Ram, Sntar Mandli. A bruise over left 
haunch. 

12- 4-19. XII. Ohanan Din, House No. 3485. 

Brought on a cot. Had following wounds : — 

1. Over right parietal bone about 1 ^” to right from middle line. 

Brain substance was protruding out, I' size. 

2. Second wound over right side of head over the eat , 2” size. 

Brain substance was|oozing out. Sknll bones were frac . 
tnred. Patient was unconscious. Pulse good. Died after 
few weeks. (Meningitis). 

13- 4-19. 1. Ghafnr, son of Kadnr Bakhsh, Tabela All Bakhsh. 

One punctured wonnd on right side over 7th rib. Mid axillary 

line oared. Aged below 12. 

2. Abdul Latif, son of Sheikh Wahab, Tabela Ali Bakhsh. 
Had one punctured wound on ulner side of left arm, rnaning back- 
wards. On 20-4-19 shot was removed. Aged below 12. 

13-4-19. 3 Prem Nath, Kucha Ohah Tilyan, aged below 14. 

Brought by his father. (Mall case). 

Had following wounds : — 

1 Punctured wound over 4th rib— Back. 

2 One punctured wonnd over 5th rib „ 

2 „ „ „ „ 8th rib „ 

3 „ Shot removed on 19-4-19. 
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J^e statement of Lala Raghonath Sahai, B. A., VaM, 

High Court, age 45 , Lahore. 

I have been practising for the last 20 years. I am a member of 
the Indian Association, Lahore; and have been so for several years, 
l am also a member of the Provincial Oongresa Oommittee. 
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The hardships which the people had to bear on acconnt of the 
objcctioBable system of recrniting and the methods followed in the 
raising of the various battalions, the rise in the prices of necessaries 
and in the income tax, the false hope of freedom which the people 
were led to entertain, and the keen disappointment which followed, 
these were among the many canses that led to popnlar discontent. 
This feeling of discontent was accentnated by the introdnction of the 
Eowlatt Bill and the passing of the Eowlatt Act in the teeth of nn- 
animons opposition hy the non-official members of the Indian 
Legislatnre. The result was a widespread agitation. Meetings were 
held on the 4th of February and on the 9th of March. Then oa 
Mr. Gandhi's message. 

The Hartal of the 6th of April, in Lahore, was a complete Hartal, 
notwithstanding the strennous efforts of several Eai Bahadurs and 
Honorary Magistrates to the contrary. A public meeting was held 
in the afternoon at the Bradlangh Hall. It was a crowded meeting, 
and overflow meetings had to be arranged. I addressed three such 
meetings and spoke on the strength of soul force as opposed to 
violence. 

On the 7tb, the 8th, and the 9th, nothing untoward happened. 
On the morning of the 10th, the news of the : arrest of Mahatma 
Gandhi brought about another complete Hartal, 

In the evening of the 10th, I heard firing while I was in the Punjab 
Association Club. I came hack to my house at about 8 p. m. Near 
my house in the Lohari Gate Cbowk, I saw a crowd being dispersed 
by the Police. When I reached my house, I heard some shots fired 
towards Anarkali side. I saw Earn Bhaj Datta addressing 
a crowd, asking them to disperse. The people sat down to 
hear Bam Bhaj Datt. Soon after, I heard firing into the crowd 
that was being dispersed. Some people were wounded and some were 
killed. The [firing on the evening of the 10th at *the Lohari Gate 
Chowk was absolutely unjustified. The crowd could have been 
easily dispersed without firing, and only few Sowars would have been 
sufficient to clear the Chowk. 

On acconnt of the firing on the 10th, the Hartal continued on 
the 11th. On that date, people, when asked to open their shops, in- 
sisted on the wounded being returned to the people. Had this reason- 
able request been granted, the Hartal would have ended. 

The Military began to parade efttside the Lohari Gate. The 
High Conrt and the other courts were doing their usual work. In 
the High Court Par-room, a little after 12 noon, Mr. Ganpat Eai 
came and asked me to go over to the Badshahi Mosque to pacify. 
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the people, as the Deputy Commissioner wanted ns to do so. 
Everything passed off quietly on that day, Ou the 12th, also, the 
Hartal continued. The courts were working as usual. The authorities 
had kept two armed cars in the High Court to be used, if necessary, 
but nothing happened to justify the official anxiety. In the ’noon, 
we heard the firing at Hira Mandi. The 13th was a Baisakhi day. 
There was a meeting at Dtini Chand’s in the afternoon, which £ 
attended. There were present the leading citizens of Lahore, 
including the Ohowdharies. They were all trying to have Hartal 
ended, but the people would not listen to them, unless, something was 
done as regards the dead and the wounded, and the military were 
removed from the City. People had been goaded owing to their reason- 
able requests having been repeatedly refused, and they began to say 
that they would continue the Hartal, as long as Sir Michael O'Dwyer 
was the Lieut. Governor. On 14th April, the leaders were deported. 
This excited the people further, and the Hartal was continued. 

Then followed the Martial Law and its attendant horrors. People 
believed that Martial Law was applied to Lahore for the purpose of 
having the Hartal ended, and in order to justify the firing which took 
place on the 10th and the 12th. I share in that belief, and I think 
farther that it was intended to furnish a practical argument 
against the then pending Scheme of Reforms. It was also intended 
to strike at the rise of political agitation. Judging from the resnlta 
I must say that it did succeed in suppressing political agitation for a 
time, but at the cost of the loss of onr faith in the honesty and justice 
of the bureaucracy. 
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The statement Mr. Jai Qopal Tandon, Editor and Proprietor of 
the “ Liberal ”, late Joint Editor, the “ Punjabee ”, Hony. 
Secretary, Punjab Hindu Sabha, President, Lahore 
Sewa Samati, Vice President, Ram Lila 
Committee, Lahore, 


I was formerly Joint Editor, and at one time, General Manager 
of the “Punjabee”, an English Daily newspaper, published at 
Lahore, which ceased publication during Martial Law days on 
the demand of security from the proprietors. 

I was in Lahore throughout the nnfortnnate period of the distnr* 
hances, although my connection with the “ Punjabee " had practically 
ceased with effect from the 6th of February, 1919. I live in a most 
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central part of the Town, and come in daily contact with all eksses 
■of people. It seems to me that Public life in the Punjab had been 
growing for some time, and the people had begun to take a lively 
interest in matters afiecting the future welfare of the country. 
This has been due to various causes, not the least, among them, 
being the Punjab’s share, admittedly great, in winning the Empire’s 
battles in the West, and fighting, side by side with the English, with 
the enemies of civilisation and of the freedom and liberty of Nations. 
A reactionary measure like the Eowlatt Act, passed at a time when 
India expected to be placed on a footing of egnality with the rest of 
the nations, and rushed through the Council in the face of unanimons 
oppositions offered by the accredited representatives of the people, 
naturally aroused a keen disappointment, and this led to a widespread 
constitutional agitation for its repeal. I first attended the meeting 
held in the Bradlaugh Hall on the 6 th of April^ 1919, the day of 
the Hartal, and confidently assert that except for the cries by some 
irresponsible persons in the huge assembly against two European 
Officers, which met with immediate and strong rebuke from the 
Chairman of the meeting. Pandit Hambhaj Dntt Chowdarij and Dr. 
G-okal Chand Nanrang, it was a peaceful meeting, conducted in a most 
lawful manner. 

The Hartal itself was quite unorganised and spontaneous, and 
though several interested persons in Lahore have been at pains 
during the trials to attribute the Hartal to those against whom they 
have had long-standing enmities, the fact remains that before the 
morning of the 6 th, when all shops from one end of the City to the 
other were closed, no body conld imagine that there would be such 
complete and universal Hartal as we did have eventnally. As is well 
known, the Hartal ceased on the evening of the 6 th of April, and 
people resumed their usual business the following morning. 

The 9th of April was sacred to the memory of Shri Earn 
Chandra, who is worshipped by a large section of the Hindu com- 
munity as a Q-od. In pursuance of the practice of previous years, a 
procession was organised to celebrate this anspicious day. It was a 
purely religions procession. The Mahomedans also joined the proces- 
sion in large numbers, but this too was not nnnsual. The practice 
had been encouraged by the authorities, and their eftorts in the 
direction of Hindu Mahomedan Unity had, it appears, begun to take 
shape. I had something to do with the arrangements for the cele- 
bration of the festival in my capacity as the Yiee President of the 
Earn Lila Committee, and I remained with the procession throughout. 

I did not notice any display of Anti-British or Anti-Government 
feeling. Por one thing, the portraits of their Imperial Majesties, the 
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King Emperor and the Qneen Empress* adorned many places on the 
route and they were garlanded* The 'portraits of Mr* Gandhi and, 
perhaps, one or two Indian leaders were also hung* Some Mahomedan 
leading gentlemen of Lahore also joined the procession at my reijuast** 
This request was made to them at the desire of the authorities in 
charge of the procession, conveyed to me throngh Dr* Nihal Ohand, 
the President of the Ram Lila Committee. Their presence added to 
the grandeur of the show, but they did nothing to which any reason- 
able objection could possibly be taken. It is significant that the 
Magistrate and Inspector of Police in charge of the procession did 
not make a complaint to the organisers against any undesirable things 
and they left apparently fully satisfied with the peaceful manner in 
which the day had passed. 

The second Hartal, in my opinion, was due solely to the news 
about the arrest of Mr. Gandhi* It could not have been due to the 
happenings at Amritsar, because, at that time the people of Lahore 
did not know anything about them. It was spontaneous and it would 
not have lasted so long as it did, if the authorities had been more 
tactful in handling the situation. What was needed was sympathy 
and not Martial Law, for, sympathy would have had more lasting 
results, and would have avoided the wide-spread discontent that has 
followed in the wake of Martial, Law. In those days, there were 
indiscriminate arrests and house searches, and nobody considered 
himself safe. The most respectable people were suspected as bad- 
mashes and the Martial Law posters were put op at their houses, 
not so much with the object of informing the people of the subject 
matter of these posters (for some of the houses selected were not fit 
places for that purpose) as, with the object of harassing the persons 
concerned. 

A regular watch was kept on these houses and the slightest in- 
jury to the notices was severely punished- 
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TM statement of Lala Ratan Chand, Honorary Secretary, Punjab 
Provincial Congress Committee, Lahore, 

I have been a member of the Indian Association and the Punjab 
Provincial Congress Committee for several years. For two years, I 
was the Joint Secretary of the latter body. Early in 1919 , I was 
elected the Secretary of the Provincial Congress Committee. In the 
joint meeting of the Indian Association and the Provincial Congress 
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Cfommitliee, which was held on the 2ad of April to consider the 
advisibility of holding a pnblic meeting on the 6fch to appeal to His 
Majesty for vetoing the Rowlatt Act, I moved a resolntion that the 
idea of having a meeting and hartal be dropped. The proposal was 
considered and rejected by a large majority. The fact of my having 
moved this resolution was telegraphed by the Associated Press and 
published in the various newspapers in the country. I did not take 
part in the demonstration of the 6th, nor did I join any meeting held 
or procession formed in Lahore from the 6th to the 13th of April, 

On the 15th of April, Martial Law was declared, and frma the 
16th, Martial Law Notices began to be posted at ray place, I 
warned, that I was responsible for their safety and proper exhibition,, 
and that if any one of them was torn, spoiled or mutilated I would 
be severely punished. 

I immediately wrote to the District Magistrate protesting against 
these notices being put on my house, submitting that I had taken 
no part in any 0 ! the events that had happened in Lahore, and even 
had opposed the holding of the meeting and of Hartal on the 6th of 
April. A newspaper catting, containing the Associated Press tele- 
gram above referred to, was attached in support of my submission. 
I sought an interview with the District Magistrate, hut it was not 
granted. 

On the 19th, I received a written order from the District 
Magistrate, requiring me to produce my carriage the next day before 
the Transport Officer. I immediately posted a reply that I did not 
possess any carriage. The next day, I received another written 
order calling upon me to present myself personally before the 
District Magistrate at the Telegraph Office, I, accordingly, went 
there and was asked by the District Magistrate why I had not 
complied with the order requiring me to produce my carriage. On 
my explaining that I had never possessed any carriage, the District 
Magistrate made a note on the file and allowed me to go away. 
Two days later, however, at about 8-30 p. m., a Sub Inspector of Police 
came to my boose and arrested me under a warrant (signed by Mr. 
Pyson, District Magistrate) for having failed to produce my carriage 
before the Transport Officer. I explained to the Sub Inspector that 
I had no carriage and that I had already sent a written reply and 
verbally explained to the District Magistrate ; but he said that be 
must carry ont his orders. 1 was accordingly arrested and marched 
on loot to the Anarkali Police Statiqn. The Inspector caused enquiry 
to be made at night of my neighbours and relations, and having 
satisfied himself that I never kept any conveyance, released me at 
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midnight after about 4 hours’ detestion, cm executing a personal 
recognisance for B,s. 300. As a result of exposure at night, I got 

fever and bronchitis the next day. 

On the afternoon of the Slths when I was in bed with fever on, 
I was arrested for the second time, pat in a motor car guarded by 
Bnropean soldiers with fixed bayonets, driven first to the Anarkali 
Station, and then to the Delhi Gate Kotwali, where I was taken oat 
of the Oar. Here a procession was formed with nayself and two other 
prisoners in the centre^ guarded by about 50 European armed soldiers. 
We were made to march through the main Bazars of the City to 
the ifort, a distance of more than a mile. The next morning, I, with 
the two other gentlemen above mentioned, was produced before Ool* 
North, the Officer Oommandiog the Fort, who told os that he did 
not know how long we were to be kept in the Fort. He ordered 
us not to speak to each other or to any body else, and said that if any 
of us infringed this order, he would receive 30 lashes for the 
first offence, and if the offence was repeated, he should not expect 
to leave the Fort alive. I was confined in the Fort for 50 days. 
During this period, I requested several times the Sub-alterns 
and Sergeants, who came to see me from time to time, to let 
me know the nature of the charge against me, but each time 
I was told that I would be informed in due course. About 35 days 
after my arrest, Col. Brackenbur , who had succeeded Col. Johnson in 
the Command of the Lahore Civil Area, paid a visit to the Fort, and 
enquired if we had any complaint to make. I requested him to let 
me know the charge against me and the law under which I was 
arrested. He replied that he knew nothing, but would enquire. A 
few minutes afterwards, he intimated to me through an Indian 
Assistant that I had been arrested under the orders of the Civil 
Authorities, and that he would write to the latter either to send me 
up for trial before a Special Tribunal, or release me if there was no 
case against me. But I never heard anything until the 13th June, 
(about 40 hours after the withdrawal of Martial Law) when a. Police 
OflScer came to the Fort, put me in a Tonga and left me at my house. 

On the 24th of April, immediately after my arrest, my house and 
library were searched for about five hours and some papers were 
taken away which have not yet been returned. It is also noteworthy 
that daring the whole period of my detention, Martial Law Notices 
continued to be posted at my house, causing considerable hardship and 
anxiety to my wife and my two younger brothers, both of whom were 
students, who had to guard and exhibit them properly. 

It might be of interest to mention that .on the l'§th of April, I 
wrote a letter to the Hon’ble Mr. Brinivas Sastfi, President of Abe 
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Servants of India Society, Poona, requesting him to visit the Punjab 
before embarking for England. It is quite possible that this letter 
was censored in the Post Office and gave offence to the authorities, 
as it is a notorions fact that the Punjab Government in those days did 
not favour the idea of any outsider visiting the Punjab and seeing 
for himself the state of affairs. 
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The statement of Lala KasM Ram, son of Lala Charan Das^ 
aged 47 years^ Kamraf fPhysicmi) of Lahore, 


I have been practising as a Taid for the last twenty years in 
this city. 

I was continuously at Lahore from the 30th of March to the 
10th of June. 

I noticed no excitement in the mind of the people up to the 
€th of ApriL 

The Rowlatt Bills no doubt occasioned resentment in the 
minds of the people, but there was no visible excitement. 

I personally took no part in Politics. 

Hartal was observed on the dt'" *>f ApriL 

It did not occasion any excitement. People were in a sorrow- 
ful mood. Up to 5 p. m, in the afternoon of the 10th, everything 
was calm and in a normal condition in the City. I live in the 
very heart of the City. I learnt of the incident at the Mall at 
about 9 p. m. I had heard of Gandhi’s arrest at abont 5 p. m. 
from persons who were going throngh the Bazar announcing the fact* 
This occasioned resentment, and people began to close their shops. 
Some peple were calling out, ‘‘ Release Gandhi and arrest us.’* 
This began to attract a crowd. At this time, I was in my house in 
Langa- Mandi, opposite the Water Reservoir. Prom my house, 
some 40 or 50 persons went towards the Bazar Hatta (cloth 
merchants* shops)* There was a mixture of grown up men and 
lads. 

At about 2 a. m., an anouncement by beat of drum took 
place to the effect that no one was to stand or be found in the 
Bazar after 4 a. m., as the Cavalry would be then marching 
through. 

On the night of the 10th, and during the whole of the 11th, I 
saw the Police in the City going their usual round ^ in different 
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Chowks-, The Police had not been withdrawn from the city. Itce 
after the erents of the 10th, Europeans could have entered the 
city with safety. There was absolutely no feeling of enmity or 
hatred against Europeans. There was relsentment only against the 
action of the GoYcrnment in causing Gandhi’s arrest. 

On the 12 th of April, I went to the Badshahi Mosque with 
Lala Dharam Ohand at about 10 a. m. The speeches made in my 
presence were not in any way inflammatory. The speakers were 
addressing the people to end the Hartal and open their shops, as 
the closing of shops would do no good. I heard Mr. Duni Ohand 
and Pandit Eambhaj Datta addressing the people in this way. 

About half an hour later, I heard a rumour that the Cavalry 
had come up to the Gate. I mentioned this to Mr. Duni Ohand 
and asked him to make inquiries, as we did not know what might 
be the outcome of that. I do not know what was done, but feeling 
anxious, I left the meeting and came out by the Rowshnai Gate, 
and met the Cavalry at the turning from the Hira' Mandi to 
Rowshnai Gate Road. I then proceeded towards the Chowk and 
found that behind the Cavalry there was a Police party, and 
behind it were some European Civil Officers, Nawab Mohammad 
Ali and others. I saw the European Officers and Nawab Sahib at 
once ordering the shopkeepers to open their shops. Round these 
officers, a crowd had collected to watch their proceedings. I then 
went home. It must have taken me 15 or 20 minutes to reach- 
home from the Badslmhi Mosque. I had noticed a number of 
Aeroplanes flying very low over our heads* 

When I left the meeting, it was in no way unmanageable, and 
it did not appear to be bent upon any mischief. 

About 5 or 7 minutes after I reached home, I saw a man 
being carried in a hand cart. It was probably Khusi Ram. A 
large body of men had come back, some running and walking. ' I 
heard no noise of firing. There is always a great deal of noise 
■going on in the Bazar, which accounts for my not having heard 
shots fired, though my house is only a furlong or so from the 
Hira Mandi Chowk. The noise in the Bazar was not due to the 
'crowd, but to the usual causes existing in such places. 

Martial„Law was ' proclaimed- at about 5 p. m. on the after- 
noon of .the 15th. of April. The Martial Law Officers were opposite 
my house. One of the Martial Law notices was posted on the door 
leading to the upper story of the house in which I live. I could not 
understand why this was done, , as I did not occupy any part of the 
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premises on the first floor. Now, from the cYidenoe of Ool. John 
son, I learnt that notices were pasted on the houses of those who 
were not notoriously loyal; and, therefore, I presume, that I 
must have been reported against by the 0. 1. D-, though, 1 had 
neyer npto that time joined even the Congress, 

When people called out “ Martial Law ki Jai ”, it was not 
intended to show their approval of it. This cry was raised deri- 
sively- No portion of the population approved of this law, except 
probably the Police who got an opportunity of levying black mail. 

lei ■' 

The statement of Dr* Prem Nath, M. B. Ch* {Qlasffow)^ 
jD* Sm {Glasgow}^ Surgeon and Phgsktan^ age 30 years^ 
residing at 6 Meshit Road^ Lahore. 


On the 10th April, 1919, after doing my day’s work, I started 
for my constitutional as usual. I walked along the Beadon Road, 
and on reaching the Mall, I noticed that there was some noise on 
the Post OiGSce side, and to satisfy my curiosity I started walking 
that side. 

I noticed a number of Policemen running up the Upper Mall, 
and then forming a line across the road opposite the O’Dwyer 
Soldiers’ Club. Then I sawflashes and heard the reports of volleys 
fired at a crowd. That crowd was only on the foot path on this 
side of the Upper Mall, not in the road itself. 

Seeing two wounded persons, I introduced myself as a doctor to 
the Sahib Bahadur, who was only half dressed and very much 
excited. His voice was hoarse. He pushed me aside with the 
words, ** Tou are not wanted here, get away.” 

A black piece of cloth tied to two sticks was being carried in 
front of them. When I saw the crowd before the firing, it was 
standing opposite the English Warehouse. I saw the two wounded 
persons, who were bleeding profusely, put in a bamboo cart, and 
ordered to be removed to the Charging Cross Police Post. 

The Sahib Bahadur, with his handful of Policemen, pursued 
the retiring crowd with the butt-ends of their rifles and drove it 
back. A Doctor friend of mine, who was walking on the Mall, 
and myself went to the Charging Cross Police Post. We saw the 
two wounded persons lying on charpies. 

I examined one, a young Hindu aged 22 years, dressed in a 
black jacket and pyjamas, and who appeared to be a student. He 
was lying dead with his face smeared with blood. 
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The second was a Mohamadar. named Firoadinf a fiiierhy 
profession. He was shot in the thigh and was still bleeding* 
His pulse was getting weak. On my strongly protesting at Ws 
being left in snch a condition, he was given a glass of milk* 

Jnst then, a Sawar brought the Sahib Bahadur’s order that no 
•one should see the wounded, so we had to leave without being able 
to dress the wounded. On returning home, I was informed of a 
student in the Dyal Singh College having been wounded ; so I 
hurried there. That student had received a bullet wound on the 
forehead. The number people I saw on the foot path, was 
about 200. Europeans were passing in carriages and motors 
without hindrance, almost upto the time of the firing. There 
was no crowd on the Mail Road itself. When I saw the crowd, it 
was at a standstill and was being addressed by some people. At 
ihe time of the firing, the Police were about tea yards off across 
the road and I was behind them. I saw nothing which could show 
that the crowd was excited or truculent. 


mz 

The statement of Lala Munshi Ram* son of Lala Parah Dyal^ 
age SS, late Manager of the Punjahee^ Lahore^ 

I was here during the Hartal. I recollect the Hartal which 
occurred on the evening of the lOfch of April, on the news of 
Mr. Gandhi’s arrest becoming known. 

; ; I was present at the meeting of the 12th April at the Badshahi 

Mosque at 10 o’clock. The leaders, i. e., Lala Harkishan Lai, 
Ram BhaJ Datta and others told the people that it would be well 
for them to open their shops. People were asking for the dead 
bodies before doing so. The leaders said, the bodies would be 
xeceived, but the people replied they could not rely upon the 
assurance and that the bodies should be first received. We saw 
then aeroplanes flying over head. People became excited and a 
;great confusion arose, increased by the noise of the aeroplanes* 
Ham BhaJ Datta had been telling them to go and open their shops, 
but it was difficult for the people to hear him. 

Seeing that the presence of the aeroplanes was exciting the 
audience, Ram Bhaj Datta told them that there was no cause for ex- 
citement, as Mr, Pyson had promised that no soldier would be sent 
into the City. Thereupon, a man in the audienoe called "oul that 
ihe Military had come into the' City, , and "-were, ai that^ time, 


240 


Lahore-"No.i62C£m{<i.&i63. 




stationed by the gate. Seeing jtaUed ont to Bara 

asmallex committee »ho.W be 

„pUed, be eeew Bet bear me. .p to the .tage 

and «ey wbat I msbed to say. . ^^,°]™„ 5 ,lble to oomo to 

and proposed a Snb Committee, proposal was seconded 

any decision in such a vas Committee was al^o nomina- 

and carried unanimonsly. ,,,iaed that the Sub 

ted with powers to ad • ^ + ivrr T)iini Chand’s 

Oommittee .bonld meet In tbe epnmg at Hr- Bn 

I tried to come „„ one from tb. 

OoToltyman at tbe Botbnai ®“ ^ ^ ^gi^ent o£ oavalry 

Badshahi Mosque could go tha T & 

^as stationed there. He even threatened me 

by the way behind the Tebsil and the Gaiety 

I adopted this course. Ip ^ rj-oie From near 

Theatre, and then tnrned towards ^ ® j the direction o£ 

the Gaiety Theatre, I saw troops j ,P,eted the 

theHort and lining np m H . ^ ^t^ere I was coming 

Lohari Gate, a policeman on n y said that a 

from. I told him, Horn the Badshahi Bosque ^ 

report o^firing there had been hea^d nd-^^ 

Mosqnewhen this ocenrred. I said, J- na . 

having left before it took place. opportunities of 

As late manager of "J,, ^ay that upto tE® 

knowing the state of mind of the pe p • towards English- 

»1teH.n of tbe flovernment. and n.t toward, 

individuals. 
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Krishna Hotek -LohoTer 


nrbins as sTjbur^ the Punjab for the kst 
y, . “;::r 1 ”2 “4 -a centeeene... andntben 

assemblies in tbe eapaelty oI Press a'P"*'- 
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As a Press Reporter, I atteuded tbe Bradlaiigh Hall imetmg, 
held on the 6th o£ April, 1913* 

On the CYcning o£ .the. lOth, of; April, wheh I was sitting iM' 
mv office, 'which is sitnated outside the Bhati Gate, 1 lieiird a 
report that Shriman Gandhi' had been arrested, that the tdiy 
was immediately going to ohserye a Hartal, and that large crowds 
■ o£ people 'Were going towards the; Mall Road^ . .On. this, ,1. left iiiy 
office with a view to get a report for the Press. When I ap- 
proached the Mia Gumbad Square, I heard people saying that 
shots had been fired at the Upper Mall. I observed that oien 
v/ere coming back and being chased by a detachment o£ the pollc^v 
consisting of between 20 and 25 policemen, led by ao Englishman. 
After a short time, the cavalry arrived and forced the crowd back 
to the Anarkali Chauk. There, the people stopped and shouted, 
“ Release Gandhi, Release Gandhi.’* It was dark by this time* 
Pandit Rambhaj Datta Chowdry, with the permission of the De- 
puty Commissioner, who was present on horseback at the scene,, 
stood up to address the people and advised them to disperse* He 
was given two minutes in which to get the people to disperse* 
People had sat down to listen toihim. He told them, ** Disperse, as 
the Sahib says, he will direct firing after tw’o minutes, according 
to instructions.” Whilst the speech was going on, shots were 
fired, and the people instantly began to run away. I did not see 
any persons throwing stones or bricks* The Police and Military 
had so pushed the crowd that no one remained in their rear to 
throw stones- from behind. 

On the 12th of April, I went to the Badshahi Mosque and saw m 
large gathering of people. There was an incident there about 
a C. I. D. Inspector. I heard somebody saying' that there was a 
Inspector present, and I saw a little after, that he was 
away from the meeting, leaving behind liis turban, and 
tliat he had been assaulted on the head. I waited there for -some- 
time, but as there was no President, the business' of the meeting 
could not be commenced. I was tired, and I came out. Jus& as I 

: Mosque, - I' saw ■Lala''Harkishen 

Duni Ohand. ' At this time, I happened to ' look up towards the- 
Fort, where I Noticed a British soldier signalling something. 
After a short time I saw aeroplanes hovering round the Badshahi ■ 
Mosque. The 'aeroplanes arrived as the' resiilfi. of the signalling 
dhatylffiad^-hotlced.'': ' 
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While I was watehiog the oeropknes li0?6ri»g overhead, 
relntiiing from the direction o! Hira Mancii brought reporti 0} 
the arrival of the rnfantry and cavalry. I went there and mw that, 
the cavalry and infantry had been stationed froai liira Mandi 10 
the Gaiety Theatre. The Depnty Commissioner was moving ahoiit 
' on horseback with a pistol in his hand. Nawab Mahommad Ali 
Khan and others also accompanied him. One detachment of 
cavalry blocked np the chief gate of Hajsnri Bagh. About an hour 
and half after this, the Badshahi Mosqne meeting was over and 
people began to come out. On one side, the cavalry came out 

„in ..the open, ..field, and on the other, people: ghonting,,.:,.0'rte^^^^^^^^^ 

Release Gandhi’^ approached the fliramandi Choxik. The i)|j* 
pnty Commissioner also came on spnrring his horse, with the 
military and police from the direction of the Gaiety Theatre 
towards that side of the square (Hiramandi). A large number of 
men had passed this spot, but a still larger had not. At this time, 
the fire was opened. The people fled in whatever directions they 
could. I did not see any body throwing bricks or stones. 

The statement in the Government Commnniqne that the 
military werfe coming from the direction of the Delhi Gate, 
when they met the mob in the Hira Mandi Chank, is untrue and 
without any foundation. The military nowhere collided with the 
crowd, but on the other hand, the military had been stationed 
near the Gaiety Theatre beforehand (l^- hoars before the passing of 
the crowd). The military stationed there seemed to be waiting 
to open fire on the people, when they came out of the Mosqne. 
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T/ie stJterneytt of Salig Ram, ProprieAor Arorbaii^ Pres.% 
and Ediior of the. Arorham Sudkarak^ Lahore. 


I am the proprietor of the Arorbans Press and Honorary 
Editor of the Arorbans Sudharak. My age is 56 years. Oo the 
19th of April at ,8-30 a. m., two constables in uniform and one in 
plain clothes came to my honse, and told me that I was wanted by 
Khnda Bakhsh, Inspector, I accompanied them and found Klmdii 
Bakhsh standing near the honse of Lala Eira Lai Kapnr. He told 
me that I was .wanted in connection with the recent disturbances 
and must go to the Kotwali. I was accordingly taken to a spot 
opposite the Ghi Mandi, and made to sit there surrounded by a 
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iBumber of constables ’with fixed bayonets*,; After a short time. 
Inspector Khnda Bakhsh bronglit Lala liira Lai Kajmr there* 
Both of xi 3 were taken ihrongh' the Shahalmi Gate and the Circiilai 
Gardens to the Delhi Gate Police Station. There we found a large 
.number of respectable persons arrested and in handcuffs, among 
them being Lala Mohan Lai, Banker, Lala Kishen Chand, a carpet 
merchant and Lala Duni Chand, a piece goods merchant. I and 
Lala Hira Lai were made to sit in the office room. After a short 
time, many other persons were brought out of the lock-up, all in 
handcuffs. All these men were linked by one chain, and made t*> 
march in one long procession with the Sub Inspector walking 
ahead, and guarded by a large , number of constables with fixed 
bayonets. The procession was taken to the Telegraph Office. There 
w'e were made to sit on the ground. After waiting for about 2 hours, 
Mr. Broadway, Superintendent of Police, came and, addressing a!} 
of us> said, ^^0 Mm log kekte the ke Angrezi Raj nakin raka; kkare ho 
jfio- 0 turn jo hamare Mulazam ho^ Lhare ho jao* ’’ 

( You said that the British Raj had come to an end, stand up, 
you are our servants, stand up. ) 

Accordingly, we all stood up in a line. Our names were called 
out from a list. Lala Hira Lai Kapur and I were also handcuffed. 
We were then marched via Mozang and Temple roads to the Jail, 
thus having to walk in the sun about 4 miles. When we reached 
the Jail, the Police removed the handcuffs, but the Jaii 
authorities put their own handcuffs on our hands. A thorough 
search of our persons was made. We were then taken inside and 
confined in solitary cells. Each cell is only 12£t. by 10ft., and 
has only one door without any ventilator. There is an earthen 
.,ihara (raised platform) about 3ft. high, 6ft. long, and 2ft. wide. 
The prisoner has to sleep on It. The prisoner had to answer the 
calls of nature in the cell, two small earthen pots'^being provided 
for the purpose. Each prisoner was supplied with two blankets. 
The number of mosquitoes in the cell was so large that, though 
■was April, I had to cover myself with a blanket in order to save 
myself from their bites. During' the night, the watchmen used to 
wake us up 4 or 5 times. The' food served to us was so had that even 
a menial would not have, taken it. The chapatia w^ere made of fi,uur 
•mixed with sand and earth, and' ; were hard like wood., The dd 
supplied was ofMassoor grain; it was black like ink, and cmiitel' a 
very offensive odour. Resignmg myself to my fate, I pul ''the 
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mul ^ial Midt and took notkiag for four clays. I livc'iB 
only oa water which I had to htiag. from the pipe* 

On the r#th ihi}\ arraiiigemenls for better food w^ere made hj 
r«y relations, who were allowed to do so at their own cjost. 

On the 24th, we were all brought oat of our cells and haiiii-' 
miffed and linked together by one chain as before, and put in 
charge of the Sub Inspector who had brought us to the Jail five' 
days before. A procession was again formed surronnded by 
constables with fixed bayonets. Wc were marched on foot hack, 
to the Police Station. On the way, several among the 
particularly Bhai Wadhawa Singh, aged about 70 and Bhai Mehr* 
Singh, aged about 65, felt considerable trouble and inconii'Cnierice 
in walking, and could reach the Police Station with great difficulty 
after two hours. Here, wc were again confined ii the lock up till 
4 p. m., when Mr. Bowring, Chief 0. I. D. Officer came. We were- 
all ushered into his room,, where he addressed us, making a speech 
against pleaders generally. He said that the pleaders incited the 
people against the Rowlatt Act, because they apprehended loss of’ 
income. We were ordered to giye security for Es.200 each and to 
present ourselves the next day with witnesses as to cur good 
character. The evidence produced against me consisted of the state-' 
ments of notoriously bad characters and gamblers. They made a false 
statement that on the day of the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi I was 
standing on a raised platform and telling people that the British 
Raj was no longer in existence, and that we had become the real 
rulers. In my defence, I produced respectable persons who said* 
that I had never made any such speech and was a loyal persoiu 
After hearing the whole of the evidence, Mr. Bowring allowed me 
to go away. 

During the Hartal^ there was absolute peace and security in 
the City, and no kind of violence took place. People and officials 
were coming in and going out as usual. No Government servant 
was prevented from discharging his official duties. 

A large number of Laiigars (feeding booths) was started out of 
purely philanthropic motives, the object being to assist such persons 
as could not maintain themselves owing to the closing of shops. 
■Only poor persons ivere fed at the Lmgars and no speeches were- 
made, nor any instructions given, as the managers were all 
/;,■ •illiterate people. 


Lahore— No. IBS, i4.T 

165 V;*'::;;-; 

'The statement of Lala Tola Rarri,'t^^^? 54 ^/ear*% Secretary^ 

Punjab Mutual Family Relief Fund^ 

Chamherlam Road^ Lahore^ 

The comnaitke formed at the public meeting of Hindus 
Mahomedans, held in. the Badshahi Mosque, with Lala llarkishan 
Lai as Chairman and Pandit Ram Bhaj Datta^ Choudhary as 
‘■Secretary, was given the power to add:;to' ;ra numbers. In exer- 
cise of that power, they added the names of many persons on the 
.l.ith and the 13th of April, 19J 9. I was also nominated its member 
and attended the meetings on the night of the 12th and the after- 
.noon of the 13th April. The proceedings of the meeting were 
public. Everybody who came to the house of La!a Dimi Ohand, 
where the meetings were held, was allowed or asked to witness the 
proceedings or to take part in them. The attitude of the committee, 
with a few exceptions, was one of anxiety to have the shops opened 
• as soon as possible. Had it not been for the three firing incidents 
and the obstinate attitude of Sir Michael O’Dwyer ( Mr. Bryson, 
Deputy Commissioner being inexperienced and the new cfficf?.r was 
evidently playing in his hands ) in not restoring to their relatives 
the killed and wounded, the Hartal, due entirely to Mr. Gandhi^s 
arrest, would have ended within 24 hours. The Hartal was aub- 
as a mark of protest against the Ptinjab 
■Government’s action, interaliafm regard to Mr. Gandhi’s arrest. 

I came to know of the Hartal from a school mistress, who came from 
the city to my house. This was at about 4-30 p, m. It had nothing 
to do with the Amritsar incidents, the news of w-hich was received 
by the people after the first firing, i. e., after 7-30 p. ni. approxi- 
'■mately.' At, the meeting of the 13th of April, after a long 'discussion 
lasting for 6 hours, it was unanimously, .decided that the shops' 
■should be opened from the 14th. At my suggestion, some Giiou* 
::dha.ries:,and .prominent shop-keepers .(Hindus and Mohammedans,:);. 
c'werA with the committee. The decision . of:' 

the 'committee was then .annoiinced' to. the, people, gathered at 
Lala Duni Chand’s house 'by Pandit Ram ' 'Bhaj Datta in a be- 
fitting speech. Some people bisse.d, /at ' it. .a'nd made taunting 
remarks, and others received it coolly. ' Seeing the attitude of the 
people, I asked Lala Harkishan Lai, who was standing close to 
.nsj what was to be done ? He said, We will, faithfully, carry out' 
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the regolutioii of the committee, go to the city iiikI ask the peo|‘le 
either to convince ns or be convinced by ns. The Hartal miisi he 
i'.iit an e'i;id to/’ Ah a matter o! fact, he and others were cjuiie 
ready to go to the town, but the rain, bad weather, "want of; a 
conveyance and tlie visit. o£ Lala Duni Chand and Dr. liokal 
(Jhand to the Deputy Commissioner kept them from carrying 
ont their resolve. When Lala Dnni Chand and Dr. Gokal ('hand 
retnpied from the Deputy Commissioner with the message tliat he 
would give a reply re: the demands of the public for the dead 
bodies of the killed and the return of the wounded, etc. after cair 
suiting the Lieut. Governor, it was decided to go to the 
the next morning. But the Lieut. Governor, instead of gf 
reply to the demand of the people, deported the leaders, and the 
Hartal was prolonged as a protest against this (another) unwise 
act of the Lieut. Governor. 

In my opinion, Lahore did nothing to warrant the applica- 
tion of Martial Law. Lahore acted in the true spirit preached 
by Mr. Gandhi. There was no conspiracy whatever. Everything 
was spontaneous. Regarding the administration of Martial Law, 
the less said the better. The whole thing was a reign of terror 
and a continuous agony for the law-abiding and peace-loving 
oitijsens. One felt great inconvenience and trouble in those days 
and . found one’s life insecure. Restrictions in travelling and 
getting access to the Railway platforms added to the inconveuD 
ence of the people. A brother- in-law of mine died near Pattold 
in those days, and my wife wanted to go there, but I could not get 
a permit for her. Some marriages had to be postponed owing to 
the harsh restrictions placed by Martial Law Oincers. People 
were put to unnecessary trouble in furnishing lists of wheat, gram, 
etc., and surrendering all cycles, carriages and motors. Even 
men who had no carriages were put to annoyance, and their houses 
were seu-rched, because the authorities were wrongly informed that 
they had carriages in their possession. It also gave opportunities 
for police corruption and vindictiveness, 

I am the Secretary of the Arya Samaj, Wachowali, Lahore, 
and on the 1st Sunday, after the declaration of Martial Law, the 
responsible^ persons of three Samajes tried to approach the 
authorities for permission to hold the Sunday Divine Service, 
but their request was not granted. As a matter of fact, there was 
no IMvine Service for two Sundays. On the 3rd Sunday, periuiS*- 
S'iqn was granted by the OiScer Commanding to hold meetings 
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under certain restriction.^* But -the wander' was that aliliougti the 
attendance of the people fell very low,' the 0» I* D« were largely 
in attendance. On one Sunday, I noticed three C. I. I), men out 
of an attendance of about 10 persons.' The arrest without warrant 
of the Secretaries of the Anarkali and the WachowalJ Arya 
Saniaj, No. 2 (headed by Mr. Roshan Lai, B. A., Bar-at4aw) had. 
a very depressing effect 'Oil , the .members. Pandit Ganesh ■■.Dntt 
and Lala Jaggan Nath were released after , 8 days, the former w'as 
. rearrested and tried, but„acquitted: by- the court. . . Outside Lahore, 
too, the Arja Samajists were put to great trouble and oppression. 
For example, at Gajranwala., WaKirabad, Hafizabad, Akalgarh, 
■ilamaagar, Sangla Hills, etc., they were arrested 10, large pro- 
, :po,rtioiis. 'i/In . Multan, though there was no disturbance, the 
a'uthorities prevailed upon the firm of Messrs, iiaili Brothers and 
do, to dismiss two Indians who had been in their service for over 
20 jears or so, for the mere fault of attending or taking part in 
the protest meeting against the Sowlatt Bills.. Why it should, 
have been so is not intelligible. 

I know, as the Secretary of the Panjab Mutual Hindu T’amily 
Relief Fund, a semi-charitable institution intended for 
the relief of widows and orphans of the Hindu community, where 
there are 13 Directors, that the Officers directing Martial Law 
area permitted the meetings of the Board to be held on 
the absurd condition that the attendance should not exceed 10 
persons. The result of it was that no meetings of the .Board 
could be held for nearly two months, and business suffered a good 
deal. Even the General Meeting of the Fund, wdiich has over twenty 
one thousand members, and which fell due on 22nd of Jane, 1911> 
was not allowed to be convened unless under the restriction of the 
' attendance not exceeding 150 persons, in the first instance, anJ.' 
.200 persons afterwards. Consequently, the Genera! Meeting had: 
to be put off till August, 1019. 

'." .'X,. .' During the Hartal days, the people .did not lose thei'r .temper^' 
or yield to excitement, but, kept 'their head.s'. cool, and there ':..tvas. 
perfect order in the city which, would have continued, .but for the 
firing by the authorities on the 'i2th in- .Hiramandi,. resulting in 
the sudden and sad death of ,a .young ...Indian, Khuslii Earn, aged' 
20 years. 

The Langars started in the city, and outside in Anarkali and' 
Gowaliiiandi, etc., were started with the motive 0! feeding the.pO'CMr' 
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and the people coming from ont stations, and not with any idea of 
Totaliation or opposition to the Government. The action of ihe 
authorities in arresting the promoters of the Langars was a bafty 
one, calculated to interfere with the liberties of the people. 


Stttement of Dr, Nihal Cbajid SIkri, L, J/. S., Lrihore^ 

I am a member o£ the Provincial CoiigreSiS Committee and the 
Indian Association, . . 

On the 4;ih of April, I received a notice of. 
held in the Congress Library room in the evening to discuss the 
message of Mr. Gandhi to observe the 6fch of April as a day of 
^humiliation and prayer. 

In that meeting, Hartal was discussed. It was decided to hold 
a meeting in the Bradlaugh Hall on Sunday the 6th to request 
the King-Emperor to veto the Rowlatt Act. Hartal took place 
on the 6th. 

I went to the Bradlaugh Hall at % p. m. on that day and 
came back at 5-30, Every thing passed off quietly, 

I have been a license-holder offRam Naumi Procession for the 
last 5 or 6 years. This year also I was granted the license for 
having a procession on the 9th of April. 

On the evening of the 8th April, Sub Inspector Charan;jit 
Singh came to me and told me that I was wanted at the City Kor- 
wali to discuss the arrangements about the procession. I vrent 
and found the Police Inspector of Anarkali and two other Police 
-OflScers there. They showed me a letter which said that an eii'lcy 
•of Mr. Rowlatt would be an item in the procession of Ram Kanuii. 
I assured them that it was not a fact. Then they asked, if there 
was any likelihood of the Municipal Commissioners being hooted 
or hissed, if they attended the procession. I told them I could not 
say that. They suggested that I should invite Mr. Gokal Chand, 
Sardar Habib Ullah and others to join the procession, and keep the 
students under control. The Procession started late in the evening 
aod finished after midnight. All the Magistrates and Police 
Officers on dnty, accompanying the procession, were satisfied with 
the arrangements. There were short speeches on Hindu Moham- 
medan unity and on the life of Shri Ramchandra at intervals 
dnring the progress of the procession. 
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The Mohamadans put up .drinking booths and oo^operafed 
-with the Hindus in making the arrangements. 

I have been living in the city since 1908. I am aware of tlio 

.political, social and educational movements that are going on Jn 
-Lahore. There was not much political , activity In the Punjab 
before the War. There were at times’ some meetings, but the real 
beginning of a political awakening was made with the introduction 
^ of the EowlattBill, audit was also due to the views expressed by the 
Lient. Governor about the educated people. These views led ihe 
educated people to believe that they were not liked by the Govern- 
: ' ment. We had a Provincial Congress- Committee,, here. ■ There is 

# .'^also, an Indian Association of which I am a member. These tw,o 
bodies held meetings and discussed Political matters from time to 
time. Only educated classes took part in these. 



it 


A meeting was called under the auspices of the Indian 
Association- in February last, to protest against the passing of the 
Rowlatt Bill. No translations of the Act were made in the verna- 
- culars by our society, as the vernacular press had been dealing 
with it. I cannot say whether the vernacular press was educating 
the people as io the purport of the Act. 

The presence of the Franchise Committee also aroused inter- 
‘^'Ost in ’political matters. ' , 


The Eowlatt Act was passed in March, and Mr. Gandhi^s 
message of Satyagraha was received and largely discussed in the 
press and among the people themselves. 

The first Hartal came off on the 6th. It was not held in a 
truculent spirit, but people were reallv sorry that non-olficial 
views had not been attended to. 

The 'speeches which I heard in the overfiow meeting outside 
,Brad'laugh Hall, did not in any way countenance violence. Upto 
the afternoon- of the 10th, everything was going' on, as-usual, all 
the shops having been, opened, after- .the -Gth. The real reason, of 
the,,.. ..excitement in the afternoon of, the 10th was the news of -Mr. 
GandhPs arrest. This brought ' on a Hartal as a protest. There 
;.’Wa.S’:-no,-.s,hciw..:of violence on .the occasion. .' \.. 

at, the Mall' and-' outside, ’the Lohar! Gate. 
Out of those wounded that day and' on, the 12th, I attended on 11 
persons. In all cases, wounds were caused by buck shots, except 
in the case of Abdul Rahim, wounded ■ outside the Lohari, Gate, 
:w'hoLad;been.ehot.\^ ' bullet. 
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1 do not tliink there mu mj need of imrocincirig Murfuil 
Law* TliC sitoaiioii eoald liave been dealt wiiih witlioat li* 

I was one of those to whose house a Martial Law noime was 
stock ri|u I caimot saj what necessity was found for ilus Ijoing 
done* It caoHcd me great iHConvenicnee* I had to enijiluj a 
speciri! man to watch it and preirent any one from tearing it« 



For the Earn Naomi procession, subscriptions were c.'oilecicd 
from people, like Bai Bahadar Ram Saraa Dus/liaHJahaiJur -Moliaii 
Lai and others* Eai Bahadar Niranjan Das who was once the public 
prosecutor is a patron* I mention this simply to show that it 
was not a political body. For the last three years, Miisliois^^, 
to join the procession without having in view any political, 

Seven oat of the eleven accused in the Lahore conspif#^, ' 
were members o£ the Indian Association. 

Martial Law appears to me to have been introduced simply 
to strike terror in the minds of the people and to start cases 
against political workers. 

Hartal would probably have ended, by the 12th or 13th, if 
there had been no firing on the 10th. Hartal was continued so 
long out of resentment at the firing. , ' 

The deportation of Lala Harkishen Lai and others on the 
14th deepened the feeling of resentment. 

I don’t fhinfc people in the city knew about the happenings 

at Amritsar on the 10th, at the time of the firing. I live in the 
city, and it was not till 9-30 a. m. that I came to know about it, 

I did not see any animus against the Government during the 
Hartal, nor any animus against Europeans or the Police. 

Had the police force been allowed to remain in the city on. 
the lOtli there would have been no danger to it. Barring the 
0. L D., I did not heir of any other member of the police force 
being attacked. 

After the 12th noon, i. e., after the firing at the Hira Manilla 
nothing untoward occurred. 

Martial Law was not liked at all. I heard of public fiogging. 
People in the Punjab abhor flogging. I have seen marks of 
flogging, as late as in November, on the bodies of the people 
flogged. 

There were many respectable persons arrested without cause, 
and detained ia custody even as long a's three weeks, and then 
released without trial, 





I produce a list of the wotiiided treated by me» 

Thursday 10th April" 9-15 P* M. 

I. I was called to see, a patient by Dr. Hira Lai. ^ While- 

going to Shahalmi Gate' met -a' tonga opposiie Uhaarali 
.Khuh'X Moti Panda ); ' In the 'tonga was a patient. 

, Railway terrace. He had two 

(a)''': W in- tipper .'and inner pa'rt ,,of thighs wo.'and 

of entrance. 

' (b) A flap shaped wound on the back of thigh > 

size, a little less than inch (wound of exit). 

No bleeding — General condition good — canseci 
■ bja bullet. Dressed. 

■11-4-19 ’ Again turned up in the morning with E'azL 
Advised to go to Hospital. 

II. Bishen Ghand, Kucha Sidhn Misar. 

A punctured wound on left forearm, depth 
about f inch. No foreign body detected. General 

condition good. Tinct : Iodine dressing. Buck 

■shot. 

11th April 1919. Dressed. 

III. Natha, son of Jalal Dia, Akbari Gate. 

A small wound on the hypothenar eminence* 
No bleeding. Tinct ; Iodine dressing done. 
Did not come up again. 

IV. Sant Singh. 

Saw him with Dr* Hira Lai in Paisa Akhbar 

12-449. yiRAMANm. 

' 1. SaraJ Din, son of Amir Bakhsh, Kucha GhuBgrasazan,. 
Delhi Gate, was brought on a cot in semi-conscious couditio-B. . 

. Pulse feeble, 104 per minute. Respiration, 36 per minute. / , , 
r, ; '' Wounds : — • 

/ . I. ■ A punctured wound at the upper end o! sterniini, 

„ 2. ' - A' small punctured wound on right side, of No. . 1* " ; 

3. A small punctured wound on the right' side #f neck, about 
of sterno-mastoid ' muscle.. A swelling just 
behind the wounJ.' . Severe pain in the right arm. Mor-' 
pMa injected hypodermically.- Condition improving. 
Tinct ; Iodine dressed. 
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13-4-19* Improfiag. No .'paia in the right arta. 
paralysis preseat* , 

, Haemoptyses preseal. ■ 

,14-4-19. Poise good, paralysis of right arm. After tliai 1 did 
■ooi see him. A shot most ha^e entered the long. Brachial plext-s 

12-'449. 2. Ni^am Din, son of (Tholam iSfaah, Knclm Chahnk 

■■;SwaraB. 

A small: wound, soperficial on the back of.iefl knee. No foreign 
body .present. General condition good. Did no! torn op 
again. ' ^ 

12- 4-19. 3., '.Nandlal, -son of Khoshi Bam, 22' 

Bazar. He is in a conditioD of shock, eyes half clof?ei 
Poise 54. Begolar. Respiration 36. 

Woonds. 

, 1, Pnnctored woond on the front of right chest. 

.2. 'Wound on the outer side of right shoolder. 

3. A wound on the right temple. 

13- 4-19. General condition good. Right parotid gland 
swollen. 

.14-4-19, Suspicious feeling of two shots in the parotid mass. 
Swelling going down. 

16-4-19^ One shot taken out from parotid region above the 
right ear. 

.12-4-19. 4. Fakir Ghand, son of Lala Ram Ghand, Hira 

Mandi, Panwala, opposite Kalibadi. 
d . Punctured wound on the right metatarsal phaiangial ;;onri. 

2. A punctured wound about the middle of right tibia. 

3. A punctured wound on the front of left thigh. General 

condition good. 

15-4-19. One shot taken out from metatarsal phaiangial joint. 
12-4-19. 5. Ghand, son of Ludia Mai, Kucha Sahian. 

1. Punctured wound about deep. 2^^ below the leii 
parietal eminence. A little blood oozing. 
Cleaned hairs penetrated in. Dressed wiib 
Tinct ; Iodine. General condition good. 

14- 4-19. One shot taken out. 

12-4-19. 6. Mohd Sharif, son, of Mehtab Din, NawanMulmlia, 
Mochi gate, age about twenty. 

A .small punctured wound on the inner side of 
right knee. General condition .good. 
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12-4<49« 7. Giilam Mohd son o£ Mohd, RamssaB, saw him on. 

14-4-10 at Samssi Mandi. 

1« A wound in the inner side of right thigh about 
middle-inlet* 

wonn'd '^'"'"on ::'the back, right thigh, Ooilet of. 

3* Wound on the front of right knee, inlet* 

4.. Exit wound on the back,' 

5. Two wounds on the left knee, exit and inlet. 
Wounds not probed* 

Uase had been seen by Dr. Nand Lai RampaL 
One shot taken out from back of right knee*. 

Did not turn up after that. 
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The statement of Mr. Shamji Mohan, I\L A,, Student ^ 
Forman Christian College^ aged 23 gears. 


On the 10th of April last, when the news of Mahatma Gandhi\s 
arrest reached here, and the people had stopped all business at 
about 6 p. ra., a crowd of Lahore citizens was coming from Anar-* • 
kali. It reached King Edward Square, shouting, Mahatma 
Gandhiki jai. I was then sitting on the Ewing Hall Tennis 
Court talking with a friend of mine, when I heard a noise out- 
side on the road. With my friends I w’^ent to see what the matter 
w^as. I had previously heard about Mahatmaji’s arrest, so it was 
not dilScuIt for me to make out why the crowd had gathered. 
We went near the crowd. I think I saw a picture of Mahatma 
Gandhi on a piece of black cloth supported with two sticks. 
Perhaps, his picture was put on both sides of the black cloth. The 
crowd was proceeding towards the Mall ; there were over a thousand 
..men. then. I also, went with it for curiosity’s sake. , When we 
reached near Y*. M. C. A. buildings, I saw my Principal standing 
at ;■ the entrance of .the college compound, and,' as L was 
p,rop..erly, dressed, I, did . not like to : got. before him. I took the 
other side of the road, that he might not see me in that dress. 

When we reached the place^between the Post Office, and The 
Telegraph Office, people saw that 'armed. British solclieri' were 
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'{msted in tlie Telegraph Office eomponncL On seeing thtm^ ilie 
rnajority of the crowd turned back. About 300 men (roughly 
'Still went on. When the crowd reached in front of the statue of 
Lord Lawrence, some body spoke aloud, Will yon be governed by 
, sword or pen/’ and a few cried ont, ** Shame, shame/’ Just after 
that a Police Officer, an Anglo-Indian Sergeant or Sub Inspector, 

' came on a cycle and got down in the midst of the crowd, and in a 
rather threatening tone enquired, **Who is leading the mob?'’' 

I heard him say this and I told him, This is not a mob and 
no body is leading it.” He farther asked, ** Where ib this mob 
■going to and why. ? ” By this time I had learnt what the obje^p 
■of the crowd was and I said, This crowd is going to 
not to do any mischief, but to show to the European eomhiMlity 
■ how deeply the Pnnjab has felt for the arrest of their leader and 
nothing else.” Many men were standing around himahd listening 
tons. After this he got on his cycle and went back. When the 
- crowd reached the Soldiers’ Club, two Europeans in trousers and 
shirts and with sticks in their hands came forward, followed by 
aboni 10 or 12 Indian sepoys. I had a few men only in front of 
me. Both these gentlemen asked the crowd not to proceed 
farther. I remember that the crowd stopped, bat a few were still 
insisting npon going forward* If I am not wrong, some of them 
, Uvsked the Earopeans to allow them to go farther, bat they woald 
not permit it. I therefore tamed hack. When 1 had come back 4 
. or 5 steps, 1 beard suddenly a noise, which, on looking back, I saw 
was due to the Europeans striking the people with sticks freeij 
-and indiscriminately. The crowd began running back. I saw 
ike Earopeans addressing the soldiers. I cannot say %vhat they 
said. I remember soldiers hesitated once or twice, but im- 
mediately after they opened fire. For a moment I could not 
believe my senses, as 1 had never expected the use of fire arm^’. 
Again I thought that in order to frighten those who were sti’il 
. persisting in going further, they must be firing overhead, and 
not at the crowd, A few seconds after the firing began, the road 
was quite clear. I was returning slowly, and all of a sudden I 
saw men falling and running in disorder in all directions. I saw 
some of them hiding themselves in the ditch. I went towards 
the pavement, when a man, Mr. Brahm Datt by name, fell down 
by my side, and began crying miserably. He had been shot. I 
bent over him to see where he had got the bullet. I, for the 
; time, forgot all about the rest. I was bending over Mr. Brahm 
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'Datta, when I felt a burning sensation on my neck, and I found 
that I had been fired at, but fortunately the bullet had missed oie. 
..Just then another man, came and questioned Brahma Datta, lie knew 
him. I told him to take Brahma Datta to his house, but there were 
no means to conyey him to that distance without causing great 
. discomfort to the wounded. We first attempted to carry hini back 
to his house. I kept his legs on my shoulders and the other man 
supported him from the side of his head. Our method proved 
impracticable and we again laid him on the ground. B. Datt 
had received two bullet wounds. I do not know what became of 
the crowd. The road had become quite clear. I saw a motor car 
standing near by, and thinking, it belonged to a Parsi gentleman, I 
asked my companion to request the owner to spare bis car for a 
short time, and the gentleman very kindly consented; so we put 
the wounded in it. B. Datta was crying for water which was 
obtained with great difficulty. I think a relative of his, 
probably an uncle — was a Health Officer here, and he was asking 
us to take him to that gentleman’s house. We reached the 
house of Dr. Jiwan Lai, near Bharat Buildings, but as he had 
no medicine with him, he advised us to take the ivounded to 
the Mayo Hospital, and this was done. We secured a stretcher 
and took B. Dutt on that. As we were passing through a 
verandah, 2 or 3 nurses met us, and we very respectfully 
requested them to look after him immediately. They enquired 
what the matter was with him; we said that he had been shot. 
The nurses uttered something and without paying any heed to 
our requests went away. There were some senior medical 
students there, probably on duty. They arranged for his treat- 
ment at our request. He was taken to the upper story and laid 
on a tatle in a room. "When we got Brahma Datta there, I could 
no longer keep standing, and so I came out. My clothes were 
covered with blood. 


les 

'They statement of Sardar Sardti! Singb, Cawesskir^ LaMm'y 


I belong to a respectable Sikh ; family ^ of the Punjab, am a 
graduate of the Punjab University, and am about thirty years of 
age. I am devoted to Sikh missionary work and am a journalist ■ 
by profession. I have taken active part in politics, and have been 
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associated with some of the important political organisatioiiH of 
the proYince* I am a member of the FroYinciai Congress Com- 
mittee, Indian Association, Sikh League and other similar soeic- 
ties* I am the proprietor of a weekly journal iiameti ilie New 
Herald’’ published at Lahore* I was at Lahore during the lost 
disturbances, i spoke at two of the Bradlaugh Hall meetings held 
to protest against the Kowlatt Bills. I was elected a member of 
the Public Committee at the Badshahi Mosque meeting* I attended 
all the meetings of this Committee and, being a JoarnalLst, had io 
ascertain facts by going round the town; so I have a personal 
knowledge of almost everything that follows..,, * " 

When the Rowlatt Bills were before the Legislative Oonnoii, 
there was a great agitatioh againsdi these in the country. Two 
meetings were held at Ijahore, one on the 4th of February, 191D, 
and the other on the 9th of March, 1919, to protest against these 
bills. The proceedings were very orderly, and the Lahore people 
gave ample proof of restraint and dignity. Still, a few days 
after the meetings, the authorities, without any trial or explanation 
interned one of the speakers, Sayed Habib Shah, an old Punjabi 
Journalist, 

After one of the Rowlatt Bills had been passed into an Act, 
against the united voice and votes of all the Indian members of 
the Imperial Legislative Council, another meeting was held on the 
6th of April, to protest against Government’s unwise action and to 
pray to His Majesty the King-Emperor to graciously intervene 
in the matter. A day was fixed in accordance with Mahatma 
Gandhi's declaration for a general demonstration- The day passed 
quietly. People fasted; work was stopped, the whole city assuming 
a mournful aspect. 

About 2 p. m., a procession of the people desired to proceed 
io the Government House to express their grief to the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The procession was stopped on the way by the Police. 
The people, persuaded by men like Dr. Gokal Chand Maurang, 
Lala Duni Chand and others, refrained from going to the Govern- 
ment House, and a little later reached the Bradlaugh Hali, where- 
;^{-:;:h^a|'ineeting w'as To ' be held-. 

Some four men, who were in' front of the procession, were 
arrested by the police to the great annoyance of the public. 
From Nila Gumbad, where the procession was stopped by the- 
■ police, to the Bradlaugh Hall, various public leaders urged on the*. 
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people the necessity of remaining'calm,' eyen, under provocation# 
The leaders certainly succeeded in pacifying the people, who were 
much gratified when they came to know at the Hall, that on 
account of ''the intercession of the leaders, the authorities had 
released the men arrested* 

It is very important' ' to note here that nothing untoward 
happened on the day, because the authorities put their faith in 
the public leaders and gladly accepted their advice and co- 
operation. As will be shown later on, from quite similar circum- 
stance, the authorities created on the 10th and 12th a situation, 
wrongly described by them as a rebellion, but which was really 
due to their having lost on those days their calmness of mind on 
account of the news of the Amritsar tragedy, and also because 
they did not trust the leaders or listen to their advice. Lahore 
had never witnessed before a larger political meeting, and it was 
indeed very creditable to the leaders and the police, who 
worked hand in hand throughout the day, that the people 
went to their houses peacefully in the evening and 
resumed their business the next morning in a normal state. On 
the next day, after the Bradlaugh Hall meeting, i.e. on the 7th 
of April, Sir Michael O’Dwyer delivered in the Punjab Legisla- 
tive Council a speech full of anger against those who were 
agitating for the repeal of the obnoxious Act. This could not 
have improved the situation a bit ; and if it produced any effect 
on the Lahore public, it was to increase their bitterness against 
that already unpopular official. 

The meeting of the 6th April was, according to the theory of 
the executive, the beginning of the conspiracy to w’^age war against 
His Majesty’s Government, The next link was the Earn Navami 
procession peacefully formed on the 9th of April. Even according 
to the Martial Law Tribunals, nothing more objectionable than 
the making of speeches on Hindu and Mohammadan unity was 
done. Martial Law Courts ^ have held that these two ineetino*^ 

o 

had nothing to do with subsequent events, but the fact that these 
two meetings were regarded by the Local Authorities as parts of 
a great conspiracy, throws a helpful light on their mental attitude 
throughout the whole crisis. 

On the afternoon of the 10th, news reached the Lahore Officials 
of the deportation of two Amritsar leaders, the firing by the 
authorities there, and the murder of a few Europeans by the mob. 
This was not known to the Lahore puibiio outside the official 
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circle. Oa tlie same day, the people heard of Malmtma GaiuIlii^E 
■arresti ; they closed their shops and stopped all work as a protest 
against this action o£ the axeentive. 

EniBoiirs of liik 'Dnni Chand, the great Piirija!i Leader's arrest 
also spread in the town. People flocked to his hoiisa and wore not 
■satisfied until they sam^ him with their own eyes. In reaporise to ihe 
call from the cro'wd, he came out of his house and exhortod the people 
to remain calm, and not agitate their minds ahont fiovernmeni actioin 
He also adrised them not to go tow^ards the Mull* The crowd had left 
his house and was proceeding to the Lohari Gate, when another crowd 
coming from the opposite direction met it in the w’ay* After this, a 
large crowd proceeded to the Mali, The police tried to turn them 
and on their refusal, lired npon them near Lawrence’s stattie. Bitfore 
the people were thns treated, they had passed many Gorernme^t 
Bnropean bnildings bat they did not attack any of them. " 'Thhir only 
intention was to make a demonstration before the Government House, 
as was their intention on the 6th. They had no criminal intention, 
otherwise a handful of Police could not have been able to check them. 

When the crowd was near the Lohari Gate, some public leaders 
arrived there. Pandit Ram BhaJ Datt tried to pacify the crowd ; he 
actually made them to sit on the ground to listen to him. He requested 
Mr. Fyson to give him time to pacify their outraged feelings. He 
lassured him that the men could he made to disperse by peaceful 
methods. Mr. Fyson, however, did not give him sufficient time and 
gave the order for firing upon the crowd. 

The real fact is that it was not, as the officials alleged, the Lahore 
people whose mind had been upset, but the officials had lost their balance 
after hearing the woeful news of the Amritsar tragedy. On the 6th, 
the situation was saved at Lahore because then no European had been 
killed and the authorities w^ere not in an agitated mood. The Amritsar 
n^w'S upset them. In consequence thereof they fired at the people, not 
because the situation demanded it, but because they w^ere afraid of 
imaginary developments. 

The mass meeting of Hindus and Mohammadans, held at the 
Badshahi Mosque on the 11th, passed off peacefully. People were 
enraged on account of the previous day’s shooting, but the leaders kept 
them pacified. The authorities did not appear on the scene and no 
harm was done. The Hartal, begun on the preceding day as a protest 
against Mahatma Gandhi’s arrest, now continued on account of Mr. 
Fy son’s high handed action. 

To make the situation still worse, the authorities instead of 
.pacifying the people and advising them to open shops, began to use 
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threats* People were told that iE they did' oot open their shops and 
fesnme their business, they would be bombed* 

On the 12th, when another meeting was being held in the BaflshaM 
Mosqne, several C. L D» men made their appearance there with 
revolvers. One 0. 1. D* Inspector, who was known to one of the speak** 
=©rs, denied that he was a C* I. D. man, and he was beaten and turned 
out. When the meeting dispersed, people found themselves surroun lad 
■on l;he side of the city by the military. They were surprised and felt 
annoyed when checked on the way to their homes. Here again they 
were fired at, because, as the authorities say, brick-bats were thrown 
by some of them on the officials. Had the police and the Military not 
been brought in the city, as advised by the leaders, no occasion would 
have arisen that day for such occurrence* 

Under the circumstances, people were in no mood to resume busi- 
ness. Ihey were bitterly mourning now for their own dead and wound- 
ed. But the leaders kept them under prop}r restraint* 

AND THE LEADERS. 

The Public Committee elected in the Badshahi Mosquet^ was busy 
■considering the situation. They decided to approach the higher autho- 
rities on behalf of the people to represent their grievances. The Govern- 
ment was requested to withdraw the Military from the City, to 
release the men who had been arrested, and to give back the vrounded and 
dead who were supposed to be lying unattended in the Jail and 
Hospital. But the authorities remained stubborn and the people, \ there 
fore, did not open their shops* 

On the 13th, a small sub-committee was elected by the Public 
Committee to settle the Hartal question. People had no mind to resume 
business before the 23rd April, on which date the Lieut. Governor 
desired to hold a Darbar at Lahore. They wanted to show in this way 
their anger and to protest against his policy. This Darbar, however, 
was postponed, and Mahatma Gandhi was also released. There was 
. therefore no reason left for the continuance- of the Hartal; at least so 
'.- .argued the leaders. The Committee decided that the Hartal should be 
■ended at once, whether the attitude of Government was reasonable or not. 

This decision was . announced to the Public outside the house of 
Lala Duoi Ohand, where meetings of the Public Committee were held. 
People suspected that the leaders in their weakness had gone over to 
the side of the wrong-headed officials; they therefore refused to obey 
them. Notwithstanding this, the leaders decided to visit every shop of 
the city and ask the proprietors to resume business. But Just at this 
time, a shower of rain came in their way and they had to postpone it till 
ih© following morning. 
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On the morning of the I4th, the leaders were prepaTing to go to 
.the people to esk them to ope.n shops, and they had dt^ided not to haw 
the city unless their adtice was aocepted by etery citwen, wliea the 
most promment of them teoeiwd an intitatioii from the Deputy Com- 
missioiier^ Mr* Fyson to see him, and just at the time they woaM haw 
proved most nseftil to the people and the Goverainerit^ three of them 
were deported to an unknown destination* The remaining incmihers of 
the committee were paralysed, nor wonld the people now listen to them; 
deportation of the leaders made them all the more angry at wliat the 
officials had done* 

The idea of the people now was to keep their shops closed as long 
as the then Lieut. Governor was in the province* They 
illnminate the whole city on the night of His HonoiiFs deparlnrer'^l^ 
to resume their business on the day following. It may also be mentioned 
here that many ignorant persons believed that a three days^ Hartal 
conld lead to the dismissal of the Depniy Commissioner, a seven days" 
to that of the Commissioner, and two weeks" to that of the Lieutenant 
Governor. » People innocently believed that when they closed 
their shops, the attention of the liigher authorities would be in- 
vited to their grievances, and that these would consequently be 
redressed. It was this that led the people to keep up the Hartal/ 

It is clear from what happened at Lahore, that, had the authorities- 
worked more considerately and welcomed the co-operation of the 
popular leaders, there would have been no excuse to tarnish the name, 
at least of Lahore, with the infliction of Martial Law. But, unfortu- 
nately, the authorities rode rough-shod over the feelings of the public j 
and disregarded their reasonable requests. 

At the Mall and LoLari Gate., only a few Policemen w^ere found to 
disperse thousands of men, In no place counter attacks were made by 
the crowd, after they had been attacked by the police. The people in all 
these places allowed their comrades to be shot down without raising a 
finger in protest. In civilized countries where authorities are sympa- 
thetic, people, when unlawfully assembled, are dispersed by the use of , 
batons, flat swords, or by other humane means. In no case at Lahore 
these or similar preliminary measures were taken before order for firing 
was given. At Hafizabad, an Inspector of Police dispersed the mob by 
firing one blank cartridge from his pistol. He achieved the same result 
as Mr. Fyson, but by more humane means, and without any loss of life. 

MY PERSONAL CASE. 

After the speech of His Honour the Lieutenant Governor on ihe 
7th of April, a friend told me (either on the 8th or 9fch of April) that ho 
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had reasons to apprehend that those who, had taken a prominent part 
in the Rowlatt Act agitation were likely to be severely dealt with and 
that I might be one of them* On the 16th of April when Martial Law 
was ' Meolared ■ at Lahore, I' came to know , that, along with some 
■others, I. was to be arrested under Martial Law and that those thus 
arrested were to he transported for life* . 1 was advised that, If possible, 
I should not fall into the hands of the authorities. I therefore remained 
away with a friend of mine up to the end of June, the police and the 
military having no knowledge of my whereabouts. 

2. A few days afterwards, my house, oflSce and press, were searched 
by the police in my absence and my men harassed. This led to the sale 
of the press by my men and tiae consequent ruin of my business. 

3. I reached Bagarian, in the Ludhiana District, on the 4th of 
June, and saw there my uncle, His Holiness Bhai Arjan Singh, 0. B. E. 
B. B. Chief of Bagarian. I requested him to approach Government on 
my behalf and press for the cancellation of Martial Law warrants, if 
issued against me In my letter I wrote that though I was quite inno- 
cent, on account of the extraordinary times, I was prepared to stop my 
paper, New Herald”, leave political work for as long a time as 
Government thought proper, and apologise for anything which might 
have appeared objectionable to Government. His Holiness the Bhai 
Sahib sent this with his own remarks to His Highness the Maharaja 
Sahib Malvindra Bahadur of Nabha, who, with his own recommenda- 
iions and also with those of His Holiness, forwarded it to the Punjab 
Government. * 

4. I remained at Bagarian upto the 6th of August, The Punjab 
Government, the Deputy Oommissioner and the Superintendent of Police, 
Ludhiana District, w^ere duly informed by His Holiness of my stay there. 
No effort was made to arrest me and no reply was sent to the letter 
.above referred to. 

5. In the' first week of August, His Holiness, the Bhai Sahib, saw 
His Honour Sir Edward Maclagan personally and reminded him of my 
•case. His Honour referred His Holiness to Mr. Thompson, Chief 
•Secretary to the Government of the Punjab. Instead of settling my case 
iavoorably when two such persons had recommended me to the Govern* 
•ment for generous treatment, fresh warrants were issued against me 
under Eule 25 (1) (a) and 25 (1) (d) of the Defence of India Act by the 
.Additional Secretary to Government of Punjab, and 1 was arrested at 
Bagarian on the 6th of August, 1919. ' But His Holiaess was assured 
■that after being taken to Lahore, I was to be soon released* 

6. On arrival at Lahore, I waS' taken to Mr. Bowring, Suparin* 
'iendeni, 0. L D. He asked me what 1 would do, if released. On my 
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replying that 1 woaM work my test for Home Enle on Congress lineg, 
he became ¥ery angry and said that G overnmeBt shoiilci have no pity 
and sIiobM use ewry harsh measure against aie. Bat k the aftoriiooa^ 
ha received telephonic kstractions from Simla to release me on laii! for 
Es. lOjOOO* At abont 5 p. m#, a few mmiites before oioging tlic* office* I 
was asked by him to furnish bail# I replied that His Holiness ulio \\m 
at SoloBj slionld be wired to for the purpose* Sardur SuUi Sifigii^ 
Deputy Superintendent of Police, who was sitting tiioro^ voliiiitecfreci 
that he could snggest certain local men who would be willing to 
furnish the required bail. He called one of the Sikh Sub inspCM^tors 
of . his department to suggest such names# Mr# Bowring grew angry at 
..this .and . turned rout, the Sub Inspector from Ms room. He said 
help should he afforded to me and that he should like to see 
prison. - , 

7* I was then taken to the lock-np and placed there in a very 
dirty room. On the llth, I was taken to Mr. Cox, Deputy Inspector 
General of Police. After abusing me for some time, he informed mo 
that I would he released the next day, and that my paj er, the Few 
Herald, would still be kept under censorship for sometime more. But I 
was not released the next day, nor for about a mouth more. After 
two or three days, when it appeared that there was something wrong 
some where, a friend of mine went to see Mr. Cox to enquire about the 
whole affair and arrange for my bail. IMs gentleman, Maulvi Mustafe 
Khan, B. A., Late Editor ** Alasar,’* was asked by Mr. Cox, in an 
insulting tone, to leave the compound when he told him that he was 
one of my friends. Mian Abdul Aziz, Deputy Superintendent, Police, 
in whose charge I was put, was next approached. He said that oirciim- 
itanc( s had wholly changed and that I could not then be let out on 
bail. A few days later, another man came down from Solon with 
Es. 10,000 but the bail was not accepted. 

8. Meanwhile, negotiations were opened by Mr. Thompson 
with His Highness, the Maharaja Sahib Malvindra Bahadur of 
Nabha, through Maharajahs Foreign Secretary, Mr. S. K. Joshi, 
and through one of his Highness’ friends, for the release of one of 
Mr. Thompson’s friends, Malik Mohammad Din, who had, some 
months before, been judicially convicted and sentenced to impri- 
sonment in the Fabha State, as a sort of quid pro quo for my 
release. His Highness refused to comply with Mr. Thompson’s 
proposal, observing that my case stood on a very quite different 
ground from that of Malik Mohammad Din. About three weeks 
. after. His Holiness Bbai Arjan Singh again brought my case to Hii^ 
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Honour’s notice through his PriTate Secretarj, Colonel Bay ley, 
and His Honour was pleased to issue instructions to Mr. Thoiiipson 
to release me. 

9. From the 1st of September, more restrictions were imposed" 
i:g'":'':on I used- to 'be kept outside the lock- 

up for six to eight hours daily; now only two hours were allowed. 
On the 4th of September, I was again taken to Mr. Bowring who 
had come from Simla only a few days before. I was informed that 
orders had been received to ' release me, "if I could give- an underta- 
king not to take interest in journalism and politics for a period of 
five years without Government’s permission. I wrote the required 
letter to His Honour giving the undertaking. This letter was not 
liked by Mr. Bowring. He began to dictate another letter himself. 
In this, he asked me to thank His Honour for the order, and also 
to admit that I had been disloyal to His Majesty the King Emperor, 
and was sorry for it, and apologise for the same. I refused to do 
this, because I had never been disloyal to the King Emperor. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz intervened, and I was pressed to apologise 
for whatever might have appeared] objectionable to Government. 
This was in terms of ray letter to His Holiness. I asked, and I 
had asked Mr. Bowring this question also on the 7th of August, to 
be informed of what was being objected to by Government. No 
reply was given, but I was pressed to add the apology even though 
I protested that there were no Government orders about it. The 
rough draft containing my original letter and also part of the 
sentences dictated by Mr. Bowring remained with me for that day. 

« Next morning, a few hours before my release, Mr. Abdul A2!i« 

^ came to me in the look-up and took the draft from me, saying that 

I should be supplied a regular copy of the final letter later on. 
This was so supplied at my request. 

lOo During my detention in the lock-up I was not allovred. to* 
see my relatives or friends whom I could instruct or who could 
advise me- in my case. The room in which I used to he locked up 

as open latrine arrangements were 
made in one of its corners. The season being rainy, vermins 
crawled on the floor, and I was not allowed any cot, though it 
■was supplied to another under-trial non-political prisoner, locked 
up in the adjoining room. The diet in the beginning was very 
.coarse, I fell ill on account of it-; - but better arrangements were- 


mi 


Lahore ’—No* i68 i) 0 nUi. & i6g* 


Among other things, it is important to note that no iiotioe 
was taken for two months o£ my letter to his Holiness, the Bhai 
•Sahib, forwarded to Government, with his own recoiamciiciations, 
by His Highness The Maharaja Sahib Malvindra Bahaclrir of 

Nabha* When warrants issued by Martial Law Authorities l)t> 
•came automatically inoperative after the Martial Law regime .was., 
over, no fresh warrants were issued against me immediately by 
Civil Authorities, which would have been done if I was beliefed 
to be guilty, I am not informed what new circinnstances led 
•to the issue of warrants against me under the Defence of India 
Act in the first week of August, and what I had done after the 
Martial Law was over and before the above date to merif ' 
these warrants. I am quite in the dark upto this tiMe 
as to the reasons for the issue of warrants against me by the 
Martial Law Authories, and later on, by the Civil Authorities, 
under the Defence of India Act. No information about any 
written or spoken words or for anything else was supplied to me, 
though I made even a written application for it to Government. 
It is a mystery to me why, Just after arrest, I was ordered 
to be released on bail and I was not released when the bail 
was furnished. What new circumstances led to this change when 
I was under custody. If I was to be released after giving an 
undertaking, why it took full one month to come to that decision 
after my arrest, and three months after the submission of my 
letter to Government by His Highness the Maharaja Sahib 
Malvindra Bahadur of Nabha. The only conclusion to which 
I am driven is, that I was detained in imprisonment for 
nearly four weeks after the order for my release on bail had 
been passed and three weeks after the bail was proposed to be 
furnished, so that my detention might be used as a means 
for the release of Mohammad Din in whom Mr. Thompson was 
interested. 
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The statement of Mr. C- J. Sawhney, age 28 gears, KJiatri, of Lahore. 

I have 6 business firms and pay abont Es. 100 as income tax. On 
the lOtb of April last, at abont 5 or 5-30, 1 was at the house of Major 
Mallick Umar Hyat Khan Tewana, when I heard of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
arrest, and the closing of the shops in ttie city. On hearing this, in 
•order to ascertain the foots, I went through the city in my carriage and 
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readied the Lohari Gate. Outside that gate^ 1 foniid a !ew imn stand- 
iog round a pole^ with a piece of blaek cloth hanging round it, I do 
not know what their object was in having the black flag. They were 
bare-headed, hut not bare footed. I ■ descended from my carriage, mi 
wont close to the men to inquire where they intonded to go* Ihey 
told me that they were going in a deputation to the Lieutenant Governor 
praying for the release of the Mahatmaji. They were not more than 20 
in number, and were respectably dressed, I, too, accompanied them. 
When we reached Girdhari Lai, photographer’s shop, we found a photo- 
graph of Mr. & Mrs. Gandhi hanging outside the shop which was clos-- 
ed. People gathered there, about 60 or 80 in number. One of us asked 
the photographer to lend us the photograph to lead the deputation. He 
rrefused to do so, and put the photograph inside. We proceeded fur- 
ther, other people joining the deputation. When we reached the Bank 
of Bengal, two European ladies in a tonga, were crossing the road 
opposite the Y. M. C. A. The people asked the tonga wala to unyoke 
the horse. The ladies were frightened and the tongawala went into the 
compound of the Bank. I went to the ladies and explained the situation. 
They replied that one of them was sick and could not walk. So I 
requested the people to allow the ladies to go on in the tonga, and the 
people accordingly allowed them to proceed. I stopped with the ladies 
till they went inside the Bank premises and the crowd had passed away. 
Then as we were passing the Lawrence Statue, some one informed us 
that the police were coming to stop us from moving further. We» 
therefore, hastened along the road. We had not gone very far when we 
saw about a dozen of policemen, with two Europeans, running from 
the direction of the High Court to join us. They soon joined us, and 
ran along with the crowd upto the London House Building. I heard 
the police people saying, ‘‘ We are with you and would accompany you 
to the Lieutenant Governor. ” But, on reaching the spot opposite the 
Bombay Cycle Company, one of the Europeans made some signs, and 
all the policemen ran forward ahead of us, and made a line in front of us. 
Immediately, the Europeans began to beat the crowd with sticks, and 
■ihe Police Assistant Superintendeat, Seith Dwarka Nath and one Sikh 
: Inspector tried to push back the crowd. , The people resisted and asked 
to be heard before being turned, back. .But the Police would not listen. 
I myself had a talk with Seith Dwarka Nath; he replied, « I cannot 
help, it, it is the order of my superiors..” Seith Dwai*ka Nath was talk- 
ing y?ith me when I heard some shots fired. Dwarka Nath ran back to 
.Tthe Polfo^ the English W^re House. 1 myself saw 

.people falling. The Police' fired shots thrice. The man carrying the flag 
was the first to fall. The crowd at that time could not have been more 
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than 250 to S00,iii which ' at 'least ■ there: were about 100 bojB. Tlit 
people ran hack and the'Police followed themf A little later* I saw alionl 
a do 2 ;en people lying. on, the road* ;I oannot say whether they were dead 
or wounded. . After a short while,! started , back, and when I reached 
Moti Ram Building I saw another crowd of 'about 800 or 1000 men, 
"coming towards the Mall. They too were ' checked hy the same police* 
Then 1 went to Dr. B; J. Sawhney^s bungalow. ; 

On my way, I met several' European ladies and gentlemen, drifing 
in carriages or motors. The crowd gave them room to pass without 
any hooting. There was at that time no police or military at the 
Alliance Bank or Telegraph Office. None of ns had any idea of hootiog 
the Europeans. None of ns heard at that time anything abont tl» 
occnrrenoes at Amritsar. Onr only object was to approach and reqnest 
the Lieutenant-Governor to release Mahatma Gandhi Feople were 
shonting Gandhi ko Ghhordeo ” and nothing else. I never heard any 
warning given to the people before firing. 
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The statement of Mr* Asqultfi C jo Indian Cases Lahore* 


My personal experience of the City during the period Martial Law 
was in force, in Lahore, was as follows : — 

I am a Government Pensioner and I work in the office of Indian 
Cases” which is situated inside the City in Judge Mohamad Latif 
Street, near the old Tehsil, where I nsed to go daily* passing through 
Bhati Gate, Mori Gate, Lohari Gate, according to fancy. On my way 
to and from office, no one molested me, nor was any one even rtida to 
me ; the people seemed to me in the same mood and temper .as b 0 .fore the- 
introduction of Martial Law. During the time of the Hartal, I also went 
into the City daily, and in this period too, 1 found no change in the atti* 
tude of the people towards myself, although on one occasion the officer 
Commanding the military' ' guard^ at the Bhati Gate warned me not to- 
enter the city as I was sure to be molested, but I went all the 
same and nothing happened. 1 think this was after Martial Imw had 
been introduced. So far as I know, it was never unsafe for Europeans 
to enter the city during the Hartal and the prevalence of Martial Hiw. 

I did not hear about the doings at Amritsar on the 10th. 
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The statement of Lala Kishan Chandt son of Lala Suraj Mai Kapur, 
Khatri, age 51 years. Government Contractor, Rang Mahal, Ijohore, 

On the 17 th April, 1919, as I was seated on the second story oE 
my shop, Sardar Charanjit Singh, Sub Inspector Police, accompanied 
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/By a.few constaMeSy.armed with BayoaetSj came to my shopataBoiit 
7' a. m'» I had been laid up in bed for a fortnight ' pref ions, owing to 
a fall from the stairs. He called me and said that I was wanted by 
the City Inspector of Police. I told Mm that I was ready to ac-^ 
company them. Then the Snb Inspector deputed two constables to ac* 
company me. They took mo to the Kotwali outside the Delhi G-ate^ , 
through the bazars. I was searched there and a gold ring and a 
Budrakska Mala {Bttmg of beads) were taken off from my finger 
and pocket respectively, and I was'' ordered to put off my spectacles. I 
repeatedly asked the reason why I was being so treated; bat 
the answer was that they were ignorant, and that I should enquire 
of the Inspector. I replied I would do so. Thereupon, a constable 
who was sitting there, threw off my turban and catching me by the 
arms put me under custody. Afterwards, Lala Duni Chand, Lala 
Sardari Lai, son of Mohan Lai Saraf, and many other respectable persons 
were also brought there. After a few hours, they handcnfied all of ns, 
and linking the handcuffs by a long chain, brought ns on foot to the 
Telegraph Office, in spite of the fact that I was then having excessive 
pain owing to the fall. 

On onr arrival, we took onr seats in obedience to the order of the 
Snb Inspector who accompanied ns. One Enropean Police Officer said, 

** Why have the badmashes (rognes) taken their seats/’ and with these 
words he ordered ns to stand, while at the same time to hnmiliate ns, he 
told the Police sepoys to sit down. He then spoke to ns as follows: 

Yon were under the impression that the Government had lost 
power, but yon would soon realize the contrary; go on crying for 
Hindn Moslem nnity and Mahatma Gandhi ki jaf L Again we were 
ordered to stand in the snn and onr names were called. I said that I 
had been a loyal Government contractor for a long time, and that I 
had a lot of testimonials from many commanding officers and also a 
letter of appointment from the late Viceroy Lord Hardinge, which was- 
a clear proof of my loyalty and of good work. The reply was, ‘^Keep 
quiet, yon are a very mischievons person”. And then we were ordered 
to proceed towards the Jail. ' My son, Dewan Dhand requested that I 
should be permitted to preceed in onr Tonga, because I had a wound in 
my leg, which fact was quite evident from my walking; but this little 
request too was refused. .We 'then requested that we should proceed 
by the shortest cut ; but the officer’s reply was in the negative ; and he 
ordered us to proceed by another and longer way. 

On the way, we asked permission lor answering calls of nature,, 
but, it was first refused,; and after a good deal of persuation and many 
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reqiiestSa it was granted* The Sub Inspector who went with us 
driving in a Tonga, and there was also a largo ntiaiber of armed cjonstu- 
ties accompanying us. We took water outshle the Jail siirl fJioii 
were admitted into the JaiL Afterwards^ the Daroga*^ eaiiie a.ii«l eullod 
us by name and we were all confined in a solikiry ceil wliicii 1 iincler- 
stand is intended for prisoners sentenced to capital piinisliineiit. I said 
to the Daroga when I came in, that I had been a loyal (TO?ernino!.it 
■contractor, and I had not done anything wrong* lie said that f, should 
request the Commissioner, who would be coming thf3 next day* At 
that time, the Daroga ordered me to put off a silver ring which I 
had received from a saint as a cure for piles. We took no food in the 
night, nor had we any in the day, nor the next day ; because the 
prisoners, who brought tbe food for us, were dirty and the food was 
also bad. 

The next day, I made an humble submission to the Commis- 
sioner, when he came, that I was innocent and had been a loyal 
Government contractor, and that I was not informed of the charge 
£or which I had been arrested ; hut no reply was given to me. On 
the third day, at about 12 noon, I was given better food, for w^hicli 
my son, Earn Ditta had to deposit Es. 20, when he brought my 
clothes. I was given milk, but it was not pure. On the same day 
I was taken to another cell which was dirty, full of mosquitoes and 
fitted with a grinding mill, I remained there for three days and 
I fell ill, and a doctor had to come and give me some medicines. 
On the fourth day, after a good deal of persuation on my part, 
I was allowed to bathe and walk outside ; but after 5 minutes of 
this outing, I was confined in my solitary cell. On the fifth day, 
I was brought out to see my son ; he began to weep, seeing me in 
that condition; and tears also dropped from my eyes. We could 
not talk, because we were allowed only 2 minutes ; and again I 
was confined in my cell. 

On the 23rd April 1919, all of us were brought out of our res« 
pective cells ; and were again handcuffed and brought out of the 
Jail. My son and the relatives of other persons who were there, 
brought tongas for our use and they requested the Police Sub* 
Inspector to let us use the same. The Inspector, who was the same 
who had brought us to the Jail, became angry, and threatened 
them with arrests. We were brought on foot to the City KoWali, 
-outside the Delhi Gate, and the Inspector taking off our handcuffs 
put us in custody. 
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At about 12 noon, we were given food. Then I was taken be- 
fore Mr. Bowring, Superintendent of Police, and Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Aziz. Three false witnesses, namely Maya Earn, Feroze Din, 
and Sardar Khan Patoli, were produced against me. All of them 
were Police employees. Sardar Khan and Feroze Din deposed that I 
had distributed wheat flour gratis, which was false, and could not be 
proved ; and Maya Earn deposed that I used to attend every meet- 
ing, which was also absolutely false ; in fact, I was unable to walk 
during the days of the meetings. I was asked to make my defence. 
I replied that all the Municipal Commissioners of the City, Hono- 
rary Magistrates and Raises (rich landowners) were known to me 
and were rny witnesses, more particularly the Principal and also 
the Headmaster of the Mission High School, Rang Mahal, who 
would both bear me out, and that I was, in fact, too unwell in those 
days to go out of my house. 

As I was ordered, however, to produce only two ar three wit- 
nesses, I called only Rai Bahadur Niranjan Dass, the Principal, 
and the Headmaster of the Mission High School. Then I was 
handcuffed, and was put under custody. After a short time, %ve 
were again brought out and recognizances were taken from alt of 
us. We were then ordered not to go out of our houses, and also to 
present ourselves the next morning again. 

On the 2-lth, a constable came to my bouse and said that I 
should present myself at 10 a. m. on that day. In obedience to' 
the order, I went to the Kotwali that day, and my witnesses, namely 
Rai Bahadur Niranjan Dass, the Principal, and the Head Master, 
vs'ere called. They related everything regarding me- They latter 
deposed also about their own talk with me. By chance, Diwan 
Kishen Kishore Rais, Lahore, was there. He too said a good 
deal in my favour. 

Nawab Mohammad AH did the same, and even the Oitj' 
Inspector of Police said that he too had made independent enquiries, 
but had found nothing against me, and that many persons were 
ready to give evidence for me. 

Thereupon, Mr. Bowring, the Superintendent of Police ordered 
me to proceed to my house and I did so. I went regularly and 
daily to the Police Station on the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th of April, 
1919, in obedience to the order. On the 28th April 1919, I was 
told not to come in future but to remain in Lahore, and that I 
would be called upon, whenever required. 
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During this time my "presence was urgently required at 
'0hakhar, where I had my carpet factory, but I could not go e?ca 
there, and consequently I had to suffer a heairy loss* AH my 
labourers ran away and my work was .stopped ;. and eyen noW| many 
■of them have not returned to their work, and haye not been able 
to pay my money which has been due from them. 

On the 17th of April, 1919, when I was taken to the Kotwali, 
my house and shop were searched by ^SsCrdar Oharanjit Biiigh, Bab 
Inspector Police, but nothing incriminating was found. 

On the afternoon of the 27 th of April, 1919, two or three Euro- 
pean Officers came to my shop ; and I was ordered to surrender 
before evening the two electric fans which we had* 

In obedience to the order, I handed over the fans ; a receipt 
was demanded for them, but it was not given, and they were 
taken away by force. After the withdrawal of Martial Law, we 
received back only one fan, but that too was in a bad condition, 
without a regulator and one of the blades. We were given 100 lis. 
for the other. A sum of Rs. 15 and Rs. 5 were sanctioned for 
payment in lien of the regulator and the blade, which was obvious- 
ly inadequate* Even thissum of Rs. 20 has not yet been paid tons* 
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Tke statement oj Sardar Tara singh, <^ged 32 genrs^ Proprietor^ 
Imperial Electric Works^ Chauk Cluikla^ Lahore* 

I am a resident of Lahore and own a shop in Ghank Chakla, 
called the Imperial Electric W orks. 

On the 10th of April, I went to the Lahore Cantonment on 
business. When I returned that evening, I found a Hartal in 
the City. On enquiry, I was informed that Mahatma Gandhi had 
been arrested. Then I went towards the Lohari Oate" 'and found a 
crowd in the Ohauk. Pandit Ram BhaJ Datt was asking the 
people to disperse, and people began to do so. 

■My house is towards the Lohari Gate, and so, on proceeding 
in that direction, I found three or four persons Just outside the 

gate, who had been shot in the back. I saw no one throwing bricks 
or stones at the soldiers. 

On 12th April, the people assembled at the Badshahi Miisjid* 
I too had gone there. At 8 o’clock, a 0. 1. D* man was observed 
taking down some, notes. , An attempt was made to have a look at 
his note book, on which a quarrel ensued. The 0. 1. D. Inspector 
ran away and nobody pursued him. 
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After this, MaulTi Abdal Ilahi said that if there was any other 
C* I. man present, he should also leave the place* After this, 
a few speeches were delivered and the meeting came to a close* 

The people on returning found that the Eoshnai gat© was 
blocked by soldiers* They, however, allowed the people to go when 
requested. When' the people were passing through Hira Mandi-i 
the Deputy Commissioner andNawab Mohammad Ali Khan attacked 
the people with the help of the soldiers from the direction of the 
Q-aiety Theatre, and fired at them without any cause. I' did not see 
any one throwing bricks '^or stones, at the soldiers.' No opposi** : 
tion was offered by the people to the military in^ Hira Mandi. 
The military had already been stationed there at the Q-aiety 
; Theatre side. 
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The statement of Sardar Diwan Singh, Sab^EcUt 07 \ 

* The Leader^ Lahore* 

I have been a journalist for a long time. On the 10th of 
April, the news of Mahatma Gandhf s arrest was received, and so 
there was a Hartal in the Lahore City. It was getting dark by the 
time we got to the Mall. The street lamps had been lighted. On 
learning in the bassar of Grandhiji^s arrest, I went to Lala Diini 
Ohand's where many people had come, on hearing a rumour that he 
had been arrested. Dnni Chand told them to show their grief by 
remaining at home and not wandering about in the streets. A 
large number of people about 2,500 to 3,000 had ooliected. They 
began to go towards the Lohari Gate. I and Mr, Sham Lall, 
Editor of the Leader, followed them. It was suggested that they 
should go to the Lieut. Governor to ask for Gandhi Ji’s release, 
and for that purpo'se, they moved towards the Mall. It was dark 
then and lamps had been lighted by the time we reached the Mali. 
There was , another crowd in .. front of this crowd. When 
reached the: '.Post Office, we heard reports of. big guns, as it 
appeared to us, 'and when we cam.e near Law^ellce^s statue, another 
,firiiig took, place, and some people, came back to the Nila Gimibas* 
Many had dispersed, by different routes, on hearing reports o! tlie 
gun fire. When near the Post'Offiee at Nila Gumbas, Mr. Clarke 
repeatedly said. tauntingly, age hurho'^^ (Come on. now), and ilicn 
firing took 'place in the Anarkali Road. . At the Lohari Gale, 
Pandit R.ambha3^adYised the: .crowd to., disperse. :Whiist it was 
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doing Sf), ffi wiis fife4 upon I’rom behind* On the, lltJi of April , 
there was a iiieeiiiig in the Mnsjici, to exprena their dissalisfiictioii, 
and lectures were delivered in order to request the Goveniineiit for 
(Jaiidhi's release. Nothing iiniisnii! oeenmd. 

On the 12tli of April, again, a meeting was held in the Bad- 
Sliahi Miisjid at 8 o\do<‘.k. Some people found Ali Qokir, 
TriBj-ietUiir Foiiee Hiking notes, on which a quarrel ensued. The 
In8|,ieetor run away from the Mnsjid and no body followed him* 

On the Iiispeetcirbs retirement, Matilvi Abtiiil Ilalii delivered a 
speech and said that if there was any other C3. 1. D* man pre8eiiit> 
he hxi shonld leave the place, kst some one should quarrel, \Tlth 
him. When the meeting ended, people on coming out, found 
the Eoshiiai Gate was surrounded by the military* People' tried 
to go away at first, but the soldiers would not allow, them* After 
sometime, however, people were allowed to get out by the gate.> 
When the people reached. Hira Mandi, Hawab Mohammad Ali, 
aoeompanied by the Deputy Commissioner, and the soldiers coming 
from the Gaiety Theatre began to fire at the people. This was, 
because, when the people were ordered to disperse, some left the 
place, but others could not go owing to the overcrowding. The 
first shot, was fired by Nawab Mahomed Ali, then two European 
Officers fired, and then the Police. No opposition was offered by the 
people to the soldiers, and I saw no one throwing stones at them. 
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The statement of Paiidif K. N- Agnihotrl, son of Panda 
S* AT. Agniliotri^ age 42 ^ proprietor.^ Deva Nand 
Bros-^ Lahore. 


I was bom in Lahore, and have been residing here all my 
life, I carry on business here as a dealer in sporting requisites* 
I took part in the political agitation at Lahore against the Row 
latt Bills and the Act, and was present at some o! the meetings 
held to protest against these measures. I am also aware of the 
hardships due to the policy of recruiting and raising War Loan 
and other war funds during the administration of Sir M.O^Dwyer* 
As far as the former is concerned, my knowledge is derived from 
friends and relatives of some of the people, who were practically 
forced to join the Army. As far as the latter is concerned, my 
own instance is in point. On one occasion, a group of 6 or 7 per- 
mns came to me, and asked me to contribute *to the War Relief 


Jiind* This group consisted of Khan Sahib Dr. Kalan Khan, Lak 
Haveli Ham, Eaniigo of the' Inco'ine Tax Office, two mex’chants, and' 
.a peon ofJhe' Tehsildar and one or two others. 1 expressed my 
inability to contribute any sum on this occasion, as I had already 
done so through another source, only a few days before. Upon 
this, the party insulted me and threatened me that my name would- 
be reported to the Tehsildar and thai my income-tax would be 
raised. They took down my name, and after a couple of days, I 
was sent for by the Tehsildar. I ■ declined to go to him.' 
matter of fact, I found later on that ''my income-tax ' had been-' 
raised to more than double the amount that ,I used to- pay ■ before.; 
Some of my neighbours informed me that they werc'^ treated in , 
the same way. I can give their names. They are Mr. Ram= 
Narayan, proprietor London Fashions, the proprietor of the Kew 
.Engineering Stores, Dr. MoM Asghar, Ram Rattan, proprietor of 
the Rattan Cycle Agency, and Dr. Pesi Kaka, Dentist. I forget 
the other mimes. On account of the policy pursued in connection 
with recruiting, and the various War Funds, the confidence of the 
public in the justice of the administration in Punjab, was con- 
siderably shaken. There were also other reasons. The Rowlatt 
Act was considered very objectionable, and this accounted for the 
strength of the agitation against it. In the meetings which were 
held, speeches %vere made dealing with the injustice of this Act, 
and other measures of the Punjab G-overnment. 

The 6th of April %vas observed at Lahore. There wms com- 
plete Hartal, but the day passed without any sort of violence^ 
On the 7th of April, business was resumed and it went on uninter- 
ruptedly till the evening of the 10th,. In the afternoon of that day,, 
we heard of the arrest of^Mr. Gandhi, This' w^as followed by an 
immediate HartaL. I closed my shop for this reason> ' So did my 
neighbours. The firing on the crowd which took place' near the 
Mall and the Anarkali Bazar was the cause of the continuance .of ' 
ihis HartaL We did not open our shops ■ either on the 11th or on., 
12th. Although there was Hartal ^on [these days, the city war 
quiet, and I found the people perfectly peaceful. I found them 
moving about in groups as all business was”; suspended, but their 
attitude was entirely peaceful. There was nothing to suggest that 
they were bent on committing any act of violence. 

I heard of the deportation of 'Lak Harldshan Lai and others- 
on the 14th. Martial Law was proclaimed on the 15tht I have- 
some experience of the hardships which the people bad to undergo'^ 
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iimder Martial Law. The order that people mast remain iniinors 
between 8 p.m* and 5 a*m. caused great hardship. It was a great 
hardship for me personallf as one of the ladies in my house hurl to 
give birth to a child and I conld not send for any Doctor in 
time, nor could I remove her to an hospital. Ignoniiil people 
never understood the orders and never realised the risks they 
were ronaing in breaking that order. I saw a hatch of: tlum: 
people brought by the police to the public square near tlie 
Market for having broken this rule. They were maeJe lo take 
off their clothes, and put on a muslin kur/oti^ tied to a flogging 
triangle and publicly flogged. The scene was ghastly., It 
struck terror in the hearts of the people, and brought tears 
to the eyes of those who witnessed it* I saw one" or two' 
Europeans there, who were laughing all the time, anil were 
■apparently enjoying the scene* There was another Martial Law 
notification to the effect that, whereas it had come to the kiiow- 
"'’■-.ledga of the authorities that certain dealers were withholding^ 
their stocks of wheat and not selling the same to the people, it 
was ordered that the people who held more than 5 mauncis of 
- wheat: should report their stock to the Officer Commanding the Civik 
Area within a certain time (mentioned in that order). I took 
. this order to apply only . to grain dealers. I know it was 'so 
■■understood by most of the people. I had about 124 ' inaunds of 
-wheat with me, which I did .not report, as 1 was not a dealer in 
grain* The next day, I came to know" from certain friends of mine 
.that the authorities expected every one to report* ,i at. once 
’wrote a letter to the^Commanding Officer reporting the quantify 
of wheat I held, and stating the reasons for tlie delay. I ' 
could have easily distributed the game among my friends who 
were my neighbours and thus evaded the order in question, 
’but I tried to do my duty in obeying the order and had to suffer. 
I was sent for by the Commanding Offi.cer, put under guard of two 
European soldiers with their bayonets fixed, as if I was a daring 
criminal and placed for my trial , before some officer. Although I 
explained the whole matter and gave him my reasons for the delay 
in reporting, I was sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. CO or, in default, 
•to undergo one month^s imprisonment. I know of other persons 
being sentenced in the ;same way and for the same reason* Ifilu 
Mool , phand^s son, who. -.is a leading merchant of Lahore, and a 
k: pleader'i named Mr^Bahmat Ilahi, were also punished for reporting 
'hours later than the appointed time. 



Ob aBother occasion, I' saw -about 60 studeats of the 
■'Dharma College being marched ■ to ■ tbe Fort with their heavy 
^'beddkigs their' heads a.nd guarded' by the police* On . 

‘enquiry, I learnt that they were being punished because one or two 
Martial \Law,, ..notices had, .been removed from the gate piliars oa 
the roadside. The students denied that they had done so* I 
further learnt that the' order which made such removal punishable, 
:.'wBs' issued after tliis'incident.'- I am - an old resident of .Lahore*'' 
;. I.:know the people intimately, and I can say with eonfidience that 
'' the iiitrocluctioii of Martial. Law-. was absolutely unjust and nncalled 
for* I thiEk that the only result, which it has achieved,, is' te 'cause " 
farther estrangement between the authorities and the people. 
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7%e .stdteme'Bt of Pandit Blshati Cfiaed, son of Pandit 
Kish%n Chaml, Brahman, age 18 years, Koochx 
Sidku MisBra^, Skakahni Gate, Lahore* 


Sahi^ranpur. My grand father migrated, 
fo; Lahore* I worked in the Railway Workshop, earning annas :8,. " 
'•daily. I v^ent to the workshop, as usual on the. 10th of April, ; and':''' 
.returned at about 3 or 3-30' p, m. . 1 left .my house between 6 or 
d p* m. and' cams to the Shahalmi. Gate. . I;: was ::accomp»m^^^ 
fuy cousin B son ' of. Gopai Das* At about 8 p* m*, I 

Teaclied the Lohari Gate and' the re- 1. saw Pandit -Ram Bha'J.":':Dait 
standing on a stand, delivering: a''" were^, about . 

SPOO'or 'niorep the Panditji mas asking them - 

[.hmauu M'Smi it for them to thm wemik 
.Mgether* . If they wanted to resist Government, .it should fee ' by.,: 
' Fassive Eesisiance* Meanwhile, sounds of horses’, hoofs 'wereteard 
and' so the asse-aibled people ran away* I and my 'cougiB. ' went in ' 
the direction from which' . we heard the horses coming. : We had 
,.', 'hardly .taken one step when an Eaglishman appeared, and asked 
us to go home* Peo.pie said that they had not damaged arything- 
nor intended to do so. When a man tried to go towards AnaTkaM, 
be was beaten with a hunter by, the Englishman, whereupon p^eople 
shouted and the firing began. L was shot on my right and my 
cousin fell dowm, being shot. I went to Dr. Nihal Chand the next 
iky. He told me the wound was not serious, and so I went to the 
-work-shop* A Policeman came there and asked me for a detailed 
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accotmt wliicli I gave* Affeer two or throe days# Aroora, tht’* 
OoBBtables came to me and took me to the Police Siatioi'K I wa:4, 
released in the eycning and then again taken to the Foliee Station 
the next day, This continned for 2 or 3 days. My iiioiher jiaid 
him Rs. 8. After two days, I was taken before Jiwan Liil, C\ L i).^ 
who look rne to the Anarkali Police Station and iimile me over 
t5 Lota Singh, Sub Inspector, AnarkaiL I /0 mhd me lo gke 
fake imdencB agaimt three persons prornuing to gel me rekmidf if 
I did $ 0 , The names of the three persons were Feros^e Lin, Moll 
Ram, and Sadiq or some name like it. I said, I would not give 
etidende. Next day, he took me to the Police 
Anarkali Police Station. They troubled me for lhr« 

days in this manner. Then .they..,, took ,T«’ t)# „ 

There^ tmcle Pran Chand aff ' kroiher4n4aw, Nathn Bam, 
followed me, They were also arrested and fined. Then a case 
was brought against ' becansA I had refused to give false 
evidence before the 0. 1. D. The judge did not allow my pleadei 
to put any questions. Finally, I was sentenced to transportation 
for life , It was commuted to 10 years, and then 2 years, and then 
recently, I vras released from Jail on»thel7th of October. 
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Tke siatment of Lala Kalu Raiti, son of Laid fhmi Ckand^ 
age 3-5 years ^ Kohli^ resident of Miani^ Tahsil Find 
Dctdan Khan,, now residing at Lahore, and 
Proprietor of the Simla Hindu Hoteh 




Anarkali, Lahore^. 








On llth April 1919 at 5-30 p. m., Sardar Tota Singh, Siih- 
Inspector of Police, accompanied by Khuda Bakhsh Havaldar aiifl 
(^ian^Chand Havaldar, came to my hotel and told me that they 
'"ipfer^|oing to, search my ofiSce. They searched the office in the 
presence of two_ respectable men.' As nothing incriminating wa«^ 
discovered, they wrote out a statement to the effect that nothing was 
taken away by the police,, and got me and the said two men to 
sign It. . The Police then took me to the Anarkali Police Station 
via Ohoki, No. 1, whence they took along with me two other personn, 
namely Lekhram and Rajaram, who were my aeqiiaiiitances. I 
fainted .there. On regaining consciousness I found myself hand*- 
^cuffed.. After putting us '-in the lock-up, they took ofl\, my 





iliandoufffi. The same night* ^Mr. jpilaliii^h Roy, Editor ’€*£ the Tri- 
-'.bune, was also shot up in the look-np* 

On the following morning, some students and Mr* KalinatJi 
Jloy were taken out and first kandcnffied, and then, .along 
.Lekh Bara, Raja' Ram, and myself, were taken to Telegraph 
‘Office, and then to the Central Jail, where I was put in a ^oMtarj 
celL I remained there npto the 25th or 2Gth of April, 191^. 
Subsequently, I was again brought to .the Anarkali Police Staftioii* 
.About twelve of us used to be handcuffed together and taken on 
foot dail}’ for some days to the’ city Kotwali* At last ,on 
30th April 1919, instead of taking ns to the ILotwali, they 
-brought us to the 0. I. D. Office^and 'Set us free* ■ ■On ■ the .sam:e‘ 
day, some persons who had taken the precaution tio be present 
to stand security for me and whose names are Lala Ourdyal and 
*LaIa Gurditta Mai, and similarly other persons who had come 
■for other prisoners, were arrested, and were first taken to the 
Police Office, and thence to the Punjab Club, where Martial Law 
Authorities had their office* These persons w^ere ten in numbex*. 
1 reached my house and the persons who had gone to see me. 
were set free after 3 hours on paying fines. 

All these persons were arrested only on a constable say- 
>ing that they were the helpers of the accused. Upto this time, 

1 do not know the offence for which I had been caused so much 
trouble. My detention has caused me a loss of about three 
thousand rupees. My health has been shattered since then, and, 

_ now, ' I am under medical '^eatment. I was suffering from 
dysentery in the Central Jail. In spite of the fact that some 
money had been deposited by my relatives for my food etc., they 
inever supplied me with milk, though I had often asked for it. 


The statement of Mafila, son of Haji Mehr BakhsL, afje 70 years. 
Teli Confectioner^ Delhi Gate^ Lahore. 


I am a confectioner am! have my shop in Olihatta. Bazar pside the 
'Delhi Gate. Two or three days after the introduction #i Martial iW, I 
had just opened my shop, at about 8 one morning, when a Police Inspec* 
tor, mith several ooostables, came and ordered me to be handou|fed. I 
enquired the reason, but no reply was given. I theii''requ6ile|.‘lh0 
Inspector to allow me to close my shop and to put on my 
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130 heed to my request, and had me ’ hatidcnff^i icd tekiri to 
tib Police 8 tatioB* There,! was kept confined in the lock-iip for full 
4 honw/ Then I was taken out, and was linked in a chain with Slmdi* 
Dankt Kam, Noor Din Khada, Raja Ram, a jeweller, Mtikaada, a 
jeweller^ A%h Din, a gasman, a- Sadhn who gives Homeopkthio medi- 
.cjines, and Chtini Lai, a cloth merchant. We were all marclieil to the 
'Telegraph Office, and produced before a European Officer, who took down 
onr names and ordered ns to be taken to the Jail. There, I wm confinei 
in the condemned priaoners* cell for one night. The next day, I w»« 
removed to another cell, in which was ,a grinding mill# On the seveitli' 
day# I was taken to the City, Police Station, and released on fnrnisfel^ 
a . personal recognizance# For 3 dajs, I nseA'^^^to be sent tot* 
;,mbrnit|g, was made to sit the whole ^,day''m ;t&’^^^ 

''^ia|towed to come home in fee fee fonrtb day, the Sahib 

me the cause of my^aripit# ’^'^^'Breplied that I knew nothing about 
;^^i4f|^After seeing some papers, the Sahib said that Khnda Pakhsh, the 
Snb Inspector G!.D., had reported against me, but that as there was no 
evidence against me 1 conld go away. 

During my confinement in Jail I was once brought out of my c^ll 
to have an interview with my son. On that occasion, I witnessed a Loy 
of about 12 years being flogged after having been stripped naked and 
fastened to a triangle. 

During tie Hartal, I kept my shop closed. I had no fear of being 
looted by the people, but w'e were all afraid of being plundered by the 
Military# The City was free from crime during this period# No on# 
ha ^ told us to close our shops on tie JOth. It was done roluiitarily 
on :■ receipt of the news of Mahatma Gandhi^s aiTest. 


The Statement of Lala Sardari Lai Vald, Mmaffing 
Director^ The Punjab Ayurtedic and Pharma- 
\ eentiml Company Limited^ Cumti 
ffr'’ / ■ ’ Bazar, Lahore. 


On tlie morning of the.lTfe of April, I was sitting in inj Dispensary 
examining ceitain patients, 'when , suddenly two policemen in pMii 
clothes came and asked me to accompany them. I was taken to a place, 
fi few shops distant, where a large number of the Police in oolform wMf 
stationed. On reaching there, I was at once handcuffed. I enquired 
of them the reasons for my arrest, but none were given. After a short* 



time, along with some other respeotabte persons who' had similarly beea 

arrested, I was marched through the struts to the Delhi 
Station. There, we all were confined m the look-np. After a few honre 
confinement, we were taken ont; our roll call was taken ; we were hand- 
cuffed, and linked to a long chain, and a procession of about 2o persons, 
all holdins? respectable positions in society, was formed, and “Arched o 
the Telegraph Office. After waiting for some time there, the tohee 
Superintendent arrived, called out our names from a list, and ordered ns 
to stand in the sun- By this time, several old and weak persons among 

us had become so exhausted that they could not stand any 

They repeatedly requested the Sahib to allow them to sit down, “ ® 

turned a deaf ear to their entreaties. In the meantime, 3 or 4 other 
persons had also arrived. Th^o were also handcnffied and linked 
‘ together with us. The Superintendent ordered na to be taken to the 
Jail, and we were taken there by the longer route. We had to walk 
about 4 miles in the sun. Several of our party became quite exhausted. 
We felt extremely thirsty, but no water was supplied to ns until we 
had reached the Jail. On reaching the Jail, onr roll call was again 
taken, onr persons were searched and each one of us was taken to wha 
we were told were condemned cells. After about half an hour, how- 
ever,! was taken out of this cell and put in what is known as a ‘ solitary 
cell. This was a small room full of mosquitoes, with a grinding mill 
in it. There 1 was supplied prisoner’s food, which was so bad that I 
could not cat it. We were also asked to ease ourselves in an earthen 
pot which was kept in the same room. The condition of life in this 
Lli can only be realised by those who have had the misfortune to be 
shut up in it. On the 7th day I was ta|ea out of the ce 1, handcuffed, 





the sMemBnt of Dr, Ruldoo Ram Varma> of fnla Bura 
Mai, age 4o yearsp Medical PracHHoner, Gumti 
Bazar, Lahore* 


I was in the Badshahi Mosque at about 10 a. m. on the 
of Apiil, 1919, Besides the men present there, abont 40 or SO 
■boys came in, some carrying sticks. As I was returning from the 
Badshahi Mosqne to the City by the way of Naaga5!;a\s tomb anti 
Hira Mandi, some Police Constables passed me* , I a||o iltw lome 
Military men. On going a little farther, opposite the shop oi 
Pindi Dass and the honse of Rai Banjhi Mai where there is a pipe, 
I 'saw a nnmbe-r of officers* llepnty Commissioner of 

JPoBcCt^'and some MillHrf;7#mfers- on horseback. -They w^ere 
asking the people why they did not^open their shops and wdiy they 
were making so great a noise. They added that if they did not 
open their shops, bombs would be thrown from aeroplanes and it 
would be impossible to distinguish the guilty from the innocent. 
Out of the men standing there, one said that the Rowlait Act 
.should be repealed, for the agitation was all on that account. 
One Police Officer questioned him if he knew what the Rowlatt 
Act was. 1 replied that our hands have already been tied and 
now our months are being muzzled. That was what the Act 
meant. He said, How have your tongues been muzzled ? You 
have been making noise for the last three days/' He added, Yon 
are fools as you do not commence W'Ork/' Thereupon, one or two 
persons out of the mob burst out, Sir, we arc fools, hui are 

Pandit Malaviya, Mr. Jinnah and Ihe other members of ihe 
Council fools ? " The Officer replied in the affirmatifO^ Then 
another person questioned if Mahatma Gandhi was a fool. Sir, 
P^son, the Deputy Opm^^lssWB.er,,whom I eould recognise, said that 
^ w|j3h®:-grej^,test fool. Mr. Fyson spoke In 
a liOud,w0ic4'*'^XeB hA is the biggest fool/' He trans- 
lated the sentence into Drdu himself, repeated it, and then said 
that it was he (Gandhi) who was at the bottom of all this dis- 
turbance. Pandit Dharam Das Vaid, Gumti Bazar, who was 
•standing by me, told him that it was very easy to call others 
fools, but it was difficult to make the people believe it. He took 
out a copy of the Rowlatt Act from his pocket and said that 
•he had gone through the whole of it. He requested Mr. fysoa 
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•'to es:plain the Act to him. The Deputy OommissloaW replied 
'that all were not so intelligent as he was. The general people, he 
said, were fools. Another Officer then said, ** We have come, to 
warn yon and not to hear a sermon from yon/^ Then the Offi- 
cers proceeded forward. I returned to my house- My evidence 
was recorded before the Martial Law Commission. 


ISO 

The statemerit of fazal Din, son of Burha, Dalgar^ age 28^ of 
Molialla Namadigaranf Akbari Mandi^ Lahore » 

A few days after the proclamation of Martial Law, u e. on the 
19th of April, I was arrested by the Police, while busy in my work 
at the shop of Nihal Singh, I was taken to the Naulakha Thana. 
There I saw Muhammad Din, Alias, Tidi, standing, who pointed 
me out, saying, ** Yes, he is the man."’ This Mohammad Din 
had undergone imprisonment before this. The witnesses against 
me were a policeman and one other person. I am not acquainted 
with either. They searched my house, but found nothing objec- 
tionable. I was kept for the night in the Police Station. The 
next day, I was presented before a Magistrate in the City Police 
Station, who ordered me to be handcuffed. I was kept for a , few 
days in the ITaulakha Police Station, and after this, 1 was kept m 
the Central Jail for three or four days and nights, and was set 
free, on the case being dismissed. I was charged with being a 
member of the Lauda Fouz* I committed no offence and had to bear 
"much hardship and trouble for no reason. 


isi 


'The sUtement of Lala Amir Chand, son of Lula Tota liamy Of 
the Punjab Swadeshi Stores, brother of Air, Lablm 
Rani Ivlckra B^Sc* Civil Engineer^ noto a 
Alartial Law Prisoner, Anarkali, Lahore^ 


I was arresteil on the 17th of April 1919 at my shop. My 
shop and house were searched in my absence. Nothing suspicious 
was found. 1 was taken to the Anarkali Thana, and then to the 
Telegraph Office where I was handcuffed and taken to the Central 
.Jail, Lahore. I was kept in a solitary ceil from 17th April 
13th May and then in the lock-up of the City,^Police (Station. I 
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„u tnWcn io Mi. Bowlins »' **• f 'Lntili 

Ind atlo, -J bioftei Lai. Amokk 

bondtoi S.. 500 1.1 m, tuW goo^ " 'iTot 

.Itoi IMilroigM a.r.’ ..nSneinent, J'’ 1° 

Bolitaiy detention witbont any trial. I do not btoe p . 

what my fatiU was. u.,.+ Pitiinpmcu 

After iny release, I was told by my relatives that Fo hcuntu 

constantly asked for money from them as a prise for 

On inqniring at the time of my arrest, I was told tbat . 

a warrant under orders from the hig er 
authorities. During the time of my detention. Dr. , ;.ii 

and I were once produced before aC. I. D. Officer an ^ . 

learnt that I was arrested on ,the report of P. Jewan Lai ^ ^ 

0. I. D. and that there was no evidence against me. For 2- O' 

I was detained without any enquiry. d 5«« 

On the 24th of May, when I was produced before Mr. LowriBo 
fi SW D., he asked me if I had read the Rowlatt Bills. b 

Council and tbe 

comments in the papers, he told me that the lawyers were misre- 
presenting the whole matter, as they were not allowed to appeal 

under the Act. Security for my good behaviour was taken as 1 had 
been a D. A. V. College student and, therefore, Mr. Bowring doubten 

, my character. 
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The statement oj Allah Dad, son of A'aii Baichh, o<je 60 .i- 
Chhatta Bazar.. Mohalh Water Worh, Lahore. 


I am a corn grinder. One Ferpz Din, earpeutci , gait «io a 
quantity of white wheat for grinduig. After tho. Mania i Law 
order, fixing the rate of flour at six and half seers per 
was passed^ a man came to me to ^ btiy Sour. I refnfeec 
the flour which belonged to another person, I hekg :i mere 
grinder. The man reported the matter .at the y< aUn IV ur ' , 
Station, and after a short interval, he returned with .Muurla Mir 
Ashaq and Syed Mohammad Amin Indrabi, Municii al ( 'isiaui ir- 
sioner. As these gentlemen pressed me hard I was eompclled to 
sell the flour which was not my property. After a few raniutes, 
when these men were removing the flour, two British so itrs 
and two Police Constables came to my mill, and, though the 


Laliore— No* 182 conti, & 183# 


28 B 


buyer told them that he had bought the flour, I was arrested aiicf 
,i»ken: the^^ where I was^presented before a young 

Englishm to him' the 'whole matter. Ha asked' 

■:me;,what,; I/had ;:,got with me* : I .told^ him that I had Bs« 32-8-3« 
This amoniit was taken from me*. At about 9 a.'m., I was con- 
fined in the lock up at the Water Works,', and'at five in the even*' 
ing, -T /was presented / before the: Colonel , Sahib, who," withont 
taking 'any evidence ' for ' the defence, ' sentenced' me to . a' fine" 'of: 
Rs. 50, or in default, "to, three months’ imprisonmenk . This took;; 
place on the clay on which Martial Law order fixing the rate of 
■wheat was promnlgatecL I was ignorant- of any such order*,,,,';.'!, 
had 25 mannds of wheat at my mill which I had notified ',io„: the;; 
/tie' anthoritiea through my brother as under Martial Law "T could; 
■keep only '5 mannds. Two or three days later, some Police Officers- 
coBfiscated all my wheat, iaspite of my protest and my shop was- 
kept/nnder Police guard for 7 or 8 days. 


183 


21ie statement 0/ Malik Nazir Ahmad, son of Malik Chiragh Bin, 
age 25 gears, milk-seller, Chuhatta Mufti Bagar, Lahore. 


I, with Kamar Din, tailor, was arrested on the 17th o£ 
April last in connection with Martial Law. We were taken to 
the Police Station at the Delhi Gate. In the evening o£ the I7th, 
we were beaten and abused by Jiwan Lai, Sub Inspector, C. I. D., 
and Charanjit Singh, Sub Inspector, and the whole day they 
were inducing me to make a false statement that some six men, who 
were already in custody, were in the Bonda Fouz and that they used 
to abuse and threaten- to kill Englishmen. But I did not agree, as 
I knew nothing about the matter. Others, who had been arrested 
along with me and kept in the Police Station, were let off in the 
evening after they had bribed the Police. I was, however, not set 
free. I can recognise the persons who were let off. I was given 
no food on the 17th and 18th, although I begged the Police to do 
so. When I further resisted their endeavours to obtain false 
evidence from me, then, on the 19th, Jiwan Lai threatened me with 
8 pistol, saying that if I did not give him the desired statements, 
he would shoot me. This threat, he repeated several times, but 
still I did not yield. I was taken before the Police Superinten- 
dent. Altogether, I was kept for three days and nights in the lockr 
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ap without any food. On the 20th, the Police Snperintendcnt 
released me, finding nothing inCjflmiaating against me. Abdul 
Karim is very anxious to entrap ns and is trying his best to have 
us bound over. He says, “ Unless you make friends with me, I 
shall tease yon in this manner.” My brother was charged with 
being in the Danda Fouz at a time, when, in fact, he was not. in 
Lahore, but at Zira in the .Ferozepore District. He was not here 
even during the Hartal days. 1 was threatened by Jiwan Lai that 
if I did not produce him, my house would be destroyed. IJlti mately, 
I had to produce him. 

1S4 

The statement of a Students 

On the lOili o! April, as I was going to the Bai^.ar for shopping 
in the evening, I saw shops being suddenly closed and a 
mnltiinde of people coming crying, Hai Hai Rowlatt 
Black Bill,” Gandhiki Jai and so forth. I was asked by 
one of the ' Crowd to put off my cap. I asked Mm what the m atte, r 
was..". He told, me that Gandhi ji had been imprisoned and people 
."'were .sorrowing on that, account.,'. 'Heiurther enquired of me if I 
was. willing to participate in the general sorrow* 1 spontaneously" 
rvexpressed my willingness. He thereupon remarked, ** Why don't 
you take off your cap-?” I took off my cap and that seemed to 
"Satisfy him. , 

I follow^ed the iiiuitit.ude silently, asking iiiaiiy questions as 
to wlieii and where Gandhiji had been arrested, and where kh".* 
.men were going. • It appeared to me that no one knew precisely 
:"where the crowd w^as going P'^sonie said that they would probably 
.go allround the city to show their sorrow, and others, that the 
. . people would perhaps go to the .. Mall- ’.to show their sorrow io 
'..EngMshineii.' . 

I: lagged, behind, as I %vas walking very slowly. When i 
reached the Ewing Hall building I found most of the men sitving 
■.down and a few thus standing near Mod Chandls shop. A man 
■ w^as addresstiig them.; He gave the message of La la Dnni Cliand, 
.Eambhaj.Da'ttaj'and other leaders asking .them to turn back, Uoine 
,::of .those, present demanded of .him -a written document to ilist eiTect, 
but .as ho could not . produce' ■. one,' he was ignored. Some luid 
:'started, again, wdiilst others- remained^ sitting and some retiinicd* 
:,;: Ale'.,w more, mostly students, ''then, ''fonowed the first party to the 
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MalL I was one o£ iheni.* I believe' most --oJ tbc men present near 
Mool Ohand’s shop must have ttirned'-back, on the message from 
the leaders being delivered ; for/^in my estimation, the number of 
men in the crowd here was between one thonsand.and two tlionsaiids^ 
whereas after passing the Telegraph - Office,;-! 'do not - think there 
m^ere more than four hioidred -men. 

Near the B’onnaii Christian College buildings, Dr. Lucas and a 
few other 'Professors were standing^ and asking- men,-'in:' geiie;ral.,:; 
aiid^_P, 0. College men, in particnlar,' to return. Most of the P. C. 
College men and some others went into the college premises. I 
too went ill along with them. I also noticed some men going over- 
to the Commercial Buildings side and, perhaps, that explains the 
lessening of men afterw^ards. After a little time, I came ont again 
and began to follow the crowd which had covered some distance : by' ' 
this time. 

I- noticed near the Telegraph office some Enropeans passing, 
in a Car and a soldier going on a cycle through the crowd, and one 
or two European ladies with gentlemen going to the Empire 
Cinema side. The crowd did not molest them, nor did it commit any 
other act of violence. 

A portion of the crowd went towards Kapnrthala House on 
seeing the British soldiers that were posted by the Telegraph 
office, but I went on straight. By the time I reached 'Plomer^s 
premises, I heard shots fired, I was staggered, and in a moment, I 
found people running past me, followed by the Police and the 
soldiers. 

I hid myself behind a bush, from where I saw men carrying 
back the wounded on their shoulders ; and after about half an hour 
when it was absolutely quiet on the Mall, 1 came back to my hoiise.-- 
^ that shooting had been resorted to in'. 
Anarkali as welL 

185 

Tka statement of Shahali Dio, son of Ghasita^ age Bo ymrs. Jat 
tonga drive?'' of Any at Shak^ No. 593^ tonga No. 622^ 

Mochi Gate^ Lahore* 


On the morning of: -.the day -on- .which Martial Law' 
was declared, I and Dina, son of Viroo, a tonga ■ dri very had '' 
taken out some men to Kana Kacha, at- about 9 or lO a. 
Martial Law was declared- - during the time we were so absent.. 
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On war retnrn, we were allowed to pass tmchallenged hj tlie 
soldiers standing at the Canal Bridge, as well as by the picket 
stationed at the Cnstom Honse Ch&nki No. 4. When we reached 
the Mozang Tonga Stand, some British soldiers seized ns, and took 
ns to the Thana. We were kept there £or the niglit. In t.hc 
morning, we were brought before Mr. Clark, Dopnty Superinten- 
dent of Police, and by his order we were taken before the Cooimau- 
ding Officer at the Chiefs’ College. Wc were then sent 1 1 the 
Colonel at the Punjab Club. The Colonel ordered that our 
should be kept at the parade ground and we should be taken 
Jail- We were accordingly taken to the Jail and kept there foi^x 

days. On the evening of the 6 th day, a Buropeaii Officer 

the Jail and asked us where we had; taken onr tonga to. Wc re- 
plied, wc had gone to Kana Kacha. Without asking us any 
farther questions or hearing us in our defence, he ordered us to be 
.given five stripes each. We were made naked, only a piece of 
muslin cloth was given to us to cover the lower part of our bodies 
and then we were flogged and released. While we were being caned, 
three other outsiders, two of whom were Kashmir labourers, also 
reoeived 5 cuts each. The third was a Mahajan (Head man of 
Caste) from Ambala. 

186 

The statement of Zaiitir»iid»diii '^7 years^ 

I am . a , residenl of Rang Mahal, Lahore. On lOth April, 
..liaia Kishen Ohand, dari-seller of Bang Mahai, sent for me and 
: -said that he bad 10 or 12 bags of flonr and wanted ehapatis 
(bread) t© be prepared therefrom and distributed among the poor 
:: '.people of the Mohalla (the locality), I' said, ¥ery well, I have no 
objection io do this, I am alwajs ready to give food to the poor*” 

At that time, Seraj-nd-ding a ' shop-keeper, was also present* 
Seraj Din nnderiook to. cook Dal ,(piilse), a.t hiS'.shop* In this way 
we started the cooking. of ■ehapatis and 'Seraj Din of clal and 
.also began their distribnti-on. ' On the ,19th of April, a Police Sab 
Inspector with some armed . soldiers, came io my house, and caused 
a search to be made, alleging the existence of an order lo that 
;;effect* , .Nothing, .incriminating, was fonad, but in spite of that, I 
was taken han.cicnffed' to the Kotwali and thence to the Jail, where 
I an.ffered great ' hardship* la the - Jail, I was confiaeci in a cell 
■■which wag very small and ■fall. of. mosquitoes... After being troubled 
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for six daysj I was taken out of the Jail, and released on a recogai- 
Kanoe taken by the Superintendent 0 !^ Police. After suffariag 
extreme hardship for three or four days in the Kotwali, I was sal 
free in this manner. Ten or twel¥6 days 'after I had been released, 
Mian SeraJ Din, at the instigation of.' Mohamad Din and Nawab 
Sahib, reported to the Deputy Commissioner that some people had 
’forbidden his eyidence against Harldshen Lai and Duni Ohand, 
.and that- as he had deposed against them they desired to 'ta'ke 
his life. On this, the , Kotwali : . Sub Inspector sent for me and 
harassed me for three' or four days, though the report was false* 
On making enquiries, the Sub Inspector found the report to be 
^lmt^ue. Oae day, as I was going to. my ofHce in the Lahore Can- 
tonment, Seraj Din with four other hooligans attacked me and^ ■ 
-struck a blow with a , Dang (staff) which fell on my bicycle, 
.injuring mj back. I reported the to rnj officer who'', 

wrote two letters, one to the Inspector, Naulakha, and the other 
'to ."the Deputy Commissioner through the Magistrate, Lahore 
'■Cantonment. In support of oiy complaint at Naulakha, I produced '■ 

SaraJ Din -and others. As soon aS' my;' 
witnesses were finished, the accused Seraj Din was called fay , the Sub ' 
Inspector and asked to produce his witnesses. Two hours later 
.Nawab' Mohamad Ali Khan and M,oha.mad Amin, Municipal' Com^, '' 
-missioner, sent for Seraj Din, the accused,- and alsc lor 'the:; ^^^^^ 

In his case from the City Kotwaii,' :.and,. with the" 

Inspector, released him without taking any. notice of my eyidence* . 
Ten or twelve days later, I was calied.',to:.the '' Kotwaii, ;an.d' asked to 
.give information as to where Seraj Din, the accused was., ' I. gave 
them full particulars of his release, whereupon I was told to with- 
draw my case. A note was made, that action would be taken as 
.'■-soon , as ■the accused ■ was found. The accused is 'Still at ' large. 
The police have actei in this !:iiaiine.r knowingly -on the recom-. 
■■mendation of Nawah Mo.hamad Ali Khan and the pleader Moha.maci 
Amin, and because he gave evidenee as a Witness for the prose-, 
■cution' during the. prevalence of Martial Law. 

1S7 

Thi Hatemnt of Lata Qaiiesli Dass,.^uH'o/ Lda Sufjan 
Khai^h shopkeeper. Bazm IlUta. Bazar ^ Lahore^ 

I am a cloth, merehaat having a shop in the Bazaz Hatia 
Bazar. I had a quarrel with two eonstables, who wanted me to give 
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cj.otk to item OH credit, which I reJuaed to do. Two daya after 
the Hartal had ecaaed, I was sleeping in my shop, siifferin^^ 
from pain in my stomach, when these two constables came Jiml 
told me, thit I was wanted by the Martial Law ttilicer, %sli<> hclil 
his Conrt near the Water Works Reservoir. They forced in*- to 
close my shop and took me to the Martial Law Ofliccr. I wu- put 
inside a room, where there were other respectable persona in 
custody. The Officer was busy meting out panishmenis to people. 
As my pain increased, I bagan to cry. On this, the Officer came 
near me and told me that I was feigning illness. 1 refjnested him 
to have me examined by a doctor. A doctor was accordingly 
sent for, who, on examination, declared that I was realty 
Officer asked the constables for what offence I had been arrested 
and they stated that 1 had been persuading people to observe the 
Hartal after Martial Law had been proclaimed. I protested that 
the constables were inimical to me and were telling a lie. I was 
allowed no opportunity of producing my evidence, but was sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of Rs. 100 , or in default, to receive 10 stripes, 
i borrowed Rs. 100 from Bulaqi Saraf and paid the fine. 


The joint datement of Faxa! Dio, son of Jhanda^ resident at the 
Ilaveli of Kahli Mal^ caste Kasai^ Lahore^ and Amir, son oj 
Nawab^ carpenter at the shop of Ahmad Baklish^ outside 
Shermwala gate ^ Lahore* 

Daring tbe Martial Law period, a few days before SImMmt, tve, 
the aforesaid persons, were sitting at the shop of Ahmad Baksh* 
Jt was about 4 o’clock in 'the evening, when a motor car came to 
the shop and stopped. A Military Officer, accompanied by a few 
British soldiers ■ and ■ Police Constables, came upstairs. They 
arrested from the adjoining, house, having a common staircase 
with the shop', a few persons, including a woman, who were engaged 
in playing cards.- .'Among the Police .Constables was one Dara 
wdio had enmity with Pazal Din. Seeing Fazal Din in the sho|), 
Dara brought the Officer there and got us arrested. We, along wiili 
12 o.r 13 other persons arrested from the neighbouring house, were 
-taken to-., the Ifaulakha 'Police-Station.- On the way, we met a 
;-;earria,ge which had in it 5 or 6%ersons. When they saw ns, they 
.. asked'us w,hy we had been arrested. ; On this the Police Constables 
stopped ■ their ' vehicle, and ' told the British soldiers that the 
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iBmates had abased them. The Police 'then took them also to the 
Police Station, We were detained at’the Nanlakha Police Station 
for the whole night, and were taken, the next morning, to the Iron 
Tank (Water Works), and produced before a Sahib, who, without 
taking any statements or hearing any evidence, ordered ns to 
receive 15 canes each. He also ordered onr persons to be searched 
and any property found thereon to be forfeited. In the search 
Bs. 5-12-0 were found in the pocket of Ahmed Baksh, and Rs. 77 on 
the person of Pazal Din. Nothing was found on the person of Amir.. 
We were quite innocent. The house owner and the other arrested 
persons got various punishments. 

After the pronouncement of the order, we were taken to the 
Jail, We were kept imprisoned for the whole night. The next 
morning we were flogged. We were taken to the flogging post 
handcuffed. We were flogged after being stripped of all clothing. 
As a result of the flogging, blood trickled down our bodies. 

189 

The statement of Nahi Bakhsh, cige 24 years^ milk seller of Masjid 
CMnianwali Bazar ^ Smamoala^ Lahore, 

Three or four days before the last ShahA-Barat^ a Sikh came 
to my house and wanted some milk, which I gave. A day before 
Shab4-Baratf three Policemen came to my house, handcuffed me, 
and took me to the police station, where I was locked up. I 
remained two days in the lock up, and was then taken handcuffed 
to a house near the Zoological garden and produced before an 
English Officer. He asked me if I had put water into the milk- I 
denied it and was sentteneed to pay Rs. 250 as fine, or undergo 6 
months, imprisonment. My relatives who were present paid up th© 
fine and got me released. I was made to sit in the sun for two 
hours that day. J awahir Lall Halwai of Shahalmi Gate and Achhrti 
Mai Halwai of Hiramandi were also there as accused persons. 
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. 'The statement of Lala Hukain Chand Kapiir> ^on of Lala Buta Rami.. "' 
owner of LL M. Doyal firm^ machinery sellers^ adjacent to City 
Boohing Office, outside Lohari Gate, opposite Tonga 

Shed, Lahore. 

f I am an old man of sixty-five years., .During the Martial law" 
regime a pojioeman took me before ' an Indian Magistrate '(Sy^ 
37 
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Mohammad Shah) and informed him that I had refused to iend 
him a chair on the ground that I did not like any Englinhinaii 10 
sit on it. I denied this and said that my chair had alreiirij 

been taken. The Magistrate allowed me to go. On the next 

day,, the police took me before Mr. Clarke^ Police Officer in the 
Anarkali Bazar, at about 1-30 p. in. I was handcuff eel and kept 
standing for half an hour on the Anarkali Eoad, and v;us ilieii 
taken handcuffed to the Telegraph Office through the Bazar. The 
Deputy Commissioner came there after about; an hour and a half. 

I appealed to him to let me know what the charge against me 

was. The same story of the chair was repeated. I said that it 

was false and that the chair was still lying there., The 'D*P||||’, 
Commissioner let me go. The handcuffs were not however re- 
moved, and I was taken to Syed Mohamed Shah Sahib, the Indian 
Magistrate at Lohari Gate and the handcuffs weie removed there. 

The chair was returned to me after a few days, but one charpai 
and an ink-pot have not been returned till this day. 

I pay Income Tax Es. 104-2-8. I have been very much dis- 
graced and this is known to all in the Anarkali Bazar. During the 
the Hartal days the City was completely quiet. 

My shop is in Anarkali outside the Lohari Gate, whereas my 
residence is within the Lohari Gate. During the Hartal I used to 
come to my shop but did not work. During the days of the 
Hartal the City people created no disturbance or committed no 
breach of the peace. They did not prevent Government Officials 
from doing their duty, 
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The statement of Malik Sha^» son of Malik Ghasita,^ Kaka Zal, 
Kucha Ealca Zaian^ Lahore^ 

I closed my shop on the 1st Hartal day and then again on ilie 
lOth of April, when Gandhi was arrested. 

l am an old man of 60 years. A few days alter the deckra- 
iion of Martial Law I was arrested with 25 other' meii^ namely, 
Lala Dun! Chand Bazaz, Fazal Din, Lala Din Mala, confectioner, 
the Sikh Comb Maker, and other shopkeepers. I was haiiJcaffeil, 
taken to Kotwali, thence to the Telegraph Office, and lastly to the 
Central Jail, where I was. kept in a cell for about 7 days. My son 
Mohamed Hus,sain had also been arrested some four days prior to 
my arrest. ■, He was kept. in custody lor 34 days., and got 2d stripes. 
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I do not know why I was arrested. I was brought to the Polka 
Station ; a witness was produced by the 0. I. D* who stated, 
■f® Malik Shadi was leading a crowd and saying ^ Release (Sandhi 
■and arrest ns in his place.’ ” 

Pont days after, on the intervention of some Municipal Com- 
■missioner I was let off. 

, On the 12th of April, on hearing of my son’s arrest I went to 
Hira Mandi. I saw the police with European Officers facing the 
"East. The military were on the North. I saw an Officer pointing 
with a revolver and firing. After him the police fired. 

The crowd was near the Naugaza and the police near the 
^school. 

102 

The statement of Malik Mohammad Hiisain, of Malih Shad% 
Kaka Zaiy of Kakazaian Streets Lahore, 

The day before I think it was a Saturday, I was 

returning home from the Port, where I had gone to deliver fuel 
on behalf of my brother who had taken a contract. One Grulab 
Din was with me. When I came to the Water Works, and as I was 
crossing the road, a military officer who was standing there, 
struck me with a hunter saying ^VStand back/’ I said I was 
returning home. At this he struck me again. I said, ^^Hazoor, 
Don’t strike;” and as I found he was about to strike me for ih® 
third time I raised my left hand to my face to protect it from his 
blow. On this I was arrested by Mr. Broadway, Superintendent of 
Police, who, said, ‘‘You have opposed a military officer.”'!' replied' 
that I had -taken on my hand his previous lashes but had to protect 
my face from injury. I was then taken to another police officer 
to 'whom I told the truth. He ordered me to go aw'ay, but as I 
was' leaving, Mr. Broadway called out ‘ Arrest him/ So I was:- 
, arrested, and tied with my own turban and in that state "paradet 
through the Bazars. I was then kept in the- Anarkali Police Station 
for a .day and a night, and. thereafter I was kept, in ioiprisonment 
lor about seven days in a solitary cell in the central Jail. There- 
after I was kept in custody in'the -Gity Kotwa-li, thus undergoing 
•altogether thirty-four days imprisonment. Finally I was'ordered: 
to be whipped twenty stripes, which was done. I was then set free 
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on the 16 th May from the Central Jail. I ara still ignorant oi 
the charges hronght against me. Mr. Broadway was the only 
witness against me. The officer who struck me was not called. I 
was neither questioned, nor askedi to call evidence. My father, 
Malik Shadi, aged sixty years, was also kept for full seven days in 
the Central Jail, Lahore, on the alleged offence that he was heard 
crying “ Leave Gandhiji and arrest me in his place. ” He was 
handcuffed and then imprisoned. ■ 

193 

The statement of Lala Parasram, age 30 yean^ Khatri^ Clotl* . 

Merchant^ of Bazaz Hatta^ Lahore^ ' 

On the 6th o£ Baisakh last, at abont 8-30 p. m., I came out 
oE my house through a window to milk my she-buffalo as usual. 
Just as I was dropping down from the window, the Thanedar Sahib 
and four fconstables came there, and I was asked why I had 
come out that day. I replied, “My child has been crying for milk 
and as the milk-man has not come I am going to milk the she- 
buffalo.’’ I had no clothes on my person at that time except only a 
loin cloth. I entreated them to permit me to put on my clothes or 
at least to put my dhoti on, but they refused, and in that practica- 
lly naked state marched me through almost the whole city. At 
last they took me to the Water Works Eeseryoir, and made me 

■ sit close to the place where the distributing pipes are situsted. I 
then sent for my clothes from home and reeeiTcd them the nest 

■ morning, at^ about 8 o’clock. At 12 noon I was taken before the 
thC' OflScer Commanding, who on the suggestion of the Thanedar 
sentenced me to 5 lashes and a 'fine of ten rupees. I requested the 
Ofiicer Commanding to spare me the flogging and increase the 
fine, but he remained unmoved, and I received the flogging that 
evening at the Chauk which is an important thorough fare. I um 
a respectable man and pay- an income tax of Rs. 65. I have been 

' greatly disgraced by being flogged publicly. Jhand-a who lives m 
my bouse and, pays rent, was holding an earthen lam.p at the time 
when I was emerging out of the. window, and was fined Rs. 11). 
Jhanda is aged 60 years. 

Daring the Hartal there was absolutely:- no '.clanger of loot. 
Pcojile lived peacefully together and nobody .lost anything. 
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194 

.'The statement 0 / Lala Cliani son of Lala "Fateh Ckmtd^ : 

Kkairi^ flour merchant^ Mali Bazar ^ Lahore* 

' A few days after the . proolamatioE of ifartial: ■ Lawv’^ 'some . 
constables came to my shop and arrested me without mentioning 
any charge or showing any warrant. I was handcuffed and then 
marched to the city Kotwali, from there to the Telegraph Office, 
and thence to the Central Jail. There I was kept in a solitary 
cell for a week. I was then brought to the City Kotwali in 
handcuffs. Some eyidence was recorded there against me, and it 
consisted of the statements of one Budmash No. 10, one Police 
Sergeant Feroz Din, and another Arain Zaildar whose name I 
do not know, know these very witnesses were called against many 
other innocent persons. These witnesses said that I had started a 
langar. This was true. I had done so to feed the poor during the 
MartaL They also said that I had told people to close their shops, 
kill the sweepers and get food from the langars. These were all 
lies. My witnesses were not examined. I was then released after 
executing a recognizance for Rs. 200/-, but was ordered to present 
myself at the Police Station every day. I did so for many days 
and was there from morning till evening. 

The statement of Lala Tota Rani, of Sarieo Ram^ milk-seller and 
cultivator, age 24 years^ Landa Bazar, Doaha Hotel, Lahore* 

'We are three brothers. The eldest brother went to Hoshiar- 
■pur 18 or 19 days before the proclamation of Martial Law to look 
■:after our property there. I too had gone to fetch a cow from, a 
'village where my relations had taken a contract, 15 or 16 days 
'before, the introduction of Martial Law. Our cows and buffaloes 
.were kept there. I returned to Lahore after 7 days. The same 
■evening, .at. 6 p. m., i. e.. three or- four hours affer my arrival, 
a constable came to me and told -me that I was wanted at the 
Police /Station. ■, '.The Sab Inspector, after taking down my name 
,aiid address, placed' me', in the lock -. up. ,7 In the same cell was my 
elder brother Beli Barn. The next morning I and my brother were 
taken handcuffed to the Felton :■ The Officer enquired of 

us if we sold milk at 4 annas a seer* I said I had gone out* ■ My 
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elder brother replied that he sold milk at 2-6 and 3 annas per seer. 

Many people from the Bazar had gone with ns to help ns and to give 
evidence, Bnt no snch evidence was recorded. One constable and 
one shoe-maker with whom we have dispntes, gave evidence against 
ns. I showed my permit, bnt no heed was paid to that. The 
Officer fined my brother Rs. 150 and sentenced me to three iiu nths* 
imprisonment and 20 stripes. I was taken to the Jail }uiiidc!iir»!d, 

Bonr or five days after my arrival in the Jail, I was fiogg< d. I 
became nnconsoions owing to the flogging, still I was not taken to 
the hospital. Rot only that, they pnt me to work a bulloek-tnil! 

(kharas) where I had to work from the very first day. I 
worked at the mill for 20 or 22 days. 1 reinrned home ' ' 

pleting my sentence. 

■^6 three brothers pay income-tax Rs. 20 and a few annas, 
Althongh innocent, we were pnt to snch a disgrace that now it 
hard for ns to show onr faces in the Bazar. 

106 

Tlie statement o/Lala Lekh Ram, son of Lala Amin Chand, 

Agarwal, aged 42 years, proprietor of the shop Roshan 
Lai and Bros., Trunk Merchants, Anarhali, Lahore. 


IS 


I was arrested by Sardar Tota Singb, Snb Inspector of police, 
and police constable Kbnda Bakbsb on the 17th of April, 1919, at 

2 p. m. They searched my honse as well as my shop, but nothing 
was taken away by them. I was then taken to the Anarkali rolke 
Station, where Kali Ram and Raja Ram were also bronght. 
There we were handcnffed and then a few minntes later, confined 
in the lock-np. Next morning we were taken handcuffed to th« 
Telegraph Office, and ordered to be conveyed to the Central Jail. 
We were admitted into the Central Jail on the 18th of April at 

3 p.m. I was placed in a solitary cell on the 28th of April. I 
was taken back to the Anarkali, Police Station and on the 29lh of 
April, removed to the Delhi Gate Koiwali. Two or three hours 
after that we were taken back to Anarkali through the City. On 
the 30th April, we were taken to the 0. I. D. office. We were 
sitting outside, when the Inspector of the Anarkali Police 
Station and the Snperintendent of the O.I.D. came outside and gave 

orders for onr, i, e. Kaln Ram’s, Raja Ram’s and mine, handcuffs 

being removed. We were ordered to come the next day to the 
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police office without defence witnesses* We went there, but were 
let off after a little enquiry. Two servants of mine, named 
Velayat Hussain and Jamila who had accompanied me to the 0« I* 
D* office were standing outside the main gate. A police constable 
reported falsely to the ^ Superintendent that they were trying to 
come into the room. He sent them on to the Punjab Club where 
a military officer fined them Rs. 5 each. The servants of other 
accused persons were also similarly fined. I do not know upto 
this date what the charge against me was. I was not, even ques^’ 
ivioned by any officer. ________ 

lOT 

The statement of Lala Tiilsi Ram^ son of Lala Slmnhar Das^ Tirpand 
Khatri^ Hanuman Street, Mohalla Sareen^ LaliCTB, 

I had a olaioi of Rs. 200 against Inderman Singh, for which 
he got Dewan Ghand, a relation of his, to execute a bond in my 
■ favour. As this debt was not realized even thus, I transferred tho 
bond", to one Lala Bishan Das. This^ annoyed Inderman Singh,- 
who got his military officer Lieut. Campbell to report against me. 

I was arrested under a, warrant issued- by the Martial Law Officer,, 
on the night of the 11th of May. Whilst I was being taken away by 
the police, Inderman Singh who was with us, gave Rs. 10 to a 
constable, telling him to report that I had offered the amount for 
having my handcuffs removed. 

The Officer at the Water Works Reservoir sentenced me to 
six months’ imprisonment and 20 stripes without any enquiry. I 
have Just returned from the Gurdaspore Jail after having served 
my term of imprisonment. I was flogged in the Central Jail, 
Lahore, on the 15th of May, 1919. ■ 

I was quite innocent. I denied the charge, but was thus- 
punished solely oil account of enmity with Inderman Singh. 

' My complaint against Inderman Singh was pending in the-' 
court of Diwan Kishan Kishor, Honorary Magistrate from before' 
my arrest. Bishan Das’s suit Ho. 1465 for certain amount is pend- 
ing in the Small Causes Court and I am summoned as a witness* 


108 

The BtatemeiU of Lala Chuni L&\, aged 32 gears, son of Maghar Mai, 
Khatri, of Mohalla Dhanpat Rai Vakil, Delhi Gate, Lahore. 


I am a Tonga Drirer in Lahore. About the evening of the 
5th of May, 1919, I took one Englishman and one English woman. 
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to the Eailway Station. As I had no permit £or the night and had 
been plying my Tonga from 5 a. m. I wanted to come home. 1 
was however ordered by Anwar, Snb Inspector o£ Police who was 
on duty outside the Railway Station, to give a drive to a police 
oonstable and a woman oE his acquaintance. On my reEusing the 
Sub Inspector abused me, arrested me, and took me to the polh'C 
Station where I was set £ree on giving a recognizance. The next 
day the City Magistrate sentenced me to one month’.? impri.ion- 
ment without hearing my defence. I was quite innocent. Kven 
in the days of the HaHod I had been plying my Tonga. 

xjf ' , 

The statement oj Pandit Ram Saran Das, son of Pandit Tkakur 
Das^ Brahmin^ of Wachhowali^ Lahore. 


I had been employed in the Eailway Examiner’s Office since 
1912* In 1917, 1 was arrested under the Defence of India Act and 
•was kept confined in the police station for 25 days. I was not told 
the reasons for my arrest. During this period I was supplied very 
bad f^od. After detention for 25 days I was released without 
trial. Thongh no offence could be established against me I 
was dismissed from my post. I then opened a shop outside the 
Shah Almi Gate, lead a peaceful life, and kept myself entirely 
aloof from all political agitation. 

• On the 6th of April, 1919, there was a universal i/ar/aZ at 
Lahore. I also closed my shop and went to the river In i]i<: 
morning. ' After having my bath, 1 retnrneci W'l'th the oilier?. 

, In the way several people, were putting a mark with dir'Jt ( 7V/ve) 

. on the forehead of each other , as a sign of mourning. I aD.ci 
followed their example and put this ■ mark on the forehead of 
two or three persons. 

On the afternoon of the . 15th (the day Martial Law was pro- 
claimed) a number of .British soldiers came: to my house, but 
finding me there, went away. They however left word at my 
house that I most .present myself the .next .'day. On the I6t!i of 
. April, I voluntarily presented myself at the C.I.D. office. There 
I was.shown a warrant of. arrest under , the. Defence of India Act* 
I was taken in the custody and marched off to the Telegraph 
Office, where I was .put into a motor car guarded 'by a European 
Boldier,.,aiid was driven to the Fort There I was put in the lock‘*iip» 
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Slid was not allowed io: come -outior seTeral dajs*. t 
was given permission to /have a short walk, -in' the' Fort oompoand* 
For 18 day Sj I was supplied with food of ' ,a very poor qnaiity* 
■obtained from the house of a chaprasi in/ the Fort, I was sub- 
sequently made to, pay for this at the rate o,f one rupee per day* 
After the 18th day, I was allowed to get food from my house* 

As my clothes had become dirty, I requested Captain Hamil- 
ton, under whose charge I was, to permit me to telephone to my 
brother, who is employed in the firm of Clement Sober is, to send 
me clothes. Captain Hamilton gave me the requisite permission, 
and on the 26th, I telephoned to my brother- When this matter 
came to the notice of Col. North, the Officer Commanding the Fort, 
he, withouti any enquiry from me, or Captain Hamilton, ordered 
me to be stripped of my clothes, and directed a European sergeant 
(whose name I believe is Fielder) to flog me. I was accordingly 
given 5 stripes. 

I remained confined in the Fort upto 5th of July, when I was 
released. But before my release, I was served with an order under 
Rule 3 of the Defence of India Rules, directing that I should until 
further orders 

(а) remain and reside within the limits of the Lahore Muni- 

cipality; 

(б) daily report myself to the Officer in charge of the city 

Kotwali ; 

(e) refrain from holding any communication, direct or in“ 
direct, with the press, or from addressing or being 
present at any public meeting ; and 

{d) submit to the Deputy Commissioner, for pre-censorship, 
all private letters or communications. 

On the 15th of November, 1919, I received another order from 
the Punjab' Government, purporting to be issued under Section. (2) 
of' the' Foreigners’* Ordinance, 1914, directing that until further' 
.orders, I should report myself personally to the Officer in charge'., 
...of the city Kotwali every week. 

, I am entirely innocent, and do not know for what reasons,:.!,, 
was harassed and persecuted in this manner.; 

200 

:: 'The Btatement of Lala Madan Qopal, Saigal of Kucha Balmata^ 
Shah- Almi Gate^ Lahore^ 

April, at about 10-30 a. m., I was returning from' ih# 
■Hyal Singh High School 'Boarding .House. On reaching the Hira 
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Maadi Ciiaak^ I saw a large Bmmber of luropeaa md Iiidiiiii 
soldiers, some moaiited aad others on foot, coming from tlie Laiiga 
Mandi side. On seeing this, I stood on the thara (plalform) of a 
shop, situated at the Junction of the said Mitha and Him Maiidi 
Bazars, from where I had a fall view of the whole locality. The 
Officer Commanding stationed the troops in difiierent; phiiten. After 
a short time, people began to come from the Badslmhi Mos‘lue 
side. They came in batches of five or ten at a time. As ilieir 
way was blocked, they had to stop in or near the Chank. In 
course of time, the number of persons standing near the tomb of 
* Nangaza ’ became very large. The soldiers began to disperse 
the people by sheer force, the cavalry charging the , crowds . The 
people ran frightened in all directions, shonting ^Gandhi 
*IJindu Musalman M jai\ the cavalry charged them with redoubled 
force. After a few minutes, the soldiers opened fire and some people 
died. I then left the place to avoid danger. So long as I was 
there, I did not see any one throwing any brickbats at the 
soldiers. 
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The statement of Lain Ofirdiai Anatid, son of Lala Ram 'Ckundi^ 
Khatri, resident Dharkhana^ Tehsil Pind-dachm-kkan^ 
District Jlielum^ at present p7^opriet0}\ Simla Hindu 
Hotels Anarkali^ Lahore. 


My friend Lala Kaln Earn was arrested on the 17tli of ApriL 
He was taken to, the' City Police Station for enqiiirv. Lala 
■Glnranditta Mai Kohli, Proprietor, Maharaja Hindu Ilotel, and J 
■nsed to go there' to watch the enquiry and to render help by way 
of giving security, if needed. On the 30th April, Lala Kalci Ham 
was taken to the 0. I. D. ,- Office, , 'instead of ; tdie KotwuLli. Wc 
two went there; several other, people went there, and tiiey were also 
anxious to know something about the welfare of their friends. We 
were, sitting' on. the other side of the road., outside ihe premises of the 
Office, when a cons.table.came up to us and^said, ‘^Why are you sit- 
ting here. You will have to appear before the Sahibd^ We Staid we . 
were sitting there to help our friends by giving security in case it 
was needed ; but if it was objectionable, we would go away. He 
however would not allow us. to .'go and took us before the Siilrib. 
...There 'he took down our names and' .addresses, and ordered all of 
us to be taken in custody to .the-. Police Office. There we were 
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handcuffed and marched to the Punjab CInb, where we werO: 
presented before the Commanding Officer.- There we were forced 
to; perform^diiiran^^ thus, disgraced. All of iho.se ^ present 
were "fined Bs. 5 each, and I was fined Es« 50' and was. iold -thai 
this w.as , because I was ' an educated .man*... ' I. ;bad.'.not /. ihe^ 
amonnt' with . me, so I was brought handcuffed and guarded bj 
three 'armed' constables, to my hotel in ihe Anarkali," where I 
paid the difference, and was then released. 

I was giyen no receipt for the fine I paid. I saw the amounts 
paid as fines being entered in a register. 

There was no disturbance of any kind in the town during the 
Hartal. I never attended any meeting of any kind and never 
took part in agitation of any kind. 
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21ie statmerd of Bliai Man Singh, ^on of Bhai Jamiat Singh^ Sikh, 
age 70 gear of Dahbi Bazar ^ Lahore^ 


. I pay Es. 52' as income-tax and possess considerable landed, 
property. On the 19th of April, at about 11 a, m., when I 
came to my shop, I found 5 or 6 constables standing there. They 
ordered me to shut my shop and accompany them, as they had 
a warrant of " arrest against me.' I requested them to show me- 
the warrant, but they would not do so. Then they took me to 
my house in Kucha Wan Wattan and searched it thoroughly^ 
but nothing objectionable was found. Then they came to my shop 
and searched it. Here too nothing was found. I was then taken 
to the Police Station, where my turban, shoes, /cam and ' 
(which 'I wear as a pious duty according to Sikh religion), were'' 
taken off and I was put in the lock-up. My spectacles -were alsO' 
.taken off. ' In the evening, I was produced before a European 
'Officer, who ordered me to be sent to the Jail. As I am a very old 
'man and could not walk so far, my relations requested that !■ 
might be, taken in a tonga, for which they would pay, but the- 
police would not listen.. I remained confined in a solitary cell 
:.for many days in the Jail. There, no regard was paid to my 
. religious feelings about water, food, etc. A dirty SuraM (water- 
bottle) which appeared , to have been, used by a sweeper, was 
...given to me. I remained hungry and .thirsty for two days. But on 
.'the Srd day, I could not hold. nut any .longer, so drank water from^ 
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that SuraMf and ate a little ot the Jail food. On the 4th day^ 
we were allowed to haTe oat own food and beckiing* After 11 few 
'days, I was handcuffed and along with others iiiareiied buck lu ilie 
Kotwali. Here I was again put in the lock-up, and in th.e cvciiiiig 
released, on executing personal recognizance of Hs. tiHh Ifor 
three days I was called and kept sitting in the kk>iwali froiM 
10 a. m. to 5 p. m. The Police Inspector took evkleiier i' 01 % and, 
against me, and discharged me. I took no part in the Hirtal and 
have unjustly been subjected to alt these iiidignities ami 
.hardships"*.. ______ 

20a 

Tke statement o/hsda DnniChand, of Lala Bhagwm 
. Piece->Ooois Merchant^ Kkatri^ age 52 years ^ 

Bang Mahal ^ Lahore. 

I am a Piece-Goods Merchant and pay Es, 104 as Iricome-Tax, 
besides land-revenue. I have never attended any meetings or lectures. 
On the 17th of April, at about 8 a, m., Maya Ram, Oonstable, came to 
my house in Bazar Ghaudhrian, and called me downstairs. I canuB down 
and he told me that he had come to arrest me. As I was uridresseil, 
I wanted to go up to dress, hut he did not allow me to do so. Soon 
after, Sub Inspector Charanjit Singh came there, and asked me to 
accompany him. On coming out of the Kucha, 1 was surrounded by a 
large number of constables with fixed bayonets, and was marched 
■through the Bazar to the Delhi G-ate Police Station^ I eiiquired of 
■ ."them., the reason .for my arrest, but they said they know notiiiog. 
On reaching the Police Staiion, my turban was removed from my liea I 
and the Police took off my gold earings, gold battoBS, wat di ari»l 
chain, spectacles, and dopatta (head dress). These things were rieiiverfni 
to my brother Fauna Lai, but my turban wus thrown away in a coiifeemp- 
tuous manner. I was then confined in the lock-up. In the meantime, 

, '.many other respectable men- were similarly brought in, and confined. 

Later on, we were taken out of the lock-up/ handcuffed, liiikeii iii a 
. chain, and marched off to the Telegraph' Office.. . There wm were made 
to sit down on the ground. Later on, Police, Siiperiiiten«lent came 
..and in loud voice inquired, if we had realized that the British Govern- 
,ment was still existing and that we were' their servaris. jJe asked 
if we, had the courage to shout again \GandM hi ami ® 
Mmsalman ki jai\ Our. names, were called, out from a list and ive 
.were ordered to be taken to the Jail. On ■ the way, i asked perniMsioii 
,lo. pass water twice, but it was refused, On , reaching the Jail, I was 
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put" in' a solitar j ' cell. 'This cell was preTiouslj oocnpied by anotliar’ 
prisoner who was taken out from" there, and transferred to another cell* 
I was told that thai ' m hanged the next morning. On 

hearing this I .grew nervous. The food supplied to ns was of a very had 
quality, I could not take it and I starved for 3 days. I have no teeth.^ 
When I fell, ill in Jail, medicines were supplied to me* Though milk 
was promised, it was never given, In the cell there was a raised plat** 
form, a hand mill, a pitcher of water and an earthen pot to he used for 
easing myself* On the 23rd I was taken out of my cell, handcuffed and 
marched to the Police ' Station again. There, before Messrs* ' Bo wring and ■ 
Abdul Aziz of the G. LD., six persons, some of whom were inimical to me,, 
and others, notorious BadMashes were produced to give evidence against 
me. I was again put in the lock-up and the next day my defence evidence 
was taken. Then I was made to execute a personal recognizance and 
released, but I was told not to leave the city. I was again called to ther 
Police Station on the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th April. 

After the abolition of Martial La^. I was again sent for and pro- 
duced before Mr. Bowring. He reprimanded me for taking part in the 
Hartal^ and told me that the C. I. D. would watch my movements and 
I should be careful in the future. I replied that I had taken no part in 
encouraging the hut had closed my shop on receipt of the news 

of Gandhrs arrest*, and that it remained closed thereafter because other 
shops were also closed. 

On the 17th April, after my arrest, the Police raided and searched 
my house and shop, but nothing mcriminafeing was found. 

On 27th April, I was ordered by a Military Officer to hand over to 
his Assistant one bicycle, one ceiling and one table fan which I had* 

I told them that they were not in working order, but I was directed 
to have them repaired before the next morning on pain of being arrested 
again. This was complied with. After the withdrawal of Martial Law, 
the cycle and the fans "were returned, but the blades and several other parts 
were missing. I was given only Rs. 22-8 as compensation, though the- 
loss was much greater. 


The state?ne 7 tt of Lala HIra Lab son of Gonial^ age 42 yem-^Sy 
Arora^ shop-keeper^ Akbari Mmidi^ Lakofc^ 


I pay ineome-tax of Es. 29-2-6.. I own . a. grain shop in ..'the, Akhar ; 
'Mandi, , . During, the' 'Martial Law,' days, 'an order was promulgated that 
,„iio .one, was., entitled' to,, keep in,, Ms,' possession grain in quantities, of more- 
than 5' ' maunds, and that a person possessing more than such quantity 



303 


Lali 0 r©“-Ho. 204 conid* 


should send in a list o£ the same, i went to my shop on the tiioriaiiig 
of the third day after the proclamation of this order. A police constable 
in plain dress was sitting there. He did not alloii me to open lay shop, 
saying that my shop was to be searched, and then the order allowing the 
opening of the shop wonld be issued and not othorwiBOi. Twm limirB after 
this, came the police Inspector accompanied by two consiables, to iiiy 
shop. 1 had three shops and to serve the same I had four gofiinviiB nt 
corn. -I opened widely the doors of all these. The Enrojmufi Pnlico 
Officer went in, and after seeing the inside said that 1 liad a great rkml 
of material there, and that the whole of that would have to be weighed 
in the open space outside. When the European Officer enterei the 
shop containing pulses, grain, wand (ground grain), he said that he 
would go to the Water Works to consult and see what orders there weri' ' 
■about the making of lists with regard to pukes and wand. 
accordingly, ordered a comtahle to sit and watch, and he went away 
after locking up the shops. The same day at about 4 p. m., the police 
Sub-Inspector came to my shop and opened the lock of the shop in 
which grain for horses was ground. He sent for scales and began to 
weigh the material. They were throwing out on the road the whole 
corn, namely, bajra, jawar, rice, gawara, makki, moth. Below the 
bags, in three or four different places, they found about 11 bags of rotten 
and useless gram weighing about 27 maunds. I was personally ignorant 
of its existence, as my younger brother named Daulat Ram was in charge 
of the corn and used to examine it. Wo had no accurate list of the 
material in the shop. Daulat Ram had died six months ago. He knew 
all about the corn. As I knew nothing about this quantity of rotten 
■gram, it was naturally not included in the list prepared under the Martial 
^ Law ' order. The Police weighed the rotten grain also, and the whole 
: material was. locked up in agodown. The Sub“Inspeotor took the keys :^ 
with him after locking it up. The search was again resinned the next 
day. But the gram had ici the meanwhile disappeared. The Sub- 
Inspector again took the keys with him after locking up the shops. 
The next day all other keys, excepting that of the godowo which con- 
tained dal, gram and wand, were ■■ returned to me. For 8 ciajs^ two 
co'nstables remained at my shop and tormented me. They forcibly de« 
■maoded many things that they required for themselves. ATer 8 days, 
■when I reached the shop at about 8 in the moriiiag, I found there a 
'■constable and a Sub-Inspector who had ■ with him a warrant for lay 
arrest. I was handcuffed and taken to the Police Station. After beinb 
detained there for an hour, I was taken to the Office of the Impaetor of 
, Police,. He ordered me to -be -taken to .the Olub, I was taken there and 
produced"' before a Military Officer. Ho 'questioned me as to wimt ipiaii* 
iiiy of .gram I had. I replied dhat 27 maunds of rotsen and useless gra 1:11 
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were fotiod below the bags, about wMeb I had m knowledge# Ihe 
Oificer said that the Police had reported that 127 mannds of gram were 
found in my possession. I told him that they might have included there- 
in dal, horse gram,, and wand, about which there was no order# 
Thereupon the officer fined me Ils. 500, but exempted me from being 
whipped 20 stripes. My companions paid the fine. I mostly deal in rioe, 
wheat and bajra. I do very little basiness in gram. There was abso- 
lately no danger o£ looting during the HaHai days* The people left 
their property and cat tie ■ secure without' any guard, but no one even 
looked at them. ■ During these Hartal days my front shop was closed, 
hut the godown behind was open from which dal and other things were 
'.supplied. No one came to tell me to close the shop. I simply followed 
the example ol others. On the second occasion I closed my shop, as a 
large crowd came calling ont that Gandhi had been arrested. .I had 
mo fear that my shop wonld be looted. 

205 

The statement of Alt Motiammad, son of Rahim. Bakksh^ Kambo 
Chauhatta Mufti Baqat^ Milkrseller^ aged 28 years^ 
Contm€U7\ Islamia College^ Lako7’^e» 

I sell milk in the Islamia College as a contractor. On the 4th 
day of May, 1919„ at about 7 p. m. I went to the Bazar and then I 
went to the shop of Mehraj Din. Mehraj Din was not there, I found Ms 
•SOB Shnja DIli was cleaning ntencils. there, e.Q'stomer asked for some 
cards. Shnja Din asked me to give himthe curds, as hewas hiisy incleM^^ 
ing the pots. I gave the curds accordingl;)^ At ihis moment some Police 
Constables came op and asked me to come down. I s^iid that I was 
not the owner of the shop. One Ali Mohammad, who was with the 
-constables and is an informer, also said the same, in spite of tMs 
denial, the police however arrested me, and confined me 'at the Water 
... Works for 5 or 6 hours under Military guard. It was only when Mehraj 
..Din c-ame there and told them that he w^as the owner of the shop and not 
■ I, that I was released, I was arrested without any reason and was put 
■to inconvenience quite unjustifiably. I was given nothing to eat during 
• the' time i was detained in custody. 

206 

The statement of Mehraj Din, son 0 / Charagh Din Kashmiri, 
Milk-seller, age 40, resident of Chauhatta Mufti Bazar, 
Lahore. 

I was arrested on the afternoon of 4th of May, 1919, at about 2 p,m., 
for breaking the Martial Law orders. The charge against me was 
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that I sold cords (Bald) at as* 4 per seer* There 00 ^ ariu ^ 
order to mllJJahi at aoy iBxed rate* 1 was fined Rs# 21)0- 
for mercy has been submitted to His Honour, bot iw Y 

been recewed. A complaint, the basis of prosecution^ was nw © K 
one All Mohammad who owed me Es. 5, and who was not tho^e wo 0 
good terms with me. There was no justification for the o,obi|» aiii^ a- 
when milk was selling at as* 3 per seer, the rate of iJfi/d would na iira^^y 
be as* 4 per seer* I was selling Baki at 4 annas per mm: wlin i was 
the market rate* The witnesses called against me said tliat I ^ 
cards at as. 4 per seer, bat instead of cards, milk was recorded* 

I learnt one Ali Mohammad Eahim Bakhsh who has made statemen 
No. 205 before this Committee, was wrongly arrested at my shop a 
with my son, I, of my own accord, went to the Water Works IleserTO^*^! 
and gave information that I was the owner of the shop, wherenfWf?^^# 
two wore released. Though, I stated I had not sold the cards, bnt my fcOi . 
had done so, no notice of it was taken, and I was panished. 
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The statement of Lala Ichfira Mai, son of Mela Ram^ Conf€Ctio7h:> ^ 
age 56, Hira Ma^idi^ Lahore* 

One Anantram, an accased daring the Martial La-w days, is mj 
brother-in-law. He was sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment and thirty 
stripes. On the day, when he was to be flogged in the Central Jail, I 
was there. My servant remained at the shop. The Darogha took some 
milk from my servant. I was arrested and handcuffed on the 1st of 
Jaith at 5 p.m., retained . ander arrest for two days and was fined 
Es. 200 for selling adolterated milk. The milk was not produced, and 
no evidence was taken. OoL Johnson simply read from a slip that I had 
sold the milk, which in fact I had never done. 
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The statement of Charati Das, ^^ ofLaM Balak 
" " ' ■ caste Arora^ age 25 years^ Akbari Man(i% Ijahor(u 

My brother Nand .Lai is an A<f^fa^'(0eminissioii agent) and owns 
-a shop in the Akbari Mandi, which remained' closed, on account of 
.Nand Lai’s illness from the S'Oth of May to the ^nd of Jniw with the 
permission of Lient. Brackenbnry, Comm'anding Officer, Lahore civil 
area.' ^ Dr*.Sohan Singh, L.:M. S., Assistant .Surgeon, certified that my 
brother had, been ill from 29th May to 6th, June and that hi was 
.nhaWe to attend to his ■ business for 4 or ,5 days more* On the 3rd of 
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June I opened tlie shop and began the work, as Nand Lai coiiM not coMi 
owing to illness, I had taken tip the work of the shop at his reijiiest* 

I sold 38 sacks oE wheat, weighing nearly 95 mannds on the Srd of 
Jnne, As usual, I opened the shop on the 4th. There was no wheat 
in the shop at that time, as all, that we had, had been sold the 
prenons day. Myyonngest brother Dwarka Das had' gone to fetch 
some wheat from onr godown which is in Bazar Kanhrian. As I was 
sitting there waiting for him, the Depmty Commissioner, the Tehsildar, 
and Chowdhri Amin Ohand came np. They inquired abont Nand Lai, 
and were informed that he was unwell. Then they inquired why 
had not pnt wheat there for sale. I replied that my brother Dwarka ' 
.Das had gone to fetch it from our godown. . Amin Ohand said that' 
J had some wheat in my shop. He further went into the shop and 
found none there* So coming out, he informed them of this. The- 
Tehsildar, on being asked by the Deputy Commissioner, said that the 
shop had been opened the day before, i. e. the 3rd, and that the wheat 
had been sold the whole day, and that I had gone to him the 
prerious evening at 5 o’clock to enquire about the rate the wheat was 
10 be sold on that day. On this, the Deputy Commissioner ordered the 
Tehsildar ■ and Amin Cliaad to present me before Mm at 11 a. m. T 
went .accordingly at 11 a. m.,. but was presented before the. Deputy 
Commissioner at 3 p« m. I gave ' my statement to the Deputy , 

’ Oommissioner. He enquired whether I .had ■ reported the quantity of' 
wheat in our shop in accordance with the Blarthl Law order. £ 
answered in the affirmative. He toob out the list j wherein 1,530 ma:m'Kl3- .. 
of wffieat were shown. On his enquiry as to the- quantity^ ■ of wheat ' 
with me, I told him that I had 200 sacks of wheat. The evilenoe of 
the Tehsildar, Amin Cband, and Mohan Lai, a clerk of Amin Chand, 
was then taken agaiuvSt me as prosecution witnesses, Amin Ohand 
said that he had asked me to sell wheat and I had refused. The 
other witness Mohan Lai said the same thing, wffiilst Lala Dal Chand, 
the Tehsildar, said that I had actually sold the wheat. At some time 
previous to this, Amin Cliaiid and Nand Lai .had . criminal proceedings 
against each, other and though the case had been compouoded between 
the parties, the old' grudge, had yet remained. I prayed , I might 
be allowed to . cross-examine the.m or to produce evidence in niy. defence 
but no heed was paid to, my request,, and the sentence was passed. The- 
order was that i should either pay Rs. 5'00 as .fine within 24' .hours, 
or undergo rigorous imprisonment for 3. .mo'nths. I p.referred to pay 
the fine, and' paid.. it on 'the '5th June (uext day). 

On the days^ we sat quietly before our shops, Bo.!ie making 

any noise. ■ The' so called Banda Af m?/ ” ' was seen by ..me in Ltingti 
Mandi Mj' house is ' near the 'Water 'Works, lie. alleged army was 
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nothing bnt a group of boys having reeds and ordinary stick? in their 
hands. I vrent into the bazar on one of the Unrtal days and found 
some men standing there. Mohammad Hussain, son of Malik Shadi, 
•ciste Hake Zai, residence, Tezabkn bazar, liubore was also among 
them. One English officer and a Sub-Inspector of Police jiiwsed that 
way *aloog with some constables. Mohammad Hussain, saluted tlie 
officer with his right hand. The officer beat him with .sti'jk and 
ordered a constable to arrest bim. Some other men wore .dso taken 
along with him. Mohammad Hussain was given many .strijHjs. I my- 
self have seen marks of whipping on his body and buttocks, which he 
showed to me. 

On the day when shots were fired in Hira Maadi, I was lo appear ^ 
as a witness in the court of Rai Milkhi Ram. The court did not sit that 
day. When on my way back, I came to Haveli Dhian (.whereMtSH^ » 
Singh School is situated), I saw a boy named Sarfirz who had received 
a bullet in his Chest and was bleeding. One man was carrying him. I 
heard the sound of firing and some 12 or 13 persons, who had similarly 
received bullets, passed before me. One bad been wounded in the fore- 
head and another ia his leg. People were saying that the Nawab had 
also fired. I accompanied the funeral procession of Khusi Ram who 
fell in the Hira Mandi. 

On the day the firing took place outside the Lobari Gate, I was 
returning from the Railway Station, when I heard the sound of shots. 
Hira Singh, son of Bhana Mai, caste Khatri, residence, Thathiaran Razar, 
coppersmith (Tto/iear) was also with me. We saw soma soldiers ou 
horseback coming that side. When we reached the Lohari Gate, we 
Ba%v men being carried on Char pais through the Municipal gardens, 
between the Lohari and Shahlmi gates. I saw some 5 corpses. Then wc 
inrued to the Anarkali. When we reached the square, we saw ;-*orc dead 
bodies. Two Europeans on horseback were also there with some 
policemen and mounted soldiers. They did not allow me or Hira Singii 
to proceed further, and we had to return to onr house. 

209 

The statement ej PhuJa Ram, son of Duni Chand, easts S.Cni, 
eonfeetioner, Gumti BazaVi Lahore. 

About one month after the promulgation of Marti.d Lfi%v, oim 
night, a short time before nine p. m., a police constable mimed Gmiri 
came to my sb op and asked for milk. I replied that 1 had sold all 
the milk that I had in the shop. The constable said that I was tolling 
a lie. 1 again replied that I had no milk with me. Four days later 
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at about 5 p. m., Gaiiri constable, with two European soldiers and 
■fiergeant, came, to m and. arrested me. I was taken to the CJiij 
Police 'Station .and .kept in 'the lock-up for the night. Next morning at 
-about 1.1 a. m., I was haiidoufFed and taken to the Water Works 
■Beservoir, and produced before a Shahib. He sentenced me to a fine 
■of Rs. 10i\ or in default, to imprisonment for two months. I wanftd 
to produce evidence, but was not allowed to do so. I paid the line 
■and askei for a receipt, but none was^given to me. I sent a petition to 
the Lieui Governor, but have got no -reply yet. 
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The statement Din, so?i of Khair Din^ .Arai^t^ vegetable 

and fruit Seiler, ToUinton Market, Lahore* 

I am a fruit and vegetable seller, and have stalls Nos. 6 and 7 
in the Tolliogton Market, Lahore. During both the Hartids in 
last, I kept my shop open. No body tried to persuade 11 s to close out 
■shops. During the Hartal days, I supplied fruit and vegetables to 
Europeans. A few days after the declaration of Martial Iaw in 'Fiahore, 
I got an attack of fever which lasted for 3 months. During my 
'I' did not go to my shop. One night at about 8-30 p. n%, when I was 
lying in bed with fever, two constables came to rny house, arrested me 
■and ^ took me to the Anarkali Police' Station. There I Wfis kept in 
custody for the night. Next morning 1 was taken to the Punjab (JIuh, 
where I was produced before two or three Military Officers. A Euro- 
pean lady was also sitting in a chair ' there. One of the officers abked 
.'"me why I had demanded from that lady four annas for a seer of toma- 
toes, when the rate fixed by him was only 8 annas . I replied rhrit I had 
not been attending the shop on account of illness and had never seen 
the lady before, i .■ requested him to make enquiries of oihcir shop- 
keepers in the market and of the Hakim who w^as treating me, hut 
the officer, without recording my statement or giving me an opportunity 
of producing my evidence,, ordered me to pay Rs. 200 as or ia 
defeult, to undergo 3 months’ imprisonment. The fine was p:hd, ar;:! I 
was allowed to depart. Mr. ' Nedou of. Nedous Hotel haii given me a 
chit that I did. good work during the'" days by siiiiplying vege* 
tables to the Hotel, and that I was not present at the sh(.)p on the clay in 
question. 

For tvro';, or. three days after, the.- introduction of Martial ’Ihiw, I 
saw people being .publicly logged in . the^ Market Square. The pewaiis 
to be flogged' were stripped naked and .tied to a triangle. One such mm 
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Ijecaaie senseless on the spot and was tahen in a ton^i. Ilfj 

to be 25 years old. It was raiuoared that ha subsciaonfiy Ibl, hut o: 

this I have no personal knowledge. 


211 

Ilia statement of Matik Labhoo> son of Malik Sta>fi, fi-y 4~> fn n 
K'lkttzai, timber merchant, and a Chandhn of deal, .-.ii'a 
wood, outside Akbari Gate, Lakorr. 


1 have inherited from my father anti fore-fathers luy timher 
business. 

I am a rich man possessing large property and am a Chawlhrt of 
ah the timber merchants of Lahore. 1 left Lahore for 
2nd of April. I was in Delhi on the 3rd and 4th ot April iunl 
reached Ajmer on the morning of the 5 th April, and there hired a 
honse. I was at Ajmer from the 5th to the 19th of April. On the 7th 
of April, I lost some currency notes at Ajmer of the value of oqe 
hundred and five rupees, and I made a report at the Police Station. 
My name was entered in the register at the Sarai at Delhi on the Srd 
and 4th of April when I was there. 

1 was at Jaipur on the 9th April, and my name is likewise entered 
in the Sarai register there. 

I reached Agra on the 10th April ; there too, my name is enter- 
ed in the register at the Sarai. I reached Lahore on the 11th and 
paid the octroi daty on some toys at the octroi post.s at the Railway 
Station. My shop remained open even doring the days of the Hartal, 
and my servant was carrying on business there and seiiing green 
grass. 

All of a sudden, the police arrested me on the 17th April, aini put 
me into prison. After two hours, they handcuffed me and led me to the 
Telegraph Office, and produced me before the Superiutendent of Police. 
There, no evidence was produced against me. The police were tiieu 
ordered to take me to the Jail, where I was kept in a cel! iuterak-d for 
those condemned to be hanged. The food given to me was very bud. 
After two days, I was taken to a solitary cell, where there was hardly ai.y 
light or air. The policemen took our turbans off, and imprisoned ns. 
We were obliged to pass stools and urine inside these duageons. In 
the evening, when I was produced before Captain (i. e. Sn[icriiitemii.-nt 
of Police) three witnesses, who all belonged to the Police Department, 
gave evidence against me. They were Ferozedin, Sardar Khan, ami 
another, a police constable. 
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There was no respectable witness -'against me# The witaessei 
against aie said that I had abased the (loverniiieiit ami iiBkad the 
.people to keep their shops closed^ and that I pro¥id!?cl them with 
money in case of need. This occotrence is said to have happened 
•on the 6tli, 10th, llth, 12tli and ISth when I was oat of Lahore# My 
hoose was searched in my absence. I was brought before the mem- 
bers of the Municipal Committee; none gave evidence against me; on 
the contrary I all those who knew me well spoke highly of my gen tie- 
manliness* On the strength of what the members of tlie Miioicipai 
Committee said i was released after passing a recognizance for 
Bs. 500. The charge against me was totally -false, and on the days on 
which i was charged -with having committed the^ crrme I/was oat 
of Lahore. I have indicated above the evidence ia my favoar. 

There were about 20 or 21 accused taken from the different 
■ bazars, of whom many' were Hindus and many M,iilianiMadan3. The 
witnesses appearing against them all consisted of the same three or 
four policemen. 
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The statement of Sardar Sher Singh Mangat, son of Sardar llarnam 
Sin-gh, student of M. Se., Forman C/mstian College, Lahore. 


I was at Lahore in the months of February and April 1919. I hael 
heard oE a pablie meeting to be held on the 0th of April to protest 
against the Eowiatt Act. There was a proposal oE stndents also 
to hold a meeting on the same day on the bank of the Ravi. I heard 
of this proposal bn the 5th of April. In the evening of that day, 
however, Lala Dani Ciiand sent an intimation to the stndents not to 
hold any such meeting. So the idea was abandoned. 

About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 6th of April, I went out 
in the city, I passed throngh Anarkali and found all the shops 
-closed. At the Ohowk in front of the Lohari Gate, I fonnd a big 
crowd going inside the city. This crowd was shouting * Mahaima 
Gandhiki Jai, Hindu Musdmanki Jai, Rotelatt Bill, Hai Haif I 
did not notice anything disorderly or aggressive. The people were all 
hare headed and without even walking sticks. They were carrying 
out the injunctions of MahatirLa Gandhi in every respect. 

At the Ohowk, the crowd divided itself, one part going straight 
towards the market. I went along with this crowd, -When the 
people had gone a few yards beyond the market, they were charged 
by the cavalry, and three men were taken by the police. They had 
then to fall back into the Anarkali and there the cavalry arranged 
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itself into a line to prevent the people from proceeditij,' uny i iiii her. 
At this time, itaja Narendra Nath appeared uu the ftcewf, and lei'f'o 
to talk with the police otiicers. I said to au ollieor tluit vu‘ nu aiit 
BO harm, and that he should not trouble ub in any way. Two out ol 
the three men taken by the police were let off. ur. CiokaH diimd 
Naurang was also there, and he persuaded the people to iu tu the 
Bradlangh Hall. 

In the evening, I went towards the Brudlangb Hull, f liid not 
go inside the Hall. I heard the speaker at the overtlow meeiiug. 
The speeches which I heard were moderaie in their tone. 

Next day, all the shops opened at the usual hoar, and ike town 
was quiet; and this normal condition of things continue<l tidthe 
evening of the 10th of April. I was in the house of a friend of mine iu 
the heart of the city, and when I was returning to my hesteh A'lfttle' 
before dusk, I heard people talking about the arrest of Mr. (juu ihi 
and I saw shops being closed as I walked along. A short time alter 
I had arrived at the hostel, (Newton Hall) I heard loud ert s. 1 
came out and found a large crowd going towards the Mai! in iron: of 
Ewing Hall. I joined it. This crowd was carrying a black liag 
and most of the people were bareheaded and without anuaing 
ia their hands. We passed in front of the Y. M. 0. A , Post Office, 
Bengal Bank, Telegraph Office and the High Court, and I can say on 
my own knowledge that no body tried to do the slightest damage to 
any one of these buildings. The Cathedral was on our way, but no 
body made any attempt to go into it. I saw an Englishmun on a 
bicycle in front of Lawrence Statue, but he was allowed tu. pass nn- 
molested. When I joined the crowd, I understood that they were 
expressing their sorrow at the arrest of Mahattnn (Jaruhn uuti ,vtTC 
going to the Deputy Commissioner to request him for his laLuse. 
When we came near the Soldiers’ Club, we saw the iJeputy Coiuiiiid- 
sioner, Mr. Fyson with a force of policemen. The police had lilles 
in their hands; they wanted to stop the crowd and the lii,-{)nty 
Commissioner was using his stick indiscriminately. The crowd did 
not attack this force in any way, and had actually stopped nioviiig, 
when the Deputy Commissioner ordered the police to fire. The pidicc 
fired and then charged the crowd with the butt-ends of the nties. 
The people then turned back and began to run away. 1 found a 
wounded man at the gate of the Soldiers’ Club. I and § or ti others 
were carrying the wonnded man. In front of Plonier’s shop 1 lound 
aneihc-r wounded man being held by two men. As I helped them t(.i put 
the injured man in a tumtum, I saw that he was quite uncons- 
cious with wounds in his head. Another wounded man was brought 
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into the same timtim. The policeman drove the ttmtum Id the 
Gharging Cross Police Station in spite of oar reqaest to take them to 
the hospital. We walked by the tumtum which was going hIowI.v- 
I saw the man who was nnconscione, dying, and the other wounded 
man groaning. This man gave me his address. I was then going by 
Nesbit Road side to reach that man’s honse inside Bfaati Darwaza. 
When I was passing the Mayo Hospital, I heard some shots which, I 
came to know afterwards, were fired in front of the Lohari Gate. I 
then saw the bazar blocked by the police, so I cotild not go to the 
wounded man’s honse and had to return, 

Q. Bat what happened to the wounded man whom yon and 
some others were carrying? 

A. We put him on a tumtum and he was taken to the Mayo 
Hospital. 

The next day at about 9 a. rn., I went 'into the city to see the 
state of things there. The city was quiet and all the shops were* 
closed. I saw some people wandering about in the streets, i 
noticed a large number of people going towards the Badshalii Mosque. 
I went there and saw a large gathering. After prayers, I heani 
speakers addressing the crowd to remain peaceful and not to create 
any disturbance. They were specially asked not to go towards the 
Mall for the next few days. I believe it was Chondhari Ram 15h« j Datt 
who said this. He asked the audience to remember the injunctions o£ 
Mahatma Gandhi and to carry them out to the letter. I saw Aerop- 
lanes hovering over the Slosqne, flying low. After a time the 
meeting dispersed and the people went quietly to their houses. 

On the morning of the 12th of April, I again went out at about 
10 o’clock, I found the shops closed as before. I went to the 
Badshahi Masjid and found a very large gathering. I staved for 
about an hour there, and heard 3 or 4 speakers addressing the meet- 
ing. Every one of these speakers asked the audience not to resort to 
force. I found a number of soldiers and display of military force with 
machine guns. There was also a large number of policemen. I saw 
Mr. Fyson, the Deputy Commissioner, and Nawab Mohammad A!i 
Khan there. They ordered the cavalry to chase whenever people 
collected anywhere. I saw the cavalry chasing. I saw about 
men or so in Hira Mandi. The meeting having dispersed, there was a 
large crowd of people who were coming that day. They begun to 
pour through the Chowk. The cavalry which was n®w in front pressed 
forward, so that the people were squeezed to some extent with t ho 
result that some of them had to tarn round to see what was happen- 
ing. Upon this, the Deputy Commissioner and the Nawab brought 
the police in front of them and ordered firing. 
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Q. Where were yon then ? 

A, I was just behind the cavalry, 

Q. At what distance ? 

A. At a distance of abont 30 or 40 yards. I cannot say exactly. 

I remained there for sometime after the liriiij' ceased, lunlfhen 
went throngh the city which I now fonnd piijiietted witli police at 
varions peints. Besides this the city was qniet. 

I saw what was called the Damhi, Ffi-iz" iti B td.-huhi Jla-jid 
on that day. It was a band of abont SO to 40 yonng hoys of the nges 
of from 10 to 15 with short sticks in their bauds. I heard aitorwiirds 
that this was referred to by the authorities as a revoliitiotiary hfin l. 

On the 13bh I saw the shops closed as before, and they remained ,, 
closed for the next three days. Martial Law was proelaimed at mid- 
night between the 15th and 16th oi April. 

I left Lahore on the morning of the I9th and went to ray vUlagct. , 
From there I went to Patiala.; When I. was staying at Patiala I 
read in an issue 0 ! the Civil Military Gazette that there was an order 
against me detaining me for one year. It means that I was not 
allowed to go np for my University examination this year. 
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The staieme'Ht <?/Lala Devi Ditta, ^on of Laid Rayku Mal^ 

Sud^ Moti Panda Bazaar ^ Kucha 
Sudan^ Lahore. 

1 pay an income-tax of Bs* 35 per year* Daring the 
went to the Badehahi Mosqae to hear the speeches on 'two days. 
Pandit Earn Bhaj Datta, Lala Doni Chand, and La!a Harkisiian LaJ 
were present at the meetings* Lala Harkisban Lai did not speak fill 
■ -either' day. Pandit Ram Bhaj Datta, Lala Doni I'.hiaiicl and Jlanivi 
made speeches, which were- in no way against the Govern rnent. Tliey 
on the contrary appealed to the people to open their shops* They 
promised that they would respectfally place before the Goveroirienfc 
the people’s compiaiots. -People did not- agree to that. K"o dis- 
torhance took place on the first. day. -On -the second dajj when I was 
retnrning from, the, meetings I' found the gateway of tlie Mo,^i.|iie 
.blocked by the police. The other door had been closet! with .sticks 
only, SO' people came out of the latter and proceeded to Hira Mnridi^ 
Therpolice were thereupon withdrawn from the gate of the mos!|iie 
and station,ed at the carriage stand in Tli-ra Mandis wdiieli caused the 
.crowd to turn more towards the kabar (grave) Nan Gaza. Xo one carried 
any sticky etc. People were going along very peacefaliy, sliontiig 
Mahatma G'handlii ki Jai. 1 say on my Dharma (i. e* I solemnly 
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affirm) that ao English officer 00 horse back weot^. with other officers* 
into the crowd and waved his unsheathed sword over his head. The 
crowd however went on with their shoots*- Being frighfceiiech I took 
mj stand at the shop of a dealer in aerated waters ete.j sitimtecl 
Jost opposite the Nan Cfara tomb. My son Blmgwan Dass» who 
was eoming from the river after bathing, met me here, accompanied 
hy Gian Chanel Zargar (goldsmith)* My, soa was carrying a brass pot 
{Ga7''Vi} and a dkoti in his hands ( Dhoti and Garti are necessary 
reqnireiTients of a bath). We were jnst talking about going home 
when Nawab Mahomed Ali who was on horseback, raised a 
pistol which he had in his hand* Just as we in fright began to tun 
homewards, nij son. was shot on -the back o£ his right leg. We heard 
the sounds of firing several times* I took my son for having Ms 
wounds dressed by Dr* Hira Lai, who washed the wounds and 
bandaged them. I then took my son home. The next day Dr* Boih 
Baj was consaltecL He operated on the wound and gave m some hope. 
A few days after the Hartal was over, two constables came to.my 
shop and took my son with them*. After four hours, , constable 
Arora brought him back and took. me also with him. Arora said to 
me/* Tell Bhagwandas to depose" .to ; the effect .that certain persons 
(whom we will show to him) had ■thrown stones and abused Govern* 
meat ; be will be made an approver and then set free. My son 
refused to tell a lie. They (the policemen) gave us some time to 
think it over, and ordered os to go ' to the Kotwfdi (Police Station) 
next morning at nine* My son again refused to tell a lie, and told 
them that when he was coming from the -river he had been shot, and 
■that he had no knowledge of what had-^ happened before Ms arrival. 
The police asked for some evidence that he had come fromjhe river. 
We produced two witnesses, one of them 'was' Mohan Lai (a sweetmeat- 
'Seller near Purani Kotwali) who pays tax to Government. After this we 
went to the C. I. Department and then to the Kotwali* There too my 
son was not liberated; he was shut up in a lock up and handcuffed. 

On the day following he was again asked by Arora, the constable, 
to become an approver. We were quite helpless* Ultimately a 
sentence of life imprisonment which has now been reduced to two years, 
-wa.s passed against my son. 
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The sto.tniicnt oj Guiu, son of Ultam Chinrh, Confecthner, 

age oO ijedfi, Jaura, Maun, L%hofe. , ■ 

1 and my five friends, Menga, Beati Kata, Kak». B|m, . 
Earn, and Anant Ram, whilst going out for a -drfy® 

40 , .j'. 
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May lafct, in a i-hattcn, were arrested ly some British soldier.i and 
constables. The cocstables asked ns for ITs. 10 which wo reftwcfl tu 
pay. Onr phaetcii was snrronaded by British soldiers, as well h« by 
aimed jolictmec, and we were taken to the Saulakha Police 
Station. They had already with them 16 or IS arrested per.'oUH, 
one leing a woman. We were alt kept in the Police Station for the 
night, and the ntst morning we were taken to the Water iVurka 
Reservoir. Rive of ns were sentenced to six months’ imprisoiunent, 
and 20 stripes each, and one of ns, i. e. Benti wu.s awarded only 
15 stripes. No etateinent was taken from ns. We sis friends had 
longht only cne bottle of liqnor at the Railway Station, and drunk 
it before starting in the phaeton. We were all cpiicc in our senses. 
Upto now w8 do not know with what offence we were cbartred. 
After being sentenced, we were removed to the Central Jail. Tiio 
nest day we saw those persons who had been taken along with 
ns, whipped mercilessly, and then we too were flogged. On onr 
appeal onr sentences were reduced to three months each. Since 
I was whipped, I have been nnable to nse my right arm and ray 
right leg. Alter the first cnt, I called ont “ Mahatma Gandhi 
Ki Jai ”. On this, the tfficer called other Pathans for giving me severe- 

flogging. 
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I/ie &taie7ne7it of hnant Ram, of Gimm Das. Arora^ 
age 26 gears^ Wachkcu^i^U, Lahore. 

On the lUh of May, we six of .os hired a phaetoi: at Hhah- 
al-iQQi gate and went to the Lohari, -where we pnrcbuseil a bottle of 
wine. From there we proceeded towards the rive?-. Uri Hie road 
between the ' cctroi pest and the railw^’ay bridge^ we mw a few 
constables and British soldiers, who., were taking uiong with then; 
"Some persons tied with .torbans, 'A' sergeant asked us to atccfompaiiy 
them to the Ffaolakha Police. Station. On onr asking the reuKon for 
this,, we -were, questioned as to 'where, .six of ns were going togeflier 
during the prevalence of MartiaV Law. We replied W6 were only 
going to the river side.' We "were siirroonded ly the Police 
constables, and the British soldiers compeiled ns to proceed to the 
Po],ice Slat,ioii in the same carriage. On the wajs the sergeaiil: 
premised, to release me, if we paid him Es. lo. We enquired of liiia 
why we shciikl pay him this- bribe and refused to do so. At the 
Police St-aticn we were' arre'sted and' then pluced in the !ocL>!ip. 
WC' remained there the whole", night. In the morning we wera 
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takeii to the Water Worki^ aad placed before m Oflicer. 3Itiny 
f olicemea appeared as witnesses against as, and said that we had 
called' the British soldiers. monkeys and obstrticted the police* Oiir 
statements were not taken, and we were not $vm asked to prodnerj 
ciir e?idence* We were sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonmeot and nt- 
fiiripeB each* Only one of ns was ordered 15 Btri|>es becaiise he wiis 
16 .or. 17 years old. We were taken to the. Jail, Imuikuffed. On 
Bobmittiiig an appeal for mercy,' the s'entenoes were rednced to 3 
months. We were however all flogged*- ' 

Kaka Ram, Menga' Ram, , Gnla Bam^ ■ a.nd ■ Banti Ram were 
with na.*. ■ ■ 


216 


The , statement of Taj Din, of Karim Bakhsh, irons^nith^ 
Carpenter^ Umbrella repairer^ age 24 years^ Dabi Bazm\ 
mar Bawli Sahib. 


Three or fore days after the Hartal had ended, as I was sitting in'- 
my'';;:-,hons'e'''' sltciated .in Kabli Mall’s llaveli, two soldiers armed with 
giins, came to me and told me that*! was re-qnired by the Kotwah I 
iccjaired w'hy, hot they did not tell me the reason. When I reached 
the .City Police Station, I was broaght before Lala Jiwan DaSsSiib- 
iDspecior, 0. L ' D., who ordered a search of my shop. Accordingly 
two' soldiers, one in plain clothes and the other in uniform, accornpank 
ed me to the shop. They enquired aboat my profession. I told them I 
was a carpenter and also an ironsmith. They searched my shop and 
found a saw^ with which I used to work daily. They carried it to the 
Sub-Inspector, who charged me with having supplied to people sticks 
cut with that saw. I said, I , had neither cat any sticks nor sold 
them. Eo one had ordered sticks of me» but the Sub-Inspecto-r stated 
that one Iman Din, w^ho rep.airs umbrellas opposite my shop, had- 
given evidence in support of this fact. Imao Din and his relative Inait 
Hussain, a Sub-Inspector, were also present there. ■ Iman Din and I 
belong to the same profession, and so he is jealous of me. Owing to 
a (|narrel between as, Iman Din on one occasion got Inait Hussain to 
threaten to get me transported if he ever got me in his powder. After 
some conversation .between Lala Jiwan Laf, (J. 1. D. Sub-Inspector 
and Inait Hussain, rnj turban and pair of shoes were taken off and I 
was put in the lock-o'p. .For two days I was kept in the lock-up. On 
the third day I, was haadcaffed and brought before Mir^a Sahib, lospee-^-, . 
■tor -G. L D« who c|uestioned me about the matter. ..'-Tstated^ to bini: . 
the above facts.. He did not take down my .statement. ... After ’.think** 
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ing for some time, he told me that if any body had pnrchased tt stick 
from me, I shonid give his name and then I would be releaned. I 
replied I had sold sticks to no one. Mirza Sahib said that Jliihi 
Shankar, cloth merchant, had, got sticks from me. Then Mirza Sahib 
told me that the matter would be investigated and I wonid tie released 
if I were found innocent. Three days later, Khan Abdul Aziz Saiiili, 
Depnty Snperintendent, chanced to pass that way. 1 called him and 
requested him, in the name of God, to hear me. He came to rac, and 1 
told him bow an innocent person like me had been pnt in the lock-np, 
where I was in great trouble, and asked him to investigate the matter 
soon, and punish me if I were found guilty, otherwise to release me. 
On the fifth day, 1 was again handcuffed and broaght before Knau 
’ Abdnl Aziz, I called two witnesses to prove that there was enmity 
between me and Imam Din. On this, I was released and my saw 
retnrned to me. In the days of Rartal there was no danger of any 
riot or of damage being done to person or property. 
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The statement of Lala Jagan Nath, Actuary of the Bharat 
Insurance Co, LcL, Lahore, and the Secretary of the 
Arya Samaj ( Wachkowali}, Lahore. 


On ]7th April, 1919, at about 12 noon one old man, probably be- 
longing to the 0. L D., called by people Patoli, came to my room in the 
office, and told me that an Inspector of Police standing outside wanted 
to see me. I went out and found that six constables with naked bayo- 
nets and a Sub-Inspector were standing. The Sub-Inspector asked me, 
whether I was Secretary of the Arya Samaj, Lahore (Wachiiawa!:}, 
and, on my replying in the affirmative, the constables snrronnded me, 
and the Sab-Iospector told me that I was arrested under Martini 
Law and handcnffed me in the presence of my whole staff and ihu 
Manager. Neither was I given any time to give instructions to my 
assistants, nor was I allowed any time to send any message to the 
members of my family about my arrest. I was marched off towards 
the city JfotoaK on foot, through Gwalmandi, Outside the Akbari 
Gate, we met, coming towards ns, a gronp of respectable citizens, 
most of them my friends and acquaintances and all handcuffed, (Lala« 
Kisheii Ohand, Dnni Ohand, Hira Lai Kapur, Sardari Lai Vaid, 
Mohan La! Banker, Raja Ram Jeweller, Meulvi Ibrahim Cloth 
llerchant, and Jalal Din brother of Barkat Ali, E. A. C., a lame man 
with artificial wooden leg with which he had to walk with great 
trouble, Lala Saiig Ram, Pandit Ganesli Data, etc.). We were then 
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marched to the Telegraph Office, where we had to reniiiin fPu.iI 


ing for more than two hoars in the san. Then we were mar.-luM 


to the jail in the hot snn and on foot. After aboat two hours 
march, on reaching the jail, we were taken to a barred veranduh, 
and onr police handcaffs were removed and the jail haiidcnlls were 
pat on. We were then put into solitary cells in Block NYi, 14 
(meant for prisoners ordered to be hanged). In these cells we 
were given one mattress, two blankets, one iron pot and one iron 
Ka?'ahi, (both rusty) and one small pitcher for water. We hud to 
answer calls of nature in the same cell. At about 6 p. m. two prismu'rs 
came and 'asked me to bring the iron Karald near the iron barred door. 
One of them put some black Dal (decoction of p nise) over a 
through the bar which flowed into my Karahi, then I was given two 
Chafalis of black colour, I could not guess of what material (probably 
ot broken grams and barley mixed with dust). As I was too mneh 
upset, I did not touch anything. The mosquitoes began to trouble 
me at about 6 p. m. There were hoards of them before night fall. 
All night I could not sleep. In the morning X gave the food, which 
1 could not taste, to the sweeper. After an hour a Jamadar came 


and asked me to stand, as the Superintendent was coming, 1 stood 


up, but he told me that I should do so with folded hands, and should 
stand in an upright manner, and should not lean on the door even if 
I was too much tired. Meanwhile the Superintendent came. He 
asked me who I was ? I told him my name, designation and my pro- 
fession. After a few minutes questioning he went away. At about 
12 midday we were served with a handful of fried grams, which I ate. 
At aboat 4 p. m. I was weighed and about 5 p. m. our doors were 
opened and we were asked to take our blankets, pitchers and the two 
iron utensils and go out. Then we were marched to some other 
quarters and put in other cells. These cells were Kacha, inside and had 
grinding mills, which filled nearly half the space. As before, we had 
to answer calls of nature in the cells. The cells had raised platforms 
for onr beds, but they were not in a good condition, i. e., were uneven. 
"We had in these cells one additional thing, a broom. There were 
many mosquitoes, as in the other cell. Next morning the Jamadar 
came and asked ns to sweep the cells ourselves, which we did. However 
there was one thing favourable in these cells. We were allowed some 
few minutes every day to wash our body, and to come out and to wmh 
our utensils, and thus could breathe fresh air once a clay. I lived ail these 
days on water, and a handful of fried gram. It was not till the 2l8t 
April that I got food which I could eat. My brother-in-law deposited 
money for my food. 


He also got permission for an interview with 
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From him I learn); that my house had also been searched in r.;y 
absence, after I was arrested on 17th April and in the absence of all the 
male members of roy family, bnt nothing objectionable was found. My 
mother, wife and children were put to great inconvenience and tronbie. 

On the morning of the 2i}rd we were asked to come ont, and learnt 
that we were to be taken to the city Kotwali. We were again hand- 
cnfFed and were marched on foot to the City Zotwa/i froui fhe dail. 
In oar party were old men like Sardar Wadhawa Singh, aged perhaps 
more than 75 years, Manlvi Jalal Din, one legged man, and 3Ianivi 
Ibrahim with crooked feet. The sons of Sardar Wadhawa Singh 
brought a tonga, and requested the Snb-Inspector in charge 
to allow their father to sit in it, as he eould not walk, bnt the 
Sub-Inspector not only refnsed bat abused his sons. Atte* 
the match of more than two hours, we were put in the 
Hawalat in the City Kotwali, and about 6 p, m. were prodncel 
before Mr. Bowring, Superintendent, 0. 1. D. He lectured to as 
on tbe Rowlatt Bill and said that pleaders and Vakils, who instigated 
the people, had their own object to serve, as under Bowlatt Bill 
they could not appear in the ^Courts and earn money, etc. He sail 
there were several innocent persons among us and hence it was but 
proper that innocent persons should not farther be troubled, “hat 
we would be let off on our Muchalkas (recognisances), that our 
cases would be gone through, and the cases of those against whom 
evidence would be stronger than their defence, would be handed over 
to Martial Law Courts. Our Muchalkas were taken and we we-e 
allowed to go home. 

On the morning of the 24th, a constable came ro me and 
informed me that I was to present myself with my witnesses for sa/fcf 
that day at the Kotwali. I went at 10 a. m. with my frfea Is 
there, and found that all those who had been released on M-.ichaik'iS 
were present. 1 waited the whole day, bat my case was ;::.t 
called on, and with some others I was asked to be present the r.est 
day with my witnesses. Nest day again we presented ourselves at 
10 a. m. At about 4 p. m. I was called in. 

One C. I. D. constable stated that he had known me for two years, 
that 1 was the Secretary of the AryaSamaj, Wachhowali, Lahore, au 1 
that he saw me on 10th April in the Gumti Bazar, at about 0 p. rj., 
shouting “ Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai”. Another 0. 1. D. constable was 
called, and he said that he had seen me on the 12th April in the 
morning in the Gamti Bazar, shoating “ Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai." 

One old man of Bazar Hakiman was also called. He said that 
he lived in Tharrian Bhabbarian, that he knew me and that on the 
10th April in the Hakiman Bazar, I was shouting “ Mahatma Gandhi 
ki Jai”. 1 was then releasede 
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Oat of a batch of 25 parsons, who were prodaced before t!ie 
Baperinteodent of Police only Pandit 'Gariesh Idas, Secretary^ Arya 
Samaj, Anarkali, was sent np for trial before the Martial Law Ooiii* 
■iBissioBs and he was foiiiid not gnilty* 
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/The staUmen^ Sant Singh, M%7i%ffer, Pmijrd B^90t 

and Shoe Factory t L%ho7^e* 

I am the managing proprietor of the Paojab Boot and Shoe Fae* 
toT3% Lahore. This factory was formerly in a house near the Veterinary 
'Coliege, and we lived in the xlnarkali Paisa Akhbar Street. Outlie 
■evening of the lOtli of April, I went oat for my usual walk direct from 
■the factory. I went to the Lawrence Garden and returned home from 
there at about half past six. While going along the foot patli, on 
the side opposite the Queen’s Statae, on reaching Jlessrs* Stiffles® 
premises, I crossed over to the other side near the O’ Dwyer .Soldiers® 
•Ciub. At that time there was a . crowd near the other end of the club 
and a cordon of the Military and Police and some Eoglish OfScers 
were facing it from the opposite side. The crowd numbered between 
.200 and 300 and consisted mainly of young boys. None of the crowd 
had any sticks or brick-bats and none were - used ia my presence. I 
observed one young man carrying a black handkerchief tied to a 
stick, I did not see the crowd use any violence, or threaten any 
one. I had hardly passed by the police cordon, when all of a sudden, 
there were Bounds of, firing, and I was hurt by several shots on my 
left arm and the left side of my stomach. I turned into the com- 
pound of the Soldiers’ Club and fell down behind the wall Sime time 
•after, I was taken home by some men who happened to be there. I 
recollect clearly that before the firing, no warning was given. I was 
^arrested about Ifi days after the occurrence, but as I was still very un- 
well, the District Magistrate .released me on niy brother giving 
.;'gecurity for Hs. 5 , 003 . After Martial Law was withdrawn. I was 
'.placed before the "special tribunal under the Defence of India Act, but 
as there was no evidence against me I was acquitted. 
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The statement of Atar Din, son oj Bwlha, age 5-5 gears^ barher, 
Qmlendar o/Kuekx Nagarchian Moehi Gatet Lahore. 

Oa Friday, abont four days after the iatrodactioa of Martial 
Law, I had gone to R-ijgarli to attend a marriage. After the eFening 
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rofal, about 22 of ns who were gtiests were seated in a closed room, 
giving “ tambol ” (money given as present on the oocasiori of marriage) 
to the host. At about 8 p. m. one Tara Chand, a iSnb-Inapector of 
Mozang, came there accompanied by oneHavaldar and four constables, 
and told na to open the door. On our doing ao, Tara Chand askesl iia 
what we were doing. We said we were giving i’amte/, whereupon 
he said, “Gome along to the Police Station.” The father of the 
bridegroom said, “ These are aU my guests, let them go, aiui take me 
instead”. Taia Chand said that our host as well as the others would 
he taken to the police station. We twenty two guests, our host, his 
eon, the bridegroom, and some others were taken to the Police 
Station. We were kept ip the lock-up during the night, and the 
next morning, taken handcuffed to the District Oonrt, and placed 
before the City Magistrate who was a European and who has now 
been transferred. Without taking any evidence or questioning na 
about any offence, the Magistrate began to sentence those of us who 
were healthy and stout to flogging and some others to pay fines, 
whilst six were ordered to be released. Those ordered to be released 
consisted of the bride’s father, the bridegroom and some others. In all, 
nine persons were ordered to be flogged, and thirteen persons, among 
whom 1 was, were fined. The highest fine, viz., Rs. 30 was inflicted 
on the bridegroom’s father, whilst some were fined Ss. 20 and others 
less. Among those flogged were two lads one aged 11 who received 
10 stripes and the other 17 years old who received fifteen stripes. 
The Moulvi, who performed the marriage ceremony and who 
WBS abcut 16 years old, received twenty stripes. Up to this time, 
I do not know why we were treated thus. At the time of being locked 
upon Friday night we were searched by the police who took 
possession of the property found on our person. At the time of our 
release not even half the amount taken from os was returned. Tic 
flogging took place at the Jail. 

Tara Chand Thanedar has now been transferred to Pattoki. 
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The statement af Nur Din, o/ Jaga, Amin, age '~i0 gears, 
Chaudhri Fiik Market, of Mocki Gate, Lahore* 


On the 15th of April,! was ordered by the Deputy Commissioner 
to have the shops kept open on the loth and 16th. On the ITtb 
of April 1919, at 8 a. m., Khuda Bakbsh, Snb-Inspectcr, 0. 1. D.. 
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caoie^ancl, baridcaffirig me withoofc gitriog iitiy reancui fnr hi** rieHoii, 
brought me over to the Sliahalau Gate* On the wiiy» he nrre>*ti‘h 4 ii’t 
handcuffed a number of others, and brought us all* iwanty-live in I'muiher^ 
to the Delhi GateKotwali* We were made to lake off our iiirbtiiw md 
shoes, and then locked up* At about 3 p# m* we were broiiglit 
handcuffed to the Telegraph Office, and prodoeeti before Mr* Broad wiiy.^ 
Superiotendent of Police. We pleaded that our relalivoH, wim were 
present, would pay tonga hire for us as we were imable lo walk, 
whereupon the police abused ns vilely. By threa.ts and loroe rimy 
made ns walk to the Jail. There we were put in a cell in Block 
No. 14, which is meant for prisoners sentenced to capiUil punishnumi. 
The cell was very dirty, stinking, and full of Next 

evening we were taken out. and two rotz^ (flat paucakeJike bread), 
black pulse in an iron dish, and two blankets were given to eaich. Wc 
protested against tl'iis food, but were told that no other food could be 
given* We were then shut up in cells contairiiog griudiiig mills for 
about 8 clays. On the ninth day we were brougdit liaiidcufleti to the 
Abtoali, Delhi Gate, and placed before Mr. Bowring of flietlLD* 
one by one. Abdu! Gliani, a Police Sab-Inspector who was in charge 
of the City Kotwali, and Abdul Aziss, a Deputy Stiperiotemlerit of tlio 
O. L D. were present. The Saliib asked them with reference to every 
one o! us if our names were mentioned in their diaries. The Miiiiidfial 
Commissioners were also questioned if they had heard auytiiing sus- 
picious against us. Their replies in each case being in the negutifft 
we were al! let off. 


1 came to know from my. wife, that -my house had been searched 
by a Tkanedar and some police consiables, to wdiom she htid given the 
keys. Bhe was not allowed to be present daring the seatxdi. She was 
abused and made to sit aside and the house was searclr'id without any* 
member of the household being kept present. When they finished 
the search, they retaroed the keys to my wife, saying that uothing 
suspicious had been founds ' On my examining my effects I fonmi that 
the lock of my tniob, the .key of'. which was with me, had beefi broken 
open and gold oroaments .of the value of Rs. 2,200 and Rs. 1,101 iu 
cash removed. I went to the Kolimli, Delhi Gate, to report tJiis cascg 
but; it was not recorded. I then applied to the Deputy Oornramsioner 
who took my complaint and directed me to go to the Police luspector*' 
The Inspector „ of .Police, in his.' torn, referred me to the Depnly 
Commissioner. Next day (i. 28-4-19) I gave a Petition to the Liont. 

Governor, but opto, now- 1 have not received, any, ireply. I\Iy son Piro.T 
Dill was convicted : ami sentenced ■ to transportation for life in ilic 
Badshalii Mosque and Htra Mandi cases. 
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The statement of Lala Harpershad* mn of Lata Gmtpaf Mof 

Cloth Merchant^ Gumti Bazar ^ Lahore. 

vpiille I was miitmlngi-om- day, Anting the prevalence of 
ItartialJjaw, I came tO' the soldiers had heeii posfecL 

I was ordered not to go any farther, so I stopped. This wan prohaldy 
on a Saturday, at ahoat 11 o’clock* After a short time, I was 
allowed to cross the road. On reaching Hira Maridi, I saw % huge 
crowd of people coming from the Badshahi Mosqne and collecting 
there. "The cavalry men (sataars) were galloping hither and 
and so to guard myself against them I stood on the raked 
of a fodder-seller’s shop. Policemen were standing in the f 
British Officers, Soldiers, and Nawab Sahib, Ohowdhri Shahab-nd-din 
and others were standing jast behind them. Behind all these was a 
regiment of British soldiers. A British Officer said, ‘‘ Leave the 
place, otherwise yon will be shot dead.” The Nawab said to him, 

** These men will not leave this place according to year desire’’ 
and he had not finished the sentence, when a small stone struck the 
helmet of the British Officer. Upon this, he (the British Officer) 
unsheathed his sword and waved it. When the people saw this they 
began to run away. The English Officer sheathed his sword and said, 

Leave the place, otherwise yon will be shot dead.” He had hardly 
uttered these words when a small stone again struck his helmet, 
whereupon the Nawab Sahib said, ‘‘ Just note, the crowd will not in 
any case be dispersed in this way.” Thereupon the British Officer gave 
a paper in the hand of the Nawab, who wrote something on it and 
retnrned it to the Officer who ordered the soldiers to be ready. The , 
Policemen knelt on one knee and fired first in the air and then to’wiirds 
the ground. After this the Nawab fired his pistol. Then the British > 
Officer did the same. I then fled. 1 ran away from the jdace with 
the other people. Though I did not see any more firing yet I saw 
people falling down wounded. The people brooght Khnshi Kain and 
others, and I stepped into my house. I pay an ineonic-tux oi 
Ks. 65-1-9 per year. 

222 

The statement (?/Lala Dhaai Ram Bhalla, son of Lala Ckkajjmml 
Bkalla, owner of the Bhalla Boot House^ Anar kali ^ Lakofe^ 

As I was a Member of the Indian Association, I was preserii at 
its private meeting, held on the 2nd April, There it was deckled to 
hold a, meeting on the 6th. I was one of the signatories. 1 closed my 
hosioess on the 6 th. I attended the Bradlaugli Hall meeting* I saw 
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the crowd passing by the Anarkali road neat my shop. The crowd 
numbered from 10 to 15 thousand. It was coming from the Lsiiari 
date and going towards the Nila Gumbaz in Anarkali. 1 was 
sitting on the raised platform before my shop. The attitude of the 
crowd was not at all threatening, although, they were crying “ Ifowlatt 
Bill Hai Hai ” (Alas, the Rowlatt Bills). Some of them were partici- 
pants in the procession, but others were mere spectators. 

I attended the meeting on the 6th, It was most orderly. 
Rfisolations protesting against the Rowlatt Bill were passed and a 
prayer was offered. No disloyal speeches were made and nothing 
seditions uttered. 

At about 5 p. m. on the 10th April, we came to know of the 
arrest of Mahatma Gandhi. I closed my shop and so did others. We 
closed our shops on the evening of the 10th April (about 0 p. m.) on 
hearing the news of Mahatma Gandhi’s arrest. We had heard 
nothing that evening of the happenings at Amritsar. I myself heard 
nothing and 1 firmly believe no shopkeeper in Lahore did. I came 
to know of the happenings at Amritsar for the first time on the 11th 
April on reading the Civil and Military Gazette at about 3*30 p. m., 
on retnrn from the Badshahi Mosqne. 

The shops were closed on the 10th, solely on receipt of the news 
of Gandhi’s arrest. There was no persuasion and no organization of 
any kind. People closed shops spontaneously. There was, then, no 
idea of keeping up the Hartal to any succeeding day, I was in 
Anarkali in front of my shop and watched the events. I saw the crowd 
going towards the Nila Gumbaz. The number was not more than 
200. W e came to know afterwards about the firing in the Lohari 
Gate the same night. We did not open our shop on Friday, the 11th 
on account of fear. 1 went to the Badshahi Mosqne on the llth. 

1 heard all that was uttered. There was nothing seditions nor any 
words inciting people to wage war against His Majesty’s Government. 
Aeroplanes were hovering over the Badshahi Mosque on the llth and 
flying so low that they looked as if they would touch the domes. 
They were coming very frequently at intervals of 2 or 3 minutes. 
These frequent visits of the aeroplanes were the cause of much 
excitement amongst those present at the Mosque. 

On the 13th many of us were anxious to open our shops, but we 
heard about a meeting which was going to be held at Lala Dani 
Ohand’s house. I went there and joined the meeting. All the 
persons assembled there were anxious to see the shops opened. The ^ 
Committee decided to press the people for immediate resumption pf 
•business. : ’.j. ^ 


Latiore~No# 222 conid. 



I was a signatory to the manifesto issued lor appealing to the 
people to resume husiuess, and I was the first man in Armrkali to open 
my shop. Others followed. 

The proclamation by beat of drum of the Officer Commaiiclirigv 
directing the opening of the shops was made after the whole of the 
Anarkali Bazaar had resumed its business on Tliumlay raoriiiiig. 

I was also subjected to the trouble of looking after the Martial Law 
Notices. On April 24thj at about 4 p. m. Mr. Bowring came to my 
shop with two cars. He asked my name and told me that lie was 
instracted to arrest me. No warrant was shown to me* 1 was 
escorted by six soldiers to the Anarkali Thmm* Afterwards my shop 
and residential house were searched by the police* They did not find 
anything incriminating there. From Anarkali Thana, I was 
the City Eotwali^ oatside the Delhi Gate, along with Lala Eattun 
Ohand and Lala Dharam Das. From the Kotwali we were paraded 
through the City, escorted by about 50 soldiers, and then taken 
to the fort. This was with the view to terrify people. In the fort,^ 
we three were confined in different solitary cells. On the morning 
of the 26th, we were produced before the Officer Commanding. 
First, he counted os, and then, said to ue, I am instracted by the 
Government to keep you under custody. For the first offence, you 
would get 36 stripes, and for the second offence, you will have yonr 
grave in the fort, and no one will know of it. You are not allowed 
to talk with any body.’* We used to get oar own food and clothing. 
After about a month, I requested the orderly officer, who used to 
visit ns in the guard room cells daily, to get ns an interview with 
the, Officer Commanding. We were allowed an interview at which, 


on eoqairy, I was. told that they did not know anything abo.ot the 
■charge brought against - me. Then 1 told the Officer Coiiimaiidiog, 



that,' I- was. a businessman, and that my business was safieritig 

during my absence, and that I would rather like to be put o!i 

trial at once than suffer the indefinite internment 1 was noder- 
going. He asked me to state everything in writing thnt i had 

to ' say, so that he might be able to refer my case to ilie Officer 

Commanding the Civil Area. As directed, 1 put my stiiiement 
in writing. After 4 or 5 days, 1 was informed tfiat the Officer 
Comiiiandi,ng, the Civil Area (who succeeded Col. Frank Johnson) 
wocdd see os. He came and enquired about our treatment; we replioi! 
■jt was satisfactory.; Then he said that he did not know anythiug 

about.,the charge against us -and that he was only responsible for 
guarding us. 

Afterwards I was released from the fort on the 12tli afior full 
:50 (hays. We. were then taken to Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz, who 
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'CongratBlated us and fiakl, **The Government cloen not want to try yon 
•and yon are released from this day,.*^ Next day we were produced before 
Mr. Bowring in the Ct L D. Office* After waitirig lor half ho hour I 
was called in, and addressing me he said, ^*Yon peojde are very 
tronblesome, yon work in the background and don’t come forward 
openly/’' Then addressing Khan Sahib he said, Yon have imiile liini 
(Dhani Ram) nnderstand.’* I complained to him about our iiiijiwt 
internment for 50 days, bot he evaded the answer and I caine back. 
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The statement of Lala Durga Dasy^on of Lala Medo Mak 
age S7 years^ of No. 94^ Mall^ Lahore* 


One day, during the prevalence of Martial Law, one of onr 
•shop boys was standing by the entrance to the Bhop, when 110 
Englisliman and an Englishwoman came in* The Englishman had 
S' stick in his hand, with which he struck the boy, scolding him at the 
same time for not salaming them. That Englishman was Oaptaia 
Enlton. 
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The statement of Unsimh Oas, otge 60 years^ sou of Kcmkaya Lait 
Confectione?^ Mmiieipal Market^ Lahore* 


During the Martial Law days a flogging post was put up in 
front of the Municiiml Market, 20 paces from' my shop, and people 
were flogged there. 

I witnessed the flogging on; three ■occasions. Once, I saw four 
men being flogged, and on the second occasion, two men, and one 
man, on the third occasion. 

, The scene, of flogging was quite heart-rending ; people who 
were flogged cried and' .shirked and the- sight was horrible. ' Their 
olothes were stripped off, and their hands were tied to the flogging 
post. They ;were surrounded, by people including a number of 
Europeans, and Policemen. The Europeans standing round felt very 
^:.pueh delighted and shouted. Strike hard, strike more.’’ Those who 
inflicted the flogging came from 'the Jail. A man, after being 
flogged, became sens.eless, and. the authorities departed leaving him 
there. He was" lying on the grass in front ' of the market. 
•People brought him to my shop in an unconscious condition* I 
gave him some milk. He revived after about 15 minutes, and went 
.away. to his house. He was bleeding and his body was lacerated* 
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A EecoBci mm who was' also lyiBg unconscious was^ a 
Mohammadeii. People lifted him np and gave him milk from ^the 
shop ot a Moliammaden, and then carried him towards Mozang side. 
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Th statement of Lala Lai Chand, son of Lain Gopal J)m. 

\Cloth Merehant^ Anarkali*) Lahore. 

About 12 ot 15 days after the declaration of the Martial Law,^ 

I was sitting in my shop, when two English ladies drove In a 
laiidean to my shop. They called me out, and regnired me to 
show them some mnslin pieces. I showed them three , or. £aBr^.;k|m 
ot mnslin near' ■ their carriage ontside my shop, 'bnt' 'they ' 
like them, and told me to bring ont another one. Then I showed 
them all the mnslin pieces I had in my shop. Still they were 
not satisfied, and required me to produce a certain kind of mnslin, 
which I had not got, I explained that it had been sold out, and 
I requested them to step in and see what varieties we had in the 
cases. They could not however find the one which they wanted* 
In the mean time Oapt. Pulton arrived and stepped into my 
shop. I came to know' afterwards that one of the ladies was 
Mrs. Pulton. When the' ladies bad ■ searched all my goods and 
could not find the muslins, Mrs. Pulton told Capt, Pulton in 
English that I had in the shop the very kind ot muslin piece, but 
that I would not give it unless,,!: was ^ given some 'ihrashing. ' On, 

' this the Captain, who had a hunting whip In his ■ haiicl,:began: 

beating me. Then they went away. 
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The statement (?/ Mian Alla Biix, son of Mian Matila Bmj, Ihkaarr 
the Lahore Liglit^Eousej the Mallp near Marhet^, Lahore* 


During the first few days of Martial Law, I \vas an eye** 
flogging carried on near the 

Market (on the cross roads). .The flogging post was fixed at a 
distance of about lOleetfrom my shop. It was a very horrible 
and terrifying' sight, ■: I. .could not bear it, and after seeing 
two men logged, I came back into"' my shop. I think there?; w^ere 
many more .to be flogged. They ' ■ were all handcuffed. Amongst 
tho.se ,': waiting to be flogged, 'there was a very respectable 
■P. W'. ' D. Contractor, Mohd. Muqim of Mujsang, aged about 60 
years, with, a gre.y ''beard. By chance a P. W. 1). Officer reached 
the spot at the , right moment, and on his recommendation the- 
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old man was exempted from flogging, bat was fined Us. 10 . 
He had to borrow the amount that very moment from the 
shop known as the Dehli House. At the time of flogging, on 
the first day, there were present many Policemen with rifles, 
and officers,, forming a ring round the flogging post. 
Mr. Keingh, Magistrate, was in charge, and gave order.s for 
flogging. I saw several English Officers and English ladies 
smiling while these poor unfortnnate men were being flogged. 
Before the flogging commenced, Mr. Keingh came to my shop and 
ordered me to bring out a chair, a table, and writing materials. 
He spoke contemptnonsly while demanding these things. All these 
articles except the table were supplied. The first victim 
seemed to be a barber. The strikers were sent for from the Jail, 
and were ordered by the said Magistrate to flog the victim 18 
stripes. It was a terrible scene and the victim cried hard 
and appealingly. The cries were “ Hazoor Mai Bap Haiti, 
Ghariban per ReJitn Karo, Hazoor Ka Nai Hun (Sir, You are my 
father and mother, have mercy on a poor man. I am your 
honour’s barber),” but no heed was paid at ail. Whcjn the 
flogging was over, he was quite unable to stand, and almost the 
whole of the flesh on the hips was scratched out, and blood and 
fat was coming out of it. The second victim seemed to be a very 
poor man. He was given 10 stripes; this scene was equally 
pathetic. After this I could not bear the sight, and came 
back. I am unable to say how many more were flogged. All this 
happened on the first day. On the next day I saw two men 
flogged. One had been a clerk lately in the Co-operative Stores, 
N. W. B.. (whom I knew) and the other was Matin Confectioner’s 
employee. Both were given 5 stripes each. These men were 
brought handcuffed. 

227 

The statement of Lala Ram Lat, son of Lai a Shankar Das, 

Cloth Merchant, Municipal Market, Lahore, 

During Martial Law days, for the first few days, I was an 
eye-witness to public flogging near the Municipal Market tat the 
cross-roads). It was a horrible and terrifying scene, and one 
could not bear the sight of it. I saw flogging only about two 
times (it might have been three times or more). Many j i.ople 
gathered together at the time of the flogging. Many Police 
Officers used to be on the scene. People were made bare ami 
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naked and tied band and foot to the floggin" post. In my 
opinion this resort to publio flogging was meant to disgrace 
the people, and to strike terror all round. 

Being a shopkeeper on the Mail, I used to get many HngliHh 
customers every day. Throughout I used to be most poliic, but 
the said customers’ behaviour was very unusual and tlircutening. 
When the prices asked for the goods did not suit them, they would 
threaten to report me to Ool. Frank Johnson for high prices, 
though in fact the prices I asked were only the usual ones. 



During Martial Law days, I had to celebrate my marriage, 
we went to Ool. Frank Johnson to get permission to le 
station with only 0 or 10 men. Bat though we showed 
important telegram relating to the marriage he refused 
the necessary permission. ^ ^ 

On the evening of .the iOth I was myself present in the 
Lohari Gate when people were fired at. People had gathered 
together at the Lohari Gate when Pandit Kam BhaJ Daita came 
and began reqnesting them to go back. He even took off his 
turban and placed it before the people as a sign of entreaty. He 
asked the D. 0* to give more time, and many men on the Pandit’s 
request were returning back to their homes, when they were 
suddenly fired at. 
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The -statement of Lala Buta, Maly^on of Lala Hira Mand^ Khatrl^ 



dealer in metaUware^ age 60 years^ of .Babbi Bazar, Lahore. 



At about 10 o’clock on the morning o£ the Baisakki day, I sat 
before my shop after haying closed it. 1 then saw a large body of 
men coming by the side of the old Kotioali. It consisted of Bririsii 
soldiers j.. Dogras., Indian .soldiers and , . The Infaniry 

.carried, rifles, and the sawars (c.ayalry) had lances and gaiis. Iii 
....iront of ... all these were two English Officers, accompanied by 
some city magistrates. When they approached the Dabbi Bazar 
Ohank, one English ; Officer s.topped there, and the people eollccieiJ 
■ around, him, , The officer.- said .to the ..people, Why do yon 
not open your. .shops F” The people in reply said, ''Rescind the 
Rowlatt Act, release Mahatma Gandhi and remedy our troubles and 
grievances, then snrely will we open our, shops.” The Officer then 
replied, . " If you wish to. remain safe and .well, you should open 
your shops and end' the Hartal ; -otherwise,, you will be blown iip^” 
With these' words he went towards Hira Mandi. 
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After 15 or 20 minnteSj we too want out of onrioBiiy 
Sira Mandi to see what this force was going to do. WIkoi Wf-* 
reached Hira Mandi, we saw a party posted near Dublii Bir/.ar» 
another party jnst in front of the Ranshaniii flale and 11 third 
party in the maidan (open space) Just in front of the Fio'L 
British Officers were moving about. The so diets cleared ihc ftan* 
■shanai Gate and blocked it. I sat beneath a tree which grew near 
the tower of the' Fort. .After a short time, 'people came out in 
crowds, from the;Badshahi'Mosc|ne, calling ont Hindu Mmalmim 
kijai (Success to Hindu . Muslim '■nnity). The cavalry by the 
Raushanai Gate was ordered by o.ne -officer to leave the gate lree% 
So people were asked, to come out, thus a large iiuiiiber came 
out,., and moved quietly towards the city. When the p'Oople 
approached the .Hira Mandi Ohauk, the road became crowded 
owing to its narrowness. As people we.re coming to the (jhuTik 
from all sides, the place became crowded, and the crowd could not 
disperse easily. On being asked, to clear, the place, the Police 
began to strike the people with the butt-ends of their guns, 1 sat 
on the raised platform of the Pipal Wala Khuh, as 1 was fright** 
ened by the action of the Police. The Deputy Cominissioiicr on 
being told . something: by Nawab Mohammad All Sahib, got his 
pistol ready. Then the Nawab Sahib fired first and the Deputy 
Commissioner immediately after. ' The firing then continued for 
some time and cries of ** I am hit ” were heard all round. 
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staiement 0 / Sardar Nirankar Siiigli, of LoJiore, 


We received the news of the 'arrest of Mahatma Gandhi 
yin the 'afternoon of the 10th of April. Within a very short lime 
.1 noticed that the shops were closed. I also noticed a crowal of 
people going towards the Mall, shouting '' Mahatma iamihi kn 

fchlior deo'' ■ (Release Mahatma Gand.hi). I did liot iiccornpuiij 
the crowd. 

At dusk .1 came to the' Aiiarkaii Chauk. When I wan 
near the cliauk I saw a crowd of people pushed towards tlie ciiruik 

'from the direction of the by so.me armed cuiistuideB 

headed by. an Englishman. 

The people stopped on reaching the chauk outside /in? j.ohari 
and at the same time I saw a'nu'mber of soldiers. Paiidii 
Ram BhaJ Datt C.howdhari standing, on a high place near a teli> 
graph post, appealed to tlmpeople to disperse. He was going on, 
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aad people had hcgnu to disperse gradually, when the military 
fired. The people ran away. Some were w'oanded and some killed, 

I did not see any body throwing bricks or stones at the military. 

On the 12th o£ April, a large number gathered at the. 
Badshahi Masjid. I was present and .saw the incident regarding a 
C. I. D. Inspector. This Officer was assaulted on his denying t.hiu 
he was a 0. 1. D. Inspector, and then he ran away from the MaHjid. 

I did not see any body pursuing him. When the meeting dispers- 
ed, and the people began to depart, they saw Boshnai gate block- 
ed up by troops. The people however were allowed to go through 
the gate. People were going shouting “ Gandhi ho chhor> dea ” 
(Release Gandhi) through Hira Mandi chunk, when the 
Commissioner and Nawab Mohammad Ali K.han, coming from the 
side of the Gaiety Theatre with the military, ordered firing. On 
this, the people fled wherever they could. I did not see anybody 
throwing bricks or stones on this occasion. 

At the Hira Mandi Ohauk there was absolutely no 
quarrel between the military and the people. The military had 
been stationed at the Gaiety Theatre, before people began leaving 
the mosque. 
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The statement ofh^l Din, of Amir Bakhsh^ Kfxkazai^ 
age ^0 yeafs^ lrommith, of Mohalla Kakezmn^ 

Old Kotwali, Lahore^ 

I was arrested on ihe on the charge that my name had 
been -entered in the-Begistermf the fa?//. The fact Is tliar 

there was another man of that name who was a member of the 
said Banda Fauj^ A certain Abdul Karim, who appeared later 
on as a prosecution witness in" my case, and in many others, 
wanted to get the real Lai Din of : Banda Fan] released, 
and so implicated me in his place. He gaye my name to the 
Police. The Police took me as well as the real Lai Din into 
custody. Later on, both of us, .were identified by some Tonga- 
walla whom the Police had tutored. We were ehallaned (i. 

. our case was sent up by the Police) and 'put on trial before the 
'' Martial Law Tribunal, ' I was sentenced to 3 years® imfirlscmriient 
' and the real Lai Din got 2 years. After I had been in Jail for 
3 months,,. I heard -that -my ...imprisonment' had been reduced to 2 
years, .After 5 monthshad.elapsed, I was informed that itiiad been 
again- reduced to 6 inontha. . How, , after remaining il months in the 
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Rawalpindi Jail, I came out on the 28 th of October. I saw 
many poor people being flogged in the Jail. The Polioa wanted 
100 rnpees as a bribe from us, bat we refused to pay. Then 
they said that if I would incriminate .'j others, I would get myself 
released, I however refused to do so. As Abdul Kuritn had 
obtained employment in the Criminal Tribe Setllcmbiit Ulilco 
through the real Lai Din, he wished to save him (Lai Din). 
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T/w statement of Kaka Ram Halvai, son of Gomnd Ram Chhaita 
Baza}\ Chatik Tripolian, Shopkeeper^ Railway Press, 
Mughalptwa, Lahore^ 

I am about 18 years old. [ have a ooti£ectioiier\s shop at the 
Eailway Printing Press, Mnghalpura, Lahore. On Snnday, the' 
11th of May, 1819, land my companion Anant Earn Halva! (sweet* 
seller, Railway Office, Carriage Superintendent) had a holiday. 
We two, along with four others,' tnz*, Giilu Sweetseller, Eaklia' 
Ram Sweetseller, both of the shop of Paira Halvai, Jaure - Mohri 
and Bainti Ram of the shop of Paira Halvai, but at present 
in Amritsar, hired a phaeton - from the Shahalmi Gate 'Stand ' 
and drove on the circular road via- Railway station. We 
met about 4 or 5 policemen and 4 British soldiers coming 
from the side of Sheraiiwala Gate with about 16 persons arrested , 
and tied with their own turbans. When they passed by us, they 
got the phaeton stopped and told us to pay Rs. 10 ; we refused. 
The British soldiers uttered the 'words Go on ’’ and our 
carriage moved on. The policemen incited the British soldiers, 
who then surrounded our carriage and took us to the Naulakha 
Police Station along with the phaeton. There the police searched 
our clothes and confined us in the lock-up. Next day, on the 12th 
May, 1919, at about 10 in the morning, -we were taken to the Water 
Works, and at about 12 in the noon the officer in charge, without 
taking our statements, ordered five of us to undergo six months^ 
imprisonment with 20 stripes each, and the sixth man Bainti 
Ram, who was only 16 years old, was ordered only lt5 stri|)es. We 
all were sent to the Central Jail. On the 13th May, we all were 
flogged. Bainti was let off after 15 stripes, but we were put 
into prison after having 20 stripes each. On appeal for mercy, 
our sentence w\as commuted to 3 months each. I was released, OJif 
the 12th August instead of llih August, and as far as I kno'#;;®#' 
clay more than my actual sentence is entered in my r0leaE6;Wa|trMk 
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The Uaicnunt of Mian Abdul Qhani, son of Mian Clhirni^li Din, 
hukar, a^e 24 years, of Mohalla Kakasiiian, Lahore, 

On the lyili of April, I was sitting in my shojj, when Alnlti! 
Rahim Thanedar, followed by some constables, came and told 
me to hand over to him my yonnger brother Bashir Aluriad, 
otherwise, he said, I and ail my other relatives would he arrested. 
He further said that he had power to bombard our house. I 
replied that Bashir was not at Lahore. On this, I was severely 
beaten with hunting crops and sticks, and taken to the Koiwali- 1 
was kept hungry the whole day. Pandit Jiwan La.|;abniMMS’iiBe‘i*i(i^ 
said that unless I handed over my brother Bashir, I vifbuld not be 
let off. He further threatened that onr ladies would be 
taken to the Kotwali, if I did not produce Bashir. In the 
evening Mr. Bowring released me saying that I should search for 
my brother and hand him over to Police. In this matter, the 
report against me was made by Abdul Rahim Thanedar. 
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BiaUmmt 0/ shaikh Abdul Rashid, son of Shaikh Eahmatullah^ 
age 26 yeare^ Proprietor^ the English Ware Eome^ 
the Mall^ Lahore. 

At abont 6-30 p.m. on the 10th of April last, while we were 
inside the shop, we heard some noise on the Mall. The noise pro- 
ceeded from opposite Messrs. Harrison and Hatheaway's proiniscs, 
which are about 25 yards from ours, on the Aiiarkali .side. Mj 
brothers, Shaikh Mohammad Saleh and Sheikh Abdul Usman, went 
forward a little to .see what was going on. Sheikh Ralimat IJliuli, 
Maulvi Sadar-ud-din, B.A., B.T., Munshi Jan Mohammad, Jxiwu 
Kesho Ram, and Sukh Dy al, a Rais of Batala, and myself were 
■present in the verandah of the warehouse and saw a crowd of aboiu 
200 persons, consisting mpstly of children and young men. They 
had nothing, in their hands. Only one of them carried a flag. 

Mhatma Ghandi ki; Jai ’’ only was being shouted. The Deputy 
■; •Commissioner, Mr. • Fyson ■ and the Deputy : SiiperiiiteiKieiit, 
-Mr. Clarke, who were coming from' the direction oi the Goveriimeiii 
■House, stopped the mob .opposite our shop. ' While the mob was 
„ stopped /here, carriages and ■cars of Englishmen, as well as In- 
dians, passed on the , road quite. ■ freely. The people in the crowd 
•did not binder/ them in any way. The people did not shout any- 
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thing besides Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai, md asked iu be aiiuwml tu 
go to the Lieutenant Governor. We then, heard the noise of, firing* 
As people began to run back, we again heard rifle-firing itrirl marij 
persons fell down 'wounded in the ■road, and sorae oifierH fell into 
the: ditch near. onr shop. Mr. Fyson, Mr. Clarke and Seth Dwiir-* 
kanath, the ' Deputy Superintendent of Policejmd revolvers. Hr. 
Fyson fired at the young maU' carrying the flag, who wm only 
about, three yards from., him, behind the front lino of the crowd, 
Jnst whenhe ordered the'police to fire. ■, Then the police began to 
■strike with the, bntt-ends of, their -guns,, those who were still there, 
and pnrsned those who were running. in the' direction of AnarkalL 
The woiindecl were carried away by the people, bnt later the police 
took them into their own charge. Not only did the police render 
no help to the wmiiiided, but seized those %vho were assisted by the 
people. ' .1 saw a woniided man dragged by his leg by the police, 
who were incited to do this by Seth Dwarkanath; he even ordered 
his m,6n,to strike those wdio were assisting the wounded. Most of 
the boys, in the crowd ran towards onr shop and took shelter on 
the verandah. On seeing this, the police fi,red towards onr shop, 
a mark of such shooting is still to be found on it. Next day in the 
morning we saw ranch blood spilt .nponthe bridge andonthegronnd. 

I can positively say that the occnnence took place at about 6-30 
p.m., as we were preparing to close onr "shop which w^e do at 7 pan. 
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2yi>e staiemeiit of Karlin Bakhs!n so7Z of Nabi BaMsh^ Raj put ^ Bicycle 
and Gas Lamp Kepatrer^ of Gmnti Bazar ^ Kuck^ Mitti 
Piittan- Lahore^ 


^ I was working in my shop, 

.'.when a , Sub-Inspector, of Police, accompanied by fonr constables, 
"came ' and arrested me.'. They took me to the Police Station, 
.where, my turban and. shirt were taken off, and I was confined in 
'the iock-np, I humbly , asked the reason for my arrest, but no 
reply was given. After several hours I was brought out hand*- 
cuffed, and linked in a chain with many others and marched to the 
Telegraph Office. ,; There w:e,were made to stand in the sun, for 
about half an hour. '.There our roll call was taken, and we were 
ordered to be taken to the Jail. On reaching the Jail, I was con- 
fined in a;.'eondemned', prisoners’ cell where, I was told, persons 
tinder sentence .of, death ,were usually confined. After 
however.,:! wm removed '. to a . solitary ceil, wffiioh., 

,, ' . iti I * ‘ 

. .'.''I'-v, ■:■'■;■■ , "f'-i 
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g'rmding MilL This cell was Tery dirty iimi fall of mogfiiitoeH* 
‘On the 23rd of April, I, with other arrested persons, was hroughi 
back handcuffed to the police station* Here 1 was eoiifiiiecl till 
5-30 p. m, when I was released on eKeeiiting a bond for Jli% 200. 

During the next three days, I was called to the police siatkm 
in the morning and made to sit there the whole day, without bcjiig 
allowed to take any food. I was sent hack in the evening. On 
the 3 rd day, I was released by the Police BnperintendenL 

Daring my absence, in Jail, my shop and house were searched. 
At the time of the search mj son was absent and his wife ran 
upstairs out of fear. Three bicycles a»d some accessories 
taken away from my shop by tbe searching party* and bare not 
been returned as yet. 
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The stdiement of Pandit Khushal Chatid* sou of P dudit Shdnkdv 
Brahman^ Supplying Agent, age SO years, Said Mitha 
Bazar, Lahore* 


I own a shop ; I sell books. Formerly I was a clerk in the 
North Western Co-operative Stores. Tw’^o or 3 days after Martial 
Law had been declared, I opened my shop in the morning. Fifteen 
minutes after that, when aboy was buying things from me, two Police 
contables came to my shop and asked me to accompany them, 
on the ground, that I had disfigured notices put up on the gate of 
the house of Lala Gobind Ram, Vakil. They first took me to the 
Lohari Mandi, then to the City Kotwali, and thence, to the Waiier- 
Works. They seated me inside a room there but never gave me 
any thing to eat or drink., , I got fever. Next day at^ aljoiit 4 p. iin 
.■they presented me before- the Magistrate. I wanted to say some- 
thing, when I was ordered to. hold my tongue, on pain of heavier 
punishment. An order of five stripes was made. They took me to 
-the Police Ofilcer in the Telegraph Office whence I w^’as taken to 
•ihe'-Market,. where 1 was tied'. to the flogging post and flogged. 
Many persons .had collected to see me flogged. There were several 
Europeans, males and' females, whO'Came to watch the proceedings. 
They seemed toi he surveying -the; . s-ighi The man who struck us 
was a Pathan from the jalL Dass, Inspector of Police Was 

calling out ^'strike with force:.*’^' At,: that time, a clerk 0! Matin 
■Confectioner was also flogged. ^ It was absolutely untrue that I 
■disfigured or touched any M-artial Law Notices. 
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The statemeMt of Lala Daalat Kara, mn of Lmla Nwmk Ofmnd^ KJmfri, 
age S6 years^ Gold Smithy Qumti Bazar^ Lahortu 

A police constable came to my shop on the 17th of April* lylS* 
at 2 p« m.s and took me to the Lohari Gate 'Tolice Station, the 
whole way on foot* From there I was taken by a Snb'-Inspector 
of Police, accompanied by 12 constables, to my house, situated in 
Kucha Har Prashad, and my honse was searched* They did not 
inform me why, and with whose, permission, they, searched my 
house. Nothing objectionable was found in the search. I was then 
ordered to be handcuffed. I questioned them why they hand- 
cuffed me. The reply was that they had been ordered to do so* They 
brought me to the Police Station, and asked me tc take off my 
turban and shoes, and then they put me into the lock-up. The 
whole night I remained in the leck-up. In the afternoon at 2 
p. m. on the 18iih of April, 1919, 1 was taken, on foot and in hand- 
cuffs, to the Telegraph Office and therefrom to the JaiL I was 
placed in a cell intended for condemned prisoners. At thai time I 
apprehended that I was to be hanged. After an hour, I was put 
in a prison cell. In the same place I got my meals and in the 
same cell was a place for easing oneself. There were mosquitoes 
in the cell and on this account I was in great discomfort. Along 
with 15 or 20 other persons, I was brought on foot and in hand- 
cuffs to the Police Station on the 23rd of April, 1919. At the time 
of departing from the Jail, we requested that -we should be taken 
by a tonga or a whiGh were near at hand. The reason 

was that some of us were old and one was lame. Both of his legs 
were curved. But the police did not agree. On the 23rd of April, 
we were let off on a security of Rs. 200 each, but we were ordered 
to present ourselves on being summoned. . Accordingly I presented 
myself at the Police Station continuously for 8 or 10 days, and 
took with me respectable witnesses. We used to go there at 
‘9 a. m. and return at 5 p. m. ■ During those days the prosecution 
witnesses went on deposing against us. The prosecution witnesses 
were of a low social status. After hearing the prosecution wit- 
messes the defence witnesses were heard. I was called at the 0. LD« 
■Office 23 or 24 days' after my arrest, and told that I was ac- 
quitted. 

Six persons work on my shop, to whom I have io' pay afebitt - 
Rs. 300 per mensem as pay . On account of my work being stopped I 
had to pay them for nothing. From this the.m'agnitude of ’my'.fSis 
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can be imagined. My buginesa suffered a good deal. My wife be- 
came ill on account o£ the shook caused by my arrest. My Ijcalth 
was also damaged a good deal. 

Shops were closed on the evening of the lOfch of April spon- 
taneously on receipt of the news of Gandhi\s arre.st. We iieard 
of the Amritsar happenings, for the first time, the next day (11th), 
and not on the 10th. 
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The statement of Kala Mai, son of Khim Ran^ Caste Arorm^ u0Bd 
40 years^ confectioner, WacMoivali^ Lahore. 


About a montb and a quarter, after the introduction of 
Martial Law at Lahore, one morning, at about 8 o’clock, two 
British soldiers and a man came to my shop, and. demanded 
milk. I said the milk had been all sold. Near by, in a Tessel, 
was (milk mixed with water), about a cJiJiatak in quantity 
which had been left behind by a child. Seeing that, they asked me 
what it was. I replied it was iast (milk mixed with water) for a 
child, who had gone to fetch sugar for himself* ‘‘ No you are 
speaking a lie ” they said, this is milk, get ns one bottle filled 
out of it.” On their insisting upon this I filled their bottle out of 
the After six days, two constables came at 11 a. m,, and 
said, Your milk is adulterated, accompany us to the police sta* 
tion.” I accordingly accompanied them to the police station. 
From there they took me, wdtH handcuffs on, to a place near the 
Zoo, where fines used to be realized. The fare of the tonga in 
which we went was Rs. 2 and was paid by my son. I sat there for 
three or four hours. Afterwards I was produced before a Sahib, 
He told me that there was water in my milk. I replied that I 
had sold away my milk and the to’- which was there belonged to a 
child who had gone to the Bazar to fetch sugar for himself. The 
Officer 'said, ‘‘ No, you are telling a lie, I fine you therefore 
Rs.'l'O'O.” ■ My brother-in-law and son who were present on the spot 
paid the sum.'' . Then my handcuffs were removed. No one gave 
evidence against me. 1 was not ■allowed to produce any evidence 
■ lor' my defence. ' No' receipt was' given to' me for the fine I bad 
paid. The next 'day I applied for. cancellation of the fine, but mv 
application was unsuccessful. 
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The Statement of Ma.Uk JaialDin» son of Aialik Aziz Din^ Kahezfjf^, 
age 40 years^ corn merchant Akbari Mandi^ Resident Mooch a 
Kakezain^ Lahore^ 

. I . am a brother of Malik ^Barkat Alii, M. A., late Editor of 
the ‘"^Observer,”,,. I was arrested 'near .'the Golden Mosque tin the 
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17 lh of April, 101.9, as I was returning, as usuul, from tfu: river 
side in the morning. At that time my friend, Diwau Lok Nalfi of 
Qali Patpathian, was with me. I was handoufficd in his prt’«em:(% 
.and was bronght to the City Police Station, thence taken to tlin 
Telegraph Office and finally to the Central Jail. They did not. 
allow me to take even water. I was released from the Ocnlral 
Jail on the 22nd of April, 1919. I had remained in solitary coii- 
finemeirs all this time. 

On the 2ith of April, 1919, again, as I was returning as usBa! 
from the river side, I was called by three JEuropeans, one Inspec- 
tor and a Snb-Inspector, who were on horseback near the water- 
works. They asked my name and ordered me to come to tlie Oily 
Police Staiion at 10 a. m. Accordingly I went and remained at; 
the Police Siatioa from 10 to 2 p. m. Then, after the evidence 
of Hasnu I’adniasij, No. 10 and Arshad, son of Dr. Mohammad 
Hussain Sahib, had been recorded against me, I was let off. T his 
Arshad had been appearing as a witness in several other cases. 
The case against me was of causing a breach of the peace. 
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Thi siatemml 0 / Miilk son of Bern Ghand^ lihatri^ ^.ge 45^ 
retail shopkeeper^ GtmU Bazar ^Lahore* 

Oa ilie 191:11 April 1919,' a little . before 10 a, m. a Sub-- 
Inspector of Police, with fonr constables hairiog rifles in their haiids> 
stood ifi front of mj shop. The Sab-Inspector told me that my 
shop was id be searchecL I requested him' to show me if he had 
any order for the search. He replied that he had not come without, 
orders# But he did not show the order to me and began to search- 
my shop. After finishing the search of my shop, my house was 
searched, but nothing objectionable was found. He (the Sub-Ins- 
pector) so wrote, and got the signatures of two neighbours on the 
'Writing and asked me to accompany them to the Police Station* 
I requested them to allow me to arrange to close my shop as I had 
no relative to look after my shop. There was only a servant, and 
thus there w-’as a fear of loss. The Sub-Inspector told me to 
accompany him, saying that I wood be soon let off. 1 was 
brought to the shop of Sardar Wadhawa Singh perfumer (Attar) 
and therw the shop oi Sardar Wadhawa Singh was searched and 
lihey took him also along wBh me. ' Both of us were brought to the 
Police Si'atioii (KOTWALI). There- our clothes were searched and' 
Hiy eanings were removed, which according to my religion are not , 
removes ble evesi on death/ 'Notwithstanding my protest, they' 
were reriioved, which pained me -very such. After that the Sub*^ '■ 
Inspector told me that a warrant of arrest against .me had^,_^beea 
issued, and he told me to accompany .him to/ 4he>dock-;up*‘ y.fte 
Sab-Inspector ordered a constable , to #ke.m^d\toihed^-:up/ ’-/Ibe". 
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constalile, who was mi diitj ai the hiefe-iijn af^ke?! me to joit iifl 
fsiy turimii as well as my shoes* I, hacl to pul oil iitith 
iiiy will. I felt Eiueli insttlted ami therefore jeuiiat!- 1, m't’- 
given riatliing to eat or drink. At about 4 jn rn* J was fnkeri owl 
of the ii)ek-tt|^ ami %vas Immleyffed ami the constnblc s weie onlerinl 
to take me to the Telegraph Office. At first, ! wiih. sevru or e.iglil 
other persons wtiB taken to the Telegraph Offiee, ami !ljerefroiie 
after half an Itonr wc were taken to the Ceniral J.tk on iV‘utu The 
disiiuicc is 2 miles. Oar relatives present thuru wetv n^adj lo 
pay Tonga clmrges for as, hut they were told, that to take us in a 
Tonga was prohibited. We begged for i,viiter but it \\as«ot foppliml 
to m* When we reached the Jail it was fi p. m. nearly. We were 
again searched there, put in the charge of a convict. 
were ordered to he put in a cell for grinding corn. We hedged 
he allowed to take a little water beeanse there we s?iw water-pipes, 
but the convict Jamadar did not permit ns and said that we would 
not get water there. Having put, me into a cell, he locked the 
'door. When I asked for water, he pointed to a siimll earthen pot 
lying in the cell saying that there vras water In it for me to drink. 
The earthen pot was very dirty. 

We had to answer calls of nature in the corner of l!ie same 
-cell. There was a small earthen pot to pass liiine. A blanket 
'■and 'oiatting were supplied for -sleeping. I was very miich |jji.iiicjd 
. ...-at^this treatment. I remained in the ceil .for four ilays.' - i caiiJcI 
•neiih<^r eat nor sleep there. All the time, I was plutv^vd in gri^-E, 
'In the cell there were so many mosquitoes that ibtjy not 

•allow rrie a moment’s rest. After intervals of about an Inuir the 
••eoBv.ict Jamadar. used to call us, which meant a' great' di^trirbaiiee 
'In our prayers. On the 2drd of April, 1918 in sh*'* nsorni'ig I was 
■ "brought,. on foot and handcuffed, to the City .Fi/lfre Hr.?,'!! ion. J 
was aceornpanied by, many other arrested perFon>^. iVo • .* 
the constables .'to take Tonga charges from sun* refisn’t innl 
take us in a".-To.nga. ■ But they did not agree to h. As vve!’t; 

-quite hungry- and thirsty' we .reached the police r!?ino!j vAk't gr«;ai 
'difficulty. On the way we avere not perinitU't! to cP-k'ik 'iier tu 

pass urine. ■ 'Oii reaching the Police Staiioiis our \vi*rn 

taken off and we , were put In the lock-ufo Ar O'-'oat 0 fo no 
'we were taken before a Eo.ropean' Officer and ixa you? noyjiied ic< 
give a recogiiizauee of Rs..-200 each. We’, were ai.-o pot u> 

lii'uvo out of' the city and to present' ourselves wLciicut i«'cpnrc/L, 
"Oo the iiioriiing of .the'24th, April,-' a' consiabie tiu-k me m ibe 
Police Station. -The.' whole hay --I.' 'sat c|iiit.e luin^ry oTid rbirHv. 
After 4 . p.'m.T was ordered to be again presen? cm 'the iAi 
day. I .went on the 25th and was finally ndeastal on iln* fining 
.■of the 2fifh. April. 'I was' not told what offence i laid ami 

under what section I had been arrested. The ioei 

had stated that I was one ofv.the: organizers of flarial aiul f was. 
■slio'uti'ng G^^dh! ki . jai.” All the prosecution s were 



rogues, I knew them all. They. appeaTod afmoftl. iuvarirudy 
agaiiivst the people who had been arrested. They w^ere fl or 7 iii iinm- 
ber- Some time two, and some time three, appeared agairnt fjie 
arrested; . people., I .could '.recognise-' ■ others ■ who iisoel ■ to g'i'??! 
6¥ideiic,e against the -accns.ech Nusro and Dewan Jlrahmaii were 
among these. ,, The names of others I don’t know. The iliyJjuioe 
betwee.n the Telegraph Office and the Jail is two miles. One of 
■these , prosecution’ witnesses named Bardar Khan Patoli, Qaiiiii 
■Baz,ar, Lahore, who' is'', also C. I. D. man, used to tutor the 
.people who were to appear .as %ritnesses. I went to the loek-iip 
.on three days and .1 myself, s'aw him doing this there. On the 26ili 
April at .a'bont 4 or 5 p. m. I was set free. I haye been absent 
from Lahore during the //<35rtol days. 
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llie statement o/Sardar W'adfiawa Singh, ^on of Sardar Bkhen SlngJi 
' AUuimlta^ AUar^ age 15 years^ resident Gumti Bazars, Lulmte, 


I 
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On the 19t!i April, 1919, at about half past ten in the ; ffiorii,- 
ing, Nadar Shah Sub-Iospeetor, accompanied by four coBstable.g, 
■eame to my shop. The Thaoedar told me that he had,oo,'ne•^:^ 
search my shop. I allowed them to do so. The search coEtinEed 
for' one hour, hut nothing objectionable was found. .After this the 
Thanedar asked m© to accompany him. to the Police Station. 1 tolii 
him that I would' d'o so after taking my meal. , He askel m«i to 
'take iny .meal, afterwards, because I would’ be set , free very ', soon. 
When we reached the Police Station, the Thanedar' told me*, that. lie. 
had got a 'warrant lor my arrest, and .asked me to let him search 
.inC' .and to go ■,. to, the lock up. My clothes were sabsequently 
southed and I was sent to the lock-up along with a constable. When 
I reached the lock up, a constable, who was posted ihere, asked mo to 
take otf my turban and shoes and get in. I told him ‘that on 
religious grounds, i could not do so. He replied that he wcTild 
.lii.mself take it oif, and, thereby dishonour me. On this, I put off 
my turban and shoes .and remained sitting in the lock up for I’otif 
hours in this ccndltioii. At about tour in the evening w6 
ordered by the inspector of Follco to be sent to the Jail. ?v"’eweire 


some 8 or 9 people In the loek up. We were first taken to the 
Telegraph Office, Imndeoifed in twos, and after reraaiiiing there 
£or halt an l:oiir, ordered to be taken to the JaiL I saiii, am 
•an old man, anti aiii unable to walk. You may take the Tonga fare 
from iny rr’ 

A con stab 

use of a tonga and that I would have to go on foot. , With great 
diilcnjlty we reached the Jaii at about 6 p. m. Our clothes, were 
sea relied and we were put in the cell containing grinding 
stones. The said cell was very .small and’' dirty.,;' and., ,I 
reinained in it for four days* .. Oa Abe ''"'23rd . of 


t’pbttivcs present here and take, me to the Jail' 

told me that they were forbidden to allow any one, the 
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I wriB taki.il to ilie CUy Folieo Station* I gave iiii 
eatioii Etaiiiig Unit I vvus an old man und could tioi walk aU liic 
disteiioe on toot, link no 0110 |niid any lice-ti^ and f wum forrc*! to 
wuUi. I was neillier allowed to drink waiert nor to pasH ifriiiii 
wiiioii resnif.eci in iny further w^eakness. 1 was in «Jai! for 4 liay^* 
I a,?ked for w’liat offence I had been arrested, liit I was toni ihf* ins- 
dsti rot know, as the orders had eome from iiiodior nuthir 
rifles- J am now in shatterccl health, and iluia [ and the uwiuhiH’t‘ 
of uiy family have suffered a 'great- loss. 
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The $tatement of Ohai, ^on of Klaida Yar^ JaU reddeM of Begum\ 

Kot^ iJidL Lahore^ aged 06 years^ wdlk-mlier und 

Begnm Kot is at ,a ■.d3s-iaBee--:-.-0f 3 ,.or 4 milts ficm LtLerc 
Dni’ing the preTalance of . M'a'rtial' Law, my son, Talia ‘VI'ami wa:" 
arrested by the Police, 'and was 'taken handcuffed to the I.aliorc; 
Police Station. He remained-. -iheTe lor that night, ami c-ii llie- 
' -second day. he was produced before:. a Sahib who let him off. About' 
8 or 10 days later, two constables arrested me and took me there. 
They 'also arrested my servant, Kain, and took him along with me.. 
The*" next day the Sahib fined me Rs. 50 (Fifty) and fined Kaln 
" .Es'. 'fSo' A receipt was given. by the S*ahib at the Hotel. hotS or 
10' :days ' after, the Thanedar . came and took it away from me, 

' .saying that, if I did- not 'retnrn it, I would be arri3&ted again. 

' My milk osed to be quite -pure. ■ ' ■ 

Tits statetmni £?/ Jawafeari Lai, son of J at IQthen Dass^ Con feed omfy 
aged d2 years^' Skahalr/d Gate^ Lahore^ 

During the. M-ariial Law period, on the mornisg offhe S/ddifud 
‘lestival'S, twm constables came to mj shop., iiandcoited ii.:c and ;«o]’: 
me to the City Police Station.'- .There iny turban nid wen. 
taken off, and I. was put in the io'ck-up. In spite ot my repeuivd 
entreaties I was rot infomed what offence I Ivud himn 
for. The next morning I was .taken out of the iock-iip, inaroheci 
off to the Punjab Club, and p,roduced before ti Sahib, lie loKi 
me that it had been reported that I had been selling adnlterated 
■ milk, and that I must pay Rs-. 250 - as fine or undergo 6 incuitlis*^ 
ifiipriscnment, ' I replied that .the charge against me 
that I never adulterated any m.i]k, and that I shoiiM be gi'v^ui uti 
.opp'orturilty of prodocing -my evide.nce. I was not iold the liaiiio 
of the person who had .-reported against me nor was tiiiy evitioiiei' 
produced" in ,iiiy -presence-. 'The ;-Saliib told me that he did do: «'aii! 
to hear my evidence, that' I ^ deserved to be flogged, Imt he Inid 
only fined irie .having .regard' to ' iny old age. My sons and 
broihers.,.wko bad followed' 'me, paid the fine and got me rck'aseil 
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242 A 

"Tke statement of Sirdar Habib Ulla Kliao? 

lOth April. Ob the eveiiiBg of the 10th of Aprils Mr. Said J:lah> 
:-'SaBj Mohammad Hassan, Chaadhri Abdtil Ghaiii^ all Barristers, aiici 
= myself were having oiir evening walk on the McLeod road. 
When we neared the G-oveniiiient Post Office we met a cro%vci, mostly 
'Consisting of young boys about 300 in all, which w’’as proceeding from 
the Anarkali side towards the Mall. At this time, as nsnal, a lot of 
-English ladies and gentlemen were driving and walking on the 
road- We advanced a few yards down the .Mall and approached 
the Forman Christian College gate. Here, we saw a European 
Professor of the College in front of the College gate, v/ho was asking 
• a student to come back to the College compound. Some 20 or 30 
people stood there, but none of them showed any hostile feeling 
towards the Professor. The boy obeyed the orders of the Professor 
-and the, people dispersed.' The crowd- was' orderly and had no 
kitif.k-n (sticks), not even walfc.ing, sticks- 'with 'them. They showed 
.no hostile attitude towards the English men and women who happen- 
ed to be present- on the IfalL . Prom.. 'the Ponnan Christian College, 
•we returned back tow.ards the McLe'od- road. ,We were Just at the 
corner facing the General 'Post Office, 'when we heard shots, and 
■saw the crowd rushing back charged by the Po.liee to some distance. 

I have not the slightest doubt that the crowd of boys could have 
been dispersed without resorting to fire-arms. They, did no mis- 'v 
•‘■chief, nor did they destroy any property. ■ 

As to 7M/ arrest. 

On the evening of the llih of April, I got fever and -was down 
■with an attack of Pneumonia. I had not fully recovered, when to 
'Diy surprise, on the evening of the 5th of May, I was arrested and 
sent to the Centrai Jail, Lahore, where I was kept in the condemn- 

■ ed cell for -about a laonthe In spite of my repeated ref|ucsT 5 to 'the 

■ Superintendent.Oi the Jail, that- a's- 1 ' was. not keeping good health 
'I should be transferred to the European w^ard or to some better 

place, I was kept in the same cell, and he paid no attention to my, 
request. The treatment, accorded to us all throughout the time, . 
was horrible. The food ?fag very bad. I was refused even the 
medicine which V70,3 prescribed by my doctors. We were five ■ 
persons in the condemned cells, and -were hardly allowed out of ojar 
respective cells for more than an hour in -a 'day* ’ . Barly in 

' ' ' k 's , 

' ■ r r- f , '• ^ '' 
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wi^ were trarihCcrrei! to a barracjk^ ’vvljere iil)OGi HO of wvn* pul I 
tt»|4ellier« Tlie food was sligliily better, aiol we wfM^e a!.so ui ■; 

to roc’idve fruit froitour frieods. Altboiif^li we paii! fur cur Tuod i 
and were prepared to pay irioro for better stall', yci iliis \ci- uoi 
a!l#wct!« My trial lasted for about 11 iiiotitli anti u lialf. Xc iiiivj’cr 
fro35 orit:dde Lahore was allowed by the Conioiis^luiu A- tlir Ituol- , 
1144 coimsel 0! Lahore were laostly wihiesseis in luirdly 

aoT first class comiisel was available. Most of eoniiuctud our !; 
own cases. I want to draw attention to ilie jiulgmcnt in ,tlic Luliorc | 
ease, -wliLere the Martial Law Commission says about my case:— I 
** The case against him is largely based on misconceptions. 

Bpc.ecli on the 9 th March was in support of a compromise 
to avoid the SaUjagtaha vow and that of the 6th April has been I 

misinterpreted by the prosecution, as the result of a mistake which | 

is now admitted. He did not attend the mosque meetings, and he 
was' 'uot responsible ior his election to the harkd committees* I 
Indeed, after the 9 tli of April, he took no part in any of the pro* 

- . ceedings.”. And yet I was kept in jail for two months, and los't my: " vj 

health and reputation. 

Xhad a mind to proceed to England for further stuciieiu anti ■ . ,:uj 

had applied for a passport in March, 1819 . After mj acquittal, I 

'saw the District Magistrate and asked him to xecommeiid me for | 

Ihe granting of a passport, but I was told that the "Panjiib Cvoverri*- 

. ment was not prepared to - grant passports to people who were in^ 

any wav connected with -the- disturbance. ■-vf 

■ " ^ . ■ ' '''''"""I 

However, after my repeated protests and ask'h'g tl?.e auLhori- 

■ ties to give their, reply in writing, I w’'a£’ granted a pas^qai,:. ca 
20.fch of September, when it was too late for lac to [proceed to 
Bagland, ■ .:X': 

My movements are'.ivatched 'by ■' the C. 1 . 1 )., anti it is not 
pleasant at all for me to go .about with the C. 1. 1), dogging my 
footsteps. _____ 

242 B 

ThestatementqfmA€,C.mt&shUM.V.,Pnrtch)aloflKe 

Hommopatkic Medical College^ Lakore. 

11 ), . Diiringthe War, ! .was Recruiting Secretary 01 All India 
Ksliatriy.a Sabha. Through, my influence as Priiicipa! 0! the 
H0ma3o,pailaic Medical G^ollege, the Executive Council of the said 
College offered the services of 60 students and the College staff to 
Mis Excellency the Vieeroj and Governor General of India* 
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( 2 ^^ Agum^ the Bixecat-iye Goaneil of the Colle^jc, in a li'ttpr 
ciated 6 tli of Jioie, 11116, placed at the disposal of the (joveriitiioni 
the Colh^ge Pharmacy containing medicines worili iihoat Es* 
I 65 OOO, 10 beds for the wounded soldiers in the College Huste!, and 
a Fiat moior ^ar worth abouIRs. 6 , 000 , and the bnngalinv of the, 
floYernor of the College at Pakmpnr, Distt. ICangni, for their iibc^ 
Ail .these clfe.rs we.i'e highly appreciated by'the (lovefiiwiexit*.. .. 

^ . ’Notwithstanding' these services, I was arrested and placed 
on iiiy iri.aL along wiEi the .others, the, Lahore Leaders, in what is 
known .as the Lahore ' Conspiracy case, in, which ' most 'Of . ■ ns werey 
cl'iarge-d wltib conspiring to wmge war'xinder' the following" circiiia-*"' 
ataiiees : — 

(4) I aiteiided a meeting ©i the 6 ih of April, 1919, on whieli; ■■ 
■day a geseral hartal was observed at Lahore, and I read ' ' a poein;' ; 
which was p?irt'iciilarly meant to pacify the public feeling against,, 
the Rowlatt Act and to nrge confidence in His Majesty^ the 'King- 
Emperor, bat iiiiforinnately the reporter of the Crimina! lav.est'i- ■ 
.gation Dcpartme,at distorted and- misrepresented the pirrp,ori',,,;ot:, 
tlie' poea, and wesit so far as to omit the most important verses,: 
i»e., Severn' verses out of 16, w^hieh omission was admitted sttbs.e- 
cjnentlj' by llie' Criminal Investigation Department witnesses- ■(mie ^ 
P, W.. ,21 and P. W. 22).; The correct-summary of the ,poe.rfl'W'a 8 

, :reprod.'£iced in the issues of the Punjabi ’V and the ‘‘ Tribune,’''^ : 
dated,' the 8 . 1 I 1 of April, 1919, and placed before/the ,Coiir't;'bj the,' 
Criminal Inv€stig;ation Department, (trlde P. 56). .. 

(5) It is Important to mention that there were three repor-- 
iers of the Criminal Investigation Department preseot at the 
meetiDg of the (>lh April, who made a combined report, the original 
.'OE which was asked for, but they said the.y had destroyed it. 

. ( 6 ) .During the Jiarial, a Langar (feeding shop) was. started' 

■finder the supervision of Mrs. Kershaw, an Anglo-Indian iacly,,. 
with a view to relieve distress among the poor washermen of Dhobi 
Mandl and other menials of the Government Offices situated around, 
the place, and who were hard hit by the hartaL The kitchen was 
closed only on the day on which Government arrangements were- 
made for the rationing of the aforesaid menials, consequently, - the 
menials and the washermen did not strike work* '.,y 

The police totally misrepresented the facts about this Langar 
kkrma, as wag subsequently held by the Martial I^aw, Comtuissfon itt 
iheir JudgmenL 
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(7) I was arrested on the 16th of April, 1919. I was hand- 
onffed in the Telegraph Office and was asked to gii on the ground 
by a Police Officer, which I was 'reluctant to comply with. I was 
then sent to Jail handcuffed, on foot, gna'rded by the police with 
fixed bayonets. Again, before the trial began, I was brought hand- 
cuffed from the Central Jail to the Police Court, a distance of 
about two miles, on foot, on a hot summer day, under Police 
Ouard, with fixed bayonets. 

(8) I was confined in a solitary cell for about a month and 
a half and was not allowed to come out at all for the first few days. 
On my telling the Jail medical officer, * ‘Doctor, either kill me or cure 
me,*’ I was allowed the concession of a 15 minutes’ walk In 

(9) During the first fortnight, my wife and brother were 
allowed to interview me for a few minutes once a week only in 
construction of the Jail Rnlesi though I w^as an under-trial prisoner. 
These interviews were allowed under disagreeable and humiliating 
conditions, and were disallowed during oiy illness for about three 
weeks. During all this period, my ' wife, wffio w-as pregnant, was 
subjected to unnecessary anxiety about my health. She came day 

after day for about 24 days to have an interview with me, but was 
mot allow’-ed. 

(10) The treatment meted out to me in the Jail resulted in 
:mj getting two attacks of syncope ' due to heart disease; and' I 

had to be kept in the Jail Hospital for 10 days for treatment. 

(11) For the first few days I was supplied with the ordinary 
•Jail food and covering. The solitary cell in which I was put was 

■ most unhealthy, and during my confinement there I was compelled 
to sleep on the ground. 

.. .(12),, ,AI1 .this humiliation and ill treatment was meted out to 
',-'..me,not on account of any illegal act 0 ! mine, but simply .because, 
the men to whom the administration of Martial Law was con- 
fined were callous, inhumane, and unable to appreciate the ^vorfc 
■done by the Indian subjects of the King-Emperor. They were 
.^oppressed by the ill-founded and imaginary Idea that there was 
a conspiracy against the Rule of the King-Emperoi. 

242C . 

The statement of Pirbuksli, son of Wadhamy age 2o gears, 
Milk-seller^ residing in Bara Durtcaza^ Muzmg, Lahore* 

' About the 31st of May, the m-ilkman who supplies my shop 
with milk, and whose name Is Karam Ilahi, brought milk betweeu 
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'12 and 1 to my shop. Before cmtering the Barar he had to pass 
4he Oetroi post oa the Ferossepar road, where a Maaicipal officer 
*'«xainiaes aad passes the milk. He came to my shop after the milk 
'was passed. As he came to ’my shop, a European put a small bottle 
in the milk and filled it. The milkman, on being asked, said that 
■he had brought the milk after getting it passed for me. Thereupon, 
our names were noted down. About 10 days later, some police 
constables came to my shop and handcuffed me and took me to 
Faleitri\s. Hotel. The milkman had also been brought there. An 
English officer, I think his name was Frank Johnson, asked the 
■milkman whose milk it was. He said it .was his and he had brought ■. 
-it for ino, alter gettiag it passed by the Municipal officer.' He then 
• asked him whether the milk -was of his own cow ; the milkman said 
it was not, b'oi that he had purchased it .from the neighbouring' 
Tillages aiid’sold it to 'me. He also said, he was not guilty of any ^ 
■offence, and that if any water had been mixed, it must have been 
'previous to the sale to me. I was not asked any question. ■ The 
medical man who had examined the milk said that water had been 
mixed in, it. Thereupon, I was fined Rs* 50, and the milkman.. 
Esv20. . 

The fine inflicted on me was. unjust, as the milk had not even- 
come into my possession. It was taken away whilst still in the 
.possession of .my seller. 

242 D 

The aiaiement 0 / Kaloo, son of Imam I) in^ age 35 years^ Moslim 
milksell€i% redding in the Bara Bazar ^ Muzanr/i Lahore. 

I keep a shop to sell milk. My shop is near that of Pir Bukhsh 
"who has just been examined in my presence. The same man sup- 
.. plies milk to our shops. On the same day, and at the same time (as 
is mentioned in his statenient), when the milkman brought milk 
to my shop, a soldier took a bottleful- from hiS' vessel and noted 
down my name. Tea day.3 later,' I. was taken handcuffed along 
with Pir J3uklish and fined Rs. 50 without having cooi'initted any 
offence, for, I had not even, taken possession of the milk. 

242 E 

'.The statement of Boda, son of Kamm Dln^ age 49 years^ Moslim^ 

iaboiirer^ ' residing : in the Mozang^Mehr Fane Lane, Lahore^ 

On the 16th of April last, L on the day we learnt of the 
i aired uc 14 on ol Martial Law, as. I. '-'was returning after saying 
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my praycns ai the MoFC|tic hi our Mohallfi a few paceH frotii any 
lioiise, 1 was arrested by tliree 'European soldiers unci two jiolier, 
peons. Tills was before the eurfew gun bud been fireiJ ; in it 
was fired some two miiirites after my arrest. I was asked, ** Wlmri*' 
liave ycm come from?” I replied, I had co!iipJ!ix)iii iIk) moscfinv 
I was told to suiiid. I said the gun had not yet been fired, srml 
fiiWi. I iiiiglit be allowed to go. T'his \?as refiised and I was kLcii 
to ibe. (lock-up) where I was kepi tbe wdiole nigiifc. Next, 

morning, I wois taken to a place in Ariiirkali near ibe market, 
where other arrested persons were also collected. I was asked 
whether I had been out after 8 p. m. I replied that at, the, 
lime I was out, the gun bad not been fired. I also told the officer^ 
that I was returning from the mos<^ue after prayers. One o! the 
" 'Buiopean soldiers who had arrested me was yirescnt/and he said 
that he had arrested me after 8.p. m., W'hieh was not true. The 
officer ordered me to receive 8' stripes. I wus stripped naked and 
only a small loin cloth was given to cover myself. This cloth was 
dipped in a copper solution which was kept there in a bottle, 

. ; from the jail flogged me so hard as to cause- 

wounds which bled. Owing to the loin cloth having been dipped 
in the capper solution, iiijiiries ^ were ' aggravated and . cce/asioBetl 
■ Mnuch greater pain, and, 'the' wmiinds did not heal till one, month 
\ alter. I was being treated for -the iB-jiiries during all th'i,t time®. 
Three others w^ere flog*ged at the same time as mys-jlf. Many 
persons had collected to see us being flogged, Amcrg them were 
many European men and womeiij who were laughing at the sight. 
Of the three' men flogged with me one was aged about 33 or 35., 
Ee w’^as thin and not good in health. He received 18 stripes^ He 
fainted at the time. 'He' v/as carried home towards the Ohi 
Anarkali by some people ■ present there. I learnt- on the 3rd day 
'that:this man died, the day.after the flogging. 

242 F 

The statement of Ilani Din> son of Dil Mohammaif age 27 gears, 
Muslim^ Lumbardar of Muzang, culticating kls O'Wn land, 
residing at present at Bhundpura, Muzang, Lahere, 

On the 16th of April, when Martial Law was pronaulgated^ 
as I was returning after my evening prayers from the mosqne, I 
was arrested by the same persons who had arrested Boda, who is 

present here. I and Boda were together at the time. The curfew 
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gun had not been fired. My house was 10 paces from where I was 
ar rested* I loo was talieri to the kavaldt^where I was kept the wliole 
aigliL Next morning, I was taken to the market In Anarkali arid 
then sent to the Delhi' Gate.' 

I was questioned at the Delhi Gate as to where 1 was coiiiiiig 
from at the time of my arrest. I mid I was coming from the mos- 
que. 1 did not recognise any of those who ■ had. arrested me. No 
one ga¥e e'vldenee against me, whi'lst I told' the oificer' .that I I'laci 
been arrested before the gun fire. 

He said-; No, you were out after 8 P. m. and were arres-;' 
led'' 

fie took no notice of mj delcBce and ordered me to 'receive 8' 
stripes. I was stripped and a thin piece of cloth dipped in a blue 
soIiiiioE was gi'ven to rue to put e-ii, and then I was given five.* 
sfcripes, i could not bear the pain and shrieked out loudly, where'- 
upon the other three stripes were remitted. 

The flogging caused wounds which became inflamed anci pus 
was formed. It took some- twenty 'days’ 'tre-atmeni to make the 
wmiinds heal. Five others were flogged along with me. 

A large crowd had gathered .'.to' see us'. -There, were some Euro- 
|.jean3 in it. Pome of those flogged were unable to walk and had to 
'be.'car.ried away in tongas. 


242 0 

27ie atatemeiii of Imam Din, son of Allah Dad^ age 30 years^ 
gardener, Mamt Mokalla^ 

Mozang^ Lahore. 


Diirfng 'the prevalence of Martial Law I wms at Lahore. One 
evening, as I viras returning after prayers from our mosque,'! 
happened to stop at the water stand nera* my house 'to wash my 
hands, when I was suddenly seisjed by a European soldier who took 
me to the lock-up* 1 was kept there the whole night. la the 
morning, I was taken to the Delhi Gate and placed before a 
European*. He questioned me, and I told him what had happened* 
Without asking me for any evidence he ordered that I should’ 
receive eight stripes. I was flogged in the Delhi Gate CJwwh^ 
I was stripped and given a piece of cloth to hide my nakedness, 
tied to a post, and flogged. Many .people, had gathered/ there’.. 
Four other persens,. too, were flogged in my presence, Bcda,' 
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Ham Din, Behari Lai Khansaman, and Jajik, a coachman. The man 
who flogged me was a sweeper. For three months I was nnablc to 
do any work, and even now I have not quite recovered from the 
effects. I was arrested before the curfew gun had been fired. It was 
fired some five minutes after my arrest. At the time of arresting 
me the soldier said in Urdu, ‘ Who has allowed yon out this ^imc of 
the night)?’ I said the curfew gun had not been fired. He said, 
“ Oh, you know that, do you?” Another soldier told him to let 
me go, bat he seized me, and as he was taking me away, the gun was 
fired. 

I had to spend about Bs. 100 or 125 for medical treatment, 
had to borrow this amount. 

/ 242 H . 

The statement of Joseph Jarvis^ age 25 years^ bearer in 
the Asylum^ LahoTe* 

The day after the promulgation of Martial Law^ I had to go 
with my master’s tonga to the parade ground. I was kept there 
■till late in the afternoon, before a permit was giTen to me. I 
hastened home as there was no one to prepare food for my childrens 
•■as my wife was d^ad. I prepared some bread, but had no milk ; sol 
' ; my master and asked him for some money, at the same 
time telling him that I w^as afraid of being late and thus breaking 
the Curfew order. My master said there was plenty of time ; so I 
went and fetched milk. As I got out of my verandah, a soi- 
. v :^die^, who ' was .questioning others, called me there 3 3,,iid .lourebed me 
•off to the Thaua, though I told him thatthe gun had not been fired. 
He said, * It is past eight, so come along.’ I passed the aigiit bun.” 
gry and thirsty at the havalat. JText morning I was handcuffed, 
first' to the .market^' and then to the Delhi Gate. Aii 
English officer asked me what I had to say. I told him what I have 
.-Btated above. He said It was a lie and ordered me to receive 8 
•stripes. I was then stripped and a small peice o! tmlmai dipped 
in a solution was given to me to wrap round my body. The solu- 
tion was blue. I was then flogged. 1 bled from the wounds. The 
■■wounds got inflamed owing to the .solution and caused greater pain. 
..,.:, .- .:--EGrnne mo.nth and more I' suffered great pain, ihough .I '.was getting 
.-the sores treated. A large crowd .had gathered .to . see the flogging.^ 
do ^ not, recollect seeing other Europeans, besides the officials. 
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I was Tiimble to walk hoaie. I had to hire a 
others flogged there. The persons flogged were naahlc to siami or 
cwen pnt'iTii their clothes. The men who flogged tliern Imd to tii) 
clothes rooiid their Tictims. I saw two men flogged before me* 
One o! them could not even get np. 

242 J 

The state men f. of Mchr Dln^- -son ^0^ 60 years, 

Aialiomedan^ veddmt of Mozang, Lahore^ 


Aboiii , the 16 th or 17th of' April, I, was xe^nraing^ill thh 
evening after saying prayers at the mosque and had, got as .far' aS', 
'the Temple road, when I was arrested by three English soldiersr 
with whom were two policemen. One of the English soldiers. 
.knewT me as I used to .sell him bread. Tt .was' this .snail 'w’'h.#^ 
arrested me. I was kept in the Mozang hamlat daring .: the 
and in the morning I was taken near the Anarkali market.'''^ A’m 
officer came there who ordered that half the men arrested were to 
be kept there, and the other half sent to the Delhi Gate. 

I ' p.laced before Messrs. Clarke, Ghalasii . Hnasain an^^^^^^^^^ 
others. I waB asked w^hether, I knew abont Martial Law. J 
.said I did, bat that I was arrested- jnst by my bouse. ■ I was abon^^^^^ 
50 - paces off- .when the gnu was fired and I was seized at once.'-'''T 
was fined 5 rupees. At the time of my;', arrest, my servant Boda- 
was with me; he too was Arrested. ' He was ordered to receiveto; 
stripes. He was flogged at the flogging- post at the market. ■ ry-,' 
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the statement of Abdul Qafur, son of Ahmad Bo.khsk, 
age 25 years, motor fitter, Muslim, residing in 
Mozang, Lahore, 


Lasts April, I was serving as a fitter in the Antomobile Ageney. .. 
One days the Hon’ble Mr. Jastice Leslie Jones came to the 
Company’s Office and asked £or a motor car on hire for one month 
with a driver. The Company snpplied him with one and sent me 
to drive it. After I had been one week with him, Martial Law 
was introduced in Lahore and the ear was taken over by the 
Military. After I had worked night and day for two weeks, 1 
had occasion to ask for leave of absebce for two honrs. As I was- 
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'aiirt!>Ie io exiduiii inj iicsecHmtj in Englinh, f spoke to enc AMol 
Karim who waB phieeil ovnr ns drivers as he knew Koglinlu lli? 
tohl me io go, rimiertukiiig to explain inaitors Io M,ji|or Ward 
iiiiiler w!ii)j.;e orders we luid been working, 1 eaine liointg ionk my 
mciil, »Bil taking itiy ctoihes I retiirnecl to tlie (kuiioiiraimt. 
Major Ward saw me and enquired where 1 had keen, and hy whost 
orcliHo I told him I had gone home after speaking io Ahdiil 
Karim who had nndertaken to explain mailers, Abdii! Karim 
being sent for, he denied having given me permissiun. W ittionl 
making any enquiries, Major Ward sentenced me to 12 stripes and 
three months’ imprisonment. Some fifty other motor drivers were 
present. They told the Major that they knew that permlssi^^^^g^-, 
been given by Ahdal Karim and reqnestedi him not to'dSklso 
harshly with me. The Major 'said, ""he wished to hear bo one 
what Abdtti Karim had s'aid was true. -4 was flogged Ihen and 
there by a soldier and then sent to the Central Jail in a motor 
oar. Through a friend of mine I sent uiforruatlooi to thb Hoa’bie 
Mr. Leslie Jones of the trouble In which I had got, but he seal 
word ,th^i^ as: 'the: order : had been passed aoder Martial Law, Iis 
'''/vc'OiiM. not interfere in the matterp. After one month and tea days, 
iny mother got Malik Umar Hyat- Khan to take steps on my 
bebalL H to tbe Cantonment Magistrate wbo sent for , me. 

and heard my story. 'He said ■|itiatiiS‘"i>faMk Umar Hay at Khan ' ' 
bad written on my behalf, he would order my release^a'iid i was. 
'-released accordingly. ... , 

.1 .suffered agonies in 'the Jail for soma 15 or 20 days as the 
.pai'n from the flogging did not allow ma to sleep. 



242 L 

The statemmt 0 / Fakir moior d-'k:;r^' 

in the service of the Likore faxi Gar Compfin^^ 
residmp at Lahore. 


.-D'uring .the prevalence of Martial Law^ when I was in the 
.■service o!„K’awab' Mahomed A.fzal Khan, one A;|')dhia N'ath, artotlicr 
motor' driver.,. asked me whether -I, would care to piirc!i.ise a molar 
wheel and a tyre for my-, master’s car, as he had some spare ones 
for sale., .1 iook:Rs..,80 from. my master and purchased iliem. On 
getting information that they had been st;oleu, I went to Major 
Ward’s driver aiid..a.sked'Kim..what'I should do. He said ho would 
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ask his master and let me know. He called his master, who had 
all the motors under him, and at his command I tetcluid Jn 
tyre ami the wheel which he placed in his own motor. Then lie 
sent £or Ajodhia Nath. We were kept at the Quarter Gnard for 
the night. Next morning we were placed before an officer who 
sentenced Ajodhia Nath to six months’ and me to three months’ 
imprisonracut. 

I was unnecessarily punished, for I had given information the 
moment I learnt that the articles were a stolen property. 

242 M 

Tke isPiiement of Karim Bakhsh, son of Mohammad Bakhr^k^ 
ayed< 32 t/e irs, MosUm^ a tonga driver^ residimt of 
Dkolanwal, District Lahore^ 


I am a tonga driver at- present. Daring the prevalence of 
Martial Law, 1 owned a tonga. This was impressei by the military, 
-in all, about; 250 tongas were; impressed. Oar troubles were :• — ' 
(1) Tfiat althoagh we were .. promised 15 per month,, 
many of ns were paid , only Es. 11 after the irst 
moiath. . 

Tbe food allowanee for onr horses, viz , 3 ,)>inds 'grani ' 
and 10 poands of hay was wholly in id 
We coaid never refuse to carry a. Europe. in, tbonyh our 
hcirses might iiavo been quite tired, as in , the 
■ case of conaplamts, v/e ware iiabie to be ii >ggeci.« ' ' 

If 'we tookiip any of our friends or relavioas, wa ware 
fined or,' flogged. ^ 

We had to remain at the beck and c,all of lihe authorities 
the vt^hole time. 


( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

(5) 


The datemoit c/Kafloo. so^i of PnhwH; K%n'vif m^e 23 gears^ 
a dkohi^ reddiag in the componad oj k ^tki So. o, 

7tear the MalL 


The day Martial Law was •proclaimed at Lih:>re, I had to go 
to see my father-in-law who was to go.. to the hills with his master* 
I went to Mian Mir Kotin where he" lived. As I wi'i returning in 
the evening and had got as far as the Lientenant-'Jovemoir’S'ho n-se. 
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an Englipli goldinr pierced me on the buttock ■with hia bayonet, anu 
as I ttirncd round and taced him, he seized mo by the arm. At timi 
time the curfew gun had been not fired, but as it ■was cIo'JC uja, n 
night, I intended to pass the night at the residence of my brolitt r 
■who ■was living close to the place ■where I was wounded. The gun 
■was fired after I had been ■svonnded. The soldier took me to ihn 
Anarkali lock-up where I passed the night. The next morning, f 
was placed hefore an officer at the Telegraph Office. Both Mr 
(31arke, Police Superintendent, and my master. Major D. H. 
Vanrenen -wrote notes on my behalf and I was let off. 

1 don’t knovr why I was bayoneted. The man 
and arrested me was not at the Telegraph Office in the moi 
No one gave evidence against me. I remained ill for oivv 
month. 
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T/^e statement oflm^m Din, ^on of Meliar Din^ Moslem^ age S3 ?jears.. 
shopkeepe7' a7id basket maht^ rending in Amr/mli^ 

Changar Mokaila^ Lahore* 


O'H the lOth of April all the shops in ihe bazar were closeii 
©wing to the This inconvenieneed ns greatly, as we were 

Mable to get fionr, etc* ' ■'Mj consin had a bakery below the 
Gaiety Theatre, from where I fetched bread and flour on the llih, 
Again, OB the' 12th, I went to that shop to get our bread. I tool: 
some bread and four seers o£ flonr, and -iold mj brother to elosi. 
his shop, as troops had been stationed all about tliC 2 '’C', si ad !J:: 
ifEight^'gel looted. TU at.abont 10, or 11 a. m. I aiul iny 
■ hxo'thex aft shop- got ent by a back door info the lane 

behind the Theatre, and went by '/it to the Hira Maiidi Ohank, 
where on one side people we.re .'coming from the town, an cl on the 
.:.:.®ther, from the-Badshahi mosque. On the two |mrties meeiliig li: 
the chank, ' the '.place became oYerfnl, and I began to fear lhaf 
o'or food would be lost in the crowd. We therefore got on the 
front boards of a shop and stood there. IVe had ha rciij taken 
up our position, when.^ shots "were fired from the v/est to the 
and I at ©nee fainted, and'' so"' dldnH know what had occiirmL 
When I regained conscioosness the next clay, I foaiic! that I had 
.::4)ee.n:^'.w^ shots- in fonr- places, all on the right side of 

■jiiy body.';''.; Two^ shots^ w from my leg. I hare still 
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one remaining in the back of my right hand between the 
index finger and' the|middle finger, and another near' my::r 
testicle. These two I have not got removed, as I am afraid, being 
weak. 

I remained on my cot for some 25 days. Then a Thanedar 
named Tota Singh and a Sergeant came to me and said that there 
was a theft case in which I would have to give evidence. I knew 
nothing about the theft, but they said I had either to testify, or 
get some one else to do so. 

The next day Mirza Moazim fieg, an Inspector in the Criminal 
Investigation Department came to me and said that I had to do 
as Tota Singh had said. I said I wonld not tell a lie, but might 
find some one else to do it ; so he took me in a tonga. At the 
Delhi gate I met a friend to whom I spoke abont this. He said 
that telling such a falsehood would be a great sin, and so the 
matter had better be dropped. Mirza then took me inside the 
police court, where he said there was no case in which evidence 
was to be given, but that I was brought there, as I had been 
wounded, and that I should give a recognizance bond for Rs. 300, 
and go away till called for. I did this and went home. 

The next mbrning a sepoy came and took me away, and I was 
allowed to go home in the evening. This went on for 5 or 6 days. 
At last, at the police court I told Mirza to do what he liked with 
me instead of knocking me about in that fashion. He told me that 
the matter would be decided that very day. He ordered my 
person to be searched that evening, and after this I was placed in a 
lock up. My mother beseeched an English Officer of the 0. I. D. and 
^ Abdul Aziz, Superintendent, 0. I. D. to bail me. This was done and 
I was freed that night. About 10 or 12 days later, Mirza Moazim 
Beg came in a motor car and took me to the Sessions Court. I was 
placed before the Martial Law Tribunal along with some 15 
others. We were told that our oases would be decided on the 
14th or 15th of May, and we were all sent to the Central Jail. 
We were brought on the 14th, when some policemen gave evidence 
that we had been fired at as we were in the crowd. We were asked 
to name our witnesses. Each one mentioned some 15 or 20, but 
only two witnesses for each were examined. Mason mistri Jalal- 
din and my cousin Kulloo, at whose shop I had purchased bread, gave 
evidence on my behalf. We were sent to the Jail that evening, 
and were again placed before the Tribunal the next day. I was sen- 
tenced to 20 years’ imprisonment on the ground, that I could not 
say I was not in the crowd, for my wound proved the contrary. 
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The statemoM of Shiraj Din* «on of Mehar J)in, aged 28 yearn, hoga 
driver, Moslim, residing in Mosavg, Lahore. 


Daring the prevalence of Martial Law, Curfew Gun was fircJ 
at 9 p. m. One night, a European stopped luy tonga as T was 
passing at 8-45 p. m. by the General Post Office and asked me to 
take him. As it was near the Gun time, I told him that I could 
not take him. He slapped me twice or thrice and struck my 
horse also, and forcibly placed his wife in the tonga. He made me 
drive through the Mall to Lawrence Gardens, then by Cooper D 
to his house which was on the Mooltan Boad. This drive must 
have taken one hour and a half. My tonga being a rubber 
tyred one, my fare would be 14 as., but he paid me only 8 as. which 
I accepted. I asked him to give me a note to enable me to get to 
my stables, as, otherwise, I might be arrested for breach of the 
Curfew order. He gave me a note, at the same time took down 
my num-ber. 

Eourdays later, the Darogha (Inspector) of tongas came to me 
with his peon and said that I was wanted by a Sahib and took me 
to the Chiefs’ College, and from there to Palette’s Hotel. There I 
was asked by Col. Frank Johnson whether I had declined to give the 
to the Sahib, for the Sahib had written that though his 
wife was suffering from stomach ache, I had refused it to him. 
The Sahib himself was not present. His name was Ceogh, and he 
was a Magistrate. I replied that I had done so, as I was afraid 
of the Curfew Gun being fired. Col. Frank Johnson said, “ You 
must not refuse a European,” and sentenced me to receive 10 
stripes. 

I was then taken to the Central Jail, Lahore, and flogged. My 
hands and feet were fastened to the flogging post, after being strip- 
ped naked, and a small cloth was tied round my waist. The sweeper 
at the jail flogged me, and then I was allowed to go. 

I suffered much. I could not work for 8 or 10 days. 

242 Q 

The statement of Fakira, sm of Jibbo Purbimya, age 25 years, 
serving ordinarily as a bearer, residing at Monang, Lahore. 

The day after Martial Law had been proclaimed, I had gone to see 
ft Mend -in the evening. As I was returning home, I was arrested. 



Lahore— No. % oonU^r 342 R* '340~*(l5) 

The curfew gun had been fired at that time. When I left my Mend 
I was in hopes of getting home before gun fire but I failed to do so* 
I was arrested and taken to the lock-up where I passed the night. 
Next morning I was. taken to the Anarkali chowk square where I was 
sentenced to receive 8 stripes. There were in all 11 persons arrested. 
Half of them were flogged at the chowky di,uA. the other half at the 
Delhi Gate. I was taken to the Delhi Gate, where I was stripped 
naked and snpplied with a piece of cloth which was first dipped in 
a blue solution to be then wrapped round my person. I was tied by my 
legs and hands to a triangle and flogged by a Pathan from the Jail. 
I was struck with a cane about the thickness of my index-finger. 
The cane too was first moistened with the blue solution. I was unable 
to walk and so was taken home by my brother in a turn- turn. I re- 
mained ill for nearly two months. It took nearly the whole of that 
time for the wounds to heal. I had to lie on a cot as I was unable to 
sit up. I was flogged on the buttocks. 

242 R 

The statement of Ml ChanA^ ^on of Lala Dhamm Chand, age 40 years^ 
clerk in the Punjab Mutual Hindu Family Relief Fmid^ Lahore. 

On the 7th of April, my wife was delivered after great difficulty, 
in oonsequeoce of which she became very weak. Her condition be- 
coming very serious by the IQtb, I went to fetch Dr. Maharaj 
Krishna, in Sayad Mitha found that his dispensary was 

closed. I did not know exactly what to do. In order to go to Tkakar^ 
dwar I went towards Hira Mandi, and found a big crowd there. When 
I passed out of the crowd, the Police did not allow me to go further and 
turned me backc I saw a large number of Police there. As I turned 
back and got mixed up with the crowd, I was struck by buck-shots. I 
received two wounds. I walked to Dr. Gopi Chand’s house who treated 
me. I was taken to the kotwali on the 14th or 16th day and my 
bail taken for Es. 1000. On the 12th of May, I was taken hand- 
cuffed to the Central Jail from the Sessions Court. On the 14th my 
trial began. On the 12th I gave a list of my witnesses. About 10 
witnesses were examined on my behalf. There was only one witness 
against me. Me said, I had a stick and I was shouting out “ Mahatma 
Gandhiki I had never seen the man nor knew him. My neigh- 

bours deposed to the ill health of my wife. I was convicted of waging 
war against the King and sentenced to 20 years. 
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When I went to Dr* Gopi GhancFs house there ware two or 
wotmcied persons there ; subsequently the number increasocl to seveii 
or eighi / . 

During the three days I was an nnder-trml prisoner, I was placeii 
"in . the same oellas convicted persons. I remained practically without 
food, .as it was i.iiipossible to eat what had been provided for ns* 

. ' After conviction, we were kept ; in cages in which a man conhl 
not even stand. On the 20th of May, I fell very ill, I told the Jamadfir 
to report to the Jailor, that I might be removed to the liospitel. lie 
said, he conld not do so, I said What will happen if 1 
said If yon die we will throw yonr body away. On the 
taken to the hospital and a bnok shot was removed from my 
With me were tried Lala Bhagwan Das, Pandit Dewan Chand, Lala 
Chanda Ram, Lala Karam Ohand, Siraj Din, Peroze Din, Imam Din, 

Anant Ram, and others. 

342 S 

The statement of kta Mohanied, age 22 years, Managing 
Froprietor A. M, John and Company^ book-sellers^ 

Anarkali^ Lahore^ 

On the 10th of April, I had gone out for a walk, and I got mixed 
np with the crowd that came on the Mall and received two buck shot 
wotinds on the thigh of the left leg* The shots passed through, 

I then drove to the Mayo Hospital. It was about 7-30 p. m. I 
was nnconscions then. Two or three gentlemen were with me, one 
being Mr. Lnbhoo Ram, snhseqnently convicted in the matter of the ^ 
Badshahi Mosque affair. There were several other wounded at the ) 

Hospital when I got there. 

A student of the Medical College attended on me, and dressed my 
wounds for abont | an hour when the Superintendent of the Hospital 
came and did nothing better than merely asking how 1 was. He said, 
he would come the next day and see what could be done. No food, 
or milk was given me from the Hospital, My grand-father sent food 
for me. 

The Doctor in charge, named, I think, Mohamed Ali, was requestod 
to allow a servant of mine to remain with me, but he refused and 
I was alone for the whole night. 

The next morning the doctor came, but did not examine me, and 
left it to the student to dress my injuries, ^ x 
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My nnolecame and re quested that the .wotinds might be examined 
by means of X rays/bnt that reqiiest too was 

' As I was suffering great pain in the foot arising from the wonndsj ■ 
some medicine for application was brought by the medical student 
which I placed under my pillow. When a European nurse came there 
she took the bottle away and, on my asking her the reason for this, she 
said, Because you are a traitor, we are not going to treat you,’’ 

I was gimn some medicine which made me unconscidns, and I passed 
the night in that condition. 

On the 3rd day, I was told by some of the students that I was to 
be arrested. ! 

There were seven or eight other patients Iwith similar wounds. 
They too were complaining that they were not being attended to. 

On the 14th of April, I tried to leave the hospital on account of the 
bad treatment, though I could not walk propm§dy. 

As 1 was leaving, I was arrested and M^en back to the Hospital, 
and was badly treated by the Poj^^ ^ 

A European Inspector of Police then came and asked me to explain 
why I had attempted to go ptfway. I said, I was being badly treated, 
therefore I thought it useless to remain there^ 

After the Inspector hki left, Dr. Mohammad Ali came and severely 
repremanded me for having tried to leave the Hospital. 

Prom that time a guard began to be placed over us. My father 
came that evening to see me, but he was turned away on the ground that 
I was under arrest. 

I remained hungry that night as my servant was not allowed to 
bring food for me. At midnight, a motor lorry came to take us to the 
Central Jail, but the doctor refused to hand ns over at that time. Next 
day, at noon, we were removed to the Central Jail. Before going I 
asked one of the students to place my leg in splints, that my leg might 
not get twisted. As he was doing this, a nurse came and said, We are 
not going to waste our money in giving him the splints,” On his saying 
that it was necessary to give rest that way, she replied, ‘' Let him go to 
heiL’^."' 

In the Jail, I was placed in a cell in the hospital. There were 
two others with me. That day, we had no food in the morniog. It was 
5 P.M. before we got the ordinary jail diet, which was not eatable* There 
too we did not receive any medical treatment. The order was that no 
one was to he allowed to see us. The result’ is that my wound healed up, 
'but a defect'has'Temained.m/mydeg. 
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I remained for ahout 15 days in the Ijoapital aivl tlien I wa« 
reinoTed to a Holitary cell, though t protested that I was not well and 
could not even walk' properly. 

Subsequently I was convicted. The only evklencu! aguiiist in© 'wus 
the fact that I had received wounds, and on this circiimstanee alone I 
was eonvicted and sentenced to transportation for life with forfeit lire of 
property, , , ■ 

./ After the casc-s had ■' been ehxsed and was adjourned for jiidgaieiiL 
^evicleiice' wais, taken again prosaeutiori as to the behaviour of 

the mob. This was done at the request of the Legal 'RemembifliiPioer# 

I give a copy of the notes ol: my 
therein. 

Notwithstanding the fact that , the 
cation that the Martiali^aw prisoners should not he put to the ordinary 
kind of jail lahonr like gismding, kkaras &o. I was given both grinding 
and hharas, 
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The Bf.atement q/Mr. Aladiti, son of Mokd'med Baksh, Moslim, age 60 
years^ Mechanical Engineer^ mhabitant of HosUarpm', residing 
at present at Lahor&^ 


After the War had begun the minds dl .the people in 
Punjab got disturbed owing to the following facts : — 

(1) The harsh action taken against people under the Indian 

Defence Act. 

(2) The harsh steps taken for recruiting. 

(3) War funds were colleoted in a tyrannical muiiner from 

people who were unable to give. 

(4) The rise in prices which made it impossible for the masses 

to live in comfort. 

People were hoping that all these evils would come to an end 
with the War. But the passing of the Rowlatt Act, in the face of 
universal opposition, only went to increase our distress. People 
desired to make a representation to His Imperial Majesty to get a 
remedy against all the hardships they had been suffering from. 

It was with the wish -do -get the, evils,,, remedied under which 
people had been suffering,\-dhai. Gandhi’s message for 
hartal on the 6th of April w.as. received with great satisfaction. 
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Q-overnmeut had issued a notifi 
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The steps which the authorities took to prevent hartal liirther 
irritated the people ; as for instance, fehc arrests of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Drs. Kitchlew and SatyapaL 

When people tried to^ obtain justice for these leaders, they 
were fired upon, which again excited people beyond bounds. On 
the 6th of April I was at Hoshiarpur, where I addressed a meeting 
and: seconded a resolution against the Rowlatt Act. Owiiig to the 
■ tactful handling of the situation by the Deputy ijoinmissioner, 
Langly^ every thing passed off peacefully. 

I returned to Lahore on the 9tlj of April. On the evening of 
the 10th, I learnt that a hartal was being observed in the town. 

On the 11th at about 1 p.m., I went to pray at the Badshahi 
mosque. When the prayers were over Pandit EambbuJ Datt, Mr. 
Tajuddin Barrister and others began to make s]>eeches. The Pandit 
informed the people that if the people would not go out of the city 
and keep away from the Mall, the military would not be sent into 
the city, nor the police harass the people. After the Pandit, I 
praised the people for their previous calmness and joined him in 
hoping that the people would keep quiet and make a proper 
representation to the Government for the removal of their griev- 
ances. 

On the 12th5 I went again to the Badshalii mosque, but found 
that the meeting was over. I found the military (cavalry and 
infantry) by the Roshnai Gate. This led the people to leave by a 
small gate. I also came out by this gate and heard the bugle order- 
ing the military to leave the gate* They did so and came 
towards the carriage stand near the Mira Mandi to take up their 
position. In front were the police, and behind, the military. 
People were going into the city by various ways. Three or four 
aeroplanes were flying over head very low, and the Pori Guns were 
turned on the people. Dr. Sultan Mahomed was with me. He said, 
we should stand and watch. I said, ‘^No,the arrangements show that 
to stay, would be dangerous/* So we went away by a side lane. 
When we had gone about a 100 paces wre heard reports of gun fire. 
When we reached Moti gate we saw a wounded lad. 

On the evening of the 12 th some one came to my shop and 
said that there was to be a meeting at the Town Hall the next 
morning. When I reached the place I found all the influential and 
leading people of the town, such as Mohomed Shafi, Raja Ifarendra 
Nath, Raja of Sheikhupura,. Lala Harkishan Lai, and others. 
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represcntiiBi!; "both those who sided with the official and with 

the people. There were also present a nnmiier of traders* 

People discussed the; grievances which had been troiihling 
them and also kw to bring the hartal to an enc!. 

First Mr, Bhafi made' a speech showing why hartal should 
end, I then said that 'people were much hurt by the fact that 
notwithstanding Pandit B-ambhuJ DatPs telling us on the lltk of 
the promise by Mr, Fyson not to send the military in the city, yet 
on the 12ih, not only was the military sent, but people who w'Crit 
returning home peacefnlly had been fired upon. Under these 
circumstances, through fear, people would continue the hartal^ 
unless the killed and wounded were made over to them and tk 
arrested released. Others supported me. Just then Mr. Fyson, 
the Deputy Commissioner came there, I repeated to Mr, 
what I had already said. I said it was painful to the people that 
a Government official should have broken faith by acting contrary 
to what he had told Pandit Rambhuj Datt. The Deputy Commis- 
sioner said that what i had stated was false as he had never made 
any such promise, whereupon Pandit Rambhuj Datt contradicted 
him. Mr, Fyson became very angry and said, “ If a police officer 
of ours is insulted and beaten are we not to bring the military and 
use force.’’ Some one said that the military had been posted there 
at 7 A.M., whilst the police officer had been assaulted at 8 a.m* 
Mr. Fyson then left in anger. 

I was subsequently arrested on 6th May, at Patiala, only for 
the speeches I had made at the Town Sail and the Badshahi mosque, 
1 was sentenced to life imprisonment with forfeiture of property. 
I have now been released. 






fhe Stalmmi of Pr, Bcdf? IRaj, ^:,F R&gisimd 
Medical Practitioner ^ Kasur, 



iUsur h a comparatively backward place from the educalional an4 
political point of viewo The place was perfectly quiet till the aftamoon of 
Ihci nth of April wliea ' the news of Mr, Gandhi’s arrest hecami 
known, and all basiness stopped- The Hartal was quite sponlanoous* 
A procession, formed of shop-keepers and others, but unaccompanied 
by any person of position or responsibility, passed through the streets. A 
meeting held in the evening to protest against the Rowlatt Act passed 
off quietly. 

On the inorning of the 12th of April, vvliile a private gathering 
of some responsible public men was considering 1 he iuoans io put an 
end lo the flarlal naIucIi I lien prevailed in I ho town, a procession com- 
posed of boys and shop-keepers went to the llailway station. There it 
came into conflict with some Europeans who were passengers by the train, 
I cannot say of rny own knowledge what^ actually happened, since I was 
not present on the occasion. After doing some damage at the Raihvay 
station Fe mob made its way towards the city, and burnt and looted 
the telegraph and post offices, and the Munsiff’s Court, in succession, 
unchacked and unchallenged till they were fired on from the roof of 
the Telisil. The mob then dispersed, leaving a few dead and wounde4. 
The whole affair lasted only a few hours, and before the arrival of the 
military Avilii aeroplanes everything had settled down. Business was 
resumed on the following clay, and everything was normal till the morn- 
ing of the 16th April, 1919, when Martial Law^ was declared with full 
military display. In my opinion there was absolutely no necessity for it. 
Then commenced a reign of terror in Rasur. Notices were put up 
forbidding the people of the town to leave their houses belweent 8 
p.m. and 5 a.m. One man f@und at the Railway station shortly after 
8 p.m. was shot dead. No one, even on urgent private affairs, was 
permitted to leave the town except by permission, which was very 
sparingly given. Respectable' and well4o#do people were selected to have 
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Ma?l|al Law aotic«> pul on iheir houses and to keep guard over them from 
pfioiming tiU evening. I was one 0 ! those selected for the above purpose, 
find cftn speak from experience of the hardships it caused me. Under orders, 
t^e people had to band over their carriages, tongas, cycles, and even their 
walking sticks, to the military authorities. Houses of respectable people 
were indiscriminately searched. No gathering of more than five persons 
was allowed. Every day the troops marched through the streets, aad.«, 
kicked the people for the alleged offence of not salajning. The scddiers, ■ 
plundered a number of shops in the city, and made 
bouring villages, where they looted and in some'. c^ses biuniti pro- 
perty. This I know from the villagers’ odmidaints. The Martial Law 
administration was a constant source of tenor to the people. It sub- 
jected people, specially the educated classes, to all sorts of indignities 
and humiliation, for most trivial reasons. I have had personal experi- 
onoe of this. On the 18th of April, some school-boys were most 
mercilessly flogged at the. Railway station. I did not see them being 
flogged myself. On the 1st of May, the entire male population of the 
town was collected at the Railway station and made to sit in the sun 
without food from 7 a.m. to 2 pm., and then made to pass, one by one, 
bare-headed, before a European lady for identification. To add insult 
to injury, they were subjected to an abusive lecture from Mr. Marsden, 
Sub'-Divisional Oflicer. To terrorize the people, gallows were erected at 
the station, and the Martial Lavi' Administrator flogged people almost 
daily on the platform. This Martial Law Administrator, C.iptaiu Dovelori 
took upon himself to try and decide civil cases, theft cases, abdinlion 
cases, false personation cases, salaming cases and others. Sadlius were the 
recipients of brutal treatment at his hands. This state of persecution 
lasted in the city up to the 15th of June, 1919, when Martial Law was 
withdirawn. The Railway rtaticn was under Martial Law till the month 
of August, 1919. 
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The statement of Cahal Singh Munib, son ofLala Bag Mai, Arora, 
■resident of Kasur. 

One evening, during Hhe Martial Law days, probably on the 26th 
or 27th of -April, Jawda Singh, Nehal Singh, a tailor, one or two 
other men, and myself were sitting at our shops. The Martial Law 
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Law OlYicer said, “Get up, get up.’’ I Was a 111. He lale in gelliug up. For 
this reason he look down my name, and the next day I was called to the 
ilaihxay slalion at 10 a.m. Two others, named liam Singli of Lahore, 
and Karam Bakhsh of Kasur, also had been called for not salaming. 
When we appeared we were ordered to wait outside. At 1 p.rn., we 
were called in. The Officer asked us \\lry >ve had not salained . 1 

replied, “Sir, I did "salarn’ but was a hit late.” Similarly, the other two 
were questioned. Upon that we w'ere ordered to reccm 10 stripes each. 
At our repeated entreaties, we w^ere exempted, and, instead, were made 
to make lines on the giround wnth our. noses, and then, we were ordered 
to go away, and lo make it known widely in the city, that each and every 
one should salani a1i 'Sahlblogsd (Europeans). Kai'ain Bakhsh is a 
VNealthy leather mcn'iiaut, and owns larrled property. 
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The slai cine til oj yiaulvi Abdul Kad'r, Vakil, Kasur, 

(1) In sp)ilc ot (he vicloiy’ won diiring the last war, financial troubles 
and abnormally high prices are prevalent in India. 

(2) The Government of the Punjab acted differently towards the 
populalion under its rule from the action of other Governments in India. 
They acted unsympathetically and used harshly their power, particularly 
in matters connected with recruiting. 

(3) Though the war liad ended in a complete victory of Gieat Britain, 
a harsli measure like Hie Rowdatt Act waspassed in the face of the strongest 
opposition by the non-official members of His Excellency’s Council, at 
a time when the country liad expected a generous treatment. 

(1) Kasur is a commercial town and therefore the iiilluerice of 
Amritsar and Laliore, also are centres of tiade, is vei^ great here. 

Tile educated persons are comparatively few in this town, and so there 
is no political activity. So much indeed that even a branch of the 
National Congress did not exist here. Kasur did not even participate 
in the tveil advertised Hartals of March 30th and April 6th. Kasur 
had to feel ashamed on obtaining news of how these days had been ob- 
served in other parts of India. KasuiM-raders felt that if, in' future, 
lliey did not act in such matters in sympathy with Lahore and Amritsar 
they might be boycotted by the traders tbe-re. Over and above this^ 
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they learnt of the arrests at Amritsar and, on the lllh, of tlie action 
taken by the Punjab Government to keep Mahatma Gandbiji out of tljc 
Punjab. This news occasioned a general Hartal in the city on tlie lllh. 
The Hartal of the 11th 'passed off very peacefully, though it was a 
complete HaHal, every shop in the town being! closed. Crowds of people, 
in batches, went about the town shonimg '"Gandhi jiki Jar, and raising 
their voice against the Powlatt Act, A public meeting was held outside 
the town at about 5 p.m., which I attended. . Cries were raised against 
the Rowlatt Act and a resolution was passed requiring the matter to be 
brought to the notice of His Imperial Majesty. The day passed 

off without any untoward incident. liiililfciiiii V' 

The Hartal continued on the 12 th of April also, and crowds began 
to wander about the town, and to show in a more forcible manner their 
dislike of the Rowlatt Act. A symbolic funeral of the Rowlatt Act was 
carried through the town. Before 10 o'clock the crowd proceeded to- 
wards the stalion, in order that the shop-keepers I here might be indiiced 
to join the Hartal, and lo assure the pas^en^TSO^'io nere in the trains 
^ coming from Amritsar, Lahore and else .vhere that ^he Kusur pcjopic 
had parlicipaid in the observance of the Hartal. As^ooii as they :Jeached 
the station, the crowd began, in. immitation of Eurd^an metht|)(jg of 
protest, to destroy window panes, and Cower pots. .Owing 1I0 the 
paucity of the police force at the station the crowd becatie enco\oi-Qo-ed 
to greater violence. They cut the telegrapJi wires and lootel the B^okino* 
Ofiice. Then the c^0A^d pi’oceeded towards the Railw^ay wljero 

two trains had stopped outside the Railway yard. Some of the passengers 
came out of the trains and began to lo t it. I am certain that up to 
that time neither the local officers nor the gentry of the town had an^ 
knowledge of what had been going on nor was it possible for them to 
get such information within such a short time. Sardiar Sahib Ganda 
•Singli, pensioned Inspector of Police and an inhabitant of Khem Karan, 
came running to my house where other Vakils and ti'aders had assembl- 
ed and infornicd us of the disturbance. I and some of those who were 
t]ier(3 went at once lo the slation. The crowd had then gone towards 
ihe trains which were outside the yard. As I could not run fast 
owi fig lo my age J remained by the small wooden bridge to protect 
il from being set 00 lire, and my companion Mian Gliulani Mohiudin, 
\akil nent aiicad. 1 succeeded in protecting the bridge ftemi being 
set fire to, and then, learning that a portion of the crowd was going 


towards the Telegraph Oirice, I rap after lliein. On ilie \va} 1 learnt thal 
two Europeans had ])ecn wounded; so I went to the slalion, but l>cloro 
1 could get there llie local ofiicers had already an’ived. Soiui |.)ensons 
present there vrere freely giving an acconn! ol‘ the siiuafion, ^vhich had 
led to the damage and murdor. 

What I came to know (of my own knowledge and from what I then 
lieard) is as follows: — 

(a) The progress of the crowd towards the station was with the 
intention above staled. 

(b) 1 savt' no poUceman on the platform. 

(c) It is my firm hcliet that soldiers got dow n on Ihc |)lalform and 
fired on Ihc crowd on ing to which one man w^as iiiidoiibtedly wnunded 
and this led to their murder. 

(d) People W'hom I dispersed from the vvooden l)ridgcMV(n 
and had no materials with which to set it on fire. 

(e) Railway passengers, among whom there w^ere some villagers, 
increased the croW'd and took part in Ihrowiiig slojies and coimnilting 

loot. 

(f) Then the rioters went tow'arcls the town, and reaching the Post 
Office and Munsif’s Court, set on fire and attacked the Tahsil, Wheniired 

t they dispersed. I have no personal knowledge about disturbaiucs in 
those two places. 

(g) It is a fact that after the flnngand before the arrival of the 
military everything had become quiet in the cily, and coidhiued in -that 
condition without any change up to the iniic Shops wore opened as 
usual; business ^\ ent on notwithstanding that the new's of the continuance 
of Hartal from Amritsar and Lahore used to be daily received. But 
the people of Kasiir felt extremely sorry and ashaniod owing to llio result 
of the Hartal. On the 15th, the leaders assured ilre Marliai .Law Ad- 
ininstralor that peace would continue in tiie town, ajid pointed to the 
peaceful situation existing during tlie previous three days as indicate 
ing that Martial Law w^as not necessai’y. An eixoouraging reply was re- 
ceived from that officer and the townsmen became satisfif^d. 

On Uir Ifiih, .Martial l.aw was declared, contrary lo the hopes and ov 
pertations of the previous day, and Lala rdtaTipot Bai, V;{ki I, vvas arrested 
and sent away to some imknown destination,, esciirted hv soldiers 
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with fixed bayonets. In my opinion Ibere was absoiuleiy no necessity 
ibr the pironmlgalion of Martial Law, nniess it was meant to Iiuoiiiiaic 
and punish llie people to the utmost. 

During the administration of Martial Law no one escaped humilia- 
tion, ^fnd indiscrirAinate arrests were made which is established by 
the loilouirig: — 

(a) I nus acrested on the 19th of April and nns locked up in the 
Tehsil. 1 used lo be taken handcuffed frojn the stalion to tiic Telisii 
through the public roads and bazars, 1 have been up to (his time unable 
to discover what offence I had been suspected of and on what evidence. 
For the purpose of identification I used to be pjroduoed before European 
soldiers, Railway employees and other persons, but not a single person 
ventured to state in my pfi;e^nce that I was one of the offenders. On the 
29th of April Mr. Marsden sent for me at the Railway station, and said 
(using words to the following effect) “We regret your arrest, as 

’ you are proved to be innocent.” Thereupon I was released. 

(b) It is true that no complaint of extortion or bribery was made 
in the loun against the investigating officers’ but (here is no> doubt that 
the over speedy investigation under Martial Law resulled in many in- 
discriminale arrests of people who were subsequently released without 
bcirg pul on llieir (rial, as for instance is the case of my son Mian 
iVlohiiicllii, S.A. 

(p) Searches voere made without any ground for the same. 

(d) The 1 st of May was consiired to be Kianiat i.e., the day of 
judgment. Save children and women, every person had to appear at 
the Railway station, and was made to sit bare-headed in the hot sun 
till 2 o’clock, fur (he purpose of being lakeu in that condilion before 
the witnesses for his identification. 

(e) Forcible Salaming of while men by every Indian irrespective 
of bis position and respectability was. most biimiiiating. I have per- 
sonal experience and knowdedge that if either Ihrougli ignorance or 
mistake any one failed to salain a white man, he w’as made to make 
ii.farks will} ].hs nose on the ground, or was Hogged, or sent under arrest 
tO' the lock-up. 

(d) Some school-boys were selected by the Military officer and 
caused to be flogged in a public place. The most revered of Sadhia^, 
e.g. Pooj 'Riklii Ivesh and Bava Shankar Das Alahant vvere ' surairioTierl' 
daily to the Railway Station and made t© sit bare-headed. There are 
many such instances which ! can prove. 
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The statement of Maplvi^ Mahiyaddiii ,Aliiiied» B.A* fomedy Edttor 

of the ‘^Igdam'\ Calcutta, residing at Kasur, age 29 years. 

Oa April 12th, when the disturbance took place, I kept inside my 

vbouse.' >.,' ■ 

On April 19th luy fether was arrested* 

On April 20th my brother ■ M*.- . Mohammad Ali, B.A., (Cantab) and 
myself were summoned to'^the^Bailway., station and made to stand in a 
line with a hundred other mm, chiefly of low castes, for the purpose 
of identification. There came Mr. Marsden, the Deputy Superintendent 
of Police, Kasur, the District Traffic Superintendent of Ferozepore, and 
other Europeans in military dress and also some English ladies. 

The Deputy Superintendent of Police, Kasur, gave our (mine and 
my brother’s) names and full address, on which the District Traffic 
Superintendent suddenly cried out 'Sve must have one of the two.” 
Then began the work of identificalion. First, die Europeans in the 
military dress and the ladies present raw us one by one. Then came the 
turn of the station staff, Baboos, pointsmen, and coolies, luil none iden- 
tified eillier of us. When the identification was about to be finished, a 
pointsman was brought by the District TraiTic Superintendent, wlio, 
most iiesitaiingiy and reliiciantly, pointed (owartls rue with Ids finger 
wdlhout uttering a single word. 

At this, I was handcuffed under the orders of Mr. Marsden, and 
was sent to the Tehsii Havalat, along with my falher. There I w-as 
kept for full 17 days and nights. During this period, I was occasional- 
ly brought to the Piailway station by the police constables in handcuffs. 

On May 7lli, I was released on bail and on the 2oth of the same 
month I was informed by the Deputy Superintendent, Kasur, that my 
bail had been cancelled, and that I w^oiild not be fried. 
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The Joint Statement of Plare Lai, Sub Overseer, Nehar, at present on leave, 

37 years, and Dhanpat Rai, son of Amin Chani, Contractor, 
aged 50 years, residents of Kasur. 

On the day of disturbance in Kasur (the. 12lh of April) we were 
returning from Piare Lai’s Lime Factory to the city by the station. It 
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was about 10 in the morning. When we came near the station, we 
saw some people breaking window panes the Railway Station. On 
obsemng all this, we stopped at a little distance to iRe west of the 
station. Just at that time, a train from Ferozepore arriyed. The train 
was empty, and had only three European soldiers in it. They got down 
on the piatibrm and began to walk. When many persons from Kot 
iVsman proceeded towards the train the Eiu^opeaii soidiers firmed their 
reyolvers at them. On this, the crowd began to throw stones and bricks, 
and advanced towards the platform. One of the European isoldlers 
entered the train, and continued firing from his compartment. When, 
!.h8 crowd came on the platform, the ioldieis., ran towards- the* 
gate. As we were on the otherside of the train, we could not s&e what 
'followed, and mtoned home. The oiiiiM was about 600 or 
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The sliiiement of Babu Dhanpat Ral, age 65, Pleader, KasuK 

I have been pracllsiiig as a pleader for many years, and the people 
of Kasiir have always respected me. On ilic IGtli of April, I was arrested 
wUhont any enquiry, and kept in the Lahore Cenlj'al Jail for 46 days. 
No charge was brought against me, nor uas 1 told why I had been 
arrested. I was released on the 1st of June. Why T was made to 
suffer in this nay I do not yel know. Wliat I have suffered, please do 
not ask me. It Is impossible for me to describe it. J am a very old 
man, and ha\e always been held in esteem by the people. AYhat it is 
to be suddenly arrested, and what the sufferings of jail life are, you OM, 
easily imderstaud. All that ! wish to i^ay is that iherc is no justice in 
lliis country- I was made to realize this, at the end of my life. , 
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The statement of Lala Qokal Chand, B.A., LL.B., Pleader, age 2 C) years ^ 

Kasur, 

There was no Hartal at Ivasur on the 6th of April, 1919. The news 
of llio arrest of rJahairna Gandhi reached Kasur on the morning of the 
11 Lh April, 1919. The Hartal commenced spontaneously at about 2 
o’clock. A meeting was held in the same evening, where a resolution 
against the Howiait Act was passed and Mahatma Gandhi’s message 
to refrain from all violence was read. out. I was there. The meet- 
ing was orderly. 



Quite* against our expectations, -the Hartal continued on the 12ltii 
of April also. The probable reason of its continuance was that it had 
been observed only a few hours on the lltii April. I was at MouItI 
Abdul Qadir’s house when I first heard of the disturbance at the Rail- 
way station* Saidar :Amar Singh,' 'pleader, and. I went together in the 
same Tonga lo I be Sf -ene of the disturbanr'e. Wb.en 1 reached there, 1 
found windows siiiashed aiid the lamp room buruhig. i was ono ol; those 
who pul out the There was no moij then at the station platform. 

After exnuguishing the fire, .1 left the i.»aiiwa>' stalion. 1 slopped on 
the way at La,la Oina Butt's shop to drink 'watei’. T was'' therfc stilly, 
when a party wl'tli a person on a Charpai (.cot) passed before the shop.-. ; 
Some of 'the party shouted, ‘"Our person has been wounded; we will.' 
have roTenge.’' I do not know the persons shouting. I there learnt that 
two Europeans had been killed. They wen I towards the Mandi in search 
of some doctor. 

I am an inhabitant of Kasur. I am a legal practitioner, practising 
since 1914. I know the Kasur people. They are mostly traders and 
are backward in education. My belief is that they did not proceed to 
the Railway station with the intention gl rioting or looting; their inten- 
tion appeared to have been to have the sinops closed on fthat side and 
also to show I lie passengers in the train, which t^ as due about that time 
from Lahoie., Ainritsur and Ferozeporc!, lhal Ibe Ivasur people had 
observed Hartal. Business was resumed by the citizens on the 13th of 
Aprih Till the morning of 16th April the city was peaceful. On that 
morning Martial Law was proclaimed in the Tov/n Hall and Laia Dhan- 
pat Rai was arrested. Sometime after, other- arrests were made. Terror , 
reigned in the city since then. 

I believe that at Kasur, where a lew shots by . the police had proved 
sufficient to disperse a riotous and iBfu,ria''ted mob, 'the.:re was no neces- ' 
sity for proclaiiiiing Martial Law. An increase of the police force, or the /. 
posting of a few soldiers if necessary 'would have been quite sufficient. 
The .way in which Martial. Lavf was admims.tdi'ed leads me 'to believe ' that , 
its proclamation was with a view to avenge ' the murders, to /strike 
terror among the people, and to disgrace and humiliate, the , '. public 
■leaders. '■ 

The, houses of several , respectable parsons- were searched. Some of 
the gentlemen had rendered help in quelling 'the distmbance. "My houb";' 
was also searched a,nd 1 was made ''to , walk'- from: my. bllke to Laia Dlia,u. 
pat Rai’s garden, escorted by' soldiersp. with, fixed bayonete- 
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Under orders of tiie Martial Law Officers, cycles were from 

the owners and er’ery one had to pay iis. i/8 at least. I aisr.) h.d to |>.rj. 

-On ilaedst.-ol 'May, ■ike whole: inaie :popiilatioii: ol Kasiir was. called 
bareheaded. identificatioii. ■ This affair, lasted frora 6 .c>''c!ocl 
^h■ah..'to. abGnt^ 2 ord* 

British .soldiers passing below loy office at Lancia .Bazar, 
and comperiing- sliopdceepers to stand up and saiam. I hare seen a 
person looking like a Sadhii (religious mendicant) being beaten with a 
t'Slick by Coplain Dovetoa and. being kicked by his ' clerk.,' .■In. .another'''^ 
■, case, I saw'lwo persons from the Hoii Mardan side made to w^crk ixi a small 
patch of a garden close to the statio:ii, under the orders of Captain Do’^’e- 
;':^d.pn;caS;,::a:',:punishm'6uT;|o^^ ,: a, -iickeL They further told 

me tliat they were refused food* 
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The Staienmii of Moliamoiad Anwar son of Fateh Dm Slmkh, age ii 
' years/slide?ii MdB, High School Kasu7\ 

I was sfodying in, the M.- B.' High School in the 5th staridard., I 
belong Uj Eot Hallai Khan, wvbich ■ is situated near the Signal:' ' Box: 
on the Frrozepore .side of. ilie siation. .1 ^Yent to iiiy vscliooi as usual on 
the morning of llie 12ih of Ap.riL At' about 8 or 9 a.m., some of the'/ 
older pvpiis of iliG scligol and a few others began to say 'liiat there 
should bo a Ilaiial; with iiie result that the boys left the School and I 
took my satchel and went' lionie :at'Kot Halliii Khan. When I went: .near, 
Ihe bigjiah 1 saw a crow-d shouting "'Mahalma GcutJlu Id Jar' and calling 
upon Ihe people to observe-:.' IMtal, As I was prcceediag honieward I 
saw some European soidieis firixig from the Ferozepore ktaiiL The 
report: of . ihe liiing irightened me and I ran towards Kofc Halim Riian. 

I was arrested' o:a the 2Gth, of April 1919, liaiidcuiled, and pul in the 
Kasor locivu';p.' I passed the night in the iock-up and the .oext m.oriilng 
I W'as again liandcuilcd and sent to the Lahore Central Jail, escoi'ted 
by European soldiers. ' There I remained for full 16 or ■ IT days. I ' 
and Mohaiiimad Sarwar w^ere taken ha ndculled before the Martial La'w Tri- 
bunal, Lahore, along with'o.ther prisoners from Kasur. I was taken before 
ihe Ccmuiission lor two .days' where our handcuffs we.r'e reE 0 .oved, and 
then,, ,1 was ordered to be .sent back to, Kns'ur, but when I arrived. Ik . 
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Kasur, I v/as allowed' to go only after giving secui'iiy 'ili-u 1 was 
taten before Captain Boveton who ordered rae to rc.eeivo 10 stripes. When 
I got only six stripes I yelled out and was let off. On rriy roarhiiig home. 
I came to know that my father had tried his best to see me in the Jail 
but he Vvas not permitted to do so. Neither rny father nor any 
relation of mine was allowed to see me in the Central Jail during all the 
period I had been confined. I was degraded from the fith standard to 
the 4lb. When I was flogged, I was 10 years .and 6 months old, and 
was very weak in, body. 

Before my arrest, all the boys-, fnciuclkig myself, belonging to ,my 
school attended the Railway Staiion for 3 or 4 days for liie purpose of 
idenlification. - No body idenliOed me at tliai time, but on the day of 
my arrest a British soldier pointed to- me and said lhal I. too was in 
the mob. That soldier took me to a European lady and asked lier to 
Menlify me, Slie said, she had. not seen me among ! lie boys wlio fhrew 
stones, but inspile of this, T was taken under arrest. Tlic Briiish sol- 
dier, who idenilfiecl me, had always been present in ilie previous idcnli-, 
fication 'parades, which we were made to. attend; on a pre'\io,uS' day ' lie 
had idenli',Oed a boy- .named Glmlam nussain .wdio.^was '-'sitti,ng- llext',tO''me,- 
bllt-'b,8 did not IdeBlify me them ' When ilie. 'Head- Master .was'' 'asked 
about Ghulani 'Hussain, he -referred to' Ihe- E.Gll.Cal'Iv -a.iic! 
boy was '.marked ill on April ."1.2th and 'was 'ali-seiit^ 'Irom'tfae' school. The 
'boy wa„S 'then' let off, ■■ '.I' '-%Yas.: 'handcuffed while ■ ' was taken f,ro.m .the 

„ Thaiia'.'to, .the Rai.Iway 'dtation.i^b An' ''iriyv wrists'. vvere to.o small they hand- 
-cuffed, .me - 0 . 11 ' m-Y' Mohammad Sarw.ar toe vvas liaiidcuffec! like me 

dll his arm. ; When me a.mved at the Statio'.n .a thick ro'pta was .substi- 
tuted for the lian'dcufls. The Brlllsli soldiers ’Ored slio Is 'towards Ko-t' 
Halim Iilian, mdiere people had assembled, 
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■ The sfMement of She^kfi ■ age I3G years, Municipal 

Commissioner, of Kasur, 

On the 11th of April, there was a 'Ilartab and m fJie everiiTn> a 
moetina*, to protest against the Rowlaft Act ! 

mg. , Spe-echest delivered.. on 'this.. occasion, m'ere sober. It mns resolved 
that ' telegrams- should', be sent -, to the- 'Government of India a.iid the. 
lomi Gcwerameiit,: . pFaylng- for'.'th©.''Tep 0 -al . of the Act 
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On the r2i!s, I was surprised lO'seeJlial' the TTarla! still continued. 
At abomt 9 o’clock, a large crowd, itumbering abcval 600 to 700 per« 

' whom :,were' ' children,. ; came ' towards my 'factory' 
in Patnanwala : Darwaza, ■ At that- time, Lala Gokal C,tia-iid and 

- ^ Khan wv^ere with me. We asked the crowd, to 

disperse, or to go to the temple or to the mosque to oier prayers. We 
reminded ibem of the message of Afahatma Gandhi., The crowd then 
went away. - ■ ■ 

' j 

My mill is about 1/3 of a mile from he Station, an houi;, / 
I learnt that some damage had been done at the Heari 

ing this, I went there. I saw trains standi.^ there, j gaw 
a train at the distant signal., heard two 
wounded, and were lying at the Railway station. I came there 
and saw one British soldier lying dead near the railings between the 
3rd class Booking Office and the main station, and andthqr soldier 
wounded. I learned that the officers of the place had gone to bring medical 
help. I then beard of a European family being surrounded by the mob. 
I started with the officers to itry and save il. We went to the bunga- 
low of the D. S. P. Wc saw that the ci(y was on fire. We then start- 
ed in the direction of the city, and saw that the Post Office was on fire; 
and that the Alimicipai stall and some other persons were busy putting 
down the fire. Just then a noise shoAved that the mob had. reached the 
Hospital. Rahim Bux and I proceeded in Ihat direction, and succeeded 
in dispersing the rnoh tJiere. It was then past one, and we returned 
iiome to take our meals. We went our agairi to see if there w"as 
further mischief, and found ihat the city wastiuici- By 2 o’clock every- 
thing had subsided. 

SooTi after came armoured cars and the mili(,ary. The Police had 
however already succeeded in restoring porfccl order. There was no) 
the slightest apprehension oi‘ any breach of the peace 'then. 

Tliere was no disturbance, at all, of any kind, on the 13th, 14th, or 
the 16th. 

On the 16th of April, there was a declaration of Martial Law. The 
people were called to the Town Hall to hear the declaration. We .saw 
armoured cans, guns and soldiers. As soon as the proclamation was 
made, Lala Dlianpat Piai, an old pleader, nearly 70 years of age, was 
arrested. No charge was read out to him, Ffe was told nothine. No 
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body nould find ouf, Tvhy he wris f^rresfed. Froru fhal uNW-m!,-, all 

the member's of the Municipal Board were ordeved lo Ije at the Balb 
way Sfation, wldclr waS' turned into a rnifitaiy (fiiarier. We had to 
"be slalion>;frani--5 ,ir^^ the' moriiiiig to 6 in flic? evening. 

,'j¥e^'Were.;Oftendiireaten^ told that as Brltlsii soldiers. lia:d 

)een killed, our houses would be ra?;ed' lo the ground and our cliililren 
killed- We had. to sersa'^ iioiices,, and put up proclamatloiis. Although 
{hr? civil courts were open, the Martial l.au rrfUcer used to lake up and 
decide civil cases also. 'riial OfTico* used lo send for' the respectable 
citizens of Kasui* and insuli them. Many j.tos'sorrs wav bealen with shoes, 
and made io stand in {he sun. Respectable j'ieople wei'o oflen ke|)t in the 
lock-up, under tlio pretoxi;. I.'hal: tliey did ;nr>t, salmn, and soldiei's used 'to-: 
come to (lie city, beat people and loot llioir goods, nsing the same. 
On this plea, hundreds', ol .people were be.ateu .and insulted. I 'have'., 
personal knowledge of several cases. 1 saw several men, amongst 
whom were Faqir Shah and others, being Hogged in connection with 
charges brought up by corrupt women. I saw the. flogging of boys. 
Nobody knows why they were flogged. On the 29th of April, the whole 
of the male population was made to assemble at the station for the 
purpose of identification, and after being kept waiting for 5 hours, was 
sent away. On the 1st of May, the whole of l.he male population of the 
city was again gathered together, made In i-ri!; bore-headed, and then to 
pass, one by one, in front of some Europeans, for the purpose of identi- 
fication. All this took hours, and during the. whole of that time they 
were made to sit in the sun. They were not allowed to take food, and 
there was no arrangement for drinkin,g wateiv Wl'^en thus seated, the 
Sub-Divisional Abfficeit’^'addreS'Sed them. Me praised ■I'.he liowiatt, ' Act 
and' ■ pointed ' out its.' necessity. , .lie aljusod those w'ho werenot iu ' 
favour of the Ax:4;- ■ Maliataa Gandh.i and Panrfii Malaviyayi bad their 
share of the abuse. 

On the 19tb of May, Maulvi Abdul Kadir and Maulvi Ghulani Jilani 
were aiTested in the evening. They were kept iu tiie lock-up for several 
weeks before. tlie.y were released. 

; I saw. gallows being set up outside the station at a prominent place. 
It was given. out .that the Kasur offenders would be Iranged there, to teach 
a lesson to others.' I saw many of the station staff being molested in 
several ways. .Soma of them were asked to Identily innocent persons, 
and Bhagat Ram, Cmef Booking clerk, was flogged for mfusing lo falsely 
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Mcs AMaho.„eA™,v.s.™,teda„d,„aJ. to atand lika a 

on a cuma „„ p»ca, and a fool', cap ,vaa pfcocd on Id, dead r ,„7 

Doveum ,c„i i„,. „ p.i, 

-toe A jar tnli „, ,v«er „» placed on Ihe head „t a acd;,,: c Ld , “ 
was chamed and made lo stand in the snh in that ..edPi , L 
™ detained like that the tvholc day. A top. ,vas thronn'men'd id. „c, J 

'Is '7”“ 7 * ■■»». tvh,; 

,f the p, 7 ■ ”* “ kbonrerand lived in the vicinity 

■ .. 1 t.ay station, was shot dead on the night of the loth o£ 

I low thThl I 

MwU II jclentil'y the dead body. 

Martial Law was withdrawn in June. 

2S2 

The staiemenl of tala Padha Kishan, son of Lah Cjihos Mai 
_ g i(y years, Manager of Lhe Shop of Sdh Lakhmi C land Mimanial 

Maadi^ Kamr. 

There is a temple o! Devidwara in Telia M.ndi, which ^ 

by a commtlte. ol the Hindu Sabha. B. Ucbani, Itai is the „e.id™, 

.ot.'the tsaid comiBittee.' I am a 

wjyyw „ , , , ^ momfier as well a.s the treasurer of the 

Hindu Sabha. A man of the name of Jacaij N,!], jo p • ■ y . 

i tbat temple^ There hare been criminal an^cii'^a^s Jw''' r 

the Hindu Sabha regarding the temple. EventualhMhe ' 

was put in possession. My firm took some voom-^'on r^rT 

said temple. On behalf of my firm ih i. ' ■ tlie 

.b. Hindu Sabb. lor the I, I;:'yLr ,1" 7?"” 

the rent, but as the Hindu Sabha w« put 

.Sdsu bVdt was a Iriaud o, Au,.; «,Ih, vva~',I 

«I Mr. Dovetou in Ih. M.cia, u„ d.ty Ant.L 7 7 . ®“‘’ 

•b. rent to .lagan bk.,,, whicb w, I.ts.d “ “■ 

to appear Iiefore the Sahib. Amar Nath nrhl ? 'vere summoned 

On seeing us. the Sahib said, that we were Pad 1 

Pau-okars of Ucliant Rai. We were then’orr T ’ 

following day.. We went: hut wore sent 

»airM 

told many lies abont us t. the Sahib S' hf ' 
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ordered us to be Hogged. We were terroi stricien. At Iasi, Mr. Dover 
ioiij pointing towards Jagan Nath, asked us tlie reason why we did 
not pay I lie rerd/ 1.0 him. We said lhat we had .00 objaciion lo pay tha 
rent to anybody who was enlitkd io' -it. ■ .Tlie Saiiib said fiiat 'Jagan 
Nath had a right lo' the' house, and that we biiould pay liinu the rant 
and render the ac-count, of the temple, oiid liiai we should e.tcicule a rent 
agreemeiifc in ills favour. ' We were, thus oh.Ilged to pay rent ft) Jagan 
Naili and to execute a rent agreement in .liis favour- Attar that we were 
not Iroubled by the Sahib again. 

About II 13 Olid of April, it was announced, byybeat of drum,' that 
everybody sliculd appear at the station the next niomiiig. ' We went ■ 
to the Station, leaving wo'Caen at home. After 'I, liaxi left, 14 European 
soldiers ttccompaiiied by one Indian soldier entered niy use , and 

searched it- T,hls. we learn.! when we retu.riied home from the Sta- 
tion, 

One day i went to the Station to go to Ferozepore and saw , Seth 
Ram Niwas Agarwal crawling on the platform and the Sahib follow- 
ing him- On enquiry I learnt that he was ordered to crawl like , this, 
aS ' he did' not salain the- Sahib. ' ' ■ 

On or about the end .of August, I \venl.' ..to the, ' Station, to, go '.y lo'. 
Ferozepore on business. . -The Sahib sen’ foi" me and',said,,,.'*W^i^^^^ 

.tell people Ilia t I forcibly made you.- to,- pay th.e, rent- ^ You, ' .paid,'.. 
mo'ney :of,,yoiir own accord.- ' I. '..said : that I .did no.t . do so , "ot my .GVVii' 
accord, but because' I w^as,.' ordered- ■„ The Sahib- then shouted at me that 
I; had ' paid ' the. own accord.. I had to agree tli .rough, fear 

of being dsi:ained' at the Station. I paid vent for five months to Jagan 
Naili. On receiving a notice from the Hindu Sa.bha I ceased to pay. 
Jagan Nath has Clvd a suit against me for f.lie rent of one moiiih. 
Rs. 594, beioiiging to the Hindu Sabha or rent deposited with me, I was 
coiiipciLled to pay io Jaga.n Kalli. 

253 

■ ' Oes, son 0/ Dewaii Ckand^ age ‘^2 ycarSi 

shop-keeper, Whmi Mandi, Kasur, 

, In the. Maiidi, there .is a" 'temple of Debi. I had 2 lothm appertaining 
to the said temple oh a rent, of. Rs. -6. per month, I have got them 
\yKhya,-‘- c'ven fi-ow. . I had been paying the rent io the Hindu Shbha,^ 
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Rasur, for imny vears. The Hindu hiabha managed the iemple. ■ 
During Martial Lavtf a ‘Parvana’ (order) was seni io me, demanding rny 
presence at *1 o’clock in the evening at the ilaliway staiioii before the 
iMartiai Law Oilicer. 1 reached the Railway station before 4 p.m. 
There were a few other* men also. Their jiarncs arc; — Maghi Mai, Seth 
lladha Kishen, and Mian Nabi Baksh. We all sal Iberi! for 2 or 3* bonrs. 
Then ^Ainar Nath Liabman came there io us. He was a reader 
io the baheb. He said io us, "'Gome in, the Sahib wants you.” We 
told him, “We do not know why we iiasc been sent for.” He told 
me that we should pay up Ihe rent that s\ us due, to Jagan Nath Brah- , 
man, the Pujarl (priest) of the temple, otherwise we would be put to 
great trouble, i refused to pay the rent. Then he took us to the Rail- 
way station platform; but the Saheb was busy with something, so I was 
asked to go back and io appear again the next morning. We then came 
back, and the next morning we 5 men again went to the Railway sta- 
tion. We had to wait for 2 or 3 houm* Then Amai* Nath again came to 
; us. We were asked to continue there. Ainar Nath again came and asked 
us to come again at 4 p.m. So we went away and came again at 4 p.m,, 
when we were produced before the Saheb. We were made to stand 
before ihe Officer. I was pointed out as the one who had refused to 
pay, whilst the others might pay.' The Sahib said, ho would majfce me 
" pay, and' he look a book and began to write .therein. After qpuestioning 
' - the . PuJ a ri ■ /who had' been sent for, the 'Salieb said to me, you are 
■■ lined Ms. 100. . I requested the Saheb to let me know 'what' offence I had 
comiiiitted. But the Saheb showing his b^fer to me said, 
“keep quiet.” I again requested the listen to me, but 

OB this occasion he threatened me and said, “You ar,^ sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of Rs. 60 and to get 20 stripes.” When- 
ever i waiued to say anything to the Saheb he stopped me, saying ‘Keep 
quiet.' He did not listen to anything. 'When I again asked him to listen 
./'to me, a„3epoy was called Io log me. .. In -the meantime Saiyed ■ Ahmad 
Shah and Babu 'Ganpat Ram reached, there.' They explained matlens 
; . to the Salieb, and told him that w© were respectable Bankers and that he 
ought not to treat us in that way. After that the Sahib again sen^for me 
/./.and ,'toM .rue ilia t my fine had been r6duce,d"'toIis. IG, Ipaid.Rs. '10, to 
■ ■ , the Saheb. I 'was then ordered to come again' in the .morning. YVhen 
f again went there in Ihe morning, the Tehsildar, and some other mem- 
' bars of tiie Municipal Beard warn present there. The Saheb asked the 
lehsiidar to dispose of my case, and send, the papers to him. But I was 
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again summoned the next day and was also ordered to l.akc llie amount, 
of rent with me. When I reached the station, I was again liireateiied 
in the usual manner. I was compelled to make payment f»t tin; loiifc 
to .Tagan Nath, in the presence of the Sahcb. One end of my turhaii 
was hanging loosely; the Saheb caught hold of it and enquired why it 
was hanging.!* Thus, my turban fell on the ground. The Salieb Itiok 
my sboQS and boat roe with them twice or thrice. Out of fear I dared not 
say anything and made payment of the rent to Jagan Nath in the pre- 
sence of the OfQcer. I was also made to execute a rent agreement in 
favour of Jagan Nath on a stamped paper. The Hindu Sabba filed a suit 
.igainsl ms for ths: same rent of Rs. 7S and: has obtained a decree against 
me. 

254 

The sMemenf, of Radlia Kishen Sarrha, age 33 years, A gent of Todarmal 

Sarrha,Kasur. 

I had taken on rent a Kotha from the Hindu Sabha, Kasur- I always 
paid the rent to the Sabha. On the 13th of May, 1919, when Martial 
Law was in force, I was ordered by the Martial Law Officer Capt. Doveton to 
make payment of the rent to Pandit Jagan Nath Pujari. Two days pre- 
viously, the Officer had sent for me, and threatened mo, saying that ,T 
yiioiild liiake the payment to the Pujari, failing which I would be flog- 
ged. For fear of being Hogged, I, as well as olber tenants, paid the 
rent to Jagan Nath at the Railway Station, in the presence of the 
Martial Law Officer, I hold the receipt given by .lagan Nath. 

■ ■■ ■ 255 

The statement o/Lala Maghi Ma!, son of Lola Smul agar Hal. 
age 52 yearsf Comtnission Agent of Kasur. 

1 took oTi rent a kotha from the Kasur Hindu Sabha about 3 or -I years 
ago. I used to pay the rent of the said kotha to the Hindu Sabha. I 
executed the. rent agreement also in favour of the said Sablia. Daring the 
clays of^the Martial Law, Captain Doveton sent for me and otinu' tenants, 
viz., Durga Das and Radha Kisban, and asked us to pay the rent to the 
Pujari. We were threatened with 30 stripes if we did not. He caught 
hi.ijd of the ears of Piaclha Kislian. I paid llio money for fe.tr of the 
stripes. On Hhe 13tli of May, 1919, I wanted to .submit that ihe 
/nat!(U' related to the Civil Court, but he- asked m’e torem.ain silent, and to 
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say nothing. A.s I was going to be put to disgrace, I paid the real. After 
that the rent agreement was caused to be executed in favour of tlie 
Pfijari. The Hindu Sabha filed a suit for the rent I had paid t(» Jagap 
Nath and obtained a decree against me. I pay Rs. 117 as income lax. 


The statement of Mohommnd Hussain* son of M. Mohammad Tahir TahirM, 
age 44 years, resident of Kot Badur-ud-din Khan, Kasur 

.From tbe I6tb April to the 22nd of May, Martial Law prevailed in 
K.asnr. During this period, at least on 30 occasions ^Edropean soldiers 
came to me for the repairs of their boots, lao^s, gaiters, pistol cases, 


They never paid for anything.^ ^ aske^ tnemior 

f'surrt rlrttTfs ‘rwav 


fall two days my ' 
in repairing their 

: ; boots: wijtlioat anything/’ They got two hoots made at my 

; \shpp for which too they did not pay. As workmen were available at my 
,/ /fellOp^Bly in Kasur, I was nio.re troubled than others, ft any the slight- 
; - ;= eiit requiest was refused we were threatened with the order to accompany 
: ‘ Ihena to the Station. At that time the Station had become a place of great 
lerror, so through fear we kept quiet and they walked avs'ay with the 
articles. On this account I gave up keeping the shop and became a clerk 
to a Vakil, I suffered a loss of about 80 to 100/- Rupees, 


The statement of Ala Uddin, son oj Aziz Uddin, aged i 6 yearSj formerly 
a student of the Municipal Board High School Kasur. 

On the 1/th April, 1919, all the boys woi'e sent for at the Railway 
station for being identified by a lady and 2 Sahihs; but they did not iden- 
lify any. So the boys uere ordered to go back to the school. - The 
Students, left the school at 8-30 in the morning and came back from ihe 
station at 10. The students of the Islamia school and Industrial school 
ueie also sent ior. The students of all the schools were again sent for 
at the Railway station on the 22nd of April, 1919, at about the same 
time- But none of them, was identified. Again, on the 26tli of April, 
20 students, who were ot stout build, were sent for from my school, 20 
from the Islamia School, and 20 from the Industrial School, for being 
identified that day; but none was identifi ^d. The students of the Indus-. 
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itial School were, sent back. The Saheb took down Ihe slaienicnits of 
three boys, viz., Firoz Diri, Rhuda Buksh, aftd Bakshi Rant. And, liieii, 
the said three bovs received 6 stripes each, after having been tied to rail* 
ings. Later on, the situdents of the Isiamia school also were flogged 
in the same way. At the time of the Hogging, tlse oHlcer said : ‘"Take 
out any six strong boys and flog them.’’ Then the students went back. 
On the 29th of April, the boys of all the schools were again called at the 
Railway station. On this occasion, the students of the District Board 
Branch School, also, were sent for. But as none was ideiitiflcd, all were 
sent away. On the Isit of May, 1919, the boys of all the three schools 
were again sent for at the Railway station for idenlification. On this 
occasion, the whole city was jjresent there. We went tliere at 8-50 a.iu., 
and returned at 12-30. Everybody was made to pass before the lady. On 
that day, Hans Raj, Mohammed Sarwar aged 9 years, and Mohammad 
Anwar aged 8 years, students 0! the V Standard were arrested. On the 
12th of May, the District Inspector of Schools came there. First, he 
examined the students. Then, on the 13th of May, Col. Wright, the 
Inspector of Schools, came. On that day I remained in the school upio 
3 p.m. All the boys were made to come into the hail and 8 students were 
picked out for being flogged. Out of these, 2 students, viz., Ala Uddin, 
and myself, were expelled for good from the school. IN'anak Ghand got 3u 
stripes, and I got 10 on my hands. The other six got 6 each. They 
were expelled for one year. Then the 8th, 9lh, and 10th Standard 
boys were suspended for a year. Out of the said three students, Hans 
Bai was released; Mohammad Anwar and Mohammad Sarwar were sent to 
Lahore jail. But they were called back from Lahore and sent back to 
the Schools. But they were again sent ior, at the Railway station, 
along with the students of all the 3 schools; and line officer go! them 
flogged by the Head Master. 

■ 258 ' ' 

The siaiement of Nauak Cliand. aged 16 years, son of Chaudkan Dogra Md, 
deceased, Mumapal Commissioner of Kastir, forwvHv a studf'nt of the 
Municipal Board High Sclmi, Kasur. 

On the i2tii of April, 1919, when I went to the schooi, in Ifie 
morning, a number of boys w^re making a noise there. The bell luniiig 
gone, the roll was called. The boys entered ihe rooms and again 
came out. On the road, there was a crowd of men. Some of the 

boys joined that crowd, 6 other boys went to other places. I came 
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iiome, because iuy broiher was ilL Mier lhai, all ifie boys wore 

called Ivvice to llin Hail way ^staiioii, but aone was arresled- ,\!b'S. 

wards, oa llie 26th of Ai^al, 1919, 20 boys cards soboul wore 

mlled to the Railway stallion. They, were seiecled nl jandoin. I'rfini 
iny school 3 boys got G stripes each, inllicled by a soUisu*. LahsrusK 
three boys of. the Islamia School were also Hogged in llu: same way. 
Again, on the 29th April, we went to the Railway stalimi I'or being idon- 
tified; on that day the whole of the population of Mio <'ilv was preserd. 
iliere, Nono was ideniilied and W'c came back. On l.si May, wc again 
went to tbc Railway slalion. On iJxal day, iiearly the wfco 
present there. Master Ram Cband and Hans 
ed on that day. On the 15lh May, 1919, 
and after consulihig llie teachers, for good, 6 for 

ye8tt,,and,a‘g90<t year, i was 

giv% p^sttjj^es on my han<&ll.|';'i'dk'M d echolars'hip. 
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T/i(S slateinmt ^Babu Mastan Chaiid, son of Chaiidhayi Devi Dilia Mai, 
Khdtriy age 48, of SIwykot,Jha 7 ig Dis/yict, late Assislanl 
Station Master, Kasiiy* 

On or about the 17th, live or six boys, Ibrce of liiem akoul sixteen years 
of age, and. Iayo about Ihiricen, were Hoggc'ci on the road near the 3rd 
class passengers’ hall. The boys w'cre stripped naked uplo the w aist, and 
their iiands and feet fastened to iron jwilings with a rope- This was 
done byJlie order of the. military authurkies. Tiic buys beiofigeu to different 
schuois and were selected, at random, to set an example to (Lv {leupie. 
The Railway staff was asked to be present at tiie Cogging. immediately 
after the boys had been Hogged and before the crowd iiad dispersed, 
Ah*. V. 0. Raynor, District Trailic Superinlendenl, told the Raiiw-ay staff 
that if they did hot name the persons who had taken part, in the attack 
on the station, they would also be similarly flogged. Eilb.'er liiai 
or the next day^ persons wTre Hogged, by l.)eing stied to the. Railway j’jobi 
supporting! the 'Wa-ter tank. On this day, the Distrie4 T]*afiir Super., 
intendent said to the station staff a*t3 Kasiir, that they must name and 
identify the ptmiment men of Kasua* as having taken imvh in the attack 
on the Railway station- Personaiiy I was asked again and again 
whether I could xdeiil'ify any of the big men of Kasur and 1 said, i.bwi 1 
Was not on duly at the time and that I , could not identify , a.ny oxie. 
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I was aiTOSle.il on April 27lL, at the Kasur station, by the police 
and confined in the Lahore jail, for having abetted the assault on 
Europeans. I was kept in this jail upto the 9th May wlien I was 
brought back to Kasur. On the 11th, I was released on bail. I reported 
myself on duty .to the Station Master at Kasur. Sulisequently 1 received 
orders that I was transferred to Ferozepore and from there to Pindi 
where I remained upto July, 29. On this day I received a telegram 
from my Department to go to Ferozepore, which I did. On Augusit 6th, 
1 was told by the Head Clei'k of the District Traffic Superintendent’s 
office at Ferozeijorc that my services were no longer required. I have 
rendered 2.3 years meritorious and loyal service. I w'as not on duty at 
the station wdien the crowd attacked it. No charges have been framed 
against me by my department. I fully believe that the reason for my 
arrest and dismissal w'as my inability to falsely implicato the pio^ 
minent men at Kasur. 
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The slaiement of Arjan Singh, son of Sunder Singh, Jat Bakhar, r^o yeal's, 
village Thathi Jamil Singh, Thana Valtoho, Tahsil Kasur, 
District Z.ahore. 

On the -ith or 5th day of Baisakh last, some soldiers came in the 
village 3 or 4 hours before dawn. They first came to my house and 
called me in a loud voice out. I came. Tlio party r ujcsistcd of Europciui 
■soldiere with the o.vccption of one Indian soldier. TJiey enquired of me, 
“How many of you had gone to Kasur.” 1 replied that neither I nor any 
one else had done so. Pistols and bayonets w'ore pointed at rny chest to 
frighten me. 1 was liren arrested and sked to point out .lawahar .Singh’s 
house, whie'h I did. A guard was posted at my house, .lawaliar Singh 
W'as not at homo, but his brother Tek Singh opened the dooi-, Nvlien iqjun 
the soldiers rushed in. On learning that Jawahar Singh was out, a 
guard was placed at his house and i was told to lead Hie olhers to ||ie 
house of Mohamadi I'arpenter. Mohainadi was similaily tlircatefied and 
a.sked to name all thusii who had gone tu Kasur. He said ijc ha.l not 
gmre there and did not know if iuay one else had dune so. He was limn 
taken in custody, and a guard was placed at his house. Tin same process 
was gone through in the case of Govind Singh, Gui’-Bakhsh Singh, and 
(lahna Singh. Our houses were searched; no loss was caused except in 
the case of Jai'^ahar Singh, whose' proijerly Hie soldiers deslroved. 




we were neing taken, the Lambardar Jhama Singh a 
were asked whether we had gone to Kasur. He replied that 
knowledge had gone. He was then asked whether we were o 
racter. He said we were good men, which reply did not 
officer. We were 'then marched to Sankhatra and were aske 
us were Natha and Veroo. We said node of us. Veroo was arn 
We seven were then placed in tongas and taken to Kasur Tehs 
to the station. ^ Each of us was escorted by 3 soldiers with Ic 
and bayonets fixed. We were kept there in the sun, .without 
and our statement was taken. We were not allowed even to 
selves. We said our names had been given by JuUan Arora, 
us enmity as we had not allowed sell our land insh 

lage. Hearing this statement, , t^'fK^^Salieb ordered that 
should no longer be watch^,i Ski ^4fe*'lvere ordered to put up . 
gnd take our own meals, and to reihain there. Accordingly, w. 
there for eleven days. Every day we were made to stand froi 
till midday, bareheaded in the sun, on the pretext of being 
We had to spend our nights in the inn. At last wdien no ch 
be proved against us we were released. 

.All this was done at a time when the crops were ripe, so we 
a great loss, as other people reaped our crops stealthily, and 
ripened corn fell on the ground. Cattle and carts passed thrc 
crops. 


Our cattle suffered, as there was no one to look after that. We J 
had to undergo many other losses. We were detained for so many < 
and exposed to indignity without any justification. Two badmashe 
this place, Surjan Singh and Jamit Singh, incited the Europeans aga 
US and broiight about all this trouble* 

Arjan Singh’s statement may be taken as the statement of all of 

It is correct. 

Thumb Impressions of Gahua Singh, son of Wasawa Singh Bha 
aged 55. Mohamda, son of Mihan carpenter, aged 55. Gurhuk 
Singh, son of Varam Singh, aged 44. itesidents of Thathi Jaimil 
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The statement of Makhaa Singh, son of Hira Singh, Jai, aged 40 years, 
milage Sankhatra, Thana Vdtohay Tahsil Kasur, Lahore District 

In the month of Bisakh as I and the other members of my family were 
as^e^p, I was awakened about 4 honrs before sunm© by sunie English 
soldiers and officers who entered my room. I was immediately arrest, 
ed, taken outside the room and made to sit on the road although the 
weather was cold and I had not proper clothing on, My house was 
guarded by the soldieri,. Three Others besides myself were arrested and 
were similarly made to sit on the road* ^ At day^break I was taken to 
my house that it ^ might be searched, Th© house of Nihal Singh was 
also searched. His wife and children were then turned out of it. Nothing 
objectionable was found in the search. They however took away one 
staff {Dang), The search was executed by the British soldiers, sepoys, 
and the Tahsildar. I was then taken in a tumium to Kasur, by three 
soldiers who carried loaded guns with bayonets fixed. We first went 
to Khem Karan and thence lo Kasur. On our way, 1 was given nothing 
to eat or drink nor allowed to answer th-e call of nature. At Kasur my 
turban was removed from my head, and 1 was cornpelled \o sit bare 
' headed on the platform In the sun. At nightfall I was taken to lim 
neighbouring Sarai. This continued for aboiiL twelve days. We were 
not fed there, and I had to borrow from a Tannurwaia in order to pro* 
cure food for myself. Policemen made it difficult for us even to ease 
ourselves. I was released after twelve days because I had done nothing 
objectionable. 
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The statement a/ Niaiam Din alias, Nisa, son of Maid ^ age ^2 years, caste Mochi 
resident of Raja Jang town, Tehsil Kasur, District Lahore, 

I am a member of the Thikri pahra (patrol) committee. 

On the day when Sherbaz Khan, with other officials, came for 
forcible recruitment, the people closed their shops {Harfal) out of fear 
and hid themselves. ■ Attempts were being' made to compulsorily recruit 
the people tod one of my dear Mends, namely Mehr Din, who had be- 
come my.:Dharam Bbai (Brother in religion) was caught- They wished 
him to enlist. I went in the same train do Kasur with all those cdhers 
who were the victims of compulsory recruilmenl. The Lanibardars iite 
suited me a lot and abused me. Bahadur Singh Zaildar of village Saliari 
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make an enquiry there. Upon this they said it was not Iboir husinass 
and that I could say whatever I wanted before the Colonel. Then I was 
dragged through the Bazar, four soldiers surrounding me. We had 
hardly gone a few paces when the people in the bazar, seeing me under 
arrest in that way, enquired the reason of m'y arrest. When the reason 
was explained to them, they pleaded a good deal on my behalf, in fact 
one of them took off his turban and placed it at (he foot of the soldier 
.;i;,:Kg-“£)loase lake back (he price and ke-p the Ihmgs also with you, but 
do kindly let this man off, and do not disgrace a respectable man in 
this way.” On such entreaties from the people, the soldiers took back 
(he price which they had paid -and kept the things and released me. 
After that almost every day soldiers used to come to my shop and to take 
away things, paying ten or tweive annas in place of a rupee. 

At the end of April 1919, on another occasion, four British soldiers 
rushed into rny shop, and without my permission, opened the boxes 
to see the things- One of the sold'er? said, “Name your King Emperor.” 
I kept quiet. After this the soldiers repeated the same words 3 or 4 
times in English and I replied that the name of the King Emperor was 
“King George.” He said “All right”; and asked me to offer three 
cheers and call out “Hip Hip Hurrah for King George” which was ac- 
cordingly done. In the meantime the other soldiers picked up goods 
(worth about 6 or 6 rupees) from the shop. I was under the impression 
that they would pay me for the same. One of the soldiers, in fact, 
enquired the price of a China cup and I told him the price. But they 
took up the things, and as they were going out without paying the price, 
my servant asked, “Will you take these things away free.'*” To this they 
replied, “Yes, in the name of the King Emperor.” Accordingly they took 
away the things without paying the price. After they had gione away, 

I came to know that they had done the same thing at other shops also. 
It struck me that I should complain to the Colonel about this, but i 
learnt that some people had done so, and were told that if they failed to 
identify the soldiers they would he flogged. Out of fear I gave up the 
idea of lodging any complaint. 

On another occasion a group of soldiers passed through the market. 
Sounds of Get up. Get up” were heard. (These words were heard eveiy 
day during Martial Law, tor the soldier used to exact soHams by saying 
these words.) Accordingly, every one of us got up, and began to salam 
the soldiers. But one man named SUtandar (who had a defective eye- • 
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sigiit and was hard ol hearing, and also old) was purcliasing a pair of 
spectacles and was sitting in the shop. He probably did not bear the 
sounds of '‘Get up’' and consequently did not salam. He bad his face 
towards the shop and hence could not see the people passing through 
Bazar behind him. One soldier gave a blow on the back of the old 
man with his fist. The poor old man fell down, and when he had 
liardly the time to get up and see what the matter was, another 
soldier passed by him and dealt him one more blow. Similarly ' every 
soldier that passed gave him a blow and the old man must have received 
7 or 8 blows. All the while the poor old man 
the cawse of Ihis outrage. He lay prostrate o. the ground. 

, ‘ ' ' '''S**'-' j’t Nk ' 

Thesiatemeni Dhaiipat Rai, son of Ladha Mai Halwai, age 60 years, 

j ■ Bazar Gumhara Wala, Kasnr, 

< 

During Martial Law days all the shops were ordered to be closed 
before 8 o’clock at night. On one occasion, I do not remember the 
exact date, just as I was going to close my shop at about 8 p.m., 7 or 8 
soldiers came to my shop and asked me why I had not closed the shop 
till then. I said that I was just then closing it. They demanded some 
cash from me. I said that I had no cash with me- Then two of the 
soldiers entered the shop, opened the cash box and took away Rs. 30 . 
The soldiers took away some bottles of aerated water also. I made no 
roiTiplaint as I was told it would be useless to do so. 

265 

The statement of Kisheti Mai, son of Eira Mai, Aram, Monga, age 40 years 
Shopkeeper^ of K at Usmdn Kkan^^.Kdsur, 

On May 2nd, 1919 , I had gone to Lahore to obtain some news 
about my son who had been arrested under Martial Law. From, Lahore 
to Lalyain I came in a Tonga. From Lalyain I was coming to Kasur 
on foot, when, on the way near Bhiilu village, twx) Mohammadan sol- 
diers seized me and began to drag me. They asked me, with threats, 
to give them ail I had, otherwise they said I would be sent to the lock- 
up. 1 was helpless. The two soldiers were stronger than myself, and 
gave me a severe beating, and took away Rs. 46 that I had with me. 
They also threatened to murder me if I mentioned a single word abouit 
the incident 
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The statement of Ba^hel Sin^h) son of Sardar Kesar Smghf co^sliaret 
in Maum Khara^ age 40 years^ Tahsil Kasur. 

1 pay to the GoYemment Rs. 76 per year in respect of Khushk land, 
and about Rs. 300 in respect of Tari land. I own about 90 acres 
oi: irrigated land. After Martial Law had been declared in 

the Punjab, British and Indian soldiers raided my viliage in the 
moriiing between 3 and 4:'a.m. I was sleeping in my house. 

The door was chained from inside. The soldiers entered rny house by 

climbing up the wails and woke me up. They enquired from me where 
the house of Teja Singh was. I took them to Teja Singh’s house. At 
that time there were the Colonel of the Army, the Sub-Dhisional Officer 
of Kasur, and the Sub-Inspector of Kasur. My house was searched 
during my absence. All my Uitensils of bronze and brass and eartn 
were broken. Rs. 340 in cash belonging to me, provisions worth Rs. 20 
and % ornaments of gold i.e:, one Laung and one Nami worth about 
Ks. 100, two shirts for males, two shirts for ladies, one sheet of long 
cloth, two other clothes for ladies, one of silk and one other of cotton, 

were taken away from my house. They attenipted to break the iron 

safe but failed. The iron safe has got marks of attempts made, to break 
it. They arrested and handcuHed me and took me to Kasur. I was 
detained in the lock-up for 18 days aiid was then let ofi on a bail of 
Rs. 1,000. The bail was furnished by Rahim Buksh of Kasur. 

I informed the Tahsildar about all my losses. The Tahsildar after 
15 or 20 days returned me Rs. 242 saying that the amount was handed 
over to him by the Colonel who had on his return from the village re- 
covered it from the soldiers. Nothing incriminating was found in my 
house yet I was subjected to this outrage. 
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The statement of Sadar Surain Smgh> Son of Sardar J azoala Singk^ Jai, 

35 cultivator, Patwar of Mama Khara, Tehsil Kasur^ 

My village is 2| miles from Kasur. About 1 or 2 p.m. European 
and Punjabi soldiers accompanied by the Sub-Divisional Officer came to 
our village. My three sons and myself wci’c arrested •vvhiist sleeping in 
our house. One of my sons- was studying at I he M, B. Bigli School, 
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Kasur. It was siispected that a watch belonging to one of the soldiers at 
Kasur was with my son* The soldiers broke my brass, cop|>er and 
' earthen vessels. 'M.y box was broken and ornaments worth Ks„ 700 
and Rs. 22 in cash were taken away. 

My son produced a watch and said that he had purchased il in the 
Kasur bazaar. This was corroborated by the seller of the watch. 1 and 
my other two sons were kept about 28 days in the havalat, TIn* third 



son was sent to Lahore for trial. He was acquitted* I a|>p]ied for the 
ornaments and the mcney. I was given Rs. 22 at the Tahsil but not the 
ornaments. Our house was searched in our absence, that is to say, we 
were taken to the Sub-Divisional Officer outside itt a JaBe whilst the 
soldiers were searching the house* '' ' f-' 

'' , , ; '"i "■ ' 

Sfk, srntmmnt 4 Sikts^bder, ' pf Ghma, Aram, 4 

',V '' ' . aI./ Taksii Kasur, ^ ' 

V' ' 'it |r‘s . K ’ ‘ t' , I- , 

, , In the month of Baisakh last, some soldiers came to our village 
about midnight. I was then in my field wateiing my crop. They 
locked my house and starched it the next day in my presence and took 
150 in cash and a wristlet worth Rs. 14* They also broke 
some metal and earthen utensils. After the search only Rs. 100 out of 
. Rs. 150 ’were returned to me. Only this amount w^as found with the 
soldiers on their being searched by the order of their Colonel and at the 
suggestion of the Tahsildar to whom I had complained. 

'Nothing iorriinioaling w'as found in my iioiise. On my presenting 
myseif at Kasur I was .irrested and chalioned before the Maryal 
\ Ciuorni^siuij, whirli nrtjniUed me. 


,1 * 

‘I 

I 


rkc staithii^nt ej Bisakhi, son of Rdu Chopra, aj Puttao Kalan, 

Tchsil Kftsur, Distrid Lahore t 

On the 20th or 21si April 1919, at midnight British and Indian sob 
diers raided our village Piittoo Kalan. I was out at Handal village, for 
labour* My house was searched in my absence. Some of my things, 
such as iilcnsils, quills, were laken away. Other things were broken. 
I arn a poor rnan. I suffered a great deal. Although nothing incrimi- 
nating was found in my house,-! was arrested -and kept in custody' lor 
10 days. 

My case 'was heard by the Martial law Commission and I was let 
^ off. My loss amounted to about rupees fifty. 



The statement oj Badhli Mai, sm of Gurditta MaL age 35 years, Arora, 
Shop-keeper of Puitoo Kalan, TehsU Kasur, Disinct Lahore. 

At about the midaight of the 20 tb or ■ . 21 st April, soiae British and 
Indian soldiers raided our villagei Puttoo Kalari. I was sleeping , before 
my shop, when they came and awoke me and asked me who the looters 
ol: Kheio Karan Station were. I replied that 1 had no knowledge. On 
this, they snatched from me the key of my shop and began to loot it. 
There were about thirty or thirty-five rupees in my box, which they took 
away. They threw away (sugar, molasses, almonds, dry dates, raisins, 
tobacco and other things, w'hich were in my shop. They broke one 
almirali., which had cost me forty .rapeeS'. My total loss would be about 
.rupees one hundred. Some English officers, the Tahsildar, and the Sub- 
:'lnspecte'' of Police were present. 
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The stale fjienl oj Bibi Rani, widow at Abdullah, aged years, Arain^ 
of Puitoo Kalan, TehsU Kasur ^ 

One night, in the beginning of Biaisakh, some British and Indian 
soldiers raided our village. M^y son Ganna was sleeping in the house. 
They woke him up and arrested him. Then they searched my house, 
broke my box, and scattered my utensils and other things. They des- 
i roved everything they could lay hands on. My loss was Rs. 40 to 60. 

1 am a poor wonrian. • 
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The statement of Lala Lai Chand, son of Lala MakJmn Chand, age 33 year a 
proprietor of the firm of LalLchand tliralal, Kasur. 

, , On the 22nd of April, at about 5 in the evening, y four or five Euro- 
pean soldiers rushed into my shop and took aw^ay by force 2 ' dozen" 
match boxes. When, I asked them for the price they threatened,: me' 
pointing their guns towards me. I, got . frightened and they walked 
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The statement oj TuXm. Ram, ^on of Hazari Mal^ age 28 years^ Aroray 
of Jang^ Raja^ Tahsit Kasur^ District Lahore, 

In the month, of Bhadon 1976 (Bifcram Era) when I was ready to join 
a marriage party of a boy belonging to oar caste, some five or six Lam» 
bardars, along with a watchman, came o my house in tlie morning, and 
told .me to weigh rations for the officials and their staff, 
As I was feeling feverish at the time, 1 did not want to go, so I wished 
to send my father to do this work, but they insisted on my accompanying 
them. Accordingly I was forced io foUoyv thoni and when I reached the 
school, I saw that Sher Baz KJhan, the two'T^ehsitdars, 

, I3^nd other; officers ‘‘Were Zailda.is and Larnbardars 

hi thO' Sub Inspector of Police 
with ionr or five constables and two young men, one named Chirag, and 
the other whose name I do not remember, were also there. I was told 
that I was enlisted and was asked to put my thumb impression on some 
paper. At that time some 19 men had been collected with the object 
of enlisting them. All were threatened and forced to mark their thumb 
impressions and one man was actually beaten and abused. Whoever 
refused to make his thumb impression, was made to stand in the sun 
and ill-treated, and then again asked to put his mark. Under compul- 
sion, eighteen of them either signed or put their thumb mai*ks. I was 
tlie only person, who neither signed nor put his mark. I was 
taken out frorm among them and made to sit alone in a room. We were 
kept there for the night, and were watched so that none of us might run 
away. If any of us had to answer a call of nature he was followed by a 
guard and not more than two were allowed to go at a time. After keep- 
ing us there for the night ail the 19 of us were brought to Kasur by 
the 9 a.m., train. Our relations entreated the officers to let us go, but no 
one listened to them and we were brought to Kasur. Many of these 
relations were not allowed to travel in the same train, although they had 
the tickets with them. The Lambardars stood in their way and the 
Tahsildar gave orders to turn them out. ■ ■ 

At the Ruihanwala station two more; were forced to sit with us, .but'.: 
they were let off- An attempt; was made : to force by beating a juggler - 
ai the Kasw slation to enlist* Ultimately he was lei off. He was going 
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to Jferozepur. On th©' way to the JfCasur ' Tahsil^ another person was 
forcibly canght and made to accompany ns. At the Tahsil we were kept 
under the guard of a hevaldar. We were taken to the Assistant Coro- 
missioner at about 2 p.m. who, nolwithsLanding the wailing and crying 
of our relalions, paid no heed to them and we were made to stand in 
a line. An officer whose name we do not know was talking all the time 
with the Tehsildar in English. At about i p.m. we were taken to the 
city and food was provided for us. Then we were ordered to march 
through the town with a band. We were garlanded with flowers. 
Whoever asked us was told by us-, that we had been brought forcibly. 
After tliat we wierei taken to the Railway Station and were made to sit in 
a coinpartment, -which was specially wacat.ed for' us, the passengers^ being 
asked to get down. Tw^o Lambardars, iUio Zaildar, and a sergjeant, all 
armed with guns took their seats near ih« windows to guard us. One of 
the 19 persons forcibly brought from Raja Jang managed somehow to 
make his escape at Kasur and the remainirig 18 were brought to the 
Lahore Railway station as well as the Changar seized at Kasur. 

We stayed for the night in the Sarai situated in Landa Bazar Lahore 
and our names were written in the Register of the Sarai. The names of 
the Lambardars and the Zaildar as well as the name and the number of 
the Sergeant w ere also noted there. In the morning we wem taken and 
fold to bathe in the tank near the Station but we did not do so. They 
then wanted to take us to the Recruiting Officer each one separately, but 
we Temained logether, and \^ent with them towards Anarkali. From 
liere a few of us Oed by the road which goes to the District, comis, and 
the others, whom they tried to guard, also ran away, but after going for 
a short distance were again caught and beaten by the Sergeant near the 
District Court. We forced our way to the District Courts followed by 
the Zaiklars and others and waited for the Oeputy Commis-sioner. The De- 
puty Comrnisisionefr cam© and entered hi.- room , and we followed him 
entreariiig and laying our grievances l>efo,]''e him. Our women with 
children had come to Lahore by the morning train; and they met us in the 
District Court. The Lambardars tried to dissuade us from enlering but 
'\v:e: g'ot'ln^ by another door 'and coroplainin'l tfiat we had been hroughi; for- 
cibly; none: of us desired to do. The Deputy Cmnmis- 

/sloner.vvas/kind .enough to, allow' us to go away. On our coining out, 
another attempt was made to take us to Ih© Recraiiing Ofiicer but we 
returned to the court and an orderly helped us 'to get out of their clutches. 
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Every one of ns managed to return home somehow, etUier on foot or some 
other way, for none of ns had a single pi to pay the railway fare. I re- 
niembetr the names of my companions were Sohna Bhalia, Goona, Slieikli 
Ahdnl Haqq, Shahabn Mochi, Dina carpenter, Bago carpenter, thjiragli 
weaxer, Natliu weaver, Me hr butcher, Sarain Sing]) Ghumair (Potter;, Asa 
Singh Gliinniar, Ladha Singh Ghmniar, Umra Teli, Mohamad Dio 
weaver, Nura sweeper and Rura sweeper. 

When the officers encamped in our village, every one closed . his 
shop, the Zamindars fled, and others hid themselves in their fields. This 
cojitinued for three days. The Zamindars and other gentry hid their 
own children and got the Kamin (non propdelot*s or village menials) em 
"rolled, 




I have to make the same statemenib as that made by Tulsi Ram, which 
I have read, I may add that I had given 10 recruits who went volun- 
tarily and whose receipts I have got. 

SHEIKH ABDUL HAQQ, 
son of Farzand Ali, age 22 years. 

I have to make a slafement similar o Tulsi Barn’s which I have heard 
and found correct. I was asked to kill a goat for the officials, but on 
arriving at the school w^as treated in the same maner. 

Thnmh impression of MEHR DIN TELI, son of Jalal Din 

age 30 years. 

My statement is similar to that of ulsi Ram, Abdul Hac|q and Mebr 
Din, I was asked to fetch water for the camp. 

Thamb impression of MOHAMMAD DIN, son of Mehr weaver 

age 15 years. 

statement is similar to that made by Tuisi Ram, I was suffering 
iroin difficulty in breathing but inspite of that I was forcibly taken. 

Thumb impression of MOHAMMAD DIN, son of Mehr wea- 
ver, 15 years of age. 

My statement is similar to that made by Tulsi Ram. I had been call- 
ed to prepare tent pegs. 

Thumb impression of BAGO, son of Karim Bakhsh, carpenter 

35 years. 




My case is similar to Tulsi Ram*s but I fled from the Kasur Station 
somehow. I was going along with cattle when I was called to help in 

ihe camp and then seized. 

Thumb impression of SARAIN SINGH, 
son of Suthan Singh Ghumar. 

I was taken forcibly, and received the same treatment as Tulsi Ram. 
I was about to bathe, when Hakim Singh and Teja Singh, Lambardars, 
told me to help them in bringing down some bags from the train. De- 
ceiving me in this way, they brought me to the school without allowing 
me to bathe and clothe myself. What further took place has been 
stated by Tulsi Ram. 

Thumb impression of LADHA SINGH, ^son of Fala Singh 

Ghumar, 17 years of age. 
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The statement of Lala Ganpat Rat, son of Lala Gobind Ramy caste Khatri^ 

Mehta, employee of Lakhmi Chand Mohan Lai, of Kasun 

• 

One day I was standing at the sliop of Mani Ram, sweetmeat sellet*, 
near the Railway station. It was about 9 o’clock in the morning. The 
Captain Sahib, accompanied by a few villagers whom I did not know, 
emerged from the Railway station, and came in mj direction. The 
villagers were made to stand on the road near Mani Ram’s shop. The 
Captain Sahib had proclaimed before this that whoever would not salute 
him would be severely beaten. As I was aware of it, I salamed 
him when he approached me. Thereupon the Captain Sahib said that 
1 had not salamed him properly and that consequently I should also 
.st8iid on tlic road along with the villagers. I obeyed. Thereupon we 
Were ail drilled for about half an hour. After this some men were 
released. Along with three others. I was required to present myself 
again in the evening, for, he said that we could noft drill well, and 
would have to be drilled for a week. When I presented myself in the 
evening, Syed Ahmed Shah informed me that the Captain Sahib had 
gone to Ferozepore and that I should present myself again the next 
morning. I told him that I had urgent business at Lahore the next 
day and had to go there. He replied that I inust appear the next morn- 
ing, or I should be very severely punished. I, therefore, could not go 
to Lahore and had to abandon my intention to do so* I went to the 
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Railway station at 7 o’clock on the next morning, and after I had 
waited there for an hour was told that the Captain bahib liad not till 
than returned from Ferozepore as the Bombay Mail was lute and 1 was 
reqthred to attend at 11 o’clock again. I went at 11 o’clock again, the 
Captain Sahib came and said, ‘ ‘Now you may go, in future salam, as 
you have been taught to do.” 

1 was thus put to great inconvenience for twu days for nothing. 
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The statement of Lala Daulat Ram Haaila, age 52 years^ ■' 

Kucha Hathianwala^JKasur, . 

I had a brothei' named Sunder Das. He was about 62 years of age. 
The Martial Law Officer sentenced him to one month’s imprisonment, 
5 stripes, and a fine of Hs. 60 on a false charge of purchasing stolen 
wheat. He was first ordered to receive 20 stripes, but, at the instance 
of the Doctor, it was reduced to 6 stripes, although the Doctor 
told the sahib that my brother, was so ill that he would not be 
able to bear any Hogging or imprisonment. It was about the 18th of 
May, I went to see my brother in the Lahore Jail, but the interview 
was not allowed. I then went again on the 18th of June, the date 
Oil which he ^^a :5 to be released. The Darogiia asked me to take a 
longa saying my brother was on the point of death. 1 look a tonga. I 
made tiie old man (my brother) sit in it and took him to the Lahore 
Hospital, because his condition was precarious. We reached the Hospital 
and he expired after a few hours, the same d|iy. 

No receipt was given regarding the fine, which my brother . had 
paid. 
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T/ie statement of Jew&D; son of Gliulam Mohammad^ Fagir, age 40 years, resident 
Moima Kharhparh, TeJtsil Kasiir^ 

Mussamat Hassu is my wife- In the month of Baisakh (S.Y.) 1976 
she left me and went lo Kasiir to her father Noora. From there she 
went to the house of Kammo a dancing girl. When I learnt of it I came 
to. Kasur and went to the dancing girl’s house and asked my wife to 
cpme back to me. She refused to come and abused me. I left her and 
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having taken my friends Pir Karam Shah, Mubarak Ali, Imam Din, and 
.Nivvazish Aii with ino again went to her. J succeeded in briiiging her 
back, but two or three hours after she again ieft my house in my 
absence. She went to Captain Doveton,lhe Martial Law Administrator, 
and complained that we five (Karam Shah, Mubarak Ali, Imam Din and 
NiwazishAli and myself) had committed dultery with hen On this I was 
brought from my village handcufed. Karam Shah, Mubarak Ali, Imam 
Din and Niwazish Ali were also arrested. I was ordered by the Martial 
Law Administrator to receive thirty stripes and pay a fine of Rs. 25. In 
the course of flogging I fainted. When I recovered I asked for water 
which was refused. I paid the fine but no receipt was given to me. I 
was flogged in the presence of the dancing girls of the city- 

On the day previous to that I was llog,g|ed, I had been called to 
the station where my wife was present before Captain Doveton. On Ms 
asking my wife who I was she said I was her husband and I said she 
was my wife.. No further enquiry was made and I was sent to the hava^ 
lat at the station. The others too were kept at the havalat. The others 
were also questioned. They admitted they had accompanied me to 
fetch my wife., No witnesses were examined. We were taken to the 
platform the next day and flogged in the presence of Captain Doveton 
and some two or three officers and the prostitutes. Each one was 
given ten stripes by each of the three European soldiers, thus making 30 
stripes each. 

277 

The statement of Saiyed Karain Shah, son of Saiyad liussain Shah, 
age 40 years, formerly in the Faridkot cavalry, Kasur, 

I was employed for 2 years in the Cavalry in Faridkot state. Wlien 
Martial Law was in vogue, I was sent for by Captain Doveton at the RalL 
way Station and was charged with having committed adultery with 
a w^oman, named Hassu. There were six more accused in- 
cluding her husband. No witnesses were produced nor were 
our statements recorded. We were ordered to pay a fine of Rs. 25 
each, and to have 30 : stripes. We were flogged at the Piailway 
Station after being tied to the railing, in the presence of all the pro- 
stitutes of Kasiir who had been called there. The names ol the other 
accused are: — ^Imam Din, ’ Nawazish Ali Shah, Mubarak Ali, Khoja 
Shiraz, Teja Singh and her . husband. I was innocent of any such 
offence. I was in Faridkot Cavalary for 22 years. I requested Captain 
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Doveton that I should not be flogged in Ike presence o£ the prostitules, 
but to enlist me and send me to the front, but be did not listen to 
me. Basso’s husband was flogged so severely that he became uncon- 
scious. He asked for water, but the Saheb did not give it to him. 

Jewan’s wife had gone away to the brothel. At his request I had 
gone with him and others to the brothel and brought away the woman. 
I was charged with committing adultery rvilh .Tewan’s wife, iliough Jewaii 
is my murid (disciple), and I had gone to assist him. 

278 I'*'' ' 

■ ‘ ‘ I ‘ ' 

The siaiemeni of Bishen D&ss, son 0/ Sarah Dyal, age years, Khatri Puri, 
resident. Kasha Khem Karan, Tehsil Kasur, District Lahore, 

• On the 16 th, one employee of iVt^^t^umiittee * to me and 

told mo tliat the Colonel teq[Uired me at the police station. I was 
also inform^ that two persons, having the common name of Chuni Lai, 
and one Ralla Earn bad also been sent for. On my way I met Ralla 
Ram and Chuni Lai. ’ The other Chuni Lai was not theire. One Bagh 
Ali joined us on the way. Then we proceeded to the police station at 
about 3 p.m., outside which w© foimd about 10 or 16 armed British 
soldiers and 3 or 4 troops. Inside, there were two F.Tig1iahTnftT) 
who told us that they were going to have a Durbar at 6 o’clock. Bagh 
Ali was sent away and we three were kept there on the pretext that 
something about the Durbar had to be considered. They then asked us 
to accompany them and took us to that side of the railway where the 
Military had been stationed. On the way they talked with us about the 
rales of corn, etc. These gentlemen took us aside and enquired what 
we thought of the Rowlatt Act. The gentlemen told us that the Row- 
latt Act would be withdrawn, but that in its place, Martial Law had 
been declared and that we would be hanged or shot; that we should 
truly tell them if there was any man in the town against the Govern- 
ment. We replied that there was no such man. Then they enquired 
aliout the station and asked who had done the mischief there. We re- 
plied that we knew nothing about it and that we had helped the em- 
ployees of .the railway station. Then they said that we were under 
arrest, and we were then placed in the custody of the British soldiers. 
At about 6 p.m., we were taken to Kasur in a turn- turn under an escort 
of 6 armed British soldiers. The troops were kept ready to surround 
thp town. F© werp kept nt the polipe station for two nights, and then 
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on Ike 18Lh ol April were bailed and ordered nut to leave Kliein Karan 
for the next 10 or 15 days. We were not told the cause of our ar- 
rest and why we were thus disgraced. So far as I know, no investiga- 
tion of any charge against me was made. 

I have just heard the statement made by Bishen Das, son of Sarab 
Dyal- Wiat he has stated is correct. Owing to the sufferings I had to 
undergo whilst under arrest, I became ill and suffered for three 
months. The food was bad and the smell in the room was awful. 

My statement is the same as that of Bishen Das, which has been 
taken in my presence, with the exception of the fact that when the Eu- 
ropean officers enquired of me about the Rowlatt Act, I told them that I 
considered it bad, because the learned men and the leaders had declar- 
ed it so. Further, I told them that we were doing nothing against the 
Government. Had we been doing so, my nephew Ram Chand would 
not have helped to save the life of the European lady at Kasur. 

279 

The statement of Mian Mubarak Ali, broker, son of Mian Barkat Alt, 

Kot Rukm Vddin Khan, Kasur, 

Jiwan Faqir came to me and began to say, wife has gone 

away to Kamu’s house at Chhalla kothi. I request you to accompany 
me to Murad kot to render me help along with the Sayids/’ I went 
along with 6 other persons, and after making entreaties brought the 
woman home. I then went to look after my own business. Two 
days after this occurrence, Col: Doveton sent for me at the Station and 
locked me up along with other persons. He further ordered that J. 
should be fined Rs. 25 and be given 15 stripes. .1 was kept in tiio lock- 
up for one night and the whole of the following day. 1 was then 
ordered to pay up the fine and I paid it, but when a receipt for the 
amount of the fi.ne paid was demanded, I was abused and no receipt 
was given. At the time of the medical examination, the Doctor 
said that I was very weak on account of piles and that I ««uoiiId not 
be flogged; but the Sahib paid no heed to that, and f %vas flogged. 
While flogging was going on I wanted water; but 1 was told those were 
fasting days and no body would be allowed water. I was not 
examined nor was any witness heard on my behalf. I was flogged in 
the presence of the city prostitutes and the Mirasis. 

I do not know to this day; why I was sent -for or flogged and 
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279 A 

Tlu statement of Jagaii Nath son of Khet Ram, age 30 years, shop neeper, 
Khem Karan, Kasur^ 

At the end of the third week of April, between the IStii and the 
20th, constable Allah Ditta, No. 277, came to nie and informed me that 
there was a warrant of arrest issued against me and that I would have to 
suffer in the same way as Lala Bishan Dass, Chuni Lai and others, 
unless I paid some money to him. The sum should be at least Rs. 200- 
I said I could not pay such a big amount. He continued to harass me 
for three days. At last I agreed to pay Rs. ,20 to him. I borrowed that 
money from Lala Jhandu Ram Jagan Nath; I have repaid the mone; 
not in cash but in kind ; I discharged in two montlr 

by giving articles of small value from time to time. My income is 
about Rs. SO a month. ■ ^ 

I did not witness the actual payment of bribes by others, but I was 
told by the following men among others that they paid the several sums 
stated against their names : — 

Gyan Chand Rs. 25/- Nand Lai Rs. 26/- 

279 B 

The joint statement of (i) Mussamat Mehran, daughter of Feroze Din, age 
25 years, dancing girl. (2) Jhando, daughter of Karim Bahhsh, age 
30 years, (3) Nizeer, daughter of Kamal, age 22 years, (4) Sardar Began, 
daughter of EllaJii Bakhsh, age 2$ years, {f) Sona Jan, daughter of Ditta, 

23 years, (6) Ferozan, daughter of Karim Bakhsh, age 25 years, (7) 
Bihar Jan, daughter of Boota, age 30 years, (8) Ameer-un~Nissa, daughter 
of Ramzan, all dancing girls of Kasur, 

One day during the Martial Law regime, sometime in or about the 
third week of May, all the dancing girls, with the male musicians of 
Kasur, were ordered by beat of drum to attend at 4 p.m. the Railway 
station, Kasur, tlio headquarters of the Military. It was announced that 
if any dancing girl failed to attend, she would be shot. All the dancing 
girls appeared at the Railway station in the aft0rnoGr!i. None of us knew 
why we were summoned. The order was said to have proceeded from 
the Martial Law officer. Soldiers went to our houses to fmd if any of 
us had remained behind. Wiien we reached the Railway station, we 


Lahore— (kaswr)'i^o. .279B contd, k 279c. 372‘--7 

found the Martial Law Administrator, Captain Dovetoa, with two or 
three niilitary officers. Wo were ordered to stand near the iron railing 
of the signal at the railway platform. Shortly after, a man was tied 
to an iron railing, and we were ordered to watch him. No police SubJns- 
pector or any other police officer was present. We had been ordered 
by the Captain Sahib to appear. As we could not bear to watch the 
flogging, we tried to hide our faces, but Captain Doveton made ns all 
look at that horrible sight and threatened us with the i^miark, * 'Ob- 
serve carefuliy the result of love-making’’. 

The Sahib Bahadur never remonstrated with any of the police in 
our presence for having summoned ns. Five men were flogged- After 
being flogged, each of them was brought close to us and every one of 
us was ordered to look at his bleeding body. This shocked us very 
much. When they started flogging Karam Shah, he yelled out with 
pain. We could no longer bear the sight and turned our eyes away, 
but Captain Doveloii came amongst ns, and after pushing ns brutally, 
compelled us to look at the flogging. He threatened us with flogging, 
if we failed to look at it carefully. We were allowed to return home 
when the flogging was over. On account of this horrible sight, several 
of us have suf ered in health and am still terror-stricken. 

279C 

21 ie statement q/ Gamaii, son of Allah Bakhsk, water carrier^ 
age 2 s years, Kasur. 


I live in a new enclosure near the distant Signal of the Kasur 
Railway Station. I used to work in Deeda Garh. The distant Signal is 
situated between the two places. When at about 10 a.m. on the day 
of the disturbance, the train stopped at the distant signal. I saw a crowd 
approaching from the city side. I was going to Deeda Garh for work, 
and was at that time passing the level crossing. I heard people shout- 
ing cries of, “Jai, Jai,'" They were asking the Railway employees ■ to 
leave off work and observe hartal, when two British soldiers from the 
train started firing with their revolvers. On this, the people became 
infuriated and began to smash window panes and damage railway car-, 
riages* When I saw that, I left the place. While I was- proceeding to 
Deeda Garh I heard five or six shots. 


’ll 
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279D 

The staiement of Hian Haji Nur Mohammed, of HajiHazuri Kluin, 
age 22 years, Belooch, camel driver, and zamindari, 
residing atKot Halim Kharis Kasur. 

On the 12th of April last I was standing at about 9-30 a.m. at the 
gate which is near the Railway line, outside Kot Halim Khan. Slier 
Alam Sha and Kamaludin Khan ware with me. The train from 
Patti stood there, as no signal bad been given from the station, in ,4,. 
short time the train from Perozepur also came land stopped there lor 
the same reason. 

. I then saw a crowd of about 200 boys coming from the station 
towards us. I went forward to see it.„ When I came to tiie fencing, 
the boys came there and shouted, ^^dmdhi M jai; observe the hartall 
You engine drivers and Railway people^ do you also observe the bar- 
taV*. Just then some European soldiers began to fire from the train. 
I, thereupon, turned back and fled to my house. About half an hour 
later, Kamaludin Khan and Sh^r Alam Shah and others brought a lady 
with her children to our Kot. I brought a cot for them on which they 
sat. I gave bread to the children and milk to the lady. 

After half an hour, the Police Superintendent cam-e and took them 
away. 

Some of the soldiers who were firing were bare-headed and others 
had their caps on. They faced the west. The firing took place from the 
train from Ferozepur. I was facing the east and watching. As I was 
proceeding home I heard the noise of further firihg. There must have 
been 8 or 10 soldiers. I could see the two or three who were firing, 

279E 

Tfic slalemeiU of Baij Nath Handa. age 22 years, tf Lhc firm of llanda 
Brothers, Landa Bazar, Kasur. 

During the prevalence of Martial Law, some European soldiers 
came one day to my shop, and asked ma to show to them a looking 
glass, a handkerchief and a pocket book. When I showed them various 
samples for approval, instead of returning them, they took them away 
in their pockets. When I demanded the price, bayonets weie pointed 
at me, which frightened me- I went to the Martial Law officer and com- 
plained against these soldiers and pointed them out to him as they were 
entering the station. The officer paid no attention to this. After the sol- 
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diers had entered the station, the officer turned towards me and said, 
‘Vhat. is it?’' 1 complained that the European soldiers tiaci forcibly 

brought away things Irom my -shop. He asked, ‘Xaii you recognise 
them?” I said, '**Sir, all the Europeans are alike to me and, therefore, 
it was that I pointed them . out- to you, but you paid no heed; how can 
I recognise them now?” ' ■Then, the Captain turned to the Slaiion Master, 
Babu Kirpa Ram and told him to enquire about wliat I was saying. 
Babu Kirpa Ram asked me what articles had been brought away. I 
mentioned to him what the articles were. The Captain then went in- 
side and sent for me and asked me whether I was ill and was suffering 
irom fever. I said that I ' was suffering from palpitation of the heart, 
fever and epilepsy, Ife asked a doctor to examine me. The doctor did 
it, and told the Captain something in English, The Captain llien again 
asked m,e what damage I had suffered; whereupon, I iolbrmed him 
about it. Finally, he asked, me whether I had any ■vvliiiess. On my 
mentioning his name, he was sent for, Fifteen European soldiers were 
placed before us for identification, but we failed to recognise any of 
them. Then he ordered that each of us should receive 5' stripes,. How- 
evBr, on account of my illness,- he :Subsequently let me off and told me 
never to complain again. 

-—PATTI 

279 F 

The statement of is on of Pandit Anmit Ram^ 35 

Manager of LalaChajju Ram 6 ^ Sards factory^ Patti, Di strict Lahore^ 

It was on the 21st of April, 1919 , ‘ at about 12 A-M., when f wa_s in 
the factory, that a peon of the Municipal Committee came ifrei'c and told 
me that I was w^anted by the Colonel. I accompanied him fu the 
Camp, where the Deputy Commissioner and the Colonel onqiiirt*fl of 
rue whether I was one of the party w'ho had convened ihe^ impaling of 
protest against tile Ro.wlatt Act. I replied in the riegali\C‘ and aildeci 
.that. I. had neither delivered any' .sp^eech, nor wrllleii an> aiiiede to this 
effect. I was, then asked if I was. an Arya SarnajisL J denied this* They 
kept me there' for an hour and handed me over to ilie ’police %vho tool 
.me. to, the, lock. up. Next morning, i.e., on the 22ncl of April, 1019^ 
'..a.Iong' with other eight men who had also been arrested at Patti, I was 
sent to Amritsar in a special train. On reaching Amritsar, wo were maL 
treated by the Railway officials, who, insulted, abused, and pushed us 
aside. From there we were taken in a motor, car to the Court Martial, 
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lioldiag its silling in tiie Company Bagh. ' \h were not allowed op- 
port'iiniiies for easing ourselves and were not provided with any food, 
la the evening we were handcnffed and sent to Jail under a police goarcL 
On iiie waVj tlie Police Officer;' .in ' charge us that any 0! lis niio 
fell out of line woiiid^ be shot dead. '' On reaching the jail, we were lock- 
ed up ill a barrack and: kept hungry. On' the 2ord iiioraiiig, we were 
taken out of the barrack for ctiiswering calls of nature and tlrcn laod 
given to iis* When we were about to begin our meals the Janiadar 
came and told us that tliose who had been arrested at Paiil w ere rc- 
■quired by the Darogha Jail; so without taking our meal we went to him. 

There, Giir names and addresses were taken and we were provided 
with chits and then put in a tent. Irons' were put round one loot ot 
each of us, and the irons of all of us were connected by one chain along 
with those of 5 other men who were. sweepers- We ivere made to ansiver 
calls of nature, standing naked: .and facing the rest. 

k few 'days , later, I was put’- with four others . in a cel! which w'as 
' meant; for one pri sometime, ' this number wvas reduced by one or 
.'SO:.''', 

■ We 'Were taken out, morning and evening, for aa hour each time 
for a'nswexing calls of nature and lor taking our meals. 

Bad food was given to us. Sometimes it was : ‘uiider-cooked, , a'ud, 
at others, over-cooked. We were also given some parched, gra'm to eat 
with the s'weepers- 

, T:iie treatment accorded to me and my companions by the Darogha r>r 
the Jail was of the worst kind, such as would be deemed insulting ewii 
by an ordinary inan. From harsh speech he sometimes desce;o,(led, 
..to /abuses, and. I have seen Mm beating some of the prisoners with 
' -shoes. ' I 're in the Amritsar jail for about one month. , 

' ; After that, on the 23rd of May, I was .taken .to Kasiir by train. 

: ' : There wvewvere liandcufed a.od taken on foot frpm. the Railway 
; Sta'tioii to the Police Station. The room in which fourteen of ■ 11 s vvere 
kept, was s'ufficieiit only for .four or five ■ persons . and without ^sanitary 
arrangenieiils. This oniissioii made our li'fe miserable. ' 

On the 25tli of M'ay, we were 'taken before the 'Deputy SuperiD'le:?!- 
: :dent of Police at Kasur and. released ' without being tried on any charge 
,W' ha lever. Thus, for thirty-Sve days, we were kept in coiilliiemerit 
without; any ,reaso.naMe cause and treated . more like beasts tbaii human 
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279G 

son .of BeU Ram, age 2 % ymrs^ 

Commission Agents Patti, . 

' Tti© above statemeBt of Pandit ' D-ev R aJ w.Mcli was read over to Hie is 
turn. I. was aiTested on account of/ttiy being I.I10 nepliew of Amirchand, 
who is the Manager of the D.A. V. High Scbool, Pattis and on wiiic!i:aC4:x)i3nt 
iSarcIar Isiiwar Skig.li, Inspector of Police bears my uncle a grudge. 

279 fi 

The staietmnt qj'Wishmi A,'.- of Lala Kesar iliciA Kkatt% age 32 yeafs^ 

resident of Patti, 

Aie'etiags were held on twu days^ viz., tke 5tli aad 6th of April at 
Paiti* I was invited by^ the conveners to preside on the 6th. Accoi’ding- 
ly, at 4 P.M.j accoBipanied by my friend Sini Swami Bal Saroop, I 
/went to the house of Shri Swami Lachhman Das., The conveners^ how- 
■ever, finding an abler maa in Sardar Bhagwan Singhj got him , to preside 
a,ncl 'coiid,uct the meeting. I was asked to propose a resolution, .In obe- 
dience to that wish I proposed the resolutioii in a few 'words. About 
1500 men were present- My speech was to- the following effect.:— “The 
:good of the Government lies in this., that no distrust should 'be':, engem 
-dered between the rulers and the ruled,- and the strength of the -adminis- 
tration also consists in treating the subjects 'as a som. Such oppres-' 
‘sive' legislation would create distrust- and the stability of the Govem- 
.iile'iit was likely thereby -to suffer/’ 

The people had of their - own accord arranged for a Hartal and a 
-fast. Policemen were saying to the public that if they wished lo observe 
the Hartal and a fast, they should not he afraid, but should be firm and 
■should, promote feelings ol love between one another. 

•The. people thought, that, if the Police even were in agreement with 
-them, there was nothing objectionable in the movement and so there was 
.no cause - for fear. They thought they vvere not committing any crime. 

' 'After this; the report from Amritsar reached us, and the people 
thought that the firing on the mob, which was quite mnocent and was 
only goiBg to the Deputy ' Commissioner to pray -for the release of Doctors 
fiitclilew and Satyapal, was quite -unjustifiaMe. This view,, was repeated 
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fsYjii! nioutli to liiouili. Then came the news of the tragedy of the baiili* 
which WBs inimedialely followed by tlie news oi‘ the oilier iiapperjiiigs 
there. That excited llie people so much indeed that in spite of llie efiorts 
of the educated classes, some roischieYoiis' persons cot the wires between 
tile liaiiway Sta!ion,s of Patti and liasur. 

The statemeni of Bai Sarilp? cvMivaiar at Krishna Ashram^ Paitif, Teksii 

Kasufs Distict Lahore. 

A aieeling was held at Patti to oppose the Rowiatt 'Act. 1 made a 
S|K;ecii on Salfagralm on that occasion. I was arrested on the 26th or 
27i!i of Apri! at -Krishna Ashram. The next ’ day. I was brought to 
Amritsar, and subjected to Yarions 'indignitiei. ' I was locked up in a 
siuall room with 14: other persons. ^ We '.were so crowded that I could 
not sit without my ciothes, touching the .vessel coiitaining I 

wag given food 24 hours after my arrest- The next day, I \¥as ta-keii 
to Kasiir, and then to Amritsar. I was given no food again when brought 
to Kasur,. SubseqTie,iit!T i was released,- without . any trial or my state- 
rnei.it being taken. I was beaten when in , the Lahore Jail. 

279K 

The siatemeni Ihlsi Ram, son of Belt Ram^ caste Bhalla^ .aged 24 , 
ymrs, (Jommission Agents Patii Mandif Districl Lahore. 

On the 28tri of April a man came to me and said that I was ivaEted 
by M.ir Inayat Ullali, tlie Sub-Inspector ■ ol Police, at the Haveli of 
MiiiisM Piam, Before I could go, Sirdar Isliwar Singh, Inspdiior oi' 
Pcdice, came there with some soldiers. I was ordered to get dowii and 
staiid amongsi the soMiers.',.' . On my ^^ompliance, i 
was taken to the ^ Police S'tation and kept tliere- At night, 
Sirdar .Ishwar Singh called me to' Ms quarters and told -me that if I would 
falsely report agamst soirre live oiv^^ seven- persons and also pay Mm two 
litiii'^red rupees., I woiiM be re!ea.sed. I told Mm that I was not going to 
falsely charge any riiaii, or give him. a bribe. I further told Mm tliijt 
as iimocenl UD-cle and brother had already been arrested, he might 
send me also anywhere he pleased. Then I wa.s sent to Kasur along 
with others, and from there we were taken t.o Lahore. ¥/e sulerei simi- 
lar hardships as those iBentioned by .Ganga Singh Kamboii in his 
sfatBnimt. On the 5th June, I was- released, as there was no evidence 
against me. iq^-, 
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..280 , 

The slaiemeni. qf ■Giijmnwsk^ 


1 am 30 years of age, and airi the so ' of Lala ■' aOes 'Eaj M'adhol, 

Ir3 aa jtiuriicipiii v-.Ox.i>,.iij,-iSSioiier aiici. smgi,j. dar, Giijraiiwala. I am a praed 
'rdiamer :>i J years'' bUro-Eoa. I aoao: orje C: U'e proiiioi;e.rs of the Local 
Sewa damiti, \>iilch was blarled in 1917, aaa it had, on its rolls, more ■ 
tiiaii -80 meiTibers, besides the patrcais who iiuinbered 15. Its objects ' 
wer* confined purely to. social service; aiiioiig its activities could be, 

-vl, , . ' c 

n.. tile liiidi-rig of lost children; d.ispeiisiiig iriediciiie and milk 

to inOiienza patients; performing, free of cliarge, creiriatioii ceremo- 
nies for the poor; suppiying to llindiis and M.oha.i,r.imadafis, dining "the'' 
hot season, iced water at the Railway siaiioii; enterlaiiiiiig and. eii-', 
coiiragiiig’ recruits and ''supplying seiwice .ai .’rtie, ^ Oover,iin::ieiit Social 
fiiiictio'iis. 

W’heii ' the 'agitatioii against the llo witatt',,, Legisla'tio wasi deYelopf 

ed by Mr. Gandhi, 'and ills letter, proGlaiiniiig the liarl'cl, and aclYis-*'' 
ing fasting and prayer,* was publisliedfi it ; 'Lecaiii^^^^ ' Yvitli ' me/ a serious 

'c|iiestioii, , as to how far' ,tiie:'se'ryices of, the- Sewa’ Sainiti could be' lent . 
to a f'liiiction, ' wiiiclr Yv.as serdi-relig and, in coiisi'iltatioii with rny 
fellow members,," it ■ 'was decided tha'i, in order to aYoid. even, 'the ap- 
pearance of such a' valuable in.str‘OTBeB,l: of service taking up any actiYi- 
ty coimeoled with politics, the Saoi.ili, as a body, should have nothing 
to do wiih the harial, but that every viemiaer should be left free in-: 
dividrrdiy lo act as he chose. Tliis was too adlberate coadusion arrived 
at by ' 0 , 8 , about the ard April, 

■' Besides being a patron of die. Sevva__ .Siwilti, I was also a ]ii.eiiiber of 
: tiieADist'rict Cong.c.^.s Co * nilfiee. Th: GAhUrlci Congress Coriimiftee 
and its. associates met. on tlis -h:h of ^Vprii, to consider wiial; part the 
C'ommiltee should . take, in resporise to hir. Gandhi’s suggestion, and 
dlie Cominittee 'uiianim the conclusion that the suggest- 

inoYemeat was abso.Intely clean ^ and jet, a most powerful insIraiBeiit, 






there were shop-keepers and others moving about, probably waiting to 
ascertain, if there would be any meeting* and at what, time and place, 
eto. 'Whenjhese people saw the Municipal Commissioners and the 
leaders walking together in the Bazar, Some of them joined the 
parly, out of curiosity to know whither they were going and, in this 
way, the party jeceived additions at every stage, and assumed tfie aspect, 
of a big procession. In the meantime, the new-comers came to learn 
of the object, for which the leaders were going to the police station, and 
some of them, out of mere enthusiasm, shouted out ''Mahatma Gandhi* 
hi or Uindu-Musalrnanli Jai.'' hrse >houis helped to attract still 

more people, Avlio all joiiicd il^c pro^e^sr-n, martiiiiig towa«d> tiie polhe 
station. Seeing the large numbers, that began ; to follow them, the 
leaders did not deem it proper to go to , the D/^M* in that manner, and 
instead of that, they simpiv marched past|thc city police station, at the 
head of the people, who followed them unquestioningly in a most calm, 
quiet and orderly manner, and in a mood of absolute good humour. 
The original object of the leaders having thus been frustrated by the 
formation of the procession, they did not stop anywhere to consider their 
next move, but they simply led the people on, back to the Chaiik 
Kalan, via Beriwala Cliauk. When we were just near the Chauk Kalan, 
J.ala lagan IVafh came up, from the side the Railway station, and 
secretly informed Mr. Labli Singh and other leaders, that some liffiaffs 
had created mischief near the Guriikulaand that a train had been stopped. 
Upon receiving this dixxmcerting news, jMessrs. Din Mohd, Labb 
Singh, Mohan Lai Suciidev, Jagan Nath, Bhagnelh Lai, and Amer Nath 
proceeded at once to the scene o| the disturbance, leaving instruc- 
tions with Mr. Mangal Sain and the rest of llie leaders, to divert the 
people to a different:., side, and to keep them inside the city walls, so 
ihat no more menkkight .learn of the disturbance and become turbu- 
lent.. We accordiirglyf tnanaged, without any difticuRy, to draw away 
the people behind us, towards the Chauk Tehsilwala and along the 
open compound adjoin .Ing the house of Lala Amar Nath. Amar Nath 
joined us there. Wf,'. there scUled the crowd into' a meeting, and put 
up Mr. Mangal Sen,. . who ’ was the most popular loader amongst us and 
wlio was also a very clever speaker, to address tl^e people and thus 

engage iiieir allenlion. Our plan succeeded cornpicicly, and. in less 
than half an hour, thousands of men joined from all dij’ecfions. To all 
appearances, none of the people who had assembled there, barring 
th«9 f@\v leaders, knew of (he clisl^irbance near the Railway station, 







itiil'-then. Deww fengal’ ,l|t. Amar Nath, 
'Mr. Mati Ullali, and Mr. Malik All, spoke on 

I Hindu-Muslim unity, etc. So fai?* as I could see, all these speeches re- 
ferred to the events of the day, yet non’C of these speeches were sedi- 
tious or e-xciting. No doubt, there was criticism of the action of the 
authorities, but nothing that incited the people to violence or disorder, 
in fact, the main object was, on the contrary, to calm the feelings of 
the people and to enjoin upon them abstention from rowdyism. At 
tills mteliug, a subscription was also raised to provide full food for 
those ^^ho could not find it, and especially Railway passengers coming 
from long distances like Hardwar, who Ind had no food on their way 
from Aiurilsar onward. Mr. Din Molid also came hero at about 10 
o’clock, with a number of men, and spjkc on Uindu-Muslirn unity, 
saying, that the golden bridge was, that the Hindus should abstain 
from eating pork and the Mohammadans should abstain from cow- 
killing. During this time, Mr. Labh Singli, Mr, Hakim l\ai, and 
Mr. Mohan Lai Suchdev had returned and informed the leaders, present 
in the meeting, that they had sent away the riffraffs, w^ho had collected to 
set fire to the railway bridge near Gurukula, and that they had, with 
their own hands, extingiiisbexi the lire. Mr. Labh Singh also said 
that Lala Raliia Ram of Gurukul^had rendered great help and had 
assisted in the passage of the train, over the bridge, etc. The meeting, 
thus accidentally held, became so largely crowded that *the compound 
could not conveniently accomihodate ,even half of the people assembled, 

.. and the point was considered.^. ,''yhather the leaders should end the meet- 
ing, or should take the people to some big place. The latter course 
having been insisted upon by the pcopl it was proposed that the people 
should move -off to the Ahyan, a very big open space, inside the gate. It 
was about half past 10 o’clock, then. The meeting accordingly dispers- 
ed, only to reassemble at the hivan. lliere M*". Din kiolid and 
Fateh Hussain again met us. They were asKing iiie i>copio lo sit down 
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, breaking the windows of the Post Office, and that the police were j 
aring to fire. Close upon this, cams the noise of buildings heh)^ 
fire to. The situation having entirely gone out of their hands, the 
ers wore greatly perplexed, as to what course to adopt. It was pro- 
id that the leaders should go towards the west of the city, to the 
i space adjoining the Puremwala Tdab (tank), and information was 
; round that a meeting was to take place at the Talab. The object 
his was to draw away the mob from the station and keep them busy 
ring lectures till evening. Accordingly, these leaders then came to 
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ived that one of the wounded men was about to die. The leaders 
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respectable persorrs. The plan of boM'mg the m^ng wae thue ^ 
ried out and I kept where I was. at short intervals, hearing the ne . 
of one place being set lire to after another. At about 2 o’clock, an aero- 
plane was seen %ing, as if reosmoiting the position, 
tack, and half an hour altar that, came two or th-ra. aemptoe, wh.d 
begm. throwing bomba. The noi^ that the bombs made was Ito ra- 
pid firing. These aeroplanes cnme very close to the house-tops an , 
appears, threw bombs on all sides of the city. On the loth, at a ou 
10 o’clock, my father was sent for by Col. O’Brien, as he was a Muni- 
cipal Commissioner., Then followed Ih arrests. On the 15lh morning 
also, an aeroplane came and threw bombs around the city. Since I was 
expecting my own arrest every moment, I did not leave my place or 
a number of days. The arrests did not stop on the 15th, but went on 
for a long time. I knew, my name was on the first list of the people to 
be arrested, and this fact, coupled with the general fright that had over- 
taken the people, utterly unnerved me and my household. My at er 
was, even against his wishes, requisitioned very often by the police 
.ulbcrltte. The policemen, who came to enmmon »“"■ *'« 

1, a pair of conetables in complete nnilorm, with handoulfe and chaiM 
L.Kr.r romd their sbonlders, end armed with gnna with bayonoU 
„“d The eight 0 , them had an ixCremely terrifying effect, 
nobody knew whether their mission was to serve a suminons m to m^ 
an arrest. Utter demoralisation -prevailed throughout the ci y. v ry 
day I was given to understand that a large number of men was ar- 

Ited anew and admitted to the local iail, the number ultimately 

reaching up tO' several hundreds. 

On the 17th or 18th, I was given to understand that the Martial 
Law had been proclaimed in the city. In the afternoon, two Bntisb 
Military Officers came with a few British Soldiers with them, and be- 
gan putting up Martial Law proclamation posters on the walls of 
prominent places, mile passing in front of my house, they read my 
name and designation on the board, and sent for me to ascertain if 
I was a pleader. Such was the general terror prevailing among the 
people that, when these officers sent for me to my gate, my wife fainted 
with fear. They put up a poster on the gate of my house mid wam^ 
me that if the poster came off or was in any other manner damaged, 
I would be arrested. Since the poster had been put up on the street side 
of my gate, I asked for a spare copy for use, inv^sis 
■street boys happened to render ifl^ble., % 
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^vere vv^tiiung, Ibil.tiie damaging or coming off of tlie poaler would 
laad to Hiy arrest. Subsequent to this, soveral other poi:jiers were also 
fixed upon the walls of my house, and I was bound iu keep \val:ch over 
them. This was a source of great annoyance to me, particularly because 
0 ! the dejection that already hung over me, due to the t'cnr of being ar- 
rested sooner or later. 


On the 29th or thereabouts, my father informed me that the police 
wanted my statement. I did not like to make any statement for two 
reasons, firstly, because I knew nothing incriminating against the lea- , 
v.::ders^ arrested, and. secondly, .being -a .'suspect'' 
commit myself in any manner. Accordingly, I did not make any state- 
ment on the 29th. But on the day following, early in the morning, 1 
was summoned again, along 'With many notables of the city, consisting 
of S., B, Narain Singh, Lala Kalian Chand, Pleader, Mr. Din Mohd, Plea- 
der, niy father L. Mohan Lai M. C., S. Narain Siiigli, Pleader, Sh. Fa- 
teh Hussain, Mr. Abdul Aziz, Pleader, etc. We went to the Sheranwa- 
k Bagh. The S. P. Mr. Herron addressed us as follows: '‘You, gentle- 
men of the city, have not given any help in the investigalloo. \oii are 
inteniionaiiy avoiding doing any sei'vice. Y^ou have committed the Har- 
talf which is rebellion and high treason. For this, tho punishment is 
death. It is the intention of the Lieut.-Goverrior to send ail the default- 
ing notables to the jail. Government does not mind if 2,000 men or 
so have to be imprisoned in jail. The D. C. is very angry and he is a 
severe mianpan^^ know it well.. I say lliis to you, so that: 

you people may thoroughly understand your posliion.” Having address- 
ed us thus, the Superintendent of Police left for his house; but he in- 
formed the D.S.P. attending to send Mr. Din Mohd to his house. The 
' D.S.P. sent Din Mohd to the S.P. and took me inside the library room, 
where an investigation was held. There were some men in liandculfs 
there, and they were being examined by some of the police officers. I 
found ifiysch f-icccl there by II. Ikramiil Haq, Mr. Ghularn Basul, 
D.S.P. , S. Bhag Singh, C.LP. I was given to uiKlersland that 

I had attended two secret meetings held .by the leaders on 

the 12lii and the 13th, where proposals had been discussed 
of a criminal nature, and that I was to make a dcfiniic sialemeat as to 
what I had seen at those secret meetings. I was also given lo under- 
stand that If I said all that they wanted to know I wuiilcl be safe. But,. 
woi*4 ''Secret^' struck ma ao uncanny. I was also given lo uiiC|C«r- 
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On the 14th, there was a hartal in the city. At about 7 or hall- 
past seven, on the 14th, I went to the station to see my son-in-law, 
Pr. Tirlok Chand, who was going to Gujrat. The train, in which he was 
to go, did, not come to the station, but was stopped ut llic distant sig- 
nal near tto Gurukul. There was a great concoui'se ul' jxH»iplo there, 
peap the distant signal, where the train had slopped. 

A.g my son-in-law could not go to Gujrat, owing to this, we re- 
turned, He went to a friend and I returned home, from where I 
went to a mass m'eeting which was held at about 8 a.m. There were 
speeches being made, and the speakers were asking the people to see 
that no violence was done. Here 1 learnt) fo? tHe first time, that the 
hartd on the 14th wa® due to the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and the deporta- 
tion of Drs. Kitchlew and fetyapal.' TJae meeting ' passed off quietly. 
I returned home. At about 10 

fire had broken out in certam places near thc^Sailway station. I got 
to the roof k my bouse and observed the post office, the Railway sta- 
tion, the Cutchery and Tahsil, burning. 

^ ‘i '• 

At about 2 p.m. I again went to the roof of my house, to see tlie 
aeroplanes flying over the city. As my house lias a higli roof, many 
neighbouis liad also assembled there to see the aeroplanes. Wo soon 
saw that the aeroplanes were dropping hombs and firing guns. I re- 
quested my neighbours to disperse from ray ... roof, or the roof might 
bring down a bomb on my bouse. All of us came down. After some 


time, T oteerved, through a window', that some two aeroplanes were 
hovering over the Khalsa High School. The ])oys were playing in the 
playground. At this time a bomb was thrown, as it appeared to me, in . 
their midiit. ~ • 

The boys soon look shelter under the porch of the boarding- 
Iwuse. I lieard the bomb bursting and saw the smoke also. 

During the Martial Law period here, wo had to keep in-doors, 
from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. This was a very great inconvenience. One morn- 
ing, I saw a man lying dead, on the projecting plank of a shop. It was 
said that he had been shot, as he was seen outside the shop, between 
the hours, 8 p.m. and G a.m,. We were not allowed to travel by rail. 
Passports were given only to a very few favoured individuals. We 
had to hire tongas for going to .distant places, ;ind were not allowed 
to carry sticks even. I saw many people forcihly dragged away by 




the police, for pulling the rooms, which. were being 

occupied by the soldiers. 1 know that these people were being forcibly 
taken away for pulling the punkhas, as tin* police told them that, they 
>ver6 wanted for that. 

I was a defence witness in the cases of Dewan Mangal Sen, and La- 
la Amar Nath or Hakim Rai. I was warned, by Sardar Bahadur Nara- 
yan Singh Nalwa, against giving evidence. It is a notorious fact that, 
w’^hene'ver the police have to do anything, they do it through this 
gentleman and I have no doubt that, in thus warning me, he was in- 
spired by the police, ■ 
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The siatemeni of Lala Ralya Ram Chopra, retired P. W. Inspector and 
Governor, Gtmiktif Gujrammla. 


There was a Hartal in the town on the 0th ot April, and it 
passed off qmf liy. There was a second Hartal on the 14th of April. 
do not know' how' it came off. I had been absent from the station from the 
evening of the 9th to the evening of the 12th and I Co not know what 
happened in the town then. The 13th was the Baisakhi day> ,, and a 
Sunday; arid, as usual, I attended my Samaj; and lor this I had to go 
and return through the town. I noticed nothing unusual in the town, 
axcept what was peculiar to the day of the Baisakhi. I learnt about the 
^'Hartal ot the 14lh from my fuun^hi, in the evening of the 13th. On 
the morning of thd 14th, I attended the Gurukul as usual, and took my 
classes at 7 a.m. I finished my w'ork at 7-46 a.m. My house is just 
opposite the Gurukul, at a distance of about 3/4ths of a irrile from the 
towm, towarrds the Wazirabad side on the Grand Trunk Road. Just 
when I w^as leaving the Gurukul for my house, I saw a crowd of 
holiday makers near the Northern distant signal of the Gujranwala 
Railway Station, and there w\as a train standing by. It w^as an outgoing 
up train. It was ^crv uruisiial for it to stop near the signal, which is 
intended for incoming trains. This attracted my attention, and I saw 
that a volley of stones was thrown at the train and I at once guessed 
that this was some kind of mischief. I returned to the Gurukul and 
ordered the Head ^Master to close all the doors and lock them up and 
post servants to^ prevent it from being broken into. All the boys remain- 
ed in their class rooms and teachers were ordered not to allow them to 
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come out, I then ran to my house to have it secured in the same way. 
Then, standing behind the door of the Gurukui, opening on the Railway 
line, I watched the crowd. Some ran to the Gurukui for ropes and 
oil, and wanted the doors to be opened; but were refused admittance, 
and were given no supplies. Two or three tried to climb over the 
compound wall, hut they were obliged to go back when stones sYem 
tkro'Wn at them, from inside the Gurukui. In about 20 minutes* 
time, the crowd tore Up the wooden rail guards of the bridge , and 
heaped them at the two ends under the bridge and set fire to it, but as 
these had been placed on the ground it did not ^axnajgf^ -the 
beyond scorching the. sleepers' of the bridge* would have be 

ultimately burnt; but Mr, Labh Si^ghvBar*^i|a#^^^ Mr. Din Slohd., 
fleader,^ and other half a dozen 

Mr. Labh Singh, knocked at the Gtru^ui door, I opened the door and 
he asked me to help him in putting out the fire. Just at this moment, 
I saw the crowd running back to the town because a European Police 
Glhcer and a few constables were seen approaching the bridge. The 
/fire was put out by the non-officials present and the Gurukui staff, in 
the presence of llio police. Mr. Labh Singh in this effort requested Mr. 
Herron, the Superintendent of Police, to order his men to help in putting 
out the fire, but the Superintendent of Police said that it was no busi- 
ness of the police to extinguish fire but their duty was to protect public 
property, and he therefore ordered liis assislanl to put guard on this and 
other Railway bridges close by. After this the police officers left and 
myself and Rao Salieb Dewan Chand Sethi, Senior Sub-Judge, were left 
there until more police force arrived. I then left for rnv house. Just 
'Sometime before lliis Mr. P. C. Chopra, Assistant Traific Superintendent, 
who. is my son, had gone to the Kachhi bridge which was then report- 
ed to have been on fire. Between 9-30 a.m. and 10 a.m., I went to 
the Railway station to look after my son. At the Railway station I 
heard the sound of firing from the Kachhi bridge side. I met my son 
shortly after my arrival at the Railway station and learnt from him 
that the Kachhi bridge was on fire. I then went to the Permanent Way 
Inspector stationed at Gujranwala, whom I found in the house of the 
Head Clerk of the Deputy Commissioner's office, and offered Iiim my 
, services to put out that fire if he placed his trolly at my disposal 
and gave me written authority to go to that bridge, but he was doubt- 
ful whether he could do all that, I wo^ild net go without authority. 





■x 




t went back to the Railway station, and it was about 11 o’clock. I 
then saw the Superintendent of Police, with some police constables 
coming to the platform'. Mr. Labh Singh was also there. A., big 
crowd had gathered outside the station on the Grand Trunk Road and 
they >vere shouting and bowling and throwing stones at the doors of 
the station building. Mr. Labh Singh approached me and said that the 
Superintendent had fired and that had • infuriated the mob so much that 
they were now after the Superintendent of Police. Mr. Rabh Singh 
suggested that wc should pacify the mob and send them away. Ac- 
cordingly, ^\■cl both went to the crowd, which had gathered near the 
Post OJTicc and hud set lire to the chicks of the Post Office ■verandah. 
The fire ^^■as pui out, and after half an hour’s persuasion, we suc- 
ceeded in inducing the crowd to go away; but in the meantime, a much 
bigger crowd, possibly more than two thousand, had gathered in the 
open ground in front of the Railway station on the west of the Grand 
Trunk Road; their attitude was very threatening. The Superintendent 
of Police, Assistant Supeiintendent of Police and about two or three 
dozen policemen were marshalled in front of the Railway station with 
loaded rifles pointing towards the mob. The Indian Civil Officers who 
were present prevailed upon the Superintendent of Police not to fire on 
the mob and they themselves, with myself and Messrs. Labh Singh, Kah 
Ghand and Abdul Aziz, pleaders, and several others, came between the 
police and the mob with a view to prevent an attack on the police. 
In the, meantime some persons had set lire to the Post Office from the 
offside and the fire was not noticed till the whole building was ablaze. 
Only once a rifle was fired and the mob was ready to rush at the police, 
but we all explained to the mob that this was purely accidental and they 
■were pacified a bit; but they refused to leave the place till the S'uperin- 
lendent. of Police went away. He, however, would not go, so for a 
couple of hours this impasse continued. In the course of it, news had 
been brought to the Superintendent of Police that the Tehsil and. the 
Dak Bungalow had been set on fire and he sent a part of the police to 
those places. At about 2 p.m. a report cajne to the Superintendent of 
Police that the kutchery was on fire. Hethen called all his constables 
and marched off to the kutchery, leaving a few men on the platform .to 
■guard the Railway station. The crowd also melted away and in about 
half an hour all were gone. I then went on the platform No. 2 and sat 
tliere. with Lala Ainar Nath, Extra Assistant Commissioner. ’ Just then 
one aeroplane came and began- its- flight over the town, and disappeared 
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shortly afterguards. There was no crowd after this at the Railway sla- 
lion or at the goods shed but the buildings were burning and none was 
there to extinguish the fire. The Railway staff tried to save some pro- 
perty of the station and I helped them. It was about 3 p.m. and I went 
home and thereafter noticed three or four aeroplanes hovering over the 
town and the Civil station. Some of them came very low, almost within 
a few yards of the tallest trees. They several times fired guns and the 
loud reports also showed that they were throwing bombs. This went. on 
for I of an hour and then they disappeared. In the evening I moved,, 
out of my house again and learnt of bomb throwing near the goods 
shed, Gharjakh, Dhulla, Khalsa School, and on^.br two places in the 
town, but I did not go to any of the$o places/ After taking my usual 
evening walk in company with Lala Hand Lai, Pleader, I returned home. 
On the 15th April at noon, I went , to the house of Lala Nand Lai, Pleader, 
and remained there till 2 p.m. I then saw Goi. O'Brien and another 
officer of the police from Lahore g oing about on a motor car and some 
police and the Military gathering near the Railway station. The Muni- 
cipal Commissioners also came there and there were rumours that 
arrests were being made. I went to the Railway platform between 2 
and 3 p.m. and just then I saw Messrs- Hakim Rai, Amar Nath, Diwan 
Mangal Sen, Labh Singh, and Mela Ram arrested and being marched on 
to the Railway plalform. I was standing on the platform when Mr. 
Herron came and inquired if I was Lala Ralya Ram, the Manager of the 
Gmiikul. I said, ‘Yes.’ and then he arrested me and I was then chain- 
ed on to the other five. Next after this Mr. Diwan Ghand vv~as arrested 
there and then. What happened with me after this is common with 
the rest who were taken to Lahore after their arrest. I was released on 
the 21st May, 1019, without a trial. I was one iii a batch of twenty-two 
prisoners. All were chained together and handciilfed in pairs,. We 
wore ill this condition marched through the public streets and were 
made to run. We were taken to Lahore in 'an open truck. One of us 
was not even allowed facility for answering calls of nature. He was 
asked to perform the act where he was seated. When xse reached 
Lahore I was unable tO' get off the prisoners’ van witiioul the rest who 
had been chained with me. I was therefore forcibly dragged down and 
much hurt, owing to ray suffering from lumbago. 
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Tke statement of Harkishan Das, son of Diwau Kesur _ 

Kfiairi (Amnd,) age 2:> years, Brick CotUractor, laic Fwnknig Clcci;,' 

Railway SkUioih Gajmnwala. ' 


1 was posted ai Gujraiiwaia Railway statiorj in tite iiiuiiiii AprlL 
Oii the'', 14th'' of' 'April I was^ present on duty at tiie RaiKv.t) siaiiorn 
Many people were present at ■ the Railway siatioji, wliy wi.ne going to 
Wazirabad to. see the Balsakhi 'fair. Some riimiir.es past smejj, m iraiii 
came from Lahore, and was going to W:K<irabad. \l otui n p iclicd 
with. pa,sserige'rs. . ■ : 

It was ,ruinO'Ured on the platform, . Ilutl a cult had been ijao.gijjg on 
the Railway : bridge. On tiiis-, . people got e veiled anu ..eio, lo sor die 
calf at the Railway bridge', . near the Giirakala. 'W'e ' h,eardy a little 
.while after, that the bridge had ^been burnt. In the police 

officers and the other civil officers came there. The iraiii laime back 
to the station as the bridge was burning. It also became kiiowii, I hat 
the bridge on the other side of, the Railway station, was also burnt. 
We heai*d the nO'ise of firing there. A little later, Jiiuiiy people re* 
turned to the station.. People were saying that the Siipeririioiicfcjit of 
Police had fired on them. 'Pickets were posted every\\ iieri.‘. at llu3 Kail* 
way station. After a short time, the Post Office 'was burui. Ai iliai 
_ time, the Superintendent of Police, with llu) Polj(!e Guard, sijmiliog 
outside the Railway station, in front of the Post Oilfcc, bm im one 
stopped the culprits, who burnt the Post Oiiico. Ai'Lor burido',.' hic rMid, 
Office, the crowd can.ie to the station. ''Tiie police and tiic c'vi; y-ilirers 
' Were present' at the Railway station ■ in suihcleni numlvcus. In | 
burnt the Railway station as well. . Sojiie policemeii wesc oi; .“idv sa}- 
ing, that, they were with, the mob and that the mob shoiiicl burn . wiili'.. 
out any fear of being fired at. In brief, the mob iwis engageti in burn- 
ing, while the police quietly looked on Ihe occurroiicc, as a sori oC fun. 

A few days after, a Sub Inspector came fo:r iuvasligaildhi ’ Tfo 
called, one by one, all the members of the staiicui staff arid asked The 
names and full address of all. He also said, tliat it would be better, If 
we named the culprits who burnt the station; oiherwfisii we would l)e 
held responsible, because the incident happened in' our ’ presence. 
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Next day, he called me aiid showed me a telegram, asking fur rny dis- 
missal, He further said, that the telegram would be if f 

would ghe some .names. He struck off my name frmn the tc'frgram, 
because I had already agreed to name those persons who had hcMui ar- 
rested. But he pj’ossed us for more names, which we refused. On 
this, we w’-ere suspended from duly, and kept for «S days, standing before 
our quarters, often in the sun. We wwe not allowed to go home to take 
our meals, and, if we requested for permission, w’-e were abused. When 
he passed, we had to salaam him. In the evening, we got the usual 
reply, ''Go, but come early, next morning. Remember, if you would 
not give names tomorrow, you would be treated more severely.’' 

After 8 days, I was allowed to resume my duty. When we went to 
Lahore to give evidence, we were lodged in a Sarai, situated in Anar- 
kali. We were tutored our statements, and one Hyat Mahomed who 
iiad been at the Gujranwala station for 20 years, was not brought iinto 
Court as a proseculion witness, because he could not remember the 
statement taught by the police. 

After the station had been burnt. I and the station master had 
gone to Diwan Chand, book-seller’s house (he was also convicted), to see 
if we might haAe some room from him to keep the station master’s lug- 
gage. It was feared, at that time, that the quarters might also be set 
01 ) lire. Diwan Chand was in his house and was not at all in the mob. 
When he was arrested and challajied, lie gave my name as his defence 
witness. But the police threatened me, sa dng that, if I gave true 
evidence in his defence, I Avould be troubled very much. I got afraid 
and gave evidence as the police required, that we did not at all go to 
his house. We almost used to forget those against whom we had to 
depose, because we had to implicate false names. Next day, after the 
burning incidents, Col. O’Brien, Deputy Commissioner, went to arrest 
Dewan iVfaiigal Sen and others, and the British soldiers- were ordered to 
.shoot as many as tiiey liked. When Dewan Mangal Sen and olliers 
were arrested and brought to the Railway stafion, the Deputy i’oin- 
missioiier said, "'Show them to their city fathers”. 

Accordingly the arrested persons w^ere paraded through the city. 
People were so much airaid that they did not come out of their house# 
and whenever they saW' any policeman, they ran away. People ware 
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taken, after arrest, to Man Singh'® garden. Some were turned into 
tlie accused and some, after threat^ into prosecution witnesses. 

Some days after, a case was started about the Railway station mis- 
appropriation of Rs. 400. It was misappropriated thus:“- 

In the evening previous to the burning of the station, as usual, 
the sum of Rs. 700 was handed over to the station master, being the 
proceeds of the sale of Railway tickets. Next day, at the time of the 
fire, the station master gave the bag of money, open, to* the assistant 
station master. He took it home. I had taken out at the booking 
office Rs. 250 out of the amount of sale proceeds of the tickets of that 
day. In the evening, I went to the station master's house to give that 
money. Two or three other clerks were also there. The station master 
told me to keep the money with myself, and that he would take it the 
next day. Next day, while we were closing the cash, on the platform 
I handed over that money to the station master. When that money bag 
was brought fromi Mohd. Hussain's house, four notes of Rs. 100 each, 
were missing, but the station master tried to hush up the matter, say- 
ing that the books were burnt, and that we would send the cash as it 
was, and further warned us not to give it out. Accordingly, my Rs. 
250 was shown in the first day's account, and next day was shown as 
posted. Some days after ^ this matter came to light. The D. T. S. 
came to know of this inatier. The D. T. S. called us and we explained 
the whole thing. He handed over the matter to the police. Then the 
investigation was put into the hands of Sher Zaman Khan, Inspector of 
Police. The same methods were adopted. The whole day we were 
made to sit in the sun, and put to all sorts of disgrace. Our relatives 
were also abused. Mahomed Hussain, who was responsible for the 
loss, was not even called. He remained in his own house. Nor did 
any one question the station master, because Iqbal Narain, Municipal 
Secretary, and other officers spoke highly about the station master. I 
gave the names of some persons, who- could give true facts, but they 
were not CKalled, and, if any one was called, his statement was not re- 
corded, because the statement went against Mahomed Hussain. After 
this, we don't know what report the Inspector made, the result of 
which was that we were dismissed from our posts. We sent a repre- 
sentation to the Railway authorities, but no answer ha.s been? gm 

■ All the evidence we gave in the court, was given under threats 
by the police, and was fa.!»e. Not a single 'statement was true. 
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The staieitu'fH of Lala Cliiini LaU son of Lala Kala Mai, Khatri, oj 
Gujamnwala. 

I wns a Joiai: Secretary of Prern Sagar Seva Samiii. On the 16th ol 
April, when p^.riplc observed the hartal, I was silting at rny shop. The 
arresjs I lien contiiieiiced. I was told by some of the men, that 1 should 
leave I lie p!;Le fora icw days, as innocent people were being arrested, 
ilccordingly, I left the station, and came to know that Mr-^Behari Lai, a 
zealous member of our Seva Sainiti, was arrested. . He wasi innocent 
like me. On my return to Gujranwala, after liiany days, I was sent for 
1 by the police on the 27 Ih of April, and sent back home after a few minutes, 
without any, enquiry being made of me. Tlie next day, on the 28th, 

, I was again sent for, and I learnt through Amar Singh, Municipal Com- 
> imssioner, that my name was in the Diary of the C.LD. people, and I 
was being sought for by them. He fuiiber lold me that he had gone io 
my shop several i.imes and that it was alleged tlial I had distributed 
notices of Hie meeliug of the 16th of April. I said to him that I was 
, ifulle ril, bul he insisted on saying, that I had committed a crime 

' and he took me to Jung Bahadur, Sub-InspecLor, There I saw other 
officcfv; fdso. The Sub-Inspector told me on the authority of Amar 
5ingl'f, hijOL 1 vois one ol the accused and said, I would he released if I 
depos' *J v,g:u>'ml some of Hie leaders and iriembers of the Seva Samiti, 
like BfTiai'i lal, Haveli Ram Ghambir, Devi Dial, Thohar and Jawand Mill 
and oiiK rs, Cilherwise 1 would be challaned like olliers. I asked for one 
ihy io ]:v cIm-ju to me io think over the matter. My conscience did not 
allcAv me Io do so The next day, I refused to depose against any 
ienders. ll t ame to my knowledge, afte two or three days, that Chuni 
I al h;ni been arrested like me, but I did not know whether 

hi- ii-ie'^ii d iii lieu of me or I was to be arrested in his place, 

O'l ;1:e dili of May, my younger brother, Kundan Lai, was sent 
id*. ? ' the Tfiana and was pressed to give evidence against 

oilier p.opiG, as desired by the police, with the assurance that my 
Invlhcr oonld be released. I refused again. My brother was made to 
sit (id j'vrmirig, flien threatened and released. 

. JJu the ITlIi of May, my elder brother, Girdhari Lai, was sent for 
' he wai- asked Io pea'simde me to^^ve evidence. I went to the ThaM 
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again 'and was pressed to depose against son ie o4' ihe j:)eo];>3e. I did 
not agree at first. . I was told to agi’ee tfii'ough my brother. My 
mother began to weep. At last, on being conipelied, I gave false evi- 
dence against a Mubammadan named Rahim Bakbisb. After a good 
many days, Jung Babadiiir, Si^bi-Inspector, sent for me and said, that 
there would be a meeting of the Sanatan Dharam Sabha, Krisben Ku- 
mar Sabha and Seva Sarniti in Brahmu Akhara, and I should take 
the members of my Sabha to the Akhara. I asked what was the pur- 
pose of the meeting. In reply, I was threatened and asked to keep 
quiet. Being unable to put up with all this disgrace, and being threa- 
tened aimost every day, I said in fear, ‘‘From lo-day, T am no longer 
a rnem])er of the Sewa Samil.i, and shail nol lienre foi fh allend any meeU 
ing.’" I, therefore, broke my coiinectlon with the Seva Sarniti and it 
dissolved at last, as the members got frightened, vviih the compul- 
sion used almost daily to give their names to tlie police. Tlie sole ob- 
ject of the Seva Sarniti was to sei ve, each to the best of his powers; and 
it had rendered , service on every occasion both to the novernmerit and 
the people. 
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The statemenl of Sant Krishna Nand Udasi, MaJiant Gian Godarhi^ 
56 years, Gujaranwala. 


I am staying in the Gian Godarhi which is situated near the Gu- 
rrukula on the other side of the railway line. On the 15th day, after 
the bridge near Guriikula had been burnt, the police sent for me in 
the garden of Man Singh. There Faqir Alah, Police Inspector, said 
‘‘You shall have to stand as a witness against the Aryas, otherwise 
you will be arrested."’ I answered, ‘T never saw any one.” So- I was 
detained there the whole day. But afterwards he asked me to come 
next morning. Accordingly I we,nt there and was asked the same 
question. I gave the same answer. Again I was treated in the same, 
way. Similarly they continued sending for me for 1 or 5 days but I 
did not go. At last I was set free. One day Sohan Singh gave me a 
meal. On other days I remained hungry, except that I took something 
at night only. Atma Ram and Parma Nand were treated in the same 
way. One Saint named Sankara Nand who had recently come from 
Benares, and psed to live in the garden. was .treated ip the ' 
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The statement of Atar son of Baht Nihal Singh ^ Khatri Lunga, 

hanker Gujranwala, 


On about Ihe 20th of April, I was sitting in my shop, whan Airiar 
Singh, Municipal Commissioner, accompanied by Sub-Inspecloj* Paras 
Ram in uniform, came to my shop. On the. suggestion of Amai: 
Singh, Paras Ram, Sub-Inspector, took down my name, and ordered 
me to proceed to the police station at once. According to the orders, 
I went to the police station. Some 20 or 25 parsons had • already 
reached there at 10 a.m. before me, Jang Bahadur, Sub-Inspector, 
took me aside in a room and threatened me that if I did not agree to 
give evidence against the persons arrested, I would myself be arrested 
under Martial Law and that it was best for me to give evidence. 

Till about 12 noon, nearly three hundred people assembled at 
the police station. All were threatened in the same way and finally all 
were marched to the house of the Superintendent of Police at 6 p.m. 

The Superintendent of Police came out at 6 p.m. with a hunting 
cnpp in his hand, and addressed the people assembled thus: — 'If 
you do not give evidence as the police wants you to, you will all be 
punished under Martial Law. You should try to uindersland this. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has levied a fine of 20 lakhs of rupees on tlie 
city. Jf you do not give evidence even now, tlie officers will ruin the 
city,’’ • 

Amar Singh, Miimcipal Commissioner, asked me to give evidence 
against Mohan Lai. 

Out of fear, the people gave evidence just as the police wanted'. 
My evidence was also recorded by the police and I was ordered to give 
evidence at Lahore. When I went to Lahore, I spoke to the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, Hakim Sahib, that I would never give false evi- 
dence. 

The Deputy Superintendent of Police threatened me that I would 
be challaned under section 193 of the Indian Penal Code. 

I gave a clear reply that he might challan me but I would never 
give false, evidence. 

At last, I had to give evidence in the Court of Mr. Broadway and 
I spfce whM was true. My fall stahment was not by 
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Ihe Court; in fact the Court ■threatened-' me. I was kept waiting in the 
Court by the police for one hour and tlireatejied h-y the polii'e after I 
iiad come out of the Court. 

Afraid of the consequences, I reached (iujranwala and then went 
away to Kiia Mian Singh at a distance of 5 miles. 

A day before the termination of Martial Law, viz., on th€ 
8th of June 19tliat 6 p.m. a police constable, with a police sergeant, 
came there for my arrest. I was arrested at the village Dhariwal and 
produced in Court. The judge without any consideration of tacts and 
^vithout taking any defence, and simply on the suggestion of the De- 
puty Superintendent of Police, convicted me under section 15-A of 
Martial Law, and sentenced me to three months’ imprisonment and 
Rs. 400 fine. I was taken to the jail forthwith. I have now been re- 
leased after completion of my term of imprisonment and payment of 
the fine. 
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The statement of Kasim Khan, son of Nawah Khan, Pathan, 
Eanjipura Street, Gujranwala^ 


1 am a dealer in soap; and, besides this, 1 earn Rs. S per mensem 
from the Post Ollice, and work there. I did not close my shop during 
I he hartal, which look place on the 6th and Ihe Iflli day, on account 
of my being an employee in the Post Office on Ks, 9 per mensem. 

I closed the cash bag at 12 o’clock on the 14th, and after this as the 
whole bazar was closed, I also closed my shop; moreover, there 
^^ere no cuslorners. Lala Mohan Lai asked me wliy I had not closed 
my shop. I told him, in reply, that I was an employee in the Post 
Office; ho^v could I do that!' At this, he went away and nobody over 
brought any pressure upon me. 

Fifteen days after that, I was taken in a carriage. I was at a loss 
to understand the reason: Chaudhii Ghulam Rasul (Deputy Superinten* 
dent of Police), Bhag Singh, Court Inspector, and a C. 1. D. Officer 
were present there. These people told me that thei'e was no charge 
against me, and that I had been called only to give evidence. I was 
asked as to who compelled me tm close the shop; to which I replied, 
that Lala Mohan Lai had come to me and asked me why I had not closed 
rny shop. I told him, in reply, ttekt 1 was a Post Office employee. Em 
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did not compel me. The PoM^^ Officer Choudhri Ghulam Basoo! tlieto 
said ‘‘Give evidence, otherwise yon will be harassed'’. Bhagai Singh, 
Court inspector, told me that they had aiilhurity to beat me. 

They ais<j enquired why I did not name Din Mohammad; I told 
them, in reply, that, no doubt, Din Mohammad, along witls Messrs. 
Amar Nath and Des Raj, had passed through the bazar, but none of 
them compelled me to close my shop. 

At this, they abused me very much, and threatened to beat nxe. 
mt did not actually beat me. Ghulam Mahammad, Head Constable, 
was told to make me ''all right/ Ghulam Mahammad told me, that, 
if I did not comply with their demands and . desired, - 

would be put to disgrace, and, in the long ruh,'^ would have to sub- 
mit. So I found myself compelled to say that Din Mohammad had 
J'oroed me to close my shop. 

' After this, I gave my statement before a gentleman, who, as I came 
to know afteiwards, was a Magistrate- I also gave my statement, before 
; the Lahore Martial Law Commission who asked me w inch of my state- 
. ments was correct. I replied that my first statement was false, as the 
police pressed me to tell lies. Two days aftej- ilie above statement, I 
was sent for, by the Captain (Superintendent) of Police. A chaprasi had 
come to me. I was put in the Jail at his instance, and then was im- 
prisoned, after Iriai, under Martial Law Order No. 15. 

I was aiT6si(‘d on the Rh of June and was convicted by ihe Suni- 
niary Court, at Gujranwaia, on the 8th of July. When I was in Lahore 
to give evidence before the Commission, Chaudhri Ghulam Rasooi threa- 
tened that, if I made a statement contrary to what the police bad said, 
1 would he put in Jail. He also spoke to the Captain (Mr. Herron, 
Superinlendent of Police) who threatened me, I put them oil’, saying, 
''Very welPC I was punished on account of giving the evidence. I was 
dismissed from the Post Office. I was fined Rs. 200, My shop is ruin- 
ed. The money, that I had, has been spent in the case. I have be- 
come quite poor. I have mortgaged the ornaments of the ladies of my 
family. It may be noted that this Chaudhri Ghulam Rasooi was, in 1913, 
degraded from the post of Deputy Superintendent of Police to that of ais 
Inspector of the lowest grade, as the result of an enquiry, by a Cobj' 
mittee, presided over by Mr. (Now Justice) I^eslie Jones, in connection 
with wdiafc is known as the Kasur Bazar Case. He appears to have been 
recently restored to his old position.;. ^ . 



The staiemeni of Mohammad D«n, son of Ramzan, age 2 \ Kashmiri, 
Tlmthiar, Molialla Thaikiamn, vegetahle market, Gujrammla, 


I was, in the month of Jeth last, in the graveyard, in connection 
with some funeral, and I was summoned, therefrom, by a policeman. 
When I came to Sardar Maham Singh’s garden, Inspector Faqir Uilah 
and a Sub-Inspector Ghuiam Rasul were there. They both pursuaded 
me to give- evidence against Nikka Singh ■ , andl Gaman. I told 
them that I knew nothing , about., the cases . of those men, and that 
I did not wish to give false evidence. .They replied that, if I did not give 
tlie evidence as required, I hey wwld confine me also in the lock-up. 
And they further added, that I nright not give evidence against Gaman 
(because he w^as a Mohammadan) but that I must give evidence against 
Nikka Singh, who is a Hindu, Frightened by this threat, I consented to- 
give evidence against the latter. Accordingly, two or three days later, 
1 gave evidence against Nikka Singh. I deposed to the effect, that, while 
going to bathe in the Kachcha Dhah, I saw Nikka Singh throwing 
stones at a Sahib. This evidence was purely fabricated, and I repeated 
in the Court, what Faqir Uilah told me to say. Both Nikka Singh and 
Gaman were sentenced. 
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The statement of Salig Ram, son of Rallia Ram, Brahman, of Gnjrammla. 


I keep a confectioner’s shop, near the Temple Bhabberian, in Bhab- 

berian Bazar. Sikandar Lai, son of Rai Sahib Kanhaya Lai, was olteii 
angry with me, as I did not, very often, supply things to him, on credit. 

During Martial Law days, Sikandar Lai summoned me, thiough 
his servant, to his stable, which is situated outside Khiali Gate, and told 
me, that he had -very large powers and that he was a C. I. D- Officer. 
He further told me that, if I would give him some money, well and 
good, other vvise be would land me in some trouble, by reporting me to 
officers. I refused to give him money; whereupon he said, that he would 
see to it. This happened on the 4th of June, 1919. 
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On the ITth of June, 1919, two constables came to m.y shop, and 
took me to Bagii Malian Singh. They beat me all the way and kept 
me there, the whole day without even allowing me to drink water. 
Faqir Uilali Khan abused me. Identification took place in the evening, 
a young cooly boy \vas brought forward for the purpose. He said he 
had seen me at the Railway station. Then came another boy; both 
these bo}’s stated absolute falsehoods. Sikandar Lai also identified me, 
and said, that he had seen me throwing stones. 

I was afterwards challaned in the Court of Mr* Wace. He sen-* 
tenced me to imprisonment, for six months and fined me Rs. 500. I was 
sent to the Jail. For the recovery of the fine, my brother and mother 
were put to trouble. They sold the house and paid the amount. I waS 
perfectly innocent and was sentenced through enmity of Sikandar LaL 
While in Jail, I was put to great trouble/ and was often made to wwk 
on the oil pressing well. This was all due to Sikandar Lai. My sen- 
tence of imprisonment was afterwards reduced to three months. 
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The statement of Sards r Sohan Singh, son of Sardar Jatmla Singh, 
Bhaiia, Commission Agent, New Marhet, Gvjranwala, 


I pay income-tax to the extent of Rs. 265, and one of my siiop-s 
is at Gojra Mandi. I returned from Delhi, at 8 o’clock in the morning, 
on the day following the Baishakhi festival. I stayed for the night, at 
the Lahor-e station. When I got down from the train, there was no 
crowd on the platform. I placed my bedding in my shop and \vent for 
it I.)alh lo Gian Goclri near the Gurukula, where I used to go daily for 

a badi. The Superintendent of Police, together with some consta- 
bles, was going towards the Railway bridge. They were on the east 
side of ike line and I was also on the same side. When I readied 
Gian (iodri, I saw some of the hoys running away. By this time, the 
Supciifdeiident of Police and the constables reached the Railway 
bridge. These hoys ran away tow^ards the city. The Superintendent 
of Police and the policemen remained there at the spot. I did not 
take my bath at this place, but went to another well near by. After 
bathing, I returned home. After some fifteen days, I was called;. 



Aiiiar Singh, Municipal Comniissioiier, togefciier ^vi{ll Jang Baha- 
dar, Sub-Inspector of Police, came to my shop and look me to Ihe Mo^ 
ban Singh garden in a fMm turn. At the same lime, some iour Sadhus 
oh Gian Godri, together with Krishna Anand, reached there. Wo 
were asked to sit there, and remained sitting, till 10 in ihe night, and 
were asked no questions. One Mohamedan sergeant took me aside and 
asked me to name somebody or to give some bribe, in order to escape 
the punishment; otherwise we were to be, shut up in the lock up. Alter 
10 p.m. , we were ordered to present ourselves, at 6 in the morning, 
on the following clay. I went home and saw a crowd of women gather- 
ed there, and my brother lying in a semi-conscious condition, as a re- 
sult of weeping and wailing. I went again to tlie Mohan Singh gar- 
den, in the morning, at 6 o'clock, and was not asked anything till 
night. The Sadhus also sat there. We were asked to sit singly. Amar 
Singh came to me, in the evening, and asked me to spend sonie money, 
that he might get me released, as I was his neighbour. I asked him the 
minimum sum, which he named at Rs. 900. Then Faqir Ali, Inspector, 
came and asked us to come again on the following morning. I went 
in the morning and the sadhus also came. I was called at about 10 a.m. 
and Faqir Ali asked me to give him my statement. 

I made the above statement about my going to Gian Godri and 
seeing a few boys there. Faqir Ali asked me, in anger, whether I 
knew his name. He further added in most obscene language that he 
•could torment respectable men like myself by thrusting pegs info the 
anus. He made me sit after menacing me. Then at 4 p.m., f:hat Mu- 
hammedan Sergeant came to me and sat with me. He told me that 
I was a respectable man, so I should name somebody. I answered 
^‘I would not do such a wretched deed. How could I name a man 
whom I have not seen." He then said, that, if I was not ready to name 
any person, I shonid spend money and then get released. 1 answered, 
‘'Just as you like; I shall pay." He again said that I should name some 
persons as well as give money. Then he went to Faqir Ullah and 
came back, ai'ter half an hour, and asked me to name Ralya . Ram Plate 
layer and the Brahmeharies of Gurukula. I answered, I would’ tell 
him the next day, after thinking over the ’ matter. Then he sent iis 
back and asked us to come next morning. Accordingly, we went 
next morning. We were not asked any question until 3 or 4 o’clock. 
Afterwards, Faqir Ullah and Amar Singh, who were together at that 
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lirue, caiicd me. Amar Singh said to Ms companion, iiial 1 was his 
own man. He (Faqir Uiiah) should write just as he liked. He hiriher 
added that I should not be troubled; and allowed to go. Then l/aqir 
Uiiah began to write. After writing he read over. (I cannot read 
Urdu). What he read out was as follows: — 


‘Magan Nath was arranging for Langars, and, at the same time lie 
^Yas requesting the people to finish their meals soon, so that we should 
loot something. Afterwards I went to Gian Godri and saw Ilalya Ram, 
Manager Gurukula, at the bridge, asking the students of Gurukula, 
to put kerosiiie oil on the bridge and burn it.” 

After reading out this, he asked what more should be added. I ans- 
wered, ‘‘I have neither asked you to write this nor do I want you to 
write anything more. You may write wdiatcoer you like.’' 
Amar Singh told me to sign the statement. 1 refused. On my refusal, 
Faqir Uiiah abused me very much, and told me to get awvay and sit 
outside. He sent me back again in the evening bui, at the same time, 
asked me to come tlie next morning. I w'ent again the next morning. 
Then he told me lo go away, saying, lie would send for me when he 
required my presence. Then no one sent for me. 

Fifteen or twenty days after this, a policeman came lo my shop, 
but I was at Amritsar. He had a telegram sent to rrie, through my 
Agent, lo the effect that 1 should come back very soon. At the time 
when the telegram reached Amritsar, I w'as at Lahore. Then the tele- 
gram reached me in Lahore and I came to Gujranwala in a turn -I am. 
The policeman w-as already sitting in my shop. 1 went inside the 
shop, taking him along with me. Then 1 sent for Ram Shah, brother 
of Makhan Shah, and Jai Kishan Dass and Bhagwan Dass, apprentices. 
J talked everything in their presence. The policeman said that one 
Kaisar Singh, wdio, he stated, w^as my cousin, but with whom I had no 
such relation, should be presented; otherwise I would be handcuffed.. 
and taken to the police station. I replied. have no concern with 
him. His house is here, his mother is hei'e, so you may better enquire 
her. Then w^e ail went to Kaiser Singh’s liouse. There he or- 
dered Kaiser. Singh s mother to come out, because the house was to be 
locked Tip. The sister of Kaiser Singh was seriously ill, so her mother 
implored the policeman. Then I, accompanied by others and the 
PpliceiUan, came back to my shop. The policeman said, that he would 
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lake Sobaii Singh lo the Superintendent of Police. Then they took the 
policeman aside and asked me lo give one hundred rupees 1 said fhat 
I was quite innocent and I could not pa Rs. 100. liien I ga\e the 
policeman Rs. 25 in their presence. I sent for Piirias and La$si 
(sweetmeats) from the Bazar, and gave Uiem to him, which he accepted. 
Then he wrote down my statement that Kaiser Singh had run away to- 
wards the Hills and got it -signed by me. The name of the policeman is 
I dham Singh and he belongs to Sadhu Gaw^arya, He liad con:3,e hero 
from Cliuliar Kana. Kaiser Singh had committed some offence there, 
hut he had run away. Now he is set free. 

I don’t remember the exact d ie, but during the days of 
Martial Law, a flogging post was fixed in Cront of my shop. Some Bri- 
fish soldiers, after making a Sikh quite naked, and placing a piece of 
cloth on his hips, began to flog him. I. counted myself 13 stripes- Dur- 
ing this time, he went on saying *'Wagru'\ ‘'Wagru'' again and again 
when they caned him severely. One soldier said, very loudly, that he 
was being caned I^c'caiise he u-as wandering about tlie night before. When 
everything was finished, they ordered him to g;o away. He put on his 
f.lothes and went away. I don’t know his name. It is said that he 
had come outside in the night to drink water. 
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, The statement of Ladha, so7i of Ahmad Din, Arain, of Tehrhi, Sansian, 
Tehsil and District .Dnjranwala, 


About a year and half agio, I was sent for by the Tehsildar, along 
with other people of the village in Atava, and was compelled lo give 
some recruits or pay money. I said I would pay wilh tlie other people. 
A young kumhoT of the village w'-as enlisted as a recruit on payment of 
Ks. 300 out of wdiich I had to pay Rs. 15. Seven or eight months elaps- 
ed, The Tehsildar sent for me again in Saiicha. Garya and ordered that 
f should give rny son as a recruit. My son was only a small boy and 
learing, he might be enlisted I sent him somewhere. The Tehsildar 
beat me badly and put me on bail of Rs. 300 and ordered me to produce 
my son the following day. A good many days after that, I went to Gujran- 
wala Tehsil, and said my boy was missing. On this the Tehsildar put 
uio in the lock-up again and kept me there for 8 days; and also gave me 
heating every day, through hie constables, I requested him to make 
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iLie Tree, to be able to search my son; and 'was released on a bail of 
l\s. 300 and ordered I.0 produce my son. At last I was obliged lo |)ro- 
■duce rny son. The Tehsiidar enlisted him as a recruit. I wtnil lo I he 
Recruiting Officer an’d actually wept before him. The boy 'ua.< exonnin- 
■ed by 'Mmd with; the/ resuh ha' (the boy) was set iTee on accoiiril of 
liis being too young in age. 


siuiciiieni of Diwati Chand, son of Bhan Singh, Arara, oj 

Jandiala Sher Khan, Teksil Khangah Dogran 

/ , 

District GuparmUlm: 'b 


I was a palmari at Thakran TeTisil Gujicanwala from the year 1916. 
In the beginning of 1917, the recruiting '^as as usual. Mr. Haniiiton 
was the Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwala. On the arrival of Cob 
0*Brien as Deputy Commissioner/in' November, they became I'ather strict 
in the matter of recruiting- I was then a Patwari at Itlare Thakran, and 
the circle w’as under the Extra Naib Tehsiidar Malik Fateh Khan. In 
•January 1918, Col. O’Brien with Mr. Ogilvie, Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner, was at the village Kanonki, where the Lambardars in Iho vicinily 
were called, and orders were pronounced that the Pachoira for Kharif 
1917 which was, so to say, the salai7 of the Lambardars was i'orfoilod on 
account of deficient recruiting. The names of the villages are:—- 


Kot Dhaiipat. 

Bahadur Singh Lambardar. 


Mare Thakran. 

(1) Karam Singh, 

(2) Buta Singh Lambardar, 

Raja Ralla. 

(1) Dasan. 

(2) Dewan Singh 

Chichald. 

(i) Dewan Chand Lambarda- 


Hardu Koi 

(1) Shah Singh. 

(2) Dewan Chanda 

Kanonki 

(1) Sant Singh. 

(2) Jasra Singh. 

<3) Bhagwan Singh, 


Jandai. 

(t) Mangal Singh 
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The nuniber ol! such villages in the Tebsil is about 200 a true copy 
whereof can be obtained ITorn the Khatauni {Mgm) in I he Tehsii, 

The recruits taken from my circle were taken by moaBs of \n ar- 
rant, s, under Section 174 of the Penal Code. This was the general piac- 
lice in the Tehsii As the Patwaris remained in the Tehsii, I lia\e per-, 
sonal knowledge of the affairs. 

Karim Bux Zaildar of Batava, Jasra Singh and Bhagwan Singh Zaii 
dars of Ivanonki, Buta Singh and Karam Singh Zaildars of Chichki, 
Dewan Ciiaiid Lambardar of Kot Dhanpat, Hazara Singh Lambardar of 
Kanonki were all removed from their posts of Lambardars and Zaildars 
for not furnishing recruits. In the same w^ay the Lambardars of Papua 
Kach and Ferozewala were removed from their posts. A criminal' case , 
.was got up against the Lambardars of Papua Kacb and they were sentenc- 
ed to undergo imprisonment. 

The inhabitants of Mare Thakran, Katali Kaian, Sliergarh, Chudaii, 
Mailo, Budiia Goraya, Mangoki, etc*, in the Tehsii Gujranwala were also 
fined. ■ ■ 

When there was a quarrel between Lai- Khan Zaiidar and Khan 
Suleiman, who w^as in the habit of arresting recruits, Lai Khan was 
set up as a complainant and the Police challaned 13 men of the village 
Baibe in Gujranwala Tehsii out of whom eleven were made to enlist as 
recruits and two were convicted. Exactly the same is the condition of 
the village Budha Goraya. 

Recruiting generally was by force. Every kind of pressure w'as 
permissible for recruiting as would appear from the petition of Johar 
and others, residents of villages Chak Swedar Bharoki, Qadian, Chan- 
daia, Chandali, Shergard, Nangri, Nathranwaii, ail in the tehsii of Guj- 
ranvvala, whicli had been placed under the Commissioner of Lahore in 
August. In consequence of this petition Malik Fateh Khan, Naib Tehsii- 
dai“, was transfeired from the circle for his severity in the matter of 
recruiting. The statement of Jopad Lambardar and the other slate- 
menls in iluB file deserve a perusal; that will show how they were dis- 
honoured. 

The ordinary method of recruiting was this : — - 

A list of all persons, aged between 18 and 35 years, w^as prepared 
for the whole tehsii. The Lambardar or the Patwari of each willage 


was to^produce a list of suoli men, before the 'Naib Teiisiidar of the cir- 
cle, and a selection was made from this list of the young men fit for 
being recruited- Warrants under section 174- of the Indian Pena! Code 
were issued against them. The Naib Tehsildar then selected zaildars ot 
the circle and Lambardars of the neighbouring villages, who, for thr 
fear of being disgraced were ready to do any illegal act, and these were 
deputed to arrest the persons concerned, either thernserves or with the 
help of the police constables. The arrested persons were then produced 
at the Tehsils for being recruited. Simultaneously the female relations 
of the arrested youths reached the recruiting olfice weeping and wailing, 
But no officer paid any attention to their cries. They were removed by 
force. It was also the general practice to raise subscriptions from cer- 
tain villages and pay up the recruiting dues to each mmmxmiiy, 
Daley, Recruiting Officer, had two dogs, which did very satisfactory 
work in removing the female relations at his hint. 

I was appointed a Patwari in 1904. I was at Girdawar in April, 1919, 
and was removed from office on the 11th of June, 1919. 
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The statement of Mr^ Bhagwan Singh, son of Mr, Iswar Smgh^ 
Zamiyiiar, age 45, Jat wirh, Lambardar of Kamoki, TaJisil and 
District Giijrammla, 


I was Zaildar of Kamoti at first. I was appointed in 1910. Du- 
ring Mr. Hamilton D, C.’s time, recruiting took place. I gave a reci'uit, 
Nikka son of Kutb Dill, caste Kasai. Others from my Zail were recruited. 
Mr, O’Siloy, A. C., complained against me to the D. G. Mr. HamiD 
ton suspended me. Then Col. O'Brien was made D. C. He dismissed 
me from the zail. Rs. 4,000 were given to the war loan from my zail 
and Rs. 1,000 to the war fund. After O’Brien’s arrival, there * was ge- 
nerally great oppression in recruiting. 1 was in Mali Thakaran with 
the Naib Tahsildar. A Kashmiri man was beaten with shoes and 
slicks in my presence. In Kamoti, ~ Taj Din Lambardar, Bulaqi Lam- 
bardar and Sant Singh, Head Lamrdar were badly beaten in 
my presence. Jagat Singh Pattidar, Khusal Singh, Lai Singh 
and Manga! Singh, Zamindars and Isa Thobi and others also were 
beaten by the Teiisiidar. Such ineidents look place in connection 
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with the recruiting in m:^ presenee_ in -variouB -villages. Siiiy 
to severity 'persons were eniisled from my village. My laihcu* v\as 
Sajedposh and Lambardar. My grand father was a Tiiariedar during 
the Sikh regime. During recruiting many were ari*ested, Veoph were 
1‘orced to subscribe to the war loan. No was observed on any 

day ill Kanioii. No meeting was held. The oilicials told us iml to 
have hartal. No wire cutting or any other dislur.bant:o look place wiiij- 
in 10 miles ol'Kamotiv 

-J beard of liiing in Amritsar from many people vvfm bad gone to 
file Bdtsakhi from Jammu and other places and passed our village on 
tbeir return,, 

On the morning of the 20tb x\prii, about 20 English soldiei’s came 
to my house. T was struck by one of them and made to accompany 
them. Just outside the village, about a 100 people of the village were 
kept. There were 40 motors standing there. Soldiers bad come in 
these cars. I was told that wires had been cut in my village, I denied 
this and said we were guarding the wires. On enquiry from, the sta- 
tion, I found tliat wires had been cut in Mauza Nanyai Sadanwala 10-11 
miles away. 1 was asked the names of the people of my village who.iiad 
gone there. I said, no one had gone. I was given half an hour's time 
and all the four Lambardars went to the village. After enquiring we ren- 
turned and said there was lio such person. I then received 16 stripes 
and Rs.. 200 fine. I fainted. Later on, I wa«s given a receipt for Rs, 200 
by the Sub-Inspector, when the troops had left. 

A.B.— The Commissioner who examined this witness, saw the re- 
ceipt of Rs.. 200 and examined the marks of Hogging left on the but- 
tocks. 
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The sialemeni oj Lala flarnam Das Chopra, son of Lain Gokal Chand^ 
Arora-BanSt Gujranwala. 


I had 64 pressed bales of cotton, meant to be. dispatched to Bombay, 
and 100 Bories of rice to be booked to Nawab Shah, SlncE They had 
been lying in ibe Railway godown torn before 14th of April, 1910. 
Frightened by the receii)t of the reports of the harM in the city and 



of the fate of the godown at Amritsar station 
mine with con\eyairces tu fetch my g* 
was about 9 a.m. The policemen who 
down lofused to allow this and 

After this, at about 1 p.m. I heard I'r 
coining from the city and gi 
Office had been set on fire, 
bourers and a 
there w'as no sign 

gt>:irded by about 20 constables i ’ ' 

quested the Sub-Inspector to kindly allow 
the Sub-Inspector refused 
saying that I would i 
sarily. He replied that it 
set even on this side. He had not finished, 
bles reported to him that the 
other direction. As soon as he heard it, he 
in the direction of the noise 
behind, and I at once, i ' 
of cotton. Only 7 or 8 had thus been placed 


I sent some labourers of 
goods back to the shop. The time 
were placed on duty at the go- 
my labourers had lo return. 

■om two travellers who were 
■omg to some village outside, that the Post 
On hearing this I ran to the station with la- 

When we reached, 
godown. It was 
/ I ; 


conveyance to bring my goods back 
of any fire being set to the 

and one Sub-Inspector of Police 

' us to remove the goods. "But 
my request. I renewed my reqxest once again 
incur a loss of 16 or 20 thousand' quite unneces- 
-t mattered nothing to him ahdthal fire must be 
when two q three consta- 
noise of people was reachiig us from the 
ran with 8 or ’jl^onstables 
The remaining 10 or 12 sepoyTwere left 
assisted by labourers, began to remove the bales 

I on the cart when the cart was 
turned upside down. Tlien I saw about 50 or 60 men appeared at once 
at the godown, at the beckoning of the constables who had been left 
behind at the godown. This advance was made with their express 
connivance. The sepoys told the men to carry away the munj (grass) 
and said that there was no restriction. The sepoys also pointed to the 
godown shed and the church. The mischief-makers on receiving this 
encouragement at once took to carrying away the bundles of Munj. 

The godown and the church were set on fire which caused great harm 

to life. 

The rice which was close by was burnt. About 40 Bones were 
lost, some being burnt and others looted. 

-ks the police did not protect the goods which lay in the booking 

oflSce they were also looted. 

The police asked, me to identify my rice from many kinds which 
had Iwn stored in the Mohan Singh Bagh. In my presence no 

sample of my nee was found in any house. Many bags of rice were 
stored m the Mohan Singh Bagh. 



The sialemeiM oj Ilahi Bux, son of AbduUa, Carpenter of UhuUi, 
Tehsiland District Gujranwala. 


My agricultural lands are situated near the Gharialwala well of the 
village Dhulli. On the 14th of April, 1919, when these eveute hap- 
pened, I, along with Umran, wife of Imam Din, and Ismail, son td 
Nizam Din Tarkhan, was coming back from Gharialwala well to Dhul- 
li. When we came near the pond, on the right of the village, at about 
3 p.m., I was walking ahead of all and they were coininK on behind, 
at a distance of about. Jive steps. Suddenly a bomb fell between ns aitd 
all three of us were wounded. Umran had .scarcely walked four steps, 
when she died, and the boy Ismail also died on the spot. I was wound- 
ed in the back, but while still able, 1 ran fast to my village. Dhulli 
is situated at a distance of about sixty feet from the place where the 
bomb fell. At the time, when the bomb came down, there was no one 
near by, excepting we three. 
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The statement of Kishan Singh, student sth High Class, 
Khalsaliigh School, Gujranwala. 

We remained engaged in the morning up to 8-30 a.m. in Gurupu- 
rah celebrations at the Dharamsala. Therefrom we went to our kitchen, 
to take our meals. The day being a holiday, there was some noise in the 
kitchens. Sardar Inder Singh, the Superintendent in charge of the 
kitchen, bade me ask the boys to be silent. I did accordingly. We 
vvere free from the kitchen at about 10 a.m. At that time Sardar Naran- 
jan Singh came to the boarding house and asked our Superintendent 
not to allow the boys to go to the city. Consequently, we went to our 
respective rooms and remained there with our books. None of the 
boys went to the city. I got out a book, called "Vanity Fair”, and 
read something out of that book, to my companions. I solved some 
sums in Algebra with them and did some writing work in English. 
Then some of my mates went put to play ; ip thk way we spot that day 
pf Gwupto'ctl}. 
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We heani llm noise ol a-eroplaaes, at a}x>ut 3 p.ni., wlieii we saw 
that there were four aeroplanes. They .remained hovering over the 
boardiitg house., for about ten minutes. We, as usual, name oiil to 
see. So did the boys, who were playing outside. Suddenly, a noise 
was heard and a shell came down, which struct our confectioner Ganda 
Singh. The Superin.tendent and some boys of the boarding staff and 
myself were standing in DeorhL Suddenly the bomb Cel! and a small 
piece of it injured the finger of my right liand. A hoy fell down on ac- 
count of the shock. After some time, I went into the boarding hor^. 
The doors of the boarding house were closed. 

At 4-30 p.m., an order from the head master came to the effect^,, 
that the school was closed for a week, and that the boys should go 
home. I, with some other }x>ys ol the neighbouring villages, started 
for our homes. My village is at a distance of 70 miles. I related the 
whole story ol the dropping of the bomb, to my parents in ray village. 

On the 27th of April, 1919, when I was sitting in the bazaar, the 
Havaldar of my village police station came to call me. I went with him 
. to the police station, where my statement was taken dowm. I was 
handcuffed and sent to Gujranwala. When I was produced before the 
Court in the garden, Jang Bahadur told me to implicate the other stu- 
dents of the school and that I would, then, be forgiven, I did not 
like to do so. 1 w^as, therefore, sent lo the jail. When the identifica- 
tion took place, two constables made me stand and one said '1 saw 
him about the station, at about 11-30 a.m. The second said, '1 saw 
him, at 11-30 at Dhakki and Kachi'\ 

When I was placed before the summary court, one said, *T saw 
, him at the station at about one”. And the other said ‘1 saw^him at Dhakki 
at 9 o'clock”. Their statements, about the time, were quite different 
from what they had said before. The headmaster Bawa Sundar Singh, 
Bhai Karam Singh, Master Inder Singh and a class fellow of mine, Na- 
nak Singh gave evidence and so I was let off, on the 26th of May. I 
was in custody for a month. 

Tn the meantime, my father made many applications, but to no 
effect. 1 was in great timiblo, one day, in the jail One evening, when 
reciting Dahoras (le. evening prayer), five or six others came to 
-They slioirfoct ”Sai Sri (God k great iiid avedasling), 
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But I remained silent. All the boys said lhal 1 <iki not speak a ii\ tiling. 
But none would believe them. , And I was kepi in feilerSj lor day 
and one night. 
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The statement of Bhai Indar Singh, son of Bhai Dharam CJiamf 
SuperintendentfGulab Singh Khalsa Hostel, Gujmnwala. 


was on the 14tii April, a day after BahakJii, that we heard the 
noise of aeroplanes flying at about 3 in he alternooii. Hearing tlie noise, 
the Boarders numbering 100 or 125 ram out, {.o see the sight. They were 
seeing it in an open field, midway between the school building and tfie 
hostel when we heard the noise of something like a volley of shots. W e 
were told that Ganda Singh confectioner whose sliop was outside Hie 
Hostel, w^as wounded by a shot. In the meanwhile, I felt a shock 
(like earthquake) and the yard of the Hostel was enveloped in smoke. 
We all ran towards the Deori (povoli) and slopped there. When the 
smoke vanished, we came to know that a big bomb had fallen, and 
liad made a big hole, about 5 or 6 feet in circumference and about a fool 
in depth, in the paved platform in front of the Kitchens, where our 
students used to take meals, and meet for congregational prayers. The 
sand had com© out of the hole. The bricks of the surrounding walls were 
broken in many places, and one piece of wood separated off altogether 
from Hie frame of the door, and at two jpiaces bricks of the western 
wall of the Deori were broken. 

Owing to the Baisakhi holidays, many boarders had gone home, 
and only about a 100 or 125 bad remained. When aeroplanes were hover- 
ing over the school and the hostel I had come out of my quarters hear- 
ing the noise. I stood at a little distance from the students oulside the 
Deori and when the Bomb fell, I ran wards the Deori, No jwlitical 
meeting was ever held in our school; nor is it allowed. On ilie 14ih 
April, none of the boarders went lo the city. Our hostel and school are 
at a distance of about half a mile from th city, and more than a mile from 
the station« The pieces that were found separated on account of ilie 
|)pnib fallings were given tu Pandit Malviya when he cameto our boaref- 
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ing OB the 1st My with Swami Shraddbariajitl, ilie I si July, 

BO pieces were asked Cor, by the police, hut after the first the p(»Ii€e 
begau the inquiry. 
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The staiemeni of Bahari Lai, Budharaja, of Gujranwala, 


Ob the 14th of April, I got up early in the inorning, and went for a 
bath, etc. I returned at about 7-15 a.m. to my shop which was closed. 
Every shop in the grain market was closed. The shop keepers were all 
sitting on cots in front of their shops. I also sat down on a cot in front 
of my shop. After about half an hour some persons came to me and 
said that a number of passengers frorn llardwar were at the Railway 
station hungry and thirsty, and some of them were wandering in the 
bazar in search of food. They also said that as all the shops in the city 
were dosed they were badly in trouble and as I was an enthusiastic 
member of the Sewa Samiti, and was ever ready to take part in any 
good act even at the sacrifice of my time, I should arrange for feeding 
them. Considering it to be the highest duty of the Sewa Samity, I 
busied myself in arranging for their food. At first, I wanted to collect 
some subscription for this from the Mandi, but I ultimately thought it 
proper to decide that whatever was to be spent should be spent from the 
funds of the Sewa Samity, and if the members did not approve of this 1 
decided to pay all the expenses from rnypoctket. I called in the ahsistaii- 
ce of one or two Hindu cooks and one or two other men who were 
always ready to take part iii acts of public good- 

I sent for Hour, pulse ghee, etc.', sunicient io meet the wants of 
the travellers and got food prepared. In the meantime, I went to the 
Railway station to fetch a few cans which belonged to the Sewa Samity, 
and which were used, at the station, for suppiying drinking water to 
the passengers. I asked the travellers to come to the Brahmin Akhara, 
where, I told them, arrangements for their feeding had been made. The 
passengers were glad to get the ioviialion and all of them, men, wo- 
men, and children came to the Brahmin Akhara where the food had been 
prepared and were given food. They had almost finished their meals, 
wheh Sardar Sunder Singh, Accountant Examiner’s office N, W„ 

; . from the slation side/and told me,, fbat I should seiid the pmaen- 
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gew soon m ths train was about to leave and was wliisiling. Hearing 
Ibis, i he passengers rushed: to the station in contoion, and as my duty 
was done, the arrangements for food were closed. It was then about 
10-15 a.m. Afterwards I came to my shop and did not move iroiii there 
mi. the evening. I saw aeroplanes hovering very low over the Maiicii and 
Ihrowing bombs. I came to know afterwards that one of tliesB bombs 
fell quite close to Babu Abdul Aziz Pleader’s house and that shots were 
iirecl from the aeroplanes near the Octroi jiost and that a washerman boy 
died forthwith. Some people were also woundedi^ of whom I know one 
Gppai Singh very well. 

On the 16lh of April, the city was perfectly quiet, and the shops 
were closed on account of fear. 

On the 16th of April, I was arrested at my house at about 11.-16 
a.m, and then put in jail. I remained in jail for two months, I was 
then prosecuted and acquitted. 

When I was in Gujranwala jail, Ram Sinii, son of Laia Nand Ram 
cloth seller, who was my neighbour, and Mohammad Munir, son of Ab- 
dul Ghani, overseer, were flogged in my presence by the order of a mili- 
tary officer. I asked them why they had been punished and I was told 
that one of thein was sitting outside the court when the motor car of 
the officer Comnaanding ran past him but as he had not noticed it, he 
failed to Saiam the Officer Commanding. 
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The statement oj Rat, Salieb Sardari Lai, Phadef, 


On the 14th of April,. 1919, the morning train, which was to leave 
for Wazirabad, was stopped by the mob, near the Gurukal bridge, which ; ■ 
was set on fire and a little later, a small bridge on the Lahore side of 
the Railway station was also set on fire. As asked by Khan Bahadur 
Mirza Sultan Ahmed (officiating DX.), Khan Ghiilam Hussain Khan E. 

A. C. Laia Amar Nath (City Magistrate) and Mr. Herron (S,. P.) and 
other police officials, the mob was taken ipto the', . torn iRy Pin' ^Moho- 


nied. 
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On the 15tli of April, Col. O’Brien issued a notice lo the Mnnn-h 
pai Commissioners to attend at the Court House, at about I*jh. 
When the members of the Municipal Coinaiilioo assembled, he lokl 
tliem to proceed to the Railway station, which thc}' did, Alhu* sume. 
time, Col. O’Brien with the I). I. G, Police (Mr. Donaidj reached tlie 
slalioii. Both of them, after leaving the European soldiers wim hat! a! 
ready arrived at (he Raihvay station, citlicr from Sialkot or Laliuie, 
went hack lo make some arrests. But tlie Mumcipal (iorami!s&iouoi?s 
were quite ignorant of what steps Col. O’Brien intended to take. He 
arrested Lala Mela Ham, then Messrs. Labh Singh, Mangal Sain, 
kim Rain and Amur Nath. These men were brought, in handcuffs, lb 
the Railway station where the Municipal Commissioners were waiting. 
Col. O’Brien, after getting down from the motor, addressed S. B. Na- 
rain Singh in the following words; — 

*'Narain Singh, teri darhi mitli men ml gayi aur tera mun kola 
hogaya ' (your beard is groyeliing in the dust, and your face is now 
blackened, meaning that he had been disgraced.) 

Narain Singh was going to answer, but the Colonel interrupied him 
and said, ''Baqwa mat karo-smna hai, bahas nahin karna.'' (Doivf 
talk, listen, don’t argue). 


At (hat tiMiG, Lalia Raila Ram, who was standing with his son Mr. 
Pralap A. T. S., at a distance, was arrested. CoL O’Brien addj’cssed 
the assembly consisting of Municipal Comiijissloners, OlTiccrs, etc. 
’‘Arya Samajis, hire makaare, yea bachmsh Government ka mumhla 
karle hain,*^ (These Arya Sarnajlsts, worms and insects, dared to chal- 
: ieiige dRe Government), 

After this, Din Mohammad and Chaudhri Mui Raj (Zaildar, Police) 
were asked by Col. O’Brien to go ahead and to proclaim to the public 
that nobody should come in tb© way of the (procession, which was 
goings h) make further arrests in the city. The procession consisted of 
.police-men, 'European soldiers, D. I.'.'G. Police 'S. P., Idol. ' 0 ’Brieii, Mu- 
, nicipa! , Commissioxiers ■ an The accused, who .weiie'dundbr (ar- 

rest, were in the procession in handcuffs, and were taken to the town. 
The procession pioceeded lo the town and lirst, Moliaii Lai ^aclidev 
and his tw’-o brothex's were arrested. Then Malik Lai Khan a ml Amrit 
Bai were arrested, and afterwards Lala Girdhari Lai, Lala Anaiii Rann 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman, Pleaderp Mir Hussain Bakhsh, Pleader and Lala 
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Oe'vi 'Dayal Raggar and Dyal Siiigh^Tha party came Rack to liie 
place from wliere they had started and the D. 1. G. Police addressed 
the public in this way. 

‘-Till badmash pakm gaye hain, yen phansi dive javenge, agar isM 
bad Msi ShaMis ne shorish fci, to wuh phansi diya javega, jao apni dw- 
-kaMn kholOj aur aram se baitho/' 

(AH th^se badmashes have been arrested. They will be hanged, 
if, alter Ihis, any one would cause agitation, he loo would' be hanov.^,d. 

open your shops and rest at ease). 

LijUi sipril. Oil the morning of the 16lh, the Municipal Comm, is- 
siuiiers, Honorary Magistrates assembled together and induced the 
people io open their shops, but they did not agree- On the inforiiia- 
lion being oomiiiuiiicated to Col. O’Brien, that the people were not 
going to open their shops, as they were afraid of the badmmhes who 
had looted the goods lying in the Railway goods shed, the Colonel 
addressed R. S. Sardari Lai and S. B. Narain Singh thus; — 

'Tell badmash hai, yeh shararat hai, jao logon ho kahdo heh agaz 
tin buje tak dukanen nahin kholenget to men jabren dukamn 
khulwakar jo kuchh mal andar hoga, zabai har leonga'\ (These peo- 
ple are badmashes, they are mischievous. Go and tell them that, if 
they would not open their shops by 3 pan., 1 shall get them forcibly 
opened, and shall confiscate whatever may be iound inside them). 

Accordingly, the announcement was made by beat of drum and 
Use shops reopened before S p,m. Martial Law was proclaimed at Guj- 
raiiwala, on the 17th or 18th April, at about 2 p.in., in the following 
manner. _ All the notables of the town were summoned, and ihey had 
to ,sit on the iloor and others had to stand. 

A carpet was spread in the hackney carriage shed opposite the 
Railway station, and the Martial Law Proclamation was read by ^'Col. 
O’Brien in English and Munshi Taj-ud-din '(S. 0.) in the vernacular. 

Nazir Hussain, Hon. Magistrate M. C., S. B. Simdar Singh M. B. 
E. Pleader, Bhag Shah Khandwala begged Col. O’Brien’s pardon, on 
beliaif of. their respective committees, saying, Col. O’Brien had beeB 
very kind to them and those who had done anything wrong would be 
punished. Suiidar Singh said that the Sikhs had not joined. Bkag 
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Sing said, liazur Ka raham, haziir ne behut raham Idya, fmm par 
hahut raham kiya (Your honour has been Idtul Aery kind, exlrejiudy 
4ind.) 


The siatemeni of Lis la Shiv Nath, son of Lola Kirpa Ram. kaptir 
Khatri of Gufranwala, 


around wells and tanks. When many people had reached the llailway 
station, they found that the Superintendent of Police, with quite a large 
number of police constables and- a Sub-Inspector, were present there. 
Here, firing took place. This I saw myself. 

I Avas present when the firing took place at Lodhran. A large crowd 
had gathered there. Cheyt Ram, the Post Master himself, told me that 
he had requested the Superintendent of Police, that some steps should 
“ he taken for the protection of the Post Office hut he had received 
no reply. There was a mmour in the city, that the police themselves 
had provoked the people into burning several places. (This 1 entered 
in my diary). I haA'e been keeping my diary for the last tAA-enty years. 
Excepting one note book, all of them are in my possession. I can pro- 
duce them before the Court, if required. The diai'y of tlje Martial Law' 
days was placed before the Court, in connection Avith an affair relating 
to the Railway station. I Avill lay it on the table for it. I sent it to the 
Station Master, through one of my own servants, so that lie might lay it 
OB the table if necessary. The reason of its being sent for there AA^as, 
that a complication had arisen there and, as the station master kneAv that 
I write in my diary eveiy thing I notice, he sent for it. Aeroplanes 
arriv^ed at about 3 p.m. I saw them hovering ov^ the city. They w^ere 
Hying veiy close to the roofs and produced a loud rattling sound. The 
people were greatly frightened. Nobody suspected ' that they had come' 
■to bomb the place. The general impression was that their object was to 
over-awe the people. The aeroplanes, ' hoAV'ever,. dropped bombs at 
•several places. Two or three (bombs '.fell into the city, one in the old 
•market place and one on a Dharamsala; I myself saw one 


rnaii, who had been wounded by a bomb. /He is the son, of Gurdit 
Singh, the confectioner. He was hurt in the^ calf. I can produce the 
man iefoio. 'the'; Court.'; 

/'^o/disturbaM took place on April 16th.. No/meeting'/;, was;'.; . heid^^ 
Not more than 6 people were permitted to accompany the biers. 

After this, the Martial Law was introduced. Proclamation wus made 
hy the beat of drum and notices were posted. British soldiers were 
appointed tO' guard' the city. 

Some eight or ten days after the introduction of the iMartial Law, 
an order to saiam the British Officers was issued. Any body who failed 
to salairi, was beaten. One day, I saw some British soldiers putting up 
some notices at Sudar, the Tobacconist’s shop, near Ghar Jakhi Gate. 
There was no officer aniong them; and they were beating some shop- 
keepers for not salaaming. (I can distinguish officers from ordinary sol- 
diers as the former have invariably some badge or other distinctive mark 
on them.) 

The British soldiers either took away things, by force, w’itho at pay- 
ment, or paid only a very small part of the real price. A certain British 
soldier took away a shirt from the shop of Rattan Singh’s brother. 
Another British soldier took away something from the shop of Moo la, 
the Munyari, (near Ghah Chashme) which was w’orth Re. 1/- as. 12, but 
paid only one rupee. Moola remained quiet, out of fear, kt that time, 
1 was sitting at the Thana (raised platform), close lo the sliop of Hari 
Chand. These incidents too are recorded in my diaries. If a man pass- 
ed in a tonga or on horse back, he was deprived of his tonga or horse, 
by the British soldiers, who, after having a drive or a ride, retained it 
to the owner. 1 saw all the pleaders, long with other respectable pca*- 
sons, being put under arrest. They were taken througli. llic bazaars, 
with hanclcuiTs on, in my presence. Some of them were bare-headed, 
and the sun was very hot. I saw* them near the Cliauk, in lliu bazaar, 
\\i'nch leads to the Railway station. 

I look a round in Ihe bazaar, on the day the hartal took place. I 
saw nobody persuading others to dose their shops. Some shops were 
already dosed, ilie resi wore being dosed. 1 loo dosed my shop, of 
my own free. will. 

The crowd which I saw near Schan was completely unarmed. 
They had no sticks, nor clubs, nor any other arms with them. The 


crowd consisted of those, who had assembled for the purpose of enjoy- 
ing the fair. They had with them only Sajas (loin cloths) for bathing 
purposes. 

I saw the mob which burnt the post office. It consisted of boys, 
Kashmiri labourers and some villagers. Amrik llai was among them. 

In my opinion, people were driven to incendiarism by the forcible 
recruitment, and second, by the firing by the Superintendent of ]\>lice. 

I have seen, men, weeping and beating their breasts in the very 
presence of the Tahsildar, who carried on forcible recruitment; 
their sons had been snatched away from them. This excited 
neral pity and indignation; but everybody was helpless. 




SOI 


The statement of Sardar Autar Singh? Bhaiia, Bar-at~Laiv, GujranwaJa 


On the 12th of April, 1919, there w^as a meeting of the District 
Congress Committee for the election of the delegates to the Juilundur 
Provincial Conference. Many members were present including myself. 
Before the meeting, some of the shop-keepers came there and told us, 
that Mahatma Gandhi had been arrested at Pahvai and that we should 
have a hartal. Some of the members wanted it. The delegates veere 
duly elected but nothing was settled about the hartal The shop- 
keepers went away saying, “you people don’t want it, but we wan! it 
and shall have it.’' 

There was a public meeting at Niani at about 9 u.m. or so on 
the 14th April 1919. Speeches were made by the leaders inducing tiie 
people not to commit any violence and they read the Mahatmaji s mes- 
sage from Palwal. While Mr. Lai Khan was addressing the audience, 
we lieard firing. After a- few minutes, some people brought a wound- 
ed man on a Charpai (cot) there. This excited the people, when they 
came to know that it was done by Mr. Herron. After this, the meet- 
ing was dispersed; and the people took their way to the civil hospital 
where the wounded were brought. Some boys and grown-up persons of 
illiterate and low classes w^ent to the Railway station wdiere the police 
had been posted. They set fire to the premises, and the police there 
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was quite indifferent to it.’ I sa'W the same day, aeroplanes hovering 
over the city, and I heard the aeroplanes firing. 

It was the next day, as far as I can remember, that some of the 
leading persons of the to-wn were arrested, and I saw them going 
through the bazaar handcuffed. 

One day, while I was going to the court, at about 11. a.m., I was 
stopped by some British soldiers near the Tahsil and was made to sa- 
lute llrem. I told them that they were not officers and therefore could 
not. claim a salute. They said that if I did not salute, they would see 

to it. TheB I had to obey under prot^Lj 

302 

The statement of liarbans Raj, son of Lala Amarnaili, Pleader, Gnjranwala 
at present confined in JaiU cit Lahore. 

It was in the evening of the 17th June 1919, ihai we heard tho 
news of the judgment in the “Gnjranwala case.” My father Laia Amar 
Nath, Pleader, eonvict No. 1 in the Leader’s Case, was sentenced 
to death and forfeiture of ail property. 

In the evening of the 10th June, 1919, at about 8 p.m., the TahsiL 
dar came to our house in the Gharjakh Village which is situated about 
1 mile and a half from Gujranwala. Be was accompanied by three or 
four constables with a number of persons frora the village. 

One of the party then went upstairs, where the family w^ere lying 
Oil their beds. Being the eldest .son of my father, I Avas required to go 
downstairs. When I came down, the Tahsildar ordered that ail the 
members of tiie family should leave the house at once. lie ajlded that 
nothing but the clothes w^e had on should be lakeii aivay, ana that if 
he suspected our conduct he would search us all including ladies. Tiie 
children and ladies began to weep and marched out before tlie whole 
parly. The ladies, not accustomed to public exposure had to suffer 
the ignominy of standing before a party of people. 

No regard was paid to our convenience or comfort. We ware 
driven out of home at night when it was difficult for us to look for a 
shelter or to arrange for our food and accommodation. The scare of 
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Martial Law andl the sight of the policemen frightened our rela- 
tives, who did not dare to give ns shelter or help ns in any other 'wtxy. 

Everything was hurled carelessly into tK© rooms by the constables. 
The doors were locked and sealed and the house was placed under po- 
lice guard. Two other houses at Gharjakh and one more at (jujran- 
wala were also placed under police guard. Even oiir cow 'was taken 
away from our possession and we were not allowed to have ils milk. 
The Tahsildar then left the village at about 10 p,m. 

Not until the Tahsildar had departed, and the policemen gone to 
sleep that we were able to get food and shelter at 

Mela Ram and Hakumat Rai. Our party consisted of 9 members, 6 fe- 
males and 3 males. The ladies were my^ 4unt aged 40, aunt’s daughter 
aged 15, my wife aged 20, my sisters aged 16, 12, 9 respectively. The 
males were myself and two brothers aged 23, 14, 6 respectively. 

We remained away from our house, for more than six weeks. After 
that time, the sentence of my father was reduced to 3 years’ imprison- 
ment and the order of confiscation was withdrawn. On taking posses- 
, sion of the house, we found that the house and some of the furniture 
were much damaged; for the house was kept closed and locked during 
the whole of the rainy season. 


The policemen who guarded the forfeited property forced the peo- 
ple of our village lo guard tire house, while they ihemselves took rest. 
They forced the sfiopkeepers to give them provisions. Complaints had 
to be made before this Zuliim (tyranny) was stopped. 
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The stale u lent of Malik Lai Khaiiy son of Malik Ghani Khan, Manager, 
Islamia High School, Gujramvala, 


1 got information in the evening of the 13th of April, that there 
would he a hartal on the morning of the 14th. I therefore, went to the 
house of Khan Bahadur Mirza Sultan Ahmad Sahib, Deputy CoiamiS' 
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yioner, at 8-30 pjri. I spoke to him about* the hartal. In my presence, 
f^abu Jang Bahadur, Sub-Inspector Police, brought a letter and 
gave it to jMirza Sahib. Mirza Sahib got the letter read by his clerk Fa- 
zal Husain and got a reply written to the Superintendent of Police 
that Khan Ghiilam Husain Khan, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was 
posted 0.11 duty for the next morning. At about 10 p.rn. I went home, 
Oy. the morning ot the 14th, I again went to the Deputy Cornmissioxier. 
He told me that according to his orders to me the previous night I 
should induce the shop-keepers of my mohalla to keep their shops 
open. 1 accordingly went away to speak to the shop-keepers. When, 
alter doing it, I was coming back; three men met me on the way and 
told me that they had heard that the train had been detained, and 
that the Gurukul bridge was on fii'e. After this, I had proceeded 
just a little towards the house of the Deputy Commissioner, when I saw 
him coming himself. I informed him of what I had heard and he 
told me to try to quiet all disturbances. I therefore, tried to find out 
where the people (mob) were. I was going on, when I learnt on my 
way, that a meeting was being held, in the old Musafar Khana near 
the house of Lala Arnar Nath, Vakil. I went there and briefly address- 
ed the people. I told them not to commit any disturbance. There- 
after they went to the NiyaL I exhorted the people there also to the 
same effect. 

About this time, four men came with a dead body on a cot and 
this at once caused an excitement. 

After this, 1 did not go^ anywhere on the 14th of April. In the' 
evening of the 14th, I came to know that Col. O’Brien bad come and 
my arrest had already been decided upon. I thought the ruiriour must 
be all false as I bad been acting according to the orders of the Deputy 
CommissioneT. At last I was arrested on the 15th. I was handcuffed 
and put up with those wdio were already under arrest. We were paraded 
through the bazaar and then put into a Railway Coal Truck and brought 
to Lahore. I said my prayers on the way, after having recourse to 
dry ablutions. 

Anant Ram Malik was not allowed to make water and therefore 
passed urine on the spot. He wanted to go a little aside, when the 
Military Officer ‘who was accompanying us gave him 6 or 6 stripes with 

, his cane.. 
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When reached the Central_ Jail, ■ we were put iti separate i.‘#ils. 
We were brought back to the Gujranwala Jail after 20 dii\s. i was calb 
ed away to Gujranwala, two days ahead of iny compauirn!*^, ;is Ihi' in- 
^estigating officers wanted to make me. an approver. 

But as I knew nothing, I refused. At last I was challaned in the 
Gujranwala Leaders’ Case and ultimately on the 17th June was dis- 
charged. After my discharge, I was informed that Col. O'Brien liad 
threatened that as he had imprisoned others under Martial Law, 
he would do the same with me. I therefore remained in Lahore till 
the 1st of July after which I could come to Gujranwala with^ safety. 



^ ^ ; 

The joint statement of Mathra- Dassi'"'^afj of Ganpat Rai, golds mUJi, 
and Mangal Sin^h, son of Gainda Singh, shop keeper, Giijramvala. 


My shop is situated near the shop of Gurditta Mai, Amin Chand. It 
was about a month or IJ month after Baisakhi, that I was coming to 
iny shop at 8-30 a.m., \vhen I saw a crowd gathered in front of the said 
shop. I saw^ that the Chaukidar, Lachman Dass, of the said shop was 
lying dead, and that his whole body was besmeared with blood. There 
was a rumour that the British soldiers killed him. I made the same 
statement to Ihe }X)iice. The British soldiejrs paraded (hrough our 
bazaar also. 

I further say that, during the days of Martial La^w, the British 
soldiers, in order to subject us to humiliation, forced all the bazaar 
people, including men of status, to clean the drains in the bazaars. ,! 
was also forced to do it, although the sweeper, appointed by the muni- 
cipality, had already cleaned it. As the British soldiers had rifles, out 
of fear, 1 had to humiliate myself and do it. I pay about Bs. 21, as 
income-tax. 
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77/e statement of Sardar Raghbir Singh, son of Sardar Vdham 
Singh, Kapur, cloth merchant, Gujranwala. 


My cloth shop is in the Railway bazaar, opposite Tliakardwara, 

Baba Gobind Dass- I also keep sewn shirts and coats, etc. During 
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tiie Martial Law days, British soldiers entered iB,y shop. The shirts 
were liaiigiTig on the nails. ^ At first one'^soldicr took away one shirt; 
ajiotlier look away another shirt; the third also tried, but the shirt did 
not come down from the nail and was torn. The soldiers took away 
Uvo shirts. I raised a hue and cry, but the soldiers went away, and 
did not pay me the price. Nobody dared m help rue. The soldiers 
w- ere . in uniform and had riOes and bayonets with them. I saw two or 
three incidents of this kind. If anybody did not salute them, he was 
struck o.r^ tlie back, twice or thrice, with a stick. Opposite the shop 
of Ha¥eli Ihmi, Haldi, seller, a person,, wL - -was' a stranger and was buying 
haldi, \¥as struck for this very reason that iie did not get up and sa- 
lute the soldiers.. He had not seen the soldiers, 'as he w'as with his 

■ back to Tile street. In the bazaar, tw'o or three other strangers were 

■ struck , for this very reason. 


The staiement of Allah Ditta, son of Eassan Mahomed^ 

35 hrick-maker, of Noor-baba, Navi Abadi {Thahur 

Singh Ka Darwaza.) Gujrammla. 


On April 14th, at about 2-30 p.m. I came to the vicinity of the 
Gujranwaia goods-sheds, to see if any of my relatives were present in 
the locality, regarding whom I had heard all sorts of alarming rumours. 
Not finding any of my relatives, there, I was returning home, when i 
was suddenly knocked down on the road side, to the left of Mahomed 
Husain (baker’s) shop. I remained where I fell, for about 2 minutes, 
in an unconscious state. On regaining consciousness, I felt pain in my 
left leg, and I found a big wound a little over my right ankle. I then 
dragged myself to the baker’s shop, referred to above. There I saw 
four persons, of ages ranging from 12 to 15, lying dead and 2 persons 
wounded. 1 don’t know their names. After half an hour, I was re- 
moved to the civil hospital by my relations, and my leg was amputa- 
ted, a little below the knee-cap. It took about 4| months for the 
wound to heabup. After 13 days, I, along with 2 others, was con- 
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dieted on tlio allegation of liaving participated in burning (uid loolhig 
the Railway goods-sbed and sentenced to 2 years, I was released on 
August 5tb, 1919, 


Martial Lazv Notice No^ j, 


We have come to know, that Gujranwala district Inliabitahts do nut 
usually show respect to the Gazetted Commis^oB^^.Euxopeto Civil 
Military Olficers of His Imperial 

^iiondtir of th0 Qovemment we order, 

that the ihhAitants of , show proper res- 

pect to' '’thes%' ;ife'spe'btahk offi{5ll^,‘''’'^heni^er they have occasion to meet 
them, in the same way, as big and rich people of India are respected. 

Whenever any one is on horse back or is driving any kind of wlieel- 
^ed conveyance, he must get down. One who has opened or got an 
: umbrella in his hand, should close or lower it down, and all j>ersons 
rshouid salute with their right hand respectfully. 

< Sd.) L. W. Y. CAMPBELL, Brig.-General, Officer Commanding, District 
Gujranwala. 


The statement of Dewan Chand, son of Sant Ram, Arora, of Gujramvala. 


I was President of Krishna Kumar Sabha, Gujranwala, During the 
days of Martial Law, I was told by some of the workers of the Sanatan 
Dharma Sahha that a meeting would take place in Brahm Akara and that 
I should attend It with the members of my Sabha. Prior to tins, Ihe 
Krishna Kumar Sabha never met under the auspices of the Sanalaii 
Dharam Sabha. In the days of Martial Law no meeting could be held 
publicly. I don't know how permission w^as obtained. I Joined the 
meeting'witli three or four members of the Sabha, Niranjan Das, Kara 
Mai, and others without passing any resolution to that effect in our 
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'Sablia. Tiie nieiBbei^s- of the Sanatan Dhararn Sabiia passed certain 
resokitions and read them in the meeting and said that the resolutions 
wej’e the same as those of the Krishna Kumar Sabha as well as of the 
Se va Samiti. None of us uttered a word, but listened to the proceedings 
quietly. Nearly two dozen persons from each of the three societies were 
present in the meeting. About 30 armed soldiers were also there and 
they were given lemonade, etc., to drink. The resolutions passed there 
were not sent to any press, but were only entered in the register. ]^Iany 
days after this, Jalsa, the Tehsildar of ihe place, sent for a list of ail 
file members of the Krishna Kumar Sabha. After this, an order was 
received that the list should contain parent-agje and the place of resi- 
dence also. We supplied the necessary information. On this, Pandit 
Parshram, Sub-inspector, C. L D., called me at bis bouse and asked me 
under orders from the Deputy Commissioner, vNhetlier my Sabha was a 
branch of any other Sabha or had branch anywhere else and what 
its rules were. I produced a printed report. When the riiemhers 
of the Sabha heard ail this, they got frightened, and it was unani- 
mously agreed that the Sabha be put an end to. Keeping in view the 
idea that the Deputy Commissioner should know that the Sabha had been 
dissolved, the balance of Rs. 70 in hand was paid to the District War 
League and information was given that the Sabha had been stopped. 
The proceedings with regard to the Sabha being dissolved were 
typed, and a copy was sent to the Captain of the Police, Deputy Commis- 
:sioner, and the Tehsildar. 

307 B, 

LIST OF PERSONS RELEASED WITHOUT TRIAL, 

1. Brij Bhuslian Bhagat, Bar.-at-law (Approver). 

2. ]\lokandlal, son of Shankar Das Rora, released on bail. 

3. Mir Din, son of Nizamuddin Teli, detained from 5-5-19 to 6-5-19. 

4. Allah Bakhsh, son of Pir Bakhsh, detained from 15-4-19 to 9-6-19 

5. Karim Bakhsh, son of Boota, detained from 19-4-19 to 9-6-19. 

6. Mir Hussain Bakhsh, Vakil, from 15-4-19 to 21-5-19. 

T. Nathu Mai Sachdev, from 16-4-19 to 9-6-19. 

8. Nazir Husain, son of Goolam Husain, from 3G-4-19 to 1-5-19. 

9. "Ganga Ram Multapi'^elea^d;,dn9- 
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IG. Ahmad Din, son of Imam Bakhsh, from 164-19 to 22-5-19. 

11 . Nizam Din. son of Allah Ditta, from 19-4-19 to 9-6-19. 

12 . Bute, son of NaHhakhsh, from 23-4-19 to 9-6-19. ^ 

13. Molienaad Husain Jali re-arrested . 

14. Bitiari Lai, son. of Mma Singh, from 23-4-19 to 9-G49. 

15. Piala Bara, platela^^er, from 15-4-19 to 21-5-19. 

10. Narain Das son of Soheb Chand released on 6-6-19, 

17. Ahmad Din, son of Fanjdar Arain, released on 21-5-19* 

18. Mansa Bam, son of Maya Bam, released on 26-5-19. 

19. Sardari, son of Lorinda, released on 7-6-19. 

20; Kishan Singh, son of Partap Singh, student, released on 

21. Gopal Singh, son of Lehna Singh. 

22. Azim, son of Siibha, released on. 25-5-19. 

23. Haveii Bam, son of Devi Dyal, released on 6-6-19. 

24. Daula, son of Wadbaya, released on 7-6-19. 

25. Lachman Singh, son of Sher Singh, released on 7-6-19. 

26. Bamzan, son of Meda, released on 25-5-19. 

27. Balya Barn, Manager, Ourn KiiJ. 

28. Nathn Barn, son of Uttani Chand. 
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The smtiement' of Bf. Dailat Siagh., the Ute Seeretary^ 
Ary a Samai^ Wmirahad» 


There is an aca e paity-feeling at Wazirabad, and this feeling was 
accentaated owing to the municipal eiection which took place a little 
before these eYents® One faction tried its best to injure the other 
faction® These eTents furnished the best opportunity to the party 
against the Ary Samaj, to avenge themselves upon it and to ruin the 
reputation of the Arya SamaJ. 

One or two Arya Samajists talked to me about the idea of closing 
the shops, and suspending all work, and fasting on the 6th of April 
1919, according to Mahatma Gandhi’s instructions; but owing to the 
factions in the city, I opposed their proposal. They had started their 
work on tke 6th April, 1919, They pressed me also to join them on that 
day, but I did not join them. The Eartal was partial, and the day 
passed off quietly. 

The 13th of April, 1919, was the day, a very important 

event in this part of the province. Nothin happened on the 13th, and 
upto the noon of the 14th, j)eopie from outside came to Wazirabad. In 
the afternoon o! the 14th of April, the news went round that a meeting 
was to be held in the Mosque near the Railway station, in connection 
with tke Hartal, A number of people were sitting at my house for 
medicine. The following gentlemen were among them;— 

Babu Gian Ohand, B. A,, LL. B,, Pleader. Ohowdhri Tara Chand," 
Contractor Master Shiv Ram, Teacher, Mission School ; Maha-*" 
" shal Kanhaya Lai; Sardar Labh Singh; some Railway Guards'' 

■ that they ought not to join such a meeting, and I for myself - 

■would: n it.. Consequently, at about 5-30 p. m., I went out -f# 

aiwalk . towardB^,^ garden on the Sialkote Road* ' Mahashai Eanhaya" 
Lai and Master Shiv Ram accompanied me.; We returned home at about 

On the next day, the 15th of ■ April 1919, the Hartal commemced# 
Ail the shops of the city were closed* - I remained in my dispensary, 
and kept administering medicine to the sick* Babu Ishwar Bas^ Tickel; 
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Collector, Ohowdliri Tara Chand, contractor, and many olaerscamo lo 
take medicine from me* Daring the whole of the clay, I was Hitting in 
my dispensary and doing my work. In the evening, the liuHal Milled 
in the city, and the normal bnsineas' was resumed. 

On the 17th of April,' 1919, early in the morning, I hoard thirl aorno 
mIscMevons boys and hadmashea had cut the telegrapli wire, tried to set 
fire to one or two railway- bridges, and actually set fire to the bungalow 
of the Reverend Mr, Bailey, It pained me very much# I said, ^^lievereiid 
Bailey is a very popular man and bears no grodge towards anybody, 
and he is a saintly person, and by burning his bnngiow the people of 
this place and of the neighbouring villages shall have to suffer a heavy 
pnnishment'b Lient-OohO’ Brien, the Deputy Oommissioner of Guiran- 
wala, arrived in the afternoon, and arrests began. The news of tlii 
arrival of motor cars and the military spread soon after. Many arrests 
were made by the Deputy Commissioner himself. 

On the 17 th of April, 1919, Martial Law was proclaimed in Wazi- 
rabad city and at the station. Consternation spread in the city, and 
people were terror-stricken. 

Martial Law notices were posted at different places and on some 
buildings. These were affixed to the places and houses, with which the 
arrested persons had connection, A set of Martial Law notices was also 
posted at the Arya Samaj Mandir,, although the Arya Samaj had nothing 
to do with any of the events. I, who was against the Martal and 
took no part whatsoever in the movement, was to be held responsible 
for the safe custody of Martial Law notices, as I happened to be the 
Secretary of the Arya- Samaj. Two persons had to be specially engaged 
to keep watch, and I had to ,go personally several times to see the noti 
ces, that no mischief-monger might tear them away or damage 
Martial Law authorities were very particular, that the notices were not 
injured or interfered with. If any person did not adlmh an officer by 
mistake, or through oversight, he had his turban taken off his head 
and tied round his neck,, and he was dragged to the camp by body- 
guards. There he was either fi'ned or flogged. This sight always 
■ haunted me, and' I had often'- to^'go' and have a look at the noticeB during 
\ day and night to 'see that they were safe. Sleep and comfort were thus 
denied to me* 

On the first or second of May, 1919, Mahomad Akbar, Siib«Iiispeelof 
of Police, accompanied by Zaildar .Sultan Ahmadj came to my 
, : : d!,speusarj at about W a. -m, -Ohowdhri ^Tara Chand, Vice«“Presideat 
of the Arya Samaj and one or two more.' men were there. The Sub- 
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faspeotoi* asked me? Who is Daulat Singh ? as if he did not know 
iB 0 » I replied that I was Danlat Singh. He -asked for the' Registers 
of the Arya Samajs and taking them, he went away® 

On the same evening, 1 was sent for at the Thana# ■■ Mian Abdul 
Samad, Inspector, 0«, I. D., Sardar Teja Singh, Inspector of Police, with 
the other Sab-Inspectors, were sitting there. Mian Abdul. Samad 
opened the. proceedings' book of the Arya Samaj, and enqaired of me 
the days on which meetings had been held. It was found that meetings 
were held on the 30th of March, 1919, and on the 3rd of April, 19! 9| 
to pass the monthly accounts, and on the 10th of April for the annual 
election of office-bearers. Both the Inspectors satished themselves by . 
©xaminlng the registers^ Mian Abdal Samad, Inspector of Police, 0. L D., 
said, There is' nothing objectionable in the Registers, and the ReglB*' 
lers are kept regularly*, No meeting in connection with Martal was held, 
in the Arya Samaj, and no mention is made in the Registers of any 
such meeting. Sardar TeJa Singh reminded the Inspector of Police 
of a certain note in English, probably in the handwriting of Ool, 
O’Brien. I was then told that the Proceedings Book and the Re- 
gister of subscriptions, would remain with the police® The remaining 
two Registers which were kept have not been returned by the police yet, 

On or about the 20th May, a constable came to call me to the 
Thana. Many other people were also sent for along with me. It was 
customary with the Police to send daily for men residing in certain 
localities, or belonging to certain professions, e. goldsmiths, con* 
fectioners, etc., and after detaining them for two days or more, to get 
out something from them. Inspector Partap Singh enquired of me as 
to who were the persons who took part in the meeting held on the 
14th of April, 1919, in the Masjid, and in the subsequent meeting held 
In the evening at Jamiat Singh’s house. I said that I had never attend- 
ed any meeting and did not know anything about' them. . I did -not 
know anything in 'connection with the Eartal^ as I never went to the 
bazar that day, I waS' detained in the Thana from morning till evening 
: for two. days, and was being forced to- give out something*' After 
' being ■ detained for ten days, I was told that !, was not wanted "any 
'■'.more. ■ 

On the 4tli of J atie, 1919, it was rumoured that more arrests would 
be made, and that the list contained my name also. Accordingly, on 
the 7 fch of June, 1919, in the afternoon two policemen in white cam© 
to my dispensary, when I was administering medicine to my patients; 

, They toM me that I was wanted by the Inspector Abdul Samad, I at 
once went in their company to the TH;ANA« Other people were also 
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present* Mim Abdul Samad called me inside and asked me wbtt I 
knew about tbe aiair* I told him that I did not attend any meetings 
took no part in the Uartal^ and knew nothing* 

The same eTeningi twelve persons came arrested^ uniler the order 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Onjranwala. Almost all the arrested 
persons were respectable gentlemen. They were all handcuffed, and 
send to the THAFA outside the city. 

That very evening, I came to know at the lhana that Mohamad 
Akbar, Sub-Inspector, and Mohamad All, Municipal Commissioner 
tutored two witnesses, named Khizan Singh, milk-seller, and 
Mohana, SHEBBAT-seller, against me; and these two persons were 
name me and another, and to say that we were" leading the 
headed, and were shouting ^Mahatma GaTidhi hi ^Emiu J 
Mjai.’ We came to know also that these two witnesses were hd 
willing to say this, as they did not know anything. The Police threa- 
tened them and also beat them and said, ** Either name these persons 
and be approvers, or you will also be prosecuted and sent to Jail 
They were thus forced to make a statement and give my name. 

But, on the next day, those two men complained to Capt. J. B. 
Dennings the then Martial Law Administrator, Wazirabad, that the 
police had, by threatening and beating them, forced them to mention 
the name of Babu Jagan Fath, Municipal Commissioner, and others, 
and to give evidence against them, although they knew nothing in 
fact. Capt. Dennings took down their statements, and sent the same 
with his own report to Lieut. -CoJ. O’Brien, the Deputy Oommissloi^er, 
to the effect that the police were harassing the people and thej 
wanted to ruin many respectable persons simply because they belonged 
to an adverse party, and they were likewise manufacturing false 
evidence by beating witnesses. He himself went to Haiizabad by a 
special train, and saw the Deputy Commissioner. He went so far as 
to say that if the police arrested Babu Jagan Fatb, he would be forced 
to appear as a defence witness. It was settled that the police should 
not arrest Babu Jagan Fath, but the other accused should 'not be 
benefited by these statements. The statements of both the witnesses 
with the report at Capt, Dennings were kept by the Superintendent 
, .. of police at Gujranwala. 

¥0 were arrested in th 0 .;.evening of 7th of June, 1919. The Sfch of 
June was a Sunday. On the. 9th of June, at about 2-30 p. m., Dr. Earn 
Lai, Secretary, College Section, Arya Samaj, Babu Ishwar Das, Copn.! 
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SiBghj, Arya and I were taken from the jail to the btnaglow^ where 
Mr« O’Brien and Mr, Waoe were holding, a Uontt When we entered 
the compound, an Indian Police Officer came and said to me/^ Yon have 
been charged for having attended the meetings of the 14th and the 
15th of April, and for being present with the'mob* and the prosecntion 
witnesses against yon are Muhammad Akbar, Sub-Inspector and 
Mohamad Alam and Moula, two constables, and Khazan Singh and 
Mohal Lai; let me know v/ho is your Defence witness*” I request** 
ed Mm to give me,' sufficient time, so , that I . might be ■ able, to, think ' 

. over the matter and engage a pleader. He -said, the case will/ 

begin Just now, and if any, of your witnesses comes, it is good; other^ 
wise, after hearing the case, the jiidgm.ent will be passed ’V On hearing 
this I was terror-stricken. I, however, gave the names of ' those per- 
sons who were sitting in my shop on the i4th, and who had taken 
medicine for their relatives, L c., Eabu Gopi Chand, B, A*, LL, 

' Pleader, Chowdhri Tara Chand, & Master Shiv Earn oi Mission School,, 

■ Biwan Mohan Lai, Pleader, and Sardar Labh Singhi a Bail way Guard, 
The Police called Babu Gopi Ohand, OhowffihriTara Chand, Master Shiv 
: Eam 'ahd.Ishwar Das* Di wan Mohan Lai and Labh Singh did not receive 
any information. At about 3^ the case was taken up, Mohammad Akbar, 
Sub-Inspector, deposed that the accused was the Secretary of the Arya 
Samaj and that the registers of the Samaj were taken from his posses- 
sion, Mr. O’Brien asked, if all the registers of the Samaj were found 
in the possession of the accused. The Sub-Inspector said, “ yes”. The 
Sub-Inspector added that the accused was present at the meetings 
of the 14th and the 15th of April, 1919. 

The prosecution witnesses, Mohammad Alam and Moula had also 
supported the statement of the Sub-inspector Mohammad Akbar, 

,Aftef this,:; Khizan''',,,Biogia and. Mohan Lai .were examined. They 
'"'deposed that Doulat ' Singh, Ishwar Das, Kam Lai and Gopal Singh,' who 
' were going In front of the mob, were shoiitiiig, Mahatma QandhiM 
Jaif Hindu MtisUmkiJ ai They admitted in .cross ^^examination, that 
they had given their statements to Oa.pt. Dennings, that they were 
forced and Ill-treated by the police to give .evidence. 

The Court did, not take down mj: etatemeat 

I was only asked whether I ' pleaded, , guilty ’ or I pleaded 

The defence evidence supported my statement and showed that the 
accused did not go anywhere, and did not Join any meeting. I submitted 
at the end that 1 was quite innocent,, and/ that my, only .fault was 
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that I -was the Secretary of the Arya Samaj, ana on that acconni I was 
handcuffed. Ool. O’ Brieu said, “As Swami ShratHaaniiinl iw Sakii’jj viart 
in the agitation, yon must betaking part also”, rtie jndgfui'nt wit-s 
pronounced and I was sentenced to 3 months’ rigorous irupr'^oiiiueut 
and fine of Rs. 20. 

If the papers taken by the police from Oapt Bornnng;; or.- s-i-n. 
and the. statement of Khazan Singh, Mohan Lai nro •.vit’n Jlie 

report of Oapt. Dennings, it would be fomicl hew tin, !).ro.a- 

factured evidence against me, and how the military ollicer cmiiiesuned 
the behaviour of the police and reported against it. 

If the government kindly send my case to a new court to be tried 
de mow, and I be given an opportunity of presenting my full de- 
fence and cross-examining the prosecution ■witnesses, ' 
come out. 

309 

The statement o/ LalSt Bell Ram, Goal Merehant, Wueirahad, 

i'rom the beginning, I was against the Eartal. When the mass- 
meeting took place in the Jamai Masjid at Wsziiabad to discuss the 
Eatid for the I5th, I did not attend i®, nor did I close my office on the 
15th. On the other hand, I persuaded my neighbouring shop-keepers 
to keep their shops open. 

At 2 o’clock in the morning of the 1 5th of Apri!, I received a 
■written order of the Tehsildar, circulating a copy of the Deputy 

Commissioner’s order to the licensees of fire ama to be pr-r-CL ::t G 

m, at the Tehsil, and to fire without sny hesitation on tuiy mob 
ff* they exceeded the limits of the law. All lieense-holders, conse-_^- 
quently, presented themselves at the Tehsil at 6 p. to, and ronmiuea 
there till half past eight, when the Deputy CommisEioner’s orders 
mentioned above, were repeated by the Tehsildar. 1 w^s coming back 
to my house, when Lala Dial Chand, Municipal Coimiiission.er, met us ? 
and as we came out of the town, ■weweie informed tbet seme boyat 
were throwing brickbats at the Railway Station. b'.e -re rs vp'*-’, 

fresh in my mind, I considered it my duty to go i .sv r •.•cB, sti-finr. 

and disperse the boys. We both went, and found a mob hi the cem- 
pound of the Dak Bunglow, bent upon doing some miaci.ief, Ap the 
people did not retire when persuaded to do so, and as they ;.lif:aten6d 
us with assualt and actually threw a brickbat towards us, which struck 
a glass of the compound lamp, I drew out my revolver and told them 
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in a loud ¥o!ce tliat I liad ^orders from th© Deputy Commissioner to 
sboot tl-iem.® if I'he? (lid iisy mfscMef* I eacceeded in making them 
retire into the 'Hrtcsjitl, Tlie foot was observed by several EnropeauB 
and mili/?ry oLticer'j fi’Oiii the station.' Biit/notwllhstanding; 
was arfe.siecl for being one of the mob, and after remaining in, thalock- 
np and In Jail a o;esk, I was tried before the Martial Law Court 
of Mig Wace, A.-'^sistaoJ Com!ni?=*3ion8n There, was little or no prosecn* 
tioji evicleirroe asroiBst .me, the defence evidence was overwhelming^^ 
and I was hoiionrabiy acquitted. The trial' ''cost me about three 
iiiotisand beBides a tremendous loss of business, and personal 

worry and troiabie wliicli can better foe imagined than described. 

There was anotiie:: charge against me, that cf being present in a 
meeting of about tea. persons alleged to be held at Laia Dial Chand’s 
place. There was no such meeting at ail, and no evidence was produced 
at the -triaL 

I, pay an income-tax of Bs« 104 and move in respectable society* 
It was only to give me t rouble that I was arrested and tried. During 
Martial ' Law .admiiiislratioo, I paid Re^las house-tax levied in the 
town of Wazirabad from every house ; and while I was in jail, a sum 
of Rs. 168: ' was , reco'vered from my son as a contribution towards 
compensation for damage said to/have.’.-been -caused "by' the mob*: -' I 
personally observed a police officer, going round OU: horseback- in : th©- 
town with' two orderlies, One' or two persons^ .failed to him, and 
they were wliip'peii'aii the headquarters of the Martial Law Officers ( Dak 
Bung] ow) after having been detained for, “about.- 24 hours. Each man 
got 5 or 6 stripes. On.e day, a maa was- secured to the saddle of a 
galloping horse with his own turbam Whipping was administered in 
the presence of two Municipal Oommissioners who were deputed 
daily by the Tehnlidar, under orders of the. Martial Law Administrator,;, 
to witness the punishment, evidently ■ with a view- to inspire - terror, in ■■ 
the peoplao ■ , 
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As mmj of the necessaries of the military had® 'to be brought from' 
outside, a “ Coinfortab!© Fund was started 'and a tax, of- Be. T-p 
house ( hearth ) was levied^ which was to be realisse^ through the mem** 
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ber8 of the Mnnicipal Committee. The account of thid fund waa ept 
with Mati-ullah, a member of it. When the funds were exhanstedi 
some more sabscriptione were asked and realized from select people. 

.During these days whenever the Deputy Commissioner came to 
Wazirabad, be asked me particularly to get lull details of the 
meeting of the 12th of April, 1919. Really no meeting v. as held at Waai 
rahad on the 12th. Till the 14th, the people had not e’-eii the slightest 
idea of observing, the Hartal. Bat the Deputy Commissioner insisted 
on finding out the particulars of the meeting of the i2th, On this, the 
police sent for all the Halvais of the town to th^j^Tihaa^ They were 
detained there the whole night, and the Hon'ble Ik»m« 

' nllah Khan took down their statements to the efEe§;'W^^fhW^!ig was 
held in the evening of the 12th in my sitting rcp“. that myself a: 
Beli Ram were sitting silent in the meeting, th'at-a ^those persons ^ 
were arrested by the Deputy Commissioner on that day (ve. the iSih) 
were present at the meeting, and that pressure was prt on the Edmis 
to close their shops after the fair on the I5th. Wha"tt.a refeording 
of the above statements was finished, I was called to the Thana in the 
evening. There I was told to speak the truth, and it was to be that 
all those persons, who were under arrest, came to my atting room on 
the 12th and compelled the Edvais to close their shops; but I refused 
to do so as it was an uttei falsehood. From that day I was called to 
thf Thana till the 7th of May, and in fact till the 2ad of June, and 
the Police insisted that I should name the persons who were arrested. 
I persisted in refusing. As the Edvais had deposed that the meeting 
was held and Beli Ram and I were present in the meeting, we were 
also arrested and sent to Gajranwala Jail, We were brought back to 
Wazirabad on the 9th of June, 1919, for trial. The police laid the 
same charges against both of us and also produced evidence to prove 
that we had gone to the Dak Banglow and thrown stones there ^ 
although as a matter of fact, we had gone there by the order of the 
Deputy Commissioner to stop the people from throwing stones on the 
Dak Bunglow. 

Ou the 15th of April, 1919, the shop-keepers of Wazirabad closed 
their shops, but the chief reason for this was the Bisafcki fair. People 
from outside who had come to see the fair had compelled the shop* 
keepers to close their shops ; and it was these people, probably, 
who after the shops were closed, did all the mischief of cutting the 
telegraph wires and setting fire to the hothi of Rev. Mr. Bailey. 

The same day, i. e. the 15th of April, 1919, when I came out of 
my house early in the morning, I saw that the Shops were closed. 1 
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met Belt Earn outside Ie the street# He told me that he was sent for 
by the Tehsildafi who showed him the order of the Deputy Oonimis- 
sioner to the effect that if people committed mischief , they should be 
ired upon* On our way to Beli Eam’s ■ house we met Gopal Singh 
Arya, who told us that the boys had gathered at the Dak Bunglow, and 
were thro^^ing stones at the station, and that they should be stopped# 
When we reached the place, one of the boys threw a stone at us, which 
struck the lamp post, and broke the glass. On this, Beli Earn took out 
his pistol and proclaimed in a loud voice that whoever did any damage 
to the Municipal property would be^ held Tesponsible and shot. All the ' 
boySg who were out for the BISAKHI Fair, dispersed and went away, 
some to their houses and some in other directions. It is said that 
these boys committed the excesses. 

On the 16th of April, 1919, the Deputy Commissioner, CoL 0*Brien 
came to Wazirabad, and the Municipal Commissioners were called to 
the Dak Bunglow. When all the members had assembled, the 
Mohammadan members were called in first and asked as to who was at 
the bottom of all the mischief. Then the Hindu members were called 
In and the same question was put to them. Some of the members 
named Pritam Das, President of the Arya Samaj. 

After some time, the Deputy Commissioner came out and inquired 
about Aror Chand, Member, Municipal Committee, and somebody told 
him that he was ill. The Deputy Commissioner said that Aror Chand 
was not ill, and that he should be brought at once, A man brought 
him from his house in his night dress, with slippers on. When Aror 
Chand came, the Deputy Commissioner ordered him and Mohammad* 
Hussain to get on one side, and ordered the Inspector of Police to hand*- 
cuff them. The Deputy Commissioner ordered all of us to accompany 
him to the town, and, showing us the cavalry, said that if any mischief 
was done in the town, all of us would be shot dead. Aror Chand and 
Mohammad Hussain, surrounded by the Police, were leading the 
procession. The Deputy Commissioner, in his motor oar, was behind 
■ihem, and, last of all, followed the m-embers' of the Committee on foot* 
The procession halted near the, house of one Jamit Singh Bagga, a very 
rich man of th© town. It was announced that Jamit Singh was to be 
arrested, He was not at his place* The Superintendent of Police went 
himself to search for him in his sitting room, but the man was not 
there, During this round through the city, many arrests were made. 
Th© procession returned from one end of the Town Hall and reached 
the Dak Bunglow. I was ordered to go to the river, where some 
bridge construction work was going on, and to arrest Basheshar Nathi 
brother of Charanji Lai, pleader ; but he was not found there* 
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Two or three days after this, all the citizens were called to the 
Dak Bunglow, and the Military Officers announced the proclamation 
o! Martial Law, and, day after day, Wazirabad grew into a Military 
Cantonmf^nta As Wazirabad is a Junction station and as this was the 
place from where the military was sent to the places, where Martial 
Law was proclaimed, it became big Military HeadquarterSt A number 
of charpoies (cots) were taken for their use, which liaYe not yet been 
returned. The members had to collect and send to the Tehsildar butter 
for the military from their wards, which I also did for many days 
through Gopal Bingh Arya, In addition to this, a proposal was > made 
that the members should also collect poultry from their wards* . ; 

We ware acquitted, as the whole evidence in the case was i 
our favour, that no meeting was held, that we went to the 
Bunglow to stop the people from throwing stones, which was confirmed' 
by Mr, Johnson, Loco, Foreman, the Tehsildar, who had announced to 
us the order of the Deputy Commissioner to go to the Dak Bunglow 
and^the Hon’ble Raja Mohammad Ikramuliah Khan, all defence 
witnesses. 

During those days there was a Martial Law order that when the 
A. P* M, visited the town, all the shop-keepers should get up and mlam 
Mm, Whoever failed to do so was arrested, court-martialied and 
■whipped.^ One day I saw a person, one end of whose turban was tied 
round his neek and the other to the saddle of the A, P, M/s horse, and 
^ who w^as thus being taken to' be tried for not salaming, A number of . 
. persons, who were outsiders and ignorant of the orders of salaming 
were similarly treated. 
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My father, Sardar Jamiat, Singh Bagga, went to Karachi In the first 
weekof Aprii From there, he came back on the 10th of April On 
the same day we came to' know that, there was a piece of cultivated 
land in the Jammu State, which wo could buy through a friend. But, 
as the Fair was lo be' celebrated in the city on the 13th, the 

14th and the 15th of April this year, my father could not go to Jammu 
^Kashmir)* 



In the evening of the 14fch of Aprils we were sitting at 
when a few people of the town came to us and told my father that a 
meeting was going to be held in the Mosque, where respectable 
people had already assembled, and that he should also go there. 
My father reached . there when the proceedings of the meet- 
ing had already begun and a few speakers had already finished 
their speeches. My father was also pressed to address the audience. 
In his speech, he protested against the Rowlatt Act, but said that 
personally he was not in favour of the Hartal, because it was a BtshakU 
day, and the people from outside had also come there. After some 
more speeches had been delivered, it was resolved that a Uartal snould 
be observed in the city on the 15th of April 1919. 

At about 2 o’clock in the night, on the I4th or 15th of April, a 
Oiaprosi of the Tehsildar came to our bouse and got a notice served on 
my father. The notice was from the Deputy Commissioner, ordering all 
the holders of fire-arm licenses to present themselves next morning. 
My father therefore, on the morning of 15th April, went to the Tehsil 
with his gun. There, instructions were given that any person attempt; 
ing to do any damage to Government property was to be prevented, 
and arms could also be used, if necessary. The Tehsildar ordered my 
father and a few other respectable gentlemen to go towards the Dak 
Bunglow, where the crowd was gathering. My father at onw went 
there, and succeeded in moving the crowd from there to the city side. 
He then came back home and never stirred out on the same night, and 
went to see the land in the Jammu State, as he had already decided upon. 


On the 16th of April, in the afternoon, the Deputy Commissioner. 
Lieut. Col. O’Brien, along with the Superintendent of Police and other 
Military Officers and Cavalry, came to the city. He arrested and 
handcuffed Master Jan Mohamad, Coal Merchant, Master Mohamad 
Huskin, Municipal Commissicner, Lala Aror Ohand, Municipal Com- 
missioner and Timber Merchant, Lala'Jaggan Nath, Lala Jwanda Mai 

Ghoudhri of the Bazar and Lala Pritam Dass, President of the Arya 

Samai, and after parading them through the streets took them to the 

Railway Station. Aror Chand and Mohamad Hussain, Municipal 

Commissioner, were originally arrested at the Railway Station, and 

brought back handcuffed to the city, and then, along with others, taken 
back to the Railway Station. When the Deputy Commissioner and 
other officers reached near our shop, I came to know that warrants 
had been issued against my father also. The police searched our re- 
sidential house and sitting room, and scolded the ladies m the house 
in my presence. They then asked where Jamiat Singh had gone, or 
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wliei^e they ha3 concealed Wm, for 'three days continaonsly-j the City 
fhmedaff Akbar AU Shah* kept on. scolding me, saying that I had 
hidden my father somewhere* He took me to Sohdre and other places 
in search of him, although 1 had told him plainly that my father had 
gone to Jammtt to see a plot of land. 

The Deputy Commissioner, Ool* O'Brien, halted in Wazirabad on 
the 2 lat 5 and on that very day ordered Ihe confiscation of all our 
property without any notice. Soon after these orders had been Issued, the 
City Thanedar, Akbar Aii Shah, appointed AH Ahmad and Kirpal Singh, 
Municipal Commissioner, to turn us out of our house. At that time, 
there were 4 ladies and 6 minor children in the house. The ladies and 
children were at once turned out of| the house. The ladies had only 
those few clothes on, which respectable purdanashin women 
generally wear within the four walla of their houses, and the children 
were even more scantily dressed, and in fact, some of the oMidren 
had been playing in the yard without any clothes. They did not allow 
the ladies to put on their shoes even, and the children who were naked 
were turned out as they were. The family of a man, who was worth- 
lakhs* and who had donated thousands of rupees to schools, colleges, 
Dliaramsalas and other charitable institutions and who had helped 
hundreds of people in the city in time of need, was, that day, without 
a house and without the necessaries of daily life, and there was not a 
single pie in the pocket of any one of us. It was due to the ilhwill of our 
enemies and the foolishness of the authorities. A kindly neighbour 
gave as shelter for a night. We paid Rs* 1,875 as income-tax to the 
Government. We have substantial landed property and we also paid 
revenue to the Government, 

My father purchased War Bonds worth Rs, 7,000 during the great 
War. He also contributed much to the Bed Cross Society, O’Dw; 
Memorial, and other similar institutions. He helped the Govei 
in 'the recruitment work, .and* in cognition of those 
$anad from the Commander in Chief. . When my father came to know 
of the warrant for his arrest* he went straight to Gujranwala after 
iinishing his business, and presented himself before the Superintendent 
of Police. The Superintendent at onoe handcuffied^ ,him and put him 
in the jail lock-up. Although my father surrendered himself to the 
police on the 26fch of April, 1919, the orders for the confiscation of our 
properly were not withdrawn till the 4th of May, 1919. 

The police challamed the case to Lahore for trial on the 1st of June 
under section 121, etc., of the !• P. 0.; but the Legal Remembrancer, 
^fter seeing the chalan papers, gave his opinion that the case against 
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my father should not be tried by the Commission, as the prosecation 
evidence was vary weak against him, and sent the chalan back. Then 
my father was brought back to Gujranwala and locked up in jalL 

The papers of the case were submitted to the Court of the Deputy 
Commissioner OoL O’Brien, on the 5th of June, 1919, But| before 
they were brought before the Court, the OfiSoers of the police them- 
selves fixed 9th of June as the next date, and asked for a list of the 
defence witnesses* The charge was not read out to the accused, when 
they were produced in the Court of the District Magistrate on the 5th 
of. June, 1919 although the law is, that the accused ought to be informed 
of the charge before he is required to submit a list of the defence 
witnesses. The Deputy Commissioner refused to give a certified copy 
of the charge sheet to our counsel, Lala Anant Earn, nor was the file 
shown to him. The police summoned only the local witnesses, and 
the witnesses from outside, whose names were in the list, were not 
summoned* The reason, probably, was that about the 9th of June, 
1919, which was the date for the case, Martial Law was to be with- 
drawn and the cases started by the police were to be finished. From 
the above proceedings it will be seen how our defence was handi- 
capped, In short, on the 9th of June, 1919, in the afternoon, very 
brief defence evidence was taken, and after that, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner pronounced the orders against my father, sentencing him to 
rigorous imprisonment for a year and a half and a fine of Es. 1,000, or 
in default of payment of the fine, six months’ rigorous imprisonment. 
The fine of Es, 1,000 was realised against the wishes of the accused, 
who preferred the alternative of further imprisonment. A copy of 
the case, which I got from the Chief Secretary’s ofS.ce, is appended 
herewith. The magistrate states in his judgment that my father 
stopped the crowd from breaking the fence of the Dak Bunglow 
and also that he was amongst the crowd who threw stones on the 
military. 

The treatment that was meted out to my fathe.r in the Gujranwala 
Jail after Ms conviction, was not fit for a political prisoner.. He' was' 
treated like ordinary convicts. My father’s age Is 62 years. He is 
weak and has got a dangerous cataract in his eye. All the other 
Martial Law convicts, above the age of 60 years, were released on the 
17th September, 1919. I submitted two applications to the Superin- 
tendent, Jail, but h© did not take any notice, nor did he give me 
any reply. 

During the days of Martial Law, our firm was made to pay an 
Indemnity of Ea 1,296-14-6, which the Eevenue Officer, through the 
Zaildar and other people, realiased from mCt . • 
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During the days of Martial Law, it was aiinoinced that every e?6ii« 
ing when the Martial Law Officers in charge of Wazirabas! came to 
the city, we shoild all stand up in a line, sdam them willi a low bow, 
and as long as the officers were there and did not pass on, we should 
remain In onr positions. 

As far as I know, batter was collected from eveiy house for Military 
Officers and its price was never paid. Accordingly, I paid Bs. 30 as' 
my share of expenses for the food of the military and the police, iimi-' 
larly, other coal merchants were made to pay according to their means 
and status. 

I was an eye-witness to the fact ^at during Martial Law days, 
students of schools were taken in a line through the Bazars every day, . 
^ three timea—morning, noon and with two Municipal Commis| 

sioners and two masters, towards tl 
rolhcall before the Military Office! 

" ose were the hottest days of the 'season, and children were put 
great trouble, specially, by walking a long distance in the noon 
diy sun. ' , , . . 
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The statement of Sardar Kessr SiBgh, son of Sardar Buta Singh^ 
Khatri^ Goal Merchant^ Wazirahad, 


On the 6t.h of April, Lala Nand Lai, Manager, Piitri Patshala, and 
Lala Pritam Das, President, Arya Samaj, and others paraded through 
the town, bare-footed and bare-headed, and requested the people to 
observe Hartal and to keep a fast. The citizens of Wazirabad made no 
response. The 13th of April was the Baualhi Fair day, which was 
attended by people from the districts of Gujrat and Jhelunii the Tehsfis 
of ‘Hafizabad and Gujranwala, and the town of Sialkote and other places* 
On that day the people of Shadjwal (district Gujrat) and Gujranwala^ 
returning from the fair, paraded the streets of the town from 
morning til! 4 p. m., singing the followifig couplet in Punjabi (Ehat ke 
liyaya main!, Wazirabad Walian Hartal nahin kit! ennan di kuri Msa 
nahin iaini)* Bine© the people of Wazirabad did not observe MarM^ 
no body would take their girls in marriage. These words Impressed 
the citizens. In the evening a few of them, at the Lohari Gate, said 
that the people should oblige them by assembling in^the mosque, 
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As the people were predisposed, no body cared to know who 
were the coiiTeoers of the meeting. 

The peoples gathering in large numbers from every street, reached 
my shop which is Just near the mosque. The crowd numbered two 
thGUsand by this time* The outsiders, who had come to the fair, also 
Joined the citizens. 1 was also asked to Join and to attend the gathering 
in' the' mosq^^ that I- would Join shortly and that they 

might go. " But no body was in a mood to place trust in my asBurance- 
and I was compelled to, accompany them. Master Mohammad Jan, 
who chanced to meet the: crowd on -the' way near the shop of Bhai; 
Sarup Sis3gh, Railway contractor for . sweats, was similarly compelled 
to Join. When the crowd 'entered the mosque, they found that many 
people had already gathered there. The mosque square was crowded 
to overflowing and there was hardly an unoccupied comer in the 
mosque. People were sitting even on the walls of the mosque. 

Mirza Zahur«u d*»din, who is a near relative of Khan Sahib Raja 
Akram-uilah Khan, a ddressed the people gathered there, calling upon 
them to put off their turbans. All the people did so, with the exception 
of Sikh gentlemen, who were present in the mosque and who did not 
think it proper to put off their turbans, evidently owing to religious 
scruples. But, subsequentlyi the Sikhs had to take off their turbans 
also, . 

Master Mohammad Jan was obliged to address the crowd. His 
speech was absolutely iree from any words of hatred or disafl'ection 
towards the Government. He was iollowed by Lala Fritam Das and 
Sardar Jamit Singh, whose speeches were also absolutely free from any 
spirit of disloyalty. 

The audience, then, with one voice, cried out for , the observance ot ■ 
the Burial the next day. It was decided that^ as. the^ opinion of the 
gentry of the city who were not present, was necessary to be 0 btain,ed 5 :■ 
another meeting be called the next day at 9 a. m. These proceedings:, 
hardly took hall an hour* The people went to their business and, the: 
^.'...visitorB. to the fair* 

Since at the meeting no decision with respect to Ih© observance of a 
Haftal had been arrived at, people at the fair began to sin^ the same 
couplet again, and It touched the citizens’ hearts, ^Without being asked 
by any body they dosed their shops on the 15th of April, ISIS, without 
even waiting for the announced meeting. 

We came back to our houses after a visit ' to Guru Kot, I hadmo 
sooner reached my residence, than I wag sent for by the Tehsildar at 
theTehsil Office. 1, was informed -that th© M&im of the town were 
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there. I took some refreshment and went to the Tehsil. When t 
entered the Baziar Kalani I noticed crowds of people parading the Bazar 
feare-headed, the students of the Jubilee School beiiig among them. 
When the crowd reached the grain market, it was Joined by another 
crowd which included the students of the Mission School. 

A young man, named Abdul Satar, was addressing the crowd near 
the shop of Lala Devi Ditta Mai Bazaz. The ^crowd appeared to be 
ready to go out of the city. At this stage, Master Mohamad Jan Joined 
me, coming from the direction of the Siaikote Gate, and we proceeded 
to the Tehsil, Near the Tehsil, we met Sardar Jamit Singh, who was 
coming from the opposite direction. He said that the Tehsildar war 
waiting for us and that we should make haste and see him* ^ ^ 

We saw the Tehsildar, who told us that the orders of the Deputy 
Commissioner were that any man committing any excess should be 
shot dead. The Tehsildar added that to keep a fast or observe a 
Hartal was no offence, but any excess was an offence. At. about 9 in 
the morning, the Tehsildar ordered Master Mohammad Jan, Bardar 
Jamit Singh, and myself to induce the leaders of the mob not to go to* 
wards the Government Buildings, or commit any mischief and that, if 
they wanted to hold a meeting, they might hold it some where at a 
distance from the Government Buildings. We accordingly went to* 
wards the Post Office and the Rest House to inform-the crowd what we 
had been told* We informed the crowd that any person, attacking any 
Government Buildings, would be, by the order o! the Deputy Oommig 
sioner, shot dead and that, if they wanted to hold any meeting, they 
might do so on that side of the town where there were no Government 
Buildings. It was suggested that the meeting might be held In the 
gardens of Dewan Thakar Dass on the East of the town, where there 
were no Government buildings, 

A number of discreet people, noticing the arrival of the military 
cavalary men on foot and the placing of the guard at the Railway 
station and the Rest House and the Post Office, moved towards 
the town, „ , : . 

But the- visitors to the fair,, who were mostly villagers and ignoranl 
men, did not listen to our request* They fell out with the military and 
were even ready to cut the telegraph wires. One boy who is said to 
belong to the village of Sowidra actually climbed up the telegraph 
. post and was encouraged by the other people. On our remonstrance 
he began to abuse us. The military men, one an Indian and the 
other a European, stationed at the Railway bridge, who saw tho- 
boy, were ready to fire and actually pointed their rifles at hiait 
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But Ihi boy oot at all care^abont ft aod atood ’detafraitiod to 
reoei?^ file «hot, H»-‘ w:4<iehofe at bat' escaped and the ballet pierced 
the wall Ilf fhe rri laq'ie, He was s.ived, bat sill he would HOt stay 

vMahaiid/vfrom-the- O'iise^^^ 

The Sob-Iiispector Sirdar Partab Singh and S.ijad Akbar Shah 
and the Raliwiy Sub Iiij?p-oror of Police, the constables and the 
members of the Raiiway staff and those in charge of the Railway station, 
who were ail walkiag on the Railway platform and witnessing 
the scene, did not at all check the mischief-mongers, but, from the 
coadiictof some of the police servants it appeared that they even 
encouraged them. Soma p dieem-»u Wr^nt to the length of saying openly 
that the peace breakers might do harm to the Government by upsetting 
Goveroment business, which was what they themselves wanted* 

Bardar Partab Slnab, Sab-Itiapecfcor of Police of the Sadar Thanat 
Syad Akbar Shah, Sub-InspRctor of the City Thana and the police 
constables had been patrolling through the streets of the town and out® 
side it* But no body ever used his influence to check the mischief 
makers. To my mind it seem^i that all the mischief was done owing 
to the police having a hand in the matter. The people of the Pnnjab 
hardly possess the courage an 1 boldness to commit snch mischief. The 
people would turn pale at once, if a constable came and even said to 
them that they were wanted at the police station* 

The people, who were singing the couplet mentioned above, were 
staying at the Dharamsalas yf Bhai Kirpal Singh during the days of the 
Bkhahhi Fair, 

Bhai Kirpal Singh Choudhri, Sultan Ahmad Zaildar, Choudbri Ali 
Ahmed, Bub^Regiatrar and Municipal Commissioner were the standing 
police witnesses in all the Martial Law cases, and ail of them were 
present at every meeting of the citizens and accompanied the crowd 
everywhere. 

These persons received the Deputy CommiFgioner at the Railway 
:: S|atlon and to save" their own skin, they got such people 'arrested and 
handcuffed against whom they had a personal grudge on account of the 
Municipal election or on some other account. 

On the I6ih of April, 1919, the Deputy Commissioner, Gajranwalaj ' 
■came to Wassirabad, and sent the above-named person to call' Lala Arur 
Chand, Municipal Commissioner, and Master Mohammad Jan, Munioi* 
pal Commissioner, The former gentleman was suffering from fever 
and consequently, was brought in a tonga, ■ These two respectable 
handcuffed and paraded through the towu m fbctj 


under the escort of the Bepnty Oommissioner, Snperintendent of Police, 
Police and Military Officers, some Earopean and Indian soldiers, and all 
the Sub-Inspectors of Police. After this other arrests were made. 

I witnessed all these horrible scenes, bat was not arrested up till 
then. The following gentlemen were [called from their houses and 
arrested in my presence • 

1. Master Mohammad Jan. 

2. Lala Pritam Das. 

3. Lala Badri Das. 

4. Moulvi Muhammad Hussain, 

5. Lala Jowanda MaL 

6. Lala Jagan Nath. 

At the instigation of Sardar Lai Singh, Bhai Eirpal Singh, and 
'* Sardar Sant Singh Qhhachhi I was arrested. These gentlemen had 
personal enmity against me on account of the complainRt Which I had 
' lodged against them in connection with the DharcmtaimWIeAn, also on 
account of differences in connection with our i'pir^ IbuMncsS of » 
factory at Waairabad, and Presidentship of the BIradari, 

1 was arrested without a warrant and brought to the Beat House 
in handcuff s. The warrant for my arrest was issued afterwards, I had 
to stay in the police iocbup for the night in company with many other 
persons who had been hcarged with sundry other offenceSi The lock-up 
wan very crowded and I had to sit up throughout the night. 

On the morning of the 22ad I was sent to the Gujranwaia Jail, and 
was placed with seven other persons in a small cell, which was hardly 
V big enough to hold three or four parsons. ■ The treatment meted out to 
^ us was very harsh. 

Lieut-Col. A. J. O’Brien, Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwaia# 
during his visits to the jail looked exultant at seeing ns in that eon- 
dition. All the eleven of us were paraded with the accused in the 
Gujraiiwala and Waairabad cases at the time of their identification. 
And the parade in the sun continued for two weeks. We were ordered 
to stand for the whole day, . 

On the 1st of June# 1919, we were taken to Lahore by Sardar 
Partab Singh, Sub4nspecfcor of Police, and all the eleven of us were 
placed in the dark and dingy lock-up at the Naulaka Police Station, 
The room was occupied by many other persons already. The night was 
extremely hot and we had to nh up throughout the night, la the 
morning we were produced before the Tribunal sitting at Anarkali. At 
■ our eases had mi been sent up for trial till then# we were ' taken* to 




411 

til®*’ High"' Oouft .and from there were 'ordered to be, taken back, to 
the lock»iip* The next day was a holiday on account of the King’s Births ' 
dajs Our case was brought up for trial on the 4th of June and from 
this day ,W6 were placed in the Central Jail* . ■ On the 4th of June I was 
brought before the Legal Remembrancer who ordered our removal back 
to Oujranwala, as our olffence was not triable by the Tribunal at Lahore* 
We were sent back to Gujranwaia at 2 o’clock in the night and placed 
there in the lock-up of the City Police Station. The Police appeared to 
be anxious to get something out of us, but we could hardly satisfy 
'iheir demands^ as we had no relatives nearbyand we were put tovmanf': 
inconvenieiices. On the 5th of June, at 9 a. m. we were taken . to' the:;, 
lock-up of the Gujranwaia District, We were informed in the evening; 
that our case was to be brought up for Jtrial on 9th June before the 
Deputy Commissioner at Wazirabad and that we were asked to put in 
the list of our defence witnesses. We requested that we might be 
informed of charges against us and the names of the prosecution 
witnesses but to no use. Bvery one of us put in his list of defence 
withesses* 

On Sunday, the 8th of June 1919, we were taken to Wazirabad for 
trial. It was extremely hot in those days. We were put to so much 
hardship that if we wanted water, the constables, taking us to Wazira- 
bad, would not allow us to take it, unless-we gave something as a 
bribe. * 

On the 9th of June 1919, two of us, Sardar Jamit Singh and 
myself were specially to be tried by the Deputy Commissioner, because, 
he was thoroughly determined upon punishing us, as Sardar Jamit 
Singh and myself were the President and ‘the Vice-President of the 
Singh Sabha respectively. 

The prosecution witnesses, who deposed against me, were;— 

^ Bhai Kirpai Singh, (2) one small boy, a student, and (3) 
another student of low morals and of a degraded character. These people 
were the etanding wltneeBas of the Police in almost all the summary " 
cases of Wazirabad. They , had been threatened that in case^ot-dV: 
:: posing' o they would be punished in advance of the real 

culprits., The truth of my statement and the deposition of my deft-uoe 
witnesses, who were all respectable gentle:men, twenty-one in niimoer, 
can be. verified after an inspection of the files. The Deputy Oommls- 
sioner. condescended to take only one-third of mj defence evidence* 

The Deputy Commissioner in the afternoon convicted and sentenced 
Ui to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment and 1,000 rupee® fine,; each.' 
The other gentlemeu were puniihed by' the Assistant,'. OommiSiionirt 
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W® itere thm pla®«3 in tte'Sadar Than® In t1i« Inek^^np lik« ©ittit# 
Fr@m thtre, we wer® all sent to Qa|ranwala District Jail bound by t 
single iron chain. Oar work in jail was rope-makiog® 

Bbagat Singh, one of the warders, declared that whoever would pay 
Wm 10 rnptes, would be excused from the work of rope-makltig. 
Since non© of ns could do that work, our relatives paid the warder, 
ftnd thna we escaped that labour on the lOih Jone, 

During these days Sardar Jamit Singh was conEopd In solitary cell 
for two days and was made to grind twelve seers of grain daily, Sardar 
Jamit Singh is a very respectable gentleman and a Mais of Wauirabadi ^ 
He was also threatened that in case he refused to work, bo would be 
compelled to do so as long as life lasted in him and that, if he died, his 
body would be dragged out of the jail premises and m body would 
hold the jail authorities responsible/ On the 3dth of June we were 
transferred to the Central Jail, Lahore, and we.(|^'l cor* vide) h d to 

pass the whole night at the Gnjranwala Bailwi^ a heap of 

coal in handcuffs and fetters* The treatment Ill, 
authorities was not at idl har«jh« We were aihiwed all possible comforts 
and the work given m was such as we could do. On the 17th of 
Beptember I was released from the Jail on account « £ old age. 

On reaching home I was told that fine of Bs. 1,000 was realised 
from my property through tha warrants of attachment and total amount 
of 11 in cash was taken for rovidiog the necessities of the military 
officers with 3 ehhataks of butter every day* 1 had to pay besides 
about Rs* 90 as fine, and a sum of Rs. 4-12 0 was forcibly taken from 
my minor grand-daughter, who is an orphan, My son had to run 
about from this place to Simla and back, aud to many other places in 
connection with the proceedings of the caae and was put to great trouble. 
During his absence from home the ladies of the house were unlawfully 
threatened by the Police, ' 

Sub-Inspector Akbar Shah and Partab Singh, the Jail Darogha at 
Gujranwala and Pandit Ikbal Narain, S/cretary, Municipal Boards 
continued telling me that if 1 wanted to save my life, I should give 
evidence against Rai Sukh Dial, De wan Sikandar Lai, and Raja Ikra- 
mullah, to the effect that meetings used to be held at their houses and 
that I always joined them. 

But I did not- agree to give such false evidence, felling them that 
I would not care for any trouble \\hich mlglif, for this, come on ms 
It appears that I was e^yxllaned h&t for this very reason and kept mnder 
arregt for a month and a quarter* 
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Tim dat 0 m&n^ of Wassir Chm^ Sharma, mn of 
Ouru Das$, Banker, Wa^lrahad, 


Th© M'iinicip''ii eiectfoos wera hel! at Wijslrabad from 2l8t to 
26ch of Janiiirys oa account of wliicb th^^re was much friction among 
the people of the town. Later on, when a vice-presi^ient ha I to be 
sleeted, the relations' became ..Tery ■ much stf-iitied among tbe Moiilei-,.; 
pal CoiBfBUBiooers, The result w-is, that the Municipal Oornmissioners 
went even to the iengii of bringing false oases against on© another, 
Mevertheless, when the agitation against the Rowlatfe Act . began, 
the Municipal Cooioalssioners, who were simple people, confided, in 
their ©n^^mies a'nd willingly jjined th'^m in attending the m^^etings 
held in c mnection with the R »wlatt \ct, as also in persua ling the 
people to observe Hart'-d, and also in h^*udicii telegrams of protest* 
There was a EaHal in the city. All the p*mple closed their shops, 
as It was the Bkikhl day. People fr >m the neighbouring places had 
also 0010 -% Th*^ police were very particular about snitching sticks, 

and lathis from the people who reseated this act very strongly 

Besides, a rumour was rife in the city that a machine gun had been 
used at the Golden Temple, The visitors formed themselves into 
crowds and prepared themselves ti cut telegraph wires and bum 
buildings. In fact, all the occurrences wt^re due to p d ce iuter- 
ferance. The woud-r remaias, that if the p dice could snatch sticks 
and latUs from the people who came to attend the Mela without 
any trouble, could they not prevent Mr. BtiLy's house from being 
set on fire ? Certainly, they could, if only they were iuclioed to do 

so* If ever an enquiry takes place, it will be proved that when the 

■crowd went' to Mr... Bailey's ■house, the .^Sub-'In.’^pector' 'Was actually 
riding a horse outside the Lohari Gate, and other constables were • 
with him. They were all silently seeing. the Tamasto (fun). If the 
'' '■8ub«InspectoF cared, he could have easily disoersed the crowd* : But ■' 
the Sub-Inspector did absolateiy nothing to disperse them* So much 
about the Hartals 

On the second day, the D puty Commissioner, accompanied by 
the Military and the police, came to the Dak Bungalow, near the 
Railway station. They called all the residents of the town, and arrested 
Mohammad Hussain and Arur Ohand then and there, as the police 
department had previously reported their names to the Deputy Uommis- 
©loner. The Deputy OommiBsioner did not take any statement from 
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them. One of them expressly told the Deputy Commissioner that he 
wanted to make a request, to which the Deputy Commissioner replied, 
“Dont bark {Baho mat ) ; keep quiet The reason for this was that the 
Deputy Commissioner would not listen to anybody except Ali Ahmad, 
Municipal Commissioner, Ali Ahmad Zaildar, Sardar Kirpal Singh, 
a nominated member, and some C. I. D. Officials who were merely 
acting as puppets in the hands of these Municipal Commissioners, 
It was on their suggestion, that the Deputy Commissioner marched 
with troops through the city, headed by himself,' on foot, with 
Chowdhri Ali Ahmad, Mr. Shamas Din Hakim, Chowdhri Sultan 
Ahmad and Sardar Kirpal Singh. These men informed the Deputy 
Commissioner about the men who were to be arrested. * The Deputy 
Commissioner then made a sign to the police, who arrested those men. 
After they were arrested, the military came, followed by artillery. 
These Europeans were armed' with mstehine guns, and were seated in 
armoured cars. The procession started from the Railway station and 
went up to the main crossing at the other end of the town. After 
arresting 9 men, it returned by the same route. On reaching the 
Railway station, the procession came to an end, the accused were 
sent to the Gujranwala Jail. 

Two days after, the Deputy Commissioner held a Durbar in the 
Wazirabad Dak Bungalow. It was proclaimed in the whole city by 
beat of drum that the Deputy Commissioner would hold a public 
Durbar at 5 p. m. and that every one should attend it. Accordingly, 
the Durbar was held at the appointed time. The Deputy Commissioner 
was in the chair. In his opening speech, he made the following 
remarks, “ Listen, you foolish and mad people. You had thought that 
the British Government had ceased. Now your madness will be cured. 
We have got a prescription for your madness. Be it known to yon all 
that the Government has authority to confiscate the property of any 
person, to raise to the ground his house— nay if it likes, it can set fife 
to it. Accordingly, first of all, I do hereby order that the whole' 
property of J. S. Bagga be confiscated to the Government.'* 

After this, on closing the Durbar, the Deputy Commissioner 
said that Martial Law was declared and that the Commanding Officer 
would issue orders from the next day, which would have the 
force of law. 

The order was to the effect, that, if anyone was found ontside the 
city before 5 a. m. and after 8 p. m. he would be liable to be shot. 
It was further ordered that every Indian, whenever he came aorose a 
European, should sdam him on pain of punishment. It was fhrther 
mentioned that at the time of the buttons should not remain 
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open, .„a««iyboa,™onho««1.»k h. 8.« ^o"”. “ 

he had an open nmbrella, he should close it. 

The Commanding Ofaoer made a round in the whole city on horse- 

bach every morning and evening, accompanied by three or tour men, 

in order to punish those who did not sdlam. 

If any body failed to $alam, he was tied to the saddle with his 
turban round his neck, and was taken to his camp, running behind his 
galloping horse. There he was flogged. The maximum number of the 
BtripMWas ^ dozen. If the man was a respectable gentleman, he 
was let off with a fine of Rs. 100, 

On the first day, the Municipal Commissioner collected butter 
for soldiers from the city. They asked for one ehhatak from every 
house in which there was a cow, and two Mudahs from every house 
in which there was she-buffalo. The butter thus collected amounted 
to 28 seers. This continued for two days. After this, small-pox 
spread in the city, and the collection of butter was stopped. But 
every house was taxed with the payment of one rupee. But a house 
was meant as nnder.”— 

If a family consisted of four members and each one cooked his 
meal separately, then each one of them was considered to have a 

house, and was required to pay one rupee as a tax. 

The whole sum thus collected totalled about Rs. 7,000, 
niany peoide misappropriated a largr portion Jhereof, 

Lnlipality kept no record. No one can prove how much of this 
money went to the Government and whit sums were misappropriated 

exceedingly large sum of Es. 67.000 was realised a. 
IndemniWfro^ tlit '“citizens pt Wazirahad. It was realised in a very 
nnsatisf^tory manner, so unsatisfactory that if a commission be 
appointed, the memWrs of the Municipality would never be able to 
clear their position, inaamnch as no receipt was gi^n to mjhoj. 
And if any one insisted on a receipt being given, the Municipal Com* 
missioners took up a stray scrap of paper and jotted a few lines on 
it. No duplicate receipts were kept. So, it is but evident, that the 
Municipality cannot tell how much money has been realised. But 

the people were terror-stricken, and they could not have the courage 

to complain, on account of the order read to them in the Durbar 
held in Wazirabad. If, however, a Commission pays a visit to 
Wazirabad and the citizens are informed that the Deputy Com- 
missioner’s above-mentioned order is ineffective, then every child 
will confirm tlw above Bta|[p£B&^ — * 
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The police bpfian tlieir inTestigations. It was done in this wayj 
M the cit'zens were sent for hy the beat of dram to it e police station. 
Minors and b'dma^h^'s ( nlerei the t gis er) were consid red as m- 
formers. Any holy, against whom the police wa ted to get up a case, was 

brought before the boys wim were ttPo ei to give evidence, and thus poor 

men were entan,!led. The Sime boys appea ed before the Com uissioa as 
witnesses ; and it was on their evidence alone that the people were punished. 

A,gain there were Choudhry Ali Ahmad. Sultan Ahmad Zaildar and 
Sardar Kirpal Singh putting up n the house of Shatnas 
and ntght. They had spread a n-t work of agents m the whole ci .y 
people that, if they wanted their safety, they must sec the poLoe th»i^ 

..them....... .... ...... "... ........ 

The terror'-atrlckw people could not but obey ; and so tbe a ov^ 
mentioned persons co lectei a large sum of money. Th .t tbese are all a 
can be proved from tbe Bahis t acc mut boo < a ) of the sbop-keepe s, ^ 
entered the sums they paid in ti.eir KharAa Khata, (expenditure account). 
But even now, wbe . Ma tial Law baa been with frawn, the police and 

tbeTfour companions meutione i above have rot stopped 

people. Two oases are going on against the police and their our a 

mentioned companions# 

The facts of tha cases are a® follows : 

Daring Martial Lav regime, they had c mdoed one Tu’si Dies. Brahman, 
in Hskim Sbamas Di .ds house and th.y afterwards let him free .fter receiving 
Es. 250. A-m ther man, Tulei D ss. was arnsted in bis steaa, and even this 
man was released, when something was pa'd. Tae wonder is, w y was no a 
third Tuisi Da-s arrested. Perhaps, because, there was no other mau of this 
name in the town. This matter was heard once, and the 
. i was fixed by the Deputy Commissioner for the ISth August, im 
j ' -tieputy Commissioner was expected here on the 18th. 

: > Je were TuVi Bass, BrahmauVplamtil!, and Choudhry All Ahmad. Hakim 

Shftmas Dici dotendtsit®* . 

There was another ca’e coi"g on between Alam B bi ts plaintiff, and 
Choudhry SuHan A hmai a d the S sb-Inspeotor as defendants The facts of 
these two cases lesemhbd a go d d.al. The d.fendants were very rich and 
cruel people. They were telling people that they were on good terms with the 
Deputy Commissioner, and thos ■ who had brought cases against them or 

appeared as witnesses would all be sent to the Jail. The pity is that there 

was no pleader who had the courage to appear f jr the plaintiffs. 
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The siatemenis of Gopal son of Shibb a S/-fl-gk^ KhaloL 

Co'iumission AgenL Wazimhad. > * ' 


I am quite iaaoceiii Tiia ease agaiosi; is false* Ewj oue ia the 
' ■ .'.iowE .kaows ii . 

I was prodaced before feb.e Deptily Oi^mmissioBarj GrijiiHUA^-ala^ on ilit: 
9tli of Jane^ 1919« I was charged by ths police^ willi kaviijg o?ei:i 
at the Jiima Masjid meetiagj with hairiag deliTared ^peeeh-ea c Urn 
Act ia the grain marfcelj aad with parading the city vrll’h Uir. >r:ib« IJie 
Bepmty Commissioner seateaced me to three months' :igorcti5 ioo-rrisoi^meiil 
and a fine of Rs* 200® I had neithsr attended the Jn«x?a eiest’ng. "aor 

did I deliver any speech Bor join Ihe mok 

I was arrested and ehallatsed lakeiyj bseanse I did 'liia orcieiK ' 

: of Bhai Kirpai Singh^ Haaicipal OommisBioiier^ and a hsi o,he ^ 

■ ' (a) \ Oa Ihs' evening of Ihs Miih of Apri'^.lti wm kaGv?a to mmf' body 

that Hartal would be observed Ih© next day® 

(5) On th© morning of the ISth when I went to llie basai^ 1 feraiid thai 
all the shops were closed a Lala ^ Dyal Shmh, Biaker aid Mniiicipal 
• Oommissioner, was standing in the front of his shop. ■ A■^: csmol ■ 
fixed for that day ia the Wazlrabsd Maosifik-coiiri-:,. Lalt dB/al . ;Chaici 
was an arbitrator in ih I, therefore, asked him to accompany, me lO' the eQnrt-. , 
As it was necessary for m© to attend the court, I want home and 
thence to the Court, i remained in the Miinsilf’s court, Wai^irabad, 
fromlOa.m. to 440 p.m. I waited for some lima and then went to 
OlaaM place, and remained there till evening* 1 neither 

Went to the Mahdi, nor did I deliver any lecture on the Rowlatt A.ch 
bad I the ability to sp?afc in a meeting. In the whole of my life 1 have 
never delivered a leclnre. 

(e) On the 16th of April, 1919, I had als’i to attend the Muusiii's 
court in coiiiieclion with the eass. I waits! there Imr. 10 rr, mj 
p. m. At 340 p. m. I saw the Deputy Cooi?a'i'¥sion“?r io casiipa^vf vviili. 

, others, arresling people in the bazar. Nobody qu^stio^ied me. i apprciiuudod 
my arrest 

(d) On the 17tli of April, I had" the sam-^ eas*i m tie i^unsiff's Coiirl? 
and I wailed there from 10 a. m. to 2p. ni= After' M'irtia! Law had been 
proclaimsil, after two or three day Lala Dyal Gband, aHfce iaataiice of 
Tehsildtr, Wazirabal, asked me to a:orR of butter drJ^y from 

the horn w of the people of Wari No. 1 'for, the army. ' .Oonslderiiig it was 
my duty to serve Goveramant, I qqilapted two, s^era of " b;^iter ibiiy for ih% 
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days amd seal it ovar to L^la Dyal Gtaad’s shop* We had order® aol to 
pay aaythlttg for the Neither did 1 get it^ price aor did I pay it to 

the people. As the pf 30 ple fall it very exaetiag^ the collectioa of batter wa® 
stopped^ The Tehsildar asked Lala Dyal Chaad to realiza on© rupee per 
hoas© for the expenses of the military. Oa!y widove were exempted. I 
paid my thara and colleclied one rupee from every hoase of my ward and seut 
the money to Lala Djal Ohand’s shop# Money waa collected by every mem- 
ber from his ward* When the money, thus collected, was exhausted iu a 
few days, more money was collected from the shop-keepers, As my shop is in 
the Mandi (grain market), the Chaudhri of the market told me that I was 
to pay one rupee although others paid more, and 1 paid* .^•;,Aiter'"a-fe't^ 
LalaDyal Ohand, Municipal Commissioner, Ward No. told me that Waaim- 
bad City was to pay Rs. 67,000 as indemnity which should be coUeetedsoon* 
He told me to prepare a list of the houses of my ward and assess the men of 
the ward. I did this and handed over the list to Lala Dyal Chand. Daring 
this long period, from 14th April to 7th of Jane, I was neither questioned 
noramsted. , 

I was arrested on the 7th of June 1919 at 5 p.m. and sentenced on the 9feh 
of Jane, 1919, We were given only au hoar to pro luce our defence witnesses* 
It was all due to this. A few persons including Bbai Kirpal Singh, Municipal 
Commission^ ta^d n e that it was our duty to establish the fact of the holding 
of a meeting on 12th April wherein it was decided to observe Hartal on the 
Baishulchi day. I told them I knew nothing about any such meeting, and that 
I was not prepared to falsely implical© innocent persoos. Thefpolice fabricated 
fake evide?'ca wish fcba help of these pfopl^ and arrested me on the 7th of 
June at 5 p. m. I was sentenced to three months* imprisonment and a fine of 
Es. 200. On the 9fcb of J une, only an hour before the pronouncement of 
the .judgment, was informed of the charge against me which I lia¥A 


Be siatemeni o/Ishaf Singh Bedii retire Mead Glerk, and 
Havdiar, Gurkha Eegiment, Waziralai. 


A Ki>pa Sam, resident of Waairabad, whose case came before 
the Martial Law Commission at Lahore on the 29th of May^ 1919, ; 
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nioned me a9 a defence witoess* The summons was served ihrotigh 
police. This was enough lo bring misfortuna on me* I was airest^d on 
the 7^h of Jnnej in the efeningj and was not informed of the charges 
against m©« On 8th of I was produced before the Saperintendent of 
Police at Oujranwala^ who ordered ihat I should not be taken to Wassirabad, 
as I was to be present before the Area Officer* On the 9fch, I was sitling in 
front of the Area Officer’s court, together with other prisoners, when a clerk 
came to us at about 11 and asked us to give the names of persons, if any, 
whom we intended, to summon as defence- witnesses* On this, T enquired of ■. 
him as lo^whal the charge was for which I had been arrested, , . and who ■ the, 
prosecution witnesses were* That clerk replied that the charge sgainsime 
was that I had deliYered a lecture in the Mandi (Market) ; he also gave m©,- 
the names of the prosecution witnesseso 1 asked for a pencil and paper to 
write, but was refused the same. Acting on the proverb that what cannot 
be cured must be endured, I gave the names of my witnesses. At that 
very time I was called to appear before the court. I appeared and found 
that the Area Officer, the Public Prosecutor, and cne Police Inspector, were 
there. The first two prosecution witnesses stated that I used ordinary and 
simple language, and that I was against Hartal, or in other words, I was 
on the side of Government, On this, the Public Prosecutor, asked the 
Police Inspector why he had brought such witnesses. The Police In§p:ctor 
went out, and God knows what he whispered into the ears of the two or 
three other witnessei. When they came in, they said that, on the 15th of 
April, I stated that the Eowlatt Act was a very bad measure. Another 
prosecution witness said that he|had not even seen me. The Area Officer 
was a young man, and he took down whatever the Public Prosecutor asked 
him to record. Two defence witnesses appeared on my behalf, who said 
; that I was a very loyal Government pensioner, etc. Other defence witnesses 
were not called, I produced the sanads granted to me by the Lieutenant 
Governor and several other testimonials. I stated that I was a very loyal 
subject of Government, had served in the army for 27 years, and had been 
■granted a pension for. good conduct.. But nobody would listen to 
■: it. The Area Officer said to all that ' the Government 

";■■ Pleader said. . ' ....... 
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2'he siatemeni of Pritam Das, age 69 years, Grocer, President, 

Ary a Samqj, Wazirahad^ 


On the 6ih of April, Lala Hand Lai Chopra and I went, bare-headed 
and observing fast, lo soma of the shop*fct0|6ri' .inrih© Mm in connection 
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wiili tk'i llarifil, siimI ftsled them to dose their Bhopfl. It was lOOB and wi 
dill i:ol Ob the 14th of April, there cams a large Eimihet oi.people , 

froLn vilhi?|6H Oil f'lie i>*a/5/?aifc/W festival, aiid at about 5 p. the ■vilkgere 
asked the ^/IiofhkaHpers logo to the Jemima Maejid where there was to be a 
meotisg ifjlalitig lo tile Harkit Ail the shop-keepers, excepting 
(etwifec'^iotit'irbi)^ alt ended, the- m MaBpd, where there were .aboni 

oiifa tlr'iiSiiiii fjeo'de^ irrdliidiBg vd’sgers and local persona I was made to 
Bfif'ri'k rm fLirmL I Bp-'>ke •% f^w words which were within the law, saying 
Ibai till:! M ft dal on the 15tli w^s of m use, and the one oa the 6th of April 
was neceFsaary. Master Mahoined Jan spoke something on the same subject, 
'iiicl Jambit Bingli followed him. The meeting came to a close after 
:i from some b"‘ols: by Lala ' Badri Hath. All the peo|)!e;, 

IhiI iI; wub proclaimed that a meeting would beheld in the Masjii 
Of) iJm 15i!i of April at S p,. m» On the morning of the 15th, there was a 
liartd in llie eity\ A few people thought that a mealing in the Masjid was 
inadvisable, as it was near the 'Railway Station, and preferred to assemble 
ill the grain market. The next question was as to how the city people 
ihoull be iiifotme-i Tt was decided that one man ehould pass through 
the cifvY, riogiag temple bell, rccompa?' led by another person who should 
go on proclaiming that the meeting w^oiild be |heM in the grain market at 
2 ih n:i, I weirt nr: proolaiinlag that no one«shoBld go to the Hallway Station. 

I wii'i accoxpoiAkd by L'lb ■purijab Hal’s son who was ringing the bell. 
Til'" \;v-' f i' :io 'jt 'yoi ck- Borne time alferthis, I was sent for by the 
T-'hr-ho..:\ :v>; in tlie Taiislf. Tbe Telisidar cnci'iiired of me the 

tv a'*. t:r ifi . »liy reply was that there was no idea of the Hartal 
Giy-:.e:-t7c;J f tht? Ibifh,: but it was clue to the insistence of the visitors, 
.herf >’% t\' and who even said that if the shops 

were uoi f IcHGih they might ba Inorech I went back to my house direct and 
heard, soob after, that lha people bad set hre to a IwtM and cut telegraph 
, wires as well By this titE'-a it was 12 p. m. I regretted the above 
' pccurreBCPs very macli and was in a fix. At about 2 p.m. I went to the 
: gram ixiirkel where T had my shop. Gradually, the people began to as- 
, semble atabout 2 p, m ' A number of people were standing in front of 
liak ’Ladba Mai Sahib DiaBs shop, and they asked where the leaders were» 
A large iniinber of peiple, who had assembled there in the market, took me 
loreilily along with themselves# .We ■ went to Lala Aror Chand’s house, but 
he \.riB GbBi'iiil;, and then to Sheikh Miajs Ahmad in the ino?que, where they 
liFio s-ioau' . 'kcoiHva ivitli him. He then went to Diwaa Sikandar Lai’s house 
jvrti v|.riiT-l hj ninhe people and there a discussiop ensued between Diwan 
. 'alrhi Dir; I litidd 'faib At la^t, Master Mohamad Jan also arrived, and all the 
ppr^O'iiB preseui’. fhew, iinmely, Diwaa Sikandar Lai, Sh^-nkli Niaz Ahmad, Lala 
Liggai’ ‘Slrlh bhtiH, Mh^ter Jan Mohamad Badri Hath and Pirilam Dass 
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mously decided that a ineetitig slioxild be held in the grain market for the 
purpose of putting »» end to the Ilartah I, along with Master Jan Mohamad 
and Badri Naih» carried the decision to the grain market where people were 
waiting® The meeting commenced, and speeches were delivered by Master 
Jan Mohamad, Lala Hand Lai Chopra, Badri Nath, Fritam Dass, JagganNathj 
Baba Ishwar Singh, and Hafija Ghnlam Rasnl Mirzai. La1a Nand Lai was 
elected' Fresideni and' Master Jan Mohamadas Secretary# It was nnanimonsly. , 
resolved' that a telegram in : protest; of the ..Rowlatt Act be sent' loihe Yiceroy ,,, 
and the should be ended. After that, the maeting dispersed. At 

the close of the meeiing, the Halmis ( confectioners) and Nanbms ( bakers ) 
opened their shops. On the morning- of the 16th',. a telegram was sent by ,::' 
Lala Nand L&l ■ At 4 o’clock on the same day, I was' arrested and brought . 
to Giijranwala Jail at night I remained in Giij ran wala Jail till the ■ 2nd, of 
June. On the 3rd. I was sent to Lahore where I remained for one day in the 
Jail, and on the 5th, I was brought back to the Gujranwala Jail, possibly 
because the case against me was really no case^ 1, with a few other accused, 
was ordered to give the names of defence witnesses.* which were reluctantly 
given® The 9th of June was fixed for attendance at Wazirabad, where I 
reached with som« other companions on the . 8lh of June, 19i.9. On the 
morning of the 9t]i, at 9 o’clock, I went to the Dak Buoglow, where I heard 
that the police had threatened my witnesses. So I prcduc^^d neither my 
witnesses nor my pleader, as ■ there . was neither ■ any hope of^ my being ■. 
released, nor any statement of mine being recorded in full, Akbar Shah, 
Inspector of : Felice-, had enmity .with me, as Ihad criminally sued him. I-- 
requested that a copy of the judgment might be placed on record, but I 
could not say if it was done. 

. , On the 9th of June, 1919, at 2 p. ni« I was sentenced to two years 
imprisonment and a fij.e of one thousand rupees along with others. My 
children paid oil th e fine by sellitg utensils and clotbingF* It is further 
to be added that the prosecution witnesses were entirely under the 
'v control 0 i the police and- offici-ale. - When we, 3'1 prisoners, -w-eie being' taken 
..from Gujranwala to Lahore, we had. handcuffs and chains oni The chains 
" -..-drew Hood from the legs of some of us® While we - were waiting at . 

.- Gujranwala, we were allowed to drink water only after difficulty. 
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The statement o/Biwati Chand, son of Thahar Das, Arora, 
age 36 years, Wazirahad. 


I was sitting at my shop on the second day of the proclamation of 
Martial Law, when two motor cars, with five- mUitairy men ; therein, passed 
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wher^ At .liM ^ ,T ^ *•“" »“ •!•«■ 

*“ ' Wdono ta 

cf one of 'tlie 03 ^^ °Thev i seate*! me on the side 

same way Thev tent “amed Kaliu MachU, in the i 

Z •’ to the Dak Bungler, and after about 

fifteen minutes, each of us got five strines Aft«r « w • i,. r ° ’ 

,4 "atLitz^i irr/" 

K^am lT “yeeW, and Dewan Shah son 

Kumam Lilan, and some eight or ten men who were Dnni«li«,t * 1 ” 

mg, were called at the Gujranwala Police Station and oS tt™^l“ w 
were taken a second time. ana our ttiumb,impie 9 a«|p 8 


' ii . rf 

.m 
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ilBi 


The Stat^entof Lala Jliwan Chand, ,on of Lala hhar Das 

Khatn, licensed vendor of country imne, Wazirahad. 


I returned from Gujranwala to Wazirabad on May 5th, 1919. I had 
gone there that morning under the orders of the Excise Inspector I w«« 
returning to Wazirabad at about 5 p. m. There were three other passengers 
with me in the tonga. The Martial Law Officer of Gujranwala was comine 

m a motor car close behind us. I was occupying the front seat. I did not 
00 tehmd to find out whose motor ear was coming. When the motor oar 

passed us, the Martial Law 0 ffieerlstopped it. No sooner did he do so than 
we all got down from the tonga and salamed him. He said that h h i 

7Cm9 .“Tor'“f »«*d.r.i...,S 

fert da ] Accordingly, I went to the Dak Bunglcw the 

.b.U„sU-b,*pp,4 I w„ ,tan 
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Tk. ^ot L,aH, hutcUr, »Mm 

Wtmrahad, 


baxar to receive salams^ I slbmethirwith grtlesS'^^ wT^ h^” 
yaone once. The Officer asked me again why I W 
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saiaioed Mm a aecoEd time* I lequasted him to excuse ms. On this, he 
bade me kiss his shoes* I did as ordered, and then I was excused. 

One day, I went to Nizamabad to sell my things, and saw that the 
.’hole bazar had been closed. The houses and shops were locked up and 
^antinels were pc»ted throughout, A sentinel told me that there was no 
man to whom I could sell my things, I found none. They had all gone 
to the Thmm and I came back. 
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The Uatewient (f UbMim Eai, ofWazimbad^ 


On the 5th ol June, 1919, Sheikh Ahmed Hussain, son of Sheikh Din- 
Mohammad of Wazirahad, called me to his house, and told me that the Deputy 
■ Commissioner had ordered that everybody having any connection with the 
Arya Satnaj should be arrested, and hence Ghulam Mohamad, Thanedar, was 
in search of me. He further told me that he had asked him to ' wait and that 
a sum of rupees one hundred was wanted. I said that I would pay it in the 
morning. The next day I paid the money. Then he said that the Thanedar 
was satisfied, but the Inspector had similar orders and would arrest me, 
I enquired if anybody knew the Inspector, and he said he knew him very 
well, and Sheikh Abdul Qadir, Barrister, was also his friend. But, he 
added, it was a question of some expense. The Sheikh Saheb mentioned 
about 3 or 4 hundred rupej^s. I said I had no money, but would arrange 
for it. The Sheikh Saheb suggested that I should write a note in his 
favour. I agreed. He produced a promissory note which I wrote and 
sighed. It was agreed that he should spend what was necessary and 
l^that I should pay it up, and that I was to leave Wazirahad for the time 
Martial Law was in force. I did accordingly, and went away to Sarankia 
Dadowali in Tehsil Daska, Thana Sambhrial. When Martial Law was 
removed, I cam© back to Wszhabad and paid up Rs. .200. The 
payment was endorsed on the back of the promissory note. A balance of 
is still unpaid. ■ Early ' in' July T came ' to know that ' Sheikh' 
Ahmed Hussain had obtained money similarly from a large number of 
men, and that he in fact had cheated people absolutely. ’ “ 
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During Martial Law days, Chaudhri Sultan Ahmad, Zaiidar, . Wazira* 
bad, took »way two (Wirair) couches, costing about Ks, 54 from my house 
without , my consent or permission, Tto haws not bee»„;xefcumed to.»« 
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evea to this day^ aor hme I received aay remaneratioa by way of price. On 
my repeated demands and quarrels^ instead of paying anything, lie 
threatens me* I request, thereforej, that, if I may be summoned, I 
shall be prepared to give evidence before the Committee, 

,(Sd) Mibtei Imam.Dik, 

■ . ■ ChaiiM No. .. 4,. ■ 

^ Wazirabad,^ 


The statement of Sheikh Mohammad Hnssaiia, late Municipal 
Gommissioner of Wa^irabacL MosUm^ aged 35 years ^ residing 
in Wmirahad^ District Gujranwala, 


No Eartal took place at Wazir^bad on the 6lb of April# as it is politi- 
cally very backward. 

On the 12ih of April the news of the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and Drs. 
Kitchlew and Saiyapal spread in the town. Dr. Saly&pal belongs It 
Wazirabad# 

■ ■ Gn the 13th and 14th of April ths Baisakhi Fair fakes place al Waziia- 

bad, where people from all parts, of Ihe.Pasjab come to wltnessjit 

On the 13A of April,, owing to the Easter holidays I went .to 
"Wazirabad from Gnjra’awala. , 

" Daring the fair, the fast that' Eartal had been observed ' elsewhere : was 
mnch diacuBsad, and people felt a Mt-a-ihmed that they had kept back 

■ On the evening of the 14th of April, a meeiing waa held at the Jnma 
Mnsjid where it was decided to observe Eartal the mxt day. I was unable 
to attend this meeting. 

On the 15lb| tJj-ere was a general Hartah ' At about 7 or 8 a. m* we 
- were sent for by the Tehsildar. He had called all the Mnnicipal Oommis* 
^ stoners and other important peopie of the town. I reached the, place late. 
The Tehsildar read the Deputy Oomtnisaioneris letter, to tho effect that there 
was ao ob|ectioa to observe Eartal bnt that no excesses should be commilled. 
People said they eonld only be responsible for their own aclione and sol for 
those of others. I was personally against the Eartal of Ihe 15lb a f»t 
which was admitted subsequently by the proeecnlion witaess Dawan 
Sikander Lai 

At midday a man came and infoTmed me that Boms of the men who had 
come to allend the fair hal sat- fire io Eev. Mr. Bailey’s honse, and , that 
some people, who eonld not get a train to return home, had in anger enl 
telegraph wires and thrown down a distant signal. I iho heard, that a 
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meeting had been held in the grain is^arket to pnl an end to the hartal. 7hi0 
was done, for on the 16lh all the shops were opened. ' 

'On the 16 Ih, at about 2-15 I was sent for by the Deputy Conamissioner 
who 'was putting up at the DakBunglow. There I found :the Hindu and 
Moslem Municipal Oommissioners, the Hon’ble Mahamad Ikram Ulla Khan, 
the Tehsildar, the Assistant Surgeon, the Zaildars, and two Sub-Inspectors of 
Police. Ofthese^ the Moslems were called inside. Col* O’Brien was there* 
When I went, Ali Ahmed was describing the burning of Rev. Mr* Bailey^e 
house. The real were listening* We were sent out and Ihe Hindm 
called in. All these p©.>pla were questioned* Arnr Chaad, Manicipal 
^ Commissioner, was saht ' for* Be sent '. word that he' was ill, but he was 
mad© to,' coma though he was suSaring from fever* . 

‘ TheDolonel came outside and said we had- behaved very . badly in selling ■ 
' 4h©' house on hr© aod breaking the signal, and that we would be punished 
and would have to pay for the damage ; and then calling me, he told a 
Sub-Inspector to handcuf me. I enquired why this was being done. He said 
**sbut up, dcn^t speak ” ( Ghup raho-mat halo ). I then said, I am askbg 
for justice, to which the reply was, ** shut up, or I will shoot you down*’’ 
Arkr Chand was also called out, arrested and handcuSed. Then, with 
soldiers surrounding U0, and machine guns in the front and rear, we were 
mad© to go throngh the town, when 8 others were arrested. In tbe evening 
we were sent to the Gojranwala jail* Though we were only under^trisl 
prisoners still, inspit© of repeated requests, we were neither allowed to 
get our own food, nor to change our clolhes for over a week. Afterwards 
things improved* . i , . 

On the 30th of April or the Ist of May, I was taken to the Maha Singh 
Garden and asked to become an approver in the Gnjranwala ease against 
Lai Khan and others. I knew nothing about the events of the Mth &b 
I was not then at that place* I said I knew nothing* 

Onlthe Ist of J an© we were sent to Lahore for trial before the Martial 
Law Tribunal, but were again sent back to he tried by the Summary 
. 'Courts. On our return from Lahore we were put in a room, which wa® ' 
v : so small that we had to remain standing the whole night. On the 6th of ^ 
June, those of us who had not been tried by that time were sent for, and we 
were asked to give lists of our witnesses without being informed of Ihe 
offence with which we had been charged. We gave the names of many 
people merely on the chance of their evidence being relevant. 

Our case was taken up on the 9th of June at Wazirabad at about 7 
or 8 a. m* Many of our witnesses were not called. Those ilho had 
been called were not informed of the time, so they came at the usual 
time, i e. about 9. a, m., and notwithstanding our urgent request they 
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were acA etattiaed. We had retaiaed Vakils bat they were not allowed 
^0 defend ns. The ;trial lasted only a oonple of hoars, bat daring 
that interval nearly 80 witnesses for the proseoation and the defence 
were sapposed to be examined. No statements of the acoased were 
even taken, and many witnesses for the defence who were present were 
not even called. Afterwards, five of ns who were tried in one batch 
were convicted. Foar of ns were sentenced to two years’ imprisonment 
and one to six months’. It is to be noted that we wore tried in this 
fashion simply becaase the 9th of J ane was the last day of Martial 
Law. 

We saffered many hardships in the jail. At the Gnjranwalla 
station more than 30 of ns were pat into a prison van, thoagh Hwas 
meant to accommodate only aboat 20 people. The pelice gasard also 
43Conpied a portion of this. The resnlt was that we were stifled* 

^mati actaally fainted,and it wa? only after this that we were taken oat and 
allowed to sleep on coal heaps. I baveibeen released recently. I have 
now learnt that, in the first instance, a false case against me was got np 
in connection with incidents at Gnjranwalla and attempts were made 
to create evidence against me ; bat sabseqaently it was foand that I 
was not there but at Waairabad at that time, and therefore the case was 

dropped and a fresh cae started for bateg ’-a lb? vd r,'' Waa-irabad 

which had thrown stones at the Cavalry picket. Col. O'Brien was so 
prejudiced against me that in the middle of May, before my conviction, 
he wrote to the Commissioner to deprive me of the Municipal Commis- 
sionership, which was done, and in my place another person was- 
nominated. 


NIZAMABAD. 


322 

The statement of WiTZdi Mubarak Ali, son of Fateh AU, Moghal^ 
Frmident of the Agricultural Banh^ Assessor and License^Holder 
of ArmSf Nizarmbad. 


I was quite innocent Sultan Ahmad Zaildar of Wazirabad bore 
- 0 EtBi£y witli me, out of . sheer Jealousy. ■ I ■■■ had access to officers, and- 
as a loyal subject did all that they ordered me. - 1 collected a lot of 
money for the Indian Relief Fund and gave a good sum myself.. I 
also supplied two recruits and I got certificates. I used to get 
recruits from Nizamabad now and then, Sultan Ahmad used to be 
present when I induced the recruits and he would tell me to give half 
the recruits to him, but I ref used® At the time of the collection of the 
war loan, I got a list of those persons who were to purchase it from 
■the TehsiL He asked me to exempt two men named Arura Mai and 
Lachkman Das, and I made a complaint against him* The Zaiidar 
told the Deputy Commissioner at 'vV'ajsirabad that I was the leader of the 
people at Nisamabad and that I had induced the people to declare the 
hartal. He at once despatched the Zaildar with a constable, a head 
constable and a member of the Municipal Committee who took me 
with them to Wazirabad. I was arrested without any investigation 
and kept in the lock up for If months. The police during all this 
time tried hard to get some evidence against me, « but could not, Then 
^faking the Zaildar with them, the police began to tyrannise over the 
village people and got four witnesses against me* Two of these, 
Allah Din and Faquir Mohammad, were compelled to give evi- 
dence. At the time of giving evidence they said in Court that I 
had m hand in the matter, nor had I induced the people to declare 
ihe hand. These two witnesses were proceeded against and 
■sentenced to three months® imprisonment each by the Magistrate. The 
ether two witnesses, Jhanda Mai and Jai Singh had a litigation. On 
4his evlienea, the Court sentenced me to six months’ imprisonment and 
• a # 0 ^ of Eb 4 300. I was released after If months* The fine has not 
haen* During- the. time of my imprisoament the ZaiMar 

oppressei my son and nephew* and they had to borrow Bs, 200 from 
Amir Bax, merchant, to pay the same to the .Zaildar as .a bribe. I was 
always loyal to dofernment and -Imve got a . number ol"" certificates of 
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good work. For what haa been done to me the Zaildar and the 
police are responsible. 


323 I 

TJie statement o/ Mirza Inait Ali, B. 4., ^'m >:■/ Mirsa Mubarak 
AU. Nisamabad. 


Chandhri Saltan Ahmad asked me to pay Rs, 200 saying that, | 
otherwise, I would also be arrested and prosecuted as my father 
Mubark Ali had been. Accordingly, I got a loan of Bs, 200 fi<oifrii ^1^ 
Amir Bakhsh and gave the money to Chandhri Sultan Ahmad. In this 
way I escaped arrest. Seth Amir Bakhsh has got my writing asking, 
him to give me the money. 


324. 

The siatemeni of Allan Din, son of Karam lUahh aged 2^yean^ 
hlach^smitli, Nim-rnabad, 

I work in the Krislina Gallery works which are owned by Bikaiidar' 
LaL Four or five days after the hartal^ I was sent for at Wazirabad- 
from Daira Moghlan by the police. Mohamad Din, head constable, was^ 
at Daira. Partap Singh, Siib- Inspector, came shortly afterwards* 
They asked me'^to hand over whatever looted articles I had with me*. 
J said that - I bad ' none,- and had taken no part in^ the loot. ' 
therefore, ordered^two constables to beat me. I was then badly beaten 
by the constables. I was beaten with shoes ali over my body. ' The 
cloth on my buttocks was removed, I was then thrown down on the 
ground. One of the constables placed his leg on my neck and they boih 
eat me. Mirza Majid Ali, Mirza Altaf Ali Lambardar , . Mirza Behar 
B 3g, Sain Abdullah Pa qir Daira and others were present, I was sent 
for early in the morning at 6 and was. kept upto 6 p. m., and wa^ not 
allowed to take any food or to go any where. In the evening, after 6, 

I was allowed to go home. Hext day, Chiragh Chaukidar fetched^ me 
. ironi my house at Nizamaba.d to Daim# 1 was again beaten as oui 
■lirstday. Sultan Ahmad .Zaildar was also at the Daim on ’-this .dsyvji 
In the evening^ at about 7, 1 was taken to the Sadar Tbana, Waz^iijaba^f; 
I remained without any food the whole day* I was tep,!. atr th@.'TJi^pir 
fox eleven days. On soma days, they allowed me to take food which wa^ 
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•supplied from my house, and on other-days they did not. They kept 
me absolutely htmgry. I was beaten at intervals. I was not kef t 'In 
the lock-up. , In the court-yard of the Thana and in the Veranda, 
'Chirag Dio, Ms two sons, Ismail and Abdnl Ghani, Mohamad Hossain but- 
cher, Mohamad Hnsaln blacksmith, Allah Datta, Tur Khan, Allah Ditta 
son of Pir Bax, Abdul son of Ibrahim, Abdil Wahid son of Imam Din, 
Ibrahim son of Jumma, Azim son of Nur Din and a few others were 
also' similarly kept there for about 10 or 11 days. The whole of the 
Nizamabad male population above the age of 10 or 11 used to be 
-called at the daily from, about the IB th' of, April. After I. had .. 

^ there for 10 or 12 days, I heard from Ismail, son of Ohiragh Bin,;' 
that the Sub Inspector was forcing his father to get him and his brother ' 
make statements, incriminating themselves and others also..,, Ismail 
then mad© a statement to the Sub-Inspector, and he told me that he 
had done so, and that he had also named me at the instanee of the Sub- 
Inspector, as on© 'Of the persons who had cut telegraph wires and had 
taken part in setting are to the KothL I was also sent for by the 
Sub-Inspector. He told me that Ismail had made a statement against m.e' ' 
and that I should also do the same. In that way, I could be saved? other- 
wise. I would be challanedt This was at about 11 or 12 in the night. 
Then I said to him that he could write out any statement he read to , 
me. The next day he made me commit to memory the statement and 
took me to Raja Akram Ullah Khan, Magistrate Ist Class* As soon as 
1 made my statement, I was released and allowed to come back to 
Nmmabad, Ten or twelve days after this, on or about the 12th of 
May, I was produced as a witness at Lahore in the case in which Amar 
Singh, and S or 9 others were accused- I gave evidence as I was told, 
a fortnight or so after this,- 1 was again produced as a witness 
in a case in which Allah Ditta and Bhagat Singh were accused* This 
I'litme I forgot some details of the evidence I had to give. On my 
return, therefore, at Nizamabad.^ I was detained at the Thana for 2 or 3 
days and was threatened and told that I should give better evidence. 

I promised that I would, and was then released. On the 9tn June, I ' 

. was produced as a witness in the, case against Mirsa Mubarak All. I ■ 
had to give evidence against Mirza Mubarak All? his nephew Mirza 
Wajid All and several other members of their family. My conscience 
‘ smote me as they were very respectable men of Nizamabad. I then 
mad© a clear breast of the whole thing before the Magistrate, of how 
I had been threatend to give evidence. The Magistrate, as soon m I 
related the story of my torture, • convicted me of the offence of perlwry 
• and sentenced me to 3 months’ imprisonment). 
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The BMement of Fa^it Moliamad, son of Dhoniaf Arm% midri 
• in the factory of Ma^at Mohamad Abdui'MaMm^ 

Wazirabad gate, Gnjranwala. 


Oq the ocoasioa of the last BisaVii I went to Wazirabad to atteai 
the fair there and put tip with my relatioDs at Wazirabad* After foir • 
days I returned to Gujranwala and be^an my work][a8 namal. About a 
month and quarter after this, one constable called upon| me and 
me to Sheranwala Gate of Gujranwala and said that he wanted a witness 
to give evidence against one man, and that I should do so. Accordingly, 
the same day I was taken to Wazirabad along with Mistri Ibrahim, son 
of Mistri Hayat Mohamad, by 9 a. m, train, [and we reached there 
under the guard of Mohamad constable. For three or fonr days, the 
police gave us no food| nor did it come to us from our relatioM* 'We 
^lived on what little W6 got from other men Jn the lock-up^ We were 
abused and slapped and beaten with shoes and pressed to give evidence 
against Mubarak Ali to the effect that b© broughfcj about the hartal 
They also wanted us to give evidence against other people. Being 
helpless, I agreed to give evidence they would like me to give. Accord- 
■ iogly, after having my statement taken down before a Magistrate/' 

:catti8 to the Thana, I was taken out of th©^ lock-up and allowed to go 
■horn© for fthe night and to come back. in the morning*';,. I used 'to g 
there for many days. I was produced before the Court of the 
Deputy Com miasioner, Gob O’Brien, for evidence on the 8th of Jtme, 
1919. When the Court askd me, I replied that I did not know anything; 

” ter did I know Mubarak Ali, and that I mad© mf^first statement, as I 
waifoicedbylhepolicetomakea On this the Court ordered m© to 
predtice my defence witnesses and I presented some* I was sentenced 
to 3 months’ imprisonment and released on the 9th of September, 1919. 

The evidence I gave before the Deputy Commissioner was true 
and the first statement that I made through fear of the Thana people 
and the beating I got or through coercion in other ways was falsa 
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Tim statement ej Mirza Belmr Beg, Pensioner, son o/Mirza Mehtai Beg- 

Mngkaly aged 75 years^ Fresident of the Notified A^ea Commitieep 
Kanungo awi Malak ( Ffogrietor ), NizaMabad^ 


I liave served llie Govemmeafc for 43 years. I was at Girdawar 
Kan lingo for -30 years. I have' been a pensioner for 11 years and I own^ ■ 

■ of Mzainabad® 

I too was present in Hizamabad during Martial Law days. On the' ,, 
loth of April, the day of the disturbance, I left Nizamabad for Wazira-- 
bad at 8 a. m. to inform the Tehsildar at bis place about the distnr-^^ 
bances. Many people were with the Tehsildar. I reported that many 
people were on their way to my village from Wazirabadj including; 
people who had come to see the Bisakhi fairs, and that they were 
damaging the telegraph wires, and it was also feared that they might 
plunder the village. The Tehsildar asked me to stay there and I accor* 
dingly was there from 8 a. m. to 1 p. m. When I reached my village I 
was told that the Wazirabad people |,had gone back to their village after 
doing some damage to the Railway line. Some four or five days later 
Paitab Singh, Sub-Inspector of Police came to Nizamabad, accompanied 
by a constable. When he began the investigation, he began to beat 
some people to make them confess, but they denied their guilt. He 
rebuked the other inhabitants and then ordered that they should pre* 
sent themselves at the police station early next morning. Accordingly^ 

/ took the villagers to the Police Station next morning ' ■ 

: ;-.ZaiIdar Sultan Ahmad of Wasirabad was . with them. He , abused the- 
people and was very harsh and oppressive. This went on for fifteen 
days. The villagers assembled every day in the morning, were made 
lo stand in the sun, and were not allowed to go home for their meals, .i 
The children and the female members of their families had also ’ to* 
starve through anxiety. The villagers, being afraid of the people from 
other places, had closed their shops and had gone home. -Absolutely 
there was no hartal there. Those who had come from Wazirabad 
numbered nearly five hundred. Some sj^ctatofs joined them on th©- 
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way. . Some oi the Nizamabad people wko were amoag those who had 
looted the property of Mr, Bailey had already been punished, Sultan 
Ahmad Zaildar was afterwards harassing others. He wouM go to 
them during night and ask them "to throw the booty into some pit out-* 
aide the village. He used to exact 'money ''from ; them for this advice 
and released them if they promised’to giWtalse evidence against those 
whom he would arrest in connection with Mr. Balley^B incident. They 
would generally give such a promise to save themselves* He was doing 
all this in order to make money. 

He instigated the police against me. I was kept in police custody 
for one day, I summoned the Tehsildar and the Naib Teh8ildir» 
Wazirabad, to the Police Station to establish my innocence. They 
testihcsd to my being with them from 8 a. m/ to I p. m. at WaMrabad* 
They gave their written statements to Abdullah Khan, Inspector of 
Police, I was released. Some of my relations were also arrested by 
the police on account of enmity with the Zaildar, but they were all 
released. The Zaildar had Wajid Ali and Aslam Beg arrested and he tried 
to fabricate false evidence against them. These two gentlemen were also 
acquitted. The Tehsildar harassed innocent people during Martial 
Law days, took bribes from many of them and released many of the 
actual ofenders, simply because they paid him good sums. Those who 
could not pay were arrested. Accordingly, one of my relatives Mirza 
Mubarak Ali, who was absolutely innocent, was arrested and sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment on the false evidence of four tutored 
witnesses. Two of those witnesses stated in the court that MIrm 
Mubarak Ali was not at ail lesponsible for the so-called hariak Con- 
sequently both of those witnesses were sentenced to 3 months* irE« 
prisonment 

After Mir^ga Mubarak Ali had been sentenced, the Zaildar told his 
(Mubarak Alfa) cousin that he would have .him also arrested. Con- 
sequenlly he saved himself by paying Rs, 200 to the Zaildar, Many 
people of my village have supported this statement of mine. Military 
men were also called and they surrounded the village. One young 
man was shot dead and some shops were looted. 
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The ^Umni 0 / Wajid AH, son of Akbar Al% Meghd^ 
Nizaniobad^ 


On the 18tli of April, 1919, 1 w:a8 at home when I heard a 
;great noise lE/the' dIrectio 'of the village bas^ar. Ilearat that Britlefe; 

-soldiers with guns ' were; : parading ■ the streets and the bazar* ,! gotnp 

to the roof of my honse" 'and saw a train- of. British soldiers standing;: 

■ on the .Railway line near onr village, while the whole of the village , 
was surrounded by the British soldiers. A machine gun was also 
placed, on the B.ailway line pointed towards .the village. I saw some 
of the British soldiers taking away floor, country sngar bags and two 
tins of ghee from shops forcibly, I came to my Daira^ that is, the;,, 
common sitting place of the community. I saw one or two British, 
soldiers dragging a man by a cloth tied to his person towards the 
viiliage. The train whistled and they let go the man and ran to the 
train. I then went to the man, and found him to be a menial from onr 
village, named Mohammad Ramzan, son of Allah Ditta Chamrang, He 
had on his arms a wound from a bullet shot. A mark of the bullet-shot 
was also seen on his ribs. He died after four or five minutes.. 
No enquiry was made about it* The Revenue officer, Malik Bad Khan, 
sent a man with a verbal order that the dead body must be buried. A 
day or two after, about I9th April, Mohammad Bin, the head constable, 
Bher ^aman, the constable, and another Mob am madan constable came 
to the village in the morning. At about 2 or 3 p. ra., Partap Singh 
Sub-Inspector, Sultan Ahmad, Zaildar, and Ali Ahmad, Lambardar 
also reached there* They sent for all the villagers to the Daira MutgUan^ 
Til! evening they enquired whether there were persons who left 
-their . village and did damage to the railway line.- Then Munch Allah' 
Bat, Kashmiri, Mond. Husain butcher, and both ■ Allah Bittas, the' 
■'■carpeBters, and 'some other ■ residents of the . villages were given »■ 
:' beating. After this they gave orders that- ali the villagers must present ' 
•themselves at Saddar Thana, Wazirabad, the next morning* Allah 
' Kashmiri, Mohamad Husain butcher, Mohamad Hasalu blacksmith, 
Abdulwahid blacksmith, Ismail and Abdul Ghanl carpenters, went 
to the Thana with Sub-Inspector Partap Singh and others. TJpto the 
6th or 7ih of May, 1919, all the villagers had to go to the Thana every 
morning, and they were made to sit in the sun till 8 p* m* SuJtan 
Mohamad, Zilldar of Wazirabad, threatened them and pressed them 0 
^ive him two persons of each tribe to give evidence against the Moghalar 
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i.e.MimBabarBeg and myself. The Sab-Inspector Partep Singh- 
and Sultan Ahmed Zaildar, after six or seven days’ continual pressure 
induced Jai Singh, Chander Mai Arora, Allan Dai, Paqir Mohamad 
KanmAh blacksmith, and Ismail and Abdul Ghani to give evidence 
^inst the whole of my family. On the 7th of June, at 4 p. m. Gulam 
Mohamad. Sub-Inspector of Wazirabad, with a police constable arrived 
MNizamabad and enquired about and sent for Mirza Bahar Beg, Mirza 
Wajid Ah, Mirza Sahm Beg, Mirza Khadam Ali, Mirza Ahmed Ali, 
yed Khadum Hussain and Mirza Barfcat Ali. Myself, Wajid Ali, 
Mirza Babar Beg. Mirza Salim Beg, and Syed Khadum Husain werJ 
present mthyillage and were taken to the City Thana by the Sub- 
Inspector Gulam Mohamad. The Sub-Inspector Abdul SeLd Khan 
questioned us all, and we gave our statements. At 8 p: ih. on the 7th 

6f ^e Khadum Hussain, and Mirza Babar^eg were let of. son 
and I were searched and put ih iihe loek-np. On the 9th of June, my 
son-Aslam Beg and myself were brought before the Deputy Commis- 

^nw. Col. OBrien. at about 6 p. m. with five or six other persons of 
Wmrabad. We were all released by the Deputy Commissioner after 

undergoing the pnnishment of rubbing our noses on the ground. We 

were eight who were thus treated. The indemnity collected from our 

village amounts to six thousand and five hundred rupees (Rs. 6 , 500 ) 

and I paid my share of it 
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m .Mimmi of Imam Bin, O,od do ,jmn, ,m of Mongo, 

blacksmith^ Ni^amahad, 


: _^My son, Abdul Wahid, was quite innocent. The police fabricate( 
e^denoe against him and challanei him before Martial Law Commission 

thin^Me Es acquitted, I ^ent some 

20 as fine. I wa 

wLeTfl ,f I, With practically th< 

® tillage, had to sit at the police station from 7 a. m. t( 

alHht r 'r '' foot 

obtrnabll 7 T; remained closed and no eatable wa« 

1 ' «««!<* “ot earn m 
mng for those 15 or 16 days. I was under custody for two months in all 
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I was nBabl© to earn my daily wage© and have had to borrow money 
at interest Thus sum borrowed amounts to something like .1,200 
rupees. In my presence the police gave Allah Din Kashmiri and 
Mohammad Husain butcher a severe shoe beating* They wanted them 
to identify those who were in the disturbances* Sultan Ahmad Zalldar 
also tried his best to bring false witnesses against me, and treated m@ 
harshly at the police station* 

The British soldiers also came to the village; and in my presence 
they took away one bag of wheat dour, one tin of ghee and one bag of 
country sugar without payment, 

Allah DItta, son of Imam Din (not the witness) says, he witnessed 
the beating given to Allah Din Kashmiri and Mohamad Husain,, and: 
says, he himself was made to carry the country sugar and flour referred 
to above# 
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The statement of Karim Bnx, son of Id Mahomed Gontraetor<f 
age yearSf Nimmadad» 


On the 18th of April, a fspecial British Troop Train came iCrom 
lahore side and stopped near our village* The soldiers came out ot the 
train and came towards the village side. My son Abdul Aziz was put 
on the railway line by the orders of the Revenue Officer to guard it. 
The soldiers arrested him and would not release him till their Com, 
mender’s arrival* I brought an interpreter and then he was let off* 
Afterwards they looted the shops and took out flour, ghee, and molasses, 
and mad© us carry these things to the special train. We were called ^ 
by the police, and for about 15 or 16 days had to attend the Sadar'" 
Thana. We had to sit In the sun from seven in the morning till: 8 dm ;: 
the evening. As I am a Government, Stationery Contractor and as I 
could not fulfil the terms of my contract, the government work suffered,""'""' 
and, as my work-men had to go to the Thana dally, the factory had 
be closed and I suffered a loss thereby, I have been subjected to such *' 
indescribable hardships as were never thought of or experienced by me 
during all the 45 years of my life. We had to starve daily at the Thana ^ 
and our children at home* ' I also plaid Rs. 24 as fine. “ ^ 
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'Tfm $Mment of Haji Allah Din, ^on of Kaf4M hide 
merchant^ aged about 45 yem% Nimmabad. 


Oa'^:Fridaj, the iSIh of April, some British soldiers entered the 
lillage^-, wh^ I was in factory, and surrounded it« Mohamad Ramzaa 
■ Channarang was grazing goat-s near a temple and unconsciously Btrsyei' 
out of the Military Line* One British soldier shot him and he died On 
^hespot. The deceased was above 25 years old. Two or three British 
soldiers tied the dead body with the tm^an^ragged it and left it by 
the pond near the village* The shooting took place a few minutes after 
the surrounding. I buried the corpse. The deceased was the husband 
of my niece. I was called to the Thana dally for about 15 or 16 diys 
with some thirty other men of my caste who were all poor men. All 
of us Went there early in the morning and returned after sunset. We 
had no food there, and our women starved at home out of anxiety for 
stfcs. At the Thana we were made to stand in a line in the sun for iden- 
tification. * At Dara Nizamabad four or five boys, one of whom was a 
Kashmiri and another a Lohar boy, were badly beaten by the police in 
my presence; the boys were in my service and they left the village 
owing to police oppression. I suffered a great loss, of about Rs. 20,000? 
on account of tb© workshop being closed as the boys ran away. I paid 
a fine of Rs. 309 although I was quite innocent. I pay Rs. 227 m 
dncome tasc. 
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statement of Abdullah, sou of Mohammad Bahsh, aged 

SO years, of Daira Mughlan, Niganiahad, 


Allah Din and Mohamad Hussain were knocked down by two 
constables in the componnd of the Baira Mvyhlan, One of the con- 
stables placed Ms leg on their necks, while the other beat them with 
(rtioes on their buttocks. The cloth covering their buttocks had been 
removed. They were asked by the constables to make over the looted 
articles which they had in thmr possession. They said that they had 
not looted any articles. Partap Singh, Thanedar, was also present. 

On or about April I8tb, while I was going to Mirza Behar Beg’s well, 
/I saw two or three British soldiers firing at a boy named Janni, aged 
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20 jearsi who was also going in the direction of the well. The boy -was 
ordered by the soldiers to halt; but he ran owing to fear; and m he was- 
^nning, he reoeiired a shot in his shoulder and immediately dropped 
dead. The soldiers then went to the spot and dragged the corpse of 
the boy to a distance of about 20 paces by tying his turban round his- 
neeh and left it near a bush* They then ate the eatables which the boy 
had with him^ and pocketed a ten rupee note which they found on the 
person of the dead boy. On seeing this gruesome sight, I returned to- 
the iJaira^ Immediately afterwards, some 10 or 15 British soldiers 
armed with rifles came to the JDaira and dragged me to Mirza’s house 
which was close by^ As the main gate was bolted from inside, one of the 
soldiers climbed over the wall by mounting on the shoulder of another 
and opened th© gate* The soldiers had by this time distributed them- 
selves, a few having scaled th© walls on all sides and were on the roof 
of the house. Then 2 or 3 soldiers went to th© gate leading to th© 
Xanana of Mirsa’s house and began to ram it with th© butt ends of their 
guns. As my life was in danger I shouted out to the people inside th© 
house to open the door. An old woman in the employ of Mir^a then 
opened the door* But before th© door was completely opened one of 
the soldiers pushed the door rudely with his hands and the poor woman 
fell flat on the ground. The soldiers then demanded eatables from us. 
As I was not allowed to enter the Zanana, I could not say what happened 
inside* They remained in the house for about an hour, and then ieft^^ 
taking Mirza Alraf Alt, Lambardar, with them in a motor car which 
was waiting in the street near the railway statioa. , . 

From the following day, the whole male population of Nimmabad, 
above the age of 12, used to be sent for, at the Sadar Thana at Waaira- 
bad and every one of us was asked to give th© police some information 
regarding th© burning of the Dak Bungalow. We had to remain there 
the’ whole day in the burning sun and return in the evening. 
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The statement of Almiad Din, son of Khuda ■ Bahhsh^ 

resident of Malloha^ at present of Nizamabad ^ , - . - , 




. Four or five days after the BaisahM^Wf 1 was 'arrested, ^ith 
others at .Nixamabad. W© > were first taken to Gu jraiiwak Vand" thenc©' 
to Lahore. I was produced in the court of Mr* Prinieir and ^as’*told 
that as investigation was not completed in 'my the got 
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a remand and that my case would be beard later on. I was kept in tht 
lock-np for another 18 days and then released from the Central Jail. I 
was ne^er produced before the court again. I was not identified by any 
of Mr, Bailey's men or prosecution witnesses. I was harassed for a 
month and a quarter and disgraced by the police. 


The statement oj Altaf All, Moghal^ Lawhardar of Nimmahad, 


I am the Lambardar of this village. There was no regular Bartd 
on the lOtli of April, 1919, Only a few people came from Yazirabad 
and people closed their shops out of fear. No meeting was held in the 
village to protest against the Rowlafefc Act, On the lOtb, shops were 
closed at 9-30 a. m, and opened in the afternoon. During those days, I 
was unwell, I had fever. On the 16tb April, Mirza Mubarak AM wag 
arrested in my presence. They arrested me also, but let me off near 
the place where the Deputy Commissioner was residing. As I was 
ill, I did not go anywhere on the 17th, On the 18th, a special British 
troop train came from Lahore and stopped In front, of our village. 
They surrounded the village and posted a machine gun facing the 
village. The armed British soldiers were on all the four sides of the 
village. On the I7th, the Be venue Officer ordered me to make 
arrangements for protecting the railway line. I posted men for its 
protection. The British soldiers snatched guns from them. I came to 
know this from Mania Box, a Lambardar. Mania Bux and the British 
soldiers came to my house. The female inmates, hearing of the coming 
of the British soldiers towards their house, dossed the door. Seeing that 
the door was closed, the] soldiers jumped inside from over the walls. The 
inner doors were also closed and so they dimed on the roofs. The 
ladies in the house were all pardanasUn, They with folded hands 
prayed to Ihe soldiers for mercy and said that we all were innocent. 
They took me outside. When the soldiers came in, we thought they 
would fire. Ho harm was done in my presence to the ladies; I 
Miyself came out in a stale of illness. The Officer told me that he 
wanted 2 maunis of ’ aita, 2' tins of ghee and .some potatoes. These 
thin^ were taken out of the shops that came in their way, and they 
gave 130 price, nor any .receiptor chit for them* They took me to 
Waarafesd by train. They beat Mohd. Qazim, a student of Ihe ©ujran* 
wala Mi^on School in my presence. They kicked him. He was I7 
jmm ^4 asked Mohd. Qazijm who he was. He replied that h# 
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-was a student On this , hey slapped him and took him also to 
Wazirabad, They asked Mm where he lived, and he replied that he 
had come to Firoa Din* They called Firoa Din, bnt he was not there^ 
They rnshed into the house where other men and women were. The 
soldiers went upstairs, tiSed to search, but could not find Firoz Din. 
Then they took myself and Mohd. Qazim to the train* They handed 
me over to the police, 

I was brought bef ore the Magistrate and was let ofi after mvestiga" 
tion, Mohd. Qazim was kept in the Thana and ordered to be taken to 
Gujranwala in the morning. I myself, along with all the other villagers 
over 12 years of age, had to go to attend the Thaua every day. We 
presented ourselves at “7 in the morning and were allowed to go at 
S in the evening. We did not get any food, no were we allowed to 
take it. There was one pip© of water. 
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The stateriient of Allah Ditta, son of Imam Din, age S5 yean^s^ 
hlacksmitht Nizamahadn 


1 am illiterate and do not read any paper and am absolutely Ignorant 
of any political ideas. There was a subscription for war and it was 
realized by force. The people, who could not pay, were threatened 
and abused till they paid. I remember one instance in which a man,, 
(Narain son of Nathu Mai) was Falsely prosecuted, because he had 
refused to subscribe to the war-fund. One officer, Extra Assistant 
'Commissioner, used to come for subscription for War Loan and used 
to resort to all sorts of high-handedness. The people, who were already 
suffering from poverty, could not conveniently subscribe to these 
funds. The method of realizing the money for the War Fund hurt 
the feelings of the people. Though our village is poor, we subscribed 
to the War Fund some two thousand rupees. People who could not 
afford were compelled to borrow at the rate of per cent., while 
' the Government was only to pay 5 per cent. I know one Balia Rate,:.-; 
son of Hazur Singh, sweets-seller, who is very poor and could not pay, 
entreated the Officer with folded hands that he might be exempted 
from subscribing to the War Loan, but all his entreaties were of no avail 
and he had to pay. The poor people were taken to the Tehsil? and Zaildar 
and Lambardar and other petty officials would not let them go until some 
of their »latlves would come and pay a certain amount. Then ifc#y 
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were let off. All inhabitants, withonfc any distinction, had to bear 
^8 shabby treatment at the hands of these petty officials and other 

One evening at 9 p. m, about twenty persons headed by the Zaildar 
and the Lambardar forceed open the doors of the villagers and forciblv 
twk away men for reoraitment. My brother, Monla Bakhsh was one of 
ttose who were taken hold of that evening. The boy was taken to the 
Eeoruitmg Office at Gnjranwala, where he was enlisted. But my father 
who was old and infirm, approached the Eecriting Officer, entreating 
weeping and crying that he would die if his sons were separated from 
him. He took pity on my father and let my brother go. After that 
we gave seven or eight men from our community and then we escaped 
the constant harassing. Out of these seven or eight persons, 
to pay to some three persons something like 260; Es and the comifttlhW 
subscribed for it. 


AKALOAEn. 



335 

TIbe statement of Divan Bansi Lai Chopra, Provincial 
Darbari, son of the late Divan Hari Singh, E. A. 0., resident of 
Altalgarh, District Gujranivala. 


There was an ordinary Hartal on the 6th of April, In the evening, 
near an old tank a public meeting was held, when my brother, Diwan Gopal 
Lai was elected President and Sardar Nur Hussain, Secretary. At the 
meeting an English newspaper was translated and interpreted to the 
people, and a resolution was passed regarding the withdrawal of the 
Rowlatt Act, and about a wire to be sent to the Viceroy to that eifect. 

On the 14th, there was another Hartal, but no disturbance took 
place. As far as my personal knowledge goes, both the days passed off 
quietly. 

In the evening of the 21st April. Babu Kedar Nath and Bal Mokand 
Schhar came to me and said that the Deputy Commissioner was coming 
to the Canal and desired to see some of the respectable gentry. He 
added there was eveiy probability of arrests being made, and that I 
should make arrangements for Diwan Gopal Lai, I replied that both of 
us wese innocent and there could be no question of our arrest. They 
said that Gopal Lai had already been informed, but did not pay any 
heed. It was better to insure safety by paying something in time. 
I sent for Gopal Lai who replied Jphat he was quite innocent and 
would not give money under such threats of arrests and intimidation. 

- On the morning of the 22nd, many people went to the Canal. 
We waited there till 12 noon for the Deputy Commissioner. When 
he arrived, he and the Superintendent of Police heard the report of 
Gopal Das Sub-Inspector in camera. He then enquired of the people 
of‘ Akalgarh whether Diwan Gopal Lai had interpreted the Rowlatt 
Bill. Diwan , Gopal Lai replied that he read it out from the newspaper. 
The Deputy Commissioner thereupon said that the City should pay 
as a penalty the cost of repairing the road from the Canal' to the ; 
Town, so that his motor might pass on easily. Leaving M. Saheb ' 
Khan, Revenue Officer, the party left for Hafizabad. 

At about 2 p. m, after taking our meals we assembled at the 
Town Hall to collect the penalty money. In the meanwhile, Sardar Nur 
pussain came and told me that the Reveniitei iCipi^r ; wanted my gun 
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and cartridges. I took my gun from my house and was proceeding 
towards the Dak Bungalow. On the way I learnt that the Sub- 
Inspector had gone to the Thana. 1 went to the Thana where I 'was 
told that he had gone to the Town. I folloWed him there. When I 
reached Ganesh Dass Pali’s house in Katra Koochran, I learnt that 
my brother Gopal Lai and D. Badri Nath had been arrested at the Town 
Hall, and Bulaki Ram Pali was arrested in Katra Koochra Bazar, 
Near Ganesh Dass^ house I produced my gun and cartridges before 
the Revenue Officer who ordered Chaudhri Gluilam Qadir to take 
them from me. With the Revenue Officer's permission I came 
back to the Town Hall much frightened with what I had seen* 
The penalty money was Rs. 1,500| but later on it was increased to 
Rs. 2,000. I was to pay Rs. 200 as my share which Kedar Nath 
paid on luy account. The receipt and account books are with me* j 

On 22nd April, Kedar Nath came to me at night and said, 
•^*The Chaudhries say that the smaller ones are entrapped, but the 
bigger ones remain, i, e, Gopal Lai is arrested, but Bansi Lai remains* ' 
He further said that they clearly wanted money and even if I 
had to pay Rs, 10,000, I should not hesitate. He then said that he 
would get the matter settled at Rs, 2,000, and I was compelled t® 
ask him to pay it on my account. 

On 28rd April, Kedar Nath came to me in the morning, and asked 
me to come down. When I came down, I found a Railway station 
Havaldar and a policeman there, who told me that the Revenue Officer 
wanted other ammunitions and a revolver. I took everything I had 
to the Thana and then to the Dak Bungalow and back again to the 
Thana. A receipt was given to me. Kedar Nath then came to me and 
said that he could arrange for Rs. 1,C00 only ; for the other Rs. 1,000 I 
must arrange myself. Accordingly, I borrowed 1,000 from another man 
and gave it to Kedar Nath who handed it over to Qhulam Qadir. About 
his own Rs. l,0o , Kedar Nath gave me his account book in which he 
had made the following entry against my name, viz. -f* 16th Raisa/cfe 
■ Rs. 1,0 ?0 for food etc'’. The Chaudhries then threatened me that the 
houses of us both would be searched and our property confiscated. 
Soon after a cavalry detachment came to our stable in the bazar, and 
we became tpite unnerved with the thought that the Chaudhries could 
do ;what they liked. The horsemen however went back, after making 
some more arrests. 

The Chaudhries however were not satisified with this, and every 
day they subjected me to new terrors. My brother-indaw, Pran Nath, 
v as brought from Gujrauwala and kept in the Akalgarh lock-up, but 
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was let off on 6tli May after identification. In presence Sirdar Iqbal 
Singh of Manchar was put into the lock-up by Ghulam Qadir under the 
Revenue Officer’s orders for refusing to give Mse evidence against D. 
Gopal Lai. In my presence Ghulam Qadir’s son-in-law, who had 
arrived there by the noon train, said that the Thanedar was enquiring 
about Iqbal Singh. The Revenue Officer reidied that if Iqbal Singh 
consented to give evidence, he would be let off. otherwise he would 
be clmllaned. 

Later on, I came to know that Iqbal Singh agreed to give false 
evidence and was let off at about 3 or 4 p. m. but was rearrested after 
some time and cliallaned. 

On the night of the 10th of May, it was proclaimed by a beat of 
drum that all people should assemble next morning at the Thana. 
After the people had waited for a considerable time, the Re%^enue 
Officer, the Thanedar, the Ohouclhries and Kanugo arrived and began 
to terrify the people saying, Whoever would not give evidence as 
desired, or whoever would appear as a defence witness and help the 
accused, would be treated very badly ”, Only half an hour was given 
to the witnesses for meals, and they were then taken to the Railway 
Station. The witnesses were taken to Lahore under Police guard. 
Next day they were produced before Martial Law Commission No. 2. 

On the 13th of May, after I had given my evidence, I was threatened 
with punishment for having stated in Court that there were party fac- 
tions at Akalgarh. I was already harassed and unnerved. I fell ill 
and had to remain in Lahore till the discontinuance of Martial L^w. 

On coming back from Lahore I learnt that a lot of money had been 
extorted from the people, who had been terrorized with the exhibition 
of rifles and machine guns. 

My brother Gopal Lai, along with a few other accused, remained 
in custody for 2 or 2|- months, and was let off on July 4th by Ghulam 
Hussain Khan, Honorary Magistrate. The result of all this trouble 
was that I developed carbuncles and had to spend a large sum of money 
on operations. 

On 20th October, I received a summons from the Deputy Com- - 
missioner requesting me to give evidence against Ghulam Qadiri^ " On 
this, Ghulam Qadir and Kedar Nath came to my workshop, opposite S . 
the Railway Station, and urged me not to say anything against the 
Ohoudhries. I said I would relate what I knew to be true. ; 
Kedar Nath and Mohd. Hussain begged of me many times at Guj- 
fanwala not to, give evidence against Ghulam It don’t know 

other trouble they could give us, , no enmity with any 
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one then, nor have I.any now. They said that the people wanted, me 
to be made an Honorary Magistrate, but that they would disgrace me 
and my family. In this way Ghulam Qadir used very abusive 
language against my family. 
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Ihe statement of Choudhry Fazal Dad, formerly Lamhardar, 
and Vice-President of the Notified Area, Ahalgarh. 


I appeared as a defence witness in the case Crown vs, Ishar Dass. 


I stated only that Ishar Dass had been living at Akalgarh for a year \ 
and a half or two years. Simply on this account Gopal Dass, Sub- 
Inspector of Police, Maharaj Kishan, Head Constable, and 
Khan, Zaildar Police, Akalgargb, instigated Ram Ohand Arora of Earn 
Nagar to get up a case and gave evidence against me in the Court of 
Mr. Wace, Assistant Commissioner, Gujranwala, on May 22nd, 1919, at 
Ram Nagar, and got me fined Rs. 500. All tho»e who came to give 
security for me were openly prevented from doing so by Malik Sahib 
Khan, Revenue Officer, Ghulam Qadir, Zaildar, and the above-named 
Sub-Inspector of Police. My son, Inayat Ali therefore deposited 
Rs. 500 as security at the Akalgarh Police Station. 

On May 26th, 1919, I was without any reason dismissed from 
Deputy Commissioner of Guiranwala, 
Mr.ORrien. I was not heard at all. I, therefore, on the same day, 
resigned my office of Vice-President of the Municipality which I had 
held for a long time, 

^ In the month of April, 1919, the Deputy Commissioner and the 
above-mentioned Revenue Officer came to Akalgarh. and got Rs. 1.800 
as a fine from Akalgarh people by force for the repair of the road frdfH r 

Only Rs. 700 or Rs. 800 were given to the 
. contmetor. People who were not of the labouring class were forced by ^ 

the,|ovenue Officer and the Zaildar to- work without any payment: ; 

Ram Saran Dass. head Lamhardar, and I were obliged to work for ) 

wo ays and nights. The money which was with Ghulam Qadir, ; 

Zaildar, was not spent, I do not know what happened to it. } 

In addition to all this, cavalry and infantry were brought to / 

a garh and a number of arrests made. All the people of the town 
le CO ec e at ihe Dak Bungalow and some machine guns and some 

, that the) should not appear as witnesses for the defence, and ought “ 
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to appear for the prosecution as desired by the Sub-Inspector of Police* 
I was prosecuted and punished simply on account of niy contraYenlnf;^ 
this instruction of theirs. 
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The statement of Vasu Deo, son of Pandit Devi Da.% medical 
practitioner y Akalgarhf District Gnjranwala. 

I was not at all present at any of the alleged occurrances at Akal- 
garh on the 14th of April. On the 23rd at about 5 p. m , I was sitting 
in my shop. It was the same day on which the city was surrounded 
by the Military. The Thanedar, with four other constables, came to 
my shop and told me to close the shop and accompany him. I closed 
the shop and followed them. He asked me to point him out the houses 
of some people and 1 did so. Until nightfall, when he had sent the 
arrested persons to the Thana, he kept me with him at the Thana 
with other people. At about 12-30 in the night, I was called aside and 
was forced to implicate Bishen Das, Sohan Singh and others and to give 
evidence against them. I was told that if I would not do it, I would 
he cJiallaned^ I refused to give false evidence and I had to sleep 
that night in the Thana. Pressure was put on me repeatedly for 
giving false evidence. But when I did not consent, the people of 
Akalgarh were asked to implicate me. Nobody however identified - me 
and hence some Railway porters who came as prosecution witnesses were 
made to identify me. For 10 days I was kept in the Akalgarh Jail and 
then challaned to Lahore. Haveli Ram and Balwant Rain named 
me, because they were very severely beaten. They implicated me out 
of fear, I was acquitted by the Lahore Tribunal. I did not take 
part in any of the disturbances, but was challaned simply because 
I refused to give false evidence against people, as the police wanted. 
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The statement of ‘L'xla, Tara Chand Pasi, age years, 
banker of Ballolci, Ahilgark. 

. 

During the days of Martial Law, on the morning of the 19 ih of. May, 
1919, 1, was sitting with my minor son Ohuni Lai, near a well to collect ’ 
wheat from a tenant when Sirdar Khan, Zaildar Police, Ghulam; Qadir, . 
Zaildar Ilaqa appeared with a constable, Mahrs^ l£i^e4f at once 
handcuffed my son and myself without any. j arrested 
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one of my tenants whose name is Mohamad Husain who had once given 
evidence against Sirdar Khan in a case of mine. They brought us 
to Akalgarh and put us into the lock-up. Till the arrival of my 
brother Ganesh Das, they continued to abuse me. My brother came 
in the evening and he too was put into the lock-up. Next morning 
we were produced before the Revenue Officer at Ramnagar who 
threatened us. I was kept at Ramnagar till the 22nd of May, 1919, tod 
was brought back to Akalgarh at 7 p. m. At night my uncle, Maya 
Ram, aged 75 or 80 years, was called and threatened that he wmuld 
also be smt to the lock-up on the following morning, if he did not 
give Rs, 4,000 for Ganesh Das^s and Bolaqi llamas release. His entrea- 
ties were to no purpose. At last they came down to Rs. 2,000. He 
was detained till 1 1 p. m and then allowed to return home. In the 
morning, a constable named Sadaq was again sent to call him, 
Es. 1,165 were realised at the Police Station through Harnarain and' 
Rs. 835 from my uncle direct. All the I|eople who were in the locte^iip 
saw it. One of them was Sohan Lai Asereja, banker and income-tax 
payer. 

On the 23rd of May, 1919, Ganesh Das was challaned, I was 
produced before the Deputy Commissioner after being kept in the 
lock-up for 24 days, when they set me free as Martial Law had been 
removed. I was perfectly innocent. Sirdar Khan, Zaildar Police and 
Rahmat Khan Zaildar and Sardar Khan were my enemies on account 
of the fact that they had not paid the debt they owed to me. They 
insulted me. All ill treated me. 


The statement of Ram Sarau Dass, aged 60 years, RvrDeputy 
Lambardar of Akalgarh. 


In the meeting held in April, Dewan Gopal Lai read from the 
newspapers that Satgagraha was to be adopted, and accordingly the 
shops were closed the next day. The Deputy Commissioner came to 
tha canal side later.on, and demanded a sum of Rs. 1,500 from the 
people for the construction of the road. The amount was collected and 
and handed over the same day. The same day, Gopal Lai, Master 
Sant Singh, and Baiaqi Ram Pasi were arrested, disgraced and put in 
the look-up. Afterwards a good number of arrests was made under 
Martial Law. Guns and machine guns were fired from morning 
till 12 o'clock, but the people of the town did not go out to see them. 
Ghulam Qadir, Zaildar, came to the town and threatened the people a 
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good deal, and the people had to go to see the guns and the machine 
guns. One Mr. Bej Nath had to give Rs. 800 in my presence to 
obtain his release. The above-named Ghulam Qadir pressed him 1o 
give the money. Dewan Herblas also gave the sum of Es. 300 to 
Dewan Siri Ram, to obtain the release ot his son. He was not 
released, but was sentenced to imprisonment for one year. The 
Deputy Commissioner came to Akalgarh and ordered Fazaldad, 
Lambardar and myself to give security^ and we gave it. 

The same day both cf us were dismissed. We both worked for 
two days to get the road repaired. 

The following is the translation of the order of dismissal dated 7th ^ 
May, 1919 : — We do not want this kind of Deputy Lambardar, nor do 
we like him. Therefore it is ordered that the Deputy is dismissed and' 
Hari Ram should himself do the Lambardari 
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The statement of Gopal Lai Chopra of Akalgarh, 


On the 6th of April, 1919, a Hartal was observed by the town 
people without any instigation from anybody. I went to my factory 
of Saltpetre at about 11 a, m,, and saw that the whole of the town^ 
had observed a Hartal; and a meeting was convened by tlie people 
at the old tank, near the Akalgarh Town. I also attended the meeting 
and was elected to the chair. People wished to be enlightened about 
theRowlatt Act, and it was read out and translated to them. A 
resolution praying to His Majesty for its cancellation was passed, 
and a telegram to the effect was sent to the ■ Viceroy. On the 14th and 
15th I was away, and • therefore could not see what happened. I 
afterwards learned that a few telegraph wires were cut, and the 
crowd formed itself into a procession and shouted '^Mahatma Qandhiki ‘ 
but did no mischief at all On the 16th of April, I was at ' 
Wazirabad and observed the way in wiiich the arrests were made 
at Wazirabad by the Deputy Commissioner. Cavalry was guarding 
the two motor cars which carried the Deputy Commissioner and otlier 
ofBcials, and the police-guard also, with the arrested people, someof wlioiii 
were highly respected persons of the town. All of them were taken ' 
through the town in a procession with the view uf iotimidatincr 

o 

the public. 
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Oil the 22nd of April, we were ordered to meet the Deputy Com- 
missioner at the Oanal-bvidge on his way to Haiizabad at 8 a. m. We 
had to wait for him there for full five hours, when at Ip.m., he 
arrived; and after some private consultation witli the Police ThamdaT 
(vSub-Inspector of Police), he said that although much damage had 
not been done, still some wires had been cut and, therefore, as a sufficient 
punishment, he said that the road from the bridge to tlie town which 
was bad might be repaired. Tlie "R-evenue Assistant, on his arrival at 
the town for arranging to collect money, sent for the respectable 
persons of the town, and arrested me and Diwan Badri Nath (who was 
tried before the Commission and sentenced to one year^s imprisonment, 
and Rs. I0'3,fiae), The Revenue Assistant took us round the town to 
expose us to the public gaze. On the 23rd of April, 1919, we were 
removed to the Jail and kept there for two months. When Martiai 
Law was abolished some 10 or 12 days after, we were let off oh 
and tried by the ordinary courts and discharged for want of evidenc 
against us. 

I was arrested because I refused to pay money which the Revenue 
Assistant, M. Sahib Khan, demanded from me as a bribe through 
the Zaildars, Ohaudhries, Ghiilam Qadirand Sirdar Khan. While I 
was in Jail, they received from my 1 ‘elatives. as a bribe, a sum of 
H.S. 5,000 for me and Els. 1,000 for my brother-in-law. 

The Chaudliaries had been doing all this to fill their own pockets 
and those of the Revenue Assistant and the Thanedar, 
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The stob'emnnt of Eulaqi Ram 3Pasi, weiijhing-mun of Akalgar. 


'’■ 'I, . , 


My brothers, Tara Chand and Ganesh Da,s, have been on inimical 
terms for the last three or four years with Ghulaiii Qadir, the Zaildar of 
; the f /toga; and the Zaildar of the Police Tirana, Akalgarh, is Ghulam 
Qadit’s relation. My brother, Tara Chand, took out several attacliments 
from the Civil Court against the Zaildar of the Police Tirana and my 
brother, Gairesh Das, gave evidence against the Zaildar, Ghulain Qadir 
in Civil and Criminal cases on several occasions. They, therefore, 
utilised the Martial Law regime to take vengeance. They also got me 
arrested by Malik Khan, the Revenue Officer, who was a relation of 
theirs on the- 2'^ud of April, when I was standing at a butcher’s shop. I 
was quite innocent ; but on account of the old animosity with my brother, 
they got me arrested, I was acquitted bn 4-7-19 after Martial Lawf?:: 
was withdrawn. 
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342 

The statement of Ram Lai, age 15 years^ son of Belt Ram Manchmda^ 
' a student of Crosse D, B. High School, Akalgarh^ 


During the days of Martial Law, on the evening of the 23rd of 
April, I was at my house, when a Police Havaldar arrested me. He 
rebuked my uncle, Ralya Ram, and threatened him that he would be 
shot. I was taken to the Police Station and kept in custody, I 
remained in the Central Jail, Lahore, for 14 days, and at last, when on 
the 13th of May, 1919, I was found innocent by the Summary Court 
Martial, I was released. I reached Akalgarh on the 15th of 1919. 
The School Staff was ordered to attend at the Dak Bungalow at 
11 o^clock in the morning. A gun was fired. I went to the Dak 
Bungalow with the School Staff as I was ordered. The Military men 
who were iii the Dak Bungalow told us, tliat we all would be shot down 
like a tin standing near by wliich was their target. They further 
added that, if they wished, they C'-iild bombard the whole town. I 
had not attended any meeting, nor taken any part in the cutting of tha 
wires, I wus* quite innocent. 


343 - 344-345 

Statement of Nanah Chand, son of Ditta Mall, Confectioner of 
Akalgarh, District Gujranwala, aged 40 years. 

I was a prosecution witness in the case of King Emperor versus 
Gopal Lai. I was called to the lhana and was asked to give evidence 
against Gopal Lai and the five accused but I refused to give false 
evidence. Therefore I was made to stand in the sun for half an hour 
and then presented before the Revenue Assistant in the evening. He 
abused me outright. Then I consented to give false evidence. The 
Revenue Assistant told me that I would be shot if I did not give 
evidence against the accused. I gave a statement to dictation. In court 
I gave the true evidence. I saw myself people of the town being 
called out occasionlly and threatened that they would be shot if they did 
not give evidence against the accused, or if they sided with the accused 
they would be punished. 

On the 1st or 2nd of Jaith (Hindi month) people were forced to 
assemble at the Dak Bungalow and those who refused to do so were 
beaten Ganga Ram Tapassi, Ganpat Rai IlamW^di and others were 
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amongst those beaten by the Zaildar and the Police. A display of 

machL gun fire then took place, also shell 

cannon shots were discharged. We were told that if we failed to comp y 
with their orders, we would be shot and the town bombarded. I was 
obliged to supply to Military Officers, milk free of charge, 

346 

The statement of tala Ganesh Das Pasi, son of Har Bhagwan, 
KImM, QTCkin merchant, Akalgarh, District Ovgranwala, 

I owned grain stores in the city of Akalgarh. We are ^ree 
brothers, two are elder than myself, named Tara Ohand and Bulaki 
All of us were residents of the same Mohalla. I had gone out to the 
station on April 20th. On my return home on the 21st of May. I was 
told that warrants had been issued against me and my two brothers. 
The latter had already been arrested. On the warrant being shown to 
me I went to the Tirana, where I was detained for 2 days. On May 
M.my u;°leU.y.Kam™ seat fo, at the Than, by Malik ^,b 
Khan Noor, Revenue Assistant, and was told by him that if he did not 
pay Rs. 4,000, all of us would be punished. My uncle told him that 
L eonid not afford to pay the sum. It was thereupon reduced and 
Rs 2000 was handed to the Revenue Assistant by my uncle in 
my’ presence at the Thaua. The money was paid in the presence ot 
Sohan Lai who was under arrest then. My uncle had a deposit of 
Rs. 1 165 with Messrs. Shankar Das Har Narain. who paid a hundi 
of Rs. 1 100 and Rs. 65 cash. He added to the amount Rs. 835 from 
his* own pocket. This sum of Rs. 2,000 was handed to the Revenue 
Officer and the Zaildars, Ghulam Qadir and Sardar Khan, and Sub- 
Inspector Gopal Das. I was sent to the J udicial lock-up at Qujranwalla, 
where I remained for one mouth and one day, and was then let out on 
June 2lst on hail by Khan Ghulam Hussain Khan, Magistrate, Ist Class, 
who trie,! the case from July 1st to 4th aud finally discharged all oE us. 

On May 23id, my property and house at Akalgarh were confiscated 
under .the pretext that I had been an absconder. Although I have been 
acquitted, my property has not yet been restored to me. 

- On August 1st I applied to the District Magistrate, and the inquiring 
Magistrate, praying for the release of my property, who ordered its release, 
but° the order has not yet been given effect to. There is no order on 
record/regarding the forfeiture of property. On July 16th, I informed, by 
wire from Wazirabad, and on July 18th by post, Ghulam Husain Khan, 
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the District Magbtrate wlio luici tried niy cpa that my property wm 
confiscated ou July 4tU and had not, been released* !so reply has 
however been rec:iived by me. On the 19th, I was told verbull}' by the 
Deputy ComiTiissioner that an order had been is.sueil for tln^ release of 

.■■.my ■■property* ■■■"■■■■ ■ 

347 

The additional datement of Ganesh Has Pasi, non of 
Har Bhagwav, 

I had been working for some time in the firm of Messrs. Shanker 
Das and liar Narain. A Hartal was observed on April Gih in the city. 
There was a meeting at ihe truik in the evening, but I did not attend 
it. I remained at my shop. I was given to understand that Dewan 
Gopal Das was elected Chairman of the meeting and Sheik Noor 
Hussain was the Secretury. Another Hartal took place on April 14th^ 
but it was not a complete //a/r/oA Several shops, besides the one in 
which I was employedi remained open. On the night of the 15th vi 
April,, soma men who were returning from the Baisakhi Mda on 
foot on account of the suspension of train Hcrviee, cut telegraph wires 
at a distance of one mile from the town. On the 22nd of April the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mr. O’Brien# ■came and sumiaoDod certain per-* 
sons to the canal, and told them that he was sorry that some damage ' 
had been done at Akalgarh too. He also said that as the road was not in 
order he could not go to the City and im|X)sed a fine of Rs. 2,000 ou’ 
the people of Akalgarh, He then left for Hafimbad. Mian Malik Sahib 
,i;, Khan, Revenue Officer, has very intimate connection with Ghuiam Qadir, 
the Zaiidar of the place, and Sardar Khan, Zaildar Police. Gludam 
Qadir, Zaildar and Sardar Khan, Zaildar were appointed to look after 
the affairs. These two men were anti-Hindu, They prepared a list of 
the people who were to be arrested and began the anvsts. Accordingly, 
after the departure of the said OHicer from Hafizabaid, two hours were, 
given as a time limit to pay up the fine. Hardly an hour had imssed 
when the Revenue Officer along with the Sub-Insj'e'/tor of Police at 
Akalgarli and the sa’d two Zuildvrs arreued Dewan Gopd Das and ' 
Dewan Badri Nath* At the sum j time tliey arrested my brother Bolaki 
Ram on 22-449 without any cause, e^ceept that the two Zatldars 
had enmity for a long time widi my brother 14ra ^'handi They 
wanted t{> arrest me also, and for this purpose they i-ent Mazar Moham- 
ma'hson of Ghulun Qadir and son-indaw of Sardar Khan to me.' 
He* with a gun on his shonller, went straight into my house* Two 
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days before, a daaghter had been born to me, bat he did not mind it. 
He began bo scold my wife straight, inspite of the fact that she was in 
trouble. I had been away in the Jamm,u State since the 20ih of 
April. I had absolutely no information about the arrests. In the 

meanwhile, they went on arresting people , but released some of them 
after getting money. Accordingly, on the 19-5-19 they arrested my 
brother Tara Chand along with my nephew who lived in a village four 
Ko% from Akalgarh, They were arrested on the ground that they 
were hiding me. It was absolutely false. The real cause was that 
they had filed a suit against both Sard ir Khan, Zaildar Police and 
Ghulam Qadir and had taken out attachment of the decree. * jte? 
doing my business I returned to Akalgarh. On my arrival I 
to know that both of my brothers and my nephews had already b 
arrested and that they were on the look out for my arrest. I went 
straightway to the Thana ab about 5 in the evening. The Munshi put 
me in the lock-up. The Thanedar and the Havaldar were not 
there. Early in the morning on 22-5-19 I, along with my brother Tara 
Chand, his son and another man who was with them, was produced 
before Malik Sahib Khan at Earn fTagar. Sahib Khan abused me and 
told the Hawaldar that he had no time and he should take us back 
to be brought again. On 22-5-19 Ghulam Qadir, Sardar Khan 
and the Revenue Officer sent for my uncle who is 73 — 80 years old. 
They abused him and told him that his terra was also come, and that 
the only alternative was to pay Rs. 4,000 for Ganesh Das and Bulaki 
Earn. He wept and protested, but in vain. In short, they kept him 
till 1 1 in the night, and said that they would not accept less than 
Rs. 2,000, Early in the morning my uncle sent his grandson Sita 
Earn to the market where Ganesh Das worked. There I had Rs. 1,165 as 
deposit He took Har Narain, the owner of the shop, to the Thana Har 
Narain said that he had no money in cash then. Accordingly, on 23-5-19 
at 9 o’clock he, at the Thana in the presence of the Revenue Officer and 
the said two Zaildar s, drafted a hundi for Es. 1,100 on Bulaki' Ram 
Dina JTath with whom Ghulam Qadir and others had already deposited 
their money, and abo paid Rs, 65 cash. Then they asked me to pay 
Rs. 835 and sent Rahamat Khan (son of one of them ) along with my 
uncle. The money was paid at the Thana. They ehallaned me to 
Gujranwala on 23*6-19, but we were not produced till 20-6-19 in the 
court. At last on 21-6-19 I was released on the bail bond of my brother, 
and after being 24 days in the lock-up, was produced before the Magis- 
trate and was discharged from there. When I reached home I found it 
locked. I came to know that the Police, after my Gkalan^ had locked-up 
J applied on 25-6-19 to the court of 'Khan Ghulam Hiiasak. 






V 



473 


Akalgarh-No. 847 & 348. 


The prayer for the release of the property was ®ade on the 4th of July 
al». 1 t«Ugt.phed to the Cpoly Oomm..e.omr oo 
no reply. Ou 18-7-19 I submitted a registered applieatioa I0 tm Irial 
Maaistrate. After waiting for another 12 days, I applied for the thir 
time on 1-8-19 to the trial Magistrate who ordered the release of my 
property. The original order of confiscation was not forbhoamm|:. 
On ] 9-8-19. the Deputy Commissioner passed an order of release of my 
property. On 7-9-19, two months and four days after my release, the 
order for the release of my property was given effect to. On 
17-9-19 I sent an application to His Honour requesting that Rs. 2,000 
which had been taken from my uncle by force, should be given back. A 
telegram was also despatched to His Honour to the effect that without 
any orders my house had been locked up and' in spite of my release no 
order was given to raise the attachment of the house. It was also mentioned 
that I was prosecuted under Sections 384/.342 of the Indian Penal Code 
by Ghulam Qadir and Savdar Khan and that sanction be granted to 
proceed against the Revenue Officer, as he is a Government servant, 
Lder section 197 of the Criminal Procedure Code. But His Honour 
never condescended to reply. An application was also sent to Pandit 
Malaviya at Simla, on 19-5-19 requesting him to pub a question with 
regard to my case in the Council But he also remained silent. I was 
quite innocent. 
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r/ie statement of Har Gopal, son of Dewan Earn Okand, Kfiatri, 
Ohopra, Ahalgarh. 


The Thanedar of Akalgarh summoned me to the Thana and said 
that Bishambar Dass and Ikbal Nath wanted me to appear as a 
defence witness iu their case, and that if I gave evidence against the 
police he would be hard upon me. The Thanedar took a recognizance 
from me, and said that I must he in Lahore on the 12th and the 13th 

of May. He again summoned me on the 11th of May, and said that 

as I must go with him I should go to Thana at 9, after taking my 
meal. Other witnesses and I reached the Thana at about 10. The 
Thanedar, Havaldar and some constables then took us to the passenger 
shed of the Railway Station. When on the Station platform, he said, 
that he would not leave a single soul at Akalgarh. We felt the threat, 
but kept quiet on account of feai’. When the train arrived he put ua in 

i^. At Wazirabad, he and his epnsbaWes did not allow as to go 
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The statement of Maya Ram Pasi, aged 75 years, son oj, 
Mool Singh, Khatri Pasi AhAgarh. 


During the days oi Martial Law, on 
the arrests were being 
Sant Singh’s house to arrest him. 

arrested my nephew, Bulaqi Ram, and were in 

who was at Jammu. Ghulam Qadir’s son 
a son-in-law of Sardar Khan of Police went 
Ds^, whose wife had given birth to 
days before. He kept rebuking 

speak. On the 2:ird of May, they came to, arrest my gr 
Singh, but he was at Nurpur to join a marriage, 
looked my house and made a search, 
arrest Rattan Singh and after keeping him for 8 day- 


made, the police officials came to Master 
He was not at home. They had 
search of Ganesh Das 
Nazar Mohammad who is 
into the house of Ganesh 
a daughter two or three 
Ganesh Das’s wife, but she did not 
•andson Rattan 
They forcibly 
They sent one policeman to 
's in custody sent 
called to the Police Station, 
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HarNarainpaidR..6.5mcp8htoGhulam asdir in my pr€«n« 

and for the balance of Rs 835 , Sardar Khan sent his son Rahmafc Khan 
with me to my house. I then went with Rs. 8-35 to Police Station and 
gave the sum to Ghulam Qadir, Sardar Khan and Revenue Offi.Jcr in 
the presence of Sohna Mai, Eawija Ram of XJagar who was at that time 
m the Police custody. 
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The statement of Sardar Iqbal Singb. of Sardar Khvshal 
Singh, of Ma,whor, TeJisil Wozirahad. 


In the evening of the 5th May, 1919, 1 was called by the jjolice 
at Akalgarh village ; and when I reached there 1 was told to come 
again next morning. I went again to the Police Station next morning. 
The Police Inspector and the Revenue Officer were at the Dak Bungalow 
where some other people were also present. On my arrival there, they 
enquired of me if I would give evidence. I replied that I would not tell 
a lie. In reply they said, “ Well, if you would not tell a lie, you should 
also join others.” On the 6th of May I was put into the police lock-up. 
Benarsi accused was also in the lock-up. At about 4 in the afternoon 
I was released and Lala Gopal Das, Sub-Inspector, told me to 
ponder over the matter once again and that'! would have to give 
evidence. 

On the 15th of May, a warrant was issued against me, and I was 
arrested on the 16th May, handcuffed and sent to’ the police lock-up. 
I remained in custody till the ITth, and on the 18th sent over to 
Cnjranwala. where I was kept for the night. On the 19th, I was 
put in Jail till the 2 1st June 1919, and was released on bail of 

Rs. 1,000. 

On the first July I was produced in Court and was discharged on 
the 14th of July 1919. 
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The statement o/Diwaa Govind Bam» soiiof JDkvati Ram 
Ohand, Bowcar {Banker) and land-owner of Akalgarh, 


On April 22nd, 1919, in the morning, we assembled at the Canal 
bridge as ordered by the Deputy Commissioner and stayed there till he 
arrived there in the afternoon. The people had nothing to eat or 
drink since the morning. The Deputy Commissioner consulted the 
Superintendent of Police for about an hour and then proclaimed under 
Martial Law, that the people of Akalgarh Isake upon theras^lifif, 

the work of repairing the road from the bjddge to the town, and make 
it fit ifor motor- driving. A" sum of Bd. was collected from the 
reepedtable people of the town/ Another sum of Rs. 300 was collected 
' n^t week, ' Out of . all this money which was given to the Revenue 
tlKc^ byL. Kedar Nath, Municipal Commissioner, only Es. 300 or 
'BaAoO were spent. It is not known where the rest of the money 

On May 6th, 1919, Iqbal Singh was asked to give evidence against 
Diwan Gopal Lai, when under compulsion he consented. The 
Mumtaz Husain, Euldu Singh, Walait Ali Shah, Sunder Singh and 
Ladba Mai Arora were made to consent to give evidence in the 
same case. 

On May 10th, 1919, the Revenue OfiScer proclaimed to the people 
who had, by his order, as'sembled at the Dak Bungalow that if any one 
was found helping the accused in any way without the consent or the 
’ permission of the Police, he would be dealt with as one of the accused. 
Then I and malny others were prevented from going to the town, and 
were hot allowed to proceed till the guns, as he smd, had been fired 
. near the Railway line. , , ■ > • < . 

On June 6th, 1919, the Revenue Officer sent for mq through a 
constable, saying that if I failed to come I should be dealt with 
according to the law. I found the children' of Diwan Qopal Lai at the 
Dak Bungalow entreating the Revenue Officer. I was dismissed at 
once, and was asked to present myself early next morning, which I did. 

I was then asked to come in the evening. I was then told bv 


mi 




Qhuhm Kadir Zaildar that I had mpmUA or mm about to roporl 
agaiBst him to the highef authorities. •' I said I had done notliiiig of 
the sort* On this the Keirenne Offioat told m© that if I was wntem- 
plating any such actioni they would deal with me severely* 
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The statement of Balwant, son of Jhmda Bingk rmidemt of 
Akalgarht Mstrici Qujmnwala. 


I witnessed the Hartal of the I4tli April, 1919, to protest against 
the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and to request for his release* It was 
observed just as in other places and was quite voluntary* A procession 
started from the town and shouting * Mahatma Ghandi ki Jai \ and passed 
out of tl\e town* No harm was done to anybody* It was simply a 
demonstration for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act and for the release of 
Mahatma Gandhi. No improper action or intimidation was there* On 
the 15th of jipril, telegraph wires were cut by some unknown persons. 
Nothing happened till the 22nd of April, when the Deputy Commissioner 
came to the town and the gentry was ordered to assemble at the Canal 
to meet him. On their return at about 4 p, m., the Revenue Officer 
Malik Sahab Khan arrested some of the persons, among whom were Di wan 
Gopal Lai and Diwau Badri Nath. They were paraded through the 
town and the ba7.ar with handcuifs on. On the 23rd, a cavalry was called 
and more arrests were made including a number of boys, an<l they were 
all put into the lock-up. On the 25t.h of April, I was sitting at the shop 
of rny teacher LalaKirpaRam Sachhdevat Katra Kochran, when a police 
constable came to call me. It ^vas about 5 j). ni. I accompanied him to 
that the Kotwali and was detained there till 8 p.m* I was asked us to 
what I saw on the Hartal day* I told the whole truth, On this, Constable 
Feroz Khan gave me a beating by the order of the Sub-Inspector, I said 
that I was speaking the truth, hut would not say anything they required* 
OhowdhriSardar Khan and Gluilam Qadir Zaildars levelled a rifle at me, 
and said that they woiiid shoot me if I did not say what they wanted. 
They wanted me to give evidence against certain persons, that they had 
cmfe the wires, burnt the bridge and broken 'the signal giasaes. I wm much 
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threatened and out of fear said that I was wEling to say what they wanted. 

, . ■ ! 

I was kept in ih^Kotwali that night, and was not allowed to take food, or 
oonverse with any of the arrested boys. At 7 a. m* on the 16 th April, I was 
taken to Ahmednagar to the Court of Chaudhri Karam Ullah Sahib 
for making my statement. I did' just what he wanted me to do. On my 
way I was constantly . threatened with pointed pistols by Chaudhri 
Sardar Khan and Lala . Pindi Das, Railway Hawaldar. Ohaudari 
Karam Ullah Sahib objected to their prompting me in court and 
suggesting me the names ; but Chaudhri Sardar Khan replied that as 
I did not remember my statement I had to be reminded of it. We 
returned at 2 p. m. I was not allowed any food. For some lime t wa» 
sent in charge of Abdullah Constable to my bouse to take food, 
and was kept the whole day and night in the K.otw(di<, On the 28th 
April, I was allowed freedom on executing a recognizance of Rs, 200 
toiise present when called. A few days after, I was sent to Hafizabad, 
^ere my statement was again taken down by the Police Superin- 
%endent along with those of other witnesses. A few witnesses were 
produced before the Deputy Commissioner to make statements. From 
there, we had to come back on foot without food. We were wanted on 
the 1 1th of May to give evidence at Lahore, and were ordered to present 
ourselves at the Kulhaliah Dak Bangalow at 7 o’clock in the morning. We 
waited there for the return of the Revenue Officer from Ramnagar, till 
10 a, m. On his return we were told that if anybody gave evidence 
against the prosecution or in favour of the accused persons, be would be 
treated as if he was an accused person and that the town would 
be bombarded under Martial Law. The prosecution and defence 
. Witnesses were called to the Kotwali and ordered to reach the station 
immediately after taking food. They had to carry the luggage of the 
Police Sub-Inspectors and Zaildars to the station. Haveli Ram, witness, 
and myself were persistently told to name the station servants and 
gangmen, but when the station-master and some gang men were willing 
to give evidence, they were let off. Chaudhri Sardar Khan often told 
me that if I only gave evidence and a sum of Rs. 100 my name would be 
taken out from the list of the accused. At Lahore, the Commission 
Officers warned me of my oath and wanted me to tell the whole 
truth. We then spoke out all that was true. The Sub-Inspector looked 
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very angry and displayed great , rag^*, He asked for permission to 
prosecute me for giving false evidence, but failed. When I was going 
through the Anarkali Bazar, the Sub-Inspector tindi Das and Sardnr 
Khan met me and threatened me with severe punishment for not 
giving the evidence as they wanted. They threatened my arrest and 
wanted me to tell them the time of the train in which I was going to 
Akalgarh. I went to Gnjranwala in a cart and from there 1 was 
coming with my sister, when, on the 14th of May on our way near the 
GausAafo, ! Was arrested by Firoz Khan, ajd Abdullai Constables. I 
was handcuffed and my sister returned to Gnjranwala with her 
husband. I was taken along when they went to arrest Haveli Earn who 
was arrested at Talwandi. We were both brought to Akalgarh at 
5 p. m. ’on 16th of May. The D. 0. was there. I was produced before 
him. The D. C. directed that we should be produced before the date 
of our arrival which was May 22, and that of Haveli Ram, May 21. On 
the 17th of May, we were sent to Hafizabad, and again produced before 
the D. 0. The D. 0. ordered that we should be paraded and shown in 
the town, and it should be proclaimed that as we did not give evidence 
for the Government, we were to be thus punished. Next morning 
on being produced before the D, C., we wore ordered back to 
Akalgarh. 

We were there in custody up to the 20th. Haveli Earn was taken 
to Wazirabad on the 20th of May. I was produced before Mr. Wace at 
Eamnagar on the morning of the 22nd. On the evidence of Kami 
Ilahi,' Honorary Magistrate by whom my statement had been taken down, 
I was, without recording my statement or allowing an opportunity 
to produce my defence, sentenced to a fine of Es. 20U and 12 
stripes. 

The fine was instantly realized, but the flogging was administered 
on the 24th at Wazirabad. 

I forgot to mention that when I was arrested I was told to name 
Dewan Bansi Lai and Manga Singh as men who had instigated me not 
to give evidence, but I refused to do so as it was not true. 
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The statement of Diwan Sri Ram, eon of Biwm Sant Ram, 
Glwpra, resident of Akalgarh, District Gnjranwala. 



I am a Muaicipal Commissioner of Akalgarh, district Gujranwala. 

•On 6th April, there was an ordinary Hartal. A few men assembled at 
the old tank in the evening, and Diwan Gopal Lai was proposed and 
elected president of the meeting. Diwan Gopal Lai read out from an 
English paper and translated it into Urdu explainip^ Bowlatt ‘ 

S. Nur Hussain was the secretary of the resolution win* 

passed, praying His Majesty for ite tep^ Anil tiMe^am sent to 
the iTiceroy. The Sub-Inspector’ of Akal^airh, S. Sardar Khan, Zaildar 
Bur Bux Singk and many oihe^ were also present at the 
g, , The proceedings were orderly, and no seditious or disloyal 
es were made/' The meeting lasted for an hour. After the 


ing all left for their homes. I was not present at the meeting. 

On April 14th, Szrifiai! was observed in the city but not in the 
andi. Some boys and a few persons passed through the bazars, 
•sbouting * Mahatma Gandhi hi Jai* and went towards the station and 
the Mandi. Badri Das, Gokal Chand and Bishambar Das and 
some others were also with them. There was nothing objectionable 
happened. They after their round returned to the city. It be- 
came known that a mail train would pass the station that day and it 
might stop there as well. The mail train came about 4 p, m. Many 
boys and people of the Mandi went to see the train, but no damage 
' was done to the train and it passed away safely* After this another 
train arrived at 5 p. m, and Bishan Das, Sohan Singh and many 
others returned by that from the Baisakhi Fair at Wazirabad. 
People generally spoke of Gujranwala aud Wazirabad incidents, i. e., 
burning of Gujranwala Station and cutting of wires, but Bisban Das 
and Sohan Singh made no mention at all of those occurrences. The 
Sub-Inspector, Police Station, Akalgarh, was present when the train 
came. The people and the boys shouting Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai 
returned to the city. There was no private meeting held, nor was 
anything done to cause breach of the peace nor was any damage to, 
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'property# By way of a cooferivaoce to iocufo tuy ovidtoco# il wa« «imc 1 
ttatlmadea speech agaiost the Qmemmmt in the wtriilop ©f 
Lala Kidar Nath, hu% there is really no foundation for it The Poliei 
pot undue pressure on me and told me that if I woiilii aot giw 
■evidence as desired, I also would be arrested under Matlial IiaW* 
I asked them as to what evidence I should givoi and they replied that 
I should implicate the following persons, Badri Natli»Bis!ma 
•Ookal Chand, Sohan Singh, Bishambar Das, Isliar Das, and that fuflti#? 
I should say that these six were the leaders and that they di«gr«^ 
myself and Beli Ram in Kedar Nath’s workshop, and that these peopte 
forced me to close the workshop saying I would otherwise be toyeotted* 
The workshop however was closed owing to tlie labourers having i^ona 
to the fair at Wajzirabad and nobody in fact disgraced us# The police 
wanted them to be implicated owing to old enmity with them# If I had 
refused to give evidence I would have also been arrc.\sted like Ohowdliri 
Fazal Dad, Balwant, Haveli and others# I therefore consented to give 
evidence and then I was let off. Sundar Das, son of Biilaki Ilam Man 
Chand, gave a list of names to the police through Sardar Khan. I da 
not know what names were in it* 

On 16th April, 1919, 1 was called to the Tlrnna and was forthwil|i 
told that I was also one of the mob and kept there til! 9 o’clock in th# . 
night, I said in reply that the Sub-Inspector was present on all occasioai 
.*«hd if something had happened against the Government he could at once 
^ arrest the culprits. At that time Oh. Ghulam Qadir Zaiidar, Sardar 
Khan, S. Nur Hussain, were also present in the Thana. From their 
talk I could gather that those people wanted to tfUke tliat upportunity 
to avenge themselves on their enemies and so they wanted to threaten 
me to name them also. In my presence they made a list of th# 
following persons and styled them as leaders, rfo., Gopal Lai, Badri 
Natb,GaneshDas, Buiaki Ram, Inayat Hussain, M. Sant Singh. It 
was suggested that these people should be charged for bringing about 
the -ETartaZ forcibly, for hidding meetings and inciting people againat 
the Government etc. Ghulam Qadir then went away to the Revepii# 
'Officer. I asked permission to go home but was told that permiasibft'' ' 
would be given only on the condition that I ' would not stir m% ot 
. Akalgarh because it vras possible that I mi^bt have to be arw^iafjfc/i 
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not giving the evidence as desired, I promised not to go out and 
was given leave to go home. For two days I was not called. On the 
third day, u 6., 21st April 1919, Ghulam Qadir Zaildar told me that the 
Deputy Commissioner, the Superintendent of Police and the Revenue 
Officer would come to the Canal next morning and that the gentry had 
to he present there. Accordingly, on 22ad April, 1919, all the people 
gathered there at 10 a. m., and the Deputy Commissioner arrived in a 
motor car. For about an hour Gopal Das was reading quietly to Deputy 
Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police the list of the persons 
prepared by Sundar Das, son of Bulaki Ram. After this the Deputy 
Commissioner told the citizens that the road from the Canal to the Oity^ 
was in a very bad condition and bis motonwx could not go, so the 
should be realized at once for its repairs.. The Revenue Officer was 
ordered to carry the orders at once. Then he asked Gopal Lai to say 
he considered of the Rowlatt Act and how he interpreted to 
'^e people. He replied that he only read it out from an English 
paper and that a telegram was sent to the Viceroy for its withdrawal. 
The Deputy Commissioner said that he was very sorry that we had 
done it. He ordered ihe Thanedar to investigate the matter. The 
Deputy Commissioner then went to Hafizabad and the people returned 
to the town. The Revenue Officer and Zaildars came back to the 
Dak Bungalow, Akalgarh. There, after a consultation, myself and B. 
Kedar Nath were ordered to realize Rs. 1^500 from the people at 
once for repairs of the road. We two came back to the Town Hail and 
collected Diwan Bansi Lai, Gopal Lai, S. Gurbnx Singh, Ram Oljand, 
Narain Singh and others. Then the realization work began. A short 
While after, a constable came and told me that the Revenue Officer 
' Wanted my gun.^ Similar orders were served on Bansi Lai, Ram 
Chand and S, Gnrbax Singh. We all went to the Dak Bunga- 
low with our guns and there we saw that other guns were 
also taken and collected. Our guns were given to Zaildars and 
Lambardars and ^ve were asked to stay there. We stopped there and 
the people who had guns moved on towards the Thana» The 
Sub-Inspector with some constables went to the Town Hall 
and from there to the place where the subscription was being 
collected. Immediately on arrival he arrested Diwan Gopal Lai and 
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Badri Nath and went towarda ^^'houaa of BaWii Bmk l»«i 
against whom Ghulam Qadir had previous enmity, fle wm arr«l« 
in the way near a butcher’s shop. With these three arrested pirmm 
they went to arrest Ganesh Bas, toother of Bukki Bom. Hia wifi 
had given birth to a daughter two days back and Ganesh Bm mm M 

at home. Narir Muhammad, son of Ghulam Qadir, and other, ru.to.i 
in the house and on the nurse replying that ho was not thero. they 
went to arrest Mr. Sant Singh. After arresting him. these were 
challenged on 23rd April, 1919. and' sent to Qujranwaia. A 
deal of search was made for Ganesh Das and many Saware w«e 
sent out for his arrest. Ghulam Qadir and Rahmat Bhaa, eon 
of Sardar Khan, and two constables went to village Saloofea 
where hr, br„th» Tam Chand lived. He wa, ae, .here and ftey «„« 
back. On 23rd April 1919. Kedar Nath, Sirdar Nur Hussain and myeelf 
were sent for to the Thana and were kept there. Wo enquired as to 
w ly we were detained and the Sub-Inspector replied that we had to 
accompany them during the arrest of the people. In the meanwhile 
cavalry arrived there. Some of the soldiers came to the Dak Bungah^l 
and „t towards the Post Office, while others s„ri.unded Z 
m y. The arrests commenced and many of the arrested were boys. 

he soldiers were to stop people from coming out or going in 
The work of arrests, lasted till evening, the number comL ' ’ 

about 30. Then the cavalry went back. Two or three day! bLo 
statement was recorded at the Thana. On 30th A •» 
«ed„ « Bell we. .0 H.«„d llr Z 
rf the Seperietenden. of Felice. There were .deeded 

•a we wore directed to depose «.5iigs;e.ted. Ho.n daj- we com,. i,.t 
to kolgarh. Be'iWe* ‘ko prosoeirtioo witnesse., the defcoco wit, ” ' ' 

were also sent for at the Thana on May Hth. •, 

the train the Revenue Officer addressed the witnesses -uid Z"* 

•■Whoever will ,ive help to the accused or 

evideuoe than directed will he treated ver, bad^. , wiU uIT', " 

o'"* ^ 

p»kit.rveLrTe:m:hrrzxs 

teachiuo there, a prociamati.u w„ ^ 
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assemble at the Dak Bungalow next morning. I also attended. There 
guns were fired and people were told that whoever would do anything 
against the Government would be shot dead. 

354 * 

The ataiment of Diwan Naranjan Das, ion of Bam Karain, 
Banker, AhaLgarh, JHatHct Gvjranwala. 


On the 6th April, the Hartal was spontaneous. Both Hindus and 
Mohammadans joined the meeting held that evening at the old Tank. 
Gopal Lai was elected President and Nur Husb^I ;^e Sefa^^ 
the meeting. The President read out a pa^i^e from an ^^fi^lisb. i 
newspaper, the Tribune, and then peopte in^ungid^ 

■The passage referred to the'Rowidit 

B deh!thd<?P^ejpwe^t:bE.Jb:^ would prove dangerous 

l‘'i|^e tlmb'-it should be repealed. 
utlon was , unanimously that the Government should he 

most respectfully to withdraw the Act. Accordingly a telegram 
it hy the President through the Secretary to the Viceroy. In 
'^he bourse of the meeting Ralla Ram and Diwan Badri ISTath also made 
.speeches to the effect that a strong representation be made to the Vice^ 
roy. The Thanedar Sardar Khah and a few policemen were also 
present there. 

There was another Hartal oh the 24th which was also spontaneous. 
The reason of this Eartal w&8 the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi. It 
was held in the City; and not in the Mandi. On the 24th April, a few 
young men and many boys, both Hindus and Mohammadans, passed on, 
saying ** Rowlatt Bill Hai Hai ”, and went towards the station. From the 
station, they turned back to the city passing by the Thana, Reaching the 
chauk, they all dispersed. 

On the 25th April, we heard that a telegraph wire was cut the 
evious night at a distance of one mile from Akalgarh, and a China 
ate (on which the wires were entwined) was also broken. The culprit 
had not been known* Then it was heard, that some people from Gujran- 
wala did it ; and were arrested at the railway lines. Thereupon, the 
Thanedar sent for all the respectable men of the city in the Thana, and 
ordered them to protect the telegraph wires and railway bridges; and 
said that whoever would do any damage would be severely dealt with. 

It became known, later on, that the Deputy Commissioner, was 
coming on the 22nd April at the Canal and that the gentry should 
be present there. The Deputy Commissioner^ came in a motor car. 
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For a 'long time the Deputy Cosi'^. . , _ 

Th^edar and the Zaildar Police 0®«er, the- 

Deputy Commissioner, then address!. themselyes and the 

he •was the President of the meC*^ T7 whether 

the affirmative. Then the Deputyf replied in 

people of Akalgarh this time ; bui vO“»iJMoner said, “ I excuse the 
future, no one should cut wires or d#: !{• m 

If anybody is found doing that J*! f 

But because the people of AW', \ ^ severely dealt with, 

the wires have been cut, I woC ^ , 8®“® damage and 

they should bear the cost of r£ that 

gate to the Canal bridge. “otor road from the City 

A sum that very daw^^j Officer to realize 

'ssi^tpay c.™ brfiLf r t"“‘ ‘”°' 

BevOTTO iC®c« ordered „ ,n fe, in the Ttv.n°M f" 

^Beetmg ,„beenptio», The sum of Es. 1^0 ,es proposed. S^e Z 
the subsCTiplions were collected that day and some later^on. ^ 

oat ^ collected, the Thanedar. the RevennA 

Officer Chulam Qadir. Sardar Khan and some police men calf! 
gate of the Town Hall, and asked D. Gopal Lai and D Rn,? • m 

airjkin vmZ fhe dly^" ^t^®8fe®d 

Bnlaki Bam 

He was not at home and a vmm., K -,. 1 .’ ® brother. 

^ ^test him. I ~ 

eiulem Qad.r’.som Geoesh Da. oould not be found 
April, arrests began with the help of the oavalr. Th. i 
the bazars and some soldiem g^rdedr^to; "“1^'* 

go ont Four men GopJ M, D. Badri Lh,' LaL bAkII 1 

M. Sant Smgh were challenged that day. -“^ak, Ram and 

On May 6th, 1919. The Revenue Officer and 7^;id«. T! 

Iq»al Singh ofManchart. theD.k Bnngriow a„f™"re^LT‘ 
false evidence against D. Gonal Lnl TTa^.. r j required him to give 

.bused, handouffed aud put Lo loefc-„p. “t 4 *“ 

sgrerf to give ,h, required evideuee, he was let off O « T''“ 
May at about 10 in the nicrhr if i , . ‘ ^ lOtb 

^hat all should be pretnt the 

there and sat outside on the road. At ^®«®We€i 

Officer c'lrae and addressed the people saying that if' 

appear as defence witness or Lfld .dLA“ ^ ^ 

given to give evidence he would be arrested”^ Foaecufcion witness 

Martiall^w. -® Tbanedar gavfhaSa::^^- 


m 
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tion atad defence witaesses to 'take ■ moa|i<; anS neach ll# elation 
At the station the Than^dar b^gfin .IhteaMning atfdkhasing 
them, ‘saying that the people o! the), town were scoundrels and degraded; 
they had illicit connection with tV^heir daughters; he ^ would arrest all 
on his return and would not leave a| singb person ft Ak^lgarh. Owing 

to C's.HM Law orders, we were kepit in, 0 . tesaple for the night. Our 
eyideiice Was taken on th^ • 12th the ISth of May. Some of the 
accused Were discharged on the 13*% and on the 14th, only six accused 
were convicted. ■ i, \ 

On the 16 th May, all the people asked to be present at the^ 
Dak Pnngalow, where firing ; of thf. Machine gutw iraa exhibited 
terrify them, and it was daid that the would be bombarded. ] 

the 17th May, I was called to the Thana, .fof’beOoniing a'd^ ^ 
witness and put into the lock-up. On the 23rd Es; f 

forcibly taken frona Maya Ram Paei a Hundi for wrii^ ,./ 

by Hayaarain Sethi and Rs. -900 in cash. A mm of ^bout 20 to :^5 
thousand rupees. w,as extorted from thfe- people, during those days, 
which will be proved on investigation. 

^ . Iqbal Singh jP. W*. was again arrested. And joined with G opal 
;and lOthers all were acquitted in the end. 
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The Mtement of Ishar Das, son of Qopal Das resident of Ramnagar, 
oasie Arora, at present residing at AhalgarJu 


On the 6th April 1919, 1 came to the Bazar in the morning, and I 
learnt that the shops would remain closed that day in response to 
Mahatma Ohandi's message ; ,and that a fast would also be observed* 
I also kept my shop closed and observed fast. It was said that a 
meeting would be held in the evening at the old tank. I went to 
the meeting, where D, Gopal Lai read out a message from the Tribune ” 
dated 5th May, 1919, and said that a telegram saonid be sent to Ilk 
Bxcellonoy the ' Ticeroy, praying for the withdraw-;! of such a harsh, 
measure as Eowlatt Act, L, Ralia Ram Manchanda and S, Giirbax 
Singh supported the proposal. Some shopkeepers opened their shops on 
the very day on their return from, the meeting and others opened the next 
day. .N’othing happened that day or later on* Then on the i2th, we 
heard that Mahatma Gandhi was prohibited from coining to the Punjab^ 
and that Hartals, were being held - everywhere on that account. It 
im strongly rumoured that a Hartal would be held here as 




‘weUi^ The,' next day, beijag -l^liv^,* il Wiii' 'dftcsMid 

that a jSt&ffo? Wi>uld: be observed , on Monday, the I4th^ April- Hooifto 
resorbed to compulsion , or exhorbatioh^'ffi'^**^*^^®® about the JSolf tel 
"and it was quite spontaneous." i A. short while after, many mu a'nd boy« 
■collected^ at the Ohauk' and I also joined' 4h©m.' Then we all went 
towards the station bare-hea'ded, saying loudly all 'the way long, **MiMf* 
ma Gandhiji hi Jait Rowlatt Bill Hai Hai\ We reached' the Bamr of 
the station. Seeing us all, the shopkoopers closed their shops. Nobody 
resorted to force^ The allegation by- Kedar “ Nath against me that I 
forced him to close the, workshop} is absolutely false ; because his work** 
shop was already owing- to the absence of the labourers who had 

gone to attened the Baiaakhi fair at Wazirabad. Then all of us 
passing through the Mandi, return^^ No shopkeeper of the 

Mandi was forced to close his shop and no disturbances occurred there* 
In the evening, many people collected and went towards the station, 
because the Calcutta Mail had to pass via Sangala ^ instead of Gujran^ 
wala. The train passed through the Akalgarh Station. All returned 
home owing to rain and storm* No damage at all was done. All the 
people remained outside the railway boundary. After that I don't know 
of any gathering or any incident. I heard on the 16th April, that 
some wires were cut. I never knew who cut them or whore. Nothing 
appeared till the 22nd of April nor any one asked anything till then. 
On the evening of the 22nd Aprib at about 5 p.m* the police arrested 
Gopal Lai and others and I heard that the town was fined Rs. 1,500 by 
way of cost of the repairs of road. I understood that we should no 
more be harrassed atW paying Rs. 1,500 as fine* The Revenue Officer 
ordered for the immediate realization of the fine and appointed Beli 
Earn, Kedar Nath, Sri Earn, Ram Ohand 'Dang, Sardar Khan, Nur 
Hussain, Ghulam Qadir Zaildar for this purpose. They divided the 
town into wards. At the time when Beli Earn and Ghand Dang came 
to my shop in Mandi for the realization of my' sliare of Rs 25, I was 
sitting in my house with S. Gurbux Singh* After searching for mo 
at the shop, they came round that w'ay and told us that the Revenue 
Officer had filed Rs, '26 against myself and Rs. 100 against Giirbiix 
Singh and that the sum was to be paid at once. As [ had no mumiy at 
that time I asked Ram Ohand to pay Rs. 12,5 for both of us and that I 
would repay him the next morning. Ram Ghand paid Rs. 126 and de- 
bited against my name in his bahi^ It is a perfectly clear proof* On the 
morning of 23rd April 1919, I went to my shop in the Mandi. ' In the 
afternoon I heard that the military had surrouiicled the Iowa. I had 
to go home in the 'evening. ’ I was to my house and when % 
reached near the garden I saiv a number ,'of men coming in front. I got 
frightened and ran back towards the west but was followed by some, I was 
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running with Hari Chand Ghamir, behind, 0, Gopal Lai Earn Ohand'a 
workshop when we were ordered to come back, otherwise we would 
be shot, I came back, Gopal Das S. I, Ghulam Qadir Zaildar, Belt 
Earn, Kedar MTath, Sri Earn, Sardar Khan and some others were 
there. I was handed over by the S. I. to Ghulam Qadir telling him 
that they were going to the Mandi and that I should be taken 
to the Thana* At that time no warrants were shown to me nor I was 
handcufied* Ghulam Qadir brought along with him to the Thana 
asking me on the way to walk fast and giving a stroke on my leg with 
his stick* I was asked to sit in the Thana compound where others were 
already sitting* Many others were brought under arrest after me. I 
was kept along with other 26 men, in one room for full 3 days and after^ 
3 days we were put in two separate lock-ups, Nobody identified me 
at the Thana iri i»iy presence. In a small lock-up, we 12 men were 
pressed in using the same room as urinal as well as latrine; We were™ 
ii<^t afiowed to come out* On the 2nd May we were chaUamd* Upto • 
tho 2nd' May, many people were subjected to different sorts of hardships 
before our eyes. We 27 were handcuffed, placed in a line and then 
taken to the station* We reached Lahore in the night and were sent 
to jail, without having been given anything to eat or drink. On the 3rd 
May, we were produced in the Court. There the S, L Gopal Das 
questioned us as to who were those who belonged to Arya Samaj and 
who were those who belonged to other sects. The da,te for our hearing 
was 12th May. On the 14th, judgment was pronounced and I was 
sentenced to a fine of Es. 100 and one yearns imprisonment which was. 
reduced to 6 months. 

I was released on the 8th November. The evidence given by 
Eedar Nath against me that I had to take debt from him was purely 
under the police influence. Sri Earn was also influenced by police. 
Bell Earn had previous enmity against me. The reason of Sardar Khan 
and Nur Hussain evidence against me was that I had appeared as a de- 
fence witness for Bulaki Ram Pasi in the case between Bulaki Ram and 
the Zamindari Bank of which they were the shareholders* I had given 
eviilence against Sunder Das as well and his father was my rival in 
business. I had an old enmity against Ghulam Qadir Zaiidar, wliO' 
does everything at the bidding of Earn Chand Earn Nagaria* In Earn 
Nagar he had caused the arrest of my cousins Bal Mokand and Baha-» 
dar Ohand. Ghulam Qadir is related to the Eevenue Officer. I was 
falsely prosecuted. Ram Chand Dang gave evidence against Fazal Dad; 
under police pressure. We caused no damage at all. 


SANtlLA. 
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The slaiemeni of Eal»«kund,- Gdnpal Rot, Arora, 

Iron Mei-chanU age. 4 ^ yfars, Sangla, Vi:i:rul G 'jrauioala. 

On ihs 19lh of April 1019, a sepoy look ino to Alidiii Oliani, th« 
thanedar’s house. The Lhancdar began to iiiiimidulf lue wilh ihreals. 

I replied, “I never indulge in abusive language, nor allow olbers to 
abuse me; I arn prepared to go anywhere, but would not put upwilb 
abusive language, nor give false evidence.” I was then taken to the Sarnl, 
where Kartar Singh, Inspector of Police pressed rpe to give false evi- 
dence, but I flatly refused and resigned myself to God. Kartar Singh, 
Inspector of Police, retorted, that God wished me to be sente need to ten 
years’ imprisonment. I was sent to the lock-up and on May 21st, 
brought before a special Magistrate, but as no {noof against me was forth- 
coming, I was released with other men. 

Next day, 98 more men were released, without their slatemants being 
taken. 

358 

The additional statement of the same witness. 

My nephew, Ishwar Das, aged seven years, was reading in the Hindi 
Pathsbala at Sangla. During the days of Martial Law, all the school boys 
were under orders to have their presence marked four limes a day. They 
used to go for the purpose, and were made to stand in Iho sun. It 
was the Summer season. My nephew attended for several days and fell 
ill. When he used to come home, he was always excited, and would 
continue drinking water. Fe got cholera on the 3rd of May, and expired 
on the 7th. The Civil Surgeon examined him, also Dr. Cyan Chand. 
When he (my nephew) was ill, I, having regard for the sufferings of 
other boys, caused telegrams to be sent, so that they might be exempted 
from this attendance; otherwise, they would all fell ill. Dc. Cyan Chand 
spoke to the Commandir^ Officer, and he (the Commanding Officer) 
wired to higher authorities. My second ®ephew, Ram Chand, fell ill 


similarly, but he was spared. Ishwar Das died, because he was made 
to stand in the sun, and he could not bear this during the hot season- 
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The statement of Rakha Fam, son of Dhantia Singh, Arora, Commission 
Agent, age 50 years, resident of Sangla Hill. 


On the ISlb May 1919, I was sent for by the prosecution witness. 
Prom Singh, and Ihc Sub-Inspecior of Police to give evidence. In reply, 
I lold them that I was not present and was not prepared to be a false 
witness; on whi^U the Sub-Inspector said, "Do you, too, want to be arrest- 
ed?,’’ I rejoined, “If God wills, I shall b© arrested also.” 

. ,jWter this, on the 19lh May, a policeman . again came to my shop at 
i p.m. I told him tliat I would come after a while. He said "I will 
;take you along with me.” So leaving my work incomplete I accom- 
panied him. I had hardly arrived there when the Sub-Inspecior, without 
putting any question to me, put me under custody. I was rcLased without 
any statement having been taken, along with 97 other men, on the 
22nd May 1919. 

On the 12th May 1919, when Lala Jivan Mai was arrested, I began 
to weep; whereupon .Mr. Bosworth Smith heat me with his cane six times. 
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The statement of Hari Singh, son of Sardar Sant Singh, Kastkar, 
age 65 years of Kotla No. 43, 

I was coming from Sangla on horseback. On the canal bridge a 
great crowd had gathered, with the commanding oflicer in their midst. 
I did not notice him, as I was absorbed with my ownself. When I had 
crossed l!ie bridge and come to the mountain side of it, some people ran 
after me, and cried loudly “Stop your horse.” I tried to control the 
marc, hut being of tender age (consequently less tame) she shied and 
ran towards home. Immediately, my father took me to the Comman- 
der. For the night I remained under the custody of soldiers. On the 
next day I was' flogged, and let off. This happened on the 11th June 1919, 
I was undressed and was given 25 stripes. 
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The statement of Sardar Sant Singh, son of Sardar Mfhtah Singh, 
Zamindar, Cloth Merchant, age 45 years, resident of Kolia 
Chak No. 63, near Sangla litll. 

My son, named Hari Singh, aged IS years, had eonte to Sangla 
'Hill with his relatives on llic lllli June, afler the expiry of Sim Matti.il 
Law, to buy a coffin. On his return journey, he saw nianv piople 
assembled at the Canal bridge.. It was cxcnirig lime arul the sun was 
setting. Hari Singh did not notice the Commanding Oflii er, wlm was 
bathing in the canal. My son’s marc ran away being frigiiUind by 
the assembly. The Commanding Oiriccr ran after him on imituback, 
and overtook him within one mile. 

I was following him. I saw the S.ahib conung back at a disUince 
of half a mile from Sangla. I salamed him and, on this, the Sahib 
enquired about the boy w’lo had run away on a mare. 

I answered, “He is my son; the mare ran away of licrself, on being 
frightened.” The Sahib took the mare from me and said, “Unless you 
produce your son, your marc will not ho rclurnt'd.” 1 prayed, “VV'c were 
going to buy a colIin for iny brother’s daughter and son who hud died 
and whose corpses arc still lying in the house.” Tlio Sahib went on Ith 
sisling on his demand. I was compelled !o go 011 foot, anj 1 hroiighl uiy 
son back at about 8-30 in the night. The Sahib made him over to the 
Court Martial and gave me my mare back. Next morning, my son was 
examined by lire doctor and flogged live siHpes- 
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The statement of Lala Gawpat War. age 50 years, late Palwari, nm 
Commission Agent, Sangla 11 dl, Disind Gujramoala. 

{Pi'aseciilum w 'tn-ess.) 

One day, I was summoned and asked if I could gh e the name of any 
person who liad ta-ken part in the harlul. I gave first a statement that 
I did not know anything about the imiller. Ne.vt morning, I was made 
to sit among the accused. Abdul Chaiii and Sardar Kartar Singh put 
pressure and abused us. Abdul Gliani rose .and gave me a slap, which 
caused some blood to come from the mouth. I was non-plussed, anti 
in order to save myself, 1 gave evidence ia accordance with tire inslruo. 
tions of Abdul Ghani. Personally. 1 am totally ignorant of any fact 


The statement Lala M'-iiasi ial, son of Maya Dass^ age 35 years) 

■r: Commission Agents resident of Sangla Iluiy 

District Gtijfanwala. 

On the ' 29l:!i May 1919, during the Marilal Law regime, a |>co»: 
aime io riiy shop in the Mandi, a!id required me to sefic! a ruan for 
pulling llie Sahib’s fan; I sent one chaagar at once. After some ilirie, lti» 
peon of ilie Commandiiig OOlcer came io oie and said, Labourer is not 
required for pulling the fan, you yourself will have to come there to 
puli the fan.’* I went along with him, and was presented before the 
Commanding Officer, He abused me and beat me with his cane four 
or five times, and compelled 10 c to pull bis fan, though I entreated the 
SaMb to allow my servant to pull his Can, because 1 was a respectable^ 
man and my shop had a good reputation in the City^ Officers do not 
hahave properly with respectable citiaena. 

~364 

The staiemnt i?f Har Ki?i«hen La», age 22 yarn's^ Mead Masia^ Hindi 
Pathshala^ Sangla Hill. 

During the Martial Law regime, the students of our Pathshala were* 
ordered to present themselves, four times a day, for roii-cail, viz., al 
€ a.m., 10 a.m., 2 p-m. and 6 p.m. These were the days of ex- 
cessive heat. Our students were of ages ranging from 5 to 14 years, and 
on account of their being bare-footed, they fait a great deal of trouble. 
Some came from distant villages early in the morning at six. The roll-call 
was taken at the' office of the: Committee, and the students being all of 
tender age suffered much. In order to be present al the office at 6 a.m., 
the boys had to attend the Paihshah at 5 a.m. They experienced no less 
difficulties at the noon call. 

The students were made to speak these words in chorus, “Sir, 
w® have committed no crime, nor shall we do any. God forbid : God 
forbid: God forbid.*' 

365 

The Statement of Chand, son of Moti Ram^ age ^oyears^ 

Khairi, Broker ^ resident of Sangla Hill, District Gujranwala. 

On the 19th of May 1919, the Tlianedar (Sub-Inspector) Abdul Ghani 
seat ^ note summoning me to his presence. When I went there' 
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I was informed that if I gave evidence, as de«re<i I K" unmolest- 

®d. On my rtfiisal, I wc-s airesteti and piit into tiie lork-uit. I wa» 
Bet free on the 22nd of May 1919, without my slaternriits h.nini; i.eea 
recorded. Ninety-seven otlier men wei-c also relea.sed along with 
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The statement of B’sant Kam, son of Duni Chimi. caste Kajhvi, uget'^years, 

fndi seller of Sangia District 

Ois Tuny lOlh, 1019, I was called by Abclii! (P.innh bic Fliniieikr, at 
llie Serai (inn) to give evidence. I wss k^-pt there the v. Iioir day. la 
the 1 was also kepi along vvi:I'i other 25 ineiiy who were aTrerded 

tliai day and kepi, under police cusiody In iho Sr}\d. 

On the morning of 0i(5 22nd May 1910, along willi 25 ioeii, 1 was 
released wiihoul any slalemeiils being i.tken. Durir^g bue penc.d of 
arrest, the Police did not perndt us even to answer the calls of fialiire, iiiv 
less we paid somelhiijg. We paid Rs. 2 daily for ilils |nirjici>ft. On 
lha morning of May 23rd, I was again sununoued. Just as I gni mil 
of iny house, I met Abdul Cdsani, the Thanedar, wiio said ihal if I still 
refused to give evidence he would teach rne a lesson then and there* Hi 
began to beat rne very severely in tiie bazar and dragged me Ihroiiglu' 
the bazar to the Police Station. 

We seven men were there made to stand apart from td-hers. One 
man identified four of us, and another the remaining three. We were 
Iheo taken before a Magistrate. ' .1 w'as Oned Its. 3 and the rest were 
fined about that sum. I am a poor man. 1 paid by borrowing nmtwy, nml 
■mi now in debt. 1 did not afford to lodge an .appeal. 
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The statement of Gyaa of Charan Das^ age ^2 ywirv, Khairi^ 

Broker, resident of Sangla Hills, Disiricl Gujramvala. 


I am 72 years old. I v^as pressed I)y Abdul Ghaiii, Sub-Inspector, 
Sangla, to give evidence against those who had been put in the lock-np 
under the Martial Law. I, however, answered “1 am an old man. I 
4m practically one of those who are aboa to leave this world for ever. 


Il will be very kind of yon if yo'j will excuse me from giving false evl-- 
dance/' 1 was harassed for full three days, and 'when I refused I was 
pul into the lock-up, I was kept in fht lock-up for three days, and 
alter iliat I was released, along with other 112 men* ' , ■ ■ 

Keilhcr was any siatemenl; taken from me, nor any chargo slieel 
framed '.against ' me,' 
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Joint statement of (i) Atmi Mj^I, sen Booia Mal^ (2) Chuwi Ram-. 
and {3) Shiv Ram Das, Sfws of Narain Das, caste Atorw^ 
residents of Sarigla District Cujranpala* 


On the ISth May, wo wore coming back after performing the fune* 
ral rites of a relation of ours, when we vyere confronted by a constable- 
on the canal, who asked us to accompany him immediately for idenli- 

: M that very moment, we, in wet clothes, went where the citizens 
were standing in Uic sun, hungry and tliirsly as wc were. A Haihvay 
porter pointed towards us, and as a result, we all three were placed 
under Polce custody in llie Semi The Police harassed us most un*^ 
scrupulously, and did nol allow us c'/cn to case ourselves. There were 
23 men more with us, and we implored the policcinen at least to allow 
us to answer calls of nature, which they allowed us to do, only on pay- 
ment of Us- 2 each daily. After fi\e days, Deputy Ariiar Singh released 
us without taking down evidence, ami 0 dered us to go away. The Police 
wohld not allow us, even then, to go, unless we paid Rs. 2 eachu 
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. The stcUemmi of Sobua Mall, son of Ram Dass^ caste Atota, resident 
of Sangla Hill, Disirici Gujranweda, 


I am a tenant of the Municipality and pay for a raised platform 
the Bazar. I sell sharbat and ice. During the Martial Law period, as 
it was very hot, there was a scarcity of ice and it could not 
be had for even annas 8 a seer. Once, I went to the Railway 
slalion to take a parcel nl ice weighing 1| maunds. The Military 
people snatched the ice parcel from me, along with the blanket cover- 
^hg.itV After this, I observed great caution, and did not bring the ice 
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openly. But, one day I was again caught by the Military, and roblrtd 
of 1 maund and 19 seers of ice. Besides, I was compelled to set! ire at a 
reduced rate to the Military. I had given a bill for the amount to the 
Committee, but it has not been paid up to liiis day. 1 have not received 
the price; nor does anybody accept my bill for the following; — 

4 maunds, 28 seers ice.— Through Sajan Singii, a member of 

the Committee. 


1 maund, 12 seers ice 
and 

10 bottles of soda water 


Through Klion Dowran, Honorary 


Magistrate. 


I am a poor man. I was out of employment during the l^Farlia! 
Law days, and was without pay. All that I had saved lias been lost in 
Ibis way. 

Justice should be done to me. 


The statement oj Gaubar AH Hakim* sv% of Ilahi Baksh^ custe 
Awany resident of Sangla^ District Gnjrafwaia. 

On the lutli of May 1910, a constable look me to the liousa of a 
Tbanedar, Abdul Ghaiii, who asked me to appear as a witness iigainst 
other people. I replied that as. I- was away at lioriamvah near Balo- 
chan that day to see a sick man. I did nol know anything and < onsidcr- 
ed it objectionable on religious grounds lo give False evidmu'e. . On 
this, he threatened me with irnprisonnie;U for 7 years. I replied ihal I 
was ready to suffer eight instead of seven years, but 1 was nol prefiared to 
perjure myself. Then .! was put into the lock-up, i!nd vJioIlonvd wUh 
fourteen other persons. The Special Magislrale released us all (1 1 siieri), 
..after faking our statements. I had to stand in the sun for three 
and have, consequently, become deaf. 


The statement of Sardar Singh, sen of Bkug Mal^ age 25 yeurs^ 
Aroraf Shopkeeper ^ resident of Sangla^ Disirid Gttjfanw'ala, '"^r^ 

Abdul Ghani, Sub-Inspector, pressed me to give false evidence 
many times, and I refused to give it; therefore, I was arrested on the 


14 tli May and was kept in i.he ]ock»up, .On tlie 22nd May» ( was released 
along wilh 97 nwn, wilhojt being asked to give any statement. 

Wo were constanlly harassed in the lockmp and were persuaded to 
give evidence if we wanted release. Even the njembers of I he Muni- 
clpal Coniiiiiiiee caaie io tlie- locl-up and asked us io give evidence i! we 
wanted i-clease. 


070 
. o/A 

The joint stakment o! (i) i TIalvai {confectioner) (2) 

i-ai and (3) Jiwan Mai? the I tier two sons of Lda 

bJum iJas^ cask Arora, residents of Sangla liilL 


Our shop directly faces the station and the contract of the $erm is 
in our name. During the Martial Law days, tlie Military OHicers made 
the serai liieir Headquaite.s, and so long as they remained llieie, they 
did not allow any iiaveiler to step in- We pay Rs. 75 per mensem as 
rent of the semi, and Rs. oO per mensem to our servants. Some of llie 
charpiis were used by these .Mi.'ilaiy people, while the rest of them were 
lying unused, as no Iraveiier was allowed any access to the serai. 

In this way, we had to suffer a loss ol Rs. -lSO inoiitlily. The OIB- 
.'Cers remained there for Iw’o moniiis; so wve incurred a. total Joss of' 
Tls.' '500- on Ibis account. Apart from this, as the Officers obtained 
■ rations iTom our shop, we had io be present there day and night. 

If we were absent even for a while, we were reproached \ery strongly 
and abused. At last, having no alternative, we began io live there and 
slept on the Takhat-posh in front of the shop. 

Oiie night, perhaps it was 14th May, at 9 o’clock, a Sikh servant 
came to ask for milk for the Deputy Sahib (E.A.G.) and the Inspector 
of Police. I lighted a laiiip and went into the shop to give 
milk, w'heii the Officer Commanding Captain of Police, and the Colonel 
came and arrested both of us, Lai Chand and Jiwan Mai, for having a 
light- We explained that it was not possible to give milk without 
lighting the lamp. If we had not given milk, we would have been 
arrested, as milk was required for the Oflioers; therefore, we said 
we had in no way disobeyed any Marti il Law. But these Martial Law 
Officers did not pay any heed to us and made us walk in front of them. 
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in the Tnennturie, our eldest brother Lachman Das, Blenung in a 
neiglibouriag house, came out and enquired what the mat:, r v^as. lint 
the said Oiliccr-i look him ais.' wiih us. We were liamled out !u l.vo 
constables, wi'.h the order that we should bo confined in a lock-up at 

file Tliana (Police Station). 

We rejnained in custody for two days, and on ifie :inl day wt ■were 
released on a security of Rs. 50 each. About five days after* w’o wer# 
suniriioiied rd the station, where each ol us was |/unis!}eil wllli a fiiif of 
Its. 50 and five stripes. As a result of medical examinaiioii, our Lro her 
Lsclilnnaii Das was exempts :l Pom whipping, but his line was cfuiO^tr-d 
in ’icLi of five stripes, ‘We had left no stone iiiiUirned in seioiriij 
MHiiary lOnicars. As a nvvvtird for lieu service v, o Tvr-!‘c, ntridi' t > ; uli> f 
a of A,s. 500 as rent, e:c., of !he 'We sepaHed r.’O’ecjs 

worlli Ils. 200, bill a bill of Rs. f>2 only was sanctioned wilfi great dllli- 
cully, and lliai loo lias not yet been paid. 

. But above all, we vvere rew’ardcd with a fiiio of lls, 200 and five 
Btripes, each. AVe. were coinpletfdy undressed and Hogged ■oii III© 
bullocks. 

373 

■ The 'Statement oj Pass, son of Lala Gun pat Rot 
ago 25 years^ cloth Merchant^ Sangia iiilL 

: ' , /In. tlie Martial Law days, 1 vwia made to stand along willi olfaerSj 
direct in the heat of the sun. 

O,.:. After six days 1; was , taken, into', 'custody. I fell ill, as I was not 
allowed to . drink "waier .w'hen the suiiiinar season was at Us heigliL 
•Ellhough I fell ill,' nobody paid any attention tome. I passed lliesa 
days .ill extreme misery. Alter nine days, i was set free. Nuliudy 
took my staleinenl. Even now, I do not know the reason of my arrest. 
3 bad. to bear physical trouble, and great pecuniary loss. No charges 
'Were brought against me. 

374 

The state-i^snt of Nihal Chand, Seller of Salt^ Oii^ agi 57 years. 

During the Martial Law, a const ible. came to prosocut© my nephew, 

but my nephew was not present in Sangla at that time. I told thein. 
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that he was not there- Accordingly the Suh'-lnspecior took rue Info 
custody, and asked me to bring mv nephew at once, I was daily kept 
standing the whole day in the suo, Avilh many other people. Owing to 
my oid age and also owing to liic strong sunshine I fell down senseless- 
three limes. I was released after four or five days without any explana^ 
lion. I was quite innocent and kept in the custody of the police with- 
out any reason. 


375 

The sMenient of Jan Mtihaintn^d Pafoli, son of Pit MaUt age 5 * 
years, general rmrchmU Smgla Hill 


Like other people, I was asked to present myself before the Officer 
Commanding during the Martial Law days. I had to stand in the sun 
for the whole day. This continued for several consecutive days. Dur- 
ing the time we wailed there, we had nothing to cat or drink. Ovr ing 
tp the weather, I fell sick; but there was nobody to attend on us. After 
ten days I was set free.- But wiien I opened my shop and began 
regular business, police constables paid several visits to my shop and 
look away several tilings without paying for them. One of them took 
away some socks on one occasion, and on another he removed four 
azar-bands. A subordioate clerk of the Municipal Secretary, Mohamad Din 
(he is si ill at Sangla), look from me one bundle of candles and some 
iron wire, when I asked for the price, he gave me only a receipt slip. I 
could not say to him anything out <.f fear; for in those days, police- 
men used to take away things from all shops without paying anything; 
and besides, there was no one before whom we could complain* The 
original receipt slip given by Mohamad Din is attached herewith. I was nofe: 
asked to give any statement and I have suffered monetary loss as well 
as bodily pain without any fault of mine. 

Copy of the receipt which Mohamad Din, Moharar (clerk), gave to 
Ihe pelitioner, viz., Jan Mohamad:-— 

Sheikh Jan Mohamad Sahib 


One bundle of candles Re. 0 - 8-0 

Iron wire Re. 0 - 5-6 


Dated 3-6-1919. 


Sangla—No. 3?6. 
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The joint statements of (i) SoHanlal, son of Ramckandra Bkalia, Manager 

in a Mercantile Firm, and Secretary, Arya Samaj, age 31 years ; (z) 

BEagwaEdas^ son of Narandas, Arora^ Shopkeeper ^ age 51 
years j soft of Gut an Ditti HI ail t Shopkeepers 

age 40 years j all restdenis of Sangla* 

In Sangla, there was no Hartal on 30lh March 1910, nor on the Cth 
April, although, in all other Cities, Harlai. was observed on ilieso dales* 
Hearing 4his news about other towns, ' the people of Sangla, •wiilioiil any 
pressure from any quarter, observed l/arlaZ on the of AiuiL 

Except the telegrams sent to IL M. Ihs-King-Ernperor and IL L, tiift 
.yiceroy for the repeal of the RowlaU Bill, no lectures were delivered 
or meetings held about the evils of the Rowlall Bill, or againsl Iho 
Government, 

(1) On the 18’h April, Ral Siriram, the S. D. 0. ’Sliflkliiipnra, 
accompanied by a Police Inspector and a Police Suhdnsfu.rlor mul the 
Baja Sahib of Sheikiiupura came togelh r there (and ano]>larie was 
hovering overhead). In tl:ie course of an investigation when they werci 
told' by the people and the Police Subdiispecior of Sangla ihai rmtliing 
objectionable had iiappencd in tliis town except the llarlal for a few 
hours, they went away without making any arrests. 

(2) On the 19lh April the Deputy Commissioner of Gujnifiwalt 
visited Sangla and went away satisfied without arresting any person* 
Abdul Ghani, Sub-lnspcctor of Police, told the D. C. that except a 
Hartal for a few hours, nothing had happened in this town. The I), C* 
replied that he was pleased to pardon Ilia people that time, but lljal lliey^ 
should be careful in future. 

h . (3) OB' the 22nd, April, the OIlH:er Corn iiianding Oic British Soldiers 
and Gurkhas, xvlio w^ere in Military Uniforms, and armed with rifles, 
entered our town and, immediately on arrival, arrested Ion persons, 
including all lliree of us, and handed us over lo be put in charge of ^ 
Military Guard. AH the ten persons were kept in confineiiienl Imm 
10 in the morning till 6 in th© evening, when finding us not guilty 
of any offence we were released. 

(4) Again, on the 26th April, the OtTicer' Commanding arrested* 
the following persons:— 

Hari Ram, son of Guranditta Mai; Shakar Dia, son of Firandilta;. 
Gianchand, son of Bulaki Ram and Wazii!,, Siagh,. Headmaster, 
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'•School. They were put along with the ten perso.ns who were arrested m 
-the 22iid instant. For full one day and night they were kept in the lock- 
up. The Brslisli soldiers very much mal-trcated them and Uicij wer® 
not evfta aiiowed to sisep but were kept silling op. 

(5) At about 10 in the morning of the 27ih April the .OffiGer Com-; 
■'mandirig ' released AYazir Singh, Headmasler, on the tecornmeiidalion. of ' 
S. Amar Singh, E. A. C., Sardar Kartar S'Cugh, Sub4nspcK'tor of JAjllce, ^ a 
Teja Siiigh, ilony. Magistrate, Maya Singh, Kaib Teiisildar, Suij«i Singh, 
lliiiiicipa! Commissioner and Arum Singl^i, :Sii'raidposh. In'/p ' 

Singh ,ihe Oillcer Commanding' ''at the insligalion of llic above B'leii- 
iiuned persons summoned Sohaidal, Secretary, and Thakiirdas, President 
■of the Ar}’a Sarnaj. They were placed w^ilh the three persons previously 

|;Ci||est«i'd;:;and'''aiiT'he:-'h:V^^ T)in:, 'Solianlal, 

|i:||ilhiiiand':':a|rd':';:Thakm^^ IX C. Air. 

'blJldsy^d'rth:^^ BajlySbah, 'a: Sergeant of Police, vvith 

:;cK-ac;:stip,;;a:ddressed,:'to,.,,U^ were, wrillen ihelr^ names a.ficl 

IlllhO'CW^ Law”. The Special D. C. ordered tiiem to be releas- 

b'; :-;'^^dvr:fehr: llie ;1:ime and . empowered Karla r Singh,; Sub-Inspector 'Of Police, 
;',';:T0,.:insliL^^ Tiie latter kept ail the five of us in the semi 

.C;'..fdr'ih 27th April, and on the .2Sih April he .kept '.us in the 

;,police lock-up for Ihe whole day. At 10. in; the niomlBg of ' Ihc' '29111 
; '.April he re,leased. us on bail of hs. 1,000 each and a recognisance 
. .... ■(Mmdmlga) of Rs. 200'^ 

(6) The invesLigailon began on the oth May. 1919. On the 

' .. -May, a .dist' of 83 men was got up and they wnere summoned in the seiYji, 
among these 83 persons ‘we were also included. 

(7) On the 11 th May, by means of violent threats, beating, and 
exposure in the sun, ihe police succeeded in forcing 29 persons to stanci 
as witnesses for the prosecution. This number mciuded boys of les 
years and 14 men of the Railway Staff. One was Prein Singh Bazaz who 
•had been previously convicted' for abduction by force and sentenced 

G;;:'j;'3|^''''years*':''', 

'ten personsywere '.'handcuffed.'. .. 

'14th" 'May, all',' the townsmen, : ' ' witli'V;'th 6 ' 'excep.': 
lion of children under ten, were summoned: and , made 
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sun and were identified by the prosecution witnesses, vynU.\ ^.nt 

64 men, who were tlieii scut to tlic Police l,ock-up. Agm«. -it, ul |r«i* 
sous were unduly pressed to give false evideure and uu relu^u.g H. do 
so they were scut to the Police Luck-uji; so iliat in all l~d P >• 
including several persons aged above TO years, were made over !o be 

confined in the iock-up. 


(9) On the 22nd May, a group of 14 men was presenh d belore Ibe 
Deputy Commissioner who released them tor wan! of proui. in addi- 
tion to iiisse, 98 other persons were set al liberty on Ibe murnitig ol 

liie 23rcii, without being presented before the 1), C, 


(10) Tii.6 remaining eight men were kept in the Pollne Xur'k-.iip as 

Mjcnsed. 


Jii© following are the names of those eight men; — 

^(1) Sohan Lali, son of Ram - Chand- 

(2) Thakar Dass, son of Gian Cluuid. 

(3) Shakar Dirij son of Miran Dilta. 

(4) Hari RarOj son of (biraii DiUa Mai. 

(5) Jiwan Mai, son of Guran Diiia MaL 

(6) Gian Chand, son of Bulakl Harm 

(7) Nanak Chand, son of Soharia Mali. 

(8) Baghwa Dass, son of Narain Das. 

Out of 29 prosecution witnesses, 12 apfyeared in the Court, fhe of them 
testified to their having been forced to give evidence for the pnjseciilion 
by the use of undue oppression (zulum) on the pari of the Ikiiice, and 
deposed that they knew nothing, about the case and its clrciiiiislaiiocs. 
We were not asked to make any statement in our defence, and ailftcuigli 
our witnesses were present In the Court, were not perriiifted io give evi* 
dence., .Without adequate ' evidence against us, we were senienced to six 
months^ imp.risonment each, and a fine of Rs. 100, except Hari Dass 
Baghwan Dass who was fined Rs, 200 with six months' imprisonment, oa 
th©' 1st June 1919. ■ ■ 


On the 20th September .1919, we ware released by the order of 
Honour the Lieut.-Governor, who wns however pleased not to cidioe! 
the fine. 
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We had not been asked to give any statement in onr defence- Like*- 
wise our witnesses, although present in the Court, were not permilied 
4o give evidence. 
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The^oint siatemenis o/— (i) Sardar Jcwala Singti, son of Mela Singh, 
Kashtkar {ciiUivaior), aged 75. (2) Sunder Singh, son oj Sardar Ram 
Singh, KaMar, age 65. (3) Sardar Manga! Singh, son oJ Sardar 
Lehna Singh, {rf) Bishan Singh, son of Sardar Bisakka 
Singh^ Kashikar, age 40, all residents of Chak No, 23 

Biittar, Tehsil Khangah Dogran, v ' 

« District Gujranwala. ' ' . 


We are residents of Buttar Chak No. 23. There was no Hartal 
disturbance in our village. We heard that the Noman Railway Station 
had been burnt by some people. * About 8 or 9 days after this, a police 
constable came to our village and at his request, many men of our 
village went to the railway station along with him. Amar Singh, E.A.G., 
Karlar Singh, Inspector of Police, Arur Singh Zaildar, Amar Singh 
Sufaidposh, Sardar Teja Singh, Magistrate, Ahdul Giiani, Sub Inspector 
of Police, and Khan Daura, Honorary Magistrate of Sangla, were present 
Ihers. Besides, many men from other adjoining villages had also been 
■called. There we saw, that a door and windows of the railway station 
were burnt and some window panes we.re broken. Karlar Singh, Inspec- 
tor of Police, told us all to sit down, and then sent for the railway sta« 
tion employees. Those railway employees were directed to identify 
from amongst us, any man who had burnt the railway station. But 
they could not identify anybody, still we all vyere detained at the rail- 
way station. Next day Sardar Kartai?; Singh arrested and handcuffed 
Baata Singh of Chak No. 45- He and Abdul Chani, Sub-Inspector of 
Police, then asked Banta Singh to name the persons who had burnt the 
station. He named Harnam Singh of S mgla and Mian Singh of Chak 
No. 29. Ilarnam Singh had already been arrested on a charge of assault- 
ing a European. Mian Singh was there and then handcuffed. Two 
days after this, the Deputy Commissioner came and ordered that we ail 
■should be released. We had been detained at the railway station for 4 
days before our release. Ten days later, the village people were again 
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summoned to the railway station. All men from the village who had 
been arrested the day before were made to stand in a row ...side the 
Sard. Mirza E. A- C. then ordered -Ali Ahmad Zaildur to call the wtU 
.nesses. He said that the witnesses had not yet turned up. Tlien all tho 
people were allowed to sit outside and were told that tln'y would be call- 
ed again- After a short time we, along with the people of other vil- 
lages, were again called, and were told to stand in a row. Witnesses 
were then called and were directed to identify those who bad taken 
part in the riot. They could not identify any. Then they were tliii'a- 
tened that if they did not point out any pel•sons^ they ilu'ms.du-s would 
be arrested. Tliey were then given a good ‘beating. 
sbeer fearj Ibe witnesses pointed out soaie persons. One Balui i\laslaii 
Cliaiidj who W'as already under arrest, jioinled oui some mure imm out 
o£ fear. Babu Rah .Dilta, wiio is a retail ve oi’ Babu tMaslan Cliaud, also 
pointed out some persons witii the inlcnlion of getting Lis ou n rrlaiiM* 
released. Wc were ail compelled lo siav at Ihe ilaii'tva} iur eight 

days more. After this, the Depu’.y Cummlssloner came ami by his 
orders, ail of us, except 15 men who had been ideiitiOed In lim Miaimcr 
stated above and arrested, were allowed to reUirii lo our village. Ibe 
important point about these incidents is that all (liesc Ihings dune 

at the instigation oi* Aii Ahmad Zaiidar, wliosa chief obpcl uas lo dis- 
grace and discredit the Sikh pnpulalion iicie. The sidageus who wtuo 
arrested are quite innocent and ue have been pul to a lot nt tronlle 
no fault of ours. The inhabitants of this village liberady sub.'-c. io 
the War Loans and furnished many recruits. We bear no enmily lo 
the Sirkar. and arc peaceful subjects of he King-Kmperur. We Jiavo 
been very cruelly treated for no fault of ours. Karlar Sitigh and ullau' 
Officers, who held the first investigalioa, were of upiniun | ni lii^ 
investigation was quite saiLsfaciory and that the second wa.s 

held by All Ahmad and other Moliammadan Officers simjilv lo uin ibe 
favour of Officials and that many innocent people had been anv.sti cl .ind 
put to trouble. 

In addition lo the above statement, i beg to state that at the lime* 
of the second investigation when we were made to .st.uid in a ruvv, Aii 
Ahmad Zaiidar pointed towards me and at cnee the wit, es., M. hta .lama, 
dar, Signaller, said that I was one of the speclator-s when the Station w.as 
being burnt. Then I was placed in a truck where other prisoners were 
also present. There were in all 64 men in the truck. Out of (hem, 19 


belonged to our village. I bad to remain . there for eight clays. My wile was 
allowed to bring food for me uniy cnce in 24 hours; and Ihereforr 1 
food only once a day. No one else was allowed lo come lo 
and see me. Then the Deputy Cornmissloner came and all of us who 
were arrested were presented before him. The .Dcpiily Coiiiiuissioiier 
called ail the witnesses to identify us ail. All the witnesses exrepl 
those of the railway stalion staff confessed to him Ihal liicy knew iiulii- 
irig whatsoever about the men that they had idenliOccI, fliai they did 
not recognise anybody, and that they named the pcrsims simply, lo 
ciscape the torture of the police. The Deputy Commissioner dismissed 
these witnesses and on the evidence of the railway employees released 
all of us except Amir Singh, Kesar Singh Banla Singh, Gurdit Singh and 
Mana Singh who ail belong to the village Botal. 


The siaUment of Miran Btnc, son of Budhoo, fireworks dealer, Sangla. 

My shop is for the sale of fireworks al Sangla. During the .Martial 
Law days, the Commanding Officer had a party (Jashan) and dances 
were also held, I was asked to supply fireworks, costing Rs- 20, but I 
was paid no price for that. I made repeated requests, and at last sent 
my bill; but 1 have not received a single pie upto this time, altiiough a 
regular announcement was made in the City that ail parsons should re- 
ceive their dues by submitting their bills. When ! appeared beiore the 
Secretary with my bill, no price was paid to me, but, on the conlnuj, 
he rebuked me saying that no price would be paid. 

Chowkidar Umra wanted to taka me to the parade. I was too ilL 
He took Rs. 7 from me before he would leave me. The officials knew 
this. 


The staiemeui of A mar son oj Tkdkur D&ss^ goldsmith* 

age 25 years^ Sangla Hill 


I am a goldsmith at''Sangla.: ^ '''During the 
Martial Law days I, like others, was arrested and had to stand in the 
sun for several hours. My shop remained closed for about a month. I 
became seriously ill owing to ^ exposure ; to the sun and the excessiTO 



beat. I also experioiiced great diflieulty aboxit food a.ui think. I an. 
quite innocent and iiave suffered loss, boll, phj'sifai iiitd niaU-nai. No 
statement was taken from nio. I am quite imiocenl. 1 remained in tlio 

jaii for ten days and was llieii released. ^ 
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The statement oj Qt. Karam Singh Nanda, 

Private Practitioner^ Sangla lliU^ District Gtijranivula* 

On the 12tii of April 1919, .1 was pres(?nl in the Court of Sirdar 
Ainar Sing.h, E. A. G., at Gujramvala, to giNC niv evidence in the rase of 
Tcja Singli vs. Jagal Singh. So it is obvious that 1 could not be pre- 
sent at Sengla in tlie llarlal, which took place or) Hint dale. 

Bill, when ilic Martial Law was proclaimed, 1 was called on to 
attend daily- Sird.u.' Aniar Siugli, E..\.C., ordered us In pi'esent ourselves 
in his Court ever}’ day, and remain Ihcrv! tlic whole day, ConscH|uenlly, 
we had to slop our Ijusiness and 1 had to close my dispeasar}. After 
a few w'eeks, the Depiily Commissioner came (he!e fur iderdilicidium 
We were all made to stand in the sun for ideiiiilicauun. We were all 
greatly incoiiYcnienced as we had (o stand in (he sen at miiiduy, when 
no warier, for drinking even, would he pru\ided. Many men became 
unconscious, being oppressed by the heat. I, too, becajoe sejiseless. 

One man idenlified me as being present la the Juidsi of Cic luofa on 
liie 12lh of April, allhough as a mailer of lari, 1 wa- al t.u.ijranw ala on 
that day, wdiere, as said above, 1 had to gi\e ixidence. The Hie <„>[ lln; 
case, above referred to, can testify to this. 

In the e\wing, we, about 180 in number, were Inkm iu liie .Puiirc 
Slation and were pul into liie lock-up. it was ihv dr/l uf May. 'llirre 
w^as no arrangement for providing ns with iVnad. We siepl lhal iiiglii 
in tiie lock-up. Ail were hungry and thirsty. 

No inquiries were made of us in ihe meanwhile; nor we^u we lidd 
of liie charges, etc., against us. lor nitie da}s, sw rfjuaimat in the 
police conilncmoiil, and after that period, the said iJeputy Commissiom 
er came from Chuharkana, and lol.d us at the police station llud a 
penalty of ils, o,0U0 would he levied on us. 

Wc am. in irulli, quile innocent. Tlic I'..liec .Superiiitt-mleiii iume, 
tiicre on Ibe bib day and loJd us Ijint no guiU uguinst ua had been |uuv. 
ed. Consequeully, wc v\cro all set at liberty. 


The oppression \vas practised deliberatelv. Our idenUllealiou was 
made by men of the railway slaff, even by lliose who were (Ui tlulv nn 
tlie ■12{h of April, ilow wa^s il pussible for lliosc W'lio were on diby on tbal 
day to idejilll'y us? il was on such. Illinsy and false (widenre Ihal we 
were made In stand in llie bare sim, and pul in 11 h.‘ lock-up? \\ s- w{‘re 
kepi, for a lonj.i- iw coidinement;. No aiTungenieuI fur I’uod wa'- tnade 
for siicti a large number of men. Tliese were hot summer da\s, and u'l 
no satisfactory arrangement was made even for Ibod and w{d(n‘. Tlie 
result w’as lliat many men fell ill. The elTecI <jf tire heal was so leiling 
dial some have not yea- regained (lieir normal health. The unbearahl.'' 
heal told on me and I loo fell ilh the lieul cauSiing brainffag from the 
13!li of May onwards, I remained ill for tvvO' months, and could not 
carry on my medical practice. 1 have gvd little bhildteb^ eight in 
mrnibt'r, wlio depend solely upon nic fo ' fnainteuance, .\l\ practir'e suf- 
fered and. 1 suffered a great loss: It W’as in the beginning of S('])}eml.a'r 
that I resumed my work. I bad to unriergo the Irealmenl of various 
doclors before I; recovered; and that entailed a gieat e.\j;)('ns(‘. Evtm 
now,’! ranuol hear the strain of hard work. At a modest calculation, 
if rny income be taken at; an average Rs. 100 per mensem, i had to siifh'i a 
loss of about Rs. 350 or Rs. 500, altliough 1 have .been loyal to the British 
Government. I have always been giving help to Government in every 
Govcrnmenl woik, and possess many ceriifu'ales to I his effect. \ grave 
injuslic'c had been done, (o me. I w-as arrested without anv I’auif: and 
handcuffed. The a I )o\ omen Honed case contains my evkhnee, given on 
the 12lh of April at Gujranwala. 
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The slakmeiP oj Kundaa Mai, son of Lah Shan lur Lhn\ 
commission agents age 26 

I am a Blialia. 

.1 do (‘oirnnissiori agency busines.s at Sangla in the name of Bhagrnal 
Kundaiimal. Trcvi<‘us in that, I was au enghirering contractor at Bhatinda. 
On the mil April iniig, t was at Sangla. I had arrived liieie on a visit 
from Sialkot by tlie evening train. At about 8 p.m,., the people at Sangla 
held a meeting in the Mandi to organise a Hartal lor the following clay, 
owing to 11)0 anr'sj of Mahatma Ganclhh It wars unanimously agrei'd at 
the rnctliiig to observe a Hartal ■ lAvc Policemen and a Head Con&iable 
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were present. On iUe luorriiiig of ihe 12ih Aprils ull tliC* ^hops in llie 
Cify were closet!, fllntlus and Aliihomedens weni to ihc Ciiiiaf at iiiioiit 
10 o'clock, and llie Hindus on one sidr and llie l\lalK>nMa!ans on the 
oilier, offered prayeis i'or the release of Mahal uia (landlii and the repeal 
of tlie RowiaU Act. The people ivlurned to the Cilv at ahoul i i/ciock. 
At about 3, some hundred men prijceeded to the Railway Stalion, '-IhmjR 
ing'^^Gandhiki jai.” Some 20 of these men w^ere Inside Ihe fencing, 
opposite the Station plat form, and Ihe rest stood ouRide thf lenring. 
They exhibited to the passing train that they had inad(‘ a UnrUtL Itiey 
ifien retiirried lo the Mandi, and heltl a meeling”, prolesling against tfic 
Rowlatt Acts. The rneeling resolved to wire lo If, If. tlie UfUteiianC 
Governor, and H. E. the Alceroy against ihe Ihovhdt \cls, and Ihe wires 
were sent accordingly’. 

Sardar Kartarsing, Inspeclor of Poli-c, was llien in Sanuia- Ih" iiid 
not prevent eilher the inecslng: or Ihe Ila/inI; he niadf* iiu adHri-r r«‘ptni>. 
Ail the sliops were op(*ned after o o'clock aMei- ihe wiir-- had bram M‘nt. 

On the IBlli April, llio Asslslant Commissioner, l.ala Siriram of Siie- 
khiipura came lo Sangla. He made inquiries iunl inund ihal 
people had observed the llaridl, they had coniniiHial no act of Uolimce, 
and be made no adverse reporl. 

On Ihe li'Hli \pri}, Ihe Depuly Connnissiorn'r of (dijranwala also 
came lo Sangla. ife called the leaders, and said Ihal as Ihey did not 
underslaiid Ihe sense or Ihe reasons for the //nr/n/, but merely hdkim'c 
ed Giber cities, ho would overlook the occasion, and adsisKl Ihem not to 
have any fuidher /Rn’/nL 

On lihe 22nd Ajail, a( aljout 11 o'clock, 1} It'adta- nf Ihr i.if^ wtOe 
arresitxi b.y I lie Commanding Officer, and Ificy wane dOaifn-il .0 fhe >l.i- 
lion und( 0 ‘ a Ih-ilish (hiard, but were reieaMof at U 

On llic 2l]lh ApOl, at about 9 oh lock. a. ledallioit «d‘ tiriUsii soL 
dlers marched through the Cily, and three men were arrcsled and kepi 
under miiilary guard at ilie builway Slaiion. 

Oil Idle 2it.h April, the Head Consfable arreshaJ lo\*a inoiv nieii, liila 
Soheiilal and Tliakoredas. Belli these men, together with, ihe three delaincil 
on the previous day, were made over to ihe City Bolice, and \vere dv* 
tained in Ihe public sum!, near the station. 


On ilio 28 l,!i April, al abonl: 9 a. in., Ihi-sc 5 tiirii -nil in j.iii. 

Ilicy waro raloasad nii hail of a Ihonsand nipeos fardi. Al ahniil i pjii. 
English soldic'is ramo iiilo Ihc Cil.y and nm'sicd a lailnr, and ntidtir 
Ihraats oE riolenco look away Ivvo ChaoEars (bed slteclsi I'loiii ilia shops ol 
Lala Rhac'wandas and Hanidas. They also look awa\ a hand I'an, luo 
glasses, and a pair of bools from a polly shotikcejier. (In presimis occa- 
sions, they used In go to Iho City and take away arlicles Irnni sarious 
shops hy forro even in Iho presence of thcdr Ollicers. 

On 1st May, I left Saiigla, 
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The joint statements of (i) Kartar Singh, son of Partah Singh, Lamlmdar 
■ and Za.ildar,Jat, age 35 years, of Butiar Chak T19, Thatia Sangla, Dis- 
trict Gujranivala. (2) Ganda Singh> son of Samoa} Singh, 46 yeats, 

(3) Thakar Singh, son of Sanwal Singh, 40 years. (4) Fauj- 
dar Singh, son of Sunder Singh, 38 years, (5) Wajam- 
dar Singh, son of Phoola Singh, 38 years, 

{All of the same, village.) 


On the 7 tli or 8tli May, at about 0 a.m., Biilisb troops camp, lo 
our village. One Christian missionary addressed Kartar Singh Lamhar- 
dar and said that he required four men. The .Lamhardar enquired as 
to which four. Then the missionary named Ganda Singli, Tliaknr 
Singh., Faujdar Singh and Rajindar Singh. Except myself and Ganda 
Singh, all others were away. Accordingly, I sent men to find them and 
gave charpais (cots) to British soldiers. 

They were still waiting, when Sant Singh Lamhardar, Chak 118 , 
came with an order, and wanted those very four men. They asked me 
as to hoAv long it would take them to come back. I replied that the 
squares were at a distance, hut they would come soon. Then they said 
that they could not wait any longer. The B. Sergeant said something 
to the missionary in English, and ordered me and Ganda Singh to stand 
up. I asked leave to put on clothes, to* which the missionary replied 
that there was no need to put on clothes as we had been arrested. Ac- 
cordingly, I and Ganda Singh were taken aAvay with 12 soldiers on each 
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side. On llie wa)^. al a dklmm of abotif. Ualf-a-uiilo or t:*o, Urn mis- 
.sioiiary sl«*pp^'d lo talk nnIHj soina swopers ol* our sWU^i^ rudrrUf^ t.* 
loako thoin prosorutiou ^\illiassas* Myscli and louida Shfuii 
hroii-hl lo Iho Sangla Sialioio AKcr an htuir, Saul Sirigh l.aiubanku 
brought Thakar Singh and llajindar Singh and protluoud lluuu lau’oro 
the Officer Oonummduig. They were aisu brought lo llu^ staOKMi under 
Military Guard. Wo all five were put in Ihe same [>la{‘e. Al abmil 7 
p.m, the Municipal Secretary came lo the Sangla Slalion, ami in^gnui to 
talk in English -wiQi the British soldiers. From liis talk, it seemed tlial- 
he referred to us. Our doubts came lo be true; because, wlien he went* 
away, the soldiers tited hoih our hands bidiiinl us with rnp(‘S. While 
tying, the soldiers took off Ganda Singh’s gold v\ug frmn his finger. 
On this, we all four took off what we had on our fingers and hid llieiit. 
Our clothes were taken off, and we felt much cold owing to Ifjc failing 
of rain, followed l)y storm. They intealionally liirew on us hot te.'i, 
and remnants of biscuits and meat born^s (prejudicial to our rtdigimd 
and mocked at us. People, who warded to see us and brmigld our 
meals w’ere threatened with bayonets, and wvrv not allowed lu come 
near us. After^Yards the same missionary and Muniaipi! Sci n-laiy came, 
and began to talk in English. They did not a>k us anvtliing. After 
this, w^e were handed over lo S. Amar Single E. \.0.., w Im >eni us lo the 
Thana. For 5 days we remained in the lock-up. Aller a days, we 
were released. Wo were not lold for whai rrt^sofi atid on wfiat iiiarges 
we had been anesled and given so much trouble. 

Our crops suffered much owing to our arrest, as 1he wluatl crop 
was. quite ready. We w'cre put to much loss. Gariga Sirigh, Si»n nf ham 
Singh, Sucliet Singh Lambardar, Solioa Singli, brulher of Phnia Single, 
and Uslina, a Christian, wvu’e asked to gi\e false ewldefica* against us. 
They w'eie taken for giving such evidence, but they did nut kn^u what 
evidence they w*ere to give, and what evidence they ga\e. 

Wo liavG not known uplil now the reason nf mir arrests. 

383 

The stalenienl of Dina Nath, son of Eahumal Rui^ msii\ Bhiifimif {Arord) 
doth merchant^ resident of Sangla: District Gujrammkh 


During the days of the Martial Law, I >vas arresleci and bremght to 
the Towm Hall with oth.er people. For two davs we were mack lo slaml 
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He was made to stand in tlie sun. He got iii after guing thcio fur 'J 
days co-nlimioiMy. I tried that my son should not go there, hu\ as I he 
order was tliat, in case, any boy absented bimseif, his fallier isould 
be imprisoned, I kept on sending my son oidy ihrougii fear. He 
went on allcuding for about 1 or 5 days. Tlie boys were made fu stand 
in the sun for an hour or two. It was the hot season. One day my 
son came back at 4 p.m. and said in fear that the Sahib uas captur- 
ing people that day. Ho was Tery much frightened. The doctor was 
sent for, but there was no relief. He breathed his last at 10 o'clock 
at night- He was the only son between four bouses. My son died simply 
because he could not stand the heat and the sun. Boys had to go for p 
roll four times a day, ? 
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Ikestatemeni of Sard%r Diwaa SiEgli, Sub -Editor “ Ttm 
Leader^ ^^ Lahore* 

I have personal knowledge of the ffollowing facts , , 

First of all, six men, all oi whom, were respectable people were 
arrested aod handcaffeci- They ware not fold the charg-B agaiost 
them, nor were they given any other information. After tho lapse of 
a month and a half ch'Jirges were framad against them. 

V Randhir.Siogb, inspector of Police, was degraied and transferred 
0.0' the arrival of CoL O^Brieo. 

In order to gai np false prosecution ■ witiiessas, the people were 
subjected to corporal punishment; filthy and- abusiva language was 
used against - them in the bassar, they were severely fraateJ, and the 
Police subjected respectable men to all sorts of hardships aod in ligoitias* 
The people were forced, unwillingly, to come forward ss pros.eeiitiou 
witoeeses with fictitious accouats* 

Telegrams were sent to His Escelieucy the Viceroy and the 
Lieutenant .Governor, Punjab, about the false prosecution witnesaest 
But no attention was paid nor any enquiry held. The telegrams were 
worded thas;-"-^ 

** Hafizabad’ Police nyikimj fahe emdenct aikiiyM innocAwL lliiuik 
PfMk pray for mrlp enquiry. 

< -'When it became known to the Oolouel that sueh telegrams were 
being sent, they were censored and refused. The Summary Oaurt 
Martial disponed of ail the Bafigabad eases in the course of oae single 
day. Even a few lainates previous to the judgtimmt being delivered, 
the aroused were not at all informed of the ch' 4 rges against them, nor 
Wfre all defence witnesses summoned. From start to finish of lha 
mpes, the accused were not allowed to see their relatives, !isl the 
latter ■ should bring some evideuee on behalf of the defence. The 
accused in the Hafizabad cases ineluled big kud-owuersi llakei^ 
Bankers, Lawyers, aod other respeckble people, unci were marched 
haudeuffad through the streets aad^ were deliberately hurniliatoa* 


SB9^ 

^ ■ Therslatew Mfewa .Siiigh, srm of Sardar Kirpal 

Slhgh^ Gove/ ftmeni PemioneTf Bead Clerk {forest Deparirrieni}* 


was H^ad Clerk in the Forest Departmeati mi retired oa 
jeasi'^u ir. lliOS. Afrer that 1 se tied permanentlj at HafizabacL 

Recruiting Was going on quite satisfactorily during the lime 
of Mr, Hamilton, Deputy Commissioner ofj Gujranwala« No com* 
pulsion was used, and all those, who enlisted| did so of their own 
free will* On ti e arrival of CoL O’Brien, the matters assumed 
quite a different form. The Colonel appointed Officers for that 
work, who were conspicuous for their cruelty in the district. For 
example, Malik Sahib Khan, the Revenue Officer, and Ahmad 
Hussain, the Tehsildar of Hafiasabad. These Officers adopted on 
the advice of a few ZJldarg, such a harsh policy, that in a few 
d^ys thp people of that part of the disfriet were terrified Menials 
w<re arrested bj ftrce aod presented for eoHstcoeot. When that class 
decreased, other clas^<rs were impressed for that purpose, if any person 
r 6 fa^ed to enlist^ he Wis tried nnder section 107 of the Indian 
P^nal Code, and was subjected to other hardships. Recruits in 
large numb-rs were brought down to H»fiztbad for enlistment, 
and they were all shut up in the compouod of the Tebsil. Their 
relatives used to asseo ble outside the Ttbsil and cry. But they 
were beaten away by the police constables. Women were reguarly 
weeping and crying and used to say, in mourning tones, that th 0 
Lieutenant Governor was dead, since their cries were not at all 
heard and redressed, and their sons and husbands were so Cruelly 
snatcht^d fr m them and recruited against their will. The recruiti 
were supplied by the Rtcruitiug Officers to wealthy people on 
paymeni They were made to buy them and then make them over 
to the Government. In case of their not providing recruits, they 
were - cbaigfd Es.' ^'800' for each -recruit The Officials had grown so 
foolish that tb<-y themselves took recruits from the Zaildars, and got 
them enrolled in the names of wealthy meo, who were made to pay 
mru*-y which was pocketel by the Officials, Those who heard the 
:Unes:aod lami'ntatiot.s of the poor -..widows, were moved to tears 
This tymooicdl behaviour was a cause of the disturbanoei. Many 
other intolerable cruelties were practised. 





On th© 214 of April 1 waa arrested without ^ 

22Qd. warrants were drawn and the sigoatttr© of th© District M'igi4riile 
obtained, 1 was placed for two dajs in theHafiasabad Iook*»tipi which was 
^ery dirty. Twenty-three men were packed np there in a single room* 
It could hardly accommodate four persons. We were potto fearfa^ 
discomforts^ not being allowed even to ease ourselves^ when we felt the 
neoessity,,^ ; Two of nS' were taken out- at a time In handcnff^. At fcimts 
we had to ' pass stools in the loctnp. On the 23fd of Aprils 1919| 
we were removed. to the Gajranwala District Jail All the 23 P'^rsons 
were bound by the same chaim, ' .Handcuffs were put on the hinds of 
every body® W© were taken there under- the strict snrvt-illanoe sod 
gnard of the Armed Military Police, We were not allowed to answer 
the call of natare, or to drink water on the way. The treatment 
accorded to ns by the menial staff was intolerable. On May 23^ 1919^ 
we were again taken back to Hafizabad, for identification. 1 cannot 
express the horrible treatment that was meted oot to m by the Polieaj 
on onr way lio Hafissab^d. Some seven or eight men were allowed 
their own food by the Sopariiitendent, Jiil, Qojranwala. When w© 
were taken out from the Giijranwala Jail in handcoffs^ the J-dlor 
asked the Sub Inspector of F./Hca to allow us to tak^^ our meaisj v^hicb 
were ready^ but the Utter refoseJ to allow us to do so. We hid thm 
to fast for the whole day. We were brought down to .L»hore on 29ih 
May, The 'papers were shown to the, Pofalic Prosecutor^ who sent these 
cases back, conaideriag our offence to -.be slight On the evening of 
4th Juncj Mr, Wace called on us to put in^ a list of defence witnesses# 
In spite of our repeated xequests^ we were not informed of the charges 
against us^ nor wer© we given the names of the prosecution witnesses^ 
The date for the hearing was fixed for '7th June, which left us a very 
short time to prepare the case. We could not inform our relafiv©i| 
nor engage the services of lawyers. One of my deiVnee witnessesi 
Dr. IJmrek Singh, Assistant Snrgpon, was at Simla, He was not 
called. Id cross-examioation. Dr. Doulat Ram admiUed (hat he wag 
.on bad terms with -me. Other prosecution wiliiesaes ar^pi-areJ out of fear 
of the police. My defence witnes-^es^ who are all res; eet i^Qnik* 
men. had d*^posed that i had been confiued to bed on account or inaiiie 
trouble in the ©yes^ and could not have left rny house* I mn more tliao 
60 years of age* I have nev^r taken any part in a^y polideal mi-etiftgs# 
Mr, Wace, after consultation with Col.' O’Brien, the Deputy Coiiimis. 
sioner, fined me Rs. 500, My petition -'for mercy still remaiai iiiideall 
with. This is all due to the mischief of the police, who had woa ovty 


a few badmashes (liooligaos) to support Ihecifi* all Ibe 

oocarrenoes took pkoe on the same day, at the vary plaoe. The 
disfcarbaiioes coutinaed for two cays, the 14th and the 15th* On the 
former, the Police did nut try at al! to cheek the activities of the people # 
rather they abetted them. Oe the latter day, the distarbanees wef» 
qaelled by simply firing a few blank cartridges and wiihoat the help 
of mj additional police or Military from outside^ Had the Police 
done its duty on the first day, these things would never have happeaed 
at all. The damage done to the buildings at Hafimbad might have 
amounted |to a few rupees. Es. 6000 have been collected from 
the inhabitants in the form of fine. The people hate to' bear ihe 
expenses of the Fanitive Police, and this is a source of gteat^ trouble 
to the poor subjects of Kis Majesty. • ■ <’ 
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The statement o/Lala Rupehand Oho pm qf Eafimhad. 


For the first two years or so of the War, Gojranwala district supplied 
a comparatively smaller number of recruits, as the then Depmiy. Com** 
missioner, Mr. W S, Hamilton, would not adopt the press«*gang method 
to obtain recruits. But with the advent of Lieut. Col. O’Brien as 
Deputy Commii'sioner, things began to change, and, on his first public 
a pearance at Hafizabad, Col. O’Brien used the words “‘main lunga* 
main luog9, main lunga” ( I w ill take, I will take, 1 will take, 
rccraifcs ), Henceforth vigorous methods mere adopted to get recruits 
and war loan?. People were bullied, beaten and coerced, until things 
came to such a pass tivat tow^urJs the close of the war, complaiois 
about the high“haodad action of the local Tehsiidar, as regards recruit- 
ing and War Loan, found their way to the press. Possibly, the 
prohibition of the entry into ihe Punjab, of Naggumh^ a defunct 
Galcotia Urdu paper, was'due to this fact. 

I cannot speak personally of the Rowlat Act agitation^ as, during 
the fir&t fortnight of April, I was in a village, Bikaner, where things 
were quite calm and plackl 1 leached Hafizabadon the 17tb of April* 
when I found the town absolutely cuLn and the only sign of distnr* 
banco was, that two or three people ( Tope and Manga! Das Ahluwalia) 
were under arrest. 

Suddenly, Martial Liw was declared ia the ©venitig of the 
18th of April, Even after the declaration of Martial Law, thing© 


were not very bad, though, on the gist of April, 8ome prorr.ineot 
persons were arrested. Bat on the 30th of April, Lt. Col. 0 B'iea 
paid his second visit to Hafizabad, alter the dedarution of Martial 
Law, and ushered in such a reign of terror that only a person, who was 
present in those days at Hafizahad, could realize the stern reality of 
the thing. 

(1) The local Tehsildar, Lala Mathra Das, one of the bestTehsil- 
dars Hafizabad has had for many a long day, was asked to 
take leave and aubseqaently transferred. 

(2) The Munsiff was also transferred. 

(3) Lala Sri Nath Ziildar was dismissed. 

w The Officiatio^ lospector of Policei* who faac! bitlierto 
been' ia charge of the investigation^ was traiilfarred md 
Mohamaiaci Khan ^ along, with a new Sob-Iiisiiector of 
Policei placed ia charge of lovestiigatioii. The Q^^puif 
OomiiiissioBer io company with Lienf. Talerrijp tidieiJ 
Maodies and Bazars and arrested a ijiimber of peopli 
whom |Lt Tafcem saspeeied of implicitioa in an atfcjtck 
npoE hkia 

‘Ih the evening of April SOtk b?*tweea 9 and 10 p. a pro* 
clamatioa was issued by beat of drum ; ^*Dy« Comiiiibsioiiftr ka liokata 

hai jo pagbandh hai snbab sat baje tehsil ke eau^iit} httEsir ho jtwo 
Jo hazar na hoga, goliese miifa javegi** (by order of llie Deputy 
Coaimissionefs every turban wearer adult male should present him- 
elf lomorrow mornitigj at seven o’ciock, in from of ihe Tebsil If 
anybody absents himself^ he will be shet). Hence forth, the procia^ 
totioDi by beat of drum, became a regular feature* On IJaj Itsl, 
a number of respectable people, inoluding vakils and chandhries of 
Man di, were arrested. 

The new lospector and the Sob-iiispector of Police began their 
work, and the methods adopted by them to secure eviddiica baffle 
descriptioiia Thus they would iavits people and muke them sil all 
day long so the open, and ask them to 03mo agnin tiia next inyriiing* 
Ibis process was cootinoed almost to the end of the M .41 tial Law 
daySj and was repeated now with the people of M,iiids ami liieis of 
bazars and so on« 

Ihe new Military Officer (Captain in a transport corfis),fit the 
head of a number of sowars (Cavalry), began his bbtlaily visits lo 
the Town, Bazars, BoadSi eta., and aU persoai were requireci ta 
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salute him aod other Oi?iI. aod' Military OfficerSi staiciiii^ op 
School children, even of; the .-.lowest ^ classes, had to present thiim- 
jelves ' twice a day, at S a« m* aad'5' p. mt, at the roll*«call taken by this 
. new" Military 

V' Borne Brjtis^ took away-' things sodi as soapsi hand- 

kerchiefs and cigarettes, without payment# 

'■ Ag^iiflg bribery , and c^rmptioa of the Martial Law days ha?0 left ■ 
it 0 ,;aftermatb behind* Tims the Eev, C« F Aodrews, in my coinpaafi . 
went' : to' the Inspectcr’s house, on October 20i.b, and laid a Ciise of 
extortion against some Members of the local punitive police, with 
the result that two Constables were diismiased and the Havaldar 
degraded." 

I am an Oxford man and have resided in Europe, mostly in 
England, forever 13 years# At the outbreak of the War in ISM, 

I offered my sertiices for the W ar* Later on, I became a member 
of the Indian Ambulance Corps, and was among the City of London 
men, who volunteered to make small amunition at the R )yal Arsenal, 
Woolwich, during week-ends* On my return to India, at the end 
of 1915, I have resided at various fkces including Hdfiziba4 My 
father and relations bold a good deal of landed and other property 
in Hcifizabsid Tehsd; thus I may be said to belong to it So far I 
have taken no part in politics and meetings, and my reasons to com© 
forward as a witness are: — 

(1) Refusal to be terror-sriken by the Martial Law regime, . 

(2) Espressioo of a strong feeling of injustice rankling in the 
hearts of many people, 

(3) Laying bare of the cruel iojostic© which has been done, . . 
and the apprehension that people may be airaid to come 
forward as wituegses. 
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The statement of Qoknl Ohm if son of Nanak Chanad aged 25 gears, 
Soap Manufacturer^ KhatriyOf Ha flmdad. 

lo April, 1919, Ih© Inspector- of Foiice ' me to his house, 
;and, asked me to depose against Labha ' Mai, son of Sander Siogh 
Kapur, and Earn Sahai Kapur, and told me that if I did not, I .would 
Be" arrested, .1 said, in reply, that. I ' "wa8 not prepared to make a false 
statement* : The Impector' of Police the whole" day, under 
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Police OrnWy °" ?! 

ft!;LaofA^i.l6W, I - c.™ c.iM and »a. non.,., ni^ 

depose against Labha Mai and Ram Sahax. I a 2 :a.n refn^ed. He 

ll„..l.n,d 0,0 lot abort Ihrte hoot, and .bowed m. th» hao.l-onff«. 
Atu.tlw,a.rte.ttd. Eton after a-f-t, I wa, pt....d and wa, told 

that even then there wa. enoogh'lin.. t. agree to d-poa. age, net the 
above-named peraona and that I wonld tha,i be releaaed. 1 retnaei At 

last I was pnt in Jail and was sent to Gojranwala and the Lahore 

Central Jails, and my house and shop were searched. Up till noef, 1 

have not been told of the oliWce charged against me. I was released 
after being kept in Jail for one month and 22 days. 
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llm Statement of aardar Mangai Sirgh, affed 4S years, son of 
Shankar Singh Shoplteeptr of Hafizahad 


My son, Gian Singh, is quite innocent. He was arrested on 
account of our enmity with the Police Inspector, Rindhir Singh. 
Everybody at HafiZdbdd knows about ih The enmity arose from the 
fact that Gian Singh pat a poster (see translation Exhibit A, hereto), 
stating that Mahant Shamair Singh bed been squandering the in- 
come of the temple ( Gurdwara) of the 6th Guru. The proper expenses 
amounted to Ra 400 and the remaining^ sum of Rs. 400 was being 
wasted. He suagested that the Utter amount should be used for 
the temple ( Gurdwara ). On acojunt of this enmity, Mahant Sbamair 
Singh asked the Inspector to arrest Gian Singh, if he ( the Inspector ) 
was his real duo' pie, as the Mahant was highly disgraced by the ci ntents 
of that poster. At this snggestion, the Inspector arrested ray sun Qian 
Singh. We were quite helpless. The Inspector told me that be would not 
challenge him, it 1 paid him Rs. 200. 1 replied that I was a poor man, 
that we earned our livelihood by selling syrnps, and that nobody 
would give me a loan. At this, the Inspector got furions aud'said that 
he would not release Gian Singh, who put up a poster against his Guru 
Mahant Shamair Singh. I attach herewith the poster (EX. A.). Gian 
Singh never took any part in the distarb-mces. He was sHjer- 
vising the work of masons at home. He was also studying the Qranth 
Siabib ( the Bible of the Sikhs ). On the llth, at 11 a, tn., he was 
quite busy and did not find time to go out. Prosecution wiitibea, 
Ahmed Din, who appeared against my son, was threatened that if he 
did not give evidence ajgainst tl» boy, he himself would be amiM and 
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pot in the lock-np. Ahmed Din is a habitual offender. Ho bears uS 
eumity, because he owes us some money, and there had been a quarrel 
between us twice, over this money. The second prosecution witness, 
SondarSiogb, has his shop in front of mine, and has appeared as a 
witness against every person. He is a man of bad repnlation and he 
told me that, if I gave him Rs. 50, he would not give evidence against 
ray son. I could not afford to give him Rs. 50. And he gave evidence 
against my son. 

Exhibit A. 

Translatim of the Potter, r^erred io in, the fofeffoi'^ tMtmmt* , 

It is hereby announced to_tbe jeublio_.to the income of the temple 
of Guru Hargobind Sahib is Rs. ^0 ^|>er mensem. The expeoaes 
Rs. 400 per mensem. The sjiatepent of expenditure, way, please, be 
given. The kvisgi .sbptdtl !^;;ei#nts|or ^ a verandah 

for Doibit Sahib. 

.1 Please put in the accounts at yonr earliest convenience. Gian 
Shamair Singh, the money belongs to the Durbar Sahib, and it mus 
' not be wasted. You oan have sufficient money for your clothing and 
food. Yon can check my accounts. 

(M.) Qurudwara 8th Padshah* 

Sewak Gian Siagh 

Hafisabad. 
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The ttaiemmt of Jattu Earn son cf Sardar Matdb Singh, 
aged 3S years, goldsmith, of Hafisabod. 


I was sent for, for ten or ffteeu days continuously, by Mohammad 
Din Tbanedar, who went on pressing me to give evidence, in accordance 
with his wishes, against ther-follawirg peraons:~l4ala.Gard8a>‘Ram, 
Pleader, Sardar Gurdyal Singh, Bba Ram, BeU Ram, and La!4 Ram 
Sahai I refused at first to igivel false evidence, and was therefore 
abused in a vulgar manner. Daily .they Bent for. we and harassed me. 
Be irg thus compelled, I had, to give evidence against them. That 
evidence of mine was totally false. 1 myself saw Ladha Singh refusing 
to give evidence, and this caused his arrest. Being terror'StriokoD, I 
gave evidence and had also to bribe the Thanedar Mohammad Din, with 
a sam of Rs. lOO, which I bad. to realise by ths sale of gold, Tha Isfibe 

was given on 19th May, ia the garden, and I was then, relicvied of all 

trwibie. ; 
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Tk$ »tatm$nt o^Devi Dayal, son qf lMa Ld Ohmd, 
qf 


My siiter’s husband hftd been ill since 11th April. He was under 
the treatment of Sunder Dass, Oomponnder, and Lala Ganesh Dass, 
Asstk Surgeon. He was laid up with a serious attack of pneumonia. I 
went to the market on 19th and 20th April. I was sitting at the shop 
of Bhai Mahan Singh Hari Ghand in Bulaqi Barn’s market, when 
Ohanna Dafedar came to me and said that 1 was wanted by the Police 
Inspector. I went with him. I found Lala Arur Chind, and Lala 
Labha Mai, Municipal Oommiasioner, and Bhagwan Dass, sitting 
there. I was asked by the Inspector to give evidence against 
Haveli Ram, Gokal Ohand, Moh |Din, Kirpa Ram, and Mela R im , 
I refused, saying that at that time I was in my house, attending 
my brother-indaw who was ill. The Inspector at once got angry 
and threateningly remarked tbat he had the Depnty Oommissioner’s 
orders to arrest everybody who refused to give evidence. I was then 
compelled to agree. On the 30th of April, we were called before the 
Depnty Commissioner, at the Dak Bungalow. About one handrad 
men were present there. They were made to stand for identifica- 
tion. Mr. Tatem examined every man minntely and identified only 
5 or 6 men out of them. Mathra Dass, Tehsildar, took down the 
names of all these men, under the orders of the Deputy Oomraissiooer, 
At about 8 p. m., we were allowed to go home. When I went to 
my house, I learnt from my brother that my servant, Sohna, 
was arrested, as he had been identified by Mr. Tatem, I asked him 
to explain to me the circumstances under which he had been 
arrested. He told me that they were standing on their well, when 
both Sohna and Naraina were made to stand and Mr, Tatem got 
hold of Sohna. At 11 p. m., it was announced that, under the 
order of the Deputy Ooramissiouer, everybody above the age of 
ten should present himself before the Depnty Commissioner, at 
a. m. If anybody failed to do so he would be shot dead. On or 
about the 1st of May, some 4,000 men assembled there at 7-30 a. m 
They were made to stand in a row. Of these one hundred stood in 
one line, when Mr. Tatem, the Deputy Oommissioner, the Superin- 
tendent wd other Officers <j»me to identify them. They indetified 
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Daryai Lalj son of Daiilat' Earn, and arresled him. Darya Mai aiul 
Mfther Chandjf who were: arrast^, Wfre pr«*senfc for identification in 
that ■batch of ' 100* I think '.Mathra DasSj Tehsildar^ knows all about it« 
'/■Narainaj :wh(> ..'was' th present 'for ideDtifioafiooi was identified and 
arrest.ed, ' We felt it very miich.B.s'it wes £lieer tyranny, 40 c»r 50 rneoi 
who were prosecution witnessegi were ordered to appear at the Bangaiow 
at l'p*m. We went there after our meals* Just when we reached 
?ther^^ was arrested, lie was asked to hand over 
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the gold ornaments or everything else which he had with him, although 
his house m well as that of Lala Arar Chaod had been searcfc&d'fefnro- 
Half-an-honr later, Arur' (')band and Sunder Das came acd 
arrested under the orders of Qhulam Hussain, S, D* 0., and were gent 
to the locK-up. Soon after, a regular guard of constables, with hand- 
cuffs and rifles in their hands, c«^me up to us, the prosecution witnesses* 
The S. D. 0. said that we would all be arrested like Arur Chand and 
Labba Mai, if we did not comply with his orders* We all kept sitting 
there* Again the ekapmsis and other petiy Tehsil employees were 
called in and pressed to get people arrested. Otherwise they would 
themselves be arrested. At 8-30 in the night, all the prosecution 
witnesses were allowed to go with orders to come the nest day. Next 
day, we again went to the Dak Bungalow and stayed there throughout 
the day* Nobody called u?, as ail wrere engaged in taking the 
stateiiKBts of ehaprasis and Tehsil clerks. We were let oft at 
9 that night and wt re asked to report ourselves, the nest morning at 
7 o’clock. I was called by a constable from the Dirbar S.ihib, where 

I had been saying my prayers. He took me to the Deputy Soperlnten- 
dent of Police at the Dak Bungalow, He said to me that I would 
have to give evidence in the right way. In case 1 did not, I would 
also be arrested, because I was already in tha list of those who were 
suspected. I was compelled to ugrte. After that, Gardas Earn, Shiv 
Das Bam, Bbagwan Singh, Gurbachaa Singh, lialaya Ram and others 
were all arrested ai 7 o’clock. On the previous day, all of us (the 
prosecution witnesses) were called to the Tehsil, for being shown the 
ofieadeis in couufctiou with the case of Mr, Tatem. Since the 
identification by Mr. Tatem was wrong, those men were placed under 
custody of the police oo the pretext of btiog prosecution witnesses. 
When 1 put in my name for identifying the accused, I was threatened 
by the S. D* 0*, and, under his influence, I pointed out two 
pep vho had been aeon by me in the mobt Even after thi# 
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1 was again tahnM by tba ' & I). 0., Im m 
identifying mj man from ihe MamlL 1 was iBimli friglitaoad las^ 

I also should be arrested I again saw the bearer of the S. £)• 0 
and he took me to the D- 0. He said that I should j ist lsl« 
into consideriition the fact that he had already got an itifc^rinalion 
from Dioa Nath, Overseer, to the effect \hM there two mon whose 
names ecdr-d with Dayal and they were engaged in aj^j^atihing Mr Tateiii 
and also the fact that I had been thrE^aloned witts my own arrest* 
demanded Rs« 3,000/ --as a bribe from me. I f'-plied tfiat I haJ iioihing 
to give, becaase 1 had lost a gotn'l dedl in mj bu^iiness during the Iasi 
four yean^s and had already been declared- insolverff., anil that I only 
worked as a broker. He suggested that i should take money , from 
those creditors of mine who isad already bee.5 ptiid l>y me, and the 
same should be given to him. I weoii to the Sahnkars (’nouiey-leiiders) 
and requested them for the money. I managed to get 11-. 1,00^^ and took 
the ssme to the S. D. 0, He said that the amnuiit was not r-rioiigli 
--and added that, if I were [arrested, i would be seiitencad to death 
or to trausportatiou tor life. He farther said it was easy to coiiooct 
evidence against m% I again entreated himt He accepted Ri« l,00lt 
and said that 1 should give a sum of Rs. 100 to his ehapmu I was 
then told that I would have lo give evidence. Two Dayak had 
been recorded in the Zamanai, in red ink. 

I was then taken to the Bungalow to gitfe evidence before the 
Deputy Commissioner. The Police wore stationed around as on all 

sides. 

Every time, the Police threatened and pat presaare upon me 
to give evidence. I was compelled to depose against Mohd. Dio 

TelL I was also a defence witness for one accused, bnt the Police 

compelled me not to appear in that eise. A few days later, I was 

taken lo Lahore, to appear as a prosecution witness. Even there 

the Police of Hatizabad were subjeciing me to } ressare. I did not, 
however, mind them there, and fearlessly deposed in the Cuart of 
Mr. Prenter that the acensed were not guilty and that they might 
have been only present in the crowd. I was present in the meeting of 
the 6th of April which was presided over by Alt Bahadm-. There was 
CO speech that might be regarded as calcnlateil to bo against the Go* 
vernment. On the contrary, the Government was thanked and a 
few telegrams were sent after passing a resolution to repeal the Kovr- 
Jail Act. No other consnltation^ or meetlBg took place at Hulisahaii^ 
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The police were ’so much ia power, that they arrested the defeaoi 
witnesses and brought them down to Hafizabad, I mean the witnessess 
who deposed in favour of the aconsaed in theAualgarh casa It wae 
to show that people deposing in favour of the aconsed would be 
similarly arrested. And two men from this place, namely, Amir 
Washerman and Ladha Singh had actually to stay in Jail for giving 
true evidence. 
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IJw Btatement o/Rsin Ohand, aged S5 yearly em ofBida Maly Qoojral 
( Khairi ), Confectioner gf EargovindpuTy now at Hafixahad, 





The shops were closed in the morning. I also was doing not’ 
bnt when I saw that some shops were opened, I arranged my be 
worth about Rs. 40"-/or 50/-in the Ohaura Ba»ar> for sale. At ai 
9 o'clock, a group of noisy boys came to me, A Mohamedan told me 
collect all m'y berries and go away, otherwise everything would be 
looted. Oat of fear, 1 put my berries again in the sack All of a 
andden, a gronp of Hindu and Mohamedan boys came from the direction 
of the Qariwan, looted some of my stock and threw away the tmit 
I myself was trodden under their feet and put to great trouble, 'Whep 
this group proceeded further, Randhir Singh, j Inepeetor of 
called me and asked me as to who had robbed me of my barrfel 
which 1 replied that I could not name the offender but I could idant 
him, A week after, the Inspector again called me, but some two or 
three days prior to thise, Deputy Saheb Zilla Husain Khan had sent 
for me, through Ali Mohd, ChaprasL I presented myself at the Tehsil 
at about 8-30, The Deputy Saheb asked me as to the peraon who had 
robbed me of my berries, to which I replied that it was a group of 
Hindu and Mohamedan hoys who had done so. The Deputy abused 
me and gave me a slap and told me that 1 should never ijgijaa 
Mohamedan, and further said that he knew that my berries were looted 
at the instigation of Labha Shah, Aroor Ohand, Raises and Bhagwaii 
Singh, Qurbachan Singh, Bhagwan Das, Wazir Ohand, Diwan Oband, 
pleaders, and that I was naming the Mohamedans^^^^^^^^^^^ 

I repeatedly said that this was wrong and that I would speak 
truth, but the Deputy again and again abused me and threatened 
that, if 1 would not name the above-mentioned persons, I 
put in the lock«up* He asked one Mehman Kashmiri,; 
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W(Aa ( tonga driver ) to peraaade'^me to speak what was “ right ’ and 
name those persons. This Mehman took me aside and tried to indnoe 
me to speak falsely, but I declined. He told me that, if I wonld not 
agree to name these persons, as desired, I shonld at least name the 

persons who were already in the look*np. I told him that I had to 
answer God for all that, and that I wonld not say any false thing, and 
that I had not seen any of these persons. ,1 was persistently naming 
the boys and he was insisting that I shonld desist from naming them, 
finally Mehman told the Deputy Saheb ^that I would not agree and 
took me to him. The Deputy began to abase me, called the sentry 
and ordered him to handcuff me. Then the sentry began to persuade 
me to name Labbu Shah and others, and said that I would in that 
case be at onoe released. He kept me handcuffed for about half an 
hour, abnsed me, gave me a beating and brought me to the look-np 
Again the Deputy called me and said that still there was time, otherwise, 
I wonld go to jail. After these threats my handcuffs were removed. 

' The Depnty seated me by bis chair and with an appearance of regard and 
affection said that I shonld save myselh Mehman and an old stpoy 
orderly began to persuade me to do what was required of me, bnt 
I would not agree. The Deputy gave me a slap and wonld not write 
down what I was dictating. He persisted that I shonld name Labha 
Shah, Aroor Ohand, Bairn, Gnrdas Mai, Shiv Earn, Bhagwan Singh, 
Gnrbachan Singh, Wazir Ohand, Dewan Ohand and Bhagwan Das, 
pleaders, and members; otherwise 1 wonld he sent to the lock-np, 
1 never agreed, 1 persisted that, upon my honour, 1 was dictating 
the truth in saying that some Hindu and Moharoedan boys had robbed 
me ot my berries. The Deputy got angry, ordered me to go out and 
come the next day. I went to my house and slept. No body thought 
of me for two days Aftr two days Bandhir Singh, Inspector, called me, 
I went to the Thana with a ChauBdar. The Thanedar again repeated 
the question about the berries. It was evening and, with folded hands, 

, I replied that it was a group of some Hindu and Mohamedan boys from 
! '^tiwan, who did the mischief and I would identify them. After 
Kandhir Singh, Inspector, was put in charge of other a&irs and 
I went to Lahore on the 13th, 14th and 15th as a proseeation witneas. 
On my return, Mohammad Khan, Inspector, sent for mo and kept me 
sitting in his bnnglow for four days. I was allowed to go home in 
rthe evening and return in the morning, every day. One Assistant 
Captain, S. Mohammd Rasul, and one Sub-Inspector, Abdullah, wwf 
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sifetiog wilh huB* All the three asked me about iiie iocideal; of the 
berries* I clearly told them that it was a groap of Hirulo and Moharne* 
dan boys from Gariwan who had looted my berries. On hearing this, 
all tho throe pressed me hard, and with threat^ asked me to niiiiie 
the maarbers. I was at last compelled to name anf3 Hiodu mimed Saofc 
■ Earn, with whom I was not on good teriiis* I was then released* On 
my naming Sant Ram the invesligadon was set on fool* . After some 
ten or twelve days, Mohd* Din. Inspector, sent for me. I went to the 
garden with the $epo‘ij^ The Sub-Inspector put me the same question 
about: the' berries. I made the same atatementi again. The Sob* 
Inspector refused to take down my statement, and pressed me to name 
the members, abused me, thre-itaned me and gave me a beating* 
I was harassed for a long time and wag put to a great deul of trouble* 
I was compelled to sit from 6 a. m, till 9 p. ra, and was asked to 
name the members. In the end I was released, ou payment of Bs. 100/* 
to Deputy, Lala Khan, which were given at his bungalow at 10 p.m, 
Then I went to Lahore for giving evidence. On my retorn, the Deputy 
Cfemmissjoner, on bis tour to Hafizabad, arrested and punished a 
number of men. Martial Law was then removed. Through the grace 
of Qod 1 esQiped. 
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fhe stat&rMnt o^Behari Lai Kapur, son cf Lola Sundar Dast, age id 


gears, shop~kee^er, Hafisahad, Baliiociy Bazaar. 


On the 2lsfc of April, 1919, the Police Inspector of Hafisabad 
arrested my elder brother, Lala Labha Rata Kapnr, at the shop of my 
lounger brother, Harzari Lai. My brother was absolutely iacocenfc. 
He and I were arrested by the Police Inspector on account of personal 
grudge that he had against him. The Police lospeefcor had his resUenoe 
in a house, near our stable, known as Mandi of Lais Tirath Ram 
Kapnr. As the Inspector was in need of some pla® for his cattle and 
’» hooi ( Chaff ) he asked my brother, Lala Labha Sam, to give him hia 
house. Lala Labha Ram declined to do so, as J^e house in hia posses- 
sion was hardly sufficient to meet hia own requirements, and that he, 
had no other house, ~ , 

Another reason for my arrest was that, On the 26th of April, 1919 
A Bniuh soldier, posted at Qaffisabad, came tf> toy shop, ttt the Sailtn^ 
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^zmh at about 4 o'clock, mi got from ma maclieia« f o. 678 worli 
Es. X-8-0. He offered me He. 1-2--0 for ifc, whiet I refused to a^sept 
He weal away with the aiedioke withoat piyiag anylhiog for ii 
I reported thii to the lospeotor of Police, The Inspector sent a 
constable to the Emropeao Officer io charge^ to report the bol 

ha retorEed'tmsiiCoessfiiU 1 ooce again remiodecl the Ins poo lor aboot 
the price of the medioine, A coo<^tab1e in the Police Station told the 
Inspector that I was a brother of LalaLabha Ram. On this the Inspector 
laid to me, ®‘Yoti complain against the - Officers* I shall ■, reckon with 
yom ’® I returned to myshop. . 

On 27th April 1919^ he arrested me and my servant# Tirath - Ram, 
aged foorteen years. He prodoced two small boys# Allah and Dittfti 
aged between ten and twelve years# as witnesses agaio,9t ns as well as a 
Governm-ent servant My case was heard by Commission No, 3 at 
Lahore, The evidence being false, 1 was accjiiitted on 5th Jiini% 19 ill ^ 

. after being in custody for one month and nine days. The price of the 
■ medicm yet been paid. This sum was enter©’'! in rny Akata 

Bimh (daily account book ), which cm be produced when recjiiircd. 
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2%fi statement oj Sarflar Hira Singh son of Narayain Simjh age 5| 
years, Arura, shop-keeper's assistant, residence Hajizahad, Dietnct 

Qiijranwala. 

Hatpam Singb, son of Nihai Singh, is my adoptai son. usnd 
to visit Sant Sauuair Singb, who lived in Qurdwara Obhowiti Padsfathi 
( Sacred temple of the sixth Guru). This man took a lot of uionej 
from the people, under the plea of havng a katha (religiou.s sermon). 
Many women also used to go to his place. I forbido mj gjts Jiarnam 
Singh going to this Sant. Sardar Bhagwati Singh, is entered in 
register No. 10, as badmash, and Insj/tctor Uanbir Singh used to take 
meals and drink with him. They re.sented greatly, when mj son 
Harnam Singh and i remonstrated with them. 

Hariiam Singb and Gian Sin::b, aefinsed, pnplished a notice cailing 
upon the Managers of Gordwara to give acoonnts, as she ijrmme was 
Rs. 800, while the expenditure amoualed to R», 400 only. They were 
called upon to spend the bilauce on the Gurdwara. A great quarrel 
took place over this affair. Martial Law fur.nshed them a saitable 
weans for revenge, and my son was arrested oa the iSth of April, at 
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11 A. M., while at school, without auy justification. I entreated the 
Inspector Sahib and Bhagwan Singh, saying that my son was innocent, 
that I was a poor man, and that they should get my son released 
In answer, I was told that my son would be hanged. I offered to pay 

them some money, if they would help me. They demanded Bs. 1,000, 
and after many entreaties, the bargain was struck for Its. 500. I sold 
some ornaments to Oharan Das and paid Rs. 200 to the Inspector of 
Foliee, throngh Bhaghwan Singh, and said that the balance would be 
paid on my son being set free. They took the money, but ekailaned 
my boy at the same time. He was sentenced to imprisonment for life, 
on the false evidence concocted by these n^. 


The itatmenk of Hukam Devi, mother of Deg Eaj, of Eaf.«abad. 

My son, Des Baj Seth, grocer, Hafizabad, is in Jfiil now. 1 ata a 
poor widow. ' His only offence was that he refused to become a 
prosecution witness, for wlucb he was arrested daring the Martial Law 
days. The day on which he was arrested, a police ooustable from 
the Inspector came to me at night time, and told me that, if I paid 
two thonsand rupees, I would get back my son. I was at my wit’s end. 
Wherefrom was I to provide this money ? On my failnre to pay the 
money, my son was challaned, 1 was told by the police constables 
that I should pay the money and my son would not be eJiallaned, But 
I had no means to do so. It is owing to my failure to comply with 
the demands of the police that my son was sentenced to imprisonment 
for life, the sentence being subsequently reduced to one year. 

The statement cf Jiwanda Bffal Sachdev, aged 35 years, son of 
LoAa Laehhrmn Das, Shop-^eper and Commission Agent, 

Mandi Baba Bolaqi Bam, Hafizabad. 

On 10th Jeth ( S. Y. ) 1976, Allah Ditta, Head Constable, 
came to me and told me that he had a warrant for Jiwanda Mai, 
and that he would arrest me on suspicion. On entreating him he 

did not handcuff me but stayed with me for the night. He took 
his meal with me, and forced me to supply him with meat and 
liquor, which I did under pressure, I do not u»e either of these 
things myself, 
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In.lho i.iior.,iiiog he again tronbled ni6, aid I gafi liicn lin* 20| 
and told him lhat even that ainoant was bejond mj means* Bufore 
leaving for tbo traio^ I pi*3Hent6rl him two of melons and on© 
$eeT of crystallised sng‘‘3ii\ i was iiken to Mohd* Khan^ Inspector of 
PolicGj, to wiiora the Heed Goastable said that he had no saspioioa 
B gainst iiM\ and I was then released* 
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ThPstiirnmnt q;* Eoslian Lai Asaad. son of Bain 8hw I?mn Sn/nh 


Vahil^ Ananci Khatri^ ege 17 yem% student of Anglo Sanskril 
BeJiod of Mehara^ now residemi of Ilnfimbad, 


The first liartal was obser’i^ed at IlaBisaljad on btii April, 101t\ 
As it was a Siiodayg my father^ Liia 8[iiv Bam Vakil, and 

Lala Gardas Pam did not stif out of tlieir iiousco i also remained 
bdiy with my books, occupied with tlisro. the whole day* 

The 13th of April, 1919, was a holiday on account of Ihhakhi^ 
and so was the 14th« My father and myself did not go oat at ali lie 
waB ailing a little, and I could not go out on account of his aiiinonk 
W© remained in the upper-story room* My father in fact came down 
on the 13th or 14thi, Behari Lai, late P^twari, came once or twice to 
oiir house to enquire after my fathers health, and Manshi Bain (llmnd 
Sahib, Head Persian Teacher, Gabind Sahai A. S, High School, cima to 
onr house for my tiiiiiosir The I5lh of April was a court day and mj 
father went to the Mansliiff^s Coart, I went to my school it w^as heard 
that the Hindus and Mobammadans had gone to the Tehail, when Ihe 
TehsOdar and the Sab-Inspector brought a mm naoiad Top, hsfing 
arrested Mm at the Railway Liaf^s* O-ovorameat serfauts, the 
Tehsildar, the Sab-iospeetor and others took Top by the soiitbs^rii small 
gat©, from behind the Veterinary Hospital and the Govommeiit, 
Stallion StaMes, into the TehsiL liie northern gate of the Teii^*il 
and the Police Btatioa. wero closed at the time. The people ilmrehm ^ 
scalterod around the Tehsii and began to throw bricks iit t!ii 
TeMil biildiog* When the mob b^gaa pelting on the gates ot tlw ,) 
Tehsil, Sardar Raadhir SiogM Inspector of Police, mrnnmmif 
firing from above Ihe tower of the Police Sbtiom Whoa the firing 'j 
commeaead, four pleude^rs namely, Bdm Girlus Ram, Baba cihiV 
Raoii Sardar (jiii’baohan Sirigb^ and Pandit Ohundi whj wnfts , 
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sitting in th© ©omponnd of the Mnasiff s Oowt* repaired to the f eratidah 
of the C'wrfct 

Ir. h iriffitioned in Pandif; Karam Ohnnd pleafl-/s slateiTierili 
on the aothrr '7 of Sardar Randhir Bingh, that Bahiw Garcias Him 
and Sfciv R*i;ii (both brothers) were q lite io no , .jo a It Ah Ion as 
Sardar Raridliir Sio^hf Inspector of Pr J C8 rerii'iia'tl no 
official called ibeio. Sirdar RaodhA” Sbigh was transf^-rreii Mnhiii 
lagpeotor of Police who belonged to the fiilage Hii'an, 
Tthsil Pnaliao, District G^ijarat, from which comes Pandit Karam 
Ohandj Pleader, had enmity with my father, Lak Shi? Baai and 
my uncle 'Bubo Gardas Bam. This would be borne out 'by the 
Police diaries of the time ot Mir Am Din, Inspector, flaizabad 
Police., 

Lalas Nand Lai and Man gal Dass,- Proprietors, Bhatts, Hafiaabad, 
had sued Pandit Katara Chand for Bs, 1,100 through mj father* The 
case is still pending* 

Mr. O’Brien told Moh. Khan, laspecfor of Police on 30tfa 
April to arrest pleaders and re^poc^able persons as he had done in 
Qnjranwala. Accordingly, the Chaadhries of the Maodii Lik Arur 
Chand and Lak Labha Siogfa, were arrested on the same day. 

In order to take revenge on my father and uncle. Pandit Karam 
..Chand conspired with his OTillager 'M ^hii Khin, Inspector of Pulic^, 
^aod they Were called to the Police SUfeion under the plea of Martial 
Law* He made tlum sit there from moraiog npto 10 in the nighty 
from^ day to day. Tb© inspector, Mohd. . Khan, asked my father and 
nivcl©' ■ to , give evidence against Cbandhries L^bhi Singh and Aroor 
Chand. They refuse J to do so. Mohd. Khan clmUanel both of them 
nnder Martial Law. Pandit Raram Ohanl gave evidenoa far the prose* 
eution, and he made his clerk, Gjbind Sahai, and Koshalya D&s, peli* 
tion writer, to do the same. One Vishnu Das Basati,who was along with 
them, a member of the Earn Natak Oommittoe, was called by wire 
fiom Lihore to gi?a evidence. The rest of the witnesses were the 
eJiaprask of the telwil whom Mr. O’Brien threatened to whip, if they 
did not pjv8 evidence, as desired. Sardar Gurbachan Singh, pleader^ 
Wbs Gliallanei and punished only on accoant of personal enmity with 
; .Paiidit .Rdifaiii Chand and Mohd* Rban,' Inspector of Polios* Qiirbachaa 
Singh has been released after 1| mont.h’s im prison ment. 

My father and uncle requested Mr. Wace, E. Ai 0*, b'^fore whom 
Itey were produced on the evening of the 4th of 191% at 
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wal% to examine Mr. Harailfcoa, D. 0. Mr. Oaavay, IX 0,, Dewaa Tek 
Ohaadj formerly I). 0», Q-ajmowalai and Dr# Jdigopal as dafetioa wit*^ 
nesses. The M'lgistrate told them thatj as they were to bo prciiliiC'4 at 
Hafi/^bad on tbe 7th of that month, and as tha ilm at Ihoir dispDS.ii 
was very shorti he could not call the witaesses who lived at a diifjwcti 
Leaviag' aside' the above witnesses, tho' Court did not hear ©fan half of 
the other ' witnesses, whose- names were given in addition, to them. 
Between 10 a. in® and 5 p« m*, Mr. B. Waco, E. A« C«, cleoidad about 
13 Marsial Law eases, in which there were about 300 witnesses. The 
©barge against all th© aecuaed was tha same. 

Both the brothers, Lalas Qarda'3 Ram and Shiv Rim, plead^ms, 
were seotenoed to 2 years® rigorous imprisonment and 51)0 hoe 04cii< 
The i^.ertteocea have now baen reduced to half, tbrjogh 
of the Liaut^ Oovernor. 


Ladha Singh and Amir, washerman, pro3©eiiti=>n witu-Msses in thi.i 
case, stated before the court that they gave evidence cads r |jr0»3;ir'‘i^ of 
th© police, and that they knew absolutely nothing aboat tlt,t 3 mxl facts. 
On this, under OoL O'Brien’s order, they were . handcuffed and brju^iit 
before the rest of the witnesses who were told that would ba 

treated in the same manner, if they ■' wouli ' not give evul-ir'se. It ia 
20 }eir3 that my uncle has been at Htfissabad, My father has be'Ui 
here for the last l-S years. They have ever baen faithful and byat to 
the Crown, and they are suoh even now. / My uack was Vice President 
of the Recruiting Oommitteo and my father was' the Secretary. Both 
the brothers gave about six 'thousand rupees towards the War-L’iari, 
and collected about Rs«, 35,030 from the:. people for the aam 3 . My father 
worked as Honorary Secretary of the Notified Area Cammittae for 
about 7 years. ' 
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The statemiit o/Bul4oo Earn, son of LaU Moti B%,h. A'hatn {Zl^pra), 
age 40 years, Pleader\s chrh, Hafisibad. 


I have been the clerk of Lila Gardas El .ni, ploa hr I'jr thn laot 
twenty years. La!a Qur lai Riin is a maa of gre.fc abilitis'S a id was 
“variably engigoJ in c.sis for ths oaa or the oia.r of thu .) irtioi. ilU 
brother, Lala Shiv Riin, was generally the Ojuusel fit cae opj isifca 
side. Oompated to other local pleaders, these two brothers Lad nmah 
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better work^ and hence they were always t sowrcif of tmiiifyaiica 

10 other pleaders^ 80 siieh so, that Pandit Kantro Gbiud, phiulor* wiih 
always at eoiiiity wllh them. Pandit Kar-am Olicit^cl au«i L^ii Hiiiv li?iio 
■were neigliboors, hence the ledousy. In the oia!o^ mcQkvi t ) thf* .‘«h 
' well,: and there were freipent. .'ocaasioos of straggle imd loiuii! 

.them® Once or Chand wxB^fr.mVy b} Jala 

■ Shiv, 'Ram® Pandit Karam Ohand wm ml oa goad teia^ witli talft 
::QBrdas Ram as.weli 

The hartal took place first on 6th of Aprii^ 1919, but Lfiliifi C:}iiicliis 
Bam and Shif Ram a'bsol lately abstained from talcing any part in itr 
they did not even attend the'-meo-tingb- They were not 
.00 the contrary, they were men.-oi confirmed loyalty* L, Qiirdas Earn wafi 
the Vice-President of the 'Reoraiiing Oommittee, while Lata Siiiv liarii 
,was' the Secretary, of ;,the';same*..'::Be8ides Kaiii w'as iiie Secret* 

fary of * Oar Day Fand»* Both the brothers cosiribnted d/HjO to ilm 
War Loan. personally, while they , helped io colkctirig Un *15,000 for 
the same purpose. They also rendered vaUmble help in recruiting. 

The Courts were closed on the 13th and llth of April* Lab Gurcks 
Bam never left bis house for a minute even. .1 n^ed Io go to ■ the bouse 
of Lala Gurdas Ram on holidays, and, as itsiml, I went to his bouse, on 
both the 13th and 14th of April, and found both the brothers seated on 
'' the upper story of their hou. 'be® -They never joined any meeting or 
hartal As the Courte were opened on 15th of April, 191CL h<^th the j 

brothers went to the Court of the M'unsifi; I was present there already, 1 

c So long as. Mohd. Khao^ Inspector of Police, had not' been •appoinled Io . ■ s 
; that place,' the; brothers were never troubled by iuij body eiicepiing 
.Pandit. Karam .Chand^.Pandita Karam Chandand ilolicl IxLarj, Iiii^prctor 
of Police, belong to the same village, Hidlan, District Gojrat, and as co-^ i 

villagers they ate inMmattdy connecteiL Pandit Karain Ohand foiml a ; 

good opportunity to avenge himself upon the two brothers. At his instiga- 
tion, Mohd Khan began to call La!a Gurdas Kam md Shiv R'un aod 
S Gurbachan Singh, all pleaders, ' every day, and aUays kept them 
silting on the ground from 6® a. m. till 11 p. in. Mohd. Klmo insisted 
upon their appearing as prosecution witnesses against Lala Labha Mai 
: and Lala AroorChand, Chandhiiof the grain market, biitj y,s al! the tlirc-e 
pleaders, ref used to; do so, they were, through the agency of I auiiiii Karam 
Chand, put into prison; on the 4th of May® Later on Pandit Kiirarn Clianci 
...vbegan, to call myself and; Brijlal,, , the cleik of Lala Shi? Main through 
the folice® It was suggested to the police that our ©v ideoce agaiaal the ' 
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I'aBdit pleaders would be of groaier weight ilmii that of any 'buily clw, 
Karam Ohantl gave his own evidence and nlm prodnml bk own agi^iit 
Gobind Salmi ns a witness. He also prcdocedhis rrdniive* K'yshalja 
petition writer j and Waisbnii DaB«, geocnil iiierelm!;t and a nicinl^ir 
■of their 'Bsm Natak Clahj as witnes^ies^ Wnisbou l)n/'C was called frcirn 
Lahore by wire® The police kept on ealling Lala Ib-ijSiii r.nd inyiiidf for 
some twenty two' days and forded iii to sit there from 6 tu iii* till 
■11 pf mr They never ailo'wed, IIS to . eat aoytliiiig. To nild io thci 
misery^ oor chiidren were always roaming iibaot arying in order to 
see blit mne aeveraliowed tlieopporiiirif.y. We were thiijaieiicd tluif 
whoever refosed to give evideode was liable to be sentermcil timicr 
Martial Law to 2 years^ ligoionB iiiipriooniiieatj R?. 2d)0O line und two 
dozen eaaeSs and thati they had 'received as order fVoiu tliO OTiccr 
Oommandi'Dg that whoever refased to give evidenca sboiild be proiJiiecd 
before iiiiiij and that* he woolcl correct; those people by whippiog® Lila 
Gopal Das Ahiiiwalia was pressed to give crvidenci aonirnd: flic 

brothersj but Id refiis-eci He wms put in the iOCk^ii:}. TLo jr-ai'ic tli'-cai 
was given toms thatif w*a refi’ised to give cviiio.kv.u v/a c-boul'l /dudlnrly 
be put in^the loetiip. Lala Brij L%1 aoci my;ii8,!l' wo.o belli lio!|dcs'Sj,ljoi{ip 
without any inflaeoeei and onr employers hid alreiM'ly been piif in 
prison. So we both went to Paadifc K,Hi:ainOhruKl and entreate:! biiri to liavis 
mercy upon Q^s and oiir eliiklreBj and to relive v-- fro?n ihc cibligutioB of 
appearing as witnesses® Pandit Knraiii CTiiiiki tigrit;! to get us mlmisnl 
if 'W6 promised to pay Rs® JjOOO to biiii. We eiitre-dcd ngairp alleging 
our poverty, and he agreed to aec.«|jt Esk 250 from cnioh uf m muJ lo get 
us released from the clutches of thn ■police, Accoraing io the ordofM of 
Mohd Khan, Inspector of Police^ wa went to tlio Go%’'erarrjiiit Onrdfma 
the next day, tmcl were told by ifhe Insjv.ctor ot Police to gy nu lougf^r* 
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Potter ij Shop-IieepO}\ 

The polie^i caught held oi mo and gave iro jnirnfmso trouble* 

They ist4 10 call aicmarhton tine irx‘iTJ.nH and let me f, .if Into in the 
evening. They always said Hat, ill rcfi-ed to give tr%-ido!ico against 
Lalas Earn Saimi Ivafiir, fchiv lUmuhi Qmdss Ham, pkuihtB, Unj 
would lie me to the flogging post mid flog mo. They also birifeil 
at my being a Miissaliaaii und promised me hand some rewarcis, if I 
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appeared ai a witness against the Hindus named above, who were 
living close to my shop. As 1 refused to give ovidmce, tliey kejit on 
troubling me for full one month by calling me evtry d^y and gating 
me work for them the whole day, before they let me off in the evening. 
As I am a very poor man, and as my shop remained closed for full one 
month, I suffered a very heavy loss. 
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The ttatement o/ Ahmad Din, son qfBuUoo, A rain, ags 40 

ysars, vegetaUe grower, at ‘present residing • : t “"ji#**# 
at Hafizabad. 


My evidence of the ISkh of Miy against Mangal Saia AbluwaflS,* 
son of Nihal Cband, Gian Singh Arora, Manga! Singh Arora, Kesar 
Mai, son of Lala Nanak Ohand, Khatri, and Gnjrati Mtd son of Lala 
Thakar Das, Khatri, was given ncder the pressure of the Police. I had no 
information about the ease. In fact, on that day, I was ol my field at 
a distance of one mile from Hafiz abad. The Police compelled me to 
give evidence against the afaove.mentioned persons, with a threat of 
my being sent to jail. Under these ciroumstanoes, 1 gave my evidence, 
as tutored by the police. 
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T he statement of Labha Mai, son ofGhaudhrl Ganpcd Bat, -ill 

Mandi, Hafimhad 


Daring the days of Martial Law, Bandhir Singh, Inspector of 
Police, called and asked me with threats, to depose against persons 
who were in the lock-up, and to find out other evidence against them- 
In case of refusal, I was told, 1 would be shot dead under the oiders 
of the Deputy Commissioner. I was thus compelled to give evidence, i 
After that, I was seat for by Deputy Ghukm Hnssiiu, who said that ; 

I should pay him an amount of ten thcusand rupees, if I wantel to bo 
free. Otherwise, I wonld be arrested, because, ha added, the chargs of 
asking people to observe a hartal had already been iustitated against : 

me, I replied that I had not asked the people to observe the Jmtad, 
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that 1 had not taken any part in any of fcha ' dialtirhaticpa ftnit that I 
had been always pernio djvefiiraenl and had baan loyal and wo aid 
still ser?e it like-nse* Tha next day* he fOhukm Hassaia) sent for fl'ims 
persons and asked them with ihre.its to depose me to th§ 

effect that I had fc/fced the people to observe the kuHuL Tfao neit 
day after that^ the SEb-Insp^ctor ot Police, the Naib Teh. ildar and one 
constable with a Game to my shop and said that they had been 
depnted by Dapntj Ghulara Hassain, under an order of the Depoty Ooni* 
missioaer,, to search my hoase. Accjrdingly, a search was made bal 
nothing was taken away* I was ordered to go to the biipgalow of the 
Deputy Commissioner and I had to stay in the Jail for one month 
and seven days. After this period I was lent for by the Deputy 
Oommifisioner to his court, and released. 

My statement was taken by the police on or about the 21st of 
April|— by Haveli Ram and Gikal Chsnd, on behalf of j. the prosecolloii. 
I did not however go to the Court, and refused to give evideaao. I 
was arrested again on the 1st of Majj 1919. 

There was a hartal on the 6 th of April, 1919|and a ho on Ilia I4tli. 
But there was no meeting held on the latter date. At about 10 i/cluek 
on tha 14ihg some boys went out with a flig to the Kailwiiy Statioo* 
They numbered about 100 and wera all of tender age. They threw 
stones at the Tebsil from a distance, but nO“b;iJy was iiiirh Somt 
five or sis panes of glass were broken. No man in tha Office was 
hurt ■They':had not b en there for more than ten minutas, whan 
Randhir Singh, Inspector of Police, fired blank cariridgas. Th**y 
ran away. While they were running, he fired a pistol shot near 
Ganjewali One boy, named MeLlab Singfaj bad a very narrow r-ica|m 
The Court lemaioed open, and work went on as usual It was 
never closeda When I was brought to Hafi^sabad Jail I was hnndt 
cuffed and put ia fetters for two days. These were kept night rind 
day. I have rendered sufficient help to Qaveroraeat dtiring the War 
Loan days. The soin which I personally coritribatei was 100, aad I 
helped in colleotiog Rs 8,000. I also helped in recruitment, h was 
owing to my personal exertbos that the Officers were bo snoees^ul in 

raising War Loans and getting recruits. I collected about Eg. 5J0 for 
the O'Dwyer Fund, from the beginniug, I have b^eo talking great 
interest in the we fare of thi poor, and in charitable works^ 1 
spent about Rs. 800 during the influeassi days to provide the poor 
with miikj food, and other aeoissarfof, I iibeiribi to the Lecal 
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Hospitai^ aad it lias beeo always my desire to help iOe L icm 0 

iBaieriallj. 

I iisoil to take s pfomineot pict in called i»y tie* 

LasI yeaiy the MuoicipaUiy a \\v.w f^oOini vvIc'jO*, ai 

cheip ratieS; to Ibe poor and I p-aid ll*^« 200 for it*, aid uiy etf'ii 'vurayd 
at th'it shop, I !iiy.«ei£ os:-d to xrAt tbc lyo'dtkm oi' tlm an I hi 
distribate whe?l to tiiem raP:s. 1 jny )l% dJH i-* i,ii‘jiaeOas. 

I pay abo^i 800 far one^ihirJ of ibe* marked i iia^’o i^cverui iiti'if*a 
lent mocey to tbe MoQieipal Oaio.rJitee wiihorO durgiii^ any iaicrost. 
Beddes tiiisj I was always prepared to aid iho Oilleials io mj work* 

la spite of such a record I was arrested^ haiideaffed and pel to'’ 
every sort of troable, aad have been removed from fche Mciaicii/ai 
Committed* 
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The statement o/Beli Sam Kapur, son of Lala Bhuy Mai Kai)Uf\ 
Sho'j^eeim* of Hajimhad» 


Oa 21st Aprils ISlSj 1 was arrested without a warrast, k 
warraat was afterwards issued oa the 22ad of April, ami it was sigoid 
by the Bistriei Magistrate*., ;1 was placed in the lock«iipat ilttfi»bad. 
on the 21st aod the 22ad. The roora was nearly 12 by 15, and it 
cootaiaed some 23 persons* All of m had to use Ike saioe roorii us 
utiaal and as lavatory. We were transferred to the juclioial Iock-»wp 
at Qajraawak on tha 23rds where we were kept as uiider4rial prisuriers, 
up to the 5th of June, Daring this period^ we were i»homai to sevarai 
prosecution witoeseea for ideptificafcbo, Nona of them eoiild identify 
me* I was taken to Lahore, along with other accused, to bo tried by 
the Martial Law Commission on 29th May. The Legal Remeiiibraiicer, 
on examiniog the papers, found that the proof was iasufficienh lie 
sent us back to Giijranwala. We were ordered to appear before Mr. 
Wane on 4ih June. The 7th of June was fixed for hearing at HifizabaL 
A request to postpone the; hearing was made, as the time at our disposal 
was so short and as we wanted to inform oui relatives. Nothing however 
was done, and warrants were issued to the defence wiiaesses. When we 
requested the Special Magistrate that we should be informed of the 
names of the prosecuMon witnesses as also of the charges against usi 
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refused to do so. Ooe of my defenae witnesses lifed at Iialioro md an- 
other at Jhaog, Ihe Magistrate did not summon them# because Lahore 
and Jhaog were very far from Hafimbad. Among ray mtnnmm at 
Lyallpufj one was very imprortaotj namely Lala Gubind >’ihai Malho* 
tra> banker# who was not allowed to come to Hafissabad by the Lyal!* 
par Police, becanse he was one of the prosecnfiun witn-sses in ihe 
Lyallimr^ Martial Law case. Bequest. was again made to |,ostpoiie,. the 
case til! the arrival of L. Gobind Sahai, but the Speciul SL^gistriifee did 
not pay any attention' to it, and decided , my case# , I was .fined Its# 1,000» 
Perhaps all this haste was due to the fact that Martial Law was to 
be withdrawn very shortly, All the prosecution witnesses, who appeared 
against me, had been tutored by the police* Lala Earn Sahai. Eead 
Master, who was prosecuted with us, was discharged by the Deputy 
Commissioner, on his having given a promise to give fa^se evidence 
against some of the accused. He was the President of the .Arya Samaj, 
which was to. celebrate its anniversary on the 6th of Apr ,\ liHy. In 
the evidence, he stated, that we went there with a large crowd, with 
the object of stopping their celebration. Had th^re been i;ioy thing like 
thaL'it would have ended in a big rioL thousao'ls oi people bad 
assembled in Ihe Arya BamaJ, and tne fact would have been entrrrd ia 
the diary of the police. Arya Gazette, which pjblisliad the account of 
the Hafisabad Anniversary, Would also hive mads soma mentiaii of the 
crowd* The story is all a fabrication. The second prosecution wiinass 
against me was Ali Bhadar Awan. He presided over the deliberations 
of 6tb April. The meeting was a lawful one, for the copies of the 
resolutions passed were sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Viceroy* ' There is no mention of the meeting in the diary of the poiicei 
and nothing untoward happened that day. Ali Bhadar was not prose- 
cutedi He was made to appear as a prosecution witness against other«| 
who delivered speeches in the meeting and were present in the meeting 
of 6th April, The third prosecution witness against me was Dr. Daulafe 
Ram, who gave evidence against me, simply because my father-in-law 
Li Gobind Sahai had appeared as a prosecution witness against hii 
brother Dr. Dina Nath, Assistant Surgeon at Ljallpur* Poaru Singb| 
Jatta Mai gold-smithy and Amer washerman were also prosecution 
.. witnesses. against me. They stated that I had ooconnectioii wbatsoeftir 
with the disturbance®. 

Gobind Earn Muoshi, Koshalya Das Fain, peL'tioo writer, and 
Waishno Das gave evidence out of fear :of the police# Gobird Ihm^ 
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the MtiBshi of Baba ^ Karam Chaad, pleader,^ and Kaiishalya Das 
petition writer, were asked by Baba Karam Ohandj to appear as prose- 
cation witnesses* Kmm Ohand, pleader belongs to the same village 
(HailinJ, in Gojrat District, as Mohamad Khan, In?!peetor of Fohce 
Inspector llobamal Khan did not arrest Karam Cband« pleader, but he 
arrested the remaiaing three pleaders. 

These persons were persuaded to give evidence against ns, after a 
very long time. It can be proved very easily from the papers of the 
police, that these persons knew the law, and it was their duty to report 
to the police at once, when the disturbances took place, the cases m 
which they had appeared. The most convincing proof of their eviden^a 
being false, is, that the disturbance took place at Hafizabad on the I4tl 
and the 15th of Aprils and 1 had been at Lyallpore from the llth to the 
15th of April I posted a letter from Lyallpor to Hafizabad, and it has 
post office stamps on it, bearing dates 14th and 15th, for Layallphr and 
Hafizabad respectively. This letter is attached to the file. These very 
prosecution witnesses gave evidence against other gentlemen also, as for 
example, Lala Earn Sahai Kapur, Lala Labh Earn Kapoor, Sardar Mewa 
Singh Khanna, Lalas Amar Chand Kapoor, Labh Mai Malhotra, Gurdas 
Earn Pleader, Balia Earn Path!, and L. Gopal Dass Ahluwalia. Their 
statement was that we all incited the people, I am innocent and I never 
deserved the fine which has been imposed upon me. An application 
was made for a copy of the judgment, but it has not been acceded to. 
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!the siatemmi of UsLidaf Snndar Singh, son of Sardar Naram 
Sing\ age 39 pears^ sJiop-keeper Hafissahad. 


my neighboar, Dea Raj, a shop'keepet. They asked what iaformatioo 
we had. Oa oar giiiing them a tone acconnt of the events, they 
threatened us and told ns that wo would be proseooted. They wanted 
ns to give evidence against certain persons, and threatened that they 
would place u8 in th', lock- op* Des Raj was asked to give evidence 
gainst Hoshiar Siogb, son of Dewan Singh. He replied that he was 
prepared to fell a lie against an innocent person. He was placed in 
look-np at once. Next day, the same treatment was accorded to 
I was afraid lest they might arrest me, as they had arrested Des 
.jnite innocent. 1 was asked to give evidence against my 




m 


Haiaabad .&.,40I, ,.,„ 

OWE EOphew^ Ilaraaoi Siogbi and I yielded fchroagh feat fet iiiy life 
They compelled me again to give evidence against Gian Singh, son of 
Mangal Singh, Kesat Mall, Giijrati, Mangal Das, and others, whiob 
was false, and which I gave nnder complnsion and the threats of the 
polioci in order lo save my life and reputation, 

407 

The statemenJt of Sunder Dsss, son of Lala Belimm^ aged Hmn^ 
merchant mid fmtory owner ^ Hafimbad. ■ ■ ■ 


At the meeting of the 6th of Aprihl9l9, with ;tlia permission of Malik 
All Babaclor Khao, I read out the message of Miihatrria G-aridhi from the 
: news -paper, Bhawisbya, at about iiy the afternoon* It was 

' ex plicatly slated therein that! no harm was be done to any body, 
and that we had .simply to purge oar own sojll-', and tr chant prayers 
to the Almighty. yWiiny' the polierf were in the 

meelinM*' / 

Tie meeting ended with a vote of ihsoks to the British Govern* 
ment'and to the anthorities* Not a single word of diiaffectioa was 
utterled against the Government of India, and it wag respeolfnlly 
statcJd, that the Imperial Government might repeal the Eowlatt Act, ,5 
h^ause there was no need for the same, Beiides my speieb,*»htliy'’/' 
f more were delivered by the following gentlemen S“-(l) Sardar Gnrd ’ 1 

Biagh (2) Bibn Ram Sahai Kapur (B) Jjih Nirsingb I) is Varma (4) '"r «. 
Lala Bell Ram Kapur f 5 ) Baba Kiram Ohand and one other gentleman. 

The sum and substance of all these was, that the Government should 
remove the Rowktt Act from the Statute Book. All the speeches 
were permeated with a spirit of loyalty, and the blessings of the British 
liaj were specially pointed out by every speaker, 

0.i the 17th of April, 1919, i heard that Babii Ram Bahai was 
called to the Tehsil, but was allowed to go back aft'^r staying there 
for gome diiie. 

On the ISth of April, 1919, 1 was busy at my workshop* 

On the litb of Aprd, 1919, yny work shop was working wifch the 
engine in ray charge. 

Oo the moroiog of i9th April, I beard that Baba Ram Sahai, ' 
S»dar Gera Dayal Sitigh Kapur, Lala Bam Bahai, Bead Master Ar/a 
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High School, Sardar Maya Smgh,.^ Lala labha, late Sub^ogpectef of 
Police, Lala Bali Eam Kapur and Baba Karam Gbaud had beau arrested 
by the polica Machine Gung were paraded on motor cars at 
Hafizabad*. After every evening round, the whole of the town sad 
the public were thus terrorised* Every time^ a new prookma** 
tion was made by a beat of drnm* Many more were arrested? 
after the arr.'jst of the seven gentlemen* Many were made witnesses 
by the policej and they identified the peoples who were asked to station 
themselves near the Tehsil I was present at all the identifications. 
Children of very tender age even were, called out for identification^ and 
on any bodyk pointing ont| any parson was arrested. 

Oo the 29th of April, 1919, some 86 men were made to stand 
outside the Bunglow, !n the presence of Lieut, Tatem, and aft# identic" 
ficaticn, five from amongst them were arrested. ■ Before this idantification, 
Lieut Tatem had pointed^ Lala Mathra Das, the Tehsildars but OoL 
O*Bri 0 n said that h© was the TeEsildsr^ Lient Tatem replied that the 
man was Just lib© him. After that, the Deputy Oommissiooer^iaucl Li 
Talem came towards the city, where people were staudiog iarrayed 
in a Hue, Again in “the evening, it was proclaimed by beat of ^ dram 
that all the meo of the town, wearing turbans, should present them* 
selves, at 10 io the morning of the 30th Aprili 1919, at the Tehsil 

On the ;-aorDiog the SOth, every body was at the Tehsil, at the 
appoiated tir.ie. The Deputy Gommissioner and Lieu i Tatem began 
... ■.the .iiientifioatioa. .On© goldimith boy; named Kbusbaji, .who. .was 
standing by m©| was pointed out by Lieut Tatem, and he said, that 
the black spot near his eye was oa account of an injury. That mark 
was there however, from the day of his birth, Hois known to me 
from his childhood, because he belongs to Hafijsabad, There were some 
12 men arie^ed on that occasion. After that, the people were allowed 
to go to their homes, I was sleeping at my house, when I received a 
call from the munsM of the Police Station, at about 2-30 p. m. He 
was io company of two cons'ablee and one or two eJiauMdars, I 
was informed by the munsM ot the thana that I was wanted by the 
Deputy Oommissiooer. I had to accompany them in a dhoti which 
1 was then wearing. When I was passing through ih© streets, 
very few of the shop-keepers were to be found at their shops. Every 
face was pale and every one feared about his arrest, which might 
take place the next instant. When 1 reached the Police Station, I 
paw Arur Ohand Obaudhri.^at the entrance of the Police 
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Station, and we were both made to sit together. After a lajiae of t 
or 3 minutes, we were both taken to the bunglow of the !) fputv Cun?* 
missioner, under custody of the constcbles. We wrr,> lakon to 
Kbawaja Abdul Hamid, D. S. P. He first luformod Lala Anir Oii-m i 
Ohaudhri that the Deputy Comadssion^r bad oflor- d id-i arrest. Ho 
asked me whether I was the Seoieiary of the Arya Smisj. f answr-red 
that I was the Secretary of the Atya Girls’ School and a itiembor of ttio 
Axya Samaj.. He asked me d f was Sunder Da^ Blsfiodiiri. if aos^**reiJ 
in the affirmative. He added that I was to be arrested by the orders of 
tne Deputy Commissioner. 1 bade good bye to my fat her ami tindu 
over the money to him that I had in my (looket. After tha*, Lila Arur 
Ohand Cbaudhri and I took our seats on the g ound, under a charpai, 
that was lying ontside the room of the Bunglow just by tin* water pifw. 
Lala Sobba Singh, ChauJhri and Muuicipiil Ooiuniissioncr, was also 
present. After about half au hour, we were handcufTed and taken to 
the Police Station, and placed in a room which was vuaite i for u«, as 
the two rooms of the ioekmp were already lull. Sa ne more people 
were biooght to our room. These rooms were 8 feet by 10 feet, and in 
each of these rooms, some thirty people bad been pheed, at times eveo 
more, and the peofle had to answer calls of nature in this very 
room. We stayed in this room for the night. In the morning, twp 
men at a time were taken ont to answer the call of nature, under the 
surveillance of a constable on the roof of the room. The bandoofBi , 
were not removed all this time. Oj 2 id May, 1319, wa, numbering 
about 24 men, were placed in a railway cirriage, uaii-r the escort of 
the police, to be taken to the Gujranwah Jail in the evening. On-onr 
reaching there, onr' names were' entered in the register of the Jail, and 
every body was given an under-trial ticket and, after hiiving b-een 
searched, we were taken in and supplied with a blanket and an iron 
vessel for drinking water. We were given a loaf of barley bread 
each. We took it and went to Barrack No. 7. There wore alroady 
some more people from Hafizabad in that brrrack. 

There were some gemlemen from Akalgaih, as well us from Gujran- 
wal also. After abont ten or fifteen days, aceorditig to thj rules of the 
jail, we three, Lala Libha Singh, Baba Haram Ohand and mysslf were 
taken back to Hafizabad and, then, were pmt in a room of the Sariari 
Bnnglow. We had been, all this time, in handcuffs. Mohd. Khan, 
Inspector of Police, called us, turn by turn, every other day. At night, 
iron fetters, which are used for binding the legs of a horse, were pat on 
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m. We wefe aoti gifen any eharpm^ aad were all the time haiidciitkiL 
No body was allowed to see m iut night, we were allowacl food from 
onr houses. The lospector of Polioe took our statements separately* 

I stated all that was in my knowledge^ bat the Police Inspector was not 
satisfied. The words, that were spoken to me by the Inspector, were 
that I should tell him everything, because I knew much, and it was 
further pointed out that I should behave like B. B. Bhagat Singh of 
Gujranwala and take advantage of that special privilege. lie threaten- 
ed me that I woiild be sentenced to death or transportation for life* I 
again replied that I was willing to state the true facts;^ and that I had 
already done. If he wanted that I should tell a lie, he shoold not 
expect that from me. I added that I would prefer to bear any hardshi 
After all this, he took my statement. Onr statements having been 
finished, we were all sent to the lock-up of the police station. We 
passed the night there and stayed there for 4 or 5 days in that very lock- 
up« I fell ill there, as there was no room to move and to walk i was 
then taken to Gujranwala in company with other persons, and was 
admitted to the Gujranwala jail. A few days after that, I was taken 
to Lahore, 'Eight of us were kept at Lahore, and the rest, 16 in 
number, were again sent back to Gujranwala, and I was one of them. 
On the 5tb of J one, 1919., I was brought to the Court of Mr. Wac6| 
Asst. Coiiin)issiooer, and the charge that was laid against me, was very 
brief, and v^e were aske^i to put in a list of witnesses for defence. They 
refused to take the names of those witnesses, who belonged to Daur, 
and we had to. give only witnesses from Hafissabad. . We were brought 
to HafiSiabaiJ, m 6th June, 1919, and our case was fixed for 7tb Jane. 
1919. The judgment was delivered on the 8tb, aod I was disclarged 
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rfe ^tement of Piarey Singh, ton of Tara Singh, of Hafisabad, 


The hartal was observed on the 6Sh of April, 1919, and 1 closed raj 
shop. Again there was the hartcd on the 14th of April, and I closed 
my shop. There was no meeting within my knowledge. I savr ten or 
15 boys going to the city at about 8 a. m. At about 1 p. m., I saw 
26 or 30 boys coming back with a flag. They were shouting “ Eai 
E<d Bowlatt Bill.” I opened my shop on the 15th of April. Dopaty 
Chulam Husain, S. D., 0. came here about the 24th of April, 1919, and 
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asked me at whose bidding I had closed ray shop. I replied that I 
too, closed my shop as some people iook away the berries. Deputy 
Ghnkm Husain, H. D. 0., said, ‘ Welh you refec to give me the 
information : yon will suffer for this,” Afterwards, Mohamad Hussin, 
Inspector o£ Police, wanted to fabricate false evidence against me. He 
arrested me and my father. One day they brought back my father, 
aged about 65 years, and released him after threatening him. We con« 
tinned to be summoned for twenty days. Every day I was most 
filthily abused. At last I got sick of it. 1 approached Faxl, the precer-tor 
of my caste, who was a friend of Mohammad Khan Inspector; and asked 
him to have me released, for which I agreed to pay f!s. 400. I deposited 
the sum with one Bina Mall. I was not called for tiwo days after the 
payment, I was then called., and put to trouble, 'i’liea my father 

gave Es, 300 to Cbiragh, constable, so that he might gdve it to 

Mohamad Khan Inspector. U he Rs. 300 wore returned to me after 

Martial Law. After that, I wadset tree. During ail this time I was 
threatened and asked to give false evidence. On the day when evidence 
was given, I was warned by Mohd. Khau, in front ol the Court from, 
that I would be arrested if I did not give evidence as desired by him. 
I hdd to give evidence as desired by him, and it was under 

compulsion. 


4-09 




The stakment # Hatnam SiEgl, bou of Sirdar Marmn Sin^h^ 
aged 18 gearBj studsnh of Khalsa Migh Sehooi^ X Clm$^ 

of Mafimhad* ' 

1 am a studoot; of the Khalsa School® There was a Imrtal on the 


the School aocl the icientifioafeioii 


visited the School mi cracked jokes with the stadeoti I wm the 
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Wheo' he made his siatemani to the effdcfc that 1 was present at 
the Railway Station^ I was arrested with two other stodeots and was 
searched^ As I had giYOii enough proof of my illness on the day follow* 
iog the identification, I was set ao liberty. After one weeb^ 1 was again 
...nailed . Id,:, .aQd 'this tune' I.; w:a8 . 'aa.ked, under coercion, to give evidence 
against some people. 1 replied that 1 was willing to state the real facts 
within my knowledge, but would not tell a lie. Mohammed Khan^ 
Inspector of Police, subjected me to undue influence and even vilely 
abused me, and then asked me to have a smoke, which was to wound 
my feelings (he knew that smoking is strictly against our religion )* 
He kept me in the sun for the whole day, and tried to make me depose 
against either the Head Master of the Khalsa High School, or mxek 
other respectable gentlemen of the town. I preferred that I should 
rather than the Head Master go to Jail One day, 1 said that my 
detention at the Police Station was a ^eatl oss to me in my studies at 
School In reply, I was told that I w JiId have to undergo transporta- 
tion for life. I had been marking fifo»>^ the first day to the last day 
of the investigation, that the persons,- who were arrested, were coerced 
to give evidence for the prosecution. Many persons were set at 
liberty on the understanding that they would appear as prosecution 
witnesses. 

Ihe names of some gentlemen who were ®et at liberty are s— ® 

1, Earn Sahai, Head Master. 

% Vishno Das, shopkeeper. 

3. Ladha Singh. 

4. Ameer Dhobi. 

5. Jattoo Mai, goldsmith. 

i'-\. ’ 4-10 

The statmenb of Qopal Bass, son of Mira Nand, aged 4S jfsars, 
Aiiuwalia, contractor, of Bajizabad. 





I was called by the Inspector of Police, through a constable, &t 
3 o’cluck in the afternoon of 14th May, 1919. The Police Officers were 
then sitting in the Government Garden. The Inspector was inside the 
bunglow. I was prodnoed before him. He asked me what 1 knew, 
I said that usually I resided in Lahore Cantonment and came to Hagza- 
bad only for the Baisakhi festival On the days of’ the ooonrrenoes, 


549 


tiaflKit)ad— No. 4t0 mad. 

tkt i 0 » on the 14th and the ISfeh of April, 1919, 1 was at ray Kik 
Jaganwala Kalianwala, and therefore, had no knowledge of any fact 
whatsoever, and therefore I conld not tell the Inspector anything. I 

wss thon ordored to think sgaio, and feo stat© th© facia uexi morniag# 

' I .was then asked to gO| ftcd I went away* 

At 10 a. m., on the 15th of April, 1 was called again. The Inspector 
told me, "Please tell the faots. Help ns, for it k (Jevernment work. 
Yon sbonld help the Government yourself. Yoa know the facts about 
both the pleaders® Guradass Ram and’ Shiv Eamdas ; yon may only 
speak about them/* As before, I answered that I knew nothing about 
them, and hence conld not say anything. Re told me that if I wotild 
not say as desired, he would make out a case against me# and that he 
had evidence to the effect, that I had been sitting^with the pleaders. 

: Accordingly, Keshilia Das and Devi Dyal, Civil peons, who appeared 
to have been tutored already by the Inspector, were brought before me. 
To frighten me, they stated that I had been sitting with the pleaderi. 
That was a lie* The Inspector then told me that there was still an 
opportunity for me to consider, otherwise, I would be sent to the lock' up, 
I returned and was again oallei at 8*-30 p. m., m I5th April, 1910, All 
the OflScers had gone to the Government Qirden to take their meals. 
The Tahsildar, Jafat Nizaimuddin, \h^ Deputy Soparioteodiot of Police 
and th 0 '‘Sab‘lQspejtor ware thert. Whan I went there, all fche Offiaafi 
said to me that the person, who had wired against the Officials, was 
mj nephew. I denied the knowledge of the telegram. They said, 
Is Joti Earn your nephew ? I admitted that he was* The luspeotor 
gave me a chaii^ and 'Very kindly asked me to do what I was told. He 
said that 1 was a friend and a Municipal Gommmiomr^ and haT 
great prospects, and that he wae-wiUing to help me. He added that it was 
Government work, and that it was, the order of the Dspaty Commit 
sioner, and therefore I ought to give them assistance. Tne Pleaders : 
were not my (relatives), h© said, and that I should not be deterred 
from deposing gainst them** They told the story of a monkey, whioli 
on feeling the heat of th© sun, put down even its own young ones 
underneath the feet. They told me many other fchiogs, but after hearing 
ail that, I said that 1 was not willing to tell an untruth, and I did not 
know those things. Th© Inspecter of Police thereupon bemuie angry, 
and, addressing the other Officers said, _ ** This man is not willing ca 
do anything.’ What should be don® to him V They said to mej " Nof 
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it is night, if yon will not be ready, before 9 o’clock in the morning, 
to give evidence against them, yon will be sent to Jail” 

On the 16tb of May, 1919, at 9 o’colek, I was again called. The 
Inspector was sitting inside the Bnnglow. When I went in, he asked 
me wheiber I bad come prepared or not. I replied that my mind was 
still the f aine. He called in a constable and asked him to bring hand* 
onffs. He again said to me, “ Still there is time ; prepare yourself to 
give evidence and I will let yon off.” Bat I said, “ I will suffer 

according to my fate, but I will not tell a lie.” By the time I said 

this, the constable returned, and the Deputy Superintendent too came 
in, and the Inspector said to the Deputy Superintendent, man 

is not prepared to obey your order, what should be done i '* To this 
he said, '■ Fat him in Jail. ” On this the Inspector ordered the 
coaetable to handcuff me. When the constable had placed handcuffs 
on one of my hands the Inspector said, “StiU there is time, consider 
that your brother Lala Nithal Chand is my friend, and it is only for 
this that I give yon good advice, My reply was, “ What is done, is 
done.” Ho ordered the constable to put mein Jail. On the next 
day, I was sent to Gujranwala Jail. When I was sent to the Jail, 
other persons got frightened and were ready to give evidence. On 
the ?th of June, I was produced before the Deputy Commissioner, 

tried, and sentenced to pay a Sne of Es. 1,000, although 17 persons 

gave evidence in my favour. 


Xhs statement c/Lala ©Okul ChaM, sok of Lata Qavga £aiu, 
Malhotra, agei 6S years, Shop-Keeper, Hafimlai. 

Oh the 19tb of April, at about 8 a. m., Bam Sakai Vtaa arrested 
at kis shop, handcuffed hnd put in the Mtealat. On that very day, six 
other men were arrested. After three daysi they were sent to the Gnj- 
ranwala Jail. In the beginning of May, they were called to Hafizabad 
along with Lala Earn Sahai, the Head Mister. They were told that if 
they became witnesses, they would be set free. Bibn Earn Sahai replied^ 
that they were ready to say whatever was true, but they would 
not give false evidence. Hearing this, the Inspector, Mohamad Khan^ 
did not take their statements, and sent them back to Gujranwala, Lala 
Bam Sahai, Head Master, was kept in the hawdaU at Haffanbad; Qk 


Eafi»abafi-’Ho. ccw^rf. un. 

fcb@ 4 tfa or 5 th of JiEe, they ware to the Ooiirfe of tii 

Assiatont Ootnimissiottar# Mr. Wm’^f who ordered ihem to ba produced 
on the 7 lh of JaEe, 1919* The reason for The' special rekase of Lala 
Ram Sahii, Head Master^ was that he was wiriing to give false efidimco 
agaiost ns all The police considered his evidence to of grmt las* 
portanoe and weight* No meetings were hold on the Il-th aiii loth of 
Aprib 1919, and it was all a ietionand invention to S'ly Pnii* inmn" 
ingg were held. It is stated about my son Jiwan Kisheoi th -46 he wai 
arresteds simply^ on the identlficalion by Lt* Tutem# 

Bdba Ram Sahai has been one of the wall- wishers of the O'overn* 
meet throaghoat Ms life, and he fully mentions the blessings conferred 
by Government in the beginning of Ms books ’* Sahai Ramayana and 
Gain Sahai Ramayana/^ Babu Ram Sahai also takes a great part in 
the meetings- in which Government is concerned* One insUace will 
suffice to prove that the prosecution evidence is fake* One Sardar 
Ram Siogh was made to give false evidence by the police by 
means of threats* When he came before the Magistrate to give evi«ieiicei 
he disclosed all the truthj and was thereupon handcuffed and pat into 
Jail A watermaB was also bandoaffed for his niiwillin^’iiess to gm^ 
false evidencei and kept in jail for one night, 
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The sMmerd a/ Nihal Dovi, teidom of Belt Bam^ and mother 
of Dmjai Singhs of Hafimhad. 


My son, Uayal Singh, went to WaMnbad on 14fch April, liOib by 
the morning train, to see the Baisakhi fair, and raturnacl on the evening 
of the 15tk Nest day a police constable called him out, and tjok hiiii 
to the Police Station* The police threatened him and asked him to depose 
against Meva Singh and Ram Sihai Ha replied that he was abs'iir, 
from HaSzabad on that date and had no knowledge of the iicts and 
. eauld not give the evidence, Having been coerced con^daBtl^^ ior oub 
week, ha at last agreed to give the evidence, bat subjeq neatly refined'. 
, saying he would not depose fakelj* He was then arresUed. My bo j u 
quite innocent* He is only 18 years old, and is of good charactfT, 
Martial tribunal at Lahore senteuced him to traasportafcioii for life,, 
I am a widow. and, bat ior this boy, I have no’ other mm rektivo. Ali 
that I have stated above, I learnt from my son'-himselft 
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fhi mimeni of Earn Bahai^ son oj Lak Ganga Bead 
Masier Anglo Sanskrit Eigh Sohool^ Bafimhod^ 


Accordbg to the general desire of the connferji tliare wai a oom* 
plete hartal at Hafizabad alsOj on the 6th of April, 1919« I, as President 
of the Arja Satnaj collage section^, was basy oonclocting the anoiversary 
of the Arya Samajg but, during the reeesBi I saw that alt the shops in 
the bazar, esoept ones were closed/ A meeting was ai^o held, which I 
attended for about half the time* The general public of flafizabad 
attended the meeting and it was absolutely peaceful. ^ I was 
speak at the meeting, but did not, because I was not requested 
All the speakers 1 heard, refrained from preaching iriolenoe* They dii« 
played firmuessj, conwiotioa and ■■'earnestness. They entered strong 
■protest against the Rowlatt Bills. 

, After this, news reached Hai'zabad of the events at Amritsar, 

• Ij^hore and Gujranwala. There was general excitement among the 
people. On the 14lh of April there was another hartal in the city. I 
heard of what had happened at the station, but I was not present 
there. On the l5th of April, there was another hartal^ and I heard of 
an attack on the Tehsil A fier the School was closed, I escorted the 
boys to their homeSi so that they might not take part in the distnrbanoe , 
I went to the Tehsil and saw the Tehsildar and others, The Tehsildar 
showed me an order from the Deputy Oamraiasioner, to the effect that 
■the crowd should^ be disperse There was absolute quiet in 

the city after the 15th. Two or three boys and men were arrested in 
connection with the disturbaocOi before the 2l3t. Bat general arrests 
commenced on the 21st of April, 1919* I was among those arrested that 
, day. The others were Sardar Gurdial Siogb, Lala Ram Sahai, Lila 
Labhu Bam, Lala Beli Ram, Lala^Karam Ohaod, Sardair Mewa Singh, 
Lala Haweli Ram, Lala Qokal Uhand and some others, On the firel 
day, none of us was allowed to re!i;ive ' hiiuseU or to answer the call of 
nature, outside the primn cell, ' Tiie prison was stincking with iheawfsll 
smell of latrines and the u-ine thaf the previous inmates haJ passed, 
and we, of course, added to the nuisance. On the fir^t day, 1 was not 
allowed to go out to answer the call of nature, in spite of my repeated 
requesfe to the S. D. 0., toe Tehsildsr and the Inspecior, We remained 
in the prison up to the 23rd of April, whin we were taken to the 
Gajranwala Jaih ' ..i ../" 


Hayfiaa^jad 

' In my abseBce, oa the 23rd of April, 1919, my tioase wsi« itarehail, 
At that time^ only two yonager brothers of mioa, my mh motii«r mvi 
sister were present in the bonse. The seareh nmtinmi «p to ekwm in 
the nighi Nothing iocriminating wm fonnd. The jiolica , tone awty 
the following books, which hate not hmn returned to :iia up fcci mm 
(1) Mahatma Gandhfs life in Hindi (2) Lokmanya Tikk ^1 life in Hindi 
(3) India for Indians by 8j. 0. B. Dass in English. 

After about fifteen days, I was taken back to the H ifizabicl prison 
again. Here pressure was broaghf - to-bear- npon me to become a pro.^ 0 * 
ention witness. The Inspector of‘ Police used no physic il hm% but ha 
employed moral pressure of every kind. ■ Ha first pressed me to 
edacated man, and then alar me 1 me with the faat that 1 might be 
hanged and all my property be confiscated, or that I might be fcrons* 
ported for life. First, I told him that I did not like to play the trailer, 
'and' he gave m© argoments as to how it was no treason to tell the tratb. 
I then consulted my father and the religious instraetor ol the sebol, 
and decided that I must tell the truth and nothing but the truth. On 
my saying so to the Inspector, he told me that he wanted troth only* 
Bat when I mad© my statement, he suggested that I should not say that 
I was ready to speak at the peaceful, m-eetiog of the 6th of April Healso 
suggested that if I was questioned as to whether the leaders took p irt 
in the violence or not, 1 should answer that I was no*i OKpested to 
know it, for I was not present on the ooeasiom i, o£ course, fully fae.« 
lieved, and believe even now, that the leaders among the accused* such 
as Sardar Gurdial Singh and Laia Ram Sahai did no violence. Bat I 
suppressed this from my statement, being influenced by the atmosphera 
that had been created aroaud me. .-.After' I had made my statamerit',, I 
was told that there was no evilence against me, a id that I would be 
released and made, to appear as a prosecution witueasp I, of wag 

prepared to te1 the truth, and did tell it except that I did not mention 
that the ai’CUied did no vijlen^e. No quejtiiu wBi put m me about 
violCiaCa in the (’oart 

On 21st M.iy, 1919, we ware again braoght bark to Hatiz ibaJ. 
Prostitatea and other low people Oime to ideafciff as. This time, as the 
namber was very large, and as there was no sutBciant room in the 
prison, we were kept outside in a big offiee room. We were handcafle J, 
day end tight, and had to answer the call of nature in batches, in full 
view of each other’s nakedness. We wtte handonffed, two by two, and 
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answered the call of natnfe in the same |»ositbn- We slept at night in 
the open, with handcuffs on« 

On the 23rd of April, 19X9, 1 was presented before Ool. O'Brien, 
who ordered rae to famish a security of Rs, 1,000, which J did, and waB, 
therenpoo, released. After 4 days, the Deputy Oommissiooer sent for 
me again, and 1 was told, outside the Bunglow, that I was under no 
restrictions any more* Ool O’Brien then Citneont and said, Toba Kam*^ 
( cry penitence ). I expressed, by word and action, my repentance, 
though I know that I was innooent. He then said that I must ** clear 
myself,** by which he meant that I miist appear as a prosecation wituesst 
As written above, I appeared as a prosecution^ witness, afterwards, 
according to my promise. The Deputy Superintendent of 
me afterwards, that he would have arrested me again, if I had not 
appeared as a prosecution witness* Martial Law was not then over. 

I agfaiu want to emphasis&e the fact that I fully believe that the 
leaders took no part in the violence done at the station or in the TehsiL 


The statement of Wadhawa Mai, Arora^ of EafizahaA 


The evidence I gave against Kesar Mul of HaQzabad was owing to 
police pressure* The real fact is, that though I was present at the 
Railway station when the occurrence took place, I did not gee him 
committing any violence. 


The statement of Joti Ram, AUuwalia^ shop-keeper of 
Eafizadad^ District Gujranwalcu 


I have a grocery shop* It adjoins the gate. When all the people of 
the city were called by the Deputy Oommi^siouer at the Dak Bunglow, 
I also went there. My shop was left open. On my return 1 was 
informed, that two British soldiers came to the. city, and carried away 
one bos of Sunlight soap, one box peppermint, and a large round 
Japanese chakki from my ohop* 

I was informed that the British soldiers committed similar loot 
thraugbont the city, I always closed my shop whenever i heard they 
were coming. 
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The etaiemnt o/Karam Singh, ^hop-keeper, Eofimhed, 

Bisiriet Oujranwala. 

H, ,k»p “ fL'I'.™ 

take mv tceals, leaving the shop opea aa mmh ^ x i * i-k* 

«p piT.pl r 0?^ 

property. One glass worth Annas 10, one l-earB »o»p wo 
Ss. 1-7, and fonr boxes of Sunlight soap, were taken. 

When I came to my shop, they went away withont making any 

payment. 

Whenever they came to the city, I closed my shop out ol fear. 
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Ths itatemnt of Eaj, son ofOapal Dassf a§$ 20 pmr$f 
Arora Naurang^ of Eamnagan 


' As amtersal protests were being noada throisghont the country 
against the Rowlatt Acts and as the 6th of April had been fixed as a day^ 
of, humiliatioD, i along with the rest cf the shop-keepers in the city 
suspended business on that day, of out own accord* On the 15lh of 
April, I had a law suit in the court of the Munsiflf at Waairabad. I was 
accompanied bj dai Dyal, son of Nanak Chaud, Arora, who was my 
nexbdoDr neighbour, and who also had a case there. We rephed Waair* 
abad early in the morning of the 15th April* There wat / a complete 
hirtal at Waairabad, and the Oourtfor some reason or othe^ commenced 
work at a late hour* Having attended Court and having finished our 
work there, I and Jai Dyal went to the Railway Station to catch a train 
that day. 

Oo enquiry, we learnt that the train was 45 minutes too late 
Both of us got down at Akalgarh. Here was not a single conveyance 
and we had to walk over to Ramnagar, (a distance of six miles), where 
we arrived at 7 p, m* After we left the station on the 15th April, 
we saw nothing till the 22nd April to shaw that a hartal had been 
celebrated or an effigy had been burnt there. On the 23rd April, Maulvi 
'^Syed'Alaa: Girdawars.' kaouogo, arrived af Eamoagar from Akalgarh 
at 10 a. m,, and kfermed us that the Revenue Officer was expecteii at 
% p* m. He asked the whole population of the city to be present out^ 
side the city near the Hospital Accordingly, every one, Hindu or 
; Moilem, assembled near the Hospital* The Revenuo Officer then 
arrivedj and he was accompanied by the Sub^Inspector of Polic0| 
Akalgarh Thaua^ and Ghulam Qadir Zaildar. ' Ramnagar is outside 
the jurisdiction of tha latter. A few minutes later, th© officers took 
with them to Akalgarh tha under-mentioned four respectable perionsi 
along with four others, selected from among the huge gathering. 

(IJ. DaulalEam* (2) BalMokand* (3) Gobind Sahal (4) Karam 
Ohaod. I was extremely sorry to hear, on the 24th April, that thofit four 
gentlemen had been arrested* All of them were absolutely innoceali and 
loyal subjects of th© British Crown. As a matter of fact, a (m days 
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‘!before his arrest, Lala Bal Mokaad- had the privilege of receiving a 
chain (in a Dnrbar) in reeognifeiou of his war services. Laia Qabind 
: Sahai was a Lambardar. The other two gentlemen also are well- 
wishers of the British Government. I, thereupon, submitted a petition 

■ to the Deputy Commissioner, Gnjranwala, declaring the innocence of 
the gentlemen arrested. No enquiries, however, were made in the 
matter. The Sub-Inspector of Police, accompanied by Ghnlam Qadir, 

rZaildar, who has no jnrisdiotion at Bamnagar, came to Eamnagar on 
the Sih May. The same night Abdullah, Lambardar of Ramnagar, came 
to me. He told me that if I did not pay him Rs. 200, 1 would be 
Mfested the next morning. It is noteworthy that the Zaildar’s house 
is mortgaged to me. Besides this, he owed us a large sum of money. 
We had once or twice drawn his attentioa to the fact that the mortgage 
* bond was about to be time-barred. This had naturally displeased him. 
j In ¥iew of the fact, that no injury of any kind had baeu caused to any 
public building at Ramnagar daring the recent disturbrnces, I really 
felt aggrieved that instead of expressing their appreciation of our good 
. conduct during the recent disturbances, the Goverameut iiiended to 
prosecute us. 1, therefore, told the Zaildar that I did not think if' 
: proper to give him any money, and went home. The next morning, 1 
found the brother of Abdullah, Lambardar^ aad*another person baloag* 
? ing to a criminal tribe, sitting at my door sfi\ihdjiathie$ ( sticks ) in their 
hands. No sooner had I opened the door than I was suddenly seiisad 
‘ fay them and dragged to the bazar. 1 met Abiullah on the way. He 
repeated that if I paid him Rs. 200, I would be released. Knowing 
I was absolutely iimoceut, 1 refused to pay the money. They then took 
. me forcibly to the police Station at 6 a. m., where I was kept in the 
lock-up without being asked any question. In the meantime, other 
? people were brought to the place by force, like myself. A number 
. of men faelooging to the criminal tribes guarded the ehowli, They 
were all armed with AbduIlaU, with two or three meo, caiiitt 

to me and told me that if I paid Rs. 200 to him, I would be aiade a 
, prosecution witness. I asked him what evidence I would have m give., 
He said, evidence as desired by the Revenue Officer who wm ©spected 
■shortly I refused to act in the manner suggested, 

^ Soon after, some prosecutiou witnesses arrived to identify na, Th# 

■ number of persous under arrest was 22* Bbigwau Das% Barkat Ali Shah 
aad Kapur Ohand were the prosecudou witnesses* BVim awoog th«» 

. only one, Bliagwan Dass, ideniia^d me as' 'having paiticiiialiJ 'k the 

I. P. 14 
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„>eeting tha. took place on the 15th April at 5 p. m. oa the bank ^th*- 
river ^The Sub-Inspeotoir, however, thongh he knew that I absent 

iromKatnnagar on the 15th April, and that I bad that day attend^ 

theoonrt at Wazirabad, yet, asked the accnsed and witnessea present to 
t t« that they had seen me there between 5 and 7 p. m. Two persons 
* ftr6''thcn set free, and the remaining 20 made their statements. There 

witnesses, viz., Abdullah, Ali Mahomed 

Tambardar, Mania Bakhah. Barain. Fazal Dad, Knljas Eai; from these, 
Abdallah. Ali Mahomed and Fazal Dad identified me. We did not 
too*, then, if there was any other circumstance against the acoased. 
besides the fact of having taken part in the meeting held on the Unk 
of the river. On the 9th May. aU of us, 20 in number, were handonffe^ 
aid kept in the lock-up at the Akalgarh Thana. Two perso^, named 
o n«\ Dass and Jai Dja1,« were also bronght there from Wazirabad 

h>ift Uth MaT. One Hari Singt waa arrested on the loth 

T' C «•». »•' 

£.r<, Cha.a)'bohadb.enpr..eou.rfat9oir.n«>l.. alter the, ban 

been sent there from Akalgarh, were again aenl bark to Bnn.»ng« 
^rnow nnmbeKd 28 in all The Snb.In,p.ct.r then took from » 

witnesses to be summoned for giving evidenee oo behalf of 
th! TeTence. I was, with the other accused, presented before the Deputy 
Commissioner on the 22aa May in the Baradan at Eamnagar. s 

Jai Dyal and 1 had not in any manner participated in the meeting, 'a. 

LdaLived in the city after 7 p. m., the police, by persuasions and 
tbLt got one driver, named Karam Singh, and another, named 

HayaUo give evidence to the effect, that they had bronght ns W 
Akalgarh to Eamnagar in their ionyas on April !-> at a p. m. Thu 
evidence was as unfounded and absurd as that given % ^ o^er 

ptos«cntionwitneBses.Onthe22ad May, we were again taken to the 

Akalgarh Thana. On the 23rd May, 1 was sentenced by the Deputy 

i ; ^ ’ ■^aLssitmer'totwoyears’ rigorous imprisonment and three months 

solitary confinement and a fine of Es. 200. 

Before taking Danlat Earn, Bal MoKand, Gobind Sahai, and Karam 

Cband with him to Akalgarh from Eamnagar on the 23rd April, the 

Eevenue Officer had told them that they were respectable persons and 

well-wisbers of the British Government, and that he was taking them 

to Akalgarh to obtain their advice in connection with certain confidential 
Government work. He further assured them that they would not he- 
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arresledf m there had .been m disturbance^ at Ramnagar# On retthing 
.Akalgarh, all of them were put in the look-np and prosecntadi^ 

..2, At Bamnagar, the only prosecntion witneisaii who C3«id 
j identify mOi were Bhagwan Dass, Abdullah, Fasal Dad, and All Mohaffl" 

^ mmad; but on the 22nd May, before the Deputy Commissioner, all the 
• witnesses identified me, because of the pressure brought to bear on thfii* 
do not know what' happened to the documentary evidence recorded % 

■ he police at Eamnagar. ■, 

V 3,. The time for the departure of the train from Waxirab^d wm, 
.■S*15 bat it ^arrived at Akalgarh at 4-30 p*. m. Being late that 

day by 4»5 minutes^ the "train left Waairabad at 4 p* m# leached, 
Akalgarh at 5-15 p« m., and arriYed at Eamnagar at 7-15 p« tUt haTing 
had to cover a distanoe of 6 miles. 
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The datmiemt ef Lai, Bon of Lala Ran C'hand^ 

banker^ Bamnugan 

, On the 6th of April, there was a hartal md the shops were closed ; 
but on that day, my shop and that of Lala Bal Mokand were not closed* 
^luontinued sitting at my sh^^^ On- the 22ad April, I was ordered to 
go to the lhanamd carry my rifle there* went to the lhanm 

T took my rifla I was ordered to ,go,with my rifle to Akalgarh, along 
with the police, to make arrests,.: but I told them that my foot was 
sore. They said I could in that case stay in the Thana» After a short 
/■time, the Sab-Iospector and others came back and asked me to bring 
"Sy Mokani’s rifle* I 'said, that Bal Mokand was not in Ramnagar. The 
Bib-Inspector said that if, Bal Mokand was not there, a search would 
made, and the rifle secured* I said a search was not neceisary* i 
accompanied Boota and took Bal Mokand’s rifle and got it deposited in 
'the Akalgarh Thana. I said to the Revenue Officer that we had 
always been the well-wishers of Government, and had been so fm a 
' long time ; we should therefore be granted licenses, and allowed to retaia , 
our rifles. The Revenue Officer asked ns to go away, saying that he 
would see, to it, On the 23rd April, Bal Mokand, Karam Chand, Gobind 
Bahai, and Daulat Ram were taken away under arrest* 


ltel» 

I't''" 


V ’‘.'‘'J-'i: 


g60 Bamimgftr- No. 418 moi. 

On tho 8th May, in the evening, the Sub-lnepootor oatne to 
Bemnagar and said that he had come to collect evidence agidnet Boot* 
Bam, hawaldar. 

On the dth May, arrests were made in the morning. 

On 8th May, at night, I was asked what had happened. I said 
nothing had ^happened at Bamoagar. Neither was any effigy 
taken out, nor anything burnt. A false ease had been got up. All that 
happened was that on the ISthJMay, in the evening, at about 7 o’clock, a 
few boys passed through the bazar. tThere was no hnicd. On the 11th 
May, I went to Gnjranwala in company with Lala Oobind 
Narang and Ladha Shah, On the 12th May, a telegram was' 
thefDepnty ‘.Gommissioner to the effect that no effigy had been 
(tot at Bamnagar ; nor was anything burnt ; that there werh factions 
at Bamnagar ; that either the Deputy Commissioner himself or some- 
©ttier honest officer should kindly inv^tigate the matter personally. 

; On tbe 14tli May, I returned to Kamnagare On the morning of 
lite l8th, the Eevenne OflScer came and took Abdullah aside, and had 
a talk i?pith him* He then said tauntingly that we were really th® 
well-wishers of Government, as we had, at an expense of Rs. 72-2-t# seni 
a telegram to the Government, I replied that we had not complained 
against any official. On this, the Eevenne Officer abused and threatened 
us a good deal, and said that Gobind Sahai Sundar Dass and I should 
present ourselves on tfee following day, when the Deputy Commissioner 
was to come. In the evening of the 17th, the Deputy Commissioner ^ 
came to Ramnagar, We had remained in the hospital since the 
morning. We were all ordered to remain present. 

In the evening, the Deputy Commissioner, together with somae 
petso na belonging to the town, went to the riverside. Oa his arriva 
there,' Babu Devi Dass made an oral representation. In the morning 
;-of the l8th,Gobiad Sahai' Far an g, StindarDass, Vas Ded, Matbu Mai 
Chowla, Sohan Lai and myself were arrested and taken away. 

On the 24th May, Gobind Sahai and Nathu Mai were let off oa 
bail, while I and Sundar Dass were not allowed bail 

On the 9th June, we were taken to Gujmnwala. On the 10th 
June we were placed before the Deputy Commissioner. At first, ho 
asked us to pray for pardon, and then made ua draw lines on the 
ground with our noses. He then ordered our release. 





Btiiiiafikt— No, 

Akog with w, Twa Ohsnd, Ohoni Lai md Mohammad Hosaain, 
feaident* of SnlbokOj were released on their drawing lines on the- 
ground with their noses and praying for pardon. In addition to these 
three persons, wo four persons belonging to Bamnagar were let off. 
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fh» Sttoenma of Snndar Dass, ton of Devi Dyal, nge yeart, 

Arora, banker, of Samnagar. 


Sunday, the 6th April, 1919, bad been fixed throughout India for 
holding protest meetings against the Rowlatt Act, and 1 heard that 
there was a Ttartal at Bamnagar on the 6th April, as a protest against 
the Rowlatt Act. I was ill and had closed my shop two days before 
that day, and had remained in my bouse on aeeount of fever. On the 
15th April thefe was no hartal, but boys were passing through the 
bazar and were crying out, “Mahatma GandMJd jai,” “Hindu Musalman- 
U jai ”, There was no meeting on the riverside. 

On the 23rd April, Maulvi Say aid Girdawar Quanago came from 
Abalgarh to Bamnagar about 10 a. ra., and said |,that the Revenoe 
Officer would ba coming to Ramnagar at 4 p. m., and that all the people 
of the town should come to the hospital In accordance with the order of 
the Revenue Officer, we all presented ourselves there. On that day^^ 
hey took away Daulat Ram, Lala Bai Mokand, Lala Gobind Sahai, 
end Lala Earam Ohand, saying that they would not be arrested, but 
■were wanted for an enquiry at Akalgarb. * 

On the 9th May, innocent people were arrested, amongst whom I 
Miad a brother and an uncle's son. 

On the 16th May, the Revenue Officer came to Bamnagar. I 
accompanied Lai, Sohan Lala Lala Gobind Sahai and some qthe, - 
people, and made an oral representation to the Revenue Officer on the 
riverside. We represented to him that our innocsnt brothers were 
being arrested, and that he should kindly treat them justly . The 
Revenue Officer asked if I bad sent any telegram. I said, I had not sent 
any. I was ordered to he placed before'the Deputy Oommissioner on the 
17th May, and on the 18th May, we, four persons, Sundar Daas, .GoWnd 
Sahai, Nathn Mai, Sohan Lai, and myself wmre arrested. On the llth • 
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June, we were again produced before the Deputy Gommtesioner. The 
Deputy Oommissioner ordered us to draw lines on the ground with our 
•noses, and to express repentance. We were thus compelled to draw 
Hues with onr noses and were released after we had begged his pardon. 
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The statement of Lala Qo'nnd Sahai, son of Lola Bam Ghand, age 
48 years, money lender and merchant. 


**isi 




MaHed was observed in all the cities owing to the passing of the 
Eowlatt Act. Bamnagar also observed a hartal on the 6th ApriL Ota 
idle IJSth April, there was neither a hartal, nor any funeral procession 
iaken but; nor^was any effigy burnt. Arrests were made on the 9th 
'■May, 1919s My younger brother and nncle's son too were arrested I 
"itent to see the Deputy Oommissioner at Gnjranwala and explained to 
*tem the real facts about the matter. When the Revenue Officer learnt 
that three or four persons had gone to Gnjranwala to explain the true 
facts to the Deputy Oommissioner, he cams down to Ramnagar on the 
16th May, and inquired who had gone to Gujranwala, I stated that I 
and Sohan Lai had gone there. He ordered me to remiin present the 
next dajj because the Deputy Oommissioner would be coniiag down® 
On the ,17th of May, the Deputy Commissioner came to Ramnagar, and 
after iuspeoting the spot, went to the Dah Bunglow^ The Revenue 
"Officer obtained orders from the Deputy Oommissioner to arrest uSj and^ 
■f On,, the Sub-lnspector came to Ramnagar and put Maths 

Mai, Sohan Lai and Sundar Dass and myself in handcuffs and took 
us to Akalgarh. On the 24th May, we were all released on bail* On the 
* 9th June, the case was taken before the Deputy Commissioner, and on 
; t; June, he released us after having made us draw lines on the 

ground with our noses and express our repentance for oar actiam 


The statemmi Nathu Mai, $on qfUid Baj GkmU^ 

of Bamnagare 

Ob account of the passing of the Rowlatt Act, hartal was ofas^vefi 
4n all the cities. On the 6th April, was observed in Ramnagar 


1JPV«/ 


EamBai^ — Wo* 4 i%i ^ *253* 

also* There waB 00 ftmernl piocessioOi uor was aay effigy King 

burnt there. Some arrests were made in Remnagar on the 9lb May. 
On the 18th May, the Snb-lnspeotor of the Akalgarh lhana arrwted 
me, Snndar Dass, Qobind Sahai and Sohan Lai. On the 9th June, we 
were formally ehallaned, and on the 10 th June we were produced before 
the Deputy Gommissioner, who made ns rob our noses on the ground 
and say tola. (I wish 1 had not done it). We were then released. 


422 


The statement of Karam Chand, son (tfSardar Jiwan Singh, age 

60 years^ Ar&ra ParutM^ of Bamnagar^ Distriet Giijrmwalot 


I served Goveromento in different departmaots, Postal Eailway^.. 
■etc., from 1877 to 1900. Prom 1900 to 1910, i worked as aEaiiwaj' ■ 
Contractor... Enring ^ ^ career^ I ga¥o complete satisfaction to the 
authorities, mi obtained several certificates in appreciation of my ser-*' 
viceSa After 1910, I practically renounced worldly affairs and began to 
spend the ' rest of my ■ life in devotion to God. I used to spend only 
three months in ■ Eamnagar, and the remaining 9 months I passed iii . 
Hard war, studying religious books, and enjoying the company of re^ 
ligious devotees. But,, in January 191,9, 1 happened to meet one Sadim 
in. Kamnagar, ■ with whom I had become, accjuainted at Hardwar, and 
from . whom. , 1 had learnt Sanskrit. -I had ,to stay there with him. On 
the 6th of April, a Jiarial was observed in the city, in which both flin* 
dus and Mahomedans took park On the 15th April, no kaHai was 
observed; neither was any funeral precession arranged for nur any 
effigy burni . The - shops in the inner bazar were generally closed at 5 
■or 6 in the evening* ' ■ , We did however hear a few boys passing .throiigli- 
■ the bazar and shouting ^ Hai Ecii Eoidatt BUl^ (alas, the Eowlatt Bill). 

■' On the 17th April 1919, a Sufa-Jnspector came and recorded in hh 
secret diary that there was only a hartal and nothing else. On the 
2Srd April the Eevenue Officer came to Eamaagar and called logeiher 
all the city people near the hospital After consulting with Ghnkm 
Eadir, Zaildar* and a few others, he had me, Dauiut Bam, Ba! Mokaai 
and Gobind Sahai sent to Akalgarh on the pretext that an enquiry 
would bo held there. A Sub Inspector and two constables accompanied 
118 * On the 24th April we were handcuffed and cJialkmd to Qujran^ 


, 564 EamiM^ar— -So. 422 eottti, & 423. 

wak. Then on a wamnfc issaed by the Depnty OommksioBer, we 
■were sent to jail, and remained there till the 16fch of May. We did no 
know for what offence we had been arras ted. We were brought back 
to Ramnagar on the 17th of May. On the 19th, the Ikamdar retinired 
ns to give a list of defence witnesses, and also asked us to be present on 
the 22nd in the Ramnagar Bafodan. We bad learnt before coming to 
Ramnagar that 24 mote men had been arrested. 


423 ^ 

fhe statememb o/Lala Lakhmi Dass, Bvni^i tuUm Sm 
bmJcer (^‘BatlHi&garA ■' . 



: btt the .6* Aiitil, 19l9i as was .obseXfed? in other towns 

; ,to-vthe W«8WS of tiie Rowlatt Act, the shops were closed in Ram 

/ j^Oi There was no hartal on the 15th April, nor was any 

llij^apeial, procession taken oat ; there was no damage done to the Govern' 
ment buildings. 

/ On the 23rd April, the Revenae OfiSoer came to Ramnagar and 
’ arrested the following persons, viz., Lala Gobind Sahai, Babu Karam 
Ohand, Lala Daulat Ram, Lala Balmokand. On the 4th April, it was 
rumoured that these four persons were sent to Gajranwala under a 
clialati. 

On the 8th May, the Sub-Inspector, Tlmta Akalgarh, came to 
Ramnagar, and on the 9th May, arrests ware made. My younger 
■brother and uncle’s son too were arrested. On this, my elder brother 
and Lala Sohan Lai both went to Gujranwala to explain the real facts 

to the Deputy Commissioner and sent Telegrams too. 

: i 'On the 16th May, the Revenae Officer came to Ramaagar and 
i ' nSri^uited of Lala Gobind Salmi and Lala Sohan Lai, the names of 
the persons who were with them, when they had gone to Gujranwala, and 
who hsd sent the telegrams. Gobind Sahai stated that he and Gobind 
Sahai were the two persona. On this, the Revenue Officer ordered Go- 
bind Sahai, Sohan Lai, and Sander Dass to remain with him till the 
.arrival of the Deputy Commissioner. On the I7th May, the Deputy 
Commissioner came to Ramnagar and went to the river aide, Thea 
the Deputy Commissioner and the Revenue Officer went to ^he i>afc 
Bunqlow, and, after some consultation, warrants were issued againa 
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Sohaa Lai, Nath Mai, aod Sander Dasa, and they were arrettieci, oa thfj- 
18 th of May, by the Sah-l'.ppacfc )r. They woreih^n taken to the Thana, 
Ob the 24 th of May, Gobind tahai and Nafcbu Mai were released 00 
bail. On the 9 tb of June, their ca^e came up at Oiijranwrla. On the lUb 
of Jane, the Deputy Commissioner made them draw linos on th& 
o'round with their noses aad then let them oil. 
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Tim daumnt of Gabind Sahai_, son of Lala, tlai Bhu^ioan, 

Bhatia^ Biim.nagay\ 


, Mj ancestors were tbe fdaii Jars ot this town; arid e?er aioce^ we^ 
have been eontinnonsly holding the post of Lamhardari^ i, htil beeB 
daiog the 'Lmnhaniari work with hoiwMj uod for the last 1!) yaarSi 
fa the HSiitter of realizition of rovaniie, I had Ix^aa do i ri g cforo para lively 
far better work than. the othar Lami/ardars^ I bad b eo ylso a M'liniii. 
pal 'Oummissioaer, aa Honorary Secretary of the Mnnieipal Ooiamifete©- 
for 9 yearsj, and a tnember of Ih^' Gojratswala District Board for 3 years* 
A osa was got' up against under ■.Seeiian 1214. It waii a cle:ir fabri*^ 
cations as io Ranoagari neither a fonera! proeeasiori wan arraagad^ mr 
mj effigy of Ills M.aj-:^sfy burnt. Only it was a got op slory of otir 
enemies and their kind helper and M. Sahib Kban^ Rdveond 

Officer, Daring iha days of Marlial Law, the said Esvenaa OltiC'^r had 
been givea ab^olat© powers by the Deputy Commissionerj, (ihiiMnwaia^ 
who misused them and accused us inoocent people, I Imd eriiiiity wiiti 
Abdaila Araiii Sarbarah Lambardar^ Eamtiagars Sirdar ELarij Zaildar^, 
lAaaidad SafaiJposys aud others^ owing to a |i\-5vioiis liivaii'ji.; and 
aJ.'iO with Ghiilaiii (jidir aildar Kot Sardar 

ila'rta, and the said Revenae Officer and others* They txil 
send m to the lock-up «it ooc% and tbea to make oat ti case 
Ail this was first t«-eeretely panned at Aka’garli, Oi ih^ April 
at 1 p, m.jSdd Ala ii Oirdiwarg Kaamjo,mmd to Bun rigar, and ciliiag 
ofjoa raejsaid iLur> the Heveiiue Oilicer was coming at 4 p, m. to m:ikc 
some enquiries and tliut al uihi would adj^cjub!) Icgelher oiiltLb the 
main gate for his reception* Be tarfcher said llial we sfmilti assemble 
outsiJe, so that no time should be wasted* AceorJiagly, all those pra-' 
■lent io the towo, asseoiblatl outside* At about 5 p. m., the Eeveoa^- 
L P« 15 
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Officer accompanied by ©hulam Q^air Zaildar, Sardar Khan Zaiidar 

the Sub-Inspeclor of Police of Akalgatb, and some others of 
Chailia caste, presnmably.all relatives of one another, reached Ramnagar. 
Immediately on their arrival in the Dispensary compound, the llevenne 
Officer began scolding the people, and said anthoritatively and threaten 
ingly that ha had powers to shoot down any man whom he liked as 
that moment He was hard on myself and on Bal Mokand,_(whom he 
went the length of abusing) because I had openly saii in that 
gathering, that nothing had happened at Ramnagar. Accordingly, we 
four, myself, Karam Ohand Prothi, Donlat Ram, and Bal Mokand were 
detained on the escnae that some enqnrios were to be made at the Alai- 
garb Tham. Then wa were seated in a tum-tmi and taken ^ 
garb in custody of policemen, armed with guns, and there pnt mto the 

f ::: wawant, and taken before the Deputy Commissioner m Qujranwak. 

fhet6.we explained everything, fe«t it fell on deaf ears. We were sen. 
without any investigation or evidence. After this, I came to 
, ’ ! ' 'kow that my brother’s son Ishar Das and 23 others were also arrested 

and kept in Akalgarh lock-np, and the charge bronght against me was 
It; , ' .of starting from my shop the funeral procession of King George 

I' l ' - > ' ' Accordingly, on May 16tb,the Sub-Iaspector, Akalgarh Thana, took four 
!<J * of ns from the Jaii, back to Akalgarh Thana; where the statements of 

! ! ’ all the 28 accused were recorded. The names of our defenee witnesses 

■were asked before the framing of the charge, or taking prosecution 
evidence. Some witnesses were tutored against some ot tke accnsea 
! after taking down our statements. We were then presented at Itaai« 

, nagar on the 22nd of May, and ptcsecation evidence was taken. Wo liicn. 

\ ' prodnesd onr defence evidence, but I do not know whether it was record- 

'K-i ;l'! i ; ■■ ,ed, or not. From the 16th to the 21st of May, we remained in the Akal • 
ii'it n'i,,.!, ipck-np. Then we came to know that the story had been changed- 


i J i ^ Avoiding to the new version, instead of the funeral procession, a small 
efggy was taken by Giani Haii Singh, School Master, in Hs pocirei, ans? 
•was bnrnt at the river. ^ The reason of this change was, that thr j 
could not trace the plai^ where five maunds of wood had been burnt 
for lha effigy, and although the police and the Euvpud® 'ihci>r wisd 
(.iirii- b-itiii bara 3 •mattiiis of wood in the night, iboy ^isiiutfcsa. 
fif v.-r, i-i: .■ai'.O'-abnta of all of nnr vi'cm 

lidt r..e;r>a, and Liiosa who gave evidence were i.au ri- 


,;v' ' 

liitlteila 

ftvir' 


fi'id, that ill case they would give evidence, they would theiusalv 
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fif? 


arrestatl and sent to the lock-up mi pnninhed under Martini Law. To 
give tMs thwat a practical shape, tmo' wilnasses were bmaglit 
cnfied from Akalgarh to Baconagar, and wore fined and flogg'^fl to 
terrify other witnesses. Oar case was not sent to Ijioore oefrirt? Martial 
Iiaw Oommiasionj as they would riofcb^ ahlc there to opri^s the 
who mityhi; divulge triid facts* Here, alio^ lu!! fiowcirs were u.aid in 
pmisMiig 11S3 and moreover^ Ike Revenue Oidc^.r Hyed Afaai 

(Jirdawar^ .KaHung&^ and brought another luL^o ctisa agsdrisi iwe, 
Doilat Edra and Bai Mokand, on the 22ad of May, and proilciced ns the 
YBTj same irigh^ befora the Assistant Gam inissiooer* iiiJJiul CiS6 we wero 
aned Es„ 200 each^, ia addidoa to the piinishmeot we already hail recoiv- 
dd^ although the evidence was in our favour^ I with cerifiifiiy and 
that nothing happened in this oicoepl the iurnii oa ile 3 
whieh was sporiaDoons* and wiiieh ended very p'^acefidly, .Ni’itiwr 
a procession was IjkeQ nor any meeting hakl rioi, lecirire d»divarf:d 
nor any Government hnildisga (lamagecl 
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The etatmeni of Lala Eam Ch-ind, son of Lda Otinpat Sk'ik, LMhra 
(_Arora), Mmiieipal Goinmiaiumcr, Beis, iummB ta-f- pa>jef<, and 
Zamindar, affe 55 years, Bamndgar, n 


On the Sfeh of May, 1919, 1 was called by the ’/lutimlnr, i wffht to 
Uie Police St'ition^, Many respectable pGr.sonM of the town and soni'J 
Lambariars were also present there, Fazaldad, AbJulla auiJ Knijar Rai 
were made to make the atatament that the tanerai procession of 15 npurnr 
George V had bsea started from the shop of Gc bind :r» .li-d, inm tanUr, 
Mid was taken first to the Town Ha!L Pressure was boiat ijfjiigut to 
bear on those present. Some of these porsoas agreeii iu tl,(» evi* 
denee. But Ladhe Shah, niyeelf, and others refused, t.U} the i7th of 
May, the Deputy Coomiissioner came there. Then wa omio to know 
that the story of the buraing of the effigy in a fnnemi procession had 
been changed into the barning of a small cloth doll I kuow person, 
ally that no funeral procession was taken out, nor any effigy or cloth 
loll barutia 


in*, w i 1 1 1 1 a a r o* ' f 
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The statmeni Qf SEW IB Me}, $m of Lah Ganda Mol, BanhsT ami 
luni' owmr^ a^e 46 years, Bammgun 


,Se¥eml d^ja after tbe arreat'^^of Lsla Bd Mokaoff, QoMnd Sjihai^ 
©aiikt R.iiOjatiii Ktram Chaiid Proh?, the Sob*Infap'-ch»r of Fo^ie^^ 
TJmna Akalgaih, by Sardar Kl an of Ghrilam Qifiir 

'KhojijMtIir Aldullaaml others caiow toili^ Policf^ Stfilion^ s.ncJ sr^itl for 
t}» reFf ecbsl)!© inlititFanis of ’Bmimger^mth as Lala Ladha Shah Bhabra, 
Lak Riiljng EaiJ-ahi Rjin LnthraJ^am Chaf'd S?«pra,S*)hao L'*b Khosftl 
'Siagb^ and others. I wii? also present there, Sat d n Khan Z iildar.eudGhalaaa’ 
^^adiriook as all i > the committee hcose, on 1 ad vised us all ic say. in civi- 
denes that a flin^ral | roeea.-ion with an efhgy of the King-Eunpetor wm 
started from the of Gohirid Sal.ai rn the 15'h ard the effigy was. 

00 the liverrlde^ wbh four cr Rve: maunds of fte! Oo fliis, 
"’Ijidhii Shah and in}>6’f refnred to ^iT8 f-o |^ri.Shly ialse eti ’eiice^ We 
Were thrcateiied with bsinv ehallaned and d:‘sh('CciiTed Wiieo we dis*' 
regarded tlusihteufc of Sardur KLai], be atKtd these mho were resdy to 
give evidence, to stj^ud aside, and s.ud tba?: be would pariisb the rest., 
'On thisg some Mdjoms.i'ans^ Knlja'*^ H-i, K-pur t'ha^d* and Eai'n 
'€hai 3 d Luthra s^t on ihe nde of thoFc mho were wi iirg ic give evidence, 
md I with Ladba Shidi Bhabra'and others sat oo the cilifr H.de. Wa 
were theo taken to the Buh*lmi^QioY at \lB Police ^.tatlon^ mho l'€ga» 
■taking down the eviJt'Dce* Kuijis -.Uai Kapur Cbaeji, Fas d Daci^ 
■'Ghnlain Q d’r smJ others f&m evidenc':t itr' elfel tbit a pro*- 

cession uar»eci fruiii the shop of Goviirl and ikit t-he elligy was 

biamt on the ii?rr &ide with some iiva miuaiii of fuel Wh^n be Mknd 
Shah and we pave Ifm the irye fac's. on which sre weft 

tbrealeoed and asked to go home. At Bight, Uaveli Mai, Uopal Dai, ftod'*" 
oiter^s in all 22 per.-ons Wt re arrested. 

Soane 10 ^or 12 dafs afier this, M. Sahib Khan, Revenue Oifl:er^ 
came IhtfO a^id w'enfe with mj^elf and seme other persons to the river 
'^lo ste ihtf-sile. Sbo-e who. said that ihere was no sign of the c ffigy^bc^wg 
buml were tco!drci« ID' came hi dk toihe city, Sard.»r Khan and othera 
took tl© wiliiesses tisLie lor a Isitit while, asid tln-o the eviJiHice of K'a^ 
.pur Ohand and others was r^e rded, aiul the whole city was surprised to 
karo that ibotigb the ciigiinl st, fy was that there was a r* giiiar fiioefai 
.proeefsii n d di'.l n feig e.i-gy lad been burst, it had liien been modiiei 
^Ici a doll being buint 
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smemmt of Klinslial sinj*!!, son of hla Fmm SMi, 

Sarhrali Lambonlar^ oge 42 yean, M^mmgarm 

On the 8*li Mavg 101!\ I w.ns called bj the Sob^Iojapocfeor of Police 
aioBg with oitier ^.■‘sideiiy of Raiimig'ir, Amozif tbo?e prespnfc^ 
respectable persons l*ke LadhcrS'i'^b Bha^'^n, Sphar? Iiall, ^^awai Mal| 
Ram Chwd Sapra. E'azal Dal Ghalam Qidir^ 'O^hhid Saliil 

FaFan^;.j Defi Dilfa Ma! Khrira-iiaj Sardar Khop, Zuhtar Dolic© was 
also with ilia ’t*’ii1>l!i-peffcor of P*‘!*ce. T!*e Fiib* Inspector and S'lnlai 
KhaE asked os whether if; was a a funaral py-ocfssion had beon 

led IVoffi til© rhop cT Gubioil S-.bai LamharJar by ihs Pulioe Station and 
bHfnt i)j ILe riva' aid v ' I told him tivdt ^r^ioh a tliine/ had ricife occnrred 
here., O < ‘Pilu. S -h ] r.s/A i.:n .sP'J. D tin:?- n ],‘j re net pro* 
pared to give Fo h mt Gor*!§p(in0:iilyj I wm 

allowed to ;^o hjiuPt. Oo sbo 22 »d of eanio la kn^ov i! at iastoacl 

of a fa,ti€riit |troce.%iicj>3| ilia cas---' ol buraln^ a do!l was snggi^siol, 
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ntt fiMcment af La la Latlho Sh ih, son of Lala 11cm Ha]. Tdmker, 

£Itahr>ji, Thtwnag'ir, 

... .,...: ' -ft , 

On being caller! by hiU Gopil Dis, Syb-Iit«pejtor of I wwwk" 

lathe Police btaiinii in ibe evening of 8th of Maf^ lOIik Bc»iJ0« lli#>' 
Sttb'liisptcfcor, F‘zalsb',ilj 3-»fJ.ir linarij arui 'otberh Wr^ra preso it tbdrfj 
' tyla'.SoLao L>ih 'Ihinkfy iJitih Ham Chmd^ t^riJ Iibiiijii'il Singh^ and 
oilier rffif><ctnb t* p* ivoi s of ■HiHiiungsr wore aUo pre*eii\ F»iZ;il Did' 
told liS lilsit tile StI) I pt CU r WiiB to liolcl an ^rM^niry COnCrihill^^ Bftt^ 
Sam,! Hamliiar, It dir-rt-lo?©, |fropc-T iliai o^ery ooe of iis sliuiild 
make iJs siateiiifiit* I n^ki.d him as to baf lilrui of bialc.ii.eiit lie wtt 
talking about On tLis^ .-cvr-ial of m w». le b-ken to various places iii 
were told ilicr© tl"i*f. tin-uid i-ivj iLar Ji, fip'Oral | focv-ss on bat! s'arlfd 
ffona the shop Gobirid Sd'Jii Aamhardar, and fhcri k wjis carried, 
toward.*^ the Ckank and ibenc^ the had rciicW lb# 

river. We w^ire fa4ln-r to u^l y that B.ita lUai was presenl afe thefalkt 
Siatior^ and that we had iofonaed hiin» 

I fold bim til t I had rifithar seen th*a myself, oor had I heiril (o|' 
such a iliiagi and heuce, ii iiBp*asIb;«;i for nii lo give baeii cifideii#0i 



am>nagaK 


io the Polioa station, where we were ~Ti I' t T* 
goapoon«ngof those who had agreed to depose aTa’koi 

whtiTi^x 

M..y wodd b, b.„d.as®d. D, itrzrirr 

ifaw lime. ^ prescjQii at , 
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Commu^n Agent and Qer^al Merchant, R 


J,r;',t',;t'- '.■•■ .; __ 

’I pay income-tax Es. 35fs rin ql-l. 

AkdolU Shah Ooosbble, ,„d Ukeo io ‘ T 

li»«d .boa. wh.i had b.pp.o,d io the to™. I J" 

was, that at 7 or 7-30 p m 20 or S'! K ^ -J^c ai* I kuew 

nf p I- -d . ^ Sab-lQ«Mafor 

I t, ■“ “ ^ ™ »« fisi tb r. h 

rbd„tsb”hT ■“‘°?‘7"‘“' "»°-d 

Abodk Shah to osadcoft me and take me m cas^dy Then l ' -? 
that GianiHari Sin ah wi!« with K. r ^ said 

-bi ... bio,." b..,:.^, i, 1. 1;, '"7 

d»..g »x .ho,, riih t„,t ,„;;.d;fc i:!T ‘"41 JT 
Inspector, GepalDass, threatened me anai, s^y „„ t * r ‘ - 

Bam toohadaccompTotd theTe ^77 T- 

Bno.. bn. „ I hnd ...na/^n^nln; “C “tj. ".TLw'^ 

W a witness. ic 
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Tie e, Mnb^ d^mad Dto, .» ./ y^, 

Agneultunet, age 50 gears, Samnagar. 


night on J5th A 

im , ,...b„ ... no. bennd of 


Ramiidgdr-^Nd* 4^ 


to 


• Dnrnt No shops were closed. Thei^. ' was m hand at Kamoagto 
. Shops closed as mml after dusk. A few boys were seem passiog ih© 
street shouting Gandhiki Jai!" The story of the effigy of the Imperor 
having been burnt' at RaiBiiagar was- started after the arrest of Bam* 
nagaf people. Originally, even Faiaal Das Sufaidposh said that it was 
a matter for coogratolatioa that Ramoagar had retained its repatetion^ 
as no mischief of any kind had been conamitted there. There is a strong 
parly feeling here. Malik iSahib Khan, Eevenne Officer, had become a 
member of the Dalla Armings clique. He, therefore, put innocent people 

■ of Samnagar into trouble, Malik ■ Sahib ■ Khan'- threatened me very'' 
mush and said that^ if I appeared as a defence witness of any accased, T ' 
would be shot Syed Hakim Shah, retired Station Master, also, wanted' 
to depose as a defence witness on behalf of the innocent aceused. Malik 
Sahib Khaa abused him in mj presence, and threatened Mm and' toW ' 
him not to depose for any accused, 

■; I pay nearly Es, 200 a year as land-reveimie, I am an owner of 

• knd and ^Fattidar in the city* I was a Lamhardar formerly*, 
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The statemnl of Ti^shi eon 0f Buldki Bam, Qogia Arora, 

Banker, aged 44 years, Roxmagar. ^ 




There was no Tuirtd. on the 15th of April,'J1919, at EamnagiBr^ 
ISTeither an effigy of the Emperor, nor a doll was burnt on the.banfc of the 
rivefe After the arrests had been made, it was alleged that a funeral 

proceasioD had been started from the shop of Gobin d Sahai, Lambardar, 
and an effiigy was burnt on the bank of the river. All men were simply 

wonder-strack on hearing this, as nothing of this kind had actually 
happened there. After this, one day, 1 saw Knljas Eai and Ghnlam 
Qoadir talking of this while going towards the river. After a number of 
days, H, Sahib Khan, Eevenne Officer, oame here. He also want io tb© 

river. 

After his retnrn, a new story was put forward, and in that storjy ‘ 
ftiio fcTsrniog of a cioil was substituted for the funeral proc'^ssiofi, Ob. 

17r,h of A >ri!, the, Sub-Inspector of Polio**, Sar lar Khan, passed 
Ufc-io n.-y shop Uad was heard saying God be praised ihafc nothing had 
happened at Samnagar. ■ ■ • ‘ 
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Tho mtm of Sjad Hakim Shah. Ralired Station Maatev, 
of Rumnaffar^ 





.U« Ui.a 01 April, U 1 Kamaagar. That day. 

neithei; any tBeeting was held nor any procession taken ont; no distur 
banco ioek place. Bnfc Hindus and Mohamadans joined in th^ hartal’ 
ne. compnlsion was resorted to. After that, no other hartal was obi 
served at Bamoagar at all. Several days after, 4 persons were suddenly* 
arrested. Abont a Week later, we beard that those arrested Were going to 
_ m |iroseciited'On a chai’ge of bomiog'ar Effigy of ' UoipeW' Georges Ife 
was alleged, that the funeral' procegsiftn had started from the shob'br 
^la Gobicd Ran’, had been curried in front of the police station,, 
. ^d then taken do the river side, where the efSgy was bnrnt. It was sugl 
. lhat this sort of charge Wdnld bo brought against them. After 
; Ais, I further beard, that to“snpport this got-np story, some statements 
were also recorded in the Police C/uinki, and that the Depnty Superin- 
teodent of Police had come there for investigation. But having found 
no trace of the borning of Krewood at the place, where the effigy was 
alleged to have been burnt, they changed the lirsd story. On the day 
on which the incident is alleged to have taken plree, I was present in 
Ramnsgar, and can say from my personal knowledge that nothing of 
tho sort happened on that day. I happened to go to the river side with 
another person that very evening, but saw no .such burning. At! I saw 
was a few boys shouting ‘Rowktt Bill Hai Uaf On our way back to 
th® , towB^ w© foood tli€S0 boyts refiurrjiD^,^ 

I : On the 22nd of May, 1SH9, 1 was sent for, to appear before Malik 
Khan, Eevenue Assistant, and was asked to give evidence for the 
lAsechtion, as' snggested by him. I boldly refused to teU lies. For 
Hiis, 1 was badly treated and abased. 

Owing to paity disputfs in this town, this story was concocted by 
one party to entangle some men of tho other party. As a matter of 
&ct, nothing had happened. Some people, in oonsultatioa with tho 

pwt up this atoTy. 

I : I have served in the Railway Department for 37 years and retir6#i 
i^t; yw, with a bonus of Es. i,GOO*ftom the Railway Board. ? v; r ; 
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The etatemnt ofAli Akbar Khaa, eon o/Bhmd Khan, Pathan, 

age 30 years, Pattidar of Bamnaga^'. 


There was no hartal at Bamnsgar on the 15th of April. Some boys 
had gone to the river in the evening. My land is situated just on the 
fiver. I saw nobody bornicg an effigy of the Emperor. The boys wenft 
back crying, “ Hai Hai Rowlatt Bil!.'* The news, that some Ramnagar 
people were to be tried for burning an effigy of the Emperor, reached the 
inhabitants, as a surprise. This is an absolutely false charge. No 
such thing happened at Rainnagar at all. There were some personal 
■jnarreb, and these alone were responsible for the Rimnagar case, 
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The statement of LSlS Ladha Mai, age 50 years, Bhdra, banker. i, 

Bamnagar. 


1 was called to the Police ChowU, on the 8th May, IDlil. After 
aoBse tinse, we were taken to the Committee Office. There, Fassal Dad 
told us that we should make one and the same statement. He also said 
that the Tkanechr had told him that an investigation was to take piaoe 
about Boota Ram. I said, “ Every one should state whatever ha knows ; 
you give your statement, and I will give mine. How can there be one 
statement? ” Ram Chand, Gobiad Sahai, Lala Davi Ditta Mai Khnrana, 
Khnshal Singh, Fazal Dad, AbdaUab, Kuljas Rai, Ali Mohammad, 
Mania Baksh, Barkat Ali, Qhulam Qidir and others were there. All of 
them were taken to the Sub-Inspector at the police CkoicM. At first, the 
statements of Abdallah, Faaal Dad, Ali MuhammoJ, Abdulla Shah, 
Ghulam Qidir, and Barkat Ali were recorded to the following effect s 
** A funeral pyre of George V was taken from the shop tf Gobind Sabai 
and carried in front of the Police when Boota Mai, Haveldar, was 

present. We asked him (Boota Mai) what the people were doing, and 
he replied that he was responsible, and that he was submitting his re- 
ports daily to the high authorities. The people went farther and burnt 
the pyre with 7 or Bmaunds at fuel on the river side with all religious 
Ceremonial, and that they returned to the town lu the evening, beating 
their chests throughout their march in the bazar ”. 

I. r. 16 
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I was asked, if I knew these things. I replied I knew nothing about 
■ Ais story. Then Sob*Inspecior Gopal Dass said, that I was not speaking 
ill® truth. I said that the real facts known to me were that they were 
raising cries about the Rowlatt Bill near my stable. Notbiog further 
3sad happened. 


.I'lu stdtBMBnt of SSlii W^lSiifc HusSeiBi son of ■ 8mn^ Saiiwal 
Sher^ age ‘M years, NausTialii Qadri Fagir, 

'Pattidar of Eamnagar* 


Oo the 6th of April, there was hartul • in the village* E<>ljh 
Sindas and Mahomedans juioed in it- But there was no hartal 
tfae 15th» No effigy of the Emperor was burnt. When some Ram- 
■'■magar 'people were arrested, nobody 'k^ anything as fco the olieiic© 
;.fer which they wonld be proseented. Subsequently^ it became known, 
timt they were going to be prosecuted for burning an effigy of the 
Not only I, but. the whole-'ei-ty was surprised to hear this. It 
■■ws ^st^tod that they had been charged with the baroiog of an effigy 
a®d that several of firewood had been used for the purpose.: 

hearing this, I, together with certain other people, went to tlia 
r.:.ri ve,r ;9ide to se© if there were any traces of any burning, but could noti 
■ any trace. Personal quarrels are wholly responsible for this case. . 
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The statement of Glmlani Kasim, Master, Anglo 
Vernacular School^ Bamnagar^ 


^here'were no disturbances or violence of any kind at iiam** 
'imgar in April last The general behaviour of the people was peaceful 
quite satisfactory. Kamnagai kept qxiiei. I never saw or heard 
' effigy of the king Fmperor being burnk'by the people of this 
There was a hartal on the 6th April, but none on the 15th^ , : 
Soys and youngmen were shouting loudly, ^^Eai Exi Rowlatt Bilf® 
m Em Kola Bill*’, under a free, at a distance of ab^iit 100 yards 'or 
m *whkn I was sitting on the roof of my house. , , , ; 
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She staiement o/Lall Aya Earn, son ofQopd Das, 

age 6^ gears ^ ContrSietory Bammgan 


As l had beard that tbe movemeot for promoliog Hkda-Mohamti^** 
un Unity was progressing everywhere, I' suggested, that both Hinisi’ 
aad Mohamedans of Bamnagar shonld also go^to the river and eo2pbasii&& 
the unity. The Hindus went' to the, river side in ': fair nnmbers, bal lb# 
Motiafnedaas did not turn up. ' Lala Danlat Bam read to the p®#ple 
Mr« ClandH^s message delivered at Bombay after his release and BBWg 
Mm/ans. There was no effigy or any thing else burnt# The toy 
cried, llal Ilai Rowlatl BilP\ Bat notbing was' said about 
Emperor* The who!# proseentioo story was got up. 
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The statement of^ Nawab Diu, son of Fazal Din. 


Sheikh^ Hide Merchant, Bamnagar, 


I was in Bamnagar doling^ ^ wholeuf'the month of 
There was in B;imnagar on the 15th of April A few l>i>y» 

passed throogh the saying, Hai Hai Rowiatt Bill*' I saw Ibis 
miieh only. I did not even hear that an effigy of tbe Kiog*Bmperar bftti 
been burnt, ^ Iheard after the -arrest of Batfinagar people that ••sneh » 
story had been concocted. 

; The 'Bamnagar case, was started owing to'^ enmity and persoMi' 
quarrels. 
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fA# sfalemeMf o/D3TiDitta, son of Bkagwan Singh, Khuwi,, 
shop keeper, tax-payer, age 00 years, Hamndgar. 


Da the 8lh of May, 1919, 1 was called by the Sab Inspector aaS 
others to the P olice Station. There were present respectable mess of 
Ramnagar, snch as Ladho Mai, Bhabra, Ramchaud, Sawan Mai. Khnsbal 
Singh, Sohan Lai, Eamohand, Fazildad, Qhmlam Qidir Kbqja sat* 


othersa Abdulla Sariara^ LmtAafdur-mA BuidM^K^ police 

were also tliere® The e?idenco of Fagjaldad Qbiilam Qadiri Kiiljas Bai and 
’•others was taken, ia:mj preseoeag k. which it was slated* that a kneral 
processioE passed, from ■ Gobmd'SahailiatiiSa^^ the Police 

SiatioQ to the rifer, an effigy was borai ' It was staled that 

iseferal mawwrfo of foel were burai' 1 was asked by the Sab-lospcctor 
to gif e the same efideeoe tmder threat of beiog bandcolfed. ■ I ioH ■ 
that I was col present on that day, and theraforoi I could not give 
•€?!deDee« Others also said that I was absent on the lok. After this* I 
oama back. On the moroiog of the 17th of May^ Malik Sahib Khan, 
Bevenne officer^ came to Kammagar and many men accompanied him to . 
■the river, where he went to see the spot* He then ordered' : 

CJhandj a witness, to show the place to the Deputy Commissioner. He 
ncolded other people and asked them to go home* Up to that time 
people thought that the police story was, that an effigy had been buraf® 
fie came bick to the city and saw* the site of the shop of Gobind 
Sahai Lambardat* The Deputy- Ooramlssioter came in the ev@oiog« 
.and all people went out with bin to the river. There Kapur Chand, 
■the witness, gafe evidenca that a doll had been barot Then, people 
-^ame to know that instead of a funeral procession and buroiog an 
effigy, the story of the barniog of a doll had been substituted* Naither’ 
mn effigy nor a doll was, as a matter of fact, burnt here. 
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itatemefU of Hir^ Singh, soft of Jawahar^ Shapheeper^ 
age 73 pears, Eamnagar, 


During the last summer, I often used to go out for a walk to 
the river side, in the ©vemngr'-^^d-als-O' say my prayers there. I 
went on the IS^h of AfTil, 1910,. as\nsuil. There I saw some boys 
near the bank, of the, river, saying prayers. , After washing mf handa 
and feel, 1 began to mj my pr.iyers* , Shority after, the boys stood 
'and walked. :io front' of me. 1 followed them closely, on the way'^ 
. they shoiitcd Mahatma GandJiiki Jai, ’ ^ * Rowlait Bill Bai SaiJ 
'The boys did not burn any effigy of the Emperor, nor was any funeral 
-procession token pui I did: not' £ 63 any, gigu of any such occureace 
4here. 


: / Esm Bag 441 &' 442, 

After some ’daySg I was oalled, to ’ the Police Station aad 4 mtii 
- w, Zaildar Sardar ■ Khaoi MaHk Sbahj . Ghnlarn • Qadiri members tf 
-the Oommitfcee,'.:;a took me to the raoefW 

■which is near , the: police station ■ aad pressed me hard to depose to ilift 
offecti ■ ihat'here in Kamnagar^ .an effigy of the'Eiog Emperor was biirat* 
I replied that ■ 1 did not . sea any snch thing, and that therefore I woiH 
: /not give false evidence* , , 
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Me sMemeni ofSmder Singh, eonofjAgat Sing'h. aga S4 $mr$f ■■ 
skop^kieper and eommission agent^ Eamnagar. 

I was arrested about the Sth of M'ly, in connecnoti with the effigf 
'Oase* Sardar Rhaog Zaildar (Police), and Gbulam Q'ldir^ Zi'darj, foM 
me that if I woold give evidence aga’nst the others who had also 
fceen arrestedi 1 woold ber^eleased* I consented and I was laleased^ 
When I was told the nature of the evidence 1 was expected to giv% 
1 deelinedo There was no effigy inaie or bnrat on the ISth of Apr!' 
last, I am ■ sore that the whole prosecution against the 23 accused ' 
was got up. 

J oiten read to the public the Sikh somptures* 

44-2 

The statement of Karam Singh, non o/Mihan 8mgh^ 

Khairi^ Tumtum driver f jRamnagur* 

I was a.^kad'by AbJalla Araio, Lamhardat^ to depose against Jai 
■Sya! and Haas Saj to tha effect that an effigy of the Kiog-Eiiiperor 
wifi'bnrot here, and they were among the persons who did il« I wts 
also told that, if I dil oot depose as directed, 1 would be haoclcoffeil# 

I said iliroiigli fear, Very well, I shall do as you When 1 

was taken before the Deputy Commissioner, I flatly refused and 
that I did not know anything.' 1 was, not called again. Abdalla, 
.Lamhardaft wanted me to give false evidence, but I did not agroe. 


Eamnagar— No. 448. 
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The statemnt of Bhagwan Dass, Approver in Bamnapar 

Case. 

Bamnagar, King's efflgy burning. 

Bhagwan Bass, son of Lda Maya Das, Arora, Bamnagar. 


Thera waa a hartal at Bamnagar oa the 6th of April, 1919, aa a 
protest against the Eowlatt Act. * 

I too closed my shop voluntarily, without any parsuation. 

^ On the 3rd Baisakh, corresponding to the 15th of April, 1919 I 
with other boys and young men, went to the river. Here Danlat rIih 
prayed for Hrs Majesty's long life, an'd that His Majesty should 
remove the lowlatt Act from the statule books. “Afterwards all of us 
to bhe city. ■ ' 

No effigy was made or burnt at the river bank, and boys, while 
returning, were saying < ffai Ha.:RowIatt Danlat Ram, Him Singh 

I ffctuyiied to the city by the other 

Oq the 24 th of April, 1919, at noon, Abdolla Shah, ooiistabla- 
■and Said Alam, 'kammgo, fold the people that the Eevenne officer woald 
visit the city, md all inhabitants shonid wait' for him near the hospital 

I was amongst them. At about 5 p. m., Revenue Officer Milik Sahib 
Khan aoeompaaied by the Snb-Inspector of Police, Sirdar Hhan Zuldar 
Police, Ghulam Qadir, Zaildar Kot Bbaga, and Ghulan Qidir’s son 
■came there. They had two or three rifles with them, 

Oa arrival, the Revenue Officer said that he had not come there to 
^est any body, and he called out four persons vijt. Bal Mokaad, Qobind 
»*hai DamSardar, Dankt Ram, aUd Karam Ohand, and s^i that they 
^m tkB.Rau,sot the town, and he wanted to oonsnlt them on certain 

Hhportant m$,ttera He asked them' to accompany him to Akakarh iu 
a tum-tum. At this time, he abused Bal Mokaad and totd himlihat it 
was Martial Law, and that ke would deal with him severely, as he had 
authority even to shoot. Bal Mokand asked him what his fault waa 
But the Revenue Officer again abused him and ordered four of them to- 
proceed as directed. He also commandeered the gnus of Bal Mokand 
and his relatives, and gave them to Abdulla, Fazal Dad, and Ghulam- 
Qadar’s son, vjho formed his escort. 
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0» ihe Sthi of Msji 1919, lospeotor of Poiiae Qhiilam Qadir, ZaiWar 
Eot Bhaga, and Sardar Khan Zaildar came to Ramnagar,' and Hint for 
■■Godind Sahai Narang, Khnshal'Gingh, Ladhe Shah, and Earn Chanct 
;Sapra, at the police station and asked them to give evidence that the 
King's Effigy was burnt. On . their refusal, they were disgraced. 

On the morning of the 9th of May, 1919, AM Mahomed, prose^aMon 
witness, called at my shop, and asked me to accompany him to the 
police station, where the SubJnspector wanted me. Jnst on ray arrival, 

I found 15 or 16 men arrested. The Sub Inspector took me aside, and 
■told me that a case for the burning of the King's effigy was got up, 
■■and I was to give evidence. I replied that it was impossible for 'me lo 
do so« Thereupon, he said that it was the Revenue Oificer's order, and 
that if I would not agree, I would be seat to prison. After this, Syad 
Barkat Shah and Kapur Ohand were sent for, and taking them, asicle» 
he whispered into their ears. All the arrested, persons at this time, 
except myself, were taken to Akaigarb, and were kept in the lock-up. 
Tier© they again asked me to give evidence as desired; otherwise, I ako 
’was to be sent to the lock up. I refused, and therefore was hand-cuffed 
The whole night. They gave me nothing tio eat or drink Hext' 
morning, I was again threatened and abased; and if I had not' made 
■ my statement that dayj ^ I ■ have been sent to Tock-upv : ' On ■ 

■account of; Iheir threats, and suffering from - hunger and., thirst, 1 gaye 
.ID and said that I was prepared to do whatever they liked. In ^additioa 
to it, I paid a sum of Rs. 200 to Sardar KhaoZaildar Folic© and Qhukm 
. Qadar Zaildar Kot Bbaga, for the Revenue Offic ‘r. The Sub4aspe0tor 
, took my statement as he desired. Then I was permitted to return 
Bamnagar,. and the police of the town was ordered to. keep an 
■eye over me. 

Some one reported to the Sub Inspector that I had told others of 
the treatment which had been meted out to me for my .refusal to give* 
false evidence, and that I had also said that I was not going to appear as 
a prosecation witness,"; Then the Sub-Inspector sent for in© at Akalgarfa 
.on 12-549 and insulted me* Ghulam Qadir and Sardar Khan were 
present at that time. 

On the 17th of May, 1919, the Deputy Commissioner aobompanied by 
A European Police Officer, the Revenue Officer, and the Sab4nspeeforof 
Police visited the town, and then went away to Akafgarh after sp endlog 
some time. The Revenue Officer ordered n:©, Kapur Otand and Syed 
Barkat Shah, to accompany him. The Eei?©nue Offlceri^M. Saheb Kliati 
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fcigae to teko the statements of ns three*' i began tooarratfe the trnfr 
feoteubcit he threatened and abased' me^ mi said that I shoo M say 
whste¥er I had stated before the'Snb-lnspeatef* 1 replisd thatfl did not 
Mike any. slatement before the Snb^Inspectors hot he wrote whatever 
;l 3 ft liked* ' Then the Eevo'Diie Officer also wrote nij statement as ha 
and .1 was, 'forced to affix my thumb mark and was ordered not 
; lo go out of the police station* 

; 1: ' was" kept .' under sarveillaBCe in Akalgarh Police Station 
from the 17th to the 21st of May, 1919, and the police gave me* 
tfouble* ' .'Ihey did not' gi?e me food and drink on many occasions* On 
the 21st of May, 1919 after 10 a* in., I was sent back to Eamnagar 
ander police super vision. 

On 22Qd of May, 1919 at. 6 a# m.., the Malik Sabah Khan gent for**'; 
me, aod took me to the Deputy Oommiasiouer at 9 or 10 a. m», when 
the case was to commence* Here the Kevenue Oftker himself read 
uver the statement to the Deputy Commissioner, and said that it was 
wrrect* 1, on account of fear, could not speak at that time. The Deputy 
Commissioner did not encjuire of me, and wrote mj statement according 
to the version of Malik Saheb Khan. He, th'^ D. 0* put down whatever 
ha dictated him, and asked me to say ‘jes^ves-’ After this case, £ 
was kept under police surveillance. 

neither an effigy was made, nor any burnt, and this false case was 
■got up OB account of Lala Bal Mok-inds old enmity wiih soma p^^rsons’ 
who excited Malik S.hib_Kbaa. Whatever I have slated here is true and 
represents the fact*s, and I am giving this state ment without any 
persnatioo. 

4:4:^ 

' ThefoU&m ’were examined by mie of the GommUsi&mrs^ 

penonally, and the result of their statements is briefly 

stated helow^ 

1. Allah Ditta, son of Fatteh Din, age 25/^ Weaver. 

No effigy, Jealousy the cause* 

2* Savan Mall^ son of Canda Mai, Khatri, age 46, moneydoncief.^ 

'No\.©ffl,gy'ja.' ■ . , ■ , . . ■ , 

Ji Mauloa, son of Amir Bux, age^SO, Oultivator, 

' ' No effigy#. ' 

'v;::,,.v4 j AllaDilta, son ofS'habdi Khan, age 21, EaUm^ 

' ':^o effigy, hartal^.. 

5. Jiwa (Sheikb), son^of Karam lilahi, aga 35, Leather and wool- 

' : ■ merehank ' ' 

No effigy* . Sh'a'rarat' was the causOi 




6. Desrbux, son of Mohd, Bnsc,40 years, Oaltivator; 

No 

7. Goolam Mobomed. son of Jati Bax, 32 years, Cultivator. 

No ("fiasiy. No hartal. 

8. Allah Bux, son of Ahmad Bax, 35 vears, Ivory carver. 

No tffi-y. Never saw any etligy taken from Gobind Sahai's 
shop near mine; I saw the police going to his shop 
constantly, 

9. Perau Ditta, son of Vazir Box, 35 years, Ooitivator. 

No efiigy. 

10. Nawabshab.sonof Syed Hakamshah. 30 years, landlord and 

cultivator. 

No effigy No hartal. 

11. Nix.oia.lia, son of Galam Hatseo, 22 years, cnltivator 

No effigy Prosecution the result of disnuion, 

43 shop-keep r etc , 

No t-ffii^y No hartah 

13. MauU Bax, son of Hoiam D n Jat, 20 years, ciltivator 
No effigy,. ■ 

34. Fmyder Khan son of Mohomad Khan, Pathan, 22 years Patti 
dar and confectioner. ' ““ 

No effigy. 

l.\ Ladha Mul, son of Atma Earn, Khatri, 70 years hi. 
merchant. ^ 

No effigy, , / 

16. Ifeamdas, son of Validad. age 42, Cultivator and Pattidar. 

No effigy. The people had gone to the river, bat no 
burnmg. ^ 

17, Alla Ditta, son of Gahna, 35 years, Weaver 

No effigy, 

39. Peeran Da ta, son of Amam Bax, 25 years. Weaver 
9n J evening. 

No effigy. 

21. -^llal^itta, son of Kanzau, age 26, Cultivator. 

No effigy. 

22. Mi, AUad,,. ,,, tad 1„^ 40 

No effigy. , ■', , ,, 

23. Khnda Bnx, son of Kfrthttd^i# »».»> r\^ 

No effigy. ' «nd Smm-. 



fliusftlittf mmm. 

24. Divi Dae, non of Jatntafc Rai, a«« ^ y«art, ©oraruiatat P«n- 
■ioner Rs. 40, ex Rsvenn* Acconntaat. 

No efiBfjy. 

26, Bhola. son of Radar Dad Tell, 40 years cnltivator. 

No pffigy. 

26. Hassan Mobmed, son of Dasandhi, Jat, 32 years, cultivator. 

No effigy, 

27. Imam Din, son of Karam D'n, Arain, 45 years, cultivator. 

No effigy. 

28 Abdulla, son of Karam Illabi, Arain, 25 years, cultivator. 

No effigy. , 

29. Mobamed Din, sou of Rolu Bavindb, Weaver, 24 years. 

_ ' No effigy. I had been on the'i*iVer. ; ' 

30*' Hoosen Bux, son of Hoosen Rux, tailor, aga^ 

'} ^ ,, , No ei gy. ifSbops are olwsed, before dar 
■31. Hlr4S^ngb, son of 'Jottar 
• m No’l^Agy. ' at the nvet:4^, . 7; ■ ' 

32. Wobamad Hoosen, son of Mohomad Bux, 18 years, shop-keeper 

a member of Maaicipal Committee. 

No effigy. 

33. Nihal Ghand, son of Dayal Singh, 36 years, shop-keeper. 

No effigy. 

34. Lala Ayi Ram, sou of Lda Gopal Das, 68 years, Thikhedar, 

No effigy. Was at the river side. 

35. Ganda Mai, son of Muashi Das Jaini, 60 years, shopkeeper. 

No effigy. 

36. Baddhu, son of Vazira, Maslim, 30 years, labonrer. 

No effigy. Was at the river. 

37. Dayal Chand, son of Jhanda Mai, 26 years, shop-keeper. , . 

„ No effigy. Was at the river, . - , ■ - 

38; tala Mehar Ohand, son of Lala Jangra Mai, age 36^shop keeper, 

;>,1 [M 6 ^; v : ^ 

Divaa Cha^nQ) Ohaadi 30, money ‘lender. 

40, Sohan Lai, son of Lala Amir dhand#^j^35 years, shop keeper. 

No effgy. ' 

11, Meher Ghand, son of Lala Ram Chand, 26 years, Commission 
agent and and lord. 

No t'ffigf 

42, Garanditta, son of Lala.Ganpat Mail, 34 years^ Shrcff, 

No effigy. , , 

43. Gian Chand, son of Jai Dial, land QWmr . , \ 

Nouffigj. _ , 



The Chuharkana Railway station is situated in the fields of our vil- 
lage. On the day when the station was burnt, we went to help in 
saving the station, leaving our cultivation work. This happened on 
the 3rd Baisakh. IVhen we reached the station, it was already in ashes. 
We wnt back home as there was no occasion for our help. 

In the night, two sepoys and two Chaukidars came to our village 
and asked for help to prevent people from going towards the Mandi 
side and from doing mischief. We called out the village people and 
asked them to accompany us. We took 40 men and w'ent to the Tha- 
nedar at the police station in the Mandi. I said to the Thanedar, “I am 
a Government Military Pensioner. If you will take down the names 
of us all present, we will remain and guard the place; otherwise, we 
will go back to our houses.” The Thanedar said that Kamins and Za- 
mindars should stand separate. He kept my son, Maha Singh, and 13 
or 14 other Kamins, and sent the others away. We returned. I ad- 
vised my son that if there be any firing, he should return home as the 
Thanedar had not taken down the names of those that were iwesent, 
and we suspected he would afterwards say that all those men were pre- 
sent at the time of looting. The Thanedar posted my son and two 
i isvveepers to guard Petman’s factory. They remained there for the night. 
I am the owner of the land on which the factory is situated. The same 
night, my son and about 18 factory labourers wfere arrested. The 
judge let off all those, except my son. The sam,e night, some people 
were arrested from outside the village. Jaimal Singh, Ghur Singh, Bha- 
rat Singh, Anokh Singh, Ujjan Singh, Kala Singh, and Warsa Singh 
all these were arrested that very night, and were released after one month. 
The Military people damaged our fields and took away four goats from 
me. Mahna Singh w'as sentenced to transportation for life on the 23rd 
May 1919, which was later on reduced to ten years. The Thanedar did 
not allow us to milk our cow for oureelves. He did a deal of damaee to 
our fields and cut down our shady trees. 

Wa were compelled to forcibly Kailh^en f- 
flioney to obtain 3 or 4 swfSBa^ vylioso 


1 mpilf ojiieotod 

. f |Tan4* 
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sons and one nephew m sojiirities-. Tho Tahsildar had ask'ed for mj 
son also, bnt I refused, ft is for thli^ireason that \m wore snbjecfad fo 
so much tyranny. 


7//f sialemeut of Harnam Singh, Banker of Mandi, Chuharkana. 


On ihe i5th of April, the Railway line was breached near the 
canal which is not far away from the Railway station. About 40 or 50 
men from outside villages and a few people from the Mandi only 

bed 


the real culprits. On the same day ^t 1-30 p.m. the train reached 
the station late at 3 p.m. and was looted- The engine machinery “ was 
. Ikkaged'lndlhe' station was set oh/!Sr?k,; and Goveriimkht '^‘(if'bperty was 

peol^te -w^o had"^ the line in 

feh^, morning. T'or thfe two incidents, about 200 men were imprisoned 
liahddetlt people were challaned, while the real culprits es 
^ I am a sahukar (banker) of Bandhoke and pay Rs. 52 as income- 


About a year back, we started a shop for agency business in 
Mapdi, Chuharkana. We pay an additional sum of Rs. 20-13-0 as in- 
come-tax for this shop. We pay Rs. 400 as Revenue tax to Government. 
We bought Rs, 800 worth of War Bonds at the end of the year 1917. 
Khusai Singh, my full brother, was a member of the War League. 
All our concerns are joint. We pay Rs. 60 as house tax to a Committee 
in the Mandi. We pay another Rs. 20 as rent of the land. Khusai 
' ^h was challaned in connection with the aforesaid two incidents and 
brought before the Court of Mr. Bosworth Smith. He is quite innocent. 

. Some witnesses gave evidence against him out of enmity, and for their 
own safety. They were kept in the lock-up. To save their own lives, 
they named tRose j against whom they had enmity, and who were in 
reality quite innocent. They , gave fal$e evidence. No , investigation 
was made. At the time of identification, nobody identified Khusai 
Singh. Later on, at the instigation of the police he was named. Even 
to the last minute, neither the police nor the court took any statement 
from him. Mr. Martin was sent for from Lahore to conduct the case 
on payment of Rs. 1,000, but nobody allowed him to plead. Nobody 
heard the defence-witnesses who were present; nor were they sent for. 
Khusai Singh’s case was disposed of 'vidthin 5 minutes. On the day of 
the" occuirenoB, Khusai Singh was working at his shop* ; : 
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Be never went towards the Railway 'station in th*e evening* MoRd 
Manir, the second guard who was with the looted train, had come to 
the Mandi with a box of Railway papers. Khusal Singh’s shop was 
open. He gave him shelter and kept all his papers in the shop and 
gave him every satisfaction regarding their safety. A C. L D. Sub* 
Inspector of Police took the statement of Mohd Manir, second guard, 
who proved Khusal Singh’s innocence. But this statement was never 
attached to the file of the case. It was said that I had presented memo- 
rials to Government. Khusal Singh was released from Jail after three 
and a half months, but Rs. 500 which we paid as a fine were not re- 
turned. As he is quite innocent the fine ought to have been paid back. 

During the days of the Martial Law, the police and soldiers, both 
British and Indian, tyrannised over the people in dilferent ways. For 
instance, they took away articles from their shops by force, such as 
cloth, sugar, milk, sweets, charpais, hurricane lamps, etc. Nobody was 
paid anything in return. About Rs. 2,000 or 2,500 were collected by 
the Municipal Commissioners from the Mandi by llireateiiiog the people 
for defraying the ration expenses of the military. The Municipal Com- 
missioners gave no account of this sum to any one. 

Mr. Bosworth Smith had kept a bungalow at Cfauharkana as his 
headquarters and had many times sent for respectable people from the 
Mandi and had abused and insulted them. 

Ten charpais, 2 hurricane lamps, and about 5 or 7 gunny bags bad 
been taken from my shop, which have not been returned to me, nor is 
their price paid. 

In all summary trials, Mr. Bosworth, Smith or any Inspector of 
Police present used to address the accused thus, “Do you beg for pvir- 
don.3” To this, the accused invariably replied, ;‘Sir, we are ""innocent, 
we should be pardoned”. But this was recorded on the file as if the 
accused made confessions of their guilt. No defence witness was heard, 
nor was any time given to prepare the cases. On the first day, about a 
100 people were convicted and within 2 or 3 hours, their Vudgment 
and orders were also written. 
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fim $i<!defmnt oj Maya Singk, Smdm S^km Singhs cmp^mkr^ 
resideni of Clmhatkam^ Tehsil, Khangah Dogram 


On ilie lllh of the last week, my son Ujagar Singh went to fetch 
medicine for iiis eyes from Barkat Singh Khalri of M. Bandhukeum, 
and \Nas arrested among others, already arrested there. Ujagar Singh 
objected on the ground that he had gone there to fetch medicine; there- 
upon, Langra Sahib ordered him to be fastened to a tree and to be 
given 26 stripes. He was taken along with the other arrested persons 
to Chuharkana Mandi, and was confined in a cell. He was confined in 
the cell for 10 days. And when the accused were. ' identified in the 
Canal Rest House, none identified him and he wa accordlni^iy let oil. 

' *' U, '.3 V' 7 /‘ V / “v’. 

I too was arrested tn those days, and was Confined in the* cell in the 
Mandi for six days and then let oft on day of identification. 

In the month of Jaith when the people resumed their work, I and 
my son Tara Singh were gathering a wheat crop. It was morning time 
when both the Lambardars, Bhagat Singh and Bhag came to see us in 
the field. They arrested Tara Singh and placed him before the Sub-In- 
\ spector of Police in the Mandi. He was confined in a ceil in the Mandi 
for ten days. He was afterwards identified along with others in the 
Canal Rest House. He was recognised by Sardar Kartar Singh, a Lam- 
' . bardar and member of the Municipal Committee and one Havaldar. 
He was then taken back to the Mandi lock-up, and kept there for 
four days. He was taken to the Canal Best House and presented before 
the ‘Tliotta Sahib’’ and was recognised by Kartar Singh. No evidence 
was taken and he was sentenced to punishment. Our village was 
searched. ' ; ' . ' “ 


Tke statement of SucHa Singh, son of Uttam Singh, age 26 years, 
Jat Work, resident of Mama Chuharkana, Tehsil, Khangah 
Dogran, District, Gujranwala. 


There was no necessity for introducing Martial Law in our village, 
because no damage was dona there and in the surrounding villages, 
during the days of the Martial Law, the Military gave a Jot of troub}§ 


to th^ villagers. They used to take awiy w^Mng they mm. Th# polot 
got one bedding from me by frightening me^ and it has not been re- 
turned as yet. They used to frighten people by saying, that if people 
did not give them what they wanted, they' would arrest them. One 
Saddar Din, son of Lakhoo Teli, resident of Dilya, was forced by British 
soldiers to give his goat, and my hens were also forcibly taken away. 
I paid Rs. 5 for defraying expenses for Military rations. Tlie wives of 
Hazara Singh and others were forced to pay Hs. 5 each as Military food 
expenses. Rs. 10 each were got out of them forcibly for 0 ’Dwyer’s 
Memorial. I also had to pay Rs. 5 .for CVDwyer’s. Memorial. ■ ■ v 

During the days of recruitment, S. Amar Singh, Deputy (E.A.C.), 
Sheiidipura, used to come every isecond or third day lo om’ village 
and get us assembled at the Police Olionki. We were made to sit 
there for the whole day and were abused. He wanted grown up 
youths for enlistment. We asked him, who vvouki culiivale our* Oelds. 
To this he replied, 'Mt* you do not want (o enlist yoursfdivcs, bring others 
and get them enlisted; otherwise, you would be ecverely dealt with 
and your lands will be confiscated”. Accordingly two recruits were 
given in the nam,e of our Patti. We had to pay lis. 4-)0 for purchasing 
those two recruits. The name of one recruit was Punnu, son of Ladhoo 
Teli, resident of Dehah, and the name of the oilier was Gaman, son of 
Alla Din, Kumbhar, resident of Dinha. , > - 

' 



The statement of Todar Mai, s$n of Lala Hira Nand, Khairi, Kiln 
contractor.^ Mandi {grain marketf Chuhar'kana 


|i|:|:||y:V;, 

Hill 


I have been in Chuharkana for the Jast six or seven years. On the 
nth of April 1919, there was a public meeting in the Mosque at 8 p.m. 
where both Hindus and Mohamedans attended. Nearly three hundred 
men assembled there. At this meeting, Moula Bakhsh, Municipal 
Commissioner, Teja Singh of Chuharkana, Bhagwan Singh 'and myself 
delivered lectures. ' The speakers only prayed to the Almighty that 
Rowlatt A.ct might be repealed, and that His Gracious Majesty be 
moved to do so out of pity (for Indians), On the 12th of April, all the 
shops in the Mandi were closed.. There was i Vimilar meeting at 5 p.m. 
Not a word against Gayernment the 16lh, some 
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people, while going towards the Railway line, were stopped by myself 
and three Municipal Commissioners, Kartar Singh, Jiwan Singh and 
Maula Bakhsh. All the three gentlemen left for Sheikhupura, and I 
came to the Railway station with the police and made a report so 
that these people might be prevented from damaging the Railway 
line. They were about 20 in number. Some of them were shopkeepers 
of Chuharkana and Zamindars of neighbouring places. They got im- 
plements from Railway coolies and damaged one piece, 24 feet long. 
On my report, both the head constables and two other constables were 
sent, and the people were dispersed. Then again at about 1 p.m., a 
snecial troops train came and the soldiers were posted at 
undCT oraers of the Officer uommahding. At about 3 p.m., greater da- 
! mage was donej and the station too was burnt^ The spedal train, after 
"“f ' P'tt- ' ofhferf “feurrence 


1 a.tn. TkiB passengers , who came from Lahore in the 
;were made to get down at Chuharkana, as the train could 
sed further. Many of these passengers were moving about in 




about 1 a.m., and all 


the sMion yaM^ Axi armoured train came at 
t sudden it fired three or four times near the Railway station. One 
Mochi (shoemaker, Syed by name), a resident of Koji village, was kill- 
wounded. The train was there till 9 a.m. The 
next day when it left for Sangla side I. got into it with 3^wa Budh 
Singh, Executive Engineer, Iqbal Singh, Pleader, Ly allpur, and a few 
others after getting permission from the Officer Commanding, This 
’ train arrived near the Chuharkana village and found the line damaged. 

repair the line. In the meantime, at about 
3 p.m., another armoured train came, when fire was opened on the 
Chuharkana village from machine guns. Four or five British soldiers, 
with rifles in hand, left for the village. Some people were killed and 
wousSed.^ of these, I remember the. names of the following: — 
Moulu, a sweeper (killed),, and Bhai. Asa Singh, Mahant of Sacha Soud, 
Hira Bairagi, and a few cattle (wounded). 


Then I left for my village in the Sialkot District. My 
came off on 23rd April, and was over on the 27th. 


marriage 


On 28th April, I was arrested at Dovoki, district Sialkot, and 
brought to Chuharkana and thence sent to I^ahore Jail. On 23rd May 
1919, 1 was acquitted hy tire Martial Law Commission (No. 3). 
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When the identification parade wa^ going on, Mr, Boswortli Smith 
said, “I want only big men. They are *^Gandi MatM''. I don t want 
common people”- On the 2hd May, 1919, before Mian Khan Douran 
Khan, Honorary Magistrate, Sardar Kartar Singh Lamhardar pointed 
me out as one of the guilty ones. 1 immediately challenged him and 
asked him. why he liad singled me out. He said that he- could not 
give the reason as the C. 1. D. had prohibited hiui. I would have 
to do what they required. 

451 

TJie stateinent of Kanshl Ram, son of Pandit Ralla Ram^ Brxskman, resident 
Chuharkana Mandi^ District Gujranwala, 

I am the elder brother of Gian Chand and we are also partners in 
business. We t>ay Rs. 329-11-0 to Government as income-tax. There 
was a Hartal on the i2th of April, sit Chuharkana. The 13th being 
tlie Baisakhi day, shops were opened and they were optmed on the 14th 
as well. In these days Gian Chand, my brother, attended our cloth shop 
in the bazar and did all the business. On the 15th we learnt that the Rail- 
way line bad been tampered with. As our factory is situated at the 
Grand Trunk Road, near the Railway line, our partner Bairkat Ram, 
along with some other persons, set out to stop the persons who were 
tampering with the Railway line. We were particularly anxious for the 
safety of the Railway as we considered that a Baiiway is most helpful 
in our wox'k and in case oi damage to the Railway wc would have tosiififer 
a great deal. Some ten or twelve days after the 15th Aprii, Kartar 
Singh lamhardar called away my brother who was then al the shop, and 
told him that he was wanted by the Inspector of Polii e at the Police 
station. We accompanied him there and he was arrested there. I 
learnt of Ms arrest after some time. I went to the Police station and 
inquired as to the reason of his arrest but I got no reply. Ganesh 
Das Compounder, who is a prosecution witness against Gian Chand, was 
arj*ested earlier than Gian Chand, the j eason being that it was believed 
that he (Ganesh Das) was a party to all the disturbances. He was in 
police custody for 4 or 5 days. ■ He has always been a wdlRwisher of 
Govenimenl. Gian Chand and myself have been living here for ten 
years. The Naib Tehsildar MaMk Fatdh Khan used to press us to enlist, 
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bolt we used to say that ^ we wer^ only shopkeepers. How* could wb 
enlist P At last howevei all the Mandi wallas, being coerced by the 
Tehsdldar, got 10 or 12 recruits for cash payment. We. also paidRs. 50 
as our share in getting these people recruited. 

The police coerced us IV^r the War Loan. We fherefnre bought 
Postal Cash Ccrtiilcatcs valued at Rs. 50, After that wc were again com- 
pelled to contribute to the War Loan, The Sub-Divisiunal Officer tedd 
the people that those who would not subscriba io the War Loan, 
should leave the Mandi and settle elsewhere. For fear of this wc gave 
as much as they demanded. 

We paid Rs. 60Q to the War Loan and purcKa^ the Bonds which 

under ©0mpuWon,;^'(th^y0;.5&wyer’^ 
Is _ ’^a#.^'&ided over to liwan > '^Slhgh^|^|:|^^icipal 
I of ' ''when Mar- 

tial Law was proclaimed and; the soldleM were stationed the Alandiwaias 
etpeinses, towards vv^hich we had to contribute 

K O ^ our share.,, This Avas paid through Jiwan Singh, Muni- 
epmmi^ioner. An indemnity of Rs. 6,000 was imposed upon the 
tow^ds which we paid Rs. 114 as our share. The Municipal 
lissioners who stated that Gian Ghand was one of the rioters 
were themselves not present at the spot. They had gone to Sheikhupura 
at about 8 a.m,, to see the Sub-Dhdsionai Officer and had passed along our 


Haveli Rant, 


son of (sanfialRdii Arora^ resident of Mandi 
ma^ Disitict Gvframvcda. 


I am a nephew of Mathra Singh, son of 
Mandi Chuharkana. Mathra Singh has bee 
imprisonment and Rs. 200 as fine. 

On the day of the occurrence, Mathra Sii 
\^Tien, he came back to Chiihark.mA 



distance of six or sevam miles Jrom-'Ctebt liana, oiii^of fright.';-'''' *% he 
loo left lor the place. Kight or ten <foys .after, this* v^handie wa$ wmiilg 
from Phularwan, be was arrested by Baisakha Singh Zaildar of Kalnki 
with the object of getting a reward. No evidence was taken. 

In the days of recruiting Sardar Kartar Singh, LuniLierdar, Mula 
Bakb-sh, a member on the CoraTmittee and Malik Fateh Khan Tehsildar 
came to ns every week in the Mandi, and uanted ns (o get onrsalves 
eiilisled. Wo replied, that wo ware shopkeepers and so t*ould not 
join tf»e arroy. 

Wn wcffi otdMfi,|, lo sil. IVorn morninii; (ill ovniiiiifr al, t.lm place where 
Iho TeLsildur asked us to wait. The Tchsildur I lien abused us and 
ordered us eitliei to get ourselves enlisted oi- lo engage some other persons 
and get liiein enlisted. We eight sliopkeoper.s joined logelher and 
engaged a man for Ks. 200 and got him enlisled. 1 had lo pay Us. 22 
a? my share. The Tehsildar was troubling mo even after that, and 
continued to do so until the recruiting work ivas .stopped. 

Two day before Baisakhi, a hartal was obsei-ved in (Ihuharkana 
Mandi. We had observed this hartal because we thought the Rowlatt 
Act to be a very harsh measure and we wanted to send a petition, after 
consu tation, to Government to cancel it. Accordingly, we all gatbered 

" and resolved that a petition be sent to Goveram^nl 

above Raw should be cancelled. 

The da, vvhM 11 , a mUpn ™s sel m li„, „» aame lo know that a 
tonWr -.J 111. lino had 


It our shops and sat in our houses ovsing lo fear. 

lit 12 m the night, a train with Military .soldiers arrived. They 
le guns. They opened fire at about 12 noon. 

iraid we left for the‘other side of the ,illage where imehine 

not bombing. Many were killed. u ivsi v 

!ul, I'o "“‘.■"““"'"■o- , eun'iaa p* 

■p»r 

J™i'» tto o( jii,,, Wndtas 
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I fiad paid R». r> into llie War Loan; 
sionei's had compelled me to 

One day Ladha Singh, 
that all should present thei 
bungalow and that the absei 

We iFeached the hungalo' 
without any food or drink 
at 12 noon, and had 
were , pointed out by porter? 
airrested and sent to the Polic 
or drink, and if an 
he was beaten and abused 
: They were taken to La 
and their sentences wem n 


Municipal Cornmis- 
yer’s Memoriai Fund 

illj the Mandiwalas 
' next morning at the canal 
I have their properties forfeited. 

morning and had to sit there 
We were all required tu sland in the sun 
to do so for full two hours. All those that 
s at the instance of the Lumbardar were 
-e station. They were given nothing to eat 
oy o y wished to give them anythinar to eat nr rirjr,^ 


rupees. 


The statement of Haveli Ram, son of Lakhpat, Arora, Shop-keepi 
age ^0 years, resident of Manii Chuharkana, Distria Gujranwala. 


i aqir Ohand pnsonei is my uncle. One day Faqir Chand was selling 
something at his house to one Hukam Chand, a resident of Shekhu- 
pura. At about 2 o’clock a train came into the city. It was on every- 
body’s Ups that the station was on fire. I went home and told Faqir 
Chand that he should stop selling goods. We closed the door and re- 
mained. inside. At about 12 o’clock in the night, a train came from 
Lahore and there were two or thre^. fires from Machine guns We leP 
our house out of fear and Faqir Chand left for his native village, Botala.' 

About 10 or 12 days after the occurrence, S. Kartar Singh along v ith a 
xiawaldar came to me and . 


m 
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The Tehsildar, S. Karla, r Singh, and ‘Mania Bax,^ Blunidpal Comiaii- 
sioner, had asked me to get Facfir Chand enlisted in the a toy, hii.l' I had 

told them that Faqir Chand was only 18 years old, and as we were shop- 
keepers we could not send him to the Army. They began to harass us 

on this account, till at last I and eleven others secured one man. for 
Rs. 300 and got him enlisted in the army. ^ I paid rny share Rs. 25 and 
I had twice to contribute the sum of Rs. 10, once lor a War Loan and 
second time for Sir Michael O’Dwyer Mernorial. 

My shop and house were locked up for ten or fifteen days and my 
family was put to a lot of trouble. We took meals from others. Many 
of the Mandi shops were searched. The British soldiers promenaded the 
Mandi and tyrannized over the people. They used to enter the shops and 
lake away anything , they pleased. They threatened the people. They 
forcibly took a tin of ghee from Jawahar, confectioner. 

1 had to pay Rs. 25 as Martial Law indemaity. Tlie paid 

nothing to me as the price of things they bought from me. Wiien Faqir 
Chand and others were in the iock-up, he police did no! give them any- 
thing to eat, and wiien we brought anything for them, wo were abused. 
We were only allowed to give something to Faqir Chand and others after 
we had paid something to the police. 
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The statement of Sardar Shan Singh, san of Sardar Lai Singh of 
Chuharkana^ Cidtivator, age yean, TehsilKhangah Dogran, 
LHstnct Gujranwala. 


On liie night of the 16th of April, while I was coming from my 
fields, I heard that the Railway line had been damaged. It might be 
the mid-night time when I suddenly awoke and saw that there was a 
great light in the village and it looked like the rnoon-liglil;. After that, 
I heard the sound of bullets shot without any interval. On hearing 
the sound of bullets, the viliagers were terrified, and taking 
children walkeS hither and thither and concealed themselves in their 
fields or at some places secured from the range of the bullets. ' That 
day in the evening, I again came to the village. But at that time a Ma- 
chine gim was at work, and a sweeper was killed and many othm 
Wfm wounded. The Sub-Inspect<^ ofPolice ^AJi Mohammad) wma pt- 
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I'iitling throHigli Lhe village in . company with somo constal^lesi and some 
British and Indian troops. The, British soldiers were even firing all this 
time. On this, I again went back to my fields. I heard that the Sub- 
Inspector had raided our village and arrested some people and raided 
another village similarly. At last, through the Lambardar, 1 was also 
made a victim and was consequently arrested. I nas confined in the 
Sarai with other arrested people after being handruffed heliinrl my 
back. I had to stay there Cor ahont fifteen or sKlcen days. 1 roul<! not 
e.ven take my meals; nor could 1 bind my turban on account of Uie 
haiidcntfs being jnit on my hands from Ixdiind, I was kept handcuffed 
the nigiil. Oihor people who were co,nfii»d with un; 
then used to put food into my mouth; others would bind for me my 
turban on my head. My elder brother, Kalian Singh, was also con- 
fined with me there. He had ojle Arab horse which Ali^. Mohd., Sub- 
Inspector of Police, asked him "(my brother) to give to him, and he (the 
Sub-Inspector)* would let him My brother replied that he was 
quite innocent and would not give his horse for notliing. The Sub- 
Inspector of Police, was very angry at this refusal of my brother and 
he added that he would charge him with many offences. The first 
thing that he did was to put surreptitiously some articles of a railway 
Babu in the house of my brother, and, then after an investigation, got 
those articles produced from his house; and as 1 was his brother, I was 
also subjected to several hardships. The Sub-Inspector of Police asked 
me to pay Rs. .500/- if I wanted to save my skin. I refused to jiay, and 
on that, I was also challaned together with my brother. But after- 
wards, my wife borrowed the amount of Rs. 500/- from some one and 
paid the same to the Sub-Inspector through Sundar Singh, Zamindar 
Sbejkhupura Chak Manara. Upon that, the Sub-Inspector of Police 
promised to release me. After sixteen days. I was brought lb the 
Bfetal Jail at Lahore in company, with other arrested people. I, to- 
gether, with %ojm ten other persons, was placed before the cwrt 
The Sub-Inspector stopped ‘the men who wei^ made to depose against 
me from giving their evidence. But he put only one ordinarv witness 
mstead. This resulted in my release on account of the ineffectiveness 
of the evidence. Apart from this, my pecuniary losses' amounted to 
about tw© thousand rupees on account of the damage done to my crops 
At the same time I had to pay th© land revenue to Government; and 
ffpf , amount I h,^d tp bmrovy some .va/iakars (money 





The statement oj Piar Sltig’h, son of Punjab Singh, Jai Virk, age 44 ycats, 

of Chuharkana, 


There is a Police post nearly l/8th of a mile Irom the village, 
where there were a number of policemen. My well is beyond that. 
My cattle were Ihere, and cows and buffaloes were milked by the po* 
licemen and other soldiers forcibly in the days of Martial Law, and we 
were deprived of milk and CHhach (butter-milk) for a very long time. 
We were not able to stop them from doing this, and we were thus 
put to a great loss and inconvenience. I was forced to pay one rupee 
for myself and one rupee for my brother, Kala Singh. I do not know 
what it was for. It is said that it was a Martial Law fine. 


The statement £?/ Jiwaya, son of Allah Din, irons mith, age 60 years ^ 
Chuharkana, District Gujranwala. 


The state iuent at Sadar Din, sou of Misri, Weaver 
of Chuharkana, 


Laiubardar lyirpal Singh sent for mo at i 
to supply a goat to feed a young deer which 
got. Then he sent Allali Ditta Chaukidar outs 
goats were grazing, and he brought a goat wo) 
from them. One day I went into the camp^ y\ 
would get my goat back, and also As. 6 p«r da^ 
I have neithir got the goat back.' 
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lo the XebusiMar about but to uo ettect. I received oace a reply that 
I should inform, him as to who took the goat, I made enquiries and 
came to know that it was 18th Cavalry at Sialkot and the oflicer s name 
was Caller, This information was supplied to the Tehsildar in Sawan, 
but I have heard nothing upto this tiuie. 

A cM worth Rs. 10/- was taken away by the Chaukidar, Allah Dittaj 
with whom there were two poiicerrieo, a< it was wanled by the Sub- 
Inspector of Police. This has not returned up to now, nor has 
any payment been made. 


The statement of Ganpat Mai, son of Jessa Maf age 60, 

a potter, resident of Chuhmhoma, Tehsil Kham 

’ ‘1? ' ' ' '' 'V ' ^ 

fj] . Dogfa% 


I am father-indaw of Wazir Singh, aged about 20 years and who 
was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment. On the 15th April 1919, 

: it became known in the village that the Railway line had been damaged 
and the station had also been set on fire. That very day in the night, 
at about 11 o’clock, the Military rearhiid the station. They had ma- 
chine guns with them. Between 11 and 12 in the night, the machine 
guns were fired. We could easily hear the thunder of the shots in the 
village. A big blaze was Aisible. I^eopie feared that the whole village 
was going to be burnt; so they left tbe-r houses and ran away. On the 
16th April 1919 at 12 in the noon,. Ihe same train in which the ma- 
; chine guns were fixed was brought xie.a*, towards the Chuharkana vil- 
lage. British soldiers and other sepoys alighted from the train and 
entered the village. Out of fear, ail those who had hid themselves in 
their houses rashied out. The British .soldiers began firing with tbf 
machine gunsi • The shots hit three men, Manah sweeper, Bhai Asa 
Singh, and one singer, Sant and they were wounded. Manah, swee- 
per, after lying for a few days in hospital died and the other two are 
still under treatment. Firing from tlie machine guns lasted for a long 
while, and people went on running hither and thither. The British 
soldiers arrested two men, Waryam Singh son of Sher Singh Jat, and 
Charagha son of Nizam Din Dhobi, and after putting them in the 
train took them to Chuharkana Mandi. On the 17th April, the same 
course was followed. The British soldiers came with machine guns. 
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They alighted from a train and fired on ,the people who were running : 
hither and thither. Many Britieh soldiers made the people run before 
them towards Padianwala Monza. Accordingly, a Brahman, named Su- 
rain Singh, son of Jiwan Singh was arrested. I heard from Surain 
Singh that one sweeper was killed and the soldiers who M'oro following 
the people in the fields had arrested four men. And then the soldiers 
entered the A'illage and arrested four more men- Whoever tried to escape 
were seized by them. Many people shut themselves inside and closed 
the doors. The British soldiers terrified the people by piercing thSe 
doors with their bayonets. They rushed inlo their houses and threw all 
their luggage outside. Household furniture was thrown out. The vil- 
lage women were abused. They were told that if they did not produce 
their men, they would be beaten. The Military paraded our fields and 
wheat crops were totally mined. 

On the 18th or on the 19th April, tlie Langra Sahib, Mr Bos 
worth Smith along with military and other officers, sepoys and the po- 
lice, passed through the village and ordered the peo|)Ic to gather to- 
gether in Darbar next day, otherwise, their houses would he burnt 
and property confiscated. 

Accordingly all people out of fear, assembled in the Darbar. The 
Langra Sahib ordered the Patwari to bring the census report. I4tla 
Sri Ram, the Deputy of Shaikhupura, read out the names from tlm 
report, of those who were not present. The women were sent Jpr 
through the police; The Sahib ordered them to produce their husbands; ’ 
otherwise their houses would be burnt and lands confiscated. After 
giving this order, the women were asked to go; and llic hiolhcrs and 
I'iilliers of (lie absentees who were present there were .aiTested .and taken 
away. It w.as also ordered that all that were present shmild remaiji 
in the village, and no one should go outside into tlie field.s to reap wheat 
crops. He ordered the Patwari to go round in the fields, so titat 
people should neither reap their crops, nor give jiiiylhiug to their 
animals to eat or take care of them. Accordingly, the cattle wandered 
uncared for, and the crops were ruined. Some of the crop was da- 
maged by the Military. We got only one fourth of the output of the 
crop. On the 28tb April, the Thanedar came to our village. He was 
followed by the police and the Patwari. He ordered all men to gather 
together near a well towards the east, and called a roll. He arrested 
thirteen men and ordered that all men should assemble in the Canal 



Itothi al- tiboiii 4 p.iii. Accordingly, all men usseinljlcd fchere, llial. day/ 
peopte from Chuharkrma Maudi, Motiza Nanukhar md Bltaiid-Warli 
bad also cx)ino there* All people along with those that wcvcs arrested 
were placed in a line and were identified* ^ At the time of identification, 
thte Thanedar, the ChO'ta Sahib (Mr* Penny), Langra Sahih, Lumbar, 
dar and the police accompanied the identifier and whosoever were 
pointed onl by him ivare arrested by the police and were lakeii to itio 
^ ' , station with their arms tied. Then wc all came back« 

On the Mih and loth Way, the arrested liien w&m brought in 
' ' /ibatoheB'hf 10' or 12, and sentenced to tvyo yean' imprisonment each, and 

,ftned,Ra- 200^^ evidence was taken; only,, they wore .asked.m-^^beg pardoni' 
and the people replied, ''Sir, We are innocent; if we have done any« 
.thing we should be pardoned/* If any body wanted to say anything, 
/he was told "get ofl, don’t talk; you are like a fly, and a fly is quite an 

On one "occasion, oneJhsiil^ 

|i||,^h4;tho Langra Sahib dealt' y^^ithThrea'dr Tour batches* 

' from our village. No Bail way line 

Soldiers gave us mucli trouble owing to 
*ife'^MartM-La ,, They took away any-thing they saw for their ration. 

^ggg^ goats, and milk, ail these were forcibly snatched from tha 
. ^ The policemen came to I he people and asked for beddings. 

^ They had to give them, because (hey were viuy much afraid. Up 
till now they have not been returned. Tlie police look buffalo milk forcibly 
from me, and nothing was left for my children. I gave one bedding 
which has not been relumed to mo as yet. If we requested them to 
leave a small quantity for our children they would abuse us. During 
the Martiats'Law^'viaySjT'had'to pay "Rs.. 25.. from. the Mandi'''Sido^:as#fci“^^^^^ 
from the village side for defraying the expenses of IVUlitary rations. 

Two years back, my son Nalha Singh had gone to the Railway station 
to take delivery of cloth goods there. Syed Mohd. tife Thanedar of 

. Sheikhupura detained him and asked him to get himself enlisted in Ihe 

I ' '' ' i‘ * i v/ ' i 'i ^ U -f t- ' ► 

army. When I heard of it, I went id the station and asked the 

I'lianedar as to why he had detained my soU. He replied that he wanted 
to enlist his name in the Army. I told him, 'Tie is my only son and 
still a boy; how can I gel him enlistedP And, moreover, we shopkeepers 
are hardly fit for military service.'* The Thanedar said that he would 
enlist him by force; or J should substitute another man. The Thanedar 
released him on a bail of Rs. 1,000, and warned me that if I did not 


... .....,..' . ...Clittjbarfcatta-^4..^^^^...^^^ ....... .ssl^ .^: 

bring a recruit, T would have ■ lo '1,000 accordingly, after get- 

ting time fj'om the Thanedar I went in'search of lorn© recruit fer 
many days I had to wander. In Haflzabad, I got one recruit, whose name 
I do not know, from Mangal Sain by paying Rs. 200. 1 spent Ha. 80 in 
finding the recruit. The officers troubled the village people very much {6f 
recruitment. 

I have got a shop of Arat {commission agency) ib the Chuharkana 
Mandi, It was ordered that the Chuharkana Mandi (grain market) should 
supply recruits. 1. had also to pay my share in securing" recraits. It is 
entered in a Vhai Khata (ledger,) 

I had to pay Rs. 100 towards a War Loan and contributed Rs. 10 to 
toe War League. I also paid a Martitl Law Indemnity. IpaidRs. 110 
from my Chuharkana Mandi shop and Rs. 20 from the village side. 
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The statement oi Wasawa Singh, -^on of Surjan SingJi, Jat Virk^ 
cultivator^ age 6o years^ resident oj 7jillage Chuliarkmia ^ 

TaJisil Khangah Dognm, 


Piara Singh Jat, son of Jagat Singh {Jat Siiidtiu Saki), resident of 
village Khot (near Kamoti) is my nephew. He lived with me ' and has 
been sentenced to two years’ imprisonment and a fine of Es. 200 by the 
Langra Sahib. 

son of Fateh Singh, Jat, resident of village Chuhar- 
hana is also my nephew. He has been sentenced Lo two years’ Impri- 
sonment and a line of Rs. 300.. He has two infant sons. 

On the day of the occurrence, we were in our fields reap- 
ing a harvest. On the day of the visit of the Sahib, we 
were informed by the village watchman on our returning home from 
the fields that nobody was allowed to move out of his house. We 
were also told to present ourselves at the Bungalow of the Canal Officer ; 
ip the moriiiog, otherwise, in the event of non-attendance, our fields 
might be confiscated. In accordance with this order, 1, Piyara Singh, 
and Sundar Singh, duly presented ourselves in company with our fellow 
villagers at the 'house of the said Officer. We were first idenlifieci and 
then arrested .and removed from the .village. . After soma days, w© were 
sentenced by the Langra Sahib without, ha^fing any wilnesses. 
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Two recruits were le'vied as our share, whom we accordingly sup- 
plied, Also my brother and myself had each to pay Ks. 10 as ouj* share. 
Snndar Singh aiul 1 also had each to subscribe Rs. 5 (o the War Loarr 
Mozhar also had to subscribe to the late Lieut. Governor's Memorial 
Fund, As long as the troops remained in our village, 1 had to give the 
milk oi both of my sho-fauffaloes to soldiers. 


The statement of Manga! Singh, ^on oj Bat Stngh^ Jat Virk^ age 70 years, 
. , resident of Mnridki, near Chuharkana^ 


My, two sons, Jahangir Singh ahd'Siicha Singh -werft ‘aiWted and 
Convicted; one for transportation for life (now "reduced to 5 years) and 
jfecond ^ for one ,.,.yea.r (now. ,!r)idn#4’' to 6 . .months). 

^ Sucha Singh was cutting wheat on the 15th April, when Wadhawa 
Singh and Jala were with, him. Both were arrested after two or three 
days and sentenced. My third son, Sewa Singh, and myself were put 
' in the lock-up from about 20th April to 18th May and no statement was 
taken. 

No charge was framed against us. During this period, 4 Killas of 
gram and wheat were takcji away by the j)D]ice and army, and 4 she- 
imt'faloes wcia milked "by them during this long timo, and no price 
was paid. Ks, (>0 were taken from us by Zaildar Naipai Singh of Jha- 
bar hu‘ army subscription of which nothing was told to us. The receipt 
was filed in the Tribunal Court. This was taken forcibly. 

.lahangir Singh gave 4 recruitS'--one a deserter and 3 new ones. He 
had bought them for Rs, 200 each. The names of the recruits are:-— 
Narain Singh, a deserter, Sorain Singh, Brahman, Dyal Singh, Barber, 
one from Gujaranwala (ihanie not known to me). These recruits were 
forcibly taken from us. ’ My bmtW, Singh" was put in the lock- 

up at Sheikhupura for not giving recruits. It was under the orders of 
the Tehsildar and the S. D. 0. on the complaint of Lambardar Sher 
Singh. 

Rs, 1,500 have been levied on our village. I paid Rs. 230 as my 
share and that of my brother. 
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Ten hens were taken by the army and ■ milk was taken by force 
from the village. Houses were broken in., 'The village was aiiiiosl de- 
serted by the people, especially the Wvjmea, oii account of fear and 
much hardship was iiiilicted dn us all. 


The statement of Sharma, son of Kardm Singh, Jat Virk.agc ycars^ 
of Naiikkar {Chuhaykana), 

My crop of 11 /alias of wheat w/is being cut when 1 was arrested 
and I was asked to bring my sons. 1 w.as detained for four days. 

Then my two sons, Jaggo and .Shangr,-, Singh, were presented by ine, 

a, ad 1 was released. ' " ■ ^ 

My. .-.rop of wheat was ruined, as 1 nas not allowed lo cut it, and 
my sons worie arrested. 

I was naade to pay for buying recruits, once Hs. 5 and again Hs 15 
It was all done forcibly. I paid this money to save my sons 1 had 
given three recruits including my nephew. 


statement uj Visakha Singh, son of Boor Btngk, Arora, resident 
, ,, , of Mandl Chuharkana^ 

On the evening of the 11th of April, Ladha Singh Chaukidar called 
on me and took me to a mosque. He also asked other shopLnars t 

fldV ^-TT' a Committee had cLusted tc 

Undha Singh the work of asking shopkeepers to attend a mocll 
When I reached the mosque, some people were present thoro . i , 
others were coming. About four hnndrAri i some 

Mania Baksh, a member spoke He said th ^ meeting. 

people. The measure was fitriageot All the ne 1 

•heir shops .ad observe . last so L r '>■>“ 

that the people disappmved o, ,1 nay com. ip W 

F wpie oisqpproved of the enactment. Kartar «iir.rrK „ „ i. 

supported the speech. One or two 

tag. Accortingl, the oL d ^ "■» “«•- 

Mtngly, Ihe nea d.y, ^ 
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closed, and a few others that were opened, were closed soon after- 
watda. The same attemoon, a meeting was held which was addressed 
by some members of the Committee. On the 13th, I went lo the Suchn 
Sanda village for Baisdkhi. My brother Hariiam also accompanied me. 

1 left my brother there and returned to the Mandi in the evening. Ihe 

the 13th and 14th, and business was tran- 
Lyallpur to attend my case. 

case, I returned to the Lyallpur Rail- 
train was to leave the station. The 
on the 16th. On the i6th of April, I 
a train and reached Sangla. I walked.to the CUuharkaiu 
When I reached the Garhoahamwalla village, (this place is silMto 


Mandi shops opened on 
aacted. At 4 o’clock on the 14th, 1 left for 

On the 16th, having attended iny 
way station, and slept there as no 
shops in Lyallpur were closed 
left Lyallpur by 
Mandi 

between Bahli and Dhaba Singhwalla), the people told me that English 
, soli^ were shooting from a rmaih^ Irato the ijeople/whom they 
chanced to sm. As asked bj; the vills^fe#,^ 1; ky, dovyn in I, ffiid of wheat, 
and when the train was gone,.! resumed my journey. When the train 
passed by the village, soldiers fired some shots. When 1 reached Garh- 
waharwalla, there 'was no man or woman present there. All had de- 
serted the place. Only one shop-keeper who was very old was there. 
From this place, 1 went to Deorbi village, and slept at night at my 
nncle Mangal Singh’s place, as I was terror struck owing to these 
affairs. I was hungry for two days. I reached Gliuharkana Mandi in 
the afternoon. On my way to Chuharkana. I saw soldiers firing shots 
in the villages, Padianwalfa and Eandhuke. They are a mile or two 
from Chuharkana. I hid myself near a canal. The soldiers having 
gone, I went to Chuharkana Mandi. The Mandi was perfectly quiet. 
The people had run away from the place for fear of the English .sol- 
diers. The same evening, it was proclaimed that nobody should be out 
of his home after sunset. The soldiers kept watch at night. The next 
day I opened my shop.-^ Some otlier , . shops too were opened. Police- 

men and soldiers:' . ' fotelHy ...from, , tli,e, „ Ao|m„ .any ihm,g 

Ihey liked. They SeTePpaM''fdr‘ijt* -On being asked to pay* they 
used force and abusire language. On this the shopkeepers closed their 
sho])s. On the 19th of April too, no shops were opened for fear of 
being looted by the police and the military. After this, the shops were 
forcibly opened. Again, the soldiers and the police took forcibly things 
from the shops and did hot pay for them. For inslance, an the 18th of 
April, the soldiers took from me four tins of Lipton’s tea. and did not 
pay for them, and the policemen took four bottles of.vin^ar, ' : They 
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abused me instead of giving their pric6. fhe /same day, the soldier* 
snatched also one seer or one , seer and a half of ^Imonds, When the 
shops v«ere opened by force the second time, the same soldiers, who had 
once before come to my shop, took froih me four or five tins of Lipton’s 
tea. The same day, Diwan Singh took fur the use of soldiers some 
soap and tea from my shop. Nothing was paid tor these things. After 
this, I did not open my shop again. I used to shut the door of my 
shop and sit inside. I reopened my shop after 15 or 16 days and re- 
sumed my business, f lost Rs. 16 on account of my things, and by 
kee/jing my shop closed I incurred a loss of about two hundred and 
fill} rupees. Lhuhai’kana Mandi was ordered to siipplv twenty recruits, 
fht recruits were lo be bought over. All the shop-keepers were forced 
to .'.lUbjcribe money for it. ] contributed Rs. 25. \ doputy came from 
Ciujianwala. lie got five rupees from me and gave a receipt for it. 
The committee people took from me Rs. 7-12-0 and 1 got a postal cash 
certificate. Similarly, we were threatened with lock-up, false prose- 
cutions and forcible recruiting and were thus made to harirl over 
money. In order to recruit men, several people used to be proceeded 
against trader section 107. It was usual in the davs of IVhiriiMi f «ixr 
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nairi under arresL However, Deva Singh was .released len clays • after 
the arrest o|* llarr}jm\ Singh. In all, he\a Singh remained nruier ar- 
rcsl for 15 days, 


The siakrnent c?/ Tara Siiigh, son of Mwdui Singh Jat, resident of 
Ckuhorkana^ Tehsil Khangah Dogran^ District Gnjram&da. 





Our village was fired on with a machine^ gim Iba day aftor the 

railway station wte. It was 8 o’clock in tha morning and many 
had gone out into the. fields owing to fear. One was killed and two 

; wounded. Out of these one is under treatment. The machine gun 

'r was bIacM for tw<> rontinuouslv Ijetore our vilkffe. Indian and 


for two days continuously l>efore our village. Indian and 


'^ 1 ' as.4he poli^ ro.amed in .the., .village at .will 

Tlti soldiers entered houses forci- 


5 bly. My bouse was searched, but nothing objectionable was found. 

' The house of my cousin Teha Singh, son of Partap Singh, who 
■ , was ordered to be hanged was searched twice after breaking open the 

, ‘ locks, and consequently many of his goods were lost. Out of fear, w^e 

'T did not report this matter. My age at present is SO, but I have never 

in my life felt such distress and fear during I he British Administra- 

tion. Men were terrified by the firing and the armies and were trying 
iliolr besi lo lake care of their children. 


The Tciisildar used lo come to our village for recruitment during 
; ' the war. He used to have the village surrounded before sun rise and 
’ get every one caught who came out, with the exception of Lambardars 

. ' and 2aiidars. Often, he would take them by surprise in the fields and 
ask them lo enlist themselves on the threat of being shown up in a, 
false case and put in jail. Being thus compelled, people had lo give 


iba 


their assent; and he sent them on to the Recruiting Officer who accept- 
ed some and rejected the others. Those who objected were abused and 


punished. He stayed in the village for about 2 or 3 days each time that 
he came Ihcu'e, and did not allow people to do their own business. 
He called them out in the morning and allowed them to go home in 
the evening. People were so much afraid in these days that after 
taking their food they went out and concealed themselves outside. In a 
similar way, the Assistant Commissioner came many times to our village 
and harassed the people. The Lambardar forced people for recroit- 
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ment. One day, a lainbardar took away 'two of my tenants, , liamed 
Manha son of Ruldn, and Hira, son of Nathu from iny field. But being 
afraid, they ran away and jumped into a canal.. One of them reached 
the other side, while the other was about to be drowned. The Lambar- 
dar succeeded in getting hO'ld of them. People were also forced to 
contribute towards the War Loan. One who could afford to pay only 
one rupee was made to pay Rs. 6. 


J7ie statement of Shaman, son of Raushan, weaver, 
a^e 60 years, cf Chitharkana. 


My crop uas near the Canal bungalow, Uireo Killaa— about dj Gho- 
maun-on li.e other side of the canal. That was forcibly taken by 
tire sepoys who w.u-e titorc. for the use of (heir horse's, and lluw also 
maltreated me many times. 1 was thus imt to a loss. Being a very 
poor man, I have suffered very much. They took u.y <-arts ami Ireal me 
now and then. Tlie i)o]ir.emen went away with' the carls. When asked 
imt to do it, they Ihroateiied mo, For fear of Martial Law and inius- 
lice, I could not do anything to protect my crops. 
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The statement of Musammat Rajan, the widow of Mahna, sweeper, vMare 
Chuharkana, Tehsil, Khangah Dogran, Distria Gujranwala. 

On the first day, the Mandi (Grain Market) of Chuharkana was 
machme-gunned; and on thh second day, the u.achine guns we,; 
•brecled owards the village Chuharkaua. At that time my husband 
wa.s gnnchng wheat. He went out to ease hhnself- uJUle “ S 
. » . .Iml. „l I » 1,.^, 

si.v days in the village and then he was brought to the r.J ■ . ti 
pxtal by his Inofhers. where he expired un the 8th day. ^^^ 080^1 
Authorities refused to give his dead body to us. In those TT 
tish soldiers armed with rifles frequented Chuharkana They uL^f 

upon the. roofs. They put the people, tixrabte Just V 

house, there are about two killas of q^ltivated land wh««. 
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was HTowiL Tht> soldtej^' totally tiiat. Tbew wer« aisu 

inf‘loris iii iim Mds, aiKl the ^Idiers look as uiafiy of \htm as they 
could carry, and destroyed the rest* They forcibly look away hens 'tnd 
milk from us* They created a lot of disturbance in the village. 


The statement Bhai Asa Singh Graniki, age 65 years, of Chuhatkana 


On the 4th of Baisakh 76, I came out of nocf Gurdwara to go to the 
Hospital at the Canal Bungalow. I had hardly gone one hundred 
karams, when a shower of bullets came towai^ds me . from the soutliern 
side— “the Railway line — whex'a a machine gun was put up. Two bul- 
lets hit me on the left elbow |oint, where the bone was broken and the 
shots were left inside; another passed through the right' joint up to 
the palm near the base of the thumb; another struck the shin of the 
right leg: 16 shots passed through the chaddar. 1 was Jiot able tu 
walk, and the le‘t hand was disabled, J had to go to hospital in car- 
riage every day at As. 8 hire. I bled profusely Sohin, son of Chet 
Ram, and Burna, son of Cbamba, picked me up and brought me to a 
Dharamsala. 1 was quite unconscious and did not know when I was 
removed from there. 

1 went to fabore in Bhadon 76, and as the elbow joint was not 
yet healed. 1 remained in the hospital (Mayo) for 

months, from where I came back to-day. The elbow wound is still 
■ unhealed. 

Note;— Mr. Gandhi who examined this witness saw his left elbow, 


of L adha Mai. son of Dm Diad, pjkman, age 55 years, 
^ ^ ChuMfhtmi 


During these troublous days when the Martial Law was 
two Lambardars. Bhagat Singh and Bhag Singh Havaldar. 
policemen came lo my house on or about the 20th April 
pjief wf to produce my sous l^ifpre tbe court and took m 
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the Mandi lock-up. I was there for two dajrs, when my son Sunder 
Dass was taken there by my wife. Sunder Dass was put in the lock- 
up and I was released. The other son, Bantu, had not yet come. He 
came up later on and presented himself. 

Both are convicted. I am blind. The police tortured me. 

My crop of 2 killas of grani, of barley and 7 killas of wheat was 
ready. Out of this, gram was taken away by the j^iolice for horses. 

Rs. 20 were paid as a Martial Law fine. One Charpai was given to 
a chaukidar, and one Charpai and two khes were also taken away and 
never returned. 


The slaiciiteni uj Dula Singh, oj Hal Sini>h, Ja(. virh ul Ikikalikct, 
Teksil Kliangali Do^FiiHi Districl (.hijm nuhtla . 

On the 15th April 1919, I went to the Railway station, .Bahalika, 
to see my sister-in-law’s son, named Kala Singh, son of Warianf Singh, 
aged 9 years, arrive by the train which comes from l^yalipore and 
reaches Bablika at 4 p.ni. On enquiry, I came to know that nothing 
was known about the train as the telegraphic* connection was not in 
order. I sent word to my place that I was going on foot to Jhameka 
. to fetdh the boy. I reached Chuharkana at sunset with the boy. At 
; that time the Railway station of Chuharkana had been burnt to ashes. 
Nobody was seen there. On reaching the Mandi, we found the shops 
closed and the people quiet. I got bread from a Mehra’s shop for the 
boy and left. I reached Jhameke at the time of the evening meals and 
was next morning returning home by the pucca Jamaili Road. There, 
a British soldier and a Police Inspector were patrolling the jungle 
Kaloki Chauki. They called me out, ''Slkharldhar"\ When I went 
to them, they asked me to identify a corpse, whether it was of a Hindu 
or a Mohamedan. I replied that the corpse was that of a Mohame- 
dan. Then the Inspector asked me to what place the man had be- 
longed. I replied, 'T am of Bahalika, how can I possibly know himr* 
The Assistant Commissioner of Sheikhnpnra also ^ reaeb^ there. Ha 
ordered me to be arrested, and tied^ hand ;an# : f foot. Perba|^, they 


‘ * 
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might also have said, "‘He burnt 
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pf BafMtlika''. 
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’ coMmgly^^ tli 0 y; tied my liaad and foot, with a vMdar I had witlv hh!, 
and placed me in a carriage in which a machine guti was tixed up. At 
about noon, suiue Briligh and some Indian soldiers enteivd flir (.hn 
harkana village. They fired with the machine gun nl I hr mm nim 
wwe leaving the village, out of terror, I saw Hirer prismis faliing d.iwn 
wounded with the machine gun lire. Mania Hakhsh and Karlai Singii, 
members of the Comniittee were also in Hie rarriagr'. OHin nirn. 
after arrest, were also .sealed in the same rarriagr. I'Im' Thanedar of 
Sheikhupura asked Mania Bakhsli and Kariar Singh lu idenliiv Ihr 
persons who had a hand in Hie burning of Ihe station. They replied 
that they could identify Mohan Singh, smi of Dhian Singh Ul, of Vil- 
lage Maulha and Sohan Singh, son of Kasar Singh, carpenler. “Noinr 

. . of the rest”, they said, “had a share in the, buraing o£ the Railway ,da- 
lion”. The Assistant Tiommissioirer ordered that all should be laken 
1*; ' to Lahore, Accordingly, we all were .brought to Lahore by the same 
- placed in the Railway station look-up which was guarded 

, by British soldiers. We were given nothing to oat or drink and avc 
wliole lime in great distress on account of hunger. When 

'We requested them to give us a little water, Hiey replied that we 

Were asking for water, while we were to he shot down early next 

f ' : ' morning hy machine guns at Lahore. The next morning at our press- 

• ing entreaties, xve were given bread and water. At 4 p.m., vve were 

taken out of the lock-up, and brought to the riovernuKUil 'Ldegraph 
Office al Lahore where, the Deputy tlouiiinissiuner was .silling. The 
pcdice told us Hial il any one wished to become an approver, he should 
, make a statement- before Hie Deputy Oorumissiouer. f then replied 


'6och“9 . 

The Assistant CoBimissioner,'' :fhe Tateildar and the liaja of Stiai- 
khupura carried, un the work of identification. Ttie p^nsons v\'bo wi^re 
asked to ideniif) plruu^d their hands <>n 18 persons ont < 1 }* I he. fofl.> per-^ 

sons beiori.^?injL;’ to Bandhoke, wtio had been mixed up with the stis- 

peels, only lor l,h(‘. purpose, ot! ideutilical ions. The Df^-piitv tiommks- 
sioiMU’ lei, oft llje.se ei^diUaui jjerscvns. \V e< wer(‘, kept in I he sperial 

train for aboui ' one and a Iialf week, and iben were i)rr)U^.dit lo I, a* 
bore l)Y rail, wlnu’i' we wen'. ke[)t in, th<', loekoip for niiN* or len days, 
lijen we. weie ai^ain laken ba(‘k lo (ihiiharkana. Next morrifUi/, vve. 
^^eI•(‘ prt'.S('n{r,(j Iji'forc' (h(v Assislanl tloimuissiouer. As Ihe Ihi’ee fjolic'e- 
niefj who had ideiilified nw) \sv,tv posfed at Lyallpur on that da>, Unyy 
W('n' jiol fjrodnced as witnesses ajL^ainst ijk'. A swi'eper at the railway 
.^ale; who was p'rn<ju(;{‘d as a ]>i'osecntion witness said that h (5 had 
iifiliicr scun me l,anjp.>,ring wiUi trie Raiiw;i\ liii.., i.oc lmri.in,!.r: ll,e 
wuy Station, but urided tlial I AVas only guiug uii|, ||„, | 

replied tluit be was wrong lo name me. Tlir ,S;iliib asked me In ask lor 

pardon. I said that j was iimociiiit and .asked why simnid I .i,..k lor pur- 
tlon. 1 said 1 (»u.ld'produr.e witnesses ill my delVnee. \eourdiiigly, 1 
piwluced Ibree, wilne.s.ses, bul was oouvieled and lined l!s. :Uii) logeil'ier 
with sk months’ imprisonment. J paid (be line, but umlerwent im- 
prisonment for four months, after wlnieh period I was ladea.si.d. 

Only seventeen recruits were given in all by onr village, and for 
winch vve paid money to the extent of about Ks. 3,0{)0, The Teiisildar 
kept us sitting Ihe whole day without otxi or drink. He nsd lo say 
would not let us go hack lo pur house.s, unless and until we 
either got ourselves oi- others enlisted in the army. He also niade us lie 
clown and had us beaten wilh shoes by cliaprasi.s. H,. ilms disgraced 
n'sjjpc.lable geiil.lemen. He used lo. abase all. He used also lo make 
U.S Joilou him in bis lours, and we w'ere pul to much incomcniem e and 
umiccessari troubl... Wc ha.i io gi^c up our work ami wamlcr boni 
'Illage lo village.. Hmi„^r |,„e„ H.u.s harassial. we appoinled .Sucha 
.^ingh, son of Kur .Singl, and Bahadur .fongh, son of kaaral Singh to 
fold out recruits for us, Tlie Tebsildar coutinued harassing us in this 
luanner as long as the recruiting was not slopped by Government!' 

■A hxed amouni of money was lo be raised compulsorilv from our 
Milage a, s a contribution to the O'Dwyer Memorial Fund. ')! was ma^e ' 
lo pay Rs. 6 for that. So far, no Martial LaW inSl'emnity was fixed ’ to tic ' 
paid hy our village. 1 belong to a rciipeclabW' ^nily ' and have been 
rendering assistance to G'c>yernmeht ac£l(iditif“to 
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iemofSmUStnzb, son of Natha Singh, Jat Virk, 
cige 43 years, resident oj Manta Ckuharkam. 


My ekto' brother, Lehna Singh, whose age is 50 years 
to two years' imprisonment, with Rs. 100 as fine- He hat 
on or about the a9tb of Chetar (a Hindu Month) for Sokan 
kote district to help his sister in reaping crops for storinf 
Patwari and Pala Singh Lambardar gave his name (as o 
lakers in the disturbances). The Lambardars, the Patwa 
lice gave me trouble. They threatened me to produce 
They tyrannised over me and beat me. When we, out of 
to the fields, they broke the lock of my house and took 
Ts ?: 5V hundred ru^s worth of clofli, vessels, etc. At the 

fication, when we both|* brothers were standing, one S 
pointed towards Lehna ' Singh, and he was arrested a 
there and then. No evidence was taken; nor was any sta 
accused recorded. There was no lawyer to defend him. 
Pala Singh Lambardar as a payment for recruits, and Rs. 6 
tion. No receipts even were given though requested. 


The statinent o/Boota Singh, son of Pa! Singh, aged 38 years, carpenter, 
village Chtiharkana. 


My younger brother, Dyal Singh, aged about 16 yearn, 
ed and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment and a fine of 1 
field is situated at a distance, of about 4 mUtes from my vill 
crops had ripened and;.we were out reapng them. Two othe 
with us. They w^,'o^:partoers.;^Qp^t|ie^4tlji ^^of Baistfkh, 
watchman took some British soldxem to that field. On seein 
took to our heels out of fear. Dyal Singh remained’ there a 
rested. The hearing of his case took place on 14th May 1 
Bosworth Smith. The removal of the crops was stepped 
I left the village and came back at the time of identification 
identified me. Af iiighf-fsl), Rahmat Tillah, I he Patwari ai 
something as a bribe, ender the threat of, getHpg.-m 



The siat&mnt of Wirsa SiStgiXi Skarm Singh, Virk Jai, age 20 years, 

resHent of Mausa, Ckuharkana^ 


My elder brother, Uijagar Singh, aged about 25 or 26 yeaxs, wm 
first ifeatBiiced to transport-ation for life which is now reduces! to pro-* 
Imbly 5 yeaiis. We all ran away out of fear. Ujjagar Siugh was working 
in the fields. On the day of the occurrence, he Imd gone to bring three 
men from Mouza Issar to help him in reaping crops. When be came 
back, he saw British soldiers from a distance and, out of fear, ran away. 
We ail ran away from oui- houses. After that, the iambardars, Bhag 
Singh and Bhagat Singh, gave names of lx>th of us. It was ordered 
that our crops and the whole of our property should be confiscate. 
Accordingly, the Lamhardar said that he would himself get the wheejt 
crop reaped and hand it over to Government. The houses ware locked 
and sealed. The police was on guard. On hearing this order^ 1®^- 
gar Singh came back to the village. He saw Shisha Singh and told htn^ 
that if Warsa Singh, his younger brother’s name be struck off the list 
no harm is done to him, he would give himself up to thW, Ac* 
cordingly, he paid Rs. 300 to the Thanedar, the Patwari and Shisha 
Singh. This sum was taken as a loan from a money-lender, and it is 
expressly entered in his accounts that this sum was taken for the pur- 
pose of bribing the Thanedar, Patwari and Shisha Singh. 

On this, they let rue off and struck off my mjme from the list. Ui|a- 
gar Singh then presented himself before the Thanedar and wm ar* 
rested without any evidence or statoiuent. He was not informed of the 
offence for which he was convicted. I paid money for securing re- 
cruits. I myself was compelled to enlistment but escaped by running 
away from the village on three different occasions. Some ‘.mm foinel 
together and collected a certain sum and paid it .for secmyluf 
but kter.on, it mipe to my knowledge thet" lhis’'’iii^nfy wae mlmqmm^ 
p-at#d ^ ^ ^ 
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asking lur I'ccruiis. Bagli Singhi was the Lirabardar wi 
licHis and l}iaimiMd us in the recruitruenl work. 
Rs. 10 as ,u coiUribtilion. 


The statement of Phoola Singh, son of Bui Singh, Jut, aged 65 yours, 
resident of village Naukhar near Mundi Chiihurknvu. 


In mj -village llrcre are forty hoases of Zaiaindars and fifty of 
iiieiiials. Jiwan Singh, Kartar Singh, Mania Bakhsh Khoja, and Ba- 
' wawa Singh- Khiilri, menibei-s of the market, obsfci-ved fast and mourn- 
ing on 6tli April,' j.!)iy, that is a few days before the Baisakhi festival. 
; Those who joined in the mourning numbered in all from too to . 500. 
S||S’} ha the months of January and’ 'February, cwTesptmdhig to tlie 'Vi 
I’ll'.feiiami Calendar months, of Poh and.SSaj^lt of the • 'Thakat 

■ DaS Patwari, caused a census of all adult, persons to be taken of our and 
the neighbouring villages, with the, object of supplying ncruils lo Jiu 

■ Army by force atid compulsioji. The handKinhir Maiig.il was Ids <’om- 
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not know what had led to it. We heard ill this froiH those men of oue 
village who had their shops in the Mandi. Ishor Das and Barkat Shah, 
residents of the Mandi, wore living in our village. Prem Chand and 
Kartar Singh, shopkeepers of our village, had gone to the market to 
buy goods. I was informed that the members of the market had 
told labourers that at some places the people had dislodged the Kail- 
way line and that they also should do the same. Accordingly, one rail 
was removed hut it was immediately set right by the railway rncji. In 
the evening, we heard that one railway station had boon burnt. The 
next day, the Thanedar and the Assistant Engineer began an investiga’ 
tion which lasted for 16 or 16 days. Martial Law was declared and the 
people were strictly ordered not to leave their places and to be present 
at their residence at all hours. About this time, the crops which had 
been left unreaped, were reajjed for the horses. These were 6 Idllas of 
wheat and 2 killas of gram. Nobody got any comix'jisnliun. On investi- 
gation being held, those that had oll’ercd money a.s bi'ihes wore prose- 
cuted, though innocent of any offence. In all, 25 men were taken 
under custody, of which six were released, and 15 or 16 men were 
convicted. 

Punitive police has been stationed in our village. The. Zaildar 
has been taking milk and other articles of food forcibly from the people. 
He is allowed by the police oven to fell down green trees at tha' 
of the- villagers. He is authorised by the police^ also to extort fine from 
the people as they do not accompany the watchman in his rounds at 
night. Women were also insulted. 
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The stalemenl qf Ram Chaild, mi of Biita Ram, formerly residing at 
Madav Fnlle, at present in Paddianimla near Chnharknna, 


I had gone to Manza Paddianwala where my nialernal relatives 
lived. One day, 14 British soldiers 'and two constables, named Meliar 
Singh and Udliam Singh, and a Sub-Inspector since dead, came to this 
village. - Immediately on I heir arrival, they began firing. , The Thane- 
dar of Shekhupura was also with them. A sweeper, name^' Hira, ’died 
of shots. My maternal relation’s house was seafbhed and I was a'rrwt- 
ed and taken to the Chuharkana A saddW 60 and 
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I state that during the days of recruiting, Rs. 10 wox-e realised from 
me as subscription for recruiting. On my pleading poverty, the Members 
gave me the alternative of being recruited myself, I, therefore, gave 
the subscription. 


During the days of Martial Law, 160 Maunds of fuel and 3 maunds 
of white bhoosa (chaff) belonging to me were taken away forcibly by 
Military for their own use. The fuel was worth Es. 100 and 
^<3<)saRs. 3. 


After t%is', I wsi? ^ade to pay Rs. 6 through the Tehsildar, I do not 
know what i;hat ’sum was realised for froto me, but I haVe heard that 
this was giveh as a cbulributioh t^wis?d6'®6Sk|ifeTlsjw: of Martial Law* 


ant Gommfesioner ordered the Inspeator 'to record ' diir slaleioieiite. 
He did not take down our statements, , but kep^ us all Ifie day long 
in the sun. Next day, I was identified b Ladha Singii and Maiiesh fJas# 
Compounder. I was then taken to the Poli(‘e Station. They kepi me 
there for 4 days and challaned me to Lahore. After 8 days, 1 
again brought to Chuharkana and produced before Mr. f*enny on K?ili 
May. At that time, I was identified by Ladhr Singh and Jiwan Siugii 
and sentenced to one year's imprisonment together with .Rs. 50 as fine 
After passing 4 moiKbs in Jail I was released owing to my being under age. 
I did not commit any crime. 

During the days o.f Martial Law, the British soldiers took away a 
tin of ghee from our shop. My father and my brother Haveli Ram 
were present. They protested but were threatened with a pistol My 
father reported the matter to the Assistant Commissioner, hut has got 
no money as yet. Moreover, Ganpat a Siiop-keeper took 30 seers of 
sugar from our shop under the Municipal Conuuissiuner's order, and its 
price is also not given to us yet. 
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The statement of Ranpat Rai, son of JamitRai, resident of Mandi < 
Chuharkmay now in the District Sheikhupura^ premously TeEsil 

Khangah Dograny district Gnjranmala. ' ' ’ ^ 
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Copy of extyact from tJie account book showing tlems realised 

illegally. 


The undersigned states as follows : 

1. The Ulh Baisakhi, Samwat 1976 Pai 
her of the Maiidi tor the expenses o 
the servants Rs- 50. 

2. Rupees one hundred and fourteen. 
io7fi in navmciit of indemnity fidm. 


The 17th , April Samvat 
the shop to the Members 


3, Rupees thirty-nine, 'itre , 

Members of the Mandi for the purpose of Memorial vlomb). 

4, Rupees twenty-five paid to the Members of the Mandi for secur 
ing recruits. 

Tho items ba-e beea mW illegal], b, to otom ol tli 


olliciais 


BARKAT BAM HARICHAINU, 
Mandi, Chuharkana 
District Gujranwala. 


The statement of Jairani Mukund La!, shopkeeper of Bhundour near 
Chuharkana, district Gujranwala. 



ANNEXURE TO THE No. 

CHUHARKANA 



; Cb»lMifkarta-~M 0 . 

Infill-- 1^ 
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LIST OF THE ARTICLES, THE PRICE OP WHICH IS YET TO BE REALIZED. 

m 

Prick. 

Rs. a. p. 

Flour 6o inaunds, ig seers 

. .. .. 376 10 9 

Ghee 2 do. 30 do, ti chha. 

, . 173 la 0 

Cash account other articles 

aao 6 3 

Gur I Maund 30 seers 

8 0 

Rice 3 do. 20 do 

. . 22 8 0 

Urad ( Masli ) i Maund 

. . ..12080 

Sugar I Maund 

• 23 0 ■ 0 

Mushkan rice 13 seers 

4 5 3 

Mewa 

106 

i ' ‘lif ! ' 

Pulses 

•• 

Gunny bags 



, ‘ , * 5 *> 


Cash received .. 2*1$ 'o' .y.f:' 


Balance .. 590 i 3 

(Sd.) 

GANPAT, SHOPKEEPER 
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The statement of an agent oj M firm Lala Faqir Chand Jangli Mai, 
shopkeepers, Mandi Chnharltana, Tehsil Khangah Dogran 
district Gujranwala, 


I* 


I state that I am an agent of Lala Faqir (^and Jangli Mai oi this 
place, and that the following money has been taken from me, WThich I 
have debited to Government in the Proprietor’s account. 

Rs,. 60 in the month of April, for the maintenance of the troops di 
ing Martial Law., 

Rs. 114 by way of Tawan (punitive tax). ^ 

Rs,, 20 for the Lt,-Govemor’s Memorial. 

RS. .26 in 1917,' for purposes. Of recruitment. ). , 




|'|Sh^s|were reali^' forcibly from us. We did not pay these 




The statement oj Asghar Ali> son of Allah Bin^ zamindar of Abdidla-^ 
pur Chak No, 2S2 Tehsil Khangah Dografi^ district Gujranwala, 


kd 1 j!, 


liii 

liilB 


I am a Zainiriclar, but a poor one. I had got ray name enrolled as 
cue of the candidates lor Patwariship undej the orders cF fhe Deputy 
Commissioner, so that on passing the required test I should be able to 
earn my livelihood. According to the orders of the Deputy CommiS“* 
sioner, 1 went to Gujranwala early morning on the 14th of April to get 
myself admitted in the Patwari School. On account of disturbances in 
Gujranwala that day, the Patwari School was closed. I waited till 2 
o’clock on the 15th, but after that I intended to go back. I left Guj» 
ranwala at 3 p.m., and reached Emnabad. Being unable to find con- 
veyance, I started on foot and spent the night in Mauza Jaiira. From 
there next day, i.e,, on the 16th, I started onward and spent the night 
The third day, i.e., on 17th, I started from there and 
reached near Chuharkana. I had with me my blind uncle as well 
n we reached near Chuharkana, 10 British soldiers and two Indian 
s opened fire on us. My unde hid himself under some shelter, 
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but one shot passed through my foot. I fell down senseless. Then they 
came near me, hut made arrangement for me and left me for dead. 
After they had gone, one Jal came and lift iiig me up brought me to a 
Ta/^ya situated in Mauza Hadianwala. My companion u as also with him. 
Up to this time 1 have been laid up, and am unable to work. 

My parents were very poor and had witlrimicli diniculty given me 
some education. Now alf my hopes are frustrated. 


, 272 f? sUiiemeni Ujjagar Slngh» son of Maya Singly Carpenier^ Ramgarkki 

age 23-24 yearSf resident of Chuharkana^ disirict (iujmmvah* 

On or about the 12th or 13th Baisakh, 1917, Bikrain, I went lo Jtond* 
hoke to get medicine as my eyes were sore. There the iaiigra Saliib ar- 
rested me and enqnired as to why I had conie tliere. 1 replied lhat I 
had come to get medicine for my eyes. After I his he ordtjr<Mi that I 
should be given ten stripes. I was tied to a tree with both hands €ii» 
circling the tree and my feel were tied to the tree witlr a rope-. Wiien 
five stripes were inflicted he gave order to (‘aacel Item, because they were 
light, :and' begin from the beginning. In this way I was given tboni f 

dozen canes. It was a thin cane. The lashes and bruises were viidblii 
■ ■ ■ ■ . ' . ' ' , ' , 

Then I was arrested and was asked whether I had any relative Oa '1:-^ 

my telling his name he was also arrested. His name was Saudagar Singh. 

He was sentenced to 3 months because he liad lodged me in his house. 

I was kept in the lock-up for a week and then, having hiindcuffed, they 
ehallaned me and took me to the Sahib, but Ihey could not find tlie Sahib 
at the Canal Bungalow. Then they brought me back to Chuharkana 
-Mandi and kept me in the lock-up one day and two days in the train. 

Then I was placed amongst those who were in he identified nn Uie iftenli. 
fication day. I was released because no one identified me. 


Mr. M. K. Gandhi who examined the hultock.s, 


aw the marks therec 




SHEIKHUPURA. 



4S3 

Th^ datement <9/Qosaltt Maya Ram, LL» Pleader^ 

Sl^iklmpura* 

There was a complete i/ar^a/ or 'dosing .of' shops in Sheiklm- 
p-ura on the 6ih of April, ' 1919. The l/ari?d was observed to 
show that the Rowlatt Act, which was passed in the teeth of 
opposition- by the press, the people and the representatives of the 
■ people in the legislative council, was an undesirable measure. 

The Ihirtal was a spontaneous act, and not engineered by 
pleaders at all. There was a meeting, nearly of all the adult 
population of the town in the evening of the same day, in wliioh 
only one resolution was moved to the effect that His Majesty the 
King Emperor be requested to veto the said Act. 

The meeting lasted only for 20 minutes. Sardar Sahib Sardar 
Ainar Singh, a local Extra Assistant Commissioner, Sardar Din 
Mohommed, Naib Tehsildar, and Babu Ali Mohammed, Snb-Ins-* 
pector of Police, were deputed by Rai Sahib Shri Ram, Snb-Divi* 
sional Commissioner, Sheikhupura, to watch and report the pro- 
ceedings, which was done the same evening ; the report being that 
the meeting was perfectly loyal and the speeches quite moderate. 
The President of the meeting was Lala Ushnak Rai of Sheikhupura, 
a pleader of the Chief Court of the Punjab. I was the mover of 
the resolution which was seconded by Sardar Bata Singh, pleader 
of Sheikhupura, 

Prom the 6th of April to the 14th of April, nothing unusual 
happened at Sheikhupura. There was a second Hartal on the 14th 
of April, %yhich had absolutely no connection with that of the 6tli, 
This second was probably due to the incidents at Lahore 

on the 10th, whereof the news reached Sheikhupura later, as all 
commuoication through post and telegraphs had been stopped 
v'iiii'hese'.'dajs. ■ ' ' 

Railway and telegraph wires were cut on the night of the 14tli' 
and the l-ith of April by some mischievous persons. No body 
except the actors saw this done. I was absent from the station 
on the 11th and 12th of April, conducting cases in the court of 
llai Sahib Sri Ram and Sardar Sahib Amar Singh Sahib at GuJ- 
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ranwala ; and on the 13tli;and.-I4tli of April, I was at Sialkoi I 
returned to Sheikhupnrav: juatyon morning of the '16th of 
April, a fact well known to the local authorities. After the. 
nothing happened at' Sheikhupura..; On the 15th, 16th, 17tli and 
18th, Sardar Amur Singh and other authorities were constantly 
.seeking my help as well as that of other pleaders and respectable 
persons of Sheikhupura to see, watd^nd report if any undesirable 
thing happenjgdj^iSlidJ^^ to the good sense of our 

|) 6 ople and our good officers, nothing undesirable happened. 

■ ■ All of a sudden, early ' in . the morning, on the 18th of April, 
Col. O’Brien, Deputy Clommissioner, Mr. Heron, Superintendent^ 
of Police, liai Sahib Sri Ram, Sub-Divisional Officer, Sheikhupura, 
Raj ‘1 Sahib Fateh Singh of Sheikhupura, Babu All Mohommed, Sub- 
Insp/ector of Police, Sheikhupura, along with 20 or 25 European 
soldiers, with guns loaded and bayonets fixed and pistols, raided 
-Sheikhupura and made arrests. Beginning with TJshnak Rai the 
party came to my office, then to Maulvi Alim Din Pleader’s house, 
from where they proceeded to Sardar Buta Singh Pleader’s house, 
and so ©n till the number reached 15. After being paraded 
through the streets and bazars of the town, we were ordered to 
sit on the dirty ground in the bazar, and if any one did not like to 
-sit on the dirty place, he was forcibly made to do so by the 
soldiers, who all oontinued jeering at us and abusing us in English 
all the way. A few more unimportant arrests were made by the 
police, and the prisoners were brought and made to sit along with 
us. This lasted for about an hour. Be it noted that it was early 
in the morning and we were not properly clad. Some were 
arrested in their night, shirts pyjamas, while Maulvi Alim’^ 
Din, pleader, had on only, a shirt and a dkoti. Our request to 
have our clothes brought - was met with a curt refusal and a 
frown. Nearly all of us had not taken our morning meal. ■ Propa 
the bazar we were taken to': the armoured train, which w-as stand- 
ing on the Railw’-ay line, where again w^'e were ordered to squat 
on the ground for another 15 minutes, waiting for some one who ■ 
was to be arrested at a well about a mile distant from the town. 
This was intended as an insult, as we were forced to squat on the 
■ground while the soldiers and officers kept standing. Nine of us 
were taken to Lahore in the armoured train and the rest were 
taken back to the lock-up at Sheikhupura. 

Myself, Sardar Buta Singh,' Maulvi Alim Din, pleaders, and 
‘Jamiat Singh were put in one compartment and were ordered U- 
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' sit on the floor, though there were benches to sit upon* Bardiir 
Bata Singh had iaten purgative the same daj early in the morii* 
Ing. He wanted to make water and requested one cuskidiini to 
allow him to do so, bat to no pnrpose. All of as repeatedly made 
tdie reqaest, wlierenpon one of the soldiers rejdiedp ** t’j.iii i li« 
swallow it?’’. One..- cannot describe .the liiiini Ha tion and pain 
inflicted .' on ns, 'Specially Sardar.Bnta 'Singh*'. e rea'i"'Ina! 
Lahore , aboat^ midday, '" and were '■ placed' .in the lock-iip at ihe 
Railway Station , platform. ■’ There were two rooms loifl all cil ns 
were put In the first room, where night-soil and urine jmsHcd Ipy p^‘r- 
sons who might have been locked np the-re before ns was ly ingi oc <*ii- 
sioHing an intolerable smells I may mention liere ihiit if w.is at 
the Lahore station that Sarclar Bata Singh ivas allowed to iiuike 
water alter about two hours.' While patting m in the 'jcM-k-np 
.oar topis^ pagris^ and even spectacles were forcibly taken l‘rom. 
in spite of onr remonstrances, in which onr Hikh friends who always 
'Consider the removal of ptgris as a great disgrace, were more 
vehement. We never knew what onr oifences wt*re and no one 
informed ns respecting them. 

Martial Law was never proclaimed at Sheikha pura, mdiikt 
■we were there, L c., not before the 19th. At the Lahore station, 
thongh we were very hungry, the police did not give ns any food, 
notwithstanding our asking for it. At about 5 p. m., wo were 
escorted in a prisoners’ van to the Lahore Central Jail* When 
the jail door was closed on ns, we were made to sit on a verandah, 
and it was here that we were handcuffed. It was in the Jail that 
learnt that Sardar Ghakar Singh, retired Police Inspector, was 
shut up as a hostage for his 2 sons who could not be arrested in 
; the -morning. He, however, wms released the sam.e evening, at 
whose orders we cannot say. For full 40 days we were imprisoned 
in solitary cells without any trial, and it w’-as on the 29ih of May 
that we were brought from Lahore Jail and once more minh to go 
through the town in handcuffs and released. The hardships -wltich 
we had to undergo in the jail are simply indescribable. The ordi- 
nary jail food is fit for cattle and not for human beings* Wc were 
•allowed to leave our cells for half an hour only in the inorniiiiy 
and half an hour in the evening for bathing, etc. Even this one 
hour was many times denied to us by the warders, who used to open 
■and shut onr doors at will. 

P. S’. — The total loss to the Government in Sheikhnprfra was 
cutting of 2 wires, which were mended the next day by a local 
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goldsmith without any charge and the breaking of one pane of 
glass. The value o£ the loss cannot exceed Es. 5 at the moat 
At first the indemnity proposed was Rs. 9,000 which was snbse-- 
qnently reduced to Rs. 100, ont o£ which nearly Rs. 60 were re- 
covered from 4 pleaders, who had the misfortune to be sent to iail 
for 40 days for no fault of theirs. ^ 


■ "484 

The supplementary statement of the same witness {No. 483 ). 

On the 6th of April, there was a complete Hartal in Shei- 
khupura. At about 8 a. m., when I came to my office all shop.a were 
closed. It was a voluntary act of the people. When the Snb- 
Divisional Officer came to know of this, he sent B. Ali Mohd., Sub- 
Inspector of Police, to get the shops opened.’ The said ’snb- 
Inspector passed through the bazar, and when he came to a Muham- 
madan baker’s shop he began to threaten him. I was sitting near 
by. I went to him and told him it was improper to threaten and 
force people to open their shops against their will. As he took me 
aside, the shopkeeper put water in his oven. I was taken to the 
Thana, where there was one Nawal, a butcher, whom the Sub- 
Inspector tried to compel to get ready meat for him. The butcher 
said that everyone had closed his shop and he therefore did not 
desire to act differently from the rest. I told him the Sub- 
Inspector could not live without meat for a single day. He said 
nothing. Then I told him to kill fowls for the Inspector’s use. 
The butcher said he had none, whereupon I even undertook 
provide them. This was said in jest. The butcher was then 
dismissed and the Sub-Inspector went to Lala Sri Ram to make 
his report. The Sub-Divisional Officer summoned me to his house 
at about 10 a. m., the same day, and enquired whether I was goino- 
to join a meeting against the Rowlatt Act which was expecfed to 
take place in the evening. I replied in the affirmative. On this 
he began to threaten me. He said that there was a condition 
inscribed in our licenses, to which I replied, “ I know that”. He 
then -argued with me, hut I convinced him that the meeting was 
quite innocent and nothing objectionable would happen. In the 
end he made a personal appeal to me that for his sake I should not 
join the meeting to which I yielded and came back. Subsequently, 
the Sub-Divisional Officer sent for other pleaders too and told 
them that I had promised not to join the meeting, and so, they too 
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■should not. When I came to know o£ this, I felt hnrt and thought 
that the Sub-Divisional Officer had made a wrong use of mj name 
to influence the others; so I wrote to him that I meant to go to the 
meeting and that he had no right to use ray name in this fashion, 
and at the same time assured him that nothing untoward would 
happen at the meeting. This letter was given to the iwlicc, who, 
I am told, used it in my favour. This occasioned great displeasure 
against me. I was absent from the station on the lllh, l2!th, 13th 
and 14th of April, and knew nothing about what happened on 
those days, and yet I was kept in jail for 40 days. 

4S5 

T/ie statement of Lala Ushnak Rai, B. A., LL. Z?,, Vakii, 
aged 35 years, Sheikhupura. 

I have been in practice as a First grade Pleader for 
about 9 years. I have been hereditary “ Lambardar ” (Ilead- 
m&n) for two villages. I own extensive land and hou.se property, 
I have continuously aided the war functions and, upto April last, 
never took part in any political movement. 

Sheikhupura observed a spontaneous Hartal on the (ith of 
-April. At about (I p. m., a meeting was held to protest against 
the Rowlatt Act and it finished its business in about 20 minutes by 
passing only one resolution of protest. It was attended by 
-the Extra As-ssistant Commi.ssioner, Naib Tehsildar and a Poliec 
Sub-Inspector, all of whom expressed satisfaction and reported 
to that effect to the Sub-Divisional Officer who, it is said, sub- 
mitted his report to the authorities. From the Oth to the 
morning of the 14th of April, all was quiet and nothing un- 
usual happened. On the 11th of April there was another Hartal. 
During the night between the 14 th and the l.ltb, telegraph 
wires were cut. On the morning of the 15th, the Sub-Divisional 
■Officer sent for me and I most willingly promised to eo-operate 
with the officers in the maintenance of law and order. The 
same evening at about 8 or 9 p. m., the Sub-Divisional Officer 
went to (’huharkana, leaving Sheikhupura in charge of the 
local Extra Assistant Commissioner, who again sent for me at 
midnight and desired me to keep him informed about the 
situatioH. Thereafter, the Sub-Divisional Officer used to remain 
near Chuharkana during day time and return every night 
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for rest. I co-operated with the local Extra Assistant Oommis** 
sioBcr, sapplyiBg him with CTery information till the 18tb, when 
he was sent on patrol duty to Chichoki Malian. On the morning: 
of the lOth^ I, therefore, presented myself before the Snb-Divisional 
Officer before his departure for Chuharkaiia, and reported 
that all was well in Sheikhnpnra. 

A few minutes later, at abont 8 a. m*, the Snb-Divisional 
Officer, the District Magistrate, OoL O’ Brien, the SHperiniendent 
of Police and soldiers with fixed bayonets came to my house and 
took me in custody without allowing me even to close the doors 
of my house or to put on my jacket. I was then made to squat 
on dirty ground, while they were waiting for Gosain Maya 
Ram, whose office was only a few yards off mine. I had no 
desire to squat down as I was not tired, but I was made to 
squat in order to humiliate me. We were then made to march 
whilst others were being arrested. We were then taken in 
an armoured car to Lahore. We reached Lahore at about 
midday,, and were kept in the Railway lock-up for two hours- 
At the time nine of us were made to occupy it, it was totally 
unfit for habitation, as it had been used previously as a lairine 
and was reeking with foul smell. We were made to leave our 
turbans and shoes outside the lock-up. Gohar Singh, being 
a Sikh, protested against the removal of the turban and wanted 
to keep his spectacles on, as be could not see without them on 
account of his age. His protests were disregarded. We were 
kept without any food the whole of that day. From the lock-up, we 
were taken to the Central Jail in a prison van, and were hand- ' 
cuffed in pairs. At the jail wc were given the evening meals- 
I observed that even the convicts whom we saw were not handcuffed. 

The jail gate was locked and we were kept under watch. I 
could not then, and do not even now, understand the reason for 
handcuffing, as I and many of my fellow prisoners were thus detain- 
ed for forty days in solitary cells without a trial and without any 
investigation having been carried on to our knowledge. We were 
unnecessarily taken to Sheikhupura handcuffed, and there released 
before a Magistrate. This could have been done at the Cen- 
tral Jail. 

On the 30th of May, 1919, I left for Lahore, but a few days 
later, I learnt that my employee was made io pay Rs. 26 which 
was more than one-fqnrjth of Es. 100 as indemnity required from 
Sheikhupura without allowing him the time even to inform me. 
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Several weeks after, I was inforEied that the oolitoiioii of 
the Government revenne dnes and water rates, etc#, of my M0zm§ ^ 
( village ) Chahan Bhag Mai, of which I was a ^Laiahardtr,^ 
was being' made' : by another -person and not by my Sarbara 
a-s before, from .which. '-I conclnded that the revenue. antlioritiiM 
had, also - dismissed ' me . from my hereditary ^LambardarL I 
sent for a . copy of the Judgment which I received after two months. 
It stated only that I was dismissed and Raja Fateh Singh uppofiited 
*Jjambardar’ of Chahan Bhag Mai on the 30th of May, I 

appealed against the order on the' ground of my not having been 
heard at all and of my not having been informed of the order. My 
appeal was dismissed within two or three days without giving nie 
any opportunity- of being heard, the order of rejection having been 
sent to my address. 

, Kn ^ ew-parte ^ enquiry regarding the professional coiiduci of 
some pleaders (including myself) was started, although they had 
not yet been released. 

486 

The statement of Sardar Btsta Singh, B*Aw^ LL^B^ Pleader* 

I am 30 years old. I have subscribed to the War Loan. I 
, was^ a member of the District ^-War League* I was instrn mental 
in- enlisting 25 - more - members. , I- assisted in recruiting, ami 
received a certificate for my services. 

There was a complete HartaU at Sheikhupura, on the 6th and 
the 14th of April last, I took no part in either of them. On the 
6th, I appeared in three criminal cases in the court of tiie Local 
Extra Assistant Commissioner. The day being a Sunday, I could 
have absented myself from the court. From the evening of the 
. loth to the midnight of the 13th of April, I was at Gujraiiwaki 
where I -had ■ to conduct cases in the court of S. Amar Singh, 
Extra- Assistant . Commissioner, and Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
Sheikhupura. 

On the morning of the 14th, I was informed by my servant that 
all the shops were closed. The following night, some mischievous 
fellows cut the telegraph wires near Sheikhupura ; otherwise, 
perfect calm reigned in the village. No mob was seen collected 
in any place, no demonstrations were made anywhere, and nothiag 
unusual was done by the people. 
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On the morning of the 19th, at about 8 o’clock, I was lying in 
my bed after taking some medicine, when I, along with other local 
pleaders, all of a sudden, was arrested by the orders of the Deputy 
Oommissioner. All of us were put in charge of some 25 soldiers 
who carried loaded guns with fixed bayonets. We were made to 
parade the city in this condition, and were, more than once, made 
to sit upon filthy ground in the presence of our co-YilIagers. 

After making a full display of our humiliating condition for 
about an hour, we were marched double speed towards an armoured 
train waiting on the railway line close to Sheikhupura to take 
us to Lahore. On the way to the train, I was abused, jeered at 
and beaten with a stick, on account of my not keeping pace 
with the others owing to my ill-health. 

We reached Lahore at about 1 o’clock in the afternoon after 
being two hours on the way. During our Journey, repeated re- 
quests by me, as well as by my companions, to allow me to make 
water, were bluntly refused by our guards. No food was supplied 
to us on the day of our arrest till late in evening. 

Prom the Railway Station we were taken to the Central Jail, 
Lahore, where we were handcuffed and taken to solHary cells. 
For forty days we were thus detained, thereby suffering the 
greatest possible discomfort and hardship. 

On the 29th of May, a strong escort of police was sent up by 
ihe joint Deputy Oommissioner, Sheikhupura, to take us back to 
Sheikhupura, and the hands of Mian Alam Din, pleader, were tied 
to mine by the loin cloth belonging to one of our village chaukidars. 
In this predicament we were taken to Sheikhupura, then marched to 
the Thana and then to the Naib Tehsildar’s house and were taken 
away to the Tehsildar’s house. Four of our pleaders were dealt 
with thus. 

487 

The statement c/ Alam-u-DIn, B. A., Pleader, High Court, 
Sheikhupura. 

A Hartal was observed in Sheikhupura on the 6th of April 
and a meeting was also held the same day in which resolutions 
were passed against the Rowlatt Act. I did not take part in the 
-general Hartal nor did I myself observe the Hartal or ask anyone 
to observe it. As my Muhalla ( ward ) was away from the bazar 
uo Hartal was observed there. I did not join the meeting. Later 
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^OE, on the 14th o! April there was again a IMrtai. I dici mi 
take part even in this one. I remained from moraing til! €¥CxilEg 
in the Killa which is ahotit 500 yards from Sheikhupara* People 
came to me for contribution towards a Langarkhana, hot I refused 
to gi ye .anything. Notwithstanding that I look no part in the 
occmrrences of thosO' days, Rai Sahib Sri Ham got me arrested 
•■only to cause me trouble and 'dishonour and in revengn, and noi 
hecanse he was ignorant of .the real facts# On being remoiisttated 
with for this by Znlfkar Din- Mnnsiffi and Sirdar Priiam Singh, 
he replied that I was very proud and that I did not * salam him 
on a certain day. 

When I came back after my release, Pandit Devi Dyal, Sub- 
Conrt Inspector, Sheikhnpnra, who was Rai Sahib’s assoeiat.e, told 
me that I had been arrested on account of my arrogam;e lowards the 
Rai Sahib. The above statement is quite true. I remaiinul 
for 40 days in the Lahore Central Jail and was then let oil with- 
out any enquiry or trial. Others too, for instance, Lula IJdliak 
Rai, Gosain Maya Ram, 0. S. Buta Singh, pleader, were* arrerried 
by Rai Sahib out of enmity. No doubt, these people were presc nt at 
the meeting of the 6th, but Rai Sahib himself reported that the 
meeting was very orderly and passed off quietly, and that no dis- 
loyal speeches were made there. The said gentlemen did not take 
any part in the observance 0! the Hartal^ either on the or on 
the 14th. I may mention here that all demonstrations were spon- 
taneous and not the result of inducement or pressure by any one. 
'The disturbances first of all began in Chuharkana on the loth of 
April. At about 5 p. m. the railway station was burnt, tlie railway 
line was damaged and the bridge was set on fire* That day at 
about 12 noon (midday) Mangal Singh J^aildar came from 
Chuharkana and reported to the Rai Sahib that people \vcr<^ 
gathering and. that arrangements for safeguarding ihe peace, 
should be made. Then Mania Bax, Secretary, and J^irdar Kartar 
-Singh, M. 0., came to Bheikhupura, and they too iiifornicd him 
■about the situation. If the Rai Sahib had himself gone 10 the spot 
or sent a Sub-Inspector of the Tllaka*, all the people of Cliuhar- 
kana and its surrounding villages could easily have been dispersed 
.and no disturbance would probably have happened at Clmliarkaua ; 
and if the distubance had not occurred in Chuharkana, then 
Momen, Dhaban Singh and other stations would have been saved. 
I say with confidence that no fatalities would have occurred, 
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people would not have been imprisoned unnecessarily and (JoTern* 
ment property not destroyed. In my opinion, only Eai Saliib^s 
incompetence has been the cause of all this desolation and destruc- 
tion. He did neither go himself to the spot, nor did he allow the 
Sub- Inspector to do so. He, with his family, shifted from 
Sheikhnpura to the Killa and closed the Killa Gate to the public. 

Sirdar Qauhar Singh was arrested only out of enmity. He 
was quite innocent. He was absent from Sheikhnpura during 
those days. 


The sMement of Sirdar Qauhar Singh* Arora, age 62^ retired 
Inspector of Police^ Slieikhupura* 


I am a retired Inspector of Police. I had served the Govern- 
ment for 38^ years. During this period, I had served in differ- 
ent capacities in many districts of the Punjab. My service book 
may he sent for from the Police Office ; it will show my services 
to the Government. 

I shall produce my certificates for perusal. I am about 62^ 
years of age. I left for Haridwar on or about the 23rd of March, 
1919, and returned on or about the 11th of April, 1919, and 
hence I am unable to state what happened during these days. 

On the 19th of April, early in the morning, a number of 
sepoys, headed by Col. O’Brien, came to my house and enquired/ 
for my three sons, Amar Singh, Atma Singh and Santokh Singh, 
a minor. They were not present. I was arrested there and then, 
and despatched to the Central Jail along with several others. Wc' 
suffered great hardships and indignities on the way. On arrival 
at the CentralJail, I was told by the co-accused pleaders that I 
had been arrested as a hostage for my three sons. .1 was released 
the same evening. 

Next morning on arrival at Sheikhupura, I found my house 
locked up and my family and cattle turned out. Two of my sons- 
were under arrest. They had come there of their own accord. My 
third son presented himself on his return from his usual business: 
before the authorities. 

Before my arrival, an order had been promulgated by the beak 
of drum, prohibiting me from cutting my crops and, if I did, the 
penalty would be that of being shot or imprisoned. My property 
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was to be confiscated until the arrest oi my sons* riiiji' 
addition to the ooiifiscationrof the properties of my sons* I lavc got 
a certified copy of the order, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

In spite of my sons having volnntarily siirtcncJcred, as r- 
qnired.by :the authorities, iny. house, stables and otdier ■ 

remained locked up for about 8 days, and a sirong policc*gQar« .. 
was placed round onr house and the^fields, and so wo had . to .,rt^ 
main out, homeless. Our crops suffered a great deal owing io onr 
not being allowed to look after them. Our poor tenants wlio ware 
to receive 2/3rd of the produce suffered as well# , ihcse toiiaiits 
had to pay full canal dues, without any reduction. 

On the 17th of May, I was arrested again and was released on 
the 30th of May, 1919, when they had made me and my rcladveH 
and friends to make statements against the pleaders aecust^d* f 
do not know for what fault I was put to so much trouble. I was 
brought from the lock-up handcuffed, and was nuide to walk in 
Durbar (public Durbar) in front of the police Htatioii, and ado 
many times in the presence of all the inhabitanis of Bheikhtipura 
and other places in the burning sun. I was put to all indignities 
in the burning sun. The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Hmith, used 
very foul language towards me. 

I was a Lamhardar of my village for many years. Neitiet 
was a notice served on me to show cause why I should not be diS'^ 
missed from the post, nor was I told that I had been dismissed »ild 
another Lamhardar appointed in my place. My sons have also 
been deprived of the hereditary posts. Two of them are police 
officers. My pension of Es. 100 has been stopped for two years. 
On my application lor copies of the orders, I was told that the 
copies of such orders were not to be given. ^ 

The indemnity, fixed arbitrarily, was realised from my people 
in my absence. I do not kciow why this indemnity has been levied 
and under what authority and for what loss sustained by the 
authorities or anyone else. 
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The statement of sirdar Atma Singh, son of fmhr Gankir Simjk, 
Retired Police Inspector^ Timher Merchant^ SkdkhHpura^ 


I am the 5th son of my father. Two of my brothers are Police 
Sub-Inspectors and one is a B.A., LL. B. My grandfather too- was 
a Deputy Inspector of Police* 
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Oa the Sth of April, there was a complete but there 
■had been no previous meeting held to arrive at this decision. 
There was also a public meeting held , at 6 p. m. the same day, at 
which Hushnak Rai, B.A», LL.B., pleader, presided* Before 
this date, the Sub-Divisional OiBicer had sent for several of the 
pleaders and desired them not to attend the meeting, but they 
said that nothing seditious would be talked there, and if the authori- 
ties desired, to prohibit the meeting, it would not be held* The 
Sub-Divisional Officer was not willing to do this and accordingly 
the meeting was held. Sirdar Amar Singh, E. A. 0., Sirdar Din 
Mohammad Naib, Tehsildar, and two Sub-Inspectors and two con- 
stables attended the meeting* I offered prayers only. ■ Some 
speeches were made and the meeting was over in about an hour, 
and the people dispersed peacefully to their homes. 

My father is a Lambardar and I was the Sarbarah. In 
1918, I was very much pressed by the Sub-Divisional Officer to 
supply recruits by spending money. I protested that I was 
not in a position to do so, but on receiving several warnings, 
I at last paid a person Rs. 300 and had him enlisted ia Gnj- 
ranwala. ' . 

There was a Hart%l on the 14th of April also, on which date 
I returned to Sheikhupura from Lahore. A Tangar’ (charitable 
kitchen) was started that day for feeding the poor and the travel- 
lers. Next morning, I learnt that during the > night some wires 
had been cut. The Tehsildar sent for me and asked me to see 
that such things did not happen in future. Accordingly, till the 
18th I used to go out at night along the railway lines to see that 
the wires were not damaged. On the morning of the 19th, I had 
gone a mile or two from the village for a stroll, when a person 
told me that my house was being searched and that my father had 
;been arrested and was being taken away. I hurried back and saw 
my father being taken to Lahore. When I reached home, our 
house was being searched, and the women being turned out. The 
Tehsildar and the Snb-Inspector told me that if I had not come 
back, my house would have been burnt* Within an hour after 
the search ended, I went to the Thana with the Tehsildar. I was 
kept there till the next morning. At that time both my brothers 
turned up and my father who had been taken to Lahore also 
came back. That evening some soldiers came in a military train 
and took us three brothers away to the Lahore Central JaiL 
There we were kept in separate cells. 
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We were taken back to Sheikhttpnta after 40 dajs mi f was 
produced in the court of Mr# Penny andi charged wHIi ^ obilriiof* 
ing food being taken to the ' prisoners in the Ikmiiai, Tiii.# 
was false j as food hadj as a matter of.facty been taken to tliciii* 

' . , ' I. was sentenced to six months'*' rigorous impriHoninent, bill wiw 
released after about lour months, 

490 

The statement of Sirdar Amar Singh, oj Biniitr Gfi'ilmr 
SinglifSIiei/duptm* 

I am a natiTC of Sheikhnpnra and I am doing thi* hiisincsf^ of 
supplying lime. My forefathers and other ancestors have riniiiercid 
help to Government in several capacities. My grandfather, 
Sander Singh, vas an Inspector of Police, and is drawing 11 pen- 
sion from the Government. Moreover, two of my hrolhers arc 
Sub-Inspectors of Police and I myself have been rc?iiiicriiig 
various kinds of service to Government on different occasbiii* 
Unfortunately, two years ago, Lala Sri Ham wrs ajjpointcil Siib*- 
Divisional Officer in Sheikhnpnra. In those days recruiting for 
the army was in full swing, bnt I failed to render help according 
to the sweet will of Rai Sahib Sri Ham. 

It was the desire of Bai Sahib that I should render help in 
recruiting at any cost, even at the cost of my ordinary bminess# I 
represented that having much private w’^ork to do, I wmnld try to 
give snch help as was in my power. Accordingly, I presented 
two recruits, ont of which one was selected and the other was 
rejected. I had to spend nearly Rs, 400 on the oiie who was selected, 
but, as Rai Sahib was not still pleased, it gave him ground for in» 
jxiring me. When last year, my father Gaiihar Singh, on 
bis retnrn from Dalhonsie, called on Rai Sahib, he was treated 
badly and asked to go from village to village for reerniting. As 
my father is an old man, and is suffering from irrinary troubles, 
he cannot ride a horse. So he replied that though he was ready 
to help and had no objection in doing so, he could not go io outside 
villages, and added that he had served for forty years in the Police 
Department and his energy was exhausted. Hearing this, Rai 
Sahib got angry and said it wonld be seen to later. After this, 
Bai Sahib became a deadly enemy of mine and of the other mem- 
bers of my family. He began to look for m opportunity to take 
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revenge, but Jie failed -to aohieTe Ms object for the time being. 
The days of Martial Law. ^ were unforinnate days for ns. They 
proved very opportune to the Rai Sahib to take revenge. He there- 
fore inade a common cause with Jiwan Das who was our deadly 
enemy and a favourite of his. Accordingly, on the 19th of April, 
T919'vmy iather. was arrested and sent to the Lahore Central Jail 
without being guilty of any crime, but he was released that 
very day. What happened to us at Sheikhupura that day is 
beyond description. All our houses were locked up and all ladies 
and children turned out. The crop in the fields was cO':^fisoafted 
and a guard was stationed theie, and were prevented from 
reaping them. On this account we suffered a heavy loss, which is 
well known to the people of our village. We were constantly 
threatened with getting our houses set on fire. I don’t know why 
this step was taken in my case as the house of no one else in Sheikhu- 
pura was searched or locked- up. It was proclaimed by the beat of 
drum that timber, etc., and bricks of the kiln of Sirdar Amur Singh 
and Sirdar Atma Singh, sons of Sirdar Gauhar Singh, had been con- 
fiscated, and no one should buy them. On the 20th of April, I, along 
with my two brothers Atma Singh and Sukh Singh, was sent to 
the Central Jail. We three brothers remained there uptil the 
23rd of May 1919, On the 24th of Mayyiny two brothers and some 
other persons, were taken out of the Central Jail and were brought 
handcuffed to the Lahore Railway Station. Thence at about 2 p. m. 
we were taken by train to Ohuharkana and finally to Sheikhu- 
pura. At night we were put into the lock-up where I saw my 
brother-in-law Gulah Singh. He was confined simply on my 
account and for one fault of his own. To give me pain, not only 
was my brother-in-law detained in Civil Prison, but also an innocent 
friend of mine, named Basawa Singh, had already been sent to 
the Lahore Central Jail. Sunder Singh, barber, and Umar-ud-din, 
ironsmith too, were detained in Sheikhupura Civil Prison from 
19fh of April to 28th of May, 1919. They were made to 
suffer simply for my sake, as they were my servants. The 
abovementioned five men, namely, Gulah Singh, Basawa Singh, 
Sunder Singh, Chatta, and Umar-ud-din were released with- 
out trial on the 28th of May, ; 1919. I was brought to 
Sheikhupura on the 24th of May, 1919, and on the 25th pre- 
sented handcuffed before all the residents of the town for 
identification. This w'^as done merely to disgrace me in the eyes 
of the public as I had been guilty of no offence. After that I 
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was again put in the lock-up. Next day, the ^Gih, I along with 
others was brought before Mr. Penny, Extra Assi-siant OommiB- 
sioner for trial. The Magistrate finding that I had committed no 
offence released me there. and then, and the other men were con- 
victed according to their crimes and sent to the different jails the 
next day. I think it proper to mention two or three things more 
in connection with this. Not being contented wiili injuries that 
were done to me and niy relatives, my father Kirdar Gaiihar 
Singh, Retired Inspector of Police, wlio jm.sscd his time in prayers 
and religions deeds, was put in the lock-up on a false clmrge. 
This was due to Lala Sri Ram and Rawa Jiwan Das who could not 
bear the idea of release from the Central Jail. I'y this tfie.y iiad 
iheir desires fulfilled, for, on the 28th, my innocent father Sirdar 
Gohar Singh was publicly rebuked and disgraced by Mr. Ros- 
worth Smith. My father was handcuffed and made to walk 
bare-footed to the Sheikbupura Police Station. This is a well- 
known fact. 

I was quite innocent and had to suffer detention and impii- 
sonment in the Central -Juil for one month and seven days for 
nothing. Rai Sahib Sri Ram was trying hard to .see me in .fail 
and he tried every means to prepare evidence against me as is well 
known to the people of Sheikhupnra. I am a respected oitken 
paying tax varying from Rs. 1.50 to Rs. 200 yearly. 
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The statement of Qian Chand, son of Laklm Singh^ age 28 t/mr#, 
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Arora, confectioner, S/ieilckujmra. 


On the morning of the 19th of April, about IS men were 
arrested. That day Col. O’Brien, Superintendent of Police and 
other officers had come to Sheikhupnra with the military. The 
houses of Sirdar Qauhar Singh and others were searched. My 
house was adjacent to his and was also searcihed. Nobody en- 
quired about me for about 25 days after their arrest. Once or 
twice Sirdar Peroz Din asked me to become a witness for the 
prosecution, saying I should prepare myself to be clKtihmd, if I 
did not. On the 14th of May. at about 10 p. m. Hakim Shah, a 
policeman, came to my house and said that the Raja Sahib wanted 
some misri. The Raja Sahib had an account at my shop. When I 
came down he said that the asking for misri was an excuse, the 
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real fact beiBg that the Thaaedar wanted,, me. , , Acoordinglj, he. 
took me to Baradaxi where Sirdar Kartar Singh, Feroz Din and 
other ofBoers had put up. Feroz Din addressing me said that I 
had also cut wires and that either I shoitld pay Rs. 500, or I would 
be challaned (sent up to the Magistrate). I was made to stand 
the whole night and had no shirt or ^pagri ’ on, because Hakim Shah 
had not allowed me to put them on before leaving home. Four 
Choukidars were kept by my side and if I tried to sit, they beat me 
and did not allow me to do so. All the day long on the 15th, I 
was troubled and asked to give money, but I was a poor man and 
had no means to pay it. In the evening I was put in the lock-up. 
For 12 days I remained in the lock-up. During that time Eai 
Sahib Sri Ram would come and say that he would secure pardon 
for me if I became a witness for the prosecution. But as I did 
not know anything, I did not consent. On this I was challaned 
(sent up for trial) before Mr. Bosworih Smith who sentenced me 
to 4 years’ imprisonment. I was convicted in Mr. Penny’s court 
on the charges of cutting wires and promoting hartal and senten- 
ced to 6 months’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 100. On appeal 
the sentence of 4 years’ w^as quashed. I spent 6 months in the Jail 
and paid the fine of Rs. 100. I had neither cut the wires, nor or- 
ganized the hartal. I was implicated simply because I was a 
relative of Gauhar Singh. 
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The statement of Mustakim, so7i of Kasim ^ weaver, age 19 years,. 

SJieiJchupura. 

On the arrival of the military, I too was arrested along with 
Gauhar Singh and others. After all of us were taken to the 
Station, I, Jahana, Uirer and three others were brought back to the 
Thana. Devi Das Thanedar and others used to say that if we 
would not give false evidence against Gauhar Singh and his sons 
to the effect that they cut the wires, we would also be challened 
(sent up from trial.) Rai Sahib Sri Ram also used to come often 
and taking us aside one by one placed his pistol against our fore- 
heads and tried to compel us to give evidence. We used to be 
taken to the Baradari during the course of investigation and 
S. Feroz Din, Sirdar Kartar Singh and others used to tell me that 
I would be granted pardon if I became a witness for the prosecu- 
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:tioti ' agamst Gaiihar Singh and his, sons*' As I had seoa none df 

them doing any such thijog I refused to be a witness against them, 
bn account of this I vr&a cAallmed (sent up for trial) and sentenoei 
to 4 years’ imprisonment and a fine of Bs. 100. On appeal for 
mercy my sentence was reduced to 6 months’ imprisonment, whioh 

I have undergone* I was innocent o£ any crime. 
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Me statemmt o/ DB.tbsLra Sinz^f o/ Sunder Singh^ Bedi^ age 2B 
years^ SheihhupuTCim 

On the 14th of May, all the shop-keepers were called by 
Kartar Singh, Inspector and Feroz Din, Sub-Inspector of Folice* 
I was also called. M. Charaii Das took me aside and askcfl mo io 
depose against Ganhar Singh and others to the effect that they had 
cut the wires and organized the hfirtal, I said I knew nothing 
about those matters. On this, they tried to terrify me, and threat'^ 
ened me that if I did not give the required evidence I would be 
ehallaned, Feroz Din further said that I should either give evi- 
dence or pay Es. 500 to escape being challamfL I had n# 
money and would not give false evidence, so they fined me 
Es. 50 and challmied me, and I was sentenced to 1^- years^ impri- 
sonment. On 'appeal for mercy the sentence was reduced to 
monihs’ imprisonment which I had tio undergo. I had committed 
no offence. 



The statement of Mangal Singh, son of Lala Kesar Malt age 28 ymr$^ 
contractor of country -sjnrit, 7iow shopkeeper, Sheiklmpura^ 


I arrived in Sheikhupura on the 31st of March. Next day I 
got a license for the sale of country-spirits. I came to Lahore by 
the morning train on the 6th of April to buy spirits and return- 
ed on the 7th. My shop was open on the 6th, although there wm 
a hartal I was laid up with fever till the 13th. On the moraiag 
of the 14th, I found a complete and a spontaneous harial^ I heard 
this was because of the firing at Amritsar and Mahatma Gandhi^ 
arrest. My, shop ^ remained open, as. I was .afraid, of, my... lieeaie,. be.lng 
cancelled. On the 15th all shops opened. ' f here was disorder om 
" n 
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■'the 16th and the 17th# On the ISth, I came to Lahore by tonga to 
buy spirits. Trains were not working then, yet being unable 
to buy spirits owing to Martial Law, I returned the same 
-eirening#:'-. 

On the 19th, troops arrived with a machine gun« Arrests 
were made in the city. Proclamation was made in the city thati 
any one cutting crops of Sirdar Ganesh Singh who was arrested, 
would be shot. Some arrested people were taken by train. On 
the same day 2 English soldiers, 2 constables and the Sub-Inspector, 

Ali Mohammad came to my shop and took 10 bottles away, . On my 
remonstrating, I was told it was the order of the Sub-Divisional 
OfScer, and under Martial Law everything could be taken free of 
charge. Cost of the bottles was Rs. 3, 

ill 

On the morning of the 20th, a constable came to my shop and 
-told me that the Sub* Inspector, Ali Mohmmad, wanted me at his 
honse. I went to his house. He asked me to give evidence against 
the people who had been arrested for cutting wires, I said I 
knew nothing about it, as I was a recent arrival in the place. He 
told me that it was the S.D.O.’s order, that any one refusing IjO 
give evidence should also be arrested. 

Baba Jiwan Das then came and spoke to the Sub-Iospeetor 
privately. He then said, ‘‘Why donH you obey the order of the 
Sub-Division OjBScer who sent any one refusing to give evideisce ^ 
to jail ? I was then handcuffed and sent to the lock-up. About 
10 others were also sent to the lock-up for this reason. Four or 
five days later, the Sub-Divisional Officer (Sri Ram) and Babu 
Jewan Das came to us and threatened us. They said that they ^ 
had shot down many people in Ohuharkana, and if we refused to 
give evidence, they had got the order to shoot us too, A pistol 
was shown to us. They came several times, subsequently, and 
repeated their threats. After about 35 days from the time 
■were brought to the lockmp, I was taken out handcuffed, and 
placed before the S.D.O. who again asked me to give evidence. 

On my refusal he slapped me twice and placed his revolver on my 
forehead and said he would shoot me if I refused. We were in the 
court-yard of the thana, and the others in the lock-up could see us, 

I got frightened and said that I would give such evidence as I was 
asked to give, 

I was then taken to the haraclari, where, for 2 or 3 days, I 
•was tutored by the police as to what I should say. I was then 
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'teken by a Sub^Inspector to Obiiharkaiia and plaoad before tbe 
Deputy Commissioner (Bosworth Smith). The Deputy Oommis- 
sioner hit me 3 or 4 times with a eane^ and I was then taken ont 
and brought to Sheikhnpnra. Next day I was taken before the 
■Snb-DiTisional Officer, and ■ Jiwan 'Das, and the S*D.O* asked me to 
repeat my statement. ■ I said I did not remember it welL The 
S.D.O., Rai Sri Ram, hit me several times with his stick. Jiwan 
Das said^lie would dictate my statement which he continued to da 
for about one hour. The. S.D.O.. wrote it and I stood by listening* 
I was made to sign it in Hindi. 

Some days later, I was taken to the kMcTier^^^ and I was told 
hj Jiwan Das that in case I forgot, all I had to do was to 
■ answer in the affirmative , to the questions asked by the public 
: prosecutor.- I was taken to the court of Deputy CoiniEissioner 
-{Bosvorth Smith). The public prosecutor asked me. How 
many men were standing in the lock-up?'’ I said Ifoiir.” ! 
was then sent away. The four men were also brought soon after and 
I heard that they were sentenced to 2 years each. Then these four 
and four others were sent to tke court-room. I was taken in and 
asked the same questions. I answered Yes. ” I was sent otil 

and the eight men followed a little, later. I heard they had all 
been sentenced to 2 years each. Later, I saw 5 of them and some 
others again taken to another court-room (A. Penny’). I did 
not give any further evidence. I heard ■ that the last batch had 
■also been sentenced. 

Next day I was taken to the Sub -Divisional Officer, who said 
^ that he had saved me from the Jail. He wanted me to give evi- 
*.4^ been sent to Lahore. T re- 

fused it. He hit me with his stick. Jiwan Das tried to persuade me, 

. , but still I refused.', , I -was, told 'that my ' license would be taken away. 

, Two days later, I and 8 or 9 others were released. Some stil! 
remained in the lock-up. 

A few days ago my license was. cancelled. My security has 
mot been returned. . . . 
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The Biatement 0/ Bawa, Oaiihar Singh, &f Siimht* Sbi^k^ 

shopkeeper^ Skeikkupura^ 

I live next to Bawa Jiwan Das./ 

The hartal occurred on the 6 th of April. 
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• ■ Tropps came to Sheikhupnra about the 19th, when arresta 

were made. 

In May, for abont 10 days every male inhabitant of Sheikhn- 
pnra was made to go the ^araolan', and detained therefrom morn- 
ing to evening. 

My brother, Barbara Singh and I were asked by the police 
and Jiwan Das to give evidence against arrested men, especially 
against Sirdar Ganhar Singh. We refused to do sq, where- 
upon threats were nsed. Next day my brother was sent to the 
lock-up, _ . II 

Some days later, I was sent for by Thanedar ' Ferox Di- 
said that if I paid Es. 500, ' my brother would ! be reale^j 
said he was innocent and could not possibly pay so much. I was 
told it was no question of inpiooence. I however did not pay. My 
brother was tried and sentepf^ed to years in two summary cases 
by Mr. A. G. Penny and fined* Two offences were alleged to have 
taken place at the same time and on the same day at two different 
places, the distance between them being miles. 

My brother s sentence has been reduced to six months. 
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The statement o/Nawab, son of Bira, age 42 pars, Buteher, 
Sheikhupura* 


I had been ordered along with others to go to the Thana on 
the evening of the l£th of April last. The Snb-Divisional 

^ Thakar Das 

then Moti Earn, then Karimnlla and then I were threatened! 
1 did noislanghteranygoatasall the shops were closed and as 
none wonld bny. I said that none had asked me to close it I 
was ahnsed and a revolver was bronght ont to threaten me. The 

people^^^*^*°*^^ empowered to hang the 

On the 19th of April the soldiers came here. I slanghiered 
one goat of the valne of Bs. 11. Of this, meat of only seven 
annas worth was sold and the rest was taken away by Snb- 
nspeetor B. Ah Mohammad with the help of English soldiers 
withont paying the price, although I demanded it. B. Ali 
o ammad threatened me and took away my bed sheet worth Ks. Z- 
0 wrap np the meat. When I again pressed Ali Mohammad for 
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■tte money and my bed sheet, he ahused tne. Daring the invoiti" 
gation I was pressed by Firoz Din, retired Sab-Inspector and ft. 
Jiwan Das to give evidence against Santokh Singh, Amar Singh 
and Atma Singh to the effect that they were the cause of the 
hartal, but I declined. 


497 


The statement of Mari Sing^h, son af Jawcthar Lal^ Afora, 
age 66 years, shopkeeper, Sheikkupura* 


At eight in the morning of the 19th of April, 1919, All 
Mohammad Thanedar, Jiwan Das Bhawa, and Nawab, a police 
sergeant came to my shop at Sheikhupnra which is opposite to the 
'Serai, and after abusing me required me to deliver all the Soda 
water bottles that I had. I gave 12 bottles and asked the price 
{inclnding the price of the bottles also). Reviling me they said 
I would not be paid anything, because it was Martial Law regime. 
"The price of 12 bottles is Rs. 7-8. After this Rai Sahib Sri Earn, 
Sub-Divisional Officer accompanied by the doctor of Sheikhupura^ 
Bawa Jiwan Das and some others, came to my shop and began 
to abuse me. My son Pratap Singh also was sitting at the 
time with me in the shop. They forcibly took me from mj shop 
opposite the Serai and led me inside the one which my son Pratap 
managed, and asked me to pay Rs. 5. On my saying I had not 
got the money with me, Rao Sahib Sri Ram abused me and 
would have to pay Rs. 10. I was thus compelled to pay 
Rs. 10 on that occasion. A large sum was realised as per list* 
We do not know to the present day what became of the money* 
On returning to my house, I found that another wrong was being 
perpetrated. It happend thus. 

All the female members and children of Sirdar Giiuhar 
Singh, Inspector of Police, were turned out of his house, which 
was then locked up and guarded by the police. Two hours later 
Sirdar Din Mohammad, the Naib Tehsildar, Bawa Jiwan Das^, m 
■certain Sergeant Kawab Din; and the policeman Hakim Din geiit for 
me and asked me to help them in searching the house of Inspeotor' 
Gauhar Singh. I refused to help, requesting them to carry out 
the search in presence of some relatives of the master of the 
house. At this Bawa Jiwan Das ' threatened that if the hottic 
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•were not Bearched within 2 hours they were empowered to set il 
on fire. Being ihtis coerced I had to yield. The search was 
condncted most carelessly. Most of the articles were either spoiled 
or broken. At first it was intimated by the Assistant Sahib that 
all the property inolnding cattle, crops, lands and shops had been 
confiscated and that this confiscation order was to remain in 
force until Sirdar Amar Singh, Sirdar Atma Singh and Sirdar 
Saniokh Singh presented themselTes before the authorities. It 
is howcTer to be regretted that although the Tery next day all 
the three above-named gentlemen duly reported themselves, the 
bouse remained locked up for fnll 7 days. All the children and 
the helpless ladies remained shut out without any bedding or 
other necessaries. When on 20th of April, 1919, Lala Sri Ram 
S. D. 0. instituted an enquiry to discover the persons who had 
organised the hartal and the distnrbances, the whole town was 
unanimous in saying that the hartal occurred spontaneously 
without pressure from any particular individual. On that 
occasion, Lala Sri Bam with a pistol in his hand, addressing the 
whole town (including us) said, ‘‘ I have already got respectable 
lawyers of your town and Sirdar Gauhar Singh and his sons, 
arrested. Now if you do not come forward as prosecution wit- 
nesses against them, you shall be subjected to the same treatment 
and disgraced/’ Baw’a Jiwan Das could do what he liked, for he 
could get Lala Sri Ram to arrest and disgrace anyone he had a 
mind. On this account many persons were arrested, although no 
charge could be possibly framed or prosecution started against 
them, and then were subsequently discharged without any investiga- 
tion. 

The next day, when I went to the baisar, Bawa Jiwan Das, 
Thakar Das Mehta, and Ear Bhagwan Das, Brahman bade me 
give evidence against the following persons: — Sirdar Singh, 
Sirdar Amar Singh, Sirdar Santokh Singh, and Parma Nand 
son of Kirpa Ram. I replied I knew nothing against any of them ; 
and as far as my knowledge went they were all perfectly innocent. 
I therefore refused to falsely implicate them. On this I was 
threatened that unless I consented to depose for the prosecution, 
my son Santokh Singh who is only 10 or 11 years old would be 
prosecuted. I however persisted in my refusal. Again Lala 
Devi Dayal, Court Inspector, said to me that I could be made 
to become a prosecution witness if I were subjected to som^: 
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corporal ptmishment. My reply was, “Even ifyon deprive me 

o! my life, I will not give false evidence.” At this Uawa 
Jiwan Das abased me much and snbjccted mg to hum i Hating 
treatment. I have been most unjustly oppressed and tyrannised 

o¥er by these people. 

40S 

The joint statement of (1) Qokal Chand, son of Jm Ranh'Tiffth- 
man, Shop-keeper, age 23 years and {2) Qowardlian Das, 
son of MadJia Kishen, Brahman, ■ SJwp-keejMfr age 20: : ■ 
years, both of 8h£ihh%ipmra» 

We were boUi witnesses tor the prosecution in thcj Jbiika 
case. We were called by Sirdar Kartar Siu^^di, Inspecf<ir of Police 
and were asked to give evidence against Parmariand, (fukil fliiarid, 
Atma Singh, Amar Singh, Mogi, Sundar, Darbara Siiigli, fiian 
Chand, Santokh Singh and Jaimal Singh. We said we knew 
nothing against those persons. On this, we wore asked to sit down 
and were then detained in the Baradari daring the night from 5 
or 6 p. m., though we had not taken oar food, when cal led togellicr. 
The Police Inspector threatened to implicate m if wc did not give 
evidence against the said persons. On oiir refining to do so, tie 
abused ns and called a constable and told him to make ns aland for 
one honr with onr hands lifted upwards. On oiir agreeing to give 
evidence we were allowed to sit. Again next morning on onr re- 
fusing to give evidence, we were abased and beaten. A statement 
had been prepared on which we made our thumb impres.sions. We 
iwgave evidence in the case first, before Rai Sahib Lala Sri Ram 
and then before Mr. Penny. 
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TJie staiement of Fateh Mohammad of Slmhhirfnira 

During the Martial Law days, I was troubled by the Sub- 
Inspector like many others and was pressed to give faLe evidence 
against the sons of Sirdar Ganhar Singh. 1 declined to do so, 
whereupon I was abused and threatened that if I did not give evi- 
dence, I too would be arrested and sent to the jail. He told me 
not to be afraid of those who were arrested as they would not 
return to their homes, and I might give evidence like many others. 
I said I knew nothing against them. 








Slieikhiipiira~No. 499 '500 & 



iijipISl 



’ ‘ four diays later I was again called to the Police Station and 

Wafe asked if I had prepared myself to give evidence against the 
eons of Sirdar Gauhar Singh and told I wonld be treated in the 
same manner as others had been, in case I refnsed to do so, but I 
would not forswear my religion by giving false evidence* 
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The statement of Lehna Singh, son of Sawan Mal^ Saggo^ Carpenter 
age S2 gearsy SheikJmpnra^ 

;i| t 

A month after the arrest of Sirdar Gauhar Singh and others, 
was called to the Baradari where Sirdar Kartar Singh, Inspector 
of Police, Piroz Din Thanedar, and llahant »Jiwan Das were 
also present. . They threatened me and said that I had given the 
instruments with which wireslhaAbeen cut to the accused persons, 
and that I also stood accused, hut would give evidence 

against the accused I would ’hot he dhallaned, I respectfully said 
that I had not given any such instruments, but became so terrified 
ihat I could not help agreeing to give false evidence. I got my 
^statement recorded as tutored by Piroz Din and Munshi Charan Das. 
After this 1 was produced before Rai Sahib Sri Bam, where out of 
fear I deposed what I had been tutored to do. I next gave my 
evidence before the Deputy Commissioner and the accused were 
convicted. I had seen none cutting the wire, nor instruments 
were given to any one by me. The statement which I made was 
absolutely false. It was through fear of the police that I told 
lies against the accused. I sincerely repent that I gave fal^e 
evidence against innocent people. 
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The statement of Balwant Sioghi ofJagat Singh Virk^ Zamindar^ 
age 26 years^ of mauza Virkan^ Thana Sheikhupura. 

Some days after the arrests of Sirdar Gauhar Singh and others 
Piroz Din sent for me at Thathi Balochan and asked me to givs 
false evidence against Gauhar Singh and others for cutting wires 
and promoting /lar^aZ. As I did not agree to give such evidence 
I was ordered to call Munshi Jiwan Das from his house. On my 
. going to his house, Jiwan Dajs said the Thanedar desired me to give 
ialse evidence against Sirdar Gauhar Singh and others. I refused 
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to give such false eTidence. On tWs they took me to the Than«lar 
and they both together again tried to peranadc me, bat to no 
purpose. Eyen after this, Mnnshi Jiwan Das and Birdar fratap 
Singh, when they came to my village, made every effort to tempt 

me, but they did not succeed# ^ 
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Tke statement of Qian Chand, petUion writer, age 31 gears, 
Sheikhupura* 

I was arrested on the 19th of April last without being told of 
the charge against me and taken handcuffed to Lahore with other 

men. I was kept in the Lahore Jail, where I had two or t}ir<3e tiin€« 
fits of apoplexy. I have been ■ suffering from this disease from my 
childhood and generally get these fits at inter vu Is of a week# 

I have got three sons and one daughter who have been bronglit 
ap simply on the income got from ray profession. I fiossess no other 
means. After suffering much hardship in the prison for a iiumili 
and a hsilf I was released. I was not given good food, ibongli I 
had deposited Rs. 20 with the authorities for that object. I have 
not been told of my offence even upto now. 
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The statement of Sardar Pritam Singh, Pleader, Sheikhupura. 

The only thing which occurred at Sheikhupura, during the 
recent disturbances in the Punjab, was the cutting of wires at iwd 
places and a little damage to the signal at the railway station, 
the night between the 14th and the 15th of April. The I4th of 
April .was the hartal day, and Martial Law was proclaimed on 
the evening of the 19th. 

The proclamation was read by the Sub-Divisional Officer, llai 
Sahib Sri Ram himself and, after the reading was over the people, 
were told by him that he had been invested with powers to shoot 
them, in case they repeated the hartal a second time. On this 
occasion he made a thrust at the chins of several old respectable 
people with the end of his stick. 

For about more than a week after the promulgation of the 
Martial Law, the students of the Local Primary School, their ages 
ranging between 5 and 11 years, were made to attend twice a day 

Maffstrltr'^'*'^* 
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Ahoui ihe mi April, a moTing cokmB of British and 
Indian soldiers mad^' a demonstration of strength of the Sirkar 
(Q-overnment), with" a number of Machine Guns and Motor Cars 
mounted with Several iron pieces were placed against a 

mound facing.^ie machine guns. After the machine guns had been 
worked, tb^^4ron pieces pierced with gun fire, were shown to the 
people, •^o had been made to see the tamasha by the order of the 
authorities, and they were told that those persons would be made 
' 'the targets of these very machines if they rebelled against the 
Sirkar again. This show of power, was, however, pieceeded by the 
reading of a prcclamation, issued by the Lieutenant Governor, 
wherein he had advised the people to co-operate with the Govern* ^ 
ment, in bringing about normal conditions. 

After finishing his work, another officer of the ilaqa (division) 
Mr. Bosworth Smigh joined the Deputy Commissioner, who was in 
charge of our part of the district and reached Sheikhupura on or 
about the 7th of May. He gathered together in the sun all the 
people of the place including other pleaders who had not been 
arrested. 

The pleaders were separated from the rest and made to stand 
in two rows, the front row consisting of those who had not 
joined the meeting of the 6th of April, and the back row 
consisting of those who had joined that meeting, but without 
taking any active part in it. Mr. Bosworth Smith then began 
his speech and he took the Indian pleaders as his text. He said, 
among other things, that the pleaders of India were a low class of 
people (kaminah) who agitated against the SMar and made 
the innocent zamindars their tools. He asked me personally as ^ 
to what my father was and where I had received my education. 
On being informed that I was the son of a school master and had 
had my education in the Forman Ohristain College at Lahore, he 
wondered how I could have at all taken to the agitation. Mr- 
Bosworth Smith went even so far as to call me a little worm 
in the presence of other pleaders. 

After he had done with the pleaders, Mr. Bosworth Smith 
made Sirdar Gohar Singh, a retired Inspector of Police, parade 
before the people barefooted and handcuffed in the sun. The 
Sahib told the people that Gohar Singh was a disloyal subject 
of the Government and that three of his sons had been sent to jail 
for their misdeeds. The Government would forfeit his pension 
and deport him to Burma. 
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He ihm advised the peopel generally. He said Ant they 
were all Suarhg^^ and Gandi Makhi,^^ He actoallj 
OB the ground^ saying, ^KjiM log^ gande log^ mh ek rang ka^ in at 
much as they had rebelled against' the Sirkar hy the olasliig 
of..' their' shops. He told them ' 'that they should never lisleti In 
the pleaders ■ who always . cheated them, but go lor advice tf> 
their Lambardars, Zaildars, Tahsildars and DcpnticH» 

About the 28 th of May, when Mr. Bos worth Smith wm 
staying In the E.aja^s Baradar, the people 0 ! ttic town, fxeef»t.ii:ig 
the leaders who had not gone to- the Baradari in spite oC the. call 
made by drum, were made to sweep a large part of l!i<^ garden* 
Even the most respectable people of the town were made, to do it* 
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The supplementary statement of the same witness (B(K 

Lala Sri Ram Sn,d sent his orderly to iny liorise on the l»l!i of 
April. On coming to the bassar, I learnt that oiiier pleatierg hfid 
already been sent tor ; one of whom, (1. Maya Rana, hail {iromiscMi 
to refrain from going to the meeting to be held that evening liiici 
that' Sirdar Bata Singh had been thre ate ned by the Snb-Di visiofiiit,.: 
OflScer without any effect being produced on him. 

I went to the Sub-Divisional .Officer's house along with Lftl»: 
Thakar Das.'. : and ., Sander Das, pleaders. The Siib-llivlslontl 
Officer told us that according to the. conditions o! our license we 
could'Bot take part in a seditious meeting, and he threatened 
us that if we would attend the .meeting of the 6 th, he would make 
a report against us and get our licenses- cancelled. We told him 
'■'that we would Join the meeting but., at the same time, assured him 
that would not go beyond the lawful, limits. On reconBidc’^ratioii 
Maya Ram. repented' and . he' sent through me a letter to the 
Sub-Divisional Officer, ' in which he expressed his inability to.. 

: abide by the promise he had made to him in the morning, as an ini*' 
proper use of ,his name had been made. In the evening the meefing 
.was 'attended by almost. all the adult' male population of ilm town. 

The, meeting was an orderly one and was reported to le gach 
,. . by "'the . authorities. ■ . 
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The stetement of Sirdar Jagat Singh, Pleade>\ Sheikhupum. 

It was probably on the 27th or the 28lh of May that Mr. 
Bosworth Smith sent for the people of the city at the Thana. 
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The pleaders also were ealledt All tW people were made to 
stand in. the son. The pleaders were formed in two rows. In one 
were those who attended the meeting on the 6th and in the other 
were those who had not attended it. Then Mr. Bosworth Smith 
addressed the people thus. What has come over yon all ? 
Why do you go to the pleaders ? They rob yon and trouble yon. 
Yon should rather go to your Lambardar and Zaildars. The 
pleaders of this country are mean. There are some exceptions 
among them. The pleaders of England are very good.” Then 
addressing Sirdar Pritam Sighh, he said, Your father who was a 
headmaster^ was a good man. What has become of 
got good education.’’ Then contemptuously called 
worm.” As long as the meeting lasted, the plead- 
standing. Two or three days after, he made the people do the 
work of sweepers in getting them to clean the garden. During 
/those days little chirdren were also ordered to attend the roll 
call. When the meeting near the Thana was over, Mr. Bosworth 
Smith pointing the people contemptuously spat three times on the 
ground. 

5oe 

The statement of Lala Harcbaran Das, Pleader^ Sheikhupura* 

I don’t remember the date on which Mr. Bosworth Smith 
called the people of Sheikhupura to the Thana. The pleaders 
were also sent for and all were made to stand. The pleaders 

were specially ordered to stand in the front and separate from 

the rest. Then he addressed the people thus, Pleaders 
mislead you. Do not go to them. Go to Tehsildars and 

other officers. Do as they ask you.” The pleaders had to 

stay till the end of the meeting which lasted for one hour or one 
and a half. He used objectionable language towards them. One 
day the whole town was caused to assemble and shown the 
result of machine gun firing on an iron sheet which was pierced 
and then some one told, I do not remember who, that if such 
things were done in future, they would be pierced like the 
iron sheet. Little children were ordered to attend the roll 
call at Baradar. One day as Mr. Bosworth Smith was 
ing my house at a time when I was in the court, some water 
happened to be poured down the spout, so he enquired as to 
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whose honse it was. Some one said it was mine. Whe«- 
npon he fined me five rupees which were paid to Eal Sahib 

Sri Ram. 
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The statement of Lala Thakar Das, son of Lala Ram Daf/al 8h'>h, 

' age 6S gears, Sketkhupura. 

On the morning of the 19th of April, 1919, to make arrests, 
troops were bronght by a special train and the village was suf'* 
ronnded by them. Some soldiers were let loose in the lanes. 
Throngh tear the people kept themselves indoors in closed houiies. 
In the evening all the adult population was called at the Police 
Station to hear the proclamation. I also went there. An officer 
proclaimed that Martial Law was promnlpated and that he 
had received the orders to hang the people also. He almsed 
many of the respectable people and thrust the lower end of his 
stick into the beards of grey beaded people. The previous night 
it had been proclaimed that all the male inhabitants aiiove the age 
of 10 years should present themselves in the Baradari garden for 
police investigation. Those who went were daily kept there from 
sunrise to sunset. The Baradari garden was so guarded by the police 
that none could go out even for taking meals and other necessaries. 
The result of these daily assemblages was that the shops reoaalaedf 
closed and the harvest was not gathered in. The Sub Divisional 
fc Ofiioer used to say all along that we had the harted of our own 
^*i^rd for one day only, but they had compelled us to keep it 
i for 14 days. The school boys were required to attend separately 
in the Baradari garden twice a day. These boys ranged from 
6 to 11 years. 

I atiended a meeting where people were caused to 
assemble by the officials to witness how the guns workcil and 
how powerful the Government was. Two or three persons 
showed the perforated plates to the people to make them 
understand that if they acted against the Government, they 
too would be dealt with by the guns as those plates had 
been. 

One day when the people were in the Baradari garden 
as usual, they were told to go home for their meals as the inves** 
was over. Suddenly at 1 p. m. the same day we were 
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again caused to assemble at the Baradari garden and were 
ordered to clear it of bricks, leayes, refuse etc. I was ordered 
to supervise the work o£ a certain gang. Mr. Smith wag present 
there at that time. 

On the 26th or 27th of May, 1919, all the male population 
was again called at the Thana and made to stand in rows in the 
snn for 2 or 3 hours. There Mr, Bosworth Smith abused and 
threatened them. He said ^^Suar Log^^ (Yon hogs) Oandi 
Mahhi^^ (dirty flies) etc., ^Hum suhli eh mngha hai^' (yon are 
all of one colour) and spat contemptonsly on the ground. He 
declared that we would have contributed towards the erection of a 
^^Toha Oak^^ (the place of repentance) and my share of the con* 
tribntion was to be Rs. 1,000. 

I am a respectable man and pay an income tax amounting to 
Rs. 65-1-8. 
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The statement of ^on of Adz Din^ tailor^ age 

32 ye (x^rs^ Skeikhupura. 

Two or three days after the arrests had been made at Sheikhupura, 
Ali Mohammad, Sub Inspector and Rai Sri Ram came to the bazar one 
morning at about 10 or 11 a. m. When they reached my shop, they en- 
quired of me as to who had got it closed, 1 replied none had done so to 
my knowledge ; everybody had done that of their own accord. Ha 
gave me two slaps on my left cheek and struck me on my left shiulder 
bone with his umbrella. He also abused me. 
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The statement o/Lakhmi Das of Sheikhupura^ 

A special subscription was realised from me and others on the 16th 
of Jeth, 1976 (Sw), by Bawa Jiwan Das and Rai Sahib Lala Sri Ram» 
Eo receipts were given for the sums thus realised. No government order 
was also shown in support of this realization and the object thereof^ 

A list of these subscriptions 

Rs^ 

Barkat Ram, son of Moti Ram, Bazaz, Sheikhupura 10 

Barkat Ram and Lai Ghand, Bazaz, Sheikhupura 10 

Lakhmi Das, son of Radha Krishna, Bazaz, Sheikhupura 10 
Labh Singh and Lai Singh of Sheikhupura ... 10 
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Jai Earn, son ofFathn Earn Brahman, Bheikhupuni 
Lai Chand, son of Mul Bingh, Bazaz, Sheihhnj'***'**’ 

Mangal Singh, formerly liquor vendor 

Amar Singh and Gohar Singh, Shopkeepers, 

proprietor Bhola Nath •*« ••• 

Saran Das Dalai ... ,,* ■■■ •.»* 

Pazal, Dyer ... ... .»• 

Eamji'DaSj' Dyer ■ . ^ ..r ... 

Jagan Nath Wanwala, osjsta Brahman 
Permananda, Brahman «*-** **• 

Moti Brim (Banker) **• «»« 

Labh Singh, s^n of Bawa Ban Singh 
Gyan Chand, s4i of Kirpa Uam, Shopkeeper 
Diwan Chand, son ol: liiuiha Krishna Knot <oh 
Barkat Kam, son of Hira Naud, Goldsmith 
Earn Eatan, son of Ilini Das llrahman 
Tilok Chand, son of Kanshi iiam .Malhotra oE Shelkii 
Partab Singh, son of: llari Singh 
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The statement of Hara Mai, son of Gmnak Dts, .Iro-'a, A<j>- 45 
Fruit-seller, Shcikkupnra, 

An armoured train arrived on l£)th of April and the village 
was snrronnded by the soldiers and the h'lnso of hirdar (iaohar 
Singh was placed under a guard. At that time I was in the lieM 
where I had sown 'kkiraz hkarhitzas’ I sent some one to iny ibop 
where my brother was working and from him learnt of th« stir and 
terror prevailing in the village on account of the troops. .My brother 
informed me that all the vegetable and fruits were cirric l by the 
rsoldiers. After some arrests were made, the tniiii loft. Then tbi! Ihoihw 
of Sirdar Gauhar Singh alone was searched. 

I had a field of ouions, kkiraz and khurkoMs nwar tin* i'niict' 
Station. All these vegetables were dug by the order of llie ullicer-i ;»»ii 

I was put to a loss ot Es. 200 or so. The looting iif tho ahop bv tltr 
soldiers put me to a loss ot Es. ICO. ' 

Mr. Bos worth Smith himself took nearly I of kkar6u:,u with 
out paying lor them. 
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Tke statement oj Jiwan Singh, confectioner, Sheikhnpura . 

^ The articles of food mentioned below were taken from my shop 
without payment in Martial Law days by the policemen of Sheikhupura 
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Police Station, Tie constables used to take these things for the nse of 
the Snb-Inspector and the Inspector of Police of Sheikhnpnra Thana 
(Police Station). Upto now 1 have not received the price of 

Names of things. Price 

1. 20 seers milk Rs. 5 

2 . DoJina (a brass milk'Can) ... „ 6 

S. Sugar 4 


Total Rs, 15 

I have still in possession a receipt of one rnpee 
price of sngar), signed by LalaKhnshaliRam, ****^®Sov6 

tioned police station. At the same time a big bray s^^^jontainin 
seers oi jalebi of the value of about Rs. 7 was taken forcibly from my 
shpp l^the men of the Qn^^j Perbe. J have neither been paid for the 
JakU nor received back 






The statement ofm&n Singh, son ofLakha Singh^ age 16 years^ Arora 
Gonfectioner^ Sheihkupura^ 

British and Gnrkba soldiers came to Sheikhnpnra on the 19 th of 
April, and commenced their zitlunis ” The Gnrkhas took away many 
things from my shop, the price of which amounted to Rs. 4 or 5. I 
tried to stop them from doing this, but they would not desist ; on the 
contrary they abused me. At that time Ali Mahammad, Sub-Inspector 
of Police of Sheikhupura came to my shop. He asked me for some 
sugar ; I enquired as to how much he wanted ; but instead of telling me 
that he began to threaten me and was ready even to beat me. Out of 
fear I gave him some sugar without charging for it, Munshi Parma 

Nand with two constables took away a very big dish full of curd. This 
was worth Rs, 2. 

The details of the articles taken by the British soldiers forcibly is 
as follows : — 


Things. 

Pakore 

Sweets ' 

Afakhan ,,, ,,, 

By Sub-Inspector of Sheikhnpnra Mistri 

Curd taken away forcibly by Munshi Parma Hand 


Price. 


Rs. 


1 

2 

1 

4-8 

2 
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Th statemrd of Sirdar Vasawa Sln«t». 

Singh, age 28 years, Zamindar and Pattidar, Sheikhapnm* 

I was onjaatly arrested along with Sirdar Gauhar SinK®* 

I remained in the look-np for 41 ‘if «; f f 

My fonr brothers were kept in the Baradan by Rii balilb Sr! Ram «d 

Sirdar Feroz Din. We have suffered a lot in the matter of oar crop. Wf 
arrests caused a blot on our good name. I and my brothers had oo^ 

mitred no crime. Our only fault was that we were on good term* wtt» 
Sirdi'^ Singh and carried on our onltivation jointly. The root 

cause'mH^g^’ mischief was Munshi Jiwan Das who bore ©amity 
towards Sb^'«n^*®iauhar Singh. ^ 
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The Supplementary statement of the same witness (JVik SIS). 

About 2i years ago we were subjected to much harrawment on 
account of rocrnitment. The Tehsildar and Snh Divisional Officer 
threatened ns that if we did not give recruits I and my fonr brotiton 
would be taken as conscripts. Similar threats were used tovmidi wy 
maternal nnole, Jbanda Singh, lAmbardar Chah 11 to make him provMe 
with recruits. 1 was going to provide one recruit named Karim, ftm 
of Allah Fima of Sheikbnpura % paying Bs> ^00, hut al my a»lem(dl 
uncle’s request 1 allowed him to give the sidd Karim on hk own 
for he was being worried every day. He farther told me titti Ui 
heard used to be pulled and be was thrwteaed that if be failedi to pro* 
I vide recruits he would be dismissed from the Lambardari* Wbea wre 
* Karim enlisted we paid him Rs. 40 oot of Re. 2U0, being poor. We 
could not procure the remaining Es. 160 at that time. On ihli 
the said recruit reported the matter to his Colonel The Colonel 
sent the application to the Deputy commissioner who handed it «iver to 
the Naib Tehsildar. The Naib Tehsildar sent for me and my nwternal 
uncle and told ns to pay the remaining Rs. 160. We jaiid through 
Sirdar Amar Smgh Es. 60 to the father of the recruit. We were 

exempted from paying the balance of Es. lUO. I have got with mo Iht 
receipt for Bs. 60 so paid. 
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The statement of Pirttam Da*, ton of Suta Mam, mk, age Si 
years, Shdkknpmam 

At the time Shdar Qauhar Singh and othew warn being aireelftd, 
1 was serving as a eoek Mumhi Kboshali Bam rmharrir, Sorgeaai ig 
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theTW. S* Gauhar Smgh and olien* were cUnar^i^ Lahore bnt 
Muslt kim bunder, Alhh Bux and others who were in the look-np, 
were i e|.t there and beaten and threatened erery day at 10 in the motZ 
JO!?, I’i5-.y asked to give false evidence against Sirdar Gauhar Sineh 
Am- u tgh Atma Singh and Santokh Singh. They were ierrorifed 
V a pis ol feeing placed against their heads. I am an eye-witness to tb^ 
hiots. Mtmshi Jiwan Das almost always joined the officers in sncfa 


lyallpur. 
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Th$ ttatem^ of Swpdar Sftnt 8in|fh, 5.4., lUB., Vakil, High CmtH, 

LyaUput^ 


I organizsd the District CoDgresa Coianaifte(* <it Lysilp*'*' on tli* 
30th of January, 1919. Lala Bodh Raj Vohra was elect«-d ih- Pr..* ) «t. 
myself, the Secretary and Dr. Satya Pal, the Treaanrer of Hi'- f'* a i . I , 


The first few meetings of the Conomlttee wereeniirelv c n “n. <’ "f» 

the constitution and organization of the OommitJe**. T J'C 

meeting organized by the Committee was held at M an* ! • • < t>*#, 

coal merchant’s house to protest against the int rod ncr > : i 4 of 

the Rowlatt Bills, The resolutions pass'sd wero ir. i ilj« 

Excellency the Governor General and the press. 


,Onthe2ador 3rd of April, another meeting of th^ f monuan wa* 
called to consider the advisability of poblishiag the message of 
Gandhi,a.ad of holding a mass meeting of the dtbeas of the town, !t 
was decided to hold publio meetings on the 5tb and the 6th of April, 
On the 3rd of April, 1, as Secretary of the Oommlttwe, wrote a letlar 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Lyalipar, asking his permisstoo to boM 
a meeting in the public garden. On the 4th, I was sent tW by' ihi 
Deputy Commissioner, Byallpur, and told In his oourt-rooin that be 
had permitted the use of the garden-grounds for the meetings of Ih* 5tb 
ahd the 6th. At the same time he gave me a written warning and told 
me that i— 

li No procession would be permitted. 

2* No inflamatory speeches should be made in the inoetinK* traim 
greasing the limits of the law. 


8. No shop-keepers should be coerced, or undue prer-surt* brrugbt 
upon them to suspend their business. If th»-u» w.ih any dis, 
turbance, no resistance should be made to tti.j pulie -, -vlipti 
dispersing the people. Incase of any distiirhioc, 
personally and my committee would be lo ld li; „} } 
prosecuted under section 143 I. P, C. 

On receipt of the warning, I summoned a meeting oi t.is Couut ,, 
on the evening of the 4th. The letter of the D^uty Oommiseiuu.t 'vas 
read to the members, and a reply was drafted to the effect that ttw 
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Oowmittee was prepawd to abide by tbs instmotions, but requested the 
Deputy Commissioner to issue instructions to tbe police to behave 
courteously towards the public. We guaranteed the maintenance of law 
and order in tbe meeting. 

In order to safeguard tbe members, it was decided that written 
speeches, which should already be passed by 8 lawyers acting as 
censors, be allowed to be read, and the members took upon themselves 
to see that no disturbance occurred in the meeting or in its vicinity. 
On the 5th, the public, some 5,000 strong, assembled in the garden, 
PrMeediugs of the meeting were quite orderly, and the 
quietly. On the 6th there was a complete 'hartal is. the town. The Deputy 
Oommissioner had been assured by the title-hunters that there would 
bo no Aurtol and very few people^ would oloM Shops. In the 
morning he went round the town alud found the bazars closed. Even 
the shops of thow; ‘^ons :^|pj:1b84^^amfed j,that hartal would not 
be successful were* entirely^closed, Ahis exasperated him, and he is 
said to have taunted such men in the open market. All the day long 
the police and the city fathers patrolled the town, and not a single 
instance of coercing the shop-keepers, or putting undue pressure upon 
them occurred. Two shop-keepers, one a Hindu Shatiat-seUer and the 
other a Mohamadan goldsmith, declined to suspend their business. 
Still no member of the public asked them to close their shops. The day 
passed ofiE quietly. In the evening, the second mass meeting was held. 
It was attended by the entire male population of the town, some 10,000 
strong. Besolntious were passed. The people were quite orderly and 
well-behaved. There was not the slightest disturbance, and the people 
dispersed quietly at about 8 p. m. So the two days passed off quietly. 
Tikka Rajindra Pal, dditional District Magistrate of Lyallpur, had 
been deputed hy the Deputy Commissioner to attend the meeting. 
This is what ;he said in his statement subsequently in the summary 
court m the case of Crown vs. Bodh EaJ and others. Describing the tone 
of the meeting he says, “Witness did not think the audience of the 
meetings of the 5th and 6th excited.” The people dispersed quietly 
and the whole thing ended peacefully. The town assumed its normal 
condition from the 7th. It continued in normal condition on the 8th 
9th, and lOtfa. On the 11th, the news of the arrest of Mahatma 
Gandhi began to filter in. On the 12th, the arrest was reported ia 
papers, and the news of the arrest and deportation of Drs. Satya Pal 
and Kitchlew disturbed the public mind, The horrible butchery of 
innocent men and children at Jalianwala Garden at Amritsar, and the 
Sringat Dahpre mob later on probably the 14th, created ^ 



of expitement in the town. Dr. Dina mae> to me W 9mmm 
of the 12th and asked, If people should be adtised to swpend Hjelr 
bnsiness. So did Lala Chint Bam. I considered the matte* ov&r to »f 
mind, and after disonssing the situation with them advised them to hot® 
no hattd. I told them that the situation at Lahore and Amritear Vtm 
assuming a very delicate shape. if once set on, would be wiy 

diflacult to put an end to. My snggestlon was adopted. Dr. Dina Nath and 
Chint Bam opposed this idea of hartal after our discufsion. Meantime, 
people came from Amritsar and Lahore and talked the matter over with 
the Mandi people. The 13th was a BaiadkU day. Hindus had to perform 
their religious ceremonies on the canal side. Naturally, they returned 
from the canal at about 10 a. m. Mohammadans came in the morning 
and found the Hindu shops closed. So they did not open their shops. 
When Hindus returned and found the Mohammadan shops closed, they 
were reluctant to open theirs. The result was a complete hartal on the 
13th. At about 8 a. m., Lala Anant Ram an Honorary Magistrate called 
me and Lala Bodh Raj to his shop in the Mandi. Others were already 
there. Ikram Ullah, Circle Inspector of Police, came up. We discuesed 
^he idtuation and decided that a meeting of the influential men of the 
town be convened at 12 noon the same day. The meeting was so held* 
Some 28 persons attended it The notice convening the meeting Wyui 
signed by Anant Bam, Bodb Baj Jand myself. The ditodeetAo 
about the hartal lasted for about 8 hours, when 'it was dedW ! 
that a public meeting be arranged, in. which resolutions be peiSed. 
protesting against the highhandedness of the authorities at Lahore 
and Amritsar and demanding an enquiry. This was expected to 
satisfy the people and bring the haxtti to a close. As Anant 
Ram and Ghulam Bari belonged to the, class who only survive 
in the official sunshine, they would not commit themselves to any 
course without consulting the Deputy Commissioner. It was decided 
that Anant Ram should see the Deputy Commissioner and get his per. 
mission to hold the meeting. He went there and returned after an 
hour with the message that the Deputy Commissioner would not permit 
the holding of any meeting. So the meeting dispersed without doing 
anything. The day after the I3th passed calmly without any distur- 
bance. In the evening, some riff-raffs of the town had got drnak. They 
got some boys together and went round the streets, shouting ‘ 
MuscHmariki jai, Mahairm QandAUei jai.* They paraded the streets. When 
they reached the Clock Tower, they found a milk-seller named Amira 
receiving milk from some villagers. The boys asked him not to sell 
the milk. He replied that they might djiinfc it, bat they refused the 
pfifer. Hot words were e^changel, a fharp temprated 
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man, got into temper and pimhed the milk jngs and spiit the milk It 
was nothing but a boyish freak. The police force was close by under a 
Sub-Inspector of Police. They did not consider it worth while to take 
notice of the affair. The boys dispersed quietly and no arrests were 
made. No assault took place. Nobody was injured. The additional 
District Magistrate, 8. E. Pal was there. Amira was snmmoned there. 
He said he did not identify any person. The matter was so trivial that 
no investigation was considered necessary at that time. I was told that 
boys had done this mischief. I at once weut to the Clock Tower and 
advised the boys to go home to their parents and sleep. They went 
home and nothing came out of it. In the morning. Dr. Deva told me he 
had written a letter to D. 0. that the last night’s affair wss ddbj 
selling of liquor to the people and requested him to authoriae the closing 
of the liquor shop, which the D. 0. did. The liquor shop was ordered 


t W pe mWiMi The best proof bf -^e fact that the incident was due to 




bance or any demonstration followed 


. > v#*, wujr j|tViX lUiiUWtitl* 

■ : . 14IH Amn.-Barly in the morning. I went to the Bazar to take 


*■, steps to end the Jiartal. I discussed the situation with the shop-keepers. 
^ • i. While we were discussing, word came that people were meeting in an ini 


formal manner at the shop of Shiv Narain Harkaran to discuss the sitna ■ 

H(\r\ T alnnof wif.li nfliAra wanf. f.Unwa - ..i. . . -v-i. 


tion. I along with others went there. Anant Ram came there too. People 
were dissatisfied with Anant Ram's conduct. It was openly alleged that 
Anant Ram was playing a doable game. He posed as a people’s man by 
advising them to continue the kartol till Government was made to feel 
that they had done a serious wrong to the people at Amritsar, while to 
the Deputy Commissioner he always went and said that the people were 
fools in persisting to keep the hartal and he was tring to end it. Anant 
Ram was openly charged with duplicity there and was asked to explain 
his condnct. He was forced to make a public admission that he was 

with the people and would act in the interests of the people. There 
upon,! got up and advised the people to resume their business. Others 
followed and it was tinanimously agreed that the shops should be open- 
ed. Even then, people said that Anant Ram should not go to the shop- 
keepers, and he was excluded. We went round, starting from the Kaisri 
gate, asking the shop-keepers to open their shops. The doors were 
unlocked and the shops opened. We had thus got 40 or 50 shops opened 

when news was brought that something had been reported about the 

girl students of the Kairon School, and the Sikhs wanted the harttd 
continue. Enquiries were made as to what had happened, and 

-Witement was getting tease. Then I proposed that nothing i^uldl. 







on a public roai and thalth# pcofit ibdiicl walfeiotolb® 
dharamsaU close by. Some two huodred people weal io* Fl'Oia Iht 
opposite door, Tikka Rdtjiudra Pal aud Pandit Har Klshan* E. A# 0.|SBid 
some police officers came into the Dlmram$alm^ T* R* Pal s®»i fof 
I went to him, fle handed me the entire number of the Olfil and 
Military Gazette and asked me to read the news of the of 

Mahatma Gandhi I read the news to the people^ translated it and 
advised them to end the haHalg as one of the causes for which it w»i 
due had thus d!sappeared<» At this tim0,Dr« Dina Hath shouted ibit Saul 
Singh was reading false news. On this, I was hooted by the mobt Hiikloi 
Mur Din came forward and pacified the public, saying, ^*Hindiis, Moham*** 
madans and Sikhs are one. There is absolutely no difference in theWi 
and daughters of the Sikhs are the daughters of the Hindus, a« well m 
of Mohammadane* It is a common cause. Before we go into the 
question, we must know what the real facts are* It will be a folly to do 
anything without ha¥ing heard from the persons concerned what had 
happened to the girls/’^ He added that I was right in what I had tali, 
and that they should listen to me and end the hartaL He too was criti 
down. Sirdar Parman Singh, pleaderi happened Heiwore 

that he was for the people and was m£ the same opinion as ' myself* But 
in order to avoid any individual responsibility he advised them lo 
choose their own representatives and abide by th#r decision about’' tbfi, 
hsHdi It was suggested there that Lala Siv Haraia^ prdin wopldj,;,!^ 
the best place for a public meeting, where the people should; elect their 
own mea tu decide the qaestion of TiaHdL After that^ 
and hartal continued. In the mean time, it is said, the D. 0, Bent for 
Iiid^.ShiT Narain and warned him of the conseqaenoes of permitMiltf. 
;!A ^meeting in his garden. He therefore declined the use of hi* 
garden for the meeting. Somehow, it was decided that aHmeeting 
would be held at IdgcJi at about 4-30. I saw the people going to the 
ligah, I went there too. Some 10,000 or 12,000 men gathered, 
BarogJut Ifar Din was considered to be the person who had permitted 
the meeting. He sent for me and told me that he had been warned 
juat then that he would be held responsible for any disturbance of thi 
peace. I assured him that there would be no disturbance. Peoid/a 
were quite orderly and peaceful, but he wanted me to act as Searpta^ 
for the meeting. At this time, the D. C. surrounded >the 
With cavalry and police. Manlvi ObuIam J^ri stepped %wai^ and made 
a vehement speech about the hartah His language was|^t graceful and 
was quite unsuitable to M,ca^qp. ^ He oaUed^^ the, ^ 

advisers fools and idiots, and II ^ ’i dW 

did not mean to listen 
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abused tbe public* The temper of the people cao best be Judged when, 
ill spite of such a gra?© provocatioo, they did not lose their heads and 
allowed Mauivi Qliulam Bari to leave the meeting quietly. Dr, Dina 
Nath cam© forward after 'Ghtikm Bari had finished and gave a very 
good advice to the people, saying that the public onght to be tolerant 
towards the persons who happened to hold opinions contrary to theirs. 
Then the proceedings of the meeting began;. Twenty gentlemen of the 
town were elected one by one and it was decided that there decision 
should aid the people. At this time, demand was made that the Kairon 
girls’ aflEair be discussed, and it was suggested that Master Sunder Blngh 
should be allowed to make a speech. I called for Master Supper 
and asked him whether what he intended to describe had been 
himself, or he had only heard the story from somebody. He replied, 
** I have not seen the affair myselfi but I believe: it to be a fact/ I 
suggested to the President to disallow him. The President disallowed 
him. The meeting dispersed quietly and the people went home. 
There was no disorder that day. After the twenty men were elected in 
the I^ah meeting, I at once issued a notice to them to meet at my 
office at 7-30 the object of settling the question of hartal 

immediately, Hhat, tf ;i0 next day the people may be requested to abide 
by the deciaiotnAnly ^^.3 men could be served the notice, who came, and 
an informal disousion A lasted till 11 p. m in the evening, and the 
meeting dispersed to again the next day at 8 a. m, at my place. 

ISfch Aram. — The representatives came at the appointed time at 8 a. m« 
As Dr. Kishan Siugh was very keen over the Kairon girls’ affair, he was 
asked to preside over the deliberations of the meeting. He adopted the 
policy of obstruction. He raised the objection that two of the repre* 
sentatives had not been served the notice—one, on account of his 
absence from the station, and the other, as h© refused to join the 
meeting, and hence the meeting could not do work till two other men 
were elected to replace them* Such a suggestion was absurd on the 
face of it After adong discussion it was ruled out of order. Even 
then, after wasting about 3 hours, he took the chair under protesti 
He was keen about the Kairon girls then. He gave out that it was 
not right for the persons in charge of the Idgah meeting to refuse the 
people an hearing on the Kairon girls. But, when Hakim Nur Din met 
him with the observation that the people would welcome another 
meeting next morning in the Bharamsda under his chairmanship, if he 
had strength of character to convene one, he became quiet and the 
proceedings commenced. The first matter taken up by the meeting was 
the question of the Kairon girl-students. As no reliable information 
;; 'bo oMainod si to the mitmt factSi it; ^ i^plttd ttiait ■ "Blint 
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Ram and’ Sardar Nidhan Singh be deputed to visit the village of 
Kaironand get a written statement of the Superintendent who was 
with the girls at the time of the occurrence, and further to record 
the statements of the girls, if willing to make them. After the receipt 
of this information, the question would be reconsidered. 

As to liaHcd, it was unanimously resolved that people should bo 
requested to resume their business immediately. Thirdly, it was unani* 
mously agreed that the public should meet for two hours every Ttumday 
alternately in the local mosque, Dharamsala and the terjiplo to pray to 
God to restore the relations between the rulers and the ruled to their 
normal state again. 

After passing these resolutions, eight copies were written down, and 
every one of them was signed by the seventeen members present at 
3-30 p. m. All marched right to the bazars of the town. The roaolu” 
tions were read to the public and one affixed on a conspioaous place 
in the bazar, Uptil then ( 4. p.m,), none of the members had taken their 
morning meals; so all went home. I went to _coiU‘t and attended to 
my professional work. Members of the Bar were ana+*'ns to hoar the 
result of our deliberations. I explained to them all ‘ ab facts. And 
K. B. Shaikh Abdul Qadir asked me whether the people had accepted 
our decision. I could not say anything and we both walked towards 
the town through Kutchery to the Clock Tower. On the way we saw the 
shops opened, and were met by the people who informed ns that the 
whole town had opened the shops after a short discussion, in which some 
people wanted to ignore the decision, but^the sensible portion of them 
insisted that the views of the men chosen by themselves should not be 
treated thus, 15th April passed off quietly, 

IdTH AHD 17th Apbil. — O n the 16th, the bazar opened and the 
business went on. An attempt was made by irresponsible persons to 
induce people to snspead their business again. But the attempt failed 
and the day passed off quietly. A similar attempt with similar result was 
made on the 17th, There was absolutely no sign of unrest or excite- 
ment on both these days. At night of the I7th, the Government Bhusa. 
caught fire, and the officials without any reason fell in panic. There 
was no mob on the 17th } no party of men was seen. This fire was 
most unlucky. 

18th Apbil.— A t about 5 p. m. in the evening, Dr. Kishan Singh 
sent for me and showed me a letter of the Deputy Commissioner, saying 
that twenty members pro£es|sed to, |>e toting for peace and order, 
enquiries were made as to the #ho. ^ad committed the act of 

; incendiarism^of the previous W tiie tv^enty members 
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to givu itim ilu* immos of all tliu pBraoiis who r-- - ^ 

in tiiH iuwii. Tho h^ttor wua most foolish iujthis that tin 
chu.s.,,! i<, deuido ahoat the AarM, and after giviu- ' 
ww* funalui »£kio . Secoudly, the tiro v 
•liHlurhium. iu the town. The only conduct of tlr 
'■..'W d™u.»l,a„». b= 0 . 11,1 , ri , 

t. iu*i have been open to objection, was to attempt to induce 
to go un hartal again uu the Itith and 17l 

fold Dr. Kishau 8iugh t< 

Mithorities might know that 
twenty men m«t again in 
the ciranmBtances 

twenty were f 

town ami that they knew of i 

not know who ooinmltfced the ! ' ■ ■ _ . 

ftbsolately no excitement ia the town which 


were creating disturbance 
.--~u twenty men were 
g their decision they 
was accidental and there was no 

.,jc people, which could 

some 
the people 

li. 1 hough 1 held this opinion, I 
.0 convene a meeting of the twenty, so that the 
■ ' -1 wo were willing to co-operate with them.Tha 
my office, and the only reply possible under 
was sent to the Deputy Oommiseioner, tIx , that the 
for peace and order, and there was no disturbance in the 
- none who was creating it, and that they did 

j aQt oE iaoendiarismr Ohili’ilSth, there was 

1 was in its normal condition. 

l9Tfi, SOfH and SIbt ApbUi.— O a these dates there was no excite- 
menc, and the people want about their business as usual, though the 
news from Lahore, Amritsar and Gnjranwala was disquieting and the 
people talked of the attZuTu that the officials were perpetrating on the 
defenceless and unarmed resident* of those places. This feeling was 
more of a pity and sympathy than of active hostility. 

22nd APRir,.-This was a rad letter day for Lyallpur, At about % 
in the morning, while I was in my night dress, I heard a knock at my 
door. 1 opened the door, thinking that as the courts were open that day 
after Easter vacation, some anxious client had called earlier. To my 
surprise I found the Saperiatendeut of Police with half a dozen police- 
men stepping into my room. Heat once told me that I was under arrest' 

I said, “All right”. The Saperiatendeut of Police then said “Will 
you walk out." I replied, “ I am bare-headed and have no payjlma on- 
let me dress mysslf.^The Superintendent of Police then said “You 
need not j you walk out as you are.” I became indignant at such trade 
treatment and told him that I was going to dress in spite of his orders 
to the contrary.. He became quiet and I dressed t 


impression that the authorities prohahly'wantfi to iltfcifl «•# W# wm 
taken to the Clock Tower and made to ait on floor la the pitiiiwi of ill 
the town till 8 a, rm, when the arrests ware complete* Thoa wn wtr# 
stirromided by the military and the police, and wars mftfohed to tbf |^l 
^ In a long procession with fiied bayonets and drawn Bwordi* Till ll©ai 
we did not know why we were arrested and with what oflftiioi wi bad 
' : been charged. On onr arri?al in thejail, the Deputy Oommitsioiitr aai 
' the Saperiiitendent of ' Police; retired in- a room, and they left Ihci Jill 
V' after half an hour. We'were then informed that wa had, been ohnrgaci 
with an offence under section 143, (being members of im iiilawfial 

assembly). The offence is a ■ bailable one. We at oiica strit word lo 
oiir leaders to apply for bail,' The application was .rejactad. ( A copy of 
the order is attached herewith. ) The ordar pasted is wholly^illogal «id 
unwarranted. This shows that an execnti'i^e oflcer, who coinblnei th# 
judioiai fniictio'ns with his office, can go to any length of absurdity and 
overrule the most express provisions of the law of the land. We cCHilcI 
not move the High Oonrt, as no person could go to Lahore on accotinf of 
restrictions on railway travels. So we had to rot in jail. An iipplica* 
tion was made the same day that we shonld be allowed the use of oar 
beddings and private food. Beddings were allowetl, but food was noli 
though the jail manual provides that uuderdrial prisoners can claim 
their own food as of right. We were ,to be produced before the Diitriot 
Magistrate on the 2nd of May* 

2i?n May to 17th: Mat.~W 0 ware brought from our place indhe 
jail to the DeorL The Sub-tospector in charge of f oUce force waiitiid 
to handcuff us. We pointed him out the risk ha Was running in hand*' 

, cuffing us, for the circulars of the Chief Court were clear ta regards 
liilhandcuffing the under-trtal prisoner (vide Police Order No. 861, 15th 
June of 1208). The poor man went to the police lines and aonsulted 
the Court Inspector, who in his turn cycled to the Deputy Oommisgioneri 
But the Deputy Commissioner insisted that we ahould be brought In 
handcuffs, so we were marched on foot in handcuffs in the ga*6 of 
the crowd. I have omitted to mention that Martial Law wm 

declared in LyaMpur two day after our arrest. Ail the way from 
Lyailpur Jail to the court was lined by police constables, when w« : 
were marched to court No member of the public was permitted to bid ] 
us good day or salute us. When we appeared before the ' District j 
Magistrate, we told him that he was mistaken about us 'and we I 
wanted to explain the whole situation to him If he could see us some 
time la Jail. He consented and we were led back to jail, for the police : 
lad not completed their lnTes|ig^Moht'‘liIl''lh®A}:aid i4^agte<| a reipagil 



fn tJiolJfiP«ty;OommiHsionoraia come 

luv"r mT r »'«««• We 

}!.mimi4llfl,.,!iw{s narratea above a,ul we vepoatedly asked him 

th 1“''^ wif,!! the exception of 

Uuu nial, wo wor«> responsible for the consoqnences (!,at foliowed the 

ro esoo thnmmisat Amritsar and Lahore and Gnjrauwak. How 
eonld It posB,bIy bo connected with onr meeting of tho 5th and fith 

rltl JA'>«^-«rmentione<Hhat day, in spit„ „f o„r repeated 

yumtH to explain the charge against na, that any one of na waa guilty 
spisadmg false nimonra or miarepreaenting the provisions of the 

aw known ae Rowlatt Act, though the investigation had already lasted 
tor a fortnight. 

Previous to it. probably the Srd May, my statement was recorded 
by a Police Inspector. It took 7 hours. Dnrine this Innw nAvInrl vf 


XU mj mmrnmt,! was ne?er ask©d-4o explain siicli a 

Charge, for the simple reason that till then no evidence of this nature 
had been recorded. I have materials to prove that police diaries as now 
produced are most suspicious, and could have been prepared after the 12th 
of May last. We remained in the lock-up till the 2nd of June, when the 
complaint under rule 25 of Indian Defence Act was lodged in court 
against us. The charge was read out to us. We asked for the inspection 
of the record. It is the right of the accused to know which witnw 
would be used against him and what they would depose. The presiding 
officer, one Mr. A. L. Hoyle, declined to grant us the inspection of 
the record on the ground that he had been informed that one man ' 
another case had been convicted of tampering with the prosecution 
witnesses (an offence unknown to the Penal Laws of India), and hence 
the name* of the prosecution witnesses could not be disclosed He 
betrayed his ignorance about the duties of a magistrate to" be implrtial^ 
when he remarked further that he had consulted the Deputy Com’ 
missioner and the Superintendent of Police (our prosecutors) and they 
were both of opinion that prosecution witnesses should not be disclosed 
to the defence. When we asked him how we would be able to orose 
examine the witnesses and how we would confront them with any 
document in cross-examination, unless we knew their,’ names and ot 
copies or secured originals to meet them, we were m*et with a most 
funny suggestion that we might make a list of all our possible enemies 
^t Lpllpur and secure all possible documents, and if any of our 
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possible enemies came in the witness box, we mi#t eriwi^iawine 
him with the material in onr possession. The contrsBt ii brooi^lit 
into a strong relief, wiion you know that we were forced to di«o!«» 
the names of our defence witnesses. It clearly indicates that proiwo- 
tioa witnesses, wi th all the police power at (he back of the prose- 
cution, could be tampered with by persons who were detained in 
jail, and the defence witnesses would not be tampered by the police. 
However, it clearly demonstrated that the solemn oat li, , which tin* 
magistrate read before resuming the hearing of thn case, was merely 
formal and he was merely commissioned to convict. The prosecution 
could not risk even the possibility of acquittal or mooting charges. To 
resume my narrative), after much discussion the majp&trato was forced 
to give us the understaEdiag that he would disclose names, 24 hours 
before taking up the case. It must bo said to his credit tliaf Im dfclincii 
at the last moment. The ease was'taken upon the Oth .T une. Tiiirty sk 
witnesses were examined on behalf of the prosecution and l.W namea 
were sobmitted by the defence. Sixty defence witneasca ha*! been 
examined, when to our good luck Martial Law was withdrawn. We 
knew the attitude of the magistrate and at once applied for time being 
granted to us to move the High Court for transferring our ease to another 
district. We detailed ail onr grievances in the grounds for transfer. 
But Martial Law had affected even the highest tribunal, and the High 
Court missed an unique opportunity of winning tho confidence of the 
public by dismissing onr application for transfer. The case was again . 
taken up on the 16th, and the same hostile attitude governed the aotloafl 
of the presiding magistrate. He was now trying us as a magistratei, 
1st class. The case being a warrant case, he was bound to proceed 
according to the procedure prescribed in the Criminal Procedure Code. 
'fWe raised the objection as to misjoinder of persons as well as charge, 
which was overruled. We asked him to frame charges against us, 
which he declined. When we asked him to grant us time to inspect 
the record and obtain copies of the deposition of the witnesses, we 
met with a strange reply (copies of these orders are appended here- 
with for reference). We asked him to postpone the ease for a few 
days to prepare for the cross-examination of the witnesses and to 
engage counsel, but he proceeded to hear the case ^immediately 
and issued summonses for the prosecution witnesses, falthough 
16th June was not meant for recording the evidence of the pro- 
secution witnesses. The ordinary rights of the accused, granted even 
to a murderer, forger, ravisher, were denied to us, who were merely 
charged with a political offence. It wire hopeless to argUe with the 
]l|agi 3 trate and we declined to progee^ wltS the case. Thereupon 
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frotn jad, hut mu myimt was refuaed. In the bornina ann of T„! ^ 

mareh.d foUored ami handcuffed to the Railway station wi A iTbnldir# 
waarmg apparel on oar ahouldere. Wa reached Lahore, blLtog S b« 
h«rfulmind.andergoing all these sufferings quietly, onr owi 
hems our innocence. We war«. *k. ™.uiI -I L. . 


* , . — rnuammgm qiiietlj* our ohM mneoUf' 

bmsourrnnooence. Wa were, and the public reirdsd us 
()f an unjust panic. When Mr iRr«„u tu- ..■■• . 


U . . — o--'-'..* w, Uia viosirw 

A V* ‘"T"" Hoyle, the presiding msgisfrate pro- 

t^rt. T '° ‘ 

iilOlCI Mlplii I WOIldor wlio IM 11% ♦lire* itTt 
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Mold hi», “ I wonder ^ho is a loaer in this game. Whether I who 
haw l(»t lay liberty the British nation which hal lost 

ite reputation for doing justice." The remark went straight to his heart- 

Pis IS, and was, Iknow that I was right and <hA 

bureaucracy were wronfif. Thn Tn/lmn " 


, ,ucu. iiaow luai 1 was right and thn 

bureaucray were wrong. The Indian public, including the massis hare 
been struck dumb with the atrocities perpetrated during Martial Law regime 
and wonder if Germany could beat the Martial Law administration. 

. . T . T' r,™. ■ . _ 


OEurEAL Jail Lahobr. — The treatment here was very harsh. We wArn 

iiari Koffiaw t!'l"»A,vk Tir -i . .. OaO 


Muiu was very narsQ ' W^ 

treated no better than ordinary felons. We slept on bare grass floor in the 
tent in the company of the lowest class of criminals, with a chain passing 
round through iron rings, attfteb Ad tn mil- 1 .. .-a ■< ... . ' “ 


1 „ 7 . . r 7 witn a chain passing 

round through iron rings, attached to our legs. Food was badly cooked the 
vegetable was as good as grass. Both w^rA .. 

■ ■■ ■ A ■■ ■ I* ■. t ^ 








Both were uneatable. There was very little 
,w. c.. ypener for us to find that British administra 

lion could treat its political prisoners with such cslousness, -political 
prisoners who jhad ;not committed any act of violence, but were charged 
merely withspreading alarming remours and misrepresenting the provisions 
of m mispopiilar Act . , , 

The appellate court accepted our appeal, holding the trial as illegal and 

wa were released on the 23rd of July at 4 p m wIiaa 7 

i, .u- ,• ,, , ^ ‘ we wererearreated. 

though this time we were allowed out on bail. 

As a matter of fact, the appellate court issued warrants of release and 
sentthe record to the District Magistrate to take such action as he mav 


necessary. Thereafter, the District Magistrate issued 
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July. When w<j appeared, we were iuJorntei that the paperw relatbig to tb« 
case had beea auhmittad to the local Governmeat, that the hiual iiov«M»'eeai 
was expected to take an impartial and just view of the case, it had just then 
realised that we were quite innocent of the charges and vvaa going to refuse 
the necessary sanction. We therefore started our practioe. Hooti after, m 
were sent for by the District Magistrate and informoi that we, being sli!! 
under-trial men, were guilty of improper fxiadact by rraiiming our priwtice 
and were requhed to abstain from it. Though the warniiig wan cmchfid 
in advice form, still it was an unconcealed warning that to start our 
practice memt the oincellation of our bail-bonds. We tli*>rt‘furo gave in 
and stopped our work. 

On the Ist of October, 1919, non-bailabie warrants wt’ro owiieil and we 
were arrested and put into the police look-up for oaa night, tVo were 
subjected to the indignity of being made to sleep in a dii ty UKim nn dirty 
mattings on the floor; our request to send as to the judicial lock-up in the 
jail was disregarded. On the 2nd we wore sent to tlio jail, ami our bail 
application was rejected. I may mention here tbatoriginuliy lim dato fixed 
for our appearance before the District Magistrate was in October, there mm 
absolntely no sense or justification in sending us, 3 pleaders, out of 12 
accused, to the jail before the due date of the cose. However, we were safely 
lodged in the lock-up. We were brought to the court before the Diutrict 
Magistrate in handcufla, notwithstanding our protests. Oar men there 
telegraphed to His Honour protesting against the treatment of the Dbt]$et 
Magistrate. Thereupon, the District Magistrate ordered after much heettethsi 
that, if the police were prepared to accept the raiponsibility, the bandou^ 
ehould not be used. Thereupon the Superintentendent of Police took omr 
^yrad of honour that we Would not attempt an escape and our handcuffs 
were removed. 

We were arrested because we are politically minded. 

(а) I have been told, and I rely upon the sincerity of my informer, 
though 1 am bound not to disclose his name, that at the time when ariesto 
were being contemplated, soma police ofiScials told the Deputy Commissioner 
and the Superintendent of Police that there was neither a confidential nor a 
police station report against us, rather the C. I, D. reporte were favouiral^ 
to our activities. But both of them ruled this questiou out of order, saying 
that we were politically minded men and had organised the District (3ongt«w8 
Committee and had awakened political sense in the people. 

(б) I myself suspect that this attitude of the local authoriries was due 

to confidential instructions received from the ^ea lioatenant-Gof eraor, Sir 
Michael O’Dwyer, to arrest ah wto |r«re .poiith*,^ ^ . 

(e) I was asked to speak oritioising 
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liflounislmlioa of ilie Qomtmf/Mxd IjIs atlitide towards llie 

rifoi'iit* i wiM4 tkfrefore a special object of His HoBour’i diapleasuret 
cl the Aarl-al.**— 

(fl) Tlio pAseiiig of tbe llowlalt Act ia opposition to firm non-ollicia! 
Oppciiilioii ga¥0 rise to an alarm* in Ibe public iniiitb ! nieaii lli6 
miad of llio ojasses at large^ tliafc llicir leaders were treatod willi coa* 
kmipt by tie aiilliorifiea. Tlie profisioiis of the Eowiatt Act may or maj 
net ba known to tlm masses. Bnl the fact that all Indians, irrespective of 
their ciite iiid politics, had opposed it in the Imperial Omincil was sufficient 
lor them to know that the measure was abnoxions. The cliarg© that the 
pfo?i8ioiis of the Act were growlj misrepresented to the masses was msmu- 
faclnred later on by AngWndians to explain the success of the hartah 
The beet proof of its fabrication lies in thismo police or 0* I. D. inen- 
lioned this fact of misrepresentation , on or about the 4th of April and before 
the 16th. The day when the _ first article appeared in the Government 
Mlitary Qaxelte at Lyallpur» I challenged Mr. Hoyle and the^poHce to produce 
any report of even the 0. !• D., mentioning the foci off misrepreBentation by 
any member of the Lyallpur District Congress Committee. 

{h) The masses have faith in their leaders, and the bureaucraey^s claim 
that they are regarded as protectors of their interests by the maseea in pre® 

: own educated, ' kith and kin, received a rude shock, when 

people of all creeds joined in the suspension of their buainesB at the call of 
' ■■ their leaders.' I know that men who had gone and assured the^ D* G.' that 
the kaHal would not be successful had themselves secretly advised their 
■ '. men to observe it. Even the members of the police fore© were no exception 


(e) The masses had been treated Vith great harshness during the war 
period specially, and generally during the period of Sir Michael O^Dwyer^s 
^vernment* and they found an opportunity to demonslrate it to the woied 
that they were dissatisfied with their present lot® 

(d) War Loan was forcibly levied in this District, Title hunters 
exacted war loan from the masses in order to win honour for themselves*^ 
Es. 33 per square were forcibly ImmAenmam, No exception was made* 
Evan an adjudged bankrupt had to pay it* The history of this levy is 
interesting® It was proposed that every square holder should be made to 
give Is. 33| the value of one acre of land, to the Government. No square 
holder was consulted. The proposal came from 2 tille hunteiB. It was 
accepted by the local authorities, but was modified by the Local Government* 

• In plac© cf giftj the Local Government took it as a loan, the interest going 
’ '' "to the ' improvement of the village, and not to the individuiJ i^ontributow# 
Htfo-m- Singh of Ohak No. 26 G. S* was prosecuted for w c&nct, ,whw hi 




Magistralea refused bail aai. seat 


:g to offar kimself as a recruit- 


th© admiuiatratiott of criiaiatl justice beiag mad© more siriage 1 1 Criini rnti 
admkistratioa,' lias deteriorated. A ■ comparison of acqiiittairt in 


little anxiety to liae autbonties wm the ire that had destroyed iht (lottr®* 
meat hJmsa. Fortunately for Lyallpur,. the District Magistrate caaio to tht 


His conclusion ciesrly pointed out that the ire was rather acoidentaL 

Under these ckcunsslances Martial Law was hardly Justifiable* And 
io‘ continue it for a period of ode month and 18 days (24th April to lOlti 
June) was nothing short of tymuny. ' During this period nobody*© liberty or 
property was safe: Liberty in so far that the policemen could kef p a maB 
of any status or position of life detained for any period^ without entering tht- 
faul of detention in any register: Properly in so far that policemau^s demand 


feetweeu^ throne .and, funeral pier;,,.,, $h© former indicated that apeisonwh# 
consented to give ©Tidence as dictated by the police could remain at hom#, 
enjoying liberty; the latter^ look*up and oonviction. Many were brave enongli 
to accept the lattefi and we at© grateful Jto them for sacrificing themsdves 
iorua They were charged Iwito rioting. and closing shops , forcibly ani 
convicted^ to various terms of impdpnmmit. ■ 




450 


Lyallpur-— No. 616 & 517. 


Efeii Eaglishmau lost tbeir character. They helped the fabricatioE of 
endence. My agent was convicted, because he declined to be disloyal to mo 
and perjurd himself against me. We all were approached to turn approvarEk 
Wa ware threatened with death penalties and confiscation ^of properties, but 
thanks to the Qiver of Strength, we all stood very firm and refused to perjure 
ourselves. In one case, the Superintendent of Police himself asked an 
accused to relate the story as would be told him .by thej police. In another 
ease, the Deputy Commissioner 'sent two co-religionists of the accused to 
turn him an approver. Such a fall on the part of Europeans wa® 
unimaginable before the Martial Law regime* It has shaken the credit of aa 
Englishman in the Punjab. 


Tli0 statemenJt of Lala Bodh Raj, Bhora^ pUaderf Lj/allpuTa 


I am a pleader and legal practitioner of 22 years’ standing and hav@ 

^een practising at Lyallpor since the beginning, 1 am President of the 
District Congress Committee, Lyallpur. I am a Director of Punjab Natieiial 
Bank Ltd., at Lyallpur. I am the Vic0»C9iairmatt of Dhaapat Mai A, S> 

High School. 

It was proposed by the D. C. Committee to hold a public meeting for 
the expression of disapproval of aad protest against the Rowlatt Act, and to 
explain the message of Mahatma Gandhi to observe the 6th of April as a day 
of Humiliation and to ^suspend business. The permission of Mr. P, De 
Mountworancy, the District Magistrate of Lyallpur, was obtained for holding 
the public meeting in the King’s Garden. On the 5th of April, the public 
meeting was held and I presided over it. The speeches delivered had 
been written before hand, and were examined by me* I satisfied myself as 
to the moderation and legality of those speeches. The meeting passed 
-ofi quietly and successfully. On the 6th, again, another meeting was held in 
the same place, at which^ resolutions were passed, expressing disapproval of 
the Act and praying His Majesty the King-Emperor to veto that law, and 
further, lequestiog His Excellency the Governor General of India to appoint a 
commission to enquire about the disturbances at Delhi. This meeting also 
passed ofi successfullyJt is a*fact that.ih consequence of the message of Mm* 
hatma Gandhi, who is held in universal respect^throughoul India, there wm 
complete suspension:' of business on that day. It was spontaneous, and persusu 
eion or pressure was not used by any oae. From the 7th to the 13 th morning^ 
normal condition prevailed throughout. Ou the morning of the 13tb^,.;S3i 
consequence of tbe news of the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi which had ’ ’ 
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tiu principal atationa of the Ponjab, the people apontaaeoasly roafeaded bow- 

They closed their shops. As it happened to be id>e Behakhi Day (a gtmt 
Hindu Annual festiral) the whole Hindu population had gone to baito (Mi th» 
Canal in the morning, and found on their return that the shops were bekf 
closed ; they also followed suit. It must be stated that neither at Lyallpurt 
nor in the interior of the Mstrict, did any disturbance of any kind take place# 
excepting the breaking of an insulator by some miscreant at a distance ef 
5 miles from Lyallpnri Some boys, indading school boys, were punidied for 
that (but they are generally beliered to be innoceht). 

The hartal continued till 2 p. m. on the 15&, when the ahopa reopened 
and normal condition began to reappear. On the 17th, as the misfortune 
would have it, hay belonging to Government and in charge of a contractor 
accidentally caught fire from a spark from one of the neighbouring ginning 
factory chimneys. The enquiries made into the cause of the fire resulted in 
the finding that it was an accident, not mischief. This can be verified from the 
report of Mr. Mountworancy, District Oflioer, to the Local Government in 
the proceedings under section 15 A of the Police Act { Act 5 of 1801 ), 
disallowing the dsim of the Government against the citizens of Lyallpur for 
GompenBation. 

iffl[From the above, it is evident, that there was really no jnstificatioa for 
introduction of “Martial Law” in the Lyallpur District. I forgot to nwntioa 
that somewhere near Tobha Tek Singh, which is soma 40 miles or more fHWB 
Lyallpnr, some miscreants had done tome damage to the Railway, but Mr* 
Mountworancy admitted that this incident had no connection with agitation 
at Lyallpur. Martial Law was introducad on the 24th of April 

' Two days before the introduction of Martial Law — i. tha 22nd April ^ 
I was arrested along with two other pleaders and 9 other respectable dtizens 
of lyallpur. The way in which the arrests were made ought to be placed, 
before the Committee, and it is as follows 

The whole city of Lyallpur was surrounded by military and polios 
nocompanied by guns and machine guns, fixed bayonets and all kinds of 
miUtary and police display. 

Each of the 12 gentlemen was arrested with a similar display and tafci» 
to the dedk Tower. The underlying object was to humOiate and disgraob 
those who had taken part in the meetings of the Sthjmd the 6th, though fo 
perfectly legitimate and constitutional manner, and with the petmii^att of 
the Deputy Ooxnmiationer. From the Obok Towmr, all the IS gwatietnetw were 
maardied ofi surrminded by militny and poBn and , taksns to the jaS with tltoi 
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Mlesl ikphj of militefy streEgtk The cmons pBxt of the episode ie, thil 
■M m time from Ihe lime of arrest were we toM m to what offences we were 
arreitfd for* la the jail w© learnt from the date-slips that all of as were 
-eharged on aoaoiint of Ih© formation of aa malawfnl assembly ( under section 
143 I, P, C.% wd therenpoi?i I desired my relatiir^ to apply for bail,. wMch 
'they did oa behalf of three lawyers accased. The application for bafl was i»|€» - 
ted on Ihe gronnd* that it was nnder contemplation that some ierions charge 
■or charges shonld he fastened upon ns. All of ns remained in the jail as 
nnder-trial prisoners until the 16th of June or so, when Mr. Hoyle convicted 
ns tinder the Defence of India Act 25, for circulating fake rnmouts, and 
'©entenced me to four years* rigorous imprisonment and also to pay a 
Es. 100 under P. 0. 5-6,143/ On the 24th of June, we weMsent^^^^A 
-Lahore Central Jail as convicts, . v ’ ’ ' '' ' ' ' ' 

%4, . TeEATMEHT. /v ' • 

- The treatment of all of M from the date of arrest till the end of trial can 
be briefiy summarised thus; — ? 

(a) As a rule, we were handcuffed with iron chains like common 
prisoners frcm the jail to the town and hack, notwithstaiding our protest to 
the contrary, 

(i) Although, under the jail rules, under-trial prisoners are entitled to 
have the?r own food from their houses, or at tlieir expeoee in the jails, our 
prayers to the District Magistrate fell on deaf ears, and were peremptorily 
rejectf d with a taunt, that when at the suggestion of Mahatma Gandhi we 
could observe fast, we should be satisfied with jail food. 

: (iff) - During Ihe trial, the trying Magistrate, Mr. Hoyle, kept us standing 
from 10 a. m. to 7 p. m., and . when ■ a request -was made . to him for ■ some ■ 
’refreshment at our own expense, the first day heallowrd it, but, subsequently » 
he disallowed it with a remark that we were not entitled to it, 

(d) Mr« Hoyle ©ntirely refused to allow us the inspection of record 
before or after Ihe commencement of proceedings, so much so, that we were 
. entirely kept in the dark as to the charges against us^ and to the evidence 

■ wMch the prosecution propoeed to produce against us The only reasonable 

■ inference deducible therefrom is, that ■ Mr.' " Hoyle, the- trying magistrate, »» 
.well , as the prosecution, deliberately hampered the accused in making a 
proper defence. 

(e) ■ Mr. Hoyle, when asked , what were the charges against us, mud' 
•^Tou must know your charge; you created disturbances in the PitB|ab/^'’''- 
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(/) Althongli the offeuee unim BP^thn 143 wm biiltlil#, wi wmm ^ 
■allowed to be eel free on forBishing ressouable bwi 

(g) It was not until the 2od of J iiBejl9l9| that Mr# 
s frashfcomplaial against all the 12 [accnaed, who wera baing tried 
aeotion 14S I, P* C, only, and charged ns with ofienee nadar Enla 2S «# 
the Defence of India Act for spreading false tnmonra* 

(i^) ■ Mr. Hoyle ai the cominencemanl of proceedings against iii| wife" 
■'witbslanding that the icBpeotion of record was dieallowedi and obar^p® 
were not slated, and the prosecution evidence not disclosed^ compelled and 

■ forced ns to name the Defence witnesses, obvionsly, with a pnrpow, IhsI tibi 
unsornpiilons police employed in the proceedings' may have an opportini^ 
of threatening them and compelling them to desist from giving tewi 
evidence. The result was that some of the defenca witaesiesi ulliiwi'ldif 
withheld truth. 

(i} ' On the 24th of June, we were translerired to Lahore Central 'JiSf 
handeuffed and with chains, with fetters on the feel, and with heii^ i»wi 
bars on the legs from which I bled ; and, although it was diiScull for us It 
do so, we 'Were made to walk from jail to the Railway statioUf which » m 

distance of about two miles. 

(j) On the 9th of June, Martial Law was withdrawn and the fane wm 

■ again made^over to the same Mr* Hoyle, as the first class magistrate, who ewm 
refused the inspection of record and gave m four days* lime lo twift 
High Court for the transfer of the case, which we asked for. On the lllh 

' June, my application of transfer having been refused by the High Oourl, Mr* 

^ Hoyle declined to try the esse ‘de none’, and retained the evidence reworded 
by^him as a Summary Court under Martial Law, and pi«od the ordiw 
of fconvio&a of the accused on or about the Ifith or 17th of June* 

On appeal, the orders of conviction were set aside »s being imgukr* I 
may be allowed to stale that all the troubles I was put to ware due to th$ 
fact, that I was President , of the District Congress Coromittea and a memlMir 
of the Arya Samaj, against both of which the police and Ihe authorifeiai hawn 
a strong bias. As a matter of fad, the authorities have always shown a 
dislike of Ihe educaied classes and their just political aspirations* 
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fhe statement 0/ Hakim Noor-ad-din, aged SO yeei^rs^lQomrrnmmi' 
Fhysmmn »n4 Bx-Smltary Inspector ^ Lyaltfun 


1 mmd from my im&m place on the of the 12feli of April.’. Naxtr 
lEommg a Aortel was observed. The reason of it was to express sorrow, *a»^ 
Ma&atwe Gandhi was not allowed to come to the Punjab, and also because 
of the oeeurrences in Amritsar. I was at home, when Ediushal Singh, 
^hiprasi of harder Anant lam, Honorary Magistrate, brought a listjof nansei, 
both Hindus and Muhammadans* The notice was to the effect^hat as some - 
arrangements were to be made with regard to the ending 
t ©quested to attend at bis house at 1 2 noon, I signed againsiiUf 
reached the Honorary Magistrate’s shop exactly at 12 o’dook. The pro- 
poiials made there were not satisfactory, but, at last, it was decided "that a 
letter should be written to th^e Depu^ Commiesioner, requiring permission 
to hold a public meeting with a view to terminate the hartah Accordingly, 
:B. Anant lam himself took the letter to the Deputy Commiesioner, wh® 
refused permission to hold a public meeting and said that whoever hadj any 
V ^ grievance should personally see him at his Jeothu Hearing this reply, the 

meeting dispersed and I went home. On the morning of the 14th, I was 
just standing outside my house, when Hand Lai, forestor, came and 
requested m© to try my personal influence to get the hartal ended.’I'f At 
once, I took my bike and went to the ChauL There I met Sant Singh and 
Bashesher Nath and asked them the reason as to why the hartal was nol 
terminated* I requested them to try and get it ended, and askB. Anant Earn 
and other respectable persons to cooperate with us. They replied that the 
majority had lost faith in B. Anant Sam, because he was playing a double 
game* We should take other respectable men and begin our efforts. Accord* 
ingly we three, and one or two others, went to Shiv Narain Harkaran’s house* 
k ' Many others joined us. A short ■ while ■ after. B, Anant ■Earn also came- 

P 'there, Itold him that people had lost faith in him, and before he couM 

m get any hearing he should clear his position. B« Anant Bam expressed' 

^ Ws regret and people accepted his apology. After a short discourse, it 

was decided that we all should start and get the shops opened. We started 
and succeeded in getting all the shops opened from the Eailway Gate upt#* 
Cbauk Baja Sahib. In the Chauk, we met one B, Jai Singh who said tbai 
the Kairon Sikh girls had been maltreated at Amritsar station, while w% 
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®iadxm»ttdMohammadanB were trying to get tins hartd mM. B» 
tfurther B«id that they would not join us. He was ewdently much 
We thought that it was not proper to talk ahont this matter in siiq>«n 

place Hke that, and it was decided that we all should go into a Dhmmnmim 

and settle what prop« conree to adopt When we reached the Dkaramititm, 
Tika Eajenrapal, Estra Assistant OommisBioner, garo us a pamphlet i» 
which it was published that Mahtma Gandhi was released and that people 
should be satisfied. This paper was read by Sardar Sant Singh, and he 
addressed the people, saying that he was their well-wisher and that they 
should hear him patiently. There was excitement among the people over the 
ailrh girls’ affair. In the mean-while, Sardar Parma Singh, pleader, 
proposed that a public meeting should be held, and the public should toms 
a sub-committee and then abide by its deciaioiu While seconding it, I said 
that the investigation about the Xairon Sikh girls should be placed in the 
Tiatidfl of that sub-committee, and whatever they would decide would be 
final. I further urged that as that was an affair about girls, which wae 
common to us tdl and iu which young and old would join bands, we 
sbordd hold a public mseting and select a sulxsommittae. Acoordinglly, 
was decided that a meeting should be held in Shiv Harain Barbu’e 
garden, and then the meeting in Wtararmala dispersed. At about 4 p. m, I 
-was informed that a meeting would be held iu Idgah instead of in the garden, 
as the latter place was far off. Immediately,! went to Gbulani, Bad 
Sabib, pleader, and told him to come to the meeting and propose a resaialiuii 
or two, and then the people would end the hmrtaJ, and toe credit wcoldi be 
fine to him. Hearing this he accompanied me. In the meeting he deUvered 
« lecture, but the public did not agree to what he said and bade him mt 
down. On this, the Moulvi Sahib used strong words against them, but the 
audience remained quiet and no trouble occurred. lathe end, the Maulvi 
Sahib said that we should do whatever we liked, and that he would go to 
the Deputy Commissioner and say to him that the meeting wm pMicefuI 
aud orderly, and gave him every satisfaction. After this, the ptoceodinga 
were begun by Sant Singh. I was elected President, I said that we 
loaenotime, because the Deputy Crmmissioner had sent word that ifaay 
distorhance were caused, I would be held responsible. In short, 20 men weaiu 
selected and I was one of them. Dr. Kishan Singh’s name was also includefi 
Dr. Kishen Singh’s servant, probably, Karam Singh, rose up and said ths« im» 
mention was made about the Kairon girls’ affair. I said that only thidt "-n r 
would be3allowed|to speak wLo was an eye witcess to that inoideniw.aiifi 
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aoBe ©lit. M* Smadat Siagt spok© out from the froal benches that be wa»' 
mol m eye witoess, bat h© coiil4 give ttm facts. I disallowed him ott the* 
ground that il was hearsay, but I assured him that the sub-commiltee would 
ooiisider the mailer and the decisiou would be fiuaL We assembled so 
the uighti bul owiag to the insufficiency of atlendauce we postponed it to 
the next morning* Next morning, on the 15th of April, at about 8 a« . 
we assembled in Sardar Sant Singh’s office, and after full diflcussion uptili 
3 in the afternoon, it w.m decided that the hartal should be ended, but that 
afery Tuesdar the shops should be closed for one hour, and that all should 
go to their respecdve worshipping places and pray, God to he may destroy 
Iffie dissaliafaction and iE w 11 between the rulers and the ruled. And 
further, it was lesoked that Sardar Nidhan Singh and Chin! Bam should both 
goto Amritsar to iuTestigate the mailer of Emiron girls’ affair and, when real 
Jbols ai© known, a repreaenlalion should be made to the I 

inpelf wrote, the six notices _ and posted them in six places ^^Wheat 
market, Bmlway Bazar, Gole Bazar, Workshop Bazar, Chauk Kalan and 
Jang Bazar. After this the hartal ended. On the 15th and the 16th the 
shops remained open, but again on the 17th the hartal was resumed, I don’t 
know why. Then I did not take any part. Early in the miming on the 
22nd of April, it was dark yet, when Jehangir Khin, Sab-Inspeotor, brought 
me from home to the Cnauk. The Police sni other officers were present 
there. . Lala Bodh Ram, Lala Baghat Ram and Sardar Sander Singh and 
■^others were brought after me, turn by turn. When we were 13, we were 
■■ taken: to Jail under police and military, guard with naked swords' and' 
machine guns. We were arrested under Section 143, a bailable offence. 
Then we wrote a letter to the Deputy Commissioner to explain to him the 
real facts. The Deputy Commissioner came and we explained to hiu: 
■everythig* But, to our deep regret, he did not accept our explanation, and I 
: wm mntmmd to 1-| years’ imprisonment on false and fabricated evidence. ' ' 

'.:;■■. Akrom-ul-Haq, Police Inspector, and Smith came to me in Jail and told. 
wm that they would save me, if I would give false evidence. To this, I leplied 
that I was ready to state real facts, but considered it a moral crime to stale 
Ms© ones. 1 asked them to record my statement, which they did. 

' Then two men came from the Deputy Commisaioner re^^uiring m© to 
give false evidence against mj companions. They said the following words, 
■■' ^ You ■should give false evidence against B. Anant Ram and Sardar Gulab 
' Singh, and you ■ will save yourself. See. yesterday, 9 men were put os 
: :@aIlows, and their property con dscated.’ You have got only one son, have- 
pity on him.” To this I replied, “Although -my earthly liberty has been 
■iriren away from me, my religious faith still remains in me. May God give 
wm strength enough that I may not swerve from my right palb. Ib 
-ftare ie no fear of death or oonfisoatioa of property. Of comrse, ' Goi 
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have mercy on me and my son. Give mv raeeeage to the Depaly Ooai- 
mJBsioaer that if he wants me as a witneas, (hen I would de|K)»# tM WW 
facts, otherwise, he should excuse me.” Then they left me in the Jai*. 

We were taken handcuffed to the court on the days of h*«ringi«a« 
chains were also put on our feet, when wo were duiUaitcd to Lahore, 

In the Jail owing to bad food, d used to spit lilood and I reroitined 
ill from various troubles# Then I was jallowod whett bread and »oiwi 
milk daily. 


519 

The statement o/Lala Bhagat Earn, BAf, LL.B,, Vakil, flhjk Cmrt 

of JudicatUTHf^ afje j/ewSf 




■i 


I was a meoiber of the District Ooiigress OoiiitiiillsOi Jifallpiif, 
which was organlEecl at- Lyallpnr in January. 131% When Mmhuimtz 
Gandhi’s message was read in the newspapers, a meeting of liie 
District Congress Committee was calieci to consider it, aad if- wai 
decided to hold a public meeting and read otit; the mcswigt 
to the people. Accordingly, the Secretary inforioed the Depnlf 
Commissioner and got permission from him io bold public tneil* 
ings In the King's Garden on the 5th and 6lli of April* In Ibii 
meeting of the 5th, Sardar Sant Singh, Secretary, eiplained ib® Bowlilt 
Act from the text as printed in the Government Gaiette. 1 road out 
the message and explained it in a short speech to the andiene®, which 
was translated into Urdu by the Secretary afterwards. Short speechoi 
on passive resistence etc, were made by Mr, Bam DasChokra, 8ar*»ftl4»w 
^«ri'i^'?and Mehta lamni, Pleader* The speeches that were delivered had 
been submitted to the Committee In writing beforehand ind 
considered^ and no objectionable speech or passage was allowed. Ho 
one from the audience was permitted to speak* The meeting wim 
quite orderly and there was no excitement* On the 6th, there was » 
general kartal in the town and every thing passed well. On tht 
filh, there was another meeting in which resolutions were pawti 
against the Eowlatt Act and the Delhi riols* This meeting also w$m 
orderly and passed off without aay excitement or commotion. After 
. -thwlhe Ectivities of the District Congress Committee came to an eadt 
Its members did not make any- mlsrepresenlalioni about tie 
Bowlatt Act. 

On the 13th, there>"as again harid in the town* This was aol Ofganlieii 

by the District Congress Committee* It was spontaneoiSjdue to the fact t|it 
I# P» If ; 
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the news about the arrest of Miahatma Gandhi and the affairs at Amritsar 
and Lahore reached the people, 'who in sympathy went into a sir ike«, 
At nooni J receired a notice under the signature of Anant Ram^ Honrary 
Magistrate and the Mnnidpal Commissioner, Lala Bodh Raj and Sardar 
Sant Singh, pleaders, abont the meeting to be held at the shop of Lala 
Anant Ram to consider the means to end the hartal I attended the meet- 
ing to which about 28 respectable people of the town had been invited^ 
There the question of ending the hartal was discussed, and it was 
agreed that the Deputy Commissioner be requested to allow a 
public meeting in which the people would be advised to open th© 
shops. Laia Anant Earn went to the Deputy Commissioner to get 
permission* He cam© back and said that the Deputy Commit 
sioner had not given it So the meeting broke off* f was '* 

second liarkl, as I conscientiously believed it to^ be injurious in the 
interests of the country. After this meeting I com^tely withdrew and 
did not take any part in the subsequent evenfs at Lyallpur. On 
14;th April, I went to the Court and appeared in all my cases. I did 
hot go into the city and did not see what took {.lace on the evening of 
the 13th, the 14th or the 15th. On the 17th, fwhen I was playing 
bridge at the house of Pandit Lachman Daes, VakHyl heard that the Go. 
vernment hhuBa (chaff) had caught fire. We continued playing bridge and 
came home after fini shiog the game and did not go to see the fire* This 
burning of the Ihusa was subsequently found by the Deputy Com- 
missioner to be accidental and he was unable to connect it with the 
city distu rbances. During these days I had been regularly attending to 
my business in courts. No meeting, private or public, of the District 
Congress Committee was held after the 6th of April, 1919. The town 
assumed quite a normal state after 1 7th April. 

'' ' On the 22nd of April, I was told by a servant, early in the morning 
that the was waiting below and I was wanted by him. I 

went down undressed and saw the Circle Inspector and the D. B. P. 
at my gate, I was at once told that I was under arrest, I asked them 
to allow me to dress myself, but was not allowed, I called my servant 
to bring clothes, which 1 put on standing in the street. I asked permission 
for easing myself, but was refused* I was taken to the Clock Tower and 
left where other arrested persons were gathered together. At the entrance 
of my lane stood armed mounted cavalry with the Deputy Oommissionet 
at the head. Weremained standing at the Clock Tower for an hour 
with a cordon of police constables . round us. At 8 a. m. we werev 
marched to the Jail and put in the midst of mounted cavalry 
6 police force, -Outside the Katcher^ gate 1 saw, while 
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ed motor oars, all ronmli with Itigliilt soldiers. At the time ot oar ar- 
rest we were not told for whafcotfeiioe we had been arrested, and no wir«« 
aat of arrest, was shown to m. When the Deputy Commissioner and tli# 
Saperioteiadent of Police left us in the jail, we learnt from our under* 
trial tickets that we were coufin ed on a bailable charge under secliofi 
143,IP«0. Application for bai I was put in, on theaaiiie clay, which wai 
refused. Application to the D eputy Commisgioner was mmh to allow 
us to get our own diet ; it was re fused. We were gl?en jail diet and 
"Were treated like ordinary prisoners. Bemands after remands ware 
taken by the prosecution and we did not know what 'Ihe case agaiiiBt 
us was. We were brought to the court in handcuffs, and cm 
the days of the first two appearances in court* we were brougtil 
to the? court escorted by armed cavalry and policemen with 
loaded guns. Oa the 2iid of June, we were told the charge and 
were asked to lUe a list of defence wltiicsseH, We asked for 
iuspecllon of the Ole and the nainoH of the witnesses against us* Thia 
request was refused by tile trying Magistrate. The trial eomrneiiceil 
on the 6fch of June. During the days of the trial we were kept slaiHlliig 
haudeufEed throughout the whole day. On the firgr. day of the trial wo 
requested the court to allow us milk in the noon, as we liave had to stand 
for trial from 8 a. m* to 6. p. m. The court allowed it on the first dayi 
but on the second day the milk was disallowed la 111 # noon* 
We were allowed pure water In the hot days of June. We asked tti» 
court that our handieu hs might bo rernovod, while we stood in court for 
trial, with the armed police all round in the courtyard. But our recpieil 
was refused. 

After our conviction, we were carried to the Lahore Central Jail 
;wifch iron bar fetters and handcuflu At midmight in the month of June, 
wa were made to walk on foot from the jail to the station, in the above 
state. We were bleeding on account of the use of bur-fetters. When 
we reached the Lihore Central jail in the evening, we were put In a 
barrack of about 70 prisoners and were lu uie to sleep on the door with 
tromfetters® Before the special arrangement, we were kept as ordinary 
prisoners hi the Lihore Central Jail, We were kept In tents and had 
to sleep with iron chains. The diet was hopelessly bad. The bread was 
quite uncooked, and when Mr, Kitchin, the Oommissioner, Lahore 
Division paid a visit to the Jail, we showed him the diet we were given. 

dll through this period we were subjected to great humiliatioa 
and put to all sorts of trouble and in.lignUies® 

The declaration of Martial Law at Ljalipur was '€|uUe unjustified. 
There was no stale qf rehelUqu’ or otgaiipd conspiracy of mf Wild 
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agaiast the Qovemment a| Lyallpiir* There was ordinary fmrid M 
had happened thronghoiit India, 

Police pressure to manufcaetare ev,i deuce against the persons 
arrested was very great dEriiig this period. Large numbers of people 
were called lo the police station, detained there for days together, and 
sab|ected to all possible humiliation and threats. I am a member 
of the 4rya and was secretary of Dhanpat High School, Lyallpiir. 
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stdmmt of Eamdas Chbokire, L,L* B,, (London) 
Bar^at*Law^ Lyalipun 


The local District Congress Committee was founded early this 
year, largely as a result of the enthnaiasm and new spirit that some of 
the members of the local Bar brought from the last session of the 
Congress at Delhi. The stirring times provided pleii|j of material for 
this new holy to work upon. But we had hardly a couple of meetings 
— one regarding self-determination, and the other to discuss the pro- 
:vision8 of the Rowlatt Bill, when the hartal campaign of Mahatma 
Gandhi was launched. In order to make proper arrangements for 
the observanoe of the Day of Humiliation and Prayer, we held two 
private meetings of the members of the Congress Committee, at the 
office of Sardar Sant Singh, and Lula Bodh Raj respectively. These 
meetings were held openly and publicly; good sense and sobriety 
oharacteriflod all their proceedings. It was particularly impressed 
upon members that in view of the I happen in ga at Delhi, no force or 
pressure of any kind should be brought upon any one In the obser. 
vance of the hirtah It was farther decided that as a precautionary 
measure the permission of the District Magistrate ought to be obtained 
for the public meetings, which were to be held on tho 5th and 6fch of 
April, and permission was accordingly obtained. The public meetings 
of the 5th and 6th of April were largely occupied with reading the 
message of Mahatma Gandhi, advocating hartal^ explaining the pro« 
visions of the Rowiatfc Act and passing resolutions regarding the last 
named measure and the happenings at Delhi, The meetings were 
very largely attended, but were absolutely models of moderation and 
sobriety in public conduct. They dispersed quietly and nothing 
untoward happened to mar iheir unique and tremendous effect. The 
hoTtol of the 6th of April w^s a complete succ^^ss and will ev^r r^smain 
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memorable in the annals of Lyallpar. There was no riot, no aisorder, 
no impropriety of any kind. The town on the other hand panaecl, 
along with the rest of the country through a strange spiritual wave; 

people felt new stirrings of the soul and an elevation into higher 
atmosphere. 

This was all the work done by the District Congress Oomtaittw, 
and with the hartah and meetiags which followed after an interval of 
a few days, the Congress Committee as a body had nothing to do. I 
was only associated with the work of this Committee and had no part 
or share in anything that happened after the 6th of April. 1 was a 
member of the Committee from its very inception, and the head and 
front of my own particular offending was that at the meeting of the 
5th of April I read a paper on Satj/agrah, which, with the exception of 
a few introductory remarks, was nothing else bnt a literal translation 
of a few extracts from an article on SatyUgrah by Mahatma Gandhi, 
recently published in the form of a pamphlet by Messrs. Ganesli and 
Co , Madras. For this high misdemeanour against the state, I was 
subjected to the following punishments, apart fi‘om what I had to 
Buffer with the general public from the enormities of Martial Law. 




1. On the 26th of April, two days after the iutrodaotioa of 
Martial Law, I was interned by the Officer Commanding, within the 
Municipal limits of Lyallpnr and this internment lasted till the abro- 
gation of Martial Law. Within this interval, I had twice occasion to 
go out of Lyallpur, and although on each occasion I was given 
permission for a limited period, the process of obtaining it was one 
which involved a great deal of trouble and humiliation. To begin 
with, I had to get the recommendation of the District Magistrate ; 
this was taken to the Officer Commanding, who in turn sent me on to 
the Superintendent of Police to inform the last named officer of the 
permit. 


2. An order which was harder than the one of internment was 
one regarding the fixing of Martial Law notices at my office in the 
Biaehehry Bazar, My office is at a distance of at least half a mile from 
my residential house and to gnard Martial Law notices from such a 
distance at the risk of one’s complete liberty was a very hard job. I 
made a modest request to the Commander in regard to this matter 
which was not, however, granted. I said to the Commander that as 
my office was at a considerable distance from my house, the Martial 
Law notices might be handed over to me personally instead of being 
fixed at ray office during my absence ; for in the latter case they might 
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be torn away before I came to know of their existence* I also made a 
second request to hiai that 1 might be allowed to paste the notices on to 
a board which I would make arrangements to exhibit at my office 
during the day time, but which could be put away during nighty and 
ao I could be saved the night watch of notices* Tne Oommaiider said 
those were (|uit6 reasonable requests and he would consult the 
Deputy Commiisioner and let me know. The next day I was informed 
that I could go to the office of the Su perintendent of Police every 
evening and iind out if there were a ny Martial Law notices. As 
regards the second request he kept perfect silence, 

I saw the Deputy Commissioner after these orders had been passed 
against me and asked him bluntly wny I was being prosecuted. He 
said he had not been receiving good reports about me. I said, “ That 
is exactly what f have come to know. Will you kihdly tell me 
Specifically what it is that 'you have against me 

He promised to look up the police papers. I went to him twice 
after this , but each time I was informed that he had had no 
titQ© to do so. And 1 do not know till now the reasons for the strange 
action of the authorities. 
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The statement of Lala CMnt Rama Thapar, Proprielor of Shop 
named Ohhit Bam Ram Lai, Got Bazar ^ LyallpuK 

I have been having my shop here for the last LS or 19 years. My 
shop pays an income tax of Rs. 10k I am a member of the District 
Congress Committee. It was decided in a meetingof the said Committee 
to hold a public meeting to explain the message of MaMtma Gandhi. 
Accordingly Sirdar Sant Singh, Secretary of the Committee asked 
perinlssiou of the Deputy Commissioner to hold a meeting in the 
Company Garden on the 5fch and 6th of April. He gave the per* 
mission, but at the same tuna gave a written warning that no 
procession should be led, and neither exciting speeches against the 
Rowiatt Act should be made nor any one forced to close shops, etc. A 
meeting of our committee was held on the 4th to consider this 
warningi There it was decided that' a oommitiee of three pleaders 
should be formed to censor the speeches to be made In the Hall, The 
Deputy Commissioner was informed that his directions would be duly 
carried out and nothing untoward would happen, and was requested 
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that the police be directed to behate in a gentlemanly way. 
Meetings were held on the Sth and 6th and passed off qnletly. Fo 
speech was made which was resented by the aothoi'lties. On th® Sib 
Mahatma Gandhi’s message was read out and on the 6th there wm a 
complete hartal except for two shops which renmined open and nobtdy 
forced them to close up. Then on the 7th, business was resumed. 

On the 12th, people heard about the indiscriminate firing and 
cruelties perpetrated at A mritsar, the firing at Lahore, the arrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi, and the deportation of Drs. Kitchlew and SatyapaL 
So on the 13th, there was a strong inclin ation of resuming the hartal 
in the city. On this I went to Sirdar Sant Singh’s house where Dr* 
Dina Nath, Bhagat Ram, and Pandit Lach mandas, pleaders were present. 
We all except Dr. Dina Nath were against the resuming of hartal. We 
reasoned with Dr. Dina Nath that it was no use closing shops, rather 
there was a probability of some mischief brewing owing to people being 
idle. Dr. Dina Nath accepted this view and we all went to the Bazar to 
stop people from closing shops The shop-keepers agreed to keep them 
open. After 10 a. ra, the whole city observed hartal and we also closed 
our shops. After this 28 Respectable m en were sent for at B. Anant 
Ram’s house. There it was decided hat a public meeting should be 
held wherein shop-keepers should be requested to open their shops and 
for this a permission should be taken from the Deputy Commissioner. 
A question was raised as to what persons should sign the letter. 
Anant Ram and Ghulam Bari were asked to sign, but they refused 
Anant Ram, however, said he woul d go personally with the letter, to 
which some men objected that he was not a trusworthy man. Not minding 
that, he took the hike and went to the Deputy Commissioner. A few 
minutes after he came with a negative reply a Ithough it was quite 
false, as later on the Deputy Commissioner’s statement proved. He 
had said to Anant Ram that people should go to his Eothi and discuss 
the matter there. If Anant Ram had deliv ered the true message of 
the Deputy Commissioner .everything would have been settled that 
Way and shops opened. Then we all dispersed and went home. Oh 
the 14:th, we again tried to end the hartal, and assembled at ShiV 
Narain’s house as people wotild not like to goto Anant EWi’s* 
Anant Ram also came uncalled. People looked tipon him with 
contempt and said that unless Anant Rato would retire shops Would 
not be opened. When we had got about 30 shops opened some 
people were loudly talking about the incident of ’ Sikh , girls at 
Amritsar. The Sikhs said that as their Sikh sisthrs had heeh 'tokltreated, 
shops should remain closed, tifef Mjwdilt to JDkmfflsak There R 
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was decided lo hold a public meeting iu the eyeing and therein to get 
a committee elected by the public. Its decision should be final So 
meeting was held that evening in the Idgdhs and 20 men were 
selectedi I being one amongst them. We assembled at night at Sant 
Singh^s but owing to the absence of some members it was postponed 
to the next morning* Again we assembled next morning i e,, on the 
].5th and we decided that shops should be opened at once and that two 
men should be deputed to enquire into the truth of the Sikh girl’s affair. 
We wrote eight posters of our decision to be pasted iu the Baasar* It 
was read out and ail opened their shops without any reluctance. On 
the 16th, shops were opened and business resumed. On tho 17tb, some 
people tried to bring up the hartal but it was a partial success* The 
same night Government BhooBa caught fire but the city was all qu:fet 
and people were nou-plusaed to see the fire in these disturbed days. 
It was a pure accident, although all the public, the officers and the 
police were terrified for their own reasons. Upto the 2l8t the work 
went on as usual • On the 22nd, people were not even out of their beds 
when machine guns were placed all round the city and British soldiers 
surrounded the city* About 12 people were arrested, I being one 
amohgst them, and taken to jail There the Deputy Commissioner 
and Superintendent of Police after consultation charged us under 
section 143 Indian Penal Code and handed over the warrant on blank 
paper to us in the jail Excepting two or three pleaders and Barogha 
Hur Din who were kept together, we were kept in solitary cells. We 
were refused our own foodvbut were given beddings. We were asked 
what W6 would do after we were imprisoned and further told that we 
should habituate ourselves. From these words we gathered that we 
were doomed. For two days 1 did not take anything except water, as 
the food was very bad. On the third day, I got renal collie, but was 
most inhumanly treated by the Superintendent of Jail On the 2nd of 
May, we were produced before the Court handcuffed in twos. We 
protested and sent a policeman to Court Inspector, who went to the 
Deputy Commissioner himself on bike to lay our protest before Mm* 
He replied that we should be brought in handcuffs. No man wai 
allowed to pass the road^ all being picketed. In this way we were 
taken from jail to court and from court' to jail again, and as long as we 
remained in the court we remained' handcuffed and were not allowed 
to sit. I bore all the troubles and calamities with courage. Effort® 
were made to make me an approver'and an autograph letter of the 
Deputy Commissioner was brought to me through a friend of mine to 
that effect Threats of transportation for life and hanging were giveh 
tott®, I could not bear Ms talk"' any longer and replied Mm, 
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mmt to save me at the cost of so many limn. My religioa Joti not 
allow me to save my owu life and put other iiraoeeiit peraoiii oo 
gallows/* Then he went away* At another time, Mr, Smtlfii th© 8!i|»** 
■rintendent of Police, and Akram-Ui-Haq, iBspeetor, Tcmainecl 
for three hours and tried to hire me, bnt I was resolute, Ttisf Ifiiil to 
make me approver through my OWE relations Imt I heeded iioae. At 
last when they failed to get any approver in the city they sent the case 
. "to Mr. A* L. Hoyle, D. C., .charging ns with waging war and eonspiracy^ 

. '." The police ^jlmUan&d ns on June 2nd nnder section 2h of ladla :i>afcnc« 

, -.. Act' and under 50G and 143 of the Indian Penal Code^ The magistrate 
was illegal in methods and inhuman in. treatment. If onr conneel 
questioned any .witness, he was given the threat, of Martial Law* The 
list of witnesses was not given even on demaiKL eot were the 
records allowed to be seen. When one of the accused apptalecl for 
mercy on the score of bis having young children, li€^ was- askoiL 
'what about the children of the Englishmen mardered m: Aniritfear. 
The . magistrate did not leave- any stone 'unturned to , humiliate iiB* 

■•On the.. 10th, the magistrate had to pra..o,0'co.'ice the 
but Martial Law - was withdrawn on the of 3tli. Tiie 

magistrate was very sorry for the withdrawal. Now oiir ea?se appeared 
before him in the capacity of 1st Class Magistrate. We sent a petition 
Cor transfer to the High Court bnt failed* Now wo ilicniglit that every 
respect would be shown to the legal procedure but we wor*'.^ wrong. Wo 
objected many times on the ground of illegal procedwre but were over* 
ruled. Then we left the case nmargued nnder protest. The iiiagii 
trate convicted ns all, I being sentenced to l|*years imprisonmeat* T# 

-onr regret the magistrate pronounced the judgment without going 
through the file^ The magistrate had himself said in the judgment 
^hat I had dissociated myself from the movement after the 6th of ^ 
ApriL The police- produced against, me two or three witnesses with 
regard to the 5th or the 6th. When the - acts of the 5th and ijth were 
not considered objectionable by the authorities, I ought not to ha-?© 
been convicted. Harnam Das, accused No. 6 was seiiteoned to two 
.years under section 506, although'iio witness against him was on record 
and farther on the magistrate says in his judgment that Haraam Das 
dissociated himself on the 16th of April. If he had read the file he 
would not have done so* But 'the decision was pre-meditafced ani 
. given after consultation* 

After our conviction we were taken to the Lahore Central Jail At 
■about in scorching heat we, had to walk from the jail to - 

dh© station with handcuffs and fetters -on* ■ Our ankles were woundftdt 
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I owing to the fetters." TIaese fetters ■were taksE off a day after oiir'“ 
arrival in Lahore. We Lad to bear a lot of trouble in the jail Tht 

Oaoses of Haetal. 

l.,,;,Th©,Rowlatt Bil^ in the face of strong opposition of. the- " , 

whole of India. 

; e methods, adopted In recrElfcing. Lambardars aiid Zail- 

: :. ,dars,/w,6re , forced supply recruits. People, therefore^ purchased ■ 

. Teernits from other districts. ■ Lambardars and Zaiidars were disiiiissed 
■ "bnt re-instatecl when they snpplied recruits. 

,3. .. .Inhuman methods adopted in raising the War Loan* Ks« 33 pey 
.y ^: ' square were; realised.' without the, consent of ZamindarSj and the reali* 
-nation .very crnel. ,. I.; ..was. .myself, a .'member of the War-Loan Sab- 
■ .eommittee.. '.Ihad; .received .a first ■.class '^awacl from the Government 
for my services some , months' before the distarbances. . ..The people 
; could not pay^ .but'the anthoritieSTealized it by resorting to all methods ^ 

■ . was started' by Pokhar Das,. Shop- 

y,;,,.' lee.per in 'Gol'Basar 5 ''yvs»,,^^ .Ram^ , Jawala Das, myself and tiie ^ 

' Tehsildar, ■ Pokhat' Das had made an application for insolvency which 
... ■ ,is's'tl!.l.^,on fike ..In spite, of .that, he was compelled to pay. When he did 
.. ■ ' not pay , Lala'' Anaat Ram. beat him with shoes and .disgraced, him iniich. 
y.; He 'filed: a defamation 'Suit against m©'- also, as was a member . of that 
. . . , Sti!>ooiii'niitte€. , Afterwards it was 'compromised,. . In, Cliak . J.liiimra a 
^ respectable man, was handcuffed. '-.Besides .this, another deprecatory 
, . method , was adopted in J-aran Wala and Ohak Jhumra and in . fact in 
the whole of the Lyaiipur district. It was this— a magistrate who wan ^ 
in charge of the .War Loan wasalsoEn income4ax- collector of tliat. Ilah'kcu 
. Any one who would .not give the' War Loan was highly taxed. In Chai: 
Jhiiinra and Jaran wala the War Loan realised was less than expected, 
and the difference was -made, up by the increase of income tax» 

4« The Deputy Commissioner of this place ■ had, in accordance 
with the Government orders, ■consficated the wheat of the people, which 
the people resented* People would. ;not have resented it miicli 11' 
llovernment instructions had been ■carried' out. In one case the ivhe&t 
confiscated w^hea It had been bought only one day previously. 

5. Income tax was' rigorously 'imposed -and people objected to the 
income tax form as they could not fill'it up, 

tl. Government flatterers and .specially Lala Anant Bam had 
adopted very uiibeccmiDg' methods, ■ During the days of hartal he 
played a double game — on one , hand, he' exelted/the people to continue" 



Mrml on fche otter i^thn mthmMm ofherwis^^. 

^organized tlie Iwrtol and he went to the Settlement Oflleer, M r. ^ 
and toM Mm tliat he was trying to dose It Asa reward he 

squares of land from tta Oovemment - 

""7. ' As to the police, a letter was sent to the 1>pi!fy t^vMini- 
Stoner by the District CongresB Committee, tdie m-nlioit vjMds I 
ha¥e aiready made In my statement, ' The p was Jlf^ct'od 

Deputy Commissioner, ami in, .my opinion tlis police* took yr*:d^‘r 
Interest in exciting the people to bring up the hariaL !ii '*ti' 

Mr* Da?!d, an Honorary Blaglstrate had claposed that the 
(Hackney carriage drivers,) had told Mm that Ilia police w:ila^ ( p'du'^*- 
inen) had taken them to the police iiueB and iridtcd tp 

.observe iarld, so that some dlstnrbaricea might follow umMoV' He' 
police an opportunity* 

8* Wlieii Major Poiike came to know on tin* dtli oiMitU' 
Martial Law was to be vdllidrawn, he sent for liireo ui>^n vn djAi o . id 
at abontlO p* la* and arrested them and on the warrant I \:,i a 

'instead of 10 p« in, I have come to know from a indiabh-* -oar"** Mni'- 
the police told the D, C. that there was no evldeiiee :ui% tu 

which he replied that they should go to Anant Bam ami In' ^vmli 
some* He procnred three witneiaes againet rm% 
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The staiemiU of Harnam Das, son of Alnmiki Ram, Khnin, 
age 40 years, Lgallpur, 

I have been a cloth merchant for the last ^5 yeara in Lyul limr, E 
■pay Rs. 15S a3 income tax. lam a member of the District Cii” ..a-' 
■Committee. . 

On the i4th of April, I received ,i n nice i'rn..’ tic Sii. .! ' . 

Committee requiring ms to attend a ineetinq to eonsifier r-h:- !'■!:'■>' -I' 
•the Deputy Commissioner, Lyallpur, to the Secrotiiry, Tlie Dir-t-i,.': ( ' ci- 
gress Committee, i attended the raeotin? in she ■^vnuhi-.r. TIctc jie* 
Deputy Commissioner's letter was readout and -a reply drai'ted. it w.ts 
decided that speeches iu the p'ubiic meetkig should be rcid b-iurit 
sensored by a committee and that the amngcine»ta <4’ the uit:.na« 
.should be in the hands of the members ol: the District CtnigroeH Com* 
.mittee the-mselves. 
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I attended the meetings of the 5th and the 6th of April. The Secre 
tary read out a passage from the Rowlati Act and translated it. Mahoma 
Gandhi’s message was also read out. People were calm and quiet. AI 
though it was a gathering of 4 or 5 thousands yet the meeting passed 
off qaistiy and people went back home quiet calmly. On the 6th then 
was a complete hartal in the city. Only two shops, one of a Mohamma, 


compiiea them to close. In the evening a meeting was held, the audi- 
enoe approximately reaching 10,000. Resolutions were passed and trans- 
mitted to higher authorities, and the meeting wss orderly. The shops 
remained open upto the 12th, but liartaZ was resumed on 13th oWins t» 


uiigress tjommiittee was against this hartal and I dissuaded 
s resuming it. It being Baishdki day on which people re- 
from the canal, no body took the lead and the shops re- 
sed. Prom bhat^ ^ trying my best to get the 

el 


1 an ' . Anant Ram, all respectable citizens were called at B, 

am s shop. I was also present. There it wasfdeeided that with 
lermission of the Deputy Commissioner, a public meetting should 
u and people should be requested to open shops. A letter was 
an to the Deputy Commissioner and L. Anant Ram and M, Gulam 
pleadei, were asked to teke the letter personally. But Anant Ram 
Ibdui Bari after some obasultatioii between themselves refused to 
I . nantKam said that he would go alone to which Sirdar Snnder 
pot the wheat market objected. However, B. Anant Earn went on 
« -e with the letter to the Deputy Commissioner. He returned with a 
xye answer, aayiog that the Deputy Commissioner would not permit 
^ mg. ut said that he would see personally any one who wanted to 
^ • Dater on m the Jail, we came to know from the Deputy Com 
xner at Anant Ram had misrepresented him and that he had said 

“ 14tT w^ ixim personally and discuss the matter. When 

- _ h we went to get the shops opened, we came to know that the 
9 had lost faith in Anant Ram. They said that he was playing a 

© game-yoa the one hand ' iifl mai- f x-j i ^ 

tellino H. .IL shops, on the 

held in Shiv Narain's house on the 14th in the mnmin. a 
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mo coaMence in him, and he' went awsy^ Then weJ^SO or 40fit»rtoi 
Ihe shops opened* About 30 or 40 shops were opend, when some Sikhs 
ob|eeled,:lomd^^^ that, ' Sikh girls had been irreligiously treated 

at: lhe Amritsar ; station, and therefore the hartal should conlinnot TMn 
attracted a ^hig crowed: and thinking it unsafe to stand in an open plaoi, 
asked them to go into... the ^DhafOLfmala^ T]herc3 we decided to hoki a 
public meeting in Shiv ^Marain’s:- garden to consider aboiife the ontling of 
hi.ftaL In the evening I came to know that the meeting wonid be held in 
I&gdhs. I went there* There Crhnlam Bari made a speech iiBing strong 
words' against the people, ■■■ But the '■■aiid.lenca. remained and said 
only this ranciij, We donT, want to hear jon, please sit down^^ Then 
M'a:r-ud-Diri was elected president and Sardar Sant Singli, pleader, as 
Secretary, It was proposed that a snb committee consisting of 20 men 

w,ho 0 e decision would be final should be formed by the pablic. Then 20 
men were elected by the publicj I being one of the electecL .Fifteen of 
ns assemhied that night at Bardar Sant Singh's boose. Dr. Kislian Singh 
said that nitless all the members were present, we could not decide. The 
meeting was postponed to n6.xt morning. We assembled again at 9 a«m» 
noM .inoming. We were'^lT.and again D.r. Kisliaii Singh objected, 'but ' 
ml! overruled his objection*' Then we proposed him as president so that 
he may not put any obstruction in ending the hartak He was made 
president and it was decided that shops shonld be opened and two men 
to be deputed to eiiqnlre into the troth of the Sikh girla’ alfair in order 
to satisfy the public* We wrote oor decision on notices and pasted 
them in the basaar. The haHal ended and nsual work began* Again on 
17th April, efforts were made to resume hartal (i do not know who were 
those who wanted to bring up thehartal again, but this much I know 
that there was none from amongst the leaders or respectable gentry), but 

there was only partial hartah On the 17th night the Blimm got fire by 
chance* The city was quiet on the 18th, 19tb, 20th, and 21st and people 
had resumed their usual work* On the 2*2nd rnoming the arrests began® 
Civil Officers, Police and Military Sowars began to parade the city with 
guns and rifles* I was also one ot the arrested. Ho reason was told 
nor any" warrant shown. Before our arrests there was no report again^ 
us. We were taken to the Jail and their the Deputy Commfssidhcr 
asid the Superintendent of Police consulted for half an hour mt 
went away. The Jail authorities gave us warrants written • by the 
Deputy Commissioner himself in which we were charged under secllo,#i 
143 of the Indian Penal Code* I was put In a solitary cell and did not ' 
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take anything for many days' except water, because ' the jail food was 
yery bad. Upto the 3ntl of ®liine we remained there. It was a bailable 
offence anxl still we' were kept in jail. We were subjected to various sorts 
of troubles. The attitude of the magistrate showed that he was there 
only to convict ns, We were refused to see files^ and the names of 
the prosecution witnesses were not . told.. Copies were not gives., 
■Onr ..connsels said that they were helpless. Everything was 
:d 0 ne In , .consultation with the Deputy Gommissioner and 
' Snprintendent of Police. On the 18th of June, ; I was Bentenced to 
. 2 ■ , years ■ rigorous imprisonment* ^ The magistrate ■ pronounced 

■ the judgement without seeing the file, because he was predisposed to 

■ Imprison us* , I was charged under sections 106, 25 and 143« In the 

■ judgement the magistrate had himself ■ said that I dissociated myself 
after 16ith April. I was charged, under section 106 in connection, 
with the hartal on the 13th, although there was no evidence against me* 
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Btaternem of KhllshbiRam Varma, late station master Lahm^e 
Gantommnt East, Su^ly Depot, resident of Ujallpur. 

On the 10th of April, 1919, at about 12-15 p. m* when I was pack-' 
ing my luggage in my house opposite the well of Lala Gager Mai owing 
to my transfer from Amritsar to Lahore, all of a sudden I heard the 
-hoops of horses and the noise of people. -I looked down from my up® 
per story and I saw about 20 military armed sowars running away* 

■ Behind ' them were running some 10 to 15 boys and 20 to 25 men, I 
■v: slopped those boys and enquired -from them the reason. They all stop* 

ped and began to say that Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal had been arrestedj^ 

■ they were going to the Deputy Commissioner's bungalovr to request him 
'io release them. I told them' that their conduct was against the 
preaching of Mr. Gandhi. While we were talking the said sowars stopped 
in the Cliauk and the Officor-in-charge was asking " Mr. Slowlaln to be 
allowed to open fire, and was saying to him angrily that if he would not 
allow him to open fire' he would be' held responsible, etc# Then all the 
mmars went to Earn Bagh and .boys and men 'sat down on the place 
•D to take rest* A short while after, all those ■ sowars came back again 
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to the place U Oe their' arrival the fcoya md men stood up say iog» 
They ha^e come "back, " they' have come back^k On this one oi: the 
' sowars stepped' forward and -fired blank cartridges* On the fourth «hot 
aii inea ran away "and the road was cleared ofll While blank cartridges 
were beiog firadj the officerdmcharge was still asking Mr* Slowiain to be 
allowed to open fire and was threatening his own men as well* Then ail 
of '.a, sudden one British soldier fired four shots from place C towards 
place ' A/ and "another alighting 'from.' the horse .tired from place K 
towards place Two or three '.minutes later I saw^ wo’imcled persoBs 
being carried back from place B* 1 said to myself, AlaS'! iiii- 
aroied people are feeing fired 'at At once I came down from my 
house and went to place A, There 1 saw two men who were wounded 
on the back and buttocks, one of them was a Hindu and the other a 
Mohammadan* On enquiry I came to know that three more had been 
already taken to the city. In all, five had been wonridecL No sooner did 
the 'wotinded enter the city than the people attacked the Telegraph OIBce, 
As I was standing there still, a Sikh telegraph peon came and asked the 
officer in charge for help and all the sowars went towards the city side* 
I then went towards the station. On reaching there, after a short time I 
came to know that the godowE; had been set on fire but the lire had been 
extinguished with the help of B. Gangs Ram, Chief Goods Clerk within 
two hours. In the evening 'two, Garkha soldiers beat my servant 
and broke the ghee and muraha vessels for which I made a report to the 
officer-in.charge on the, station. Next day I left Amritsar and reached 
Lyailpur in the evening of the 11th of April. 1 remained there till the 
14th and on the 15th 1 reached Mian Mir station and resumed my duty. 

On the 29th of April, I received a letter from home that all my four 
sons had' been arrested by the police on the 25th and taken to the Kotimli 
•and that ! should go soon* ■ I' was arranging for my leave when I myself 
was arrested at my house at Lahore on the 1st of May at about 8-30 in 
the night, and put into the lock-up at 9-30. For three days I remained 
there and suffered much from obnoxious smell. On the 3rd I was produc- 
ed before the. Deputy Commissioner, Lyalipur, at his bungalow. On en** 
t}uiriiig my; name he. caused my handcuffs to be taken off, hut ordered 
me to stay in Lyallpur, I came home and heard about my sonsJ On the 
26tii of April my house was searched. Accordingly, after great diffi- 
'Ciilties, known only to me and to God, on the 9th of May ai 11 p, I 
got my sons released* IntermeEt orders that were served on me and 
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my son8^ were cancellad in June* ■ After tMs,. , I, wrote witli ill© 
.|)emisBioii of the Deputy , Commissioner ■ tomy officers to take me back' 
<m] «itity*f,.On,tli6^1.4tb of. July, Igot a reply that I had been, iltsmiasatl 
from .ffiy,^p,ost I , appealed but got no reply* , T came to fenow that ,tJie 
policefgetting annoyed with me, reported to my superior officers* ■The 
result was'^tliat a sum, of Rs® 1,250 has been withheld from me. Repea- 
tedly I requested them, but got no reply* I sent my representation to 
the higher authorities, the lieutenant Governor and to the Viceroy 1)iit 
none took notice* Uplill now I do not know for what offence I liad 
faaen dismissed. 
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The statement of Amir Chand, son of Bam Ghand^ 

Kalraf of Lgallpur^ 

On the 5th, of April, 1919, 1 arrived at Lahore from the Coal Oom, 
'pany office at Calcutta to inspect the business of our Lahore Braiicin 
On the 13fch, I left Lahore along with my family for Lyallpur, 
my permanent residence,, thinking , that, my wife who was. 
■then pregnant might have : to ' undergo-, much .trouble at ,: Lahore' 
onuccounfe' of hartal, I .reached there.at, about .,2«30 on, the l#,h« 
Tlie-re had- beeh hartal before l reached, that place* whm I was yet 
asleep- the Sub Inspector of Police called- at nay house on the 22iid, I was 
awakened by mj wife, when I came down tlie Sab Inspector was 
standiiig at my gate- Just when I reached there the Deputy Comnil- 
©eioner and the Assistant Superintendent of Police also ap-peared* All 
■the three came into my .house with pistols in their hands* They 
threatened my wife,, and in.ade -her ,, stand, on one side*. 
The Deputy Commissioner and ■, the „ Assistant ■: .Superlntendeat 
of Police began to search, ,my bo.oks. ; - w.he.n, they had fiaishe^i 
this they took me with them to the Clock Tower of lyallpiir. On bofeli; 

, the, sides ,-,of the street armed, soldiers Were posted. , Some six or seven 
men were already present there* After -gome; ti.me I was escorted to wha 
,, Jail, with, these -people by armed soldiers : 'a-nd,,- police constables with 
unsheathed swords. We.were .kept,' standing In, the porch of the Jail for 

about an hour and the police officers who had come with us heM a. 
secret conference* When they cone. oul they asked the Jail 
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t 0 whom they bad given a blank paper after mserting somalhiiig upon 
it^ to keep m in cottfmement* we were kept there till the 2iicl of May, 
The bread provided to ns was laneatable. Whenever we reqaested the 
SuperlEtendeat of Jail to allow ns to go for meal to our hoases^ as we 
could not eat the bread supplied, he would say in reply that we should try 
to accustom ourselves to the bread for we would have to eat it later oiit 

We were produced, with handcuffs on, before the District Magi- 
strate on the 2nd of May* He ordered that we should be produced 
on the 8th. When on the 8th we went there with handcoifs, we 
were ordered to be taken back to the jail and to be^ produced' on 
the 23rd« When we^ went on the 23rd it was said that we Bhciuld 
come on the 6th of June* We were told that we ' were guilty 
of bringing about the hartal and that the prosecution %vlt nesses 
would be examined on the ISfch and 14th of June* 




But we were called on the '5th of June and wore awarded 
three months, after tho prosecution witnesses had been/haard and' 
no opportunity was given to us to produce our defence witnesses* 

On the 6th of June, along with other persons who had been arre« 
sted on the 32 nd of April, I was again produced Indhe court as one of 
the accused in the case of the Lyallpur Leaders* On the 18th of June, 
after hearing the witnesses the court awarded me two years. 

While under arrest I underwent great trouble and contracted the 
Urinary Disease of which I have not as yet been cured* My wife 
suffered great mental pain which had a very pernicious effect upon 
the f»tas. It died before delivery and an operation had to be per-^ 
formed in the course of which her life was in great danger. She 
has not as yet recovered completely* 

My mother aged 80 years used often to come to see me iii 
the court. One day she began to weep when she saw my distress on 
which Lala Thakar Das, Sub Inspector of Police, slapped her. 

When I was released on the 18th of September, I was 
charged with a fresh offence and was made to furnish a security, 
but shortly after the police withdrew the case* 

It was afterwards that 1 came to know that I had fo^fen 
attested on the suspicion that as I had eome from Bengal ^ I, 
might have brought bombs , or _ other destructive ^_instruments 
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with me. Thie vvas why oftieerB eamo with pistols iu their hands 

to my house to arrest me. 
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The statement of ¥aisllBll Das, son of Nathu Mail^ Gold smithy 

of Lyallpun 


A hartal was observed in Lyallpiir, on the 6fch of April. As 1 am 
illiterate* 1 did not know the reason of hartal; bat I enquired from 
the people, who said, that it was observed to express sorrow for tl ‘ 
Rowlatt Bill, which had been passed by the Government, The 
thought it an unjust law and opposed it in the 
CouBoih I 'also kept my shop closed. On the day, 

at about 8 a. m., 1 was standing neer the Clock Tower-all 
the shops, of course, were closed-when one man brought a 
vessel full of milk to sell it, but no one bought his milk. When he 
failed in selling it, he enquired of the people about me, saying, “ Where 
is that goldsmith who is serving the public ?*’ People sent him to me. 
He gave me that big jug full of milk and one rupee for buying sugar 
saying, ** You do social service. Serve the Public with my milk to day, 
making it lassi I took the jug and one rupee from him and adding 
two rupees from my pocket, was going to buy sugar, when 
others also followed me and paid one or two rupees each, 1 got some 
more milk and more sugar and made lassL It was about 10 or 11 a. m. 
It was very hot. I enquired of the Sub Inspector of Police who was 
on duty with other constables at the Clock Tower, whether I could 
be allowed to s«rve with lassi those policemen as well. He readily 
gave permission, and I began to serve lassi to them as well as to the 
public. When we were serving lassi, to the policemen^ the Superint- 
endent of Police Beached there and enquired what I was doing* 
I replied, Sir, I have, made lassi to serve t® the general public and am 
serving my police brethren '"'as well He approved of it and added 
that If I could get food for them' as well, I should; because they were 
hungry and thirsty. Some body told Ladha Mai Saraf that he being a 
philanthrophist, should give meals to the policemen. Lala Ladha Mai 
brought loaves of bread and gave - them to the police and the general 
jpublic. It was about 2 p, m. when I heard that my brother’s ftos i’ or 
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7 daya old, had died. I and many others went to bnry him and came 
back at about 8 p. m. People came for condolsnoe. At about 10 p, m. 

I went to bed. Next morning, 1 woke up and went to tha tear. 
The hartal was continued. When I enquired of the people why 
the hartal was prolonged, they replied, that many people were shot 
dead by the military on the Bidtakhi day; so the hartal was resumed, 

I had a small shop in the Railway Bazar which I also h«d to close 
OH the 14th. I heard that a meeting was to be httld in the BharammU for 
the ending of hartal. People reached there about 10 or 11 a. m. Thera 
Sirdar Sant Singh read from a paper that Mahatma aandhi had been then 
released aad exhorted the people to open shops. People said that 
many persons at Amritsar had been shot dead; and that they did not 
know whose relations had died; so unless they got some information, they 
would not open shops. After this the whole town assembled in Idgah, 
I also went tliere^ A short while after, the Depnty Oommissionet 
along with the military came up there. I got afraid and came home# 
But I returned from home and opened my shop for soma time and. 
some others alst did so. On the 15th, when 1 came to my shopi Ih# 
liartal was continued. I again enquired from the people the rei^on 
for the prolongation of harial^ to which they replied that it was to 
express their indignation at the action of British soldiers, who took 
off Kri^am from the Sikh girls at Amritsar station* They lurthor.fSfld 
that girls, whether of Hindu, Mohamedan, Sikh or Sweeper were all 
alike to us, the hartal must be continued for the common cause. That 
day, my shop also remained closed* On the 16th, the shops opened and 
people began their usual work. I had also opened my shop. 

On the morning of the 22nd, I came to know that military had sur- 
rounded the city and that pickets with bayonets and machine-guns were 
posted erery where. I became nervous. After a short while, two sergeants 
came and told me that the Inspector wanted me. I at once followed them. 
When I reached theOlock Tower, I' saw that respectable people, pleadtrs^ 
and others, were standing there. I was also asked to join them* |l_ 
short time, a trumpet was blown, and all the military, on horse and food 
with naked swords and bayonets, surrounded us, and took us^alllp^ „the 
jail and locked us there. The pleaders asked the reason of their ‘#real, to 
which the Deputy Oommissione^^ quoted .a|iie 0 tioij^;|Wh|ah‘I do.no^ re* 
weujber and di^ not ]fenoW| ofenef 
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ballabiej anti tliat they would gi?e bails* The Deputy Commissiottef 
eaid that he was not allowed by higher authorities to release them OB 
bail Accordingly, we were taken to the jail and kept there for afcoat 
20 or ?25 (lays. Then we were produced before the Oourfe* I was charged 
of throwing Amira confeetioner’a milk and causing disturbance before 
Bulaki’s shop, The date for hearing was fixed for the 14ihj but I was 
called 6 or 7 days before the fixed date, and sentenced to 3 months* ri* 
goroas imprisonment withafime of Rs, 800* Ail the prosecution evidence 
brought against me was tutored by the police with threats* I had 
stated in my statraeiit that I had not known what the Rowlatt Bill or the 
Rowiatt Act was, I bad closed my shop because others had closed, 
Neither had I thrown any one’s milk nor had caused any disturbance 
before Bulaki Ram’s shop. I had been quite innocent and for a long 
time had been serving the Government servants and public. I had got 
sanads in recongnition of these services. I was unjustly treated. In 
the Ly allpur leaders case, I was unjustly sentenced to 9 months. We 
were much troubled in the Jail. We were taken out under strong guards 
with bayonets* No one heard us nor was any defence evidence taken. No 
one liked to eat the meals that were giving to us in the jail. The hartal 
on the 6th was due to the Rowlatt Act. The next hartal was owing to 
Mahatma Gandhi’s arrested. When the judment in leader’s case was 
pronounced all the roads were picketed. The hartals were spontaneous* 
Sardar Sant Singh and myself tried to get the shops opend. I am a 
public servant and I have got certificates to that effect. For this service 
1 was put in the leaders group ease, I always used to serve the army 
by giving them w’-ater at the Railway Station. I have been unjustly 
' prosecuted* . 
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fhe statement of Sohan Lai, son of Ram Kishan, Arom^ Gontractm 
age SO yearSi resident of Ghah No. 28^ J hang Branch, 

District Lyalljmr, 


I held a contract at Adah near Marwar Bungalow* I was sleeping 
in the inner oourt-yard at about 4. 30 a, m. on the 23rd of April, when 
mj Wie in anti informed rq® ^ few Engliilj wm 
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wming ontBide mH mlling me- ' I mn just getting tip tmr 

tenglishmen, including the Deputy Commissioner mi the Snpwfttooi- 
ent of Police^ came inside and| pointing a pistol at me^ ordered mti lo get 
up. I saw that British and Indian troops in good nnmberi were pwsinf* 
I was made to ride a motor car without being questioned anything. 
After this, the troops marched to Kamiala* I was made to aecompany 
them. The village Kamiala was surrounded and all the villagers were 
turned out, 10 men were selected, put in the motor ears und 
brought back to NorwalaL On reaching there, people from other 
villages were also arrested. At 2 p- m., we were allowed to answer the 
calls of nature under the supervision of the British soldiers. After 
that, we had to walk in a line under an armed British guard to Lyallpur. 
When we reached Lyallpur, I was locked up in the police quarter 
guard and the rest of us were sent to jail. I had to remain there for 
15 days, I was produced before the Police Superintendent every day, and 
there efforts were made to induce me to give evidence to the effect that^ 
Dn Dina Nath^s sons had gone to Kamiala, and that such and such per- 
sons of Kamiala participated in the crimes. I, however, refused to give 
such false evidence. I came to know from a constable of the quarter 
guard that my brother Suudar Singh had come to see me and that he also 
had been arrested, I was detained in the quarter guard for 15 days, and 
on my refusing to give false evidence, I was sent to Jail. I remamed in 
jail for 15 or 16 days. On the 22nd of May, I was produced before the 
Deputy Commissioner who ordered my release, 

3 or 4 months after, orders were communicated through the 
' Eevenue Palwai that, the house of my maternal uncle Hakim Eai, that 
of my brother, as also mine had been confiscated by the Government. 
We petitioned to the Deputy Commissioner, but to no avail. We were 
simply told that we harassed all men of the army and we cannot there- 
^ employed- in the army reside ■ in - Ghak ^ 

No* 28. Their Commanding officer, Harrison, was the officer com- 
manding here during the Martial Law days, and Sundar Singh, who is , 
a Maz;hab! Sikh of the same Ohak, was his clerk. Through Ms mischief 
some thing (we do not know what) was written by the Officser CoiA*-,’ 
manding to the Deputy Commissioner, upon which these #astlh - ; 
orders had been passed. 

We have pretty good dealingi 

smoiiot Iws IbeeQ epeijti oq 


M 
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for the last two years. The orders passed now cause us much trouble. 
It is eipeeted that the Deputy Commissioner or the Puijab Govern* 
ment may be moved to cancel the order of conEsoation. 


527 

The Statement of Gopsl Diss, son of Dem Ditta Mal^ Sdh% Arora^ 
of Akalgar\ TehsU Safimbad^ Dutriet Qnjranwala^ age 
19 yeafs^ noiv reBtiing at Lyailpur* 







I have been serving in the Telegraph Office, Lyallpnr, as a peon lor 
the last one year and eight months* During this period of serfioe^ I went' ■ 
home twice or thrice, but have been resuming my duties ^n 

!Ehur|day the 23rd of May, 1919, 1 went to the'JTAi bf'ihb' Deputy 
CJomihlssioner, Lyallpur. and delivered to the Commanding Officer 
' a telegram addressed to him. The Sahib began to read the contents of 
the fllegram and I having him went back* I had not gone 

away far, when the Colonel asked me, *^Why did you not Salam ? I 
told him I did salam. He said, You did not salaam me, ani 
noted down my name and full address and asked me to go away* I 
had not gone far when he called me again, and ordered me to salam 
him once snore* I repeated, ** salam Sahib ” and then he ordered me 
to gOe On the 25fch May I again went to the Library to deliver m 
telegram addressed to the Commanding Officer, In a room, with 
one door lying open, I put my step on the footpad to see whether the 
Sahib was in* At that, the Colonel cam© out, and I s&lamed him* 
He askaed my name and address, and I gave them to him. Before 
leaving, after delivering the message, I asked him if I had committed 
anf fault. He answered, ^Tou were going to step in with your shoes 
on,^ I Said, Was only trying to see you'’ He said ‘®Nog go away”, 
and t went away* Again on 26th, I went to the Library with a feelegram 
for the OoloneL The Sahib inquired, “How many more telegrams 
have you got for delivery!” I answered, “I have got four/^ He ordered 
me lo* go and so I left* On the 27th a constable tame to arrest ma 
but I had gone out for delivering telegrams. A second time the 
constable came with handcuffs, and In the meanwhile I had tlio 
reached the Telegraph Office, The policeman handcuffed me and tetok 
me to the Libarary before the Commanding Officer, The Oommanding ■ 
pfffeer constables to' sbqw pe the papes witlj w¥®b ^ 





Ptahham was to be flogged and theQ to oottfiae.ai®, *® tk® lo^'SF 
and to bring m tip cat 11 o’clock the next day. .On lh« nexl ^ li 
12 o’clock he took ine before the Oommandlng Officer. The ^looel 
explained everything about ine to the Commanding Officer tn l.n^|)eh* 
Then the Oommandiug Officer said to me, “When you went to the 
kothi of the Deputy Commissioner to deliver a telegram, you di4 ao* 
the sahib, and still the sahib pardoned you. You went Into the 
library without taking off your shoes. You are a Hindu, can yvn g<» 
with your shoes on where your father or some other elder is sitting?*'; 
I replied, “Sahib, No.” The Commanding Officer ordered that I shnoli 
be given live canes and asked the constable to take me to the jail, 

I was on the way when the Commanding Officer along wltli.jthn 
Civil Surgeon came in a motor car from behind, and took me np |n Ul 
to the jail. I was bound to the flogging post, made quite naked|!^|HMjl 
then given five stripes by the executioner, and then released, . 


Th» sta&MMiU of Hari Ohand, son 0 / Kishan Chmd, watxh maker, 
age S5 years, Lyallpitr, 


t was arrested by Amir Chand, head, constable of police, on 0 # 
about the fllst of May, 1919, Before actually arresting me, the iraid 
Police Officer asked me to illegally gratify him with a bribe, on 
refusing which he said, I was to be taken to the lock-np. I was then 
tl^ken to the police station, where Inspector Akram-ul-Haq after abasing 
me ordered me to be put into the lock^np. 1 repeatedly asked what 
offence I was being charged with, bat they only replied that I shonld 
know it in court. After 24 hours, I was taken to a magistrate, and 
a remand of 8 days was granted. The case then [proceeded and the 
principal prosecution witness who deposed against me was Mohamad 
Hussain, draughtsman. This man had personal enmity against me, as 
he and my younger brothar Gian Chand had a quarrel between them 
on account of being rivals in a love affair. This man Mohamad 
Hussain at once availed himself of this opportunity and askeS 
Akram-ul-Haq to chaUan us all three brothers ( myself, Gian Chand 
and Dewan Chand). Gian Ghaitd and Dewan Chand were npt at 
Lyallpur on the 13th, but had igonn to Lahore on urgent busiaess* 
I alone being at the station, I_ ^ ./.The 

stpry, ae- 1 came to know it inp^oj^, thys 
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alleged to have been loitering in the city between 7 and 9 p. m, on 
the 13th of April. But the fact is that I was present constantly from 
6 p. m, to 10 p. m. at the bungalow of Lala Shankar Das, B, A., UL. B 
the acting Government Advocate of the district, who had sent for me, as 
his son had been ailing at Lahore and his servants had all left for Lahore. 
!Chi8 gentleman, who was also counsel for the crown in the Maftial 
Law cases, bore testimony to my presence at his bungalow during 
those days. He was further corroborated by an equally respectable 
witness, Sardar Jagat Singh, M. Sc., Professor of Chemistry, Agri- 
cultural College, Lyallpur. But the Court overruled the defence for 
reasons known to itself. !Horeover, the principal prosecntion witness 
Mohamad Hussain had deposed that he had reported the alleged fact 


of my being a member of the unlawful assembly on the very .- c, ,. 
of the 13th of April, It is curious that the police did not see ite way 
to arrest me before the 21st of may, i. e., 40 days after the alleged 
offence. Astonished by the respectability of the defence witnesses the 
presiding magistrate, Mr. Hoyle, 1. 0. S., twice asked Mr. Shankar 
Dass Whether he was certain about my presence at his residence 
between the hours 6 and lOp. m. Upon Mr. Shankar Dass saying so, 
being bent upon incriminating me, he remarked that I might have 
joined the mob after 10 p, m. It should be noted that the prosecntion 
i. e., the police itself never alleged that the mob continued to disturb 
the peace or do any such similar act after 10 p. m. I am now released, 
my sentence having been reduced by two and half months, but 1 
am still harassed by the prosecution witnesses and the police, who 
threaten to incriminate me, whenever they get a suitable 
opportunity. 


1 may add that I was one of the twelve accused, who were all told 
that their cases would be tried on the 9th and 10th of June. But the 
cases were suddenly tried on the 5th June and finished in two hours. 
No witnesses were examined for the remaining eleven on behalf of 
the prosecution. 
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2^0 mtenien^ of H&tUi Khan, elerh of Sirdar Satit 
Singh, B. A,i LL. B., VakU, High Oowt, 
L^aUpur, 


1 respectfully state that lam the clerk of Sirdar Sant Singlf, 
Bi A., LL B., Vakil High Court, Lyallpar. I have been la? Bfl ■ 



-€imployment for mora tUn sii I •!»* m if 

'SaMb, Inspector of police, tbrongb a ooiitsbl# la tM Wll if Mif # 
1919, after the pleaderk had been arrested* Bt ililitei^ iht^b, 11# 
agency of a few persons, that ^ I shonld give false If Ideiaei 
Singh, brother of SardarStofe, Singh and Harnam Singh* hii 
by deposing that they had burnt a few papers in Hngiish tiid s feg'llt# 
containing notes against the Gofernnaent. But I refused to gif# 
false evidence against these innocent mm* They both (dal Singh >ttd 
Harnam Singh ) were absent from Lyallpnr on the day of the 
■ of Sant Singh* They had reached Lyallpnr 5 or 6 days after* tlpill 
this, the Inspector personally pressed me to state that the paperi 
the register were burnt by Sirdar Sant Singh ^and other leaders tii iay 
■presence. Still I ref used to do so, as I was ignorant of all Ihlsi* 

This displeased the lospeclor and he sent for the District 
tenilent of Police, Just then at the Kotwali, Saheb Bahadur oaoi# attd' 
pressed me hard to obey the Inspector. On refusal, I was thrastohoi* 
I did not lose courage and refused to do so as before. I was theh 
offered a bait of being given a loyalty certificate from the Govern^ 
ment, in case, I could prove a case against the pleaders by giving 
evidence, as my evidence was very reliable* I still refused# Thereupon 
-after getting my pugree removed was put up in the lock-*up for two 
hours, after which I was brought out and asked if 1 had com© to 
my senses. Still I ref used. As I had displeased the officers by iii- 
obeying their orders, I was told I would be ehaUaned along with them 
go that I^might enjoy their company in JaiL 


Thus I was ehallanei and Mehta Jemini and Munahiram* the 
.ptoons, who had persuaded me to give fake evidence, were taken as 
prosecniloa witnesses, against me, and on the instructions of the polio# 
officers, they gave fake evidence against me and were the cause of my 
puniBhment for six months rigorous imprisonment under section 201 
I* P* C« under Martial Law, 


I have biBeii releabed now alter three and, a half monihe through 
the clemency of the Lieut-Governor. ■ y ' 

Oa the day of m j arrast I was kept thirsty and iiii agry, ihopgh It 
was a very hot day* ; ^ 


I. p« 20 
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, file datemenl.of. AmbX Bmgh Bon.o/Ganga Sing^Siklh ialfA. 

age 2B years^ LyaUpur^ 


Two or three taonths before the ietrodiietionfof Martial La\\% Nathi; 
linm, Sergeant, had given me one piece ot cloth for sewing, But I fell 
i!l tuid cottid not give him the sewn cloth. I came bacfc_/oiiiy shop after 
two months. Nathu "Ram came and treated me harshly, ami said that if 
he found any opportunity he would take revenge. At that time Deputy 
Hari Singh was at the shop. I asked him to note that* Thereafter I 
went to^ Bangaia Saliwalai where.! had fixed a .coal kiln during the 
btBaisakhi» I was not present in Lyalipur. On the 12 ch I had. 
received money from Lala Ganga Bam for some coal in Dichkot ! was 
not present on the day on which hartal was observed. On* 24th April. 
Kirpa Bam, Sergeant, had come there to arrest Hira Hand. He saw me 
there. Accordingly on Nathu Barn's instigation, he took me also. 
Soon on my arrival in the Thcma^ I was produced before K. S. Akram 
tJhHaq. He enquired as to where my Niswari coloured turban was, 
although I have never used a coloured turban. After this, he asked me 
to sit in the Thana, and I remained there the whole day. Hext day he 
sent me to Mohammad Syad, Inspector, Police Lines* Pie qoesrionetl 
me and considering me innocent, released me that very day. I came 
to the Kotwali to get my bedding and was stopped by Nathu Bana 
and Kirpa Earn and again produced before Akram- U14iaq. He again 
bade me sit down. I remained there for 5 or 8 days and dodo ques- 
tioned me. The witnesses would come and sit . down on the 
with other policewalas and identify us. We were not tdlowed to go to 
our homes to take meals, and if we asked permission, we were abused. 
Some, who had been kept in the Thana, like me, were made witnesses and 
some, accused. On 9th May, we were going to be challaned, when we raised 
an objection. Then three days time was given to produce our defence# 
The defence witnesses came, but they, were put quite Irrelevant 
questions and they went back. A day, before we were ehallmed^ the 
Inspector sent for us together, anddkeepmg tho witnesses betore m 
said" Talilit lo, ya TokUa mUega^ We con Id not understand 
him. We w^ere afterwards made. ^tO' /Understand that if we would 
become prosecution witnesses, : we. would get ^ TahM\ i. e* we 
would be let off; but if we would not become prosecution wit 
nesses, W6 would get ®TakhtaM. e* .( The meaning of tho* 

whole was that if ethej would become witnesses, they would lead aa 
easy and peaceful life, otherwise They would be harassed and trouW^% ' '■ 



'Ob the l3th May, we were tMlhmi and brought before la# Cottrf « w# 
•were again produced on the 28th, and the hetrltig was IliecI on iti^ 
01-b, lOrh, 11th, 12th and 18th June^ We were lolct that froiftctiilim 
•witnesses would follow defence witnessesi and Judgment wOckI bo 
pronounced on the ISth* But instead, wa were called o© th# 
Itli of June and 1 was sentenced to 2 years and 7 inontlis liiipi'lacia* 
rnent with Es. 50 fine« No defence was taken. On appeal, tliw 
'^•entence was reduced to 6 months and Rs, 50 fine, I nmor ccniraiitfufl 
.■inycrifae. The Police bore ilhwiil against me* 1 was chaflaned iintl 
sentenced, bBcaiise I had refused to give Mbo evidence against otfc'^^r 
innocent people. . , . 


Tim skdernent of Gian Singh, son of Sara Singh, Klmiri, 
fruit seller, age 22 years, of Lyallimn 


Nathu Eirpa Ram used to buy fruit at my shop for thoff 

own use, and often we were .. on- bad, terms,. ■ Kirpa Ram generally «@id 
to trouble the people :aBd ' was ■ once . degraded for , mischief ; he had 
beaten one man, and had snatched money -from Mm, He saw in Martial 
Law a good opportunity and ^ got; me.: arrested. I was innocent and had 
not .committed any crime.' Nathu Ram and Kirpa Ram got me arrested 
simply for old ill-will, which had arisen on account of fruit buying* I 
was sentenced to 2 years and seven.months imprisonment with Rs, 50 
fine* The rest of my statement confirms that of Amar Slngli, son of 
■Ganga Singh, (No, 530.) 

The prosecution witnesses that were produced agamsfc ub were 
either badmaskes, or those who were in conspiracy with the police. 


The statewwfit of Earn Datt Malhotra, age 1C yean, son 
of Wmra Ma\ Glerk in the office of 

1 Valkish Company, Racheri 
Bazar, Ly allpur. 


I wasfa student of the Government High School, Lyallpur, and 
appeared last time for the Matriculation. ' "After the ' exarhinatibn and 
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bfcfforB ilie Mftlrieiilation ragult had oome out* 1 used lo wmK 
at ihn shop of Ma'-^ter Eattbir Dev* On the 25 of April at about 3 p. 

Dina Natbt ^nh Inspector, came to the shop and asked rne to aocompamy 
him an the Tktntudar wanted me. Ha took me to the Kvimali where /oy 
eldc^r brotberi liam Cliarid, was also present I was taken fo om room 
wliere the Inspector aad Thamdar were sitting. Tlie Inspector asked 
me whether I knew anythiag abent the disturbance In Ohakla oe the 
night of the 13tlu 1 replied in the negative. On this, they began- to 
threaten and intimidate me, and sald/'If you would aoltell us, we would" 
send a telegram to the Dniversitj and get you plucked ; yon would be 
tmprisonedi your whole life would be marred.’* They further said, ** If ^ , 
you will tell us what we want, you will get a reward and we will try 
to gel you successful through the University Examiaatidw/':’^ ■' 

, have to choose between these two alternatives/^ Then he'<‘thl4 ttiih lO' 
sit outside in the verandaV Again I was called at night ind asked 
■•i^hethe? I knew what people had taken 'me to Jhumra to Out wires. I said 
')fhtt.l did not know anything about it. On thiSs they got angry m& 

; Ibid to'’ go knd 'sleep, and that 1 would be asked the next mommg^ 

- The niikl day,, they- called me and' said that if I would depose in Ihe 
court as they told me, they would release my brother. I replied that 
I would depose as taught if they released my brother. On thie, they 
released my brother and from, time to time taught me what was to be 
deposed. After 10 or 12 days they took me to Jhumra with other 
boys and brought us back after two days. Seven or eight daj s after, 

. they got a remand for 15 days from the Magistrate against me and - 
Amar Nath, and sent the rest of the boys, after one day and to 

the lock-up. Then we were told that out of us two, whoever would 
lepeal the tutors! statsment bstter^ would be gl?ea. a pirdea arul 
released. After 14 days, both myself and Amar Nath w^re takeu to the 
Court Inspector. We were told that he was a Magistrate and that I 
should give the tutored statemeat and get pardon.. I said that I would 
mt give false evidence. Then they seat both of us to Jail. Oa thn 27th 
of May, orders were pronounced against me, sentencing me to two years. 

In the jail, for the irst three days, I was given cotton yarn to pick and 
for the other 4 or 5 days I was ordered to make a rope of reeds aLid then 
dicdlami with other boys to the Lahore Jail A day before our eJiaUm 
al about 12 olclocfc, we were chained. For one day and night fettoiM 
niained on our feet and we were much troubled. Next day by the 2*l©’' 
p«m.' train, we were sent to Lahore. At Lydlpup from the jail to the 
station we came oa foot and blood c.ame out of our amklei. We reach# 

Lahore at 7 p. m. and after taking our meals we were taken on foot' 
with fetters oa from the station to the Jail which is about 3 mEes; ■ 


Tlsat^ight we slept with fefeters on. On Ae mxi day M afentil tO a* 
the chains were remoTed* After medical, examination, t wti lockid 
in^Jqnarantine and given 12 ^cer^^grain to grind daily, Om city 1 w»i 
given a'^baglweighlng 2| maunds of grain to grind. Om day I left M #tift 
gram mgroBiid, for which I was^pnlled by the ears and given a heilliflrf 
wifcli. a shoe*. After 8 days I was taken out of i|Tmranliiie and yoked tl 
Itie well® For 22 days I did that labour from 7 in the morning to §’ in 
fee evenlEg^ with only an interval of 15 .mintites -at noon, ■ If ' wC' ilaek^' 
eneci a little we were beaten^ with shoes. Then I was given the work of 
repairing the eane-seats of chairs,' which I did for 2| months* Ott 
the last day I was given clerical work. On i7th of Septemberf I itii' 
released* 


533 


Ike etatemmt o/Eam Eakha, mi of Btharilal, Btdimani, 
reBident of AwTibsar. at president in f^yaUpur. 


On the 6th of April, a hartal was observed in .Lyallpnri ani l was^' 
here then as I had to get Es, 190 from Saddar Bin, son of Umar Bin car- 
penter* I went back to Amritsar on the Bfch* On I4th Maj Nathii Bam,- 
Head 0oii8tal>le,caiiie td me in Amiitsar. He aaid that a warrant had been 
Issued by the B. .^Police^ Station, Lyaiipnr against me and that, ^ I 
thonld^ accompany him to Ljallpiir, I asked him many times the roasoii 
for the warrant. He remained in Amritsar for two days, and toCfc . 
Bs. 270 as a bribe from me, promising that he would ■ save me from the 
,,8. I* Lyalipur. I was brought to Lyalipuf'On the 16th and kept in the 
Oiiihe morning of the^ I7ch,. I was produced before SfaramJJi 
Haq, Inspector of Police. The Inspector required me to give evidence 
in the Pleader's case, which I refused flatly, saying that I did not know 
anything about that and I was not prepared to give false evidence, 
Then lie kept on threatening me and I continued refusing to depose 
falsely* On the 21 st 5 1 was put into the lock-up. On the 22nd, I was. 
taken to the court and was sent to jail after remand for on®.; 
week, In the jail, Akram Ul Haq came to me twice and said that thevo 
was time even then and that if I would depose falsely against 'the 
‘pieaders I would be let off. I again said that I would not teE^lles 
hence^ would not give evidence. The police bore ill will' tgklhst me,,' 
because once, when Lyallpur memorial was being erected '/'qtit side 
Railway Gate, a policeman had stolen, a Government jiwpodeil ' sleeper 
and I had given evidence against Mm inth.#’eourliha g#f him 'aentenood;^ 
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to 6 month^B iraprJsoTiniieot ; aii4 at auDther timt^ om 8h.iv 
was arrested under t!ie Gatn'iHfiijr d, and I ha i apiia-ired as a winiess 
against him, the result of which was that he was puntslieil by Mr. 
Phillip. That constable was a favourite of Jahangir Khan, Sub 
Inspector^ who was poRfeed in Lrallpur at that time. This Is wfc j he 
got me am^sted at Amritsar, an 1 iinjiistiy put me In Martial cases. 
On 2Hth May, I was taken to the Deputy Coiaiaissloiieri Mr. Ib'^yh-j's 
eoiirl, aful WtivS told t hat d.ehoicH Mvidenee would iioar;! on ;‘t‘o and 
pith Juno and ortfors Would he prcmoiinced on 14th and 15tii , Tim 
■ order against me was proHoiiuced on tLm 5ih instead ol! on tii« said 
date, wltlmat infonniog my relations and my coiiusel engaged by my 
'■■relations. ■"■'■■ 

On the 5th, I was called in the court and was sentenced to c|i 
year and seven months* rigorous imprisonment. I repeatedly asked the 
court to inform my relations and pleader, but Akram Ul Haq, Inspector, 
was present la the court, and he bade me keep silence saying it was 

Martial Law. 

Very hard labour was I given in jail. As long as I was in the iock-iip, 
my servant Bakshi Earn brought my meals both times and paid 2 
each time to Kirparam, Head Constable, because he would not have 
allow my meals, if my servant had not paid him. I am iiiBOcerit and 
was unjustly sentenced. 


534 

The.. staternmt ofBc^^^ Singh, Bon'ofGhiiMj Singh Mekra. toaJi' 
age 40 years^ Jkatkai Shop-Keeper ^ Kiiteherg Bazar, Ljjallpvr, 


I, was arrested by the Sab Inspector Police, Jahangir Khan. The Fo* 
■ lice first asked me to give evidence against Beva Singh and Blraii Singh, 
I said I would not make false statements. Jahangir Khan pressed me, 
hut I refused to do.so, I was put into' prison ^ at two o’clock. On the 8th, 
I remained io. the prison cell afthe'K'oSwIiA.On the 9th, I was taken tn 
Polly Sahib’s Office, but the Sahib had 'gone to, Sangla. I had appointed 
;.,:Bardar .K,hazati Sfegfa, Bar-at-law, as my pleader, .During these dajs^' i. 
was not presented before any Magistrate. At 11 p. m. on the 9tlii of 
: June, . I, as well as Beva Singh and Bhan Singh, were taken to the 
Library, where the MartialCourt; used tobeheld. No statement was taken 
at all. No enquiry was made' of me. ' .The Sahib Bahadur only ordered 
-:!bIx months imprisonment,' afterwards ' commuted to three months,, 
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The otlier two received 6 months each. I was then taken to the prison 
cell at the KotwaU and not the :JaiI. The next day, the tenth, I was 
taken to the Jail. The Sepoys were asked why they had not come on 
previous evening, to which they replied that they could not do so as 
the punishment was^ inflicted after 11 p. m. The jail was closed at that 
time. I asked my wife and Bawa Hukam Singh to call for the Barrister 
at ilp. ta. They told me that the Barrister could not come. No court 
could be held then. I in vain cried for statements to be taken. 
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n.e statement of Dyal Singh, soti of Eardat Skigk, age 24 

yBCLTs^ tdilory Jvdil BaisdVp LyoMpiiT^ 


At about 12 noon one day, Manna Singh, an old customer of mino 
came to my house, and on the pretext of giving me some clothes for sew, 
-ng took me to the police lines. Asking me to stay outside he went inside 
and talked to the Police Sub-Inspector. Then he came out of the room 
and said, “ Look here, you are an old associate of mine and I am an old 
custQuier and dealer of yours, please be good enough to confer a perso- 
nal ol.hgation.” I asked him what he wanted. He said that I should 
give evidence to the effect that I, ( Dyal Singh ). with some others hll 
been deputed by the members of the District Congress Committee an 
particularly by Sirdar Sant Singh, B. Bodh Raj, Lala itarnam Das QIni-h' 
m»ch,a,, UkBbagh.Ra„, L.1, Dina a„d othara'toeo to 

Ivhiola, a Sikh village of some importance, and make known there the 
Story or rumour of the bairo girls (who were alleged to have been 
closely searched by the authorities at Amritsar ) in order to create 
merely some excitement among the Sikh community of that village I 
xlatly refused to do so. Thereupon he asked me to depose again?Dr 
Dina Nath alone. I refused that also. Manna Singh is a ZaiWaripor 
about the village of Khiola. Then I was detained there for 12 days am 
was not allowed to go home or any where else except on 2 or 3 occasiona 
during the whole of that perk d. From time to time, they would squ- 
eeze my hands under the legs o(E.arpam (cots) with a man or tlo 
seated on It. whenever I cried, I was severely chastised. They const- 
antly kept on asking me to depose 'against the above mentioned gent- 
emen. I always refused. They threatened more than once to torture 
me by making a peacock of me. I never knew what that process meant. 
Then I was sent to the Lyallpur station lock-up near the Tehail building 
After two days in the lock up, I was, sent to the Lyallpur jail, with 



'688 


LjmllpQr— No. 636 contd. & 636. 

8ome others, I was then charged under aeotion 143 1. P. 0. along with 
the Khiola accused, and was not allowed the opportunity to produce 
defence evidence. I was convicted and sentenced to 6 months rigorous 
, and Rb, 500 fine Though I am an extremely poor man 
and unable to pay snch a heavy fine, Asa result of this punishment 
my relatives had to incur debt on my behalf at a high rate of interest 

in order to pay the amount of the fine. 
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The BtaiemiV, </I.achliman Das8, sow qf Shankar Bass, 
Goldemit/t, retidetU of Ljfollpnr^ 


Thero was a hartal in Lyallpur city, I did not join any meeting. 
■1 did not ask any shop-keeper to close his shop, nor did I instigate any 
to make a row. 1 was not allowed by the Proprietor of my shop 
.•figp Jtoywhere after closing On this account, I did not go any- 
where, On Sacntday, the 25th of April, at about 4 p. m., when I 
was busy at my shop, Nathoo Ram and Amir Chand, Head Constables 
,came to me and said that I was wanted by the Inspector of PoUce for a 
few minutes in the tham. 1 did not make any excuse. I simply 
asked them as Co vfhy I was wanted there by the Inspector. They 
replied that I was to be consulted on a matter regarding the hartal. 
When I went to the City Kotwali^ I saw many peoplejsitting in different 
places. I also was asked to sit by them. Nearly 10 or 12 minutes 
after thac the Inspector of Polios called me and said. " Tell me on cath, 
who has made the shops close in the Rail Bazar.” I replied that I 
know nothing about it. The Inspector of Police said that as far a'^ his 
knowledge went the shops of the Rail Bazar were made to dose by 
Dr. Dina Nath and Vaishau Das, (ioldsmith, I said I knew nothing 
about it. He again said that I saonid make a statement in writing 
that the shops were dosed at the instanea of Vaishau Nath, Goldsmith, 
and Dr. Dina Nath and that after giviag this sort of statement I could 
go. But if I did not make such a statement, I should be taken to the 
ioek-cp and kept there. He asked me, “why should you therefore 
suffer ncy more trouble and. not go home after giving the statement 
In s.h« wav you ate adcsJ.” I replied, - 1 di t.’ti like to tell lies. 
TiioMCvu .‘.fc *.iu, ‘C. vC-iif/jr, ryji aff-C' i v.-.s (dr l*y 

Jehiingir Kdan, Sab luspeolor, and hi sail, “ Wiiy siio.jl 1 )ou nOt - 
save yourself from all this trouble r' Where was the hi.'m if the state* 
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ment was giveE like that of other people. Better give yOar statement 
as we suggest^ otherwise; a very bad treatment would be accorded to 
you.’^ I was in the iliana continooosly for 19 days, and was not allowed 
to go’ home, in the inter vaL My relatives used to bring my food 
therOs and insisted ^on' my ■ giving a statement as desired by the pdlicei,. 
under penalty of imprisonment in jail* They also said that in the 
eveni'of my not doing SO5 I would be made the subject of -some other 
case« It was therefore natural that I should accede io all this* But I 
did ' not agree iospite of their repeated requests* ■ I ' told them that 
1 should not tell a lie. After 19 day’S; I was put in a lock-up in 
.the evening time, and aiter keeping me- the whole day^/they again came , 
io. me, and said there was ' still time for me to| think over,, otherwise : 
it would be tooJate after I was eliallaned^ and further added tbat^ if 
'I made a statement according' to their wishes^ I would be, 
.taken' out from the lock-up all, at once. The policemen fuithei* 
.Insisted' that I should give my statement before the court as suggested 
already^ for which they would help me on some other occsasion. That 

, was the ■ time for me to help them^ and also save myself from the 
trouble* On my refusing to do so, they closed the lock-up* T waa 

brought before the Court and I was told . I was to be tried for lh« 
following offences s — 

(1) That I was one of the- party in the funeral jraceasiou 

of the Eowlatt Act, * . 

(2) That I looted the shop of Dewan Ohand,, syrup-seJIer. of Jhang 

' Bazar^ and broke--liis bottles and beat his servants. 

•(^) ThatT looted the shop of “Pathama^ Shop-keeper of Amiopur 
' ':V ■' 'hazaf and spoiled his milk, etc., and beat him* 

■A date was .fixed^ and I was sent to the jail* ,On my appearing 
before the Court on the day fixed, I gave my statement to the effect 
that I had never joined any meeting. I had no knowledge, of anything 
'''fud 1^-d know any body* ■ Than the case was fixed for theffth and' 
ibth of June* Bat four or five days before the date fixed for the next 
hearing, i.e* on the Sth of June, I was called before the Court which 
sentenced me to rigorous imprisonment for 20 years^ without taking 
any defence evidence^ or , any statement of mine. On my applying 
for merey^ the sentence was reduced to 6 months. After undergoing 
rigorous imprisonment for 6 months^ in Jail^. I was released on the 4tii nf 
Peeember^ 1919 at about 11-30 a*. ndir. - 

':'i 't. 



6i0 LyaJlpar— 'No. bUt 

537 

The statemeni of Sahib Singh, son of Smdar Singh, age 29 
flour sdler, Moutgomerg Bazar, Lyallpur. 


On the 26th ot Maf, when t want from home to my shop 
after taking breakfast, oneNathaRrm, constable in plain dress, was 
sittinsj in a shop opposite to mine, fle came to mo and told me that 
the Tlianedar wanted me to tell him the rate of Soar. I told him the rate 
there and asked him to tell it to the Thanedar, but he told me to 
accompany him there.^I conid not avoid going. There I was kept 
for 5 days and nobody enquired anything of me. After 4 or 5 days, the 
Inspector called me alone and asked me whether I knew the names 
of those who were sitting outside. I replied that I knew none, and I 
knew of no oocurrenoes. Then he said that he would himself tell me 
the names, and having told them, said that he wanted me to say 
that these man had caused disturbauces in the bazar la my presence. 
I replied I would not speak lies. Then he said that one could speak 
lies to save oneself. To that, I replied that my conscience and 
religion did not allow me to speak untruth, and if I had been there, I 
would certainly have told him the names, Then he called me 
‘ hammzade’f^eso-hotvt), threateningly bade me sit outside; and I went 
outside. I was confined for another four days. After this, my father 
and Sardar Gnlab Singh came to the Thana. Sardar Qulab Singh 
said to the that I was a quiet boy and should be let off. 

After that, the Inspector and the Saheb called me into the office. The 
Inspector told Sardar Saheb to ask me to give evidence against some 
whose names he would tell, and then I would be let offi Qulab Singh 
asked me to give evidence. I replied that I had known nothing, and 
would not give false evidence. Then he threatened me and told me 
that if I would not yield, I would have to remaiu there. I romaiued 
in the Thana till the 12th of the next mouth. Ou the 12th5 1 was put in 
the lock-up, and on the 13th prodnoed before the Court. Then I wM 
aoain presented on the 28th and was told that orders would be pro* 
nouuced on the 14th ot the next month, ie. Jane. Bat, instead of l4th 
JuuB orders were prouonnodd on the 5th of Jane* Our statements were 
not lecorded. On the 6 th, we were asked to bring onr defence, to which 
leplied that we were called earlier. After that, I was taken oat »! 
theojuit. After one hour, I was again called in and order was pro* 
flowwssd against toe seatenoing me to six monthi. i ol^ged 
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mcleif g 60 |^ 00 ® and 147 of tho -ladiao Peaal Oode^ tho paoishoaeftt 
bfeiog S-'indaths aad@r eaoli seofioo. Theal was seal to the jail m 
prisonePs olothes* On the 17tb, quite early ia the iBoraiag^ I wai 
ehamed and broaghfc to the Lahore jail by rail 

The reason of N itha Rtm^s iU*will against m was this. O le 
day in the eveaiag, ha came to oar shop and sdi that the 
Thamdar wanted a bag of floar, bat would give the price late? oa« 
My father replied that he was giving the bag of flour without aoy 
profit, but that he would give it only for hard cash. Oa this, he bad 
fot offended. 

Daring the days I was in the Ihana^ my meals used to . come 
from mj house, but the sentinels would keep them with th^^^mselves. 
Sometimes they would give them to nsj and sometimes not. I fell ill^ 
being kept hungry for 2 or 3 days When I went to Pandit liishL 
Kesh'-to get some medioiae, I wis given a cm'.'jtabla tok'-} 0 p'an eya 
over me. Nest day, I went lo tike mod^clnes bat the Pan ^hap 
was closed, and I took it from Dr. Nana LaU 
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Ths $kiAemef^ Indar Singh, $on of Sardar Kishan Singh^ Zammdar 
MajwiXri sliu(kntf ith High Glma^ aged 17 gears ^ reeidmi} of WarQmf 

now at Lgallpur, "j ' 

' f ' 


Oae day before Martial Law had been introdnced, I bad a quarrel 
with Ifathoo Ram and Kirpa R»m, constables, Both of them wanted 
to take water first from a pipe, and; as I had to go to school, I was 
anxious to have the water before they could take it. Ths eoustables said 
that perhaps I did not kaow what po.vers they had. Being a stu- 
dent, I did not care at all for their threat. I went bick home 
after taking the water. Many days after Martial Law had been prooiai- 
med, I was one day coming home after purchasing' some vega* 
tables, Nathoo Ram met me aad said, “Aoeompany me to the 3fAa«a, 
yon are wanted by the Sub'Iuapajter.” I asked for a writtsa letter 
to that effect. He gave me two or three blows and poshed me on 
to the Thaua. Ihere he said to Jebangir, Sub Inspector, and: also to 
the Inspector that I might serve item in some way. X was webbing at 
that time and was made to sit before Jahangir, who made njo keep 



qaiet and threatened me with paniishmeat, anieaa l depoiad affaiost soon 
people as Dr .Dina Nath and Satdar Sant Singh whom I consider to be 
leadera I replied that I had bmn ill and bad therefore no knowledga 
of anything. Thereupon, he threatened me with inaprisonment or 
transporation for life. I was made to sit in the sun for two days in a 
lonely place. Two days after that, 1 got fiightenid and said, “Very 
well, I will 8 ly wba'averyou dictate tome.” I was seat home with 
orders that I should present myself before them every day. After two 
days, 1 thot^bt to myself, why shonld I give falsa evidence against any 
leader. Accordingly, I requested Ikrainul Haq, Inspector, to have pity 
on me, and to better take evidence from some other men and leave me. 
On that, he called me bad names and said that I would be ekaUimed. 
I was again taken to the thana and made to sit there for three daya 

0% my nol’agreeing, 1 was sent to Mohammad Said, Snb Inspector 
ot Police Line, where 1 was kept in custody for 4 or 5 days. Efforts 
were,a^e to ptodnee evidence against Khiala people. There I saw 
many hCys and Some Zamindats treated very badly by the policemen, 
They uted foul language and beat me also. It was very seldom that 
1 oonld take food from home. Four or five days after this, Satdar 
Manha Singh came and asked me to depose as desired by the police, and 
also threatened me, I got frightened and prepared myself again to 
give evidence as suggested by the police, 

I was again sent to Ikramnl Haq, Sub-Inspector of Police, and 
was allowed to have ray food after 1 had given them to understand that 
I would depose according to their wishes. The following, day, 1 was 
again sent for, and asked with regard to the way of my giving evidence. 
I said, I had told yon once that I would depose as yon say. 1 need 
pqji tiw^refore be bothered on this account any more.” 1 farther that 
§dded tha^ I would depose to the best of my recollection. Thereon, 
the police suspected that I might not depose at all. I was again taken to 
the lock«np. was brought before the court on the ^Ist of May. 
There were other accused with me at that time. 29th was fixed for hear- 
ing. On the 29tb, prosecatioa witasises were beard. Tuey wa- a all 
false and tutored, an 1 their statemauts were o latradiojory. TheG)art 
did not take any note of their statements. Sammonses were served on 
the defence witnesses, bat their evidence was not taken at all, I had 
respectable persons of the town for my defence. The case was decided 
bj tbe.QUart on the 30th, and I was fined only Ks. XOO, (which I paid 
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there and tlieD)^ as 1- was a mere ;boy, and might have committed the 
crime at the. instigation of some body. At the lime of removing tho 
handcofis^ the conrt Inspector said that 1 had to be arrested in 
another ease. Aceordingljj l was sent ■ to the jail again. I came to 
know the particnlars of my first ease only in jaib and the charge 
was that I went to Khiala and spread agitation. I never went to Khi-^ 
ak. I did not know anything of my second case even in jail, I was 
in jail for 9 days, and waa told that the 9th was the date of my case. 
They took me, to the IDepnty Commissioners Oonrt^on ihelOtb^ ins-*- 
tead of the 9th, and by that time Martial Law has came to an end* 
Accordingly, I was released and not given any particulars of the charge 
for which I was arrested, 

NoW| I am neither allowed to read in the School nor is a discharge 
certificate granted to me. My father has sent several petitions to. 
His Honour the Lieatenant-Governor, but has -received no reply. My 
life has been wasted, I wanted to prosecute my studies, but am not 
allowed to do so. 

1 have not committed any crime, and have received this treats 
ment simply on account of the highhandedness of the police. 
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The statement of Ram Lok> son of Lala Daulat Bam^ aged li gearsi 
KhatH^ late student of'5tJi Class, Government High 
School, Lgcdlpur» 


4 >' 


I appeared at the Matriculation Examination held in 1919, but, as 
our result was not out, I used to spend the day either at my house, or 
.at'the.vshop. On the 25th of April, at about 6p m., Nnr Ahmad: and 
: Amir Ghands constables, came to our house, (Nur Ahmad had -eQmity' 
v/ith me). They called me by my name. I appeared afc the door and 
asked them if they ealkd for me, and if so. what bosioeFs they had 
with me. They d I km-w that b^th my Cuusins had been arrest^ 
ed and were in the Iock*up; and that Dr. Satyapal was also there. 
They further told me that Dr, Satyajal wanted me to take over 
the beddings and food for both of, my cousins, and that he wanted me 
there for a few minutes to tell me something* I then accompanied 
them to the Kotwali (Police Station). Inspector of Policy 
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was skadiog oiitsid#* The polke preseated me before himi Se tskei 
me my name aad professioa. I fcoldbim the same* He Ihea eaqalfid 
if I knew the oameB of the persons who had been making a moise ia th# 
bmar^ and those who were respoBiible for the JmHalp and if I knew 
anything else. I replied I knew nothing. Hoaring this reply, he 
asked Niir Ahmad to take me to the Polioe Station# I was made to 
sit on the floor. F'ood and bedding were provided from my hoass, and 
we had to sleep on the floor doring the hot days. No 6n|ciiries W^re 
made into my mm for some font days. On or about the 5th of May, 
I was ealled by the Inspector. He told me to depose ai Ss'ifoijttiridi, 
and that on doing so, I wonld be released Bat, as’ I bad know- 
ledge, I deolined. lathe meantime, Jahangir Khan; Scife»lhi|}eobf 
also arrived there. Iktam-ubHaq asked Jehangir Khan to fmrsnade 
me* Jahangir Khan took me to his room and addressed "|Q#has, 
;;**iiook here, your father is an pld and poor mam He^has-.c^ht 
reoommendations from big psTsons to na, and if you tell ns all "that 
we want, we shall release you. We are making all these eaqairies to 
, please our officers and do not want anything else. You may fearlessly 
tell na all abont the city.*’ 1 replied, I do not know anything about 
it. What can I tell yon f*’ Nathu Ram, 'Sergeant ( Head Ooasta- 
able A who was sitting qnite near me, abused me and sent me out of 
the room on hearing my reply. Nothing again was asked of ma for 
6 or 7 days. Once again, the same question was askei, and I gave the 
same reply. One day, I told the Sub-Inspector that I wag qnite 
innocent, and he told me that the investigation was being made, and, 
if I were found innocent 1 would be released. Thus, I was kept under 
arrest for soma three we^ks. Oa or about the ITfch of May, at about 
9*30 p. m., the Inspector sent for me, and told me to go to my house, 
and that I should present myself again the nest day at 8 a, m., b 3 fota 
him. For three days, 1 regularly want there and Sat outside the 
Police Station from 8 a. m. till evening, excepting the few minates, 
when I left for my meals. One day, 1 was told by Jahangir Khan that 
my presence had been insisted oo, that I might not find ■ time to go to 
cily and tei! anythi^ig to the people.Ou or about the 20th or the 2l8t 
1 wass piT'SPnted before the Court Inspector by Ikram-uUH'sq. He told ,m 
th?it I was free^ and that I could go-to my plao= 5 j and my presence was 
BOt required. I was at my place for 7 or 8 days, i e... till the 28th of^ 
May. On the 27fcii, my father gave evidence for the defence of Raib 
patte. On the 28tb, a policeman canie to my house and' told 
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1 was waatad by the Inspector of Polica I acoompaniad him to the 
Police Station* My person was searched, and 1 was bandcoffad and 
•mm presented before the Magistrate. The Court laspeafcor tol 1 rne 
that I had been charged under section 147 for creating disturb inoes 
in the street. Ha told me fnrther, that the proseoutioii witaas.-jes 
against me would appear on the 9th and 10th of June, and tliO defence 
witnesses would appear on the ilth and I2th, and ■ that the ■ joclgmeni: 
would be delivered on the 13th or the 14tb. ■ ^ I -.was then -, romoved io 
the jail with other accused persons. Bat, instead of the 9th, I was 
called before the Magistrate on the 5th, without any previous informa* 
tioo either to me or to my relatives, and then without giving me any 
chance of presenting my witnesses^ and without e3;eo taking any 
statement, I was sentenced to one year and seven months’ rigorous 
imprisonment under section 147, 506 and 426 of the Indian Penal Code. 

1 was kept in the Lyallpar jail like an ordinary criminal for one week 
Fetters were then put on my feet, and I was removed to the Lahore 
Borstal Jail, where, for the first ten days, I was required to grind 18 
mrs corn every day, and then for a week, I worked at the pipe drawing 
waters and then for a month, I worked at the well. I had to^go to the 
well fpr work at about 7 a. m., and had to work there till 6 in the even* 
ing, with about half an hour’s rest at noon. I worked as a clerk after 
this, for a few days, when I received the order for my release. Now, I 
am neither admitted into the school, nor given any certificate. 
Consequently, I cannot enter any service, nor can receive further 
education. My parents are old and poor. 

640 

Wie ^atemmt (/ Eam, eon of Tuki Mam, Brakmm, Bawhif, 
aged 19. yearSi LyaMpwr, 


Go the 26th oi April, I was arrested by a policeman on the orders 
of Kathn Ram, Hamliar^ and takeii to the Police Station. There I 
*ftB beaten and threatonedj and then told that I would ba let off, if I 
i)rotdd say that we hed gone to cut wires at jfanmlra,oD the instigation of 
the pleaders. 1 replied that ftom l3tb to 2Ist of April, 1 was laid up in 
bed and did not stir out of my house i so I did not know anything 
about it. When we wet?e going to tlbamra, the Inspeotot wound my 
tolhan roand my neck, and tying that tiirl»Hi to the saddle^ dragged 
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010 on, wWle he spurred the horse, sayieg he was going to iofOstigati 
the matter on the spot. We were kept al the Jhiimra slalio»g 
People were hrotighi irom the tillage, haisdoofteil, ihreatened^ and 
ordered to say that same bo ys bad come from Lyallpiir to Jhnnm 
Whoe¥er would not fiive evidence as desired was beaten* Then wa 
were bronght back to Lyallpar. , I was told that I was a rich mao, and I 
shonW ask my father to gi?e something to the police. I said I was a 
poor man and had no money. They harassed m§p beat me, placed me 
in the sail, and did not men allow me to take my meals. I wp then 
19 years of age, bat the Doctor recorded 24 by miskke. I was 
sentenced to 6 months, and ha?e come back after Bnishing it* In the 
Thana^ Nathu Ram, Kirpa Ram, and Amir Chand would take me into 
a separate room at night and beat me severely. They bore some ilb 
will against me, because in a previous case, wherein Amir Ohand’s sons^ 
Ishar Dass and Karam Ohand, had got me arrested. 1 was subsequently 
acquitted, 

‘ u/t 
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The statemeM; of Dev Datta,,on of KhushcAi JBa7n Varma, of L^allpur, 


Oa Safctlrday the 25th of April, 1919, Natha Ram came to my 
hoase at aboat 2*30 p, m. with Amir Obaad, a Police Head Oonstable, 
and took us, five brothers (Vishvra Karma, Zaildar, Vidyadhar, Bhataih 
Bir and myself), accompanied b'y the Head Oonstable, to the Kotmali, 
Dharam Bir, my youngest brother, who is 8 or 9 years Jold, had been 
suffering- from fever-. We -begged Nathu Ram not to molest us, ^t he 
did not pay any attention to oar entreaties and began to show Martial 
law papers to our mother, and thereby terrified her. In answer to our 
several entreaties, ha threateningly replied that he could not help, as the 
matter was beyond his power. At last, we covered Dharani Bir, the 
ailing brother, with a Cloth and took him to the police station. There 
We <rere placed before Inspectors, Jehangit and Ikram- nl-Haq, On our 
entreaties, our youngest brother was sent back, while we were detained 
and kept separately. I was prevented from going a little aside to pass 
urine, and profusely abused for attempting to do so. That , 
Bight we iVere obliged to sleep, where we had been sitting idriog 
the day. • . 
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Oar statements were taken after long delay. They were followed 

by thati of a hawker ( Chhahnwala), Befiore recorrdiog his statementi 
Nafchii scolded him in order that he mi^ht give his statemenfj as Mafcha 
desired:*' ' : Oa the 2’irth of April, Vidyadhar and myself were called at 4 
o®olock® We were given ink and pen and were asked to write, “ GandMM 
Ja% Angrezonhi^'^^^ jA/^ai : ( Victory to ' Gandhi and defeat of the 
Eoglisk)! wrote it out, becanse I knew something of ,Urdn,bnfc Vidhys* 
dhar could not, as he did not kaow : Urda. Then Aisram-nl-haq got 
very angry and threateoiogly- asked whether wa had posted any 
notices* I replied in the negatim Then he again said, “Do you speak 
the troth or a lie*“ I replied, “Sir, I speak ^he truth**. ' On the ■ 3rd day 
our elder brother was called. On the second of the next month, a motor 
ear stopped just near the door of the Police Station. It conkined 
two Englishmen and one Tongmoala^ (Tonga Driver), 1 knew the man to 
be ^ tongaioala^ because my place was situated near the door of Munshi 
Khana, The Bngiishmeo came forward and Ikram-ul-Haq greeted them 
with a salam (-ialute). The boy, arrested, was a tongaioaiaj^ who had not 
saluted the Eaglishmen in accordarce with the Martial Law regulationi« 
Leaving the boy at the Police Station, the Englishmen went away. The 
boy in my presence explained the matter,, weeping, to the Police 
O^car. He said that ho could not salute the Englishmen as his 
attention had been engaged in carefully going by a winding road,, 
and that he had been taking his tonga on a curve, when the motor 
passed rapidly. Bat this explanation was considered unsatisfactory 
and he was pushed into the lock-up, after his pockets had been searched 
After 4 p. he was taken away handcuffed. On the next day^ w@ 
heard he was given five stripes. Two days more passed in the same 
manner. We were neither called nor asked to do anything. 

On the 5th of May, at about 5 p. m, another motor car stopped at 
the door of the Police Station® Two Englishmen and one telegraph 
office peon (whom I know well), alighted from the motor 4 Hating 
searched the telegraph peon, they kept him confined in the latrine for the 
miole .night, ' 

On the 6th of May, he was taken handcuffed to Ih® Martial La# 
Court at about 11 a. m. We came to kuow^ through those very pollcemea 
that this man also was punished with 5 stripes and some fine, , On the 
6fch instant at about 10 a. m.i, I Was called^ and a notice was dictated to 
me. I do not remember all the contents. I wrote it w they lipnt m 
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diotatmg. Tfasn thej began to e 
anotfaBr notice. Then I was aac 
Head ' : itiafcible, oaiuu fcjj „,a 
wiih 'tira t.j oar bouse in oniey 
!»■« t.^r fhe cotfif arisen of the 
added that, if ^e made it * 
matt, r hushed up. Wo did ^ot h 
akot'ireatenod that th>:ro was an c 
identifying haud*writ5ng, and, if t 
that the hand exactly resembled t 
wonld be very heavy. Ho ad 
we were right, we did not make an 
my brother handed over all the cof 
they were brought to the k^twdli, 
, who seemed to be a Captain came 
Mf etowj began to identify ns, A; 
i;iae;8hd askid, !‘Were yoa at Chat 
was hot there,” Then coming to 
itanding by me, he said, “0, 
you were there. Now I am sure y, 
noted down a few names, he went i 
On the 8th i may, 1919 ^ Jq 
V ishvskarma, Zailuar and myself, 
corners in one room guarded by t\ 
to speak. Between 11 and 12 a. m., f 
that they were police officers, came I 
to our room and began to speak to 
once snob a disturbance had happed 
Law. was proclaimed and the leaders 
went on saying that the leaders v 
Saying that the same Would happen i 
About 12 o'olooK on the 9th of h 
coming to .give their evidence agains 
them said that they knew nothing ab 
men c ime to oar barrack. They cal 

w re A»ted down hv „i u... 


»v.Kaa um !o go 
over our .chooi c„py bauka to 
Tlic cGflsiahlo fiir'Lw 

Id while, he 

he meant. Tim constable 
iGdcuita which was meant for 
oatta Offiloe gave its opinion 
the notice, the pnnwbiuept 
m to admit the truth. As 
to this, and on reaching home,' 


' Plages were changed, 
shut ^ in separate 
No oaft ^y dlowad 
b whose drees showed 
Station. They came 
ler. They said that 
also, when Martial 
aad punished. He 
a wall and killed. 


a short was oiade knows that all of them would bo pushed into the; 

ktr!e0s„ Their beddings were also ■ seel back home. The scene w^is a 
, horrible oae^ ar?, elite horror cane out all the morejj when they wars 
piiabed irij after elosiogall th'-s doors of the hotwdi. Thm the mba of 
... the city pari j ware also pushed into the Jail 5, after a good seo.t’oh« 
Hiraitaud, a tailor, cried out, ®*Ju4iC(% Justic-^ you are not *! ‘:og 
justice, as we arii? iuooc^^nt#” They ali cried out that tliey w'‘*re 
and had nothing more to S'4y* They were pushed into the J Ji for uci*» 
thing. Ikram-ul-Haq then told them to speak the teathjanl they' 
would be let oflf® He added ’that one night was given to them to say the 
truth, otherwise the cell ' would he their residence. 

On the 9th of June, Ikraoi«ubHaq came to us and allowed ns to gp 
home, bat directed ue to present ourselves at the Police Station both in 
the momig and the evening. This continued for.two days. On the 11th 
Jfnn% we received orders of iiiternmant within the Municipal limits* 




542 

The itatemen^ 0/ Pandit Bhnm Mai, mn qf Pandit 
Molar Mal^ agent of Sardar Eir Clmran 8ing\ of ^ milage 
BardiaUr diitriet Eissar^ mw of L^dlpur^^ 


Two or three days after the proelamatica of MirtM Law in LyaUpur# 
I went oa business oaa day early in the morning to Sardar Biahaa Skgh^ 
resident of Ohak No. 213. I was coming back from there at 8 okipofc, 
As it was late, I thought it desirable to perform my $andhm (morning 
worship ) on the way. With this object,- , 1 sealed myself on the bridge 
over thojwater course opposite th# Iwa|iu a stateof meditalioi|. 


m 


Iijrallfif— No. 5i^ 


Ofti MM caoss aid ataited loidly* I was slill fiiaci ia ffi| nidflilatioii* 
Sooi after, aiollier mai cam% stood by mj side aid criedi Stand 
lip/* I asked him what the matter was* Ha said, ** Stand up and pul 
OE your clothes/* Ilbeggad them to allow me to fiaiah m? smuUm^ 'rhei 
he forcibly seked me aid asked ms to pit oe my clolhe^t After thk^ 
on® «»Eftabl 0 took me to the camp of British soldiers and left me there 
ii their charge. The Sahib Bahadar want away* About an hour afters 
tbs same Sahib Bahadur came once more ia a motor and look me in it to 
the jaiL Here the Sahib Bahadur worked for some time. Then he 
took me to the Tehsil Thaia and put me ia the lock ap. This motor 
car was closed up. It had glass panes. I was put ia the lock-up 
at about 11 a. m*, and remained there npto 3 p.m. Then the poliw'-: 
handouSed me and took me to the building, where the library is 
situated, and then brought me back, as the Sahib Bahadur was not 
there. I was told that the hearing would come o2 the next day. I had eaten 
nothing npto tha^ time, for the police had given me nothing. F )od from 
my house came at 3 p. m,. The place of custody was very dirty. The 
latrines were exceedingly unclean. I asked the constable there to gel 
them cleaned, hut they paid no heed and told me that they were 
cleaned only once in the morning la such unclean surroundings, I 
could' not take my food even at 3 p. m I asked the police to 

take me out for taking food. But they did not coosent it, I 

was very thirsty also, but being a holy Pandit I could not take 

water inside the look-up* I, therefore, asked the poiceman to allow 

me to take water outsid They replied that they le not allowed 
to give such a permission. On my repeated requests, I was allowed 
to come out in the evening. In despair, I took a little food. There was 
: a bad smell,' with many mosquitos in the lock-up. I could not sleep 

■ : the whole night. I remained; in .the lock-mp till the next day upto, 3; 

p.m. I took nothing. In the morning, . the sweeper cleaned the 
latrine, but still the bad smell was intense and unbearable. At 3 p^ m., 

1 was brought to the Library Ikothi again in handcuff#. There another 
SsHb Bahadur fined me Es. 10, and allowed me to go home* The Sahib 
who arroBted me was there. .The- other Sahib Bahadur asked me fif 

knew the reason of my arrest* I^^^replied in the negative and pointed 

at the Sahib Bahadur, who had arrested me- as the best person ■ to ^ reply ' 
to this question* Then the Sahib told 'me that I did not Mm^ and- ' 

■ that was the reason of my arres*i I 'repliedi am innocent, as' I -wtt ''::- 

busy in sandhia at that time.” Es, 10 were realised from me on the 
spot and I was releaied# . - , 
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T/i.e siaiemeni of km%T Naih, son afBdla Em% 
Khatrii vegHahle seller^ age 25 nears^ 
resident of Lyallptm 


On the 25t1i of April, 1919, I was sittmg after arraa^itig tMiags for 
sale, whett Nithoo Ra-B, coastabla, took me lo the Thana, sayieg that I 
had to bring food for somebody. Accordingly, I went to the Thana,.., Then 
Ikram 111 Haq, In-ppcto^s IfJd me that I was the man who was nmMng: a 
row. There were other peopla al o, who were neither allowed to talk to 
each other nor te face each other. The Siib lnspeetor stood ' by iis with a 
pistol in hand. ' We ware made to sit in Ihk way for 12 days together® 
Afterwards they took ns to Jhamia. Twelve 'men were sealed 

on the Railway station* Tne policemen went lo the city "and 
brought with them Ohandhri Barkat Shah oC that place, and asked Mm in 
our presence to name some of the people amongst m who were gailty 
oicattiEg telegraph w res. He sai I that he did not know any of On' 
this, handcafis were seot for from the Thana, and he was told that, if he did 
not recognize any of nsi he would-be handcuffisd. ■ Searing this, he gaid» 
These were the men who went there to -Cat - the . ■ wires , After giving -ms 
food, we were taken to the Than%» The nest day, we we^e taken to ihedty, 
in order that people should see ns. After that, we were tiken to the post of 
the telegraph wire and told to throw oar tu^baua on the wires. I asked^ 
Why @ 0 ?” Wherenpin, Kiindaa Lai, Sub Inspector beat me severely, and I 
STiccnmbed quietly. After thi-^, the police p-^oole went away to their bonsei 
and brought ns to LyaRpur on fooh after beatiug ns with sticks and making 
a show of ns from village to village, ,■ At night, wa ware confined to one 
separate call in Ihe T/iana. The whole m^^hfe, we were made to sit on the 
eharpals with our legs streBhel straight anl hands vertioally upwards. If 
there was any neglecS on our part, we wen beaten by !?Iatlioo Ram' and 
Kirpa Ram, The next day, my mother was called and told Ibal she should 
ask me to appear as a proBecndon witness. Mj mother insisted on mj 
doing so, but I did not agree. After thh, the boys ware chsMan&i^^ and 1 
and Ram Dntt were made to sit as nsnal. SomelimeB we were entreated, 
sometimes given sweets, and at other times threatened and aiked to 
depose to the effect that, w© had been sent by the pleaders to ent the 
telegraph wires. 

Being hard pressed (after ll or 15 days ), I said, Yexy well, IJ wiM 
say whatever you ask me to say.*’ On this, we were liken to the | court 
Inspeotor. There w© agiia said that we would not give false evidence® On 
thisi W6 wore chdUmd with the r^uil that i seEtenoe of 1| ye»i 



8 t ie potice brought a case against me for posting nntiens. 
0 c / mm the writer of tho notice, was ma Jo a prowntion wifnwis, 
J.ad not bean dHciJeJ. vriwn Ma/t'ai Law was ivilli,ir.ura. Tbs 

Irew th.8 case* I had beaa in jail for a 

Us. 1:J to Kirpa Ram to be seat to my mother, Imt lu, namr paid 


The statement of QurdQvi, widow qf EaRa Sam 
of Sidhot, now a resident of LyaUpnr. 


^ My BOB, Amar Nath, was a hawker. One day, when he was se 
(yegetafeles), a polioBmannamedNatha took a fea&n, and, wl 
aided the price, ths policeman took him to the Police Station a 
liih there. In the ereniag, I came tj knw that my son had i 
^ed,.' I went to the Police Su^.fon, where the p dicaman a 
my son to stand witness against the pleaders. I coasente 
:Ws. mn gave a flat refnsal. as he said the pleaders were innocent. 
I , was asked to bring bidding and food for him I did th< 
requested them to allow me to stay with him, but in return I wa 
by the policeman an d was asked to go away at once. 

Again I went to Kirpa, a policeman, and requested him to sa 
de told me that his punishment would be reduced, after judgment 
I served in the house of Kirpa for a full month. After a L da 
was sent to Gatti. On his return, he was charged that he i 
telegraph wires and forced the shop-keepers to observe hi 
the day on which he was charged with cutting the wires, ha 
attending on me the whole day, as I was severely ill. As he 
uneducated and an ordinary man, no one would obey him in 


imprisonment, but now it 
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The joint stateme-rH of (1) Hukam Sing, son of Gendamal, age S5 years 
(2) aa?nam Siag, son of Slier Sing, ?3) Sobka Sam, eon of Devidas 
Khabu, Malhotra, age 25 years, dealer in shoes, & (4) Behayi Laij 
son of Veil Ghand, age 30 years, Arora, Lyallpur. 


Tke> Lyall pnr aatlio¥ities arrested four of os, natsely Hakam 
Siagh., Haraaia Sin^a, Lala B^hari Lai and Baaj, on tko early mora- 

ing of the lOth of Juue, 1919, uader Martial Law; bat as Martial Law was 
withdrawa oa the midaight betweea the 9th and the lOfch of Jane, 1919, so 
police released us from their custody on bails of Es. 500 each, on the 10th of 
Jnae, 1919. We were required by the police to giva evldeace agaiaat other' 
arrested parsons under Martial Law in Lyallpur, to which we did not agree. 
We are ordinary shop-keepers without any fcnowledga of JSaglish or Urdu, 
and hence are being dragged to the Police Stations and Courts by the 
heartless and unjust police. 

The police serred us with bailable warrants for S'3. 500 and took per- 
sonal seoarities of Rs. 500 each, oa 16th September, 1919, Ml four months 
after the withdraw*! of Marti *1 Law, We had to appear in the Court under 
Sections 24 aud 29 Indian Dafeaqpjlct, and 143 L P. 0., on the 8tfa of 
October, 1919. The charges against us were that we prereuted the Canal 
and Railway clerks from going to work on the I4th of April, 1919. One 
canal office only was closed on the 15th of April, for the whole day, and 
that by, the express order of the English Officer in charge. 

The hearing was to take place on October 27th, but we were ssfced to 
aWiMid court on October 15th, andour oasra were withdrawn. 


546 

The ataimmnt of Pyar Singh, son of Shiam Singh, Arora, aged 28 
. years, earriage driver, LydUpur. 

My brother Dava Singh was arrested in "the days})! the i;,^^ 

tegirm. He was arrested towards the end of April and was confined in 
the poiics look-up for about 20 or 22 days. Boota Ham, agent, and 
Sardsr Dalip Singh, Barrlster-at-law, mat mo in the bazar, and Boota Ram 
enquired of ms about Dam Singh, On my telling him about his arrest, 
he consoled me and told me not to be anxioas, and tlmt he would try to get 
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Wm rdeaied. He seked me to see him at his hotise. I went to hia house 
where Hahu Lita, Sergeant, C. I D., aad two otligra wore proHont. Nathu 
Bam twk me aaole aid said, “Do not be a'lsbua. sVa Blmii hrhg back 
Dev'S Singh, but do as Bjota Ram tella you.” 

XT ten or life, in ]j.„ta Ram and 

Na*u Rim smd, “If Deva Singh win utter two or throoworD, he wil! be 
set at liberty.” Boots R.m d.iraaa led a liq,r,r bottl, and I bought one at 
my own expense. I want to th im agii i tlm u«t evening. They both 
said, “ If voar brother will ssy a hw w srd« against the aocnaad, we shall 
get him release i.” Pin or six tim« th-y a.kei ms for drink and I had 
to supply them with bquir botrln ody to get my brother relei ed, I was 
told again thst, if Diva Si igh would meke a statement against the pleaders 
and Dr. Dina Nsth, he woul i bi released. I asked him to albw ra^ to see 
my brother to expl.ia it all to him They told me again in the afternoon, 
that the Inspector did not aUow an interview, and that I should give a 
, chit to my brother. I wrots it in Gnrmikhi as follows: - 

“If yon think proper, give evidence.” Thereupon, Hatha Ram said 
“Deva Singh neither gives any answer nor is he prsp^ed to giva evid- 
«n^ Now we cannit do anything.” After that they began to prepare 
: avtaenoe agamat my brother. 
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m statement qf B%aW^i L^, son of Sukh Daysl Khatri, ietd tdhr, 

^5 j^ears^ Li/ allpur f 


Ob the 26th of April, 19ia, Nathu Ram and Kirpa R«m t-iok my elder 
brother Amar Nath to the yw on she plea of taking his evidence there. 
He was made to sit there. At about 9 o’clock at night, Kirpa Bam came to 
me and said that I sh luld take a badding and food for my brother to the 
Tham. I want to the y/tana and toll the aepn^ that I bad brought food 
for my brother. In reply, he gave ms two or thrae blows with his stick. 
Again I took food for my brothar at about 9 a m. the n^xt d%y. The main 
gate of ihe Tham was closed. I paeped through the window and saw 
that most of the people were ssanding iu the sua. Their faeas were turned 
towards different aides. £ sm id outside with the f ,o4 in my hands till one 
o’cl -ck m the afternoon. Ifcram ul Haq erne and abused me much. After 
this the Captain ca ae I bad ti wait outside tor a bug tim». My brother 
aad the other people were taken to Chak Jhumra. I too went to the 8«ib : 
way Natiii Ram beat me there md made me tm away* 1 came 

liabk tom Ohak Skuam after three days. Then I went to tho 
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Tkere I was gimn aa assurance Ibat my brotber womM be 
leased eoon* Bot be w^js ehdllaned^ inoocent tboogh be was. Ob tbe 
day ixkj brotbar was broogli5 to Cbak JhiimrSy Kirpa Ram tool 'from me 
Rs, 10, and two cigarette boxes in tba name of my brother^ bat be kept 
those for himself and n©?er gave aeyth'ng to my brother^ 
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Thb Joint . of {!) Gin^a Sioghj rfls-ior slngh^ Bhag'>A 
Jaii Zawdnder^ resident ofChak No. 57 ^ milage Khiala Kalan^ 

.Disi/riei LiiaUpnr^ {2) Sant age 60 ymrs^ 

, mn of JijwoJur Shigh^ caste and residence as 
aho'VB^ and (ofSka^yi Shigh^ age 28 years^ son 
of Natha Bmglif SindhnJat^ Zamimlar^ 
resident of Munda Find, Ghah Not^ 49^ 

District Lyallpur^ 

,, Itar. Singh Zamiadar bag been on inimical ter m with out village for a 
long time. He need to com© to the village and indnlge in drink, and th<»B 
in abnsing^ the village people. His friend, Pal Siogh, nsed to come and dnok 
with him, .We used to remonstrate with them. They were th - n in search 
of an ■'Opportunity*' : ' Daring . the Martial ■ Law days, th«»y brought a ebarga 
against onr village that there was a conspiracy in the village, and als^, that 
a meeting had been hHd against the-: Gov©raiii'*nt* In fact, there was neither 
a conspiracy nor a meeting in the v illage* ■■ ■ . 

In the morning of ih®- 23rd of April, our village was surrounded by Bri^ 
iish troops, and a machine gun was posted. The vill ige people, with doth 
round their necks and with folded hands, presented themselves. The Zaifdar 
, then ' put his hand on IS- men, . viz : Jagah Singh, Sohao Singh, Ranga 
Singh aud Maya Ram, and others. These persons w-re pat m mot^r cars and 
taken away. After this, the police arrested 10 or 12 persons m^^e on different 
■ cecasions. The .Subdnspeotor came for iavestig-ttioo, got up some false: 
evidence by means of threats, acd the case. The? witocsses were 

made to sit in the sun for th© whole day and wera gubjeeted to much tortura 
They were made to stand on the hole of worms. 

■ In the cas©', 11 persons got six months* imprisoameEil a^nd Rs.r:500'find, 

, and the remainiag 5 got two and a halt year’s impriioameol and Rs, 150 fine. 

Whatever waa done was done owing to th^ ©amit: of the Zaiyar. The 
people of our village were quite innocent. 

The village supplied three recruits vi^: Shankar Singh, Ralla Siagh and 
Bhagat Bam, and it bad to spend money and Lad also to csonlrihut© to the 
Wac Loan. 
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fke itaiemni of E^m Sin^h, Gf Hukum Singh, Kkairi^fridi- 

mlhr^ &ge SS t/mrg, Lyallimt^ 


My ion* Gjai Singli^ was arra8t<*d oa tte 2Bih or 29feti of Aptil* 1919| 
irliile hi was at mj iii ^ aad was plaoed ia As p lio^ look»iip^ where ho re» 
ma'n-sd fur some days. Then he was sent to |aiL Biitiog the peri»id he was 
in the look-np, I went to ask the Sab^Iaspeetor what eharge wa^ nsaule agai««l 
my goa« He did not gi?e me any information, and a^^ked me to gife him a 
big sum to get my son released# 1 did not aS-jrd to do so. The 9th and the 
I0;h of Jane w-*r6 firei for fchi prosmution wifcnesBes, the .lUh ani I2th for 
Ihe defence^ and the 13th was filed for the judgment; bnl the Court took up 
the ea«e on the 5th of Jane. It was finished in an hour or two, s^d in the 
same period, the cases of about 1 1 accused persons were decided# No chance 
was g5¥0n either to the accused or his relatives to give any statement or to 
croia^ex^mine the proaeeutioa witnessps. One acsoused wanted to put cer» 
^in questions but the police threatened him ; thus all the acoasad were 
deprived of their rights of defence# 
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The Statement o/Br. KitcMew, (Oantah) Fh Tj,^ Bar-al^Lair^, 

'Amritmn 


. I'am an old boy of the Aligarh College* a' B*A. of the' Caa<ihri 
Xlniversityj a barrister-at-!aw and a Ph. D. During my five, yesrV-^ 
stay io England used to take part in politics. I cam ,0 back 
Eogland in the Summer of 1912. I started practice at Rawalpindk Ic- 
1915 1 came to Amritsar^, which is my home. Since 1916 I have been • 
attending the annual Sessions of the Muelim League and the Coogreu^:? • 
and taking active interest io these national organisati>os. Since l&lrX- 
I have be'jn practising at Amritsar, where I founi a new wave of life^ 
among the masses ; but they needed the lead of some persons io work 
for their motherland, There were some citizens io the city — 
title-holders — who were disposed to thwart them. The bureaucracy: 
also tried its best to suppress the new born aspirations of the peoples , 
In the Municipal Committee Hindus and Mussalmaos used to fight witb- 
one another, not on any question of principle, nor on any matter* 
Vitaliy affecting the rate^payers, but on petty matters of detail regard- 
ing municipal administration. They turned these petty disputes ioto 
: Hindu-Musiim cases. thought that such a state of things should not:, 
be allowed to continue and I made speeches thatia future the rate-payeris’ 
should return to the Municipal men who would truly represeni. 

them. . . 

At the last election of the Municipality I was elected one of ife- 
Commissioneis. The rate-payers, it seemed, understood their duty ani 
most of those who were returned were their real representatives* Al- 
the very first meeting of the Municipal Board I proposed the mm^- 
of an elected Hindu Commissioner for the chairmanship. Hitherto-" 
the Deputy Commissioner used to be the chairman of the Munici- 
■ ' pality* ' ■ Some ^nominated' '' ^ member ■ proposed ■ the ■ name of : the' -D aptifc;^' ' 
Com missioner and he was' elected by a ^ majority of votes only. Tfe-* 
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waa the first time ia the history of the Amritsar Mmskipality that the 
of an ladiaa aoB-offieial gentleman was proposed for chairamn* 
afaip; This caused a flatter and resentment in official circlesi 

Amritsar has got an Anjaman ' Islamia which was being rao hf 
% few title-holders, place-seekers and tl0«hianters. I fonaii they were 
-morificiDg the interests of the Oomoanoity for the aitttinirieoi; of Iheir 
.•aelfish enda. I became a member of the Anjnmaa but they aYoided 
flsiking me on the Managing Committee-. I was, elected to the 

Managing Committee by the Association of the old boys of the Islama 
•■■School, which had the right of sending one member to the Managing 
■ CJommittee. ' As a the Committee gradually oatiie to 

the method of the working of the Anjnman and I tried to bring 
a better state of things, but when I failed i exposed the 
: r'ing^ m in speeches that I made in public meetings. At a 
•cisf the Managing Committee they proposed and carried a wle o! 
^sensnre on me for the speeches that I had been making outside the 
'*€ke ‘Committee, but they had not the courage to remove me from the 
Sommiltee as they knew that the public was with me 

, Some members of the Anjuman formed a plot against me in order 
'"to put me to trouble. Some three of them took a toy and his father 
a member of the Anjuman)- to the local police and Caused them 
flo make a statement that I had atked the boy to make prepamtions for 
■■ flriving the English out of the country aud given him instractioiis as to 
/-ba w to' make bombs, etc. Accidentally, o'let the Superintendent of 
Police who informed me of what had happened about tm and he told 
•'•aiie that he did not, of course, believe the story as he knew that there 
was enmity between them and me. 

Not only in Amritsar but throughout the Punjab the oiikiak ia 
:g|iiieral were in the habit of believing what the title-holders and syco- 
llAants represented to them as to the feelings and aspirations of the 
loaople and so they were never able to ba iu touch with popular feeliags 
• 'mad sentiments. The attitude of the Paujab Goverumeal was, either 
t-hmngh roisrepresentatiou or otherwise, hostile to the aspirations of tho 
In the name of prestige and efficiency they ruled Ih e Province 
mitii an iron hand, killing aUagether -the freedom of the Press and 
■:;fcpplyiog the Defence of India Act in every possible way* In addition 
these, during the war, Sir Michael O’Dwyer and his Cioverameol 
"iiCOTght .every pressure to bear on 'the people for rccriilnieat of eoldi^ ' 
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and for the war loan. I along with some other friends incited the 
IProvinoial Conference to hold its sittings at Amritsar. O^e Confer- 
^ce was held in Angnst 1918. nnder the presidency of Mr. Dnniehand. 
•Bar-at-Law. who in his presidential address dwelt on the iron rnle of Sir 
Michael O’Dwyer and expressed horror at the fact of having a ruler like 
=Sir Michael O’Dwyer as the head of the Province. The Conference was 
a great sncoess and the result was that the pent up feelings of the 
people got an outlet ; they were no longer in terror of the bireincraey 
and began to take active part in politics. Their enthusiasm to serve the 
■eonntry became so great that they thought of inviting the Congress to 
holdits^ession at Amritsar. The invitation was extended by me to 

e Congress at its Delhi Session and it was accepted. Soon after my 
return from Delhi we the Congress and formed I 

deception Committee which at that time consisted of 1,009 members. 

Dr. Satyapal joined us in the movement. When we were thinking of 
doing propaganda work for the Congress, such as sending out emissad! 
to every part of the Province to educate the masses “as regards th" 
movement for self-government, the Rowlatt Bill was passed and the 
fcatyagraha movement came in. We were much engrossed in that 
movement and Dr. Satyapal and myself Jtook a lealing part in the 
agtation. I went out and addressed meetings at D ihore. Mnltan and 
Jnllunder. Meetings were held at Amritsa<al8oand;the number of attend- 

entsat some meetings rose to 40,000 according to official estimates 
ffarial and fast were observed on the 30th of March and a'mass meeting 
wasneldon that day at Jallian walla Bagh, fattended by some 30 000 
persons. Women also observed the fast on the day and took interest in 
.^^thh movemert. On the night of the 29th, Dr.iSatyapal was served with 
■orders from the Punjab Government.’nader tfaej Defence of India Act 
not to address any meeting. But we did not annonnoe it at the meeting 
on the .iOtb that the people might not get excited. I presided at the 
meeting. Pandit Kotnmal, Swami Anabhavanand and Mr. Dininath 
■addressed the meeting. The speeches were within the bounds of law 

and constitution and everything passed off smoothly and quietly. Qa 

•the 4fch of April while I was coming from J ullander I and the the three 
persons who had spoken at the meeting >f the 30th received ordew 

under the Defence of India Act, , prohibiting us from addreising 4 »r 
attending public meetings. We, of course, obeyed ^the orders. Before 
Jthis I had a talk with the Depaty^Oommissionar and I told him abot* 
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the propaganda work and the aims and objects of the agitation and 
told him clearly that oar object was the attainment of self-government 
ander the asgis of the British Crown. I also informaJ him of the 
differences that I had with certain persons who had socess to the 
authorities and who were trying to ' poison the minds of the anihorities 
against me. He promised that if he received any complaint against 
me either from the C. I. D. or from the so called loyalist <;Iass he 
would inform me of it and have an explanation from me as to the truth 
or otherwise of the complaint. 

On the 6th of April there was another hartal thronghont the town. 
This was spontaneously observed in conformity with Mr. Gandhi’s 
wishes and without any effort on the part of any local leader. Every- 
thing, however, passed off quietly. The Police did not interfere 

The 9th April was observed as Earn Navami day. Mnssalmans 
took a genuine interest in the festival. I was watching the procession 
from the top of a house aijd when it passed by me I found bands 
playing the National Aulhem—** God save the King.” The National 
Anthem was also plajad in front of the house where the Deputy 
Oomirissioner was sitting at the time. On ibis day U.c, the j, lice did 
not interfere and everything passed off smoothly. The frieudiy relations 
between Hindasand Muasalmans in Amritsar were the resnir, of some 
speeches that 1 had made at some Mohammedan meetings held from time 

On the 10th I was called to the Deputy Commissioaer’s housp, 
between 10 and 11 a. m., and was shown an order fro.n the Punjab 
Government deporting me to the hills and I was taken in custody then 
and there and deported along with Dr. Satyapal to Bhanimsala, We 
reached Dharamsala on the same day in the evening. There were no 
arrangements made for our bedding, clothes, etc,, and we had to borrow 
them from a pleader friend. We were kept in the Dak Bungalow 
lor two or three days and then I was sent up to upper Dharamfala. 
while Dr. Satyapal w.s detained in Lower Dbaramstik. We were 
not allowed to see, or correspond with, each other, I was given Rs, l{!f> 
as a lean for my expenses by the Deputy Commissioner of Dharamsala, 
The Punjab Government issued no instruotions to tho D.-pnty Com- 
missioner as to onr expei ass. I was given a lot of trouble” by the 
C, 1 D. men who lad been shadowing me from piaco to placS- 
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.,Afi:ar a few days my letters began to be censored under the orders 
of tbe Punjab QoYernmente Later on police ’were' posted in the 
compound: of the ■ house where I was . etayiog, . On theSih or-;6lb 
of May I was taken to Lower Dhatamsala. Dr^ Satyapal and^ 
myself were then taken to the Sessions Court where we were formally 
arrested under See, '1241. of the Indian Penal Oode and taken in enstody^ 
We were brought to Pathancot in bamboo carts and there we were put 
in the prison van attached to the railway train’ and brought to Lahore**^' 
i\oin the railway station we were taken to the Central Jail ■ and, there 
OUT haodcaffs were removed, I was pnt in . a Solitary ■ cell wMeb was . 
extremely dirty* full of mosquitoes and terribly hot. ■ I had jnat my , v; 
warm suit on« I was given a pair of dirty 'warm blankets and a piece ■ 
of ii:at There was no bed* cot. or chair in the eelL 1 had to, sleep ,,, 
on the floor and on the first day I had to take the ordinary Jailfoo'd# : 

■ Oo the first day four EnglishmeUspresotnably the Deputy Commissioner^ 
'the. Superintendent of the Jail and other officials* came to see ■ 
Ubeir attitude showed that they had come to amuse themselves at my 

■ 'exp6nae,.,' l ^ told them that they were not right in keeping me in s , 
-■iOlitary: cell as :I was onty nnder trial prisoner, ' Theysaid : that the ^'- 

orders were from the Government. ' 1 came to know afterwards from 
some Jail authorities that the Saperintendent of the Jail had passed 
special orders in my case under instructions from the Paojab Govern* 
ment* to keep me aloof from other prisoners. After some days I was 
allowed to have my own bedding, clothes, and utensils. I was allowed 
only 10 minutes in the morning to go out of the cell in the company of 
a convict officer to have ray bath, etc, 

I was kept in the solitary cell for about s monih and a half# 
When I was first put ia Jail the Superintendent was an Englishman and 
his bebavioar towards me was rude and harsh# My Oouusel applied 
to the Supeiiateodeni to have iustructions from me, The Superin- 
temdeot insisted that the interview with my counsel 'shouH be held 
within his sight and hearing. The result was that i could not give 
proper instructions to my counsel# As a matter of fact, throughout 
III© hearing of the ease I had no opportunity of giving fall instractiona- 
• to my counsel. About a month and a half after my detention in jail ^ 
Mr® I. (/. Lall was placed in charge of the Jail in place of the European 
, gentleman. He ordered my removal frooi the solitary cell to a big 
mom where Lahore and Gajranwalk leaders were kept 
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The trial was a hage farce. The attitode of the presiding Jadge^ 
was obvioosly hostile to the accoBed persons. Proaecation wiinessei who* 
deposed in our favour were bnlEed by the court. Our counsel were 
often iold that they were allowed to appear for the defence only as a 
matter of courtesy, otherwise they had no right to be there. They 
were treated not only with scant courtesy but were not even allowed* 
to cross-examine prosecution witnesses at length, Even answers given 
by the prosecution witnesses were not recorded fully. The defeace 
witnesses were maltreated by the Police as well as by the presiding 
Judge. In short, Mr. Broadway behaved not as a Judge but as a 
prosecutor. On the day when the judgemeut was delivered we were 
brought from the Jail to the court house, handcuffed two together*,. 
After conviction wa were taken back o the Jail in the same edition. ■ ' 

W convict I was kfept in tbh European ward ftt 

' Ibahore Central Jail. 1 was put iu charge the carpet and dna y 
factories as supervisor. The attitude of the Jail Superintendent,, 
Mr. I. 0. Lall was quite sympathetic, although the Commerce Industry 
Department resented this attitude. 

When it was annonrced that the Hunter Committee would examine 
witnesses at Lahore, Mr. Duni Cband, Dr. Bashir, Dewaa Mangal Sen, 
and mj self were quitely taken away to Montogomery Jail. We were- 
kepi there in a building, the outer door of which was kept looked day 
and night, and a convict officer was pat on guard outside the door. 
No one was allowed to see us, even other prmoners were not allowed 
to come in contact with as. We expressed a desire before the Super- 
intendent to appear before the Hunter Committee, both as wituesses 
aud^also to look after our own cases. When the Hunter Committee was 
sitting at Lahore I was told by the Superintendent that 1 was wanted 
by Lord Hunter to appear before him as a witness. 1 expressed my 
willingness to appear as a witness on condition that I should he ollowed 
to cross-examine the Government witnesses and also to lead the dAfauce 
evidence. The Superintendent said that he had no instructions as to 
the details and that I might settle terms with the Hunter Clotiimitte®- 
at Lahore, So I was transferred to Lahore. As the Hunter Gommitte# 
did not Eccept my terms on certain objections raised by the Pnojab- 
Government I refused to appear before the Committee as a 
witness. 
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After the Eoyal Proclamation I was released on the 26ih Detsae* 
l)er, 1919. 

I must say that the charge of conspiracy brought against me «■»' 
aJjsolately baseless. As a matter of fact there was no oonspirtifty ia 
Amritsar or in the whole of the P nnjab. The agitation against ib* 
Kowla’tt Act was conducted on perfectly oonslitutional lines. It was tfre 
gevernmeot who exasperated the people. 
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TM Statement of Dr* Satyapal, ani'‘ 

Surgeon, Amrii$ar 


In order to ameliorate ihecoodition of tho Paojabs and to reiriir»''’ 
political acti?iiiy in the Proviace, lealers of poVitical ihoaght held m ■ 
Pro?iQCid Conference ill Lahore. To keep ap the continuity and 
iarinnlate a definite opinion of the Province fon the E-aforms a Specimi 
session of the Conference was held at AairitsHt, 

The enthusiasm that prevailed i a the sossion clearly indieatti thai' 
though the Province was being governed with an iron rod and even ili®» 
legitimate aspirations and actmties of the' people were treated wifeb*, 
repression the people had a sense of their responsibility and showed li»t 
they could and would stand for their rights. 

The Congress had been overdue in the Province, and so with ih& ' 
consent and express permission of Lahore and other Punjab leaders 
invitation was oflFered by Amritsar. This happened in December 131S*,/ 
As Amritsar is a backward town and as the number of ISogHsh-kaowieg, 
people is small it was thought absolutely necessary in order to popur' 
krise the principles of the Congress, that public meetings should be heW 
and political ideas promulgated broadcast. It was with this iutienlii)©i 
only that public meetings were held in Amritsar. 

I must here mention the hostile attitude of the then Lieuleaanl- 
Qovernor towards the progress and political emancipation of ludiMi^ 
He was the most repressive and reactionary Governor in whose bu ri d fr 
the destiny of the Punjab has ever been placed, R^^action, reptessiWj,, 
cc««erci3D, suppression by force of any public opinion unpalataMe^te 
him, however, legitimate and fair, were Ms chief characteristics. Wim 
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tektionH with the educated people of the Proyioce were vary skaiaed# 
He mm&t missed aa opporlaaity to ktirl abase at theaii I a saasoa aad 
out of seasooslie by Hs words aad deeds sorely offeaded tbe educate i 
Poojabis. By iasalliag the Hoa'ble Paadit Ma!a?iya ia the Legislative 

■ C#ttociI| be had sorely offeaded the educated classes who clierisk tli6 
most respectfa feeliags of reverence for the Han’ble gentleman^ tlisir 
'trusted leader. It ia needless to multiply iaatances of the oft-repf^aUidi 

#pea and cruel outrage on the feelings of the Panjabis in general mi 
' the edacated community in particular. It is snflicient to my that 
mwmy hour relations grew strained and His Honour began to openly 

■ abuse political workers in Ms speeches. In private talks, in garditt;:. 
r'ptrlies* etc,, he vehemently decried the political awakening and lifcefillf 

gnashed his teeth at the so called * political agitators/ His attitnda in 
' «eon 0 ecliou with the Reforms added another grievance to ihfe already 
' .lengthy lifct. It would he easy to follow properly whati followed if the 
^fabove remarks are kept in mind and the most important fact remembered 
the head of the Provinee was actively hostile towards all saeh 
: r aetivities ^ and no measure wa too stern to gag the speakers and to 
' "•vpnaish: the writers* ■■ During this - pieriod certain local questions had also 
'Sprung upi and it was incumbent on the workers to tackle them and get 
-' -iheiis solved. The most prominent of those aod out of which : miich"; 
' 'eapital has been made is, The Pktform Ticket Agitatioa/'V 

. - 1 admit that it is a shame that after 150 years of British rale r:.i 
' India there should arise occasions when one has. to agitate for such an 
" ordinary thing as to get p rinissioh for - Indians to get on the nil! way 
platform oven on payment while - a European or Asglo-Iadiao nas 
■ free and unras'tricted access to 'the platform. Indians no iimt ter how 
deh or influential they be, wore not allowed to sea oif their wives or 
' «Mldf©n, who had to shift' for; themselves uopratected arnl anlielped* 
l!hc grievance was genuine;-; it was ' sorely affecting the hearts of Itie 
.ilttdians and it was impossible to stand aloof and to let the inifiGhief 
'•loatinu©. It was with this intention that I took up the matter ami 

aiafttd an agitation, tidueedless to say that it was neither anti.® 
European nor anthQoveroment. ; At its worst, it can be drilled a pro* 
ftgaiofit the high handedness .of' 'certain railway officials and, this 
vtoo, -when all gentle ; measures' ' had.; failed miserably. Luckily the 
imatter was settled amicably and the relations between the paopte and 
t«ilwaj. authorities were as agreeable as before. To tern ihm agi^ 


iion afi seditionsi to altributa to this the alleged attempt.to Mttfdtl' 
Statioo Soperioteodent, ot to style it as om of the iaiioatioas off#* 

” hellion or reflation is a preposterons idea. 

The second local cause was high prices* Starvation was alaflii'g 
in the face of thonsands of families* Prices bad gone vary high and th# 
hare necessities of life had grown very scarce.' Meetings held ia that' 
connectioo were. ; also coosidered'-to he 'ohjecfcionablo by Gofernmettt 

■ officials, ' . 

To add to this hardship, the Goveroment had increased the 
tex and had imposed Saper4ax,'. which harden eventually Ml on fch« 
shoulders of the poor coosumer 'already oppressed by heavy piioes* 
This was a'oother cause of ‘Unrest. To understand ' the operation 

■ uhese causes one must picture to oneself the state in which we were at 

■ that stage. There was war weariness ; specukliou had paralysed, if not 
actually killed^ many |)ersoo,s The war loan had been extorted ; fair 

■ and iiafair ine-aiis had been, used to force people to sabscribe fco it „ 
, bcy.oad: their power and capacity* The termination of the war was- a 

‘ relief, and i he people were in an expectant mood to get a clecoat 
rewaid: for sf*r?icea reociered . to the British Throne so uoslintinglj* 
Our disapp?iutiBent was very poignant, when instead of taking « 
step forward, tba Government passed one of the most reaclioaary 
measureSj, ever passed* 

If proof were needed of the danger of transferring the centre of 
control oi individual liberty from the Judiciary to the Executive, tte 
working of the Defence of India Act had amply provided cue. Under Ih© 
cover of that emergency measure, hundreds of respectable and law abiding 
^^aitizeos were either interned, exteraed or gagged ; scores of newspapers 
roughly IiaaTei, books proscribed a'ud. iiiaiiy men hanged or traat* 
ported for life- without a fair trial* People who had a taste of these thiugfi 
■' knew full well what such an Act would mean and, therefore, necesa* 
ariiy^ there w:t£ a strong resaatment at tho paisirig of iacli «i Ack ^ .. 
has been alleged that 1 and other speakers naisreprasented the nature aad 
scope of the A:t I hold, and it is my sincere balref, that the Act is io 
had that it needs no iriisrepresentalion to gel coiideomad* I assert 
that there was no mis-statemeot or exaggerated statement made ia tlwi 
••■■coQuectioo* It has been said by the Governmeiifc that its provision® 
were not ©xplaiocd to the people. It is neither possible, aor^prsMadeable to 
-explain each and every seciiiau of a emnprah euaive Act to a inasi 

T. p. p. '2 " ' 
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aeeting of thonsaDd*. baft I chaUengo any body to say that itBesaenfciaJ 
leatnres were not explained. 

To express this sentiment, Mahatma Gandhi announced a general 
anal on ^tbe Sanday following the passing of the Act, Amritsar 
wanted to>k6 a share in that, and so, 30th March was to be observed 
M a Eartal day. A meeting was held on 20ffa March, to oxrlaio. 

abatma Gandhi's orders. As nsnal. the speakers made it a point to 
Mp am to the^andience that in order to express one resentment we mnst 
^opt strictly constitntionai measures, and that any violence or offenoe 
to the feelings of any oommnnity shoaid*> altogether avoided. There 
aoold be noout-barstofanger. Strictly peacefnl methods shonld be 
op d to convey to the Government here and in England that we 
n lans as a body strongly disapproved of anoh a measure. BveryiHtt^ : 
^ «nch meetings had been allowed, bat the Punjab dotemi^ ■ 

^.nAUi:P.M.onmh March, 1919. I was called by the Inspector" 
^Mee and served with an. order ander the Defence of India Act, 
^hiMtmg,me from taking part in any public meetings, or writing to 
e prMs,and ordering me to. report my movemenss to the Police like 
^rimmal. There was a universal HavfaZ on 30th March, 1919, and in 
^er that the people might not show any active resentment against 
nnjostifiable check and restraint on my liberty, imposed without a 
rnmgor any chance to explain my conduct, I kept She news to 

! i! absolutely quietly. People paraded the 

atreets and ba.ars, bat there was no disturbance of any sort. The wrath 
ot the Government increased owing to the snccessful llaHal, followed by 

» very successful meeting on the 30tb. ^ 

it were interned in Amritsar and 

mdn-Moslem unity was also similarly handled and pnt to much 
nconvemenoe. The restraint on Dr. Kitchlew and other' workers 

n log mjself could not possiblj have been a source of delight to mr 

IrraTl’ us all to be perfectly innocent 

lto?l f wapn/iwithtfa^^^ 

^ejbope that gradually the atmosphere would clear up and tL 
Government would be eventnally convinced of its high-handeLcsa. 

. 
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Meanwhile^ a general Martal was proclaimed on 6tliApril* 19lf- 
Amiitsar was in no happy mood, becan^es besides general grie«^ 
fiances, it had the misfoftnne of being handled ¥ery mercilessly, the 
was theifore absolutely spontaneous and was nni?©rsally 
approyed.: ' 

There was ’not even the shadow of any pressure on the part of liht 
leaders* The Government did hot act wisely in appointing Honorary 
iiagistiates and Municipal Commksitners to act against the wishes of 
the people* This action was absolnfcely unsuccesfull The people 
naturally resented this undue interference. The show of the poHoO'^ 
force was ancther tactical blunder. Inspite of this provocation, further 
augmented by the show of an aeroplanog the people kept their heads cool 
md their temper under control. No doubt there were crowds ■ of peopfo'^y^ 
moving about in the streets, but everything was perfectly orderly ■ and 
iawi’ai If the Punjab Government had not unnecessarily taken this-' 
protest as an insult to itself and had let the movement remain": 
■'vunnotieed^a in other frovirces, things might have taken a bettor: 
•shape.: . 

His ire knew no bounds and he delivered a speech unnecessarily 
offensive and wrong in facts. This was adding fuel to the fire* The 
patience of the people was heing put to a severe test, and yet we war®**- 
firm, and exercised restraint on our temper. ' 

V _ i s" 

?r ^ ■ 

Then came the Bsm Naumi which wasobseived with mueheolat.Mudi 
capital has been made out of the cordial relations that existed between 
the Hindus and the Mohammedans and other communities on that'daf« 
Short sighted officials took it to be a sign oi rebellion and an affront to 
the Qov€rnment.|^|Far from that, this was a distinct gain to the irunjab* 
Oa previous occasions it had been always a matter of much anxiety to 
the Government to keep the two communities in order ; and^, 
therefoie, this amity between them ought to.hav© been welcomed by the 
Government On the contrary they looked on it with grave mistrust and . 
iuspicioD. Their bias can be imagined when it is remembered that one of ' 
the grave charges against us was that by refusing to take Police aid 'On 
this occasion w© had defied the Government. A still more amusing inci* 
dent is that some mm bad put up a party of a doxen youngmen,^ cladii 
the worn-out and cast-awayelothes of British soldiers, as a pageant 

this demonstration was considered to be open warfare against th®' 
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Kiag« These jooEg mea were disciibad as jomg Tarks. The idm !» 
too prepofileroas to be discassed serioaslf. The people were iiioit 
orderlji aad well-behared. They were perfeictly loyak and this is evMeot 
from the fact that 6¥ery baad played the National Aathem at the place 
where Earopeans had beea, sitfeiog to see the show aaci that they paicl 
die homage to the Deputy Commissioner and oilier ofiicials# It was 
a irowd ol‘ a lakh or so- Though enthnsiastie, it was yet iu the best 
tamper ; and m mischief was dcm% nor over contemplated* 

On the morniDg of the lOih, at about 8 a* m , I received a note 
from the Deputy Coinmissiouet asking me to see him at his house at 
10 a, m* I did not afc all attach'mioh importance to the matter aid weal 
about my ddly rounds as usual and reached the Deputy OQmaii8sioti6t*s 
house at about 5 or 10 miuutes to ten. There was bo body oulsidi* 
few minutes afier| Dr. Kitchlew also tiroad up. We had -hardly to 'Wlit 
lot aiew minutes in the tent pitched outside, when we W0i!f4'“ called ih% 
'There were a number of olhet Europeans. "Among' "them I recognised 
Mr.' Eehill, Superintendent of Folios, and Mr, Beckett. Assistant 
■■dommissionerj, introduced himselE to me. The Defence of India Orders 
■ were al^^o^^ pkced in our hands, and we were asked tc leave Amritsar 
at.oace. A few formalities having been mrlergoiie, we were pul in 
..wo motor cars separately. There was a military escort with gime 
in each car. The ears were driven at a very high 'speed and wa did not 
/halt till we -got to the Nurpur Dak . Baogalow. There We had some 
■'refreshments* and then we motored on till we reached Shahpiir. Mr. 

, '-Eehill^ iu'''- w charge we were, did not think it necessary for both the 
cars to be taken to Dharamsala. The military escort was lei’s at 
Shahpur and we both, with Mr. Eehilb reached the Dharaixisali liak 
Bungalow at about S p« m. We had no warm' clothes^, m bedding and 
♦ were practically penniless. Amritsar bsing in the plains is a w,iria place 
in April, and so we were in summer ' clothing. A shower on 
the way had soiled this too* There^ with the permiasioii (dislioct 
and dear) of Mr. Rehillj a pleader Meni -of 'raine provided us with 
all the necessaries. This friend had later on to sufter heavily for ail 
this hospitality, thongli Mr. R'^hdFs permission had bean takea pre- 
viously and the Deputy Oommissioner, Dharamsala, had also agreed 


The treatment of the Deputy Oommissioner, DharatBsala, was very 
^undeairable and ia S)!iia oases highly objeclio cable aadoffiasive. H, 
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took particElat mtlm of anybody who cams to exobsoge graalioga withns^^ 
Hii manners were roogb, attikade hostile, and tieeatroeiii bad. A few days- 
after, the GoYerameot imposed restriotionsj vii» that my post was to be^ 
censored, and the Police were quartered at my bouse* I was free 
mo?e abonu, hot as I had by this time known that persons whom I met 
were worried, I chose to remain withont any company. I had practical' 
iy no yisitors and, the letters, to and from me, were all censored by the 
Snperinteiadent of Police. Dr. Kitchlew.and I were not allowed to see ■ 
each^other or correspond with each other without our letters being'’ 
ceosored* There was an impassable barrier between ns and we were to-;* 
each other as if we had been at a- distance of hundreds of miles. . 


Later on, on the 6th of May a Sub-Inspector at about 6 
turned up and informed me that I should move on to Dak Bungalow* 

I was taken under escort to the Dak Baogalow, where after sometime 
Dr* Kitchlew also arrived, accompanied by a Sab-InspCctor and att" 
escort* After waiting therefor about 5 hoiirs^^ we were formally arrested 
on warrants under Sec. 124: A. L P. 0. We ware searched, our things 
were taken possession of by the Police and under an escort of 25 ' 
Sepoys, armed with guns and bayonets, we were placed before a Magis* 
Irate who ordered us to ba taken to, Lahore. Wo were put in bamboo 
carts snrroutided by police constables. We had a very hard time. 
The joltings made my limbs ache. At Pathancot, wa were pat in a 
prisonvan, with iron- barred doors and windov^s, and under a heavy' 
escort with guns and ammunitioo, we were taken to Lahore. 

At Lahore Cantonment we were manacled, and io that condition' 
were made to wait at the Lahore Railway Station for sometime. 


Then we were taken, hand-cuffed as wa were, to the Central Jail„... 
Lahore, where, after certain formalities, I was put in a solitary cell. It 
was a horrible place to stay in. In that sultry weather tosleep -in awlL 
where you have to urinate, etc, is a great hardship. I was allowed 
to get out of my cell lor only a short space fjf time. The treatment 
accorded by the then Scrperiatendent of the Jail was very obnoxious^. 
He left no stone unturned to make my jjtay there as unbearable as*- 
possible. No iodigniiy was too low^ no insult too much for me, L 
was provided with bUnkets and mats, the very smell of wbioh wa»’ 
highly offensive. lo short, everything was done to ioflicfc bodily and 
meplal pain on- me* I had no idea^ -as to why I .was being, detained, 
■without even being made aware of the charges on which I was to be triedr 
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Thus days went on till we were placed before the Martial Law 
Oommissionon 3rd Jane and the charges were read to ns. I waa 
not only bewildered, but also amnsad to hear the long list of offences 
that I was alleged to have committed, and there was not a mngle 
heinous crime which I was not said to'have perpetrated. ™My agitation 
fOT the^platform tickets was considered to be a capital offence. I was 
charged with arson, marder, daooity, sedition, rioting, rebellion, 
waging war against the King, and what not. I do not wish to mike_^ 
my statement lengthy by describing the harsh treatment we received at 
the hands of the Court. Sir. Justice Broadway's attitude was dis- 
tinctly hostile. He was prejudiced against us beyond measure. State- 
ments which would have extenuated our so called guilt were nevw 
recorded and words were put into the mouths of witnesses which they ' 
•had never intended. The Martial Law regime, the Police tyranny, the 
oppressive rule and the boycott of justice by the then Ruling Gods 
had demoralised all the people, and it was impossible to get a man 
who could boldly say what he really intended to say.' Our witnesses 
were bullied, threatened, insulted and disgraced and the irony is that 
we were made to pay for their expenses ; our trial was eoniuoted 
in the most despotic manner. Our counsel (regarding whom also 
we had only a limited choice, because counsel from outside were stop- 
ped from entering Lahore,) were openly insulted by the presiding 
Judge and our defence was seriously interfered with. These mock 
hearings were carried on merely to keep up a tradition for justice. 

But justice was a rarity in those Courts and we had no misgivings on 

the point regarding conviction and punishmeat. 

After a sham trial of about a month, the case was closed and we 
were made to wait in the Jail till the Judges had made up their minds 
to pronounce orders. Oa the 5th of July. 1919, we were informed that 
■we had to go to hear orders. I see even now before my eyes the sight 
•of all of the accused in the Lahore and Amritsar Leaders’ oases standing 

in a row and searched by police officials. The sight of men of Lala 

Harkishau Lai's position being searched like ordinary criminals is not 
frequent and one is not apt to forget such things soon. We were then 
bandcuffed in pairs, packed in a prison van with strong police and 
military escort, and were carried to the place where the orders had 
-to be pronounced. The authorities were highly nervous, and had 
made ridiculosly careful preparations and taken extreme praeaufcions. 
The route along which we passed was lined by the Military, and high. 
uMice officials accompanied oar prison vans. Orders were pronounca^ 
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65m0 of ti® Were acquitted, eefen sentenced to life^terms, two to tliire# 
years rigorous imprisonment with solitary confinmenfc and one, D 
Basbir, waS' ordered' to be hanged* :. On hearing' this, we felt mneli 
ainiisei,:tliongb not at all surprised* Dr. Bashir was In very good 
temper .and perfcjctly quiet and so were we alL We were not allowedi 
. to have a' talk with :any of our friends or relatives* There was a strict 
watch on, us. We had left the. Jai l as under trial prisoners, but now 
we entered it as life-convicts. I do not- w,ish to dilate upon the hard* 

• ships to which one is naturally subjected when one is in Jail. I was 
working in the : hospital* One thing stands out prominently in my 
memory and that is the parade-**! mean the fortnightly parade of the 
■Superintendent of the JaiL I have no recollection of any trouble 
which can match the heart-ache which I experienced then. To stanci 
in a row for an indeiinite period, waiting for the arrival of the Super-v 
intendent,and simila other indignities ca used great’ humiliation, as they',' , 
were intended to do. Even, when asked I did not present any petitioar 
to any of the authorities for reconsideration of my case. Though. 
J.:. honestly believed in my innocence I had lost all faith in: 
petitions or representations. I knew that my conviction like that 
of others was absolutely a result of bias and preejudice and wm 
unwarranted by law. 

During my stay in Jail, I was asked to appear as a witness before 
the Hunter Committee. I was keenly desirous to put my case before 
the Committee, but judging from Ihe attitude displayed by the Cbm* 
mittee towards the Congress Sub-Committee in not allowing the princi- 
pal persons to watch the proceedings even under custody and to assist In 
the cross-examination of official witnesses I was convinced that my 
appearing before the Committee without being allowed to cross-examine 
the official witnesses would be a futile attempt to controvert the wild and 
grotesque theories and conclusions of the Government officials. I there- 
■ fore decided to keep silent. ■ However on my release I wired to 'Lsrl' 
Hunter and other members of the Committee that I was willing to 
appear before them provided, such of the official witnesses as were 
necessary would be recalled for cross-examinati on* This request cf 
:.''mine was also ref u^^^ and so my statement has not gone , before lisp 
.. Hunter Gom,mitte 0 * 

The Satyagtaha movement las been deliberately maligned and mw;; 
•represented and, the excesses have been wrongly ascribed to this mova- 
ment. I say that this is not so. We were trying to nudersland and to 
■make ^others nnders'and the principles of the lofty doctrine* Tim 
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®raip»r7 public bad, no idea oft it and it is also true that those who 
eDxnmitted the execsBes came from a class which does not generally at- 
tend public lectures or come in contact with pnlic workerso 

The Eartal arniouBced by Mabatma Gandhi does not constilnle the' 
Satjagraha movement*, It is only an outward sign of it. People who 
observed the Eartal cannot he said to have understood Satyagraha^^ To 
attrihnte anyjviolence to this movement or to public meetings Is going 
■against facts* , , 

What led to the excesses is perfectly clear. People were not in a 
good mood as a result of so many provoking causes, I have already said 
that our deportation had caused them pain. They wanted to make ^ 
representation to the D. C* to whom they were not allowed an access. 
This increased the clamour but violence was not at all thought of. If 
violence had been intended by a crowd of 10,000 people, or even mare 
would it bave been possible for only a dozen or less sepoys to disperse such 
a crowd and to escape unhurt f It appears that unarmed men wiili no 
Intent to commit mischief were fired upon by officers who lacked tact,, 
ability and sympathy and the result was that the crowed got excited 
and was thus forced to dO' mischie -The sight of their innocent bra- 
thren shot dead before their very eyes, added to the fory of the unedu- 
cated and passionate crowd. These excesses are therefore, clearly aftribu™ 
table entirely to' the wanton; disregard of public feelings and the rash- 
and stupid acts of the officials. 

If TiaHals were the cause of these excesses why did not any 
of such scenes happen on SOfch March or 6th April? To shift the 
responsibility of these excesses from - the shoulders of the erring . 
affidals, to the political workers would be against the facts. 

point to which I wish to allude is that the Idea-of - 
i‘6beilloii is absolutely chimerical, an apparition without a reality* 
People had no mind to rebel. Certain misguided people had 
immmitted excesses, but that does not show that the people in general 
were inlenfe on such mischief. The Government had withdrawn 
the Police and Military from the city on the 10th and the city was, 
as slated by the officials, In the hands of the city people, and yet not 
a single case of mischief happened. Banks were there, other bailtllogs 
were there and yet not a straw was moved and no damage of any sort 
to any person or property was done. ** Rebellion existed only In the 
brains ©f officials Imbued with bitter feelings against the people^ 
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I wish, also, to refer to the idea of my conspiracy that !i 
said to have existed* There was no conspiracy of any sort or 
description* To base such ■■ opinions on the absolntely* false and 
unreliable evidence of 0. L D; hirelings or on statementg of a low ■ 
class approver is wrong* ■ ’Mever did we conspire nor had we any 
liking for it W® did | everything openly in public, we educated 
public opinion, we spoke against / the Rowlatt Act, we protested 
against other hardships, we , ventilated omr grievances, but all this 
we did in 'public* Our activities, were above board* .'We ,; never 
believed in secret meetings or conspiracies* . Whatever vva had to 
say was said openly and we never transgressed . the limits of ■ the , Law*; 
"We believed and still believe in constitutional agitation,' conllning our-', 
selves within the bounds-no doubt very narrow-allowed by the law. 

If we are not allowed to ventilate onr grievances publicly, it is 
apprehended that it may lead some impatient people to methods 
Bot desirable and in some cases illegal. 

It is untrue that we sent emissaries to create trouble on the frontier 
and to invite the Amir of Afghanistan to India to fight against tho 
British* It is a pity that such an allegation was tolerate! in a 
Britisb Court of Justice. It causes me the greatest surprise* The only 
basis on which such a grave charge was made against us was the 
tutored statement, nil of falsehood and base accusations of the 
approver, a man of no morals, no education and no social status* 
in life. I do not wish to seriously discuss this, as I honestly believe 
that no sane man would ever believe that the Afghan War was a result 
of our schemes or that we had anything to dc with it directly or- 
indirectly. I assert with all the emphasis I can infuse in my words 
that I am not a believer in any other foreign rule in India, If India 
has yet to wait to be governed by Indians I believe the present con- 
mBCtion is the ' best, and no change is needed* I am sure that no public"' 
worker with a sane niind will ever be a party to any such nonsense* - 
Such accusations are the outcome of the mischievous imagination' of " 
the C. L B. whose one duty is to grossly misrepresent and mlsitate^ 
.facts*' ' ' . ■ . ■ ■ " 

Can the Government seriously entertain such an idea when there IS' 
^lear and abundant proof of the steadfast loyalty and devotion of 
Indians during the late War ? Can this idea be tolerated in the face 

the nunierous sacrifices made by us to maintain the diguity of the 

.British Empire ? I, bj mj own conduct, by taking up the Oommissioi^ 
It T. F. 3 
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to serve the sick and wounded during the War, demonstrated the fact 
that, how muehsoever we may difEer from the Government in our 
internal affairs we shall spare neither life nor money when it is needed 
by the Empire to check a foreign invasion or to crush an enemy of the 
British Throne. To accuse us of such charges is to wound our feeli ngs, 
and the sooner the Government gets rid of such evil-minded officials 
whose stock-in-trade is the invention of such absurd theories, the better 
both for the Government and the governed. 

I do not intend to make capital of my sufferings and have there- 
fore taken good care in not mentioning in detail my personal discons- 
forte and inconveniences, but there is one thing to which I must allude 
and that is the arrest of my father during those drys and his detention 
in Jail for nearly five weeks. His only fault was that he was ray 
father. An aged man with no teeth, forced to eat parched gram and 

to live on ordinary Jail diet with no bed or bedding, put to all sorte 

of inconveniences, indignities, and made to suffer bodily hardships 
absolutely unbearable for Mm, is a phenomenon which does no credit 

toacmliz6dGovernment,3p6cially so because he was perfectly ia- 

nocent ef any of the alleged offences levelled against him. He suffered 
■heavily, his health was ruined, his body undermined, besides being 
put to severe financial loss, and all this in addition to the heavy burden 
of grief with which he was oppressed on account of my arrest, etc. 
My*hoase was searched, my acquaintances and friends were harassed 
and all sorts of obstacles were place in the way of my family. 

We are very anxious that we should forget all the past injuries 
inflicted mercilessly and with such a cruel baud. I think in the 
interests of the Government too it is extremely desirable that all these 
sources of irritation be speedily and in toto removed so that there 
Bcav exist a sweet harmony and a sincere co-operation between the 
governors and the governed and both may strive to improve the status 
of India, a sacred trust placed by Providence in the hands of th« 
British. 

May this be the attitude of all is my heartfelt and eager desire t 
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27ie statement ofLdM Harkishan Lai, B* A.,{Oantah,}, 
Bcifnster^at^^Law, Lahore^ 


■ The administrafeion of the 'Panjab has been for over a quarter 
a centarjj with wbicb lam familiar, has been in the.handB of oifficials 
of a ¥ 0 ry narrow outlook 5 and the social relations of the people ' and 
the men lb authority have been strained, saperhcial and artificiaL 
■ Suspicion of each other has been on the increases and as the people 
of the Punjab have been #n the whole less artic nlate than their fellow* 

• subjects in other parts of India as regards their numerous grievances^ 
the authortlies have looked with great disfavour on any attempt at 
articulation of grievances or as they are euphemistically called aspira** 
tions* Men who have been connected in some form or another with 
popular agitation have been marked out as the enemies of the British 
EaJ and kept at arms length. There is a growing class in the Punjab 
of the natives of the soil who live and prosper by echoing the precon- 
ceived notions of the European ofEiciais with regard to men and matters. 
There seems to be a dead wall between the two classes, the authorities 
and the aggrieved and the friends of the latter. In 1907 after the depor-* 
tation of Lala Lajpfat Eai to Maiidaley I had much to do in bringing 
about reconciliation between the authorities and the people and, I 
learnt for the hirst time from the lips of all classes of the authorities, 
much, that was absolutely wrong in fact about the men and matters im 
the land of the five rivers. The matters had not quite again assumed 
their natural course when Sir Louis Dane was appointed the Lieufee* 
nant*«Q*overnor of the Punjab and I then being a member ,of the local 
Legislative Council having accepted that position at the invitation ci 
; Sir Danail Ibbetaon, *cam 3 in contact- with Sir JLouis Dane^ and 
social relations between the two remained in tact until the latter’s 
retirement from service. Sir Lewi Dane used to mention on occasions 
^ how his bauds were often tied by the prejudices that prevailed in the 
official circles against the leading men on the popular side. PersoBaly 
. I incurrad the sever© displeasure of certain luropeam officials, m I wm 
.regarded, in the words of Sir Gordon Walker, who officiated twice 
LieutinautrGoveraor of the Province, the greatest and Iraest Sw€k 
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deshi in the country". Before him in 1913, my actiTitttes were multi- 
farious and all on the popular eide. I wm the Trustee of aa Arts 
College, of a public Library and of the leading daily Journal of the 
Punjab namely the “Tribune". I was the managing director or agent of 
orer half a dozen commercial aui manufacturing concerns, was also 
connected with a few indigenous Banks, being the managing 
director of the People's Bank of India which had 72 branches in 
various parts of the country, and thus largely controlled (along with the 
Bister concern, the Amritsar Bank, Limited) the internal Exchange 
transactions of India. I was the Chairman of the first purely Indian 
Life Insurance Company, and claiihed to have introduced, amongst 
the people of India Banking and Insurance on European lines for the- 
first time. Politically, I had practically run 3 congresses in the Pro~ 
vince, and was the Chairman of the two solitary political Associations 
there.. Socially I held mcst advanced views on inter'-marriages, and 
inter*dining and female education, and put them in practice whenever 
the occasion came. I was, therefore, regarded as a “peaceful personality’'’ 
in the Province, and the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore, who had op- 
posed Lala Lajpat Hals election to the Lahore Municipality which 
I had supported, told me :« what is there that you cannot do in this 
Province ? Mr, Harkishan Lai, why do you com© to us for assistanee to 
acquire land for the Dyal Singh Colloge?" The land was, thereforerimc 
acquired by the Deputy Commissioner for the College, though the sugges- 
tion had been made to him by the Lieutenant-Governor. I was ^t, 
therefore, a pencma in the eyes of European officials and 

European traders, when Sir Michael O’Dwyer appeared on the scene as 

LienteBant-Go senior. 


The first act he did was that he persistently refused to give me ar. 
interview though ha was thrice requested by me to do so, and subee- 
quently even when Mr. Meugens, the Liquidator of the People's Bank 
of India, made the request, in the the interests of Indian Banking in the 
Province. The second act he did was that he cancelled my seiecttoo 
as a-witness to appaav before the Currency Committee of 1913, aome- 
(imo in Jane that year, when his predecessor in office (Sir Louis Dane) 
had invited me to proceed to England to give evidence and I had ae 
.opi.-d the invitation and had made all preparations for the voyage The 
third matter which showed Sir Michael O’Dwyer's attitude towards 
me was the encouragement he gave to the agitation against my cdm- 
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'■«emal activities and more; especially against the Paoplt’s • Bank 
' -of India^ through Mr„ now Sir'. Michael Fenton, then a Fiancial 
•'^Cfommissloner in the ' 'Punjab,' and Mr. Layley' the "Registrar of 'Joint; 
> Stock Companies. 

As Ihe' t'gitatidn wasbacked up by official countenance, the PeopIe^s 

■ Bank of India received no assistance whatever from any quarter, and:; 
‘■"iiad to close its doo'rs on 9th September, 1913, and the officials, especially 

' the Registrar of Joint Stock Oompanies, began to mo.ve Heaven and 
Earth to get m© into trouble. A special Liquidator, Mr.. Meugens was 
• invited from Bengal 5 a special District Judge, Mr. Forbest was 
appo.inted to close the the Bank, and special efforts were made to gel 
a depositor to apply for the liquidation of the Bank« 

All efforts at reconstitution of the Bank and to- refloat the® concern 

■ were thwarted by Judicial and Executive authorities. (Documents 
" bearing on the subjects exist in Judicial tiles, in the ffles of the 

■ Official Liquidator, and most probably in other oificial files). I repeated- 
ly urged that the Bank was perfectly solvent, and this has now ^ been ■ 
established by the fact that depositors have already receivedl the whole 
of the principal amount of the deposits and something between 20 to 
■'25 per cent by way of interst : .and this in spite of the heavy losses • in 
realisation made by the official liquidators and the very heavy expenses 

- of liquidators.: . What is most pertinent to write here is that a number 

■ ■ of. other indigenous banks faile.^^^ consequence of this practically 

forced closure of the People’s and Amritsar Banka, and no assistance 
was given ot any kind by the admims.tratioo of Sir Michael O’Dwyer, 
in spite of the real facts of the case 'being repeatedly pointed out to 
Mm by Mr. Meugens. Thus a healthy, honest, and useful enterprlBe 
was crashed by the active encouragement ot Sir Michael OMwyer. The 
. .,;-:ftory of the official liquidation of numerous concerns, the persecution. ' 

-of m^Bdi and of a few others, and eventually of the official Liquidators 
of the People's , Bank of India, form- a dark chaptier in the history of 
the British. Raj in the Punjab. Parts, of this dismal tale were relafeed 
before the Industrial Commission, but ' they form a very small portion 
of the whole story* 

I had been pressed again and again on behalf of the Punjab 
-■■"Qoiemment to make a statement before the Industrial Oommissioa 
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wMch I aid miieli against my own iree Mil, but that did not and 
could not succeed In rebabilitating me attbe Government House, and tlie ; 
attitude of the Satrap of^lhe Province became, if anything, worsej 
and tbe result was my subsequent deportation without ' the least 
lustificatlon,:. and my trial and conviction on entirely false ullegatioBS 
supported by purely fabricated and brought up evidence. The general 
dislike which Sir Micbael O’Dwyer felt towards' me was intensified by 
tho v' lact been appointed a member of the Congress 

Deputation to England, and was te proceed there at the end of Aprils 
,1919, and by the fact that 1 had' also been elected to ’preside 
over the Punjab Provincial Conl.erence which was to be held at 
Jullunder on the iSth and 19th of April, 1919, I have reason to 
believe that Sir Michael 0 ’Dwyer apprehended an exposure at my 
hands of his cruel and un-British administration of the Provincej 
generally, and in particular his policy with reference to the recruitment 
to the army, the raising of the war loan and the war funds, and 
tie Buppreassion of the public press. 

As I had for a long time taken no interest in public agitation and 
held aloof j under peculiar circumstances, from the Rowlatt and 
Reform agitaftion, I could not assign any reason for the treatment I had 
as described above, excepting what has been said above, and this infer- 
ence derives support from the volume of the false evidence produced and 
from the remark of a commissioner of a division in the Punjab, who in 
March last, (when no one suspected that there would be any trouble In 
April following) told a Bai Bahadur friend of mine that the Government- 
had sufficient material in their hands to shut up Duni Ohand, EambhuJ 
Butt; but were short of evidence against Harkishan LaL Curiously 
enough, no such evidence was produced at the trial against me or my 
friends but were all three shut up though several other leading men 
were implicated in the same trial. 

It may be of interest to note that when the Deputy Commissioner 
sent for a number of people on 3rd April, I excused myself from, 
going; but when on the morniog of the 11th I for the first time heard 
the story of the unjustifiable firing on the previous evening from the 
Police Deputy Inspector, 'wLo had brought the notice from the Deputy 
Commiesioner, I felt it my duty to .intervene, i. e. nip in the. bud the 
misunderstandiBg which might otherwise arise between the people 
and the authorities. During the three days that intervened between 
this invitation and the final Invitation to see the Deputy Commissionet 
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*^nn Msiness^’ on the morniog; ;Of 14tli April, at the Telegrapli 
Office^ for the purpose of being .arrested, I once to the Dapat j ' ' 
Commissioner on the llth morning, wice to the Shahi Mosque 
iiiTited' by Lala Dnni, Chand (on the llth and onee to the Town 

Hall (on the 13th morning' at the invitation of the Hononrabla Mr* 
Shah), and 4 times to M Dun! Chand's house, to preside over the 
Committee meeting and consnlt him about the measares for eading 
Jiayfal, once at Gohai Chand’s, to have the manifesto of peace signed 
and I motored 4 times through the town to have th© hartal 
>lly efforts,' for the whole period of these three anxious days, to have llie, ■ 
fefM ended, and mutual confidence restored, ought to have brought 
■ me th© thanks of the Government, but, on the contrary, I got traissporta- 
lion for life and forfeiture of property. 

Before concluding, it should be put on record that on the l^th 
morning, i,e. at |he earliest opportunity, I wired to His Excellency 
the Viceroy from Mianwali that I was being removed to lea Khel 
for no other reas on than that the Government of the Punjab feared 
-exposure at my hands at Jullunder and in England. I wired during 
noy trial, directly and through my counsel, Honourabl© Mr. raiid.il .Moll* 
lal Nehru, to the Secretary of State, regularly about the case, about the 
evidence, about the trial and other matters, but all to no effect. The 
telegrams cost me well nigh Es. 10,000, the trial, another sum of 
Bs, 12, CCO, or thereabouts, and the appeal a good round sum ; but the 
laccounts are not yet complete, and the loss of business has cost m© 
nothing less than 3 lacs of rupees. This does. not take into account 
the acute mental suffering to which I and thoce near and dear to me 
were subjected during the whole of this period of deporatioo, tda^aud 
^.iBcarceration. ■ . 

553 

e/ Mr. Duni Chand, . 
iinieipal Commissioner ^ Lahme^ 

I was on© of the accused in the Lahore Ooespiracy Case*. I mm 
ccBvicted by the General Summary Court Martial Commission Ma I 
and was sentenced to penal servitude for life with forfeiture of property*. 
This sentence was later reduced to 3 years’ rigorous imprisanmant 
only. But recently I have been released under His Majesty''® 
Proclamatioi* 
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1 ha¥a beeE the Honorary Se^etary af the Indian Aisoeiation, 
'Iiahore, for a number of years, and I haYe taken a piominenfe 
pari in the politics of the ProYinte for more than 50 yean. 

Before the appointment of Sir Michael O’Dwyer as the LieBtenant*' 
'Oovernot of the Ponjabj the Province had made considerable progress 
in Higher University Edneation, and moei: of the literate people of the 
Proi?ince had^ therefore, been taking an interest in the current politic? 
of the country throngh the press, the platform and otherwise, Thongh 
the Province had not always been treated fairly and administered pro 
perly even before the appointment of Sir Michael O’Dwyerj during 
Ms regime the Province iared the worst. Sir Michael ruled the Pro* 
vinee with an iron hand. Though he possd as a champion of the turn 
popnktion, yet in reality he did very little for them. And as regards 
the educated classes, he shov?ed a particnlar animus against them 
He was also strongly opposed to the aipirations of educated Indians 
(or a larger share and an effective voice in the administration of their 
nonnlry^s affairs- The illiberal reactionary views which Sir Michael 
O'Dwjer expresstd in his speech in the Imperial Connei! about three 
years ago clearly showed his hostility to educated Indians, and to the 
cause of responsible Government in' India, Thong ii Sir Michaels's 
regime was from the first anti-Indian and nnsympathetic, it beeima 
most oppressive in the matter of recruitment for the army during the 
War. it is notorious in the Province that though recruitment was to 
he on a volmntary basis, Sir Michael O’Bwyer, through his I^eutanantg j, 
really forced people in many places to enlist i*?, tho army entirely 
against iheir will, I know a nomber of esses in which people were 
forced to enlist in. the army. I know that in maxy villages the people 
could not have rest or sleep owing to the fear of bad characters, who 
went about in conjunction with over-xealous Government subordinates 
to compel people by actual force and oppression- to join the army. 

As regards polities, Sir Michael discouraged publio meetings, and 
suppressed several newspapers in the Province. As a secretary of the 
Indian Association I had to call public meetings and after the issue of 
Jhe notices I was called either by the Chief Secretary to Government or 
ibe Oomtnissioner of Lahore to see him, and they always pnt sneh. 
-.bstsclis in my way of holding pnblie meetings that many persons ia 
■ my^piace would have done anything but held pnblie meetings in Lahore, 







im 

'The Chief Secretary and the Gommisrioner told me mor® tiaa ®ii«% 
;:presttmably OE behalf of Sir Michael . O’Dwyer, whom 'to imirifce mM 
’whom not to invite m speakers from outside the' Provineai;':::; 

Not only this, bnfe when some of the members of the Provindal 
Legislative Council attended .the last. Provincial Conference at ; 
these gentlemen ' wer® called by the Chief Secretary and; were taklU^fe ■; 
task, in such a way that they would ■ not have ., the 'Courage'; to. '-alien# ;, 
other public meetings in the ' Bradlaugh Hall. 

Coming to the recent disturbances in the . Province ' and the iii'trii**. ; 
cJuction of Martial Law, it is my settled eonvietion that Sir Michael "Wa® ; 
primarily responsible for all the evil that happened, ■ As a matter:of fael ; 
I had prophesied in my presidential speech at the Amritsar ProviUTOl ' 
■'■Gonference in 1917 as W 0 ll_ as in my evidence before ' the Rowlatt ,. 
Gommittee that his oppressive rule would lead to trouble. 

"Tha trouble that arose at Amritsar was due to the Mijust order of 

.:^4eportation' against Dr, Kitchlew and Dr. Satjapal, and that at Lahore ' 
-owing: to Mahatma Gandhi, I deplore III© .' 

excesses committed by the mob at Amritsar, But assuming 'that' : 
massacre of innocents at Jallianwalia B&gh had not been carried omfc 
, with the knowledge and consent nf .■ Sir Michael ' O’DwyCr, ■ it*; had; ; 
isUbsequent approval which fixes him with the responsibility for it, 

■ ..' .: * ** I' , » 

On 4lh April, Mr. Fjsoo, the Deputy Gommissioner told att 
the leading eiti^sens of Lahore that before the 6 th of April any 
•could ask the citijsens of Lahore to -keep open or close their shops oiei 
the 4'th as he liked and that on 6 th April ; alone ■ no ' one ' should' 'ti© 
allowed to force any one to open or close ^Ms shop against Ms wilL 
This order was passed not only orally, but also in \ writting. This will 
': show thal ' the . Government ■ in the beginning was not against the ' 
MariaL Oa 6 th April, it was never intended ; by the leaders that 
there should be another gathering or meeting of the oitiaiens, except the 
one which had been advertised to be held in the Bradlaugh Hall wMcIi 

• admittedly passed off quietly. Early on the morning of the 6 tb^ as 
soon as I'oame to know that there was a gathoring of students at lit© 
Ravi river 1 sent a chit to the students not to hold any maelittg 
there. And after this all the leading citizens of Lahore assisted th© 
.■authorities as much as lay in their power. For instance, in the mom* 

• ing when crowds of people passed my house, I told the people nol t# 
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go to the Mall, btst if they liked they could go to the Bradlaugh HalL 
Aod as sooE as I heard that there was a crowd gathered near Moot 
Chaod^ shop, and the authorities did not like this crowd to go to the 
Mall, I at once went to Mool Ohand’s shop, and while Dr. Gokal Ohanci 
was advising the crowd not to proceed towards the Mall, I also advised 
% portion of the same crowd on another side in the Nila Gambad square 
Bot to go towards the Mall. I actually took the crowd towards the 
Anarkali gardens, and remained with the crowd till it was directeci 
towards the Bradlangh Hall* Before the Bradlangh Hall ' meeting 
took place, Dr. Gokal Ohand and myself offered onr services to the 
authorities and carried out t3he programme of the authorities to the 
iatter’s satisfaction. The meeting of the Bradlangh Hall passed off 
qnietly. It is untrue that I intentionally got the Police authorities 
insulted. The fact is that 1 received a letter from Mr. Bowring, Supers 
intendeat, OJ.D. for three seats for him and his friends. But as the 
letter did not require any reply, I told the messenger to give salmn 
to Mr. Bowring by way oi a reply. 

After this, I made arrangements for seating accomodation for 
Mr. Bowring and his friends in the gallery. But as there was a great 
rash of the people that day, I was very busy, and could not, therefore,^ 
meet Mr. Bowring at the main gate and thus Mr. Bowring came in by 
the back door and wanted to take his seat in the Hall, But he found 
that there were no chairs in the body of the Hail, Therefore he was 
taken on behalf of the conveners of the meetm.^ lo the seat reserved 
for him. 

After the meeting as arranged by Mr. Gokal Chand and myself^ the 
crowd went away towards the city. 

There waa no EaHal between 6th and ICth April. On 
April, the Eamnaami festival was observed, and as had become usual 
in those days, there was a demonstration of the Hindu Mohammaden 
union in the festival. But it is untrue that the manifestations of the 
Indu and Mohammaden union were directed against the Government- 

TJpio the evening of the lOtbj there was no intention on anybody’s* 
pari to bold second Hartal at any time after 6 th April, as has been 
suggested by Mr. Broadway in his evidence before the Hunter Com- 
^^^mitlee. In the afternoon of the 10th, as soon as the p<jopi0eam0 to*, 
know about the arrest of Mr. Gandhi, they began to close their' 
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shops volimtarily* And in the evening, ■ I am told, a procession ^ 
of a few hundreds of people mostly of yonng men was formed and it 
went over the Mall and the police fired upon the crowd, ''I came 
to know about the procession and the firing soon after, I at once went/ 
to the chief police anthorities near the General Post Office to whom, ";!' 
offered my assistance, bat the same was refused contemptuously. 

'Bhortly ^ after, I heard that some ^ of the wounded persons war© ' 
lying id' the Charing Cross Police Station and as Colonel Davidson, the -' 
Civil Surgeon was living near the Police Station, I telephoned him to," 
look after the woanded. Bat I received a reply that he had no timo 
and that the wounded should go to the Hospital ■ ■ ■ 

After this, I returned home and later on heard that some people- 
had been shot outside the Lohari Gate, Mr, Fy son’s statement that, I - 
was present outside the lohari Gat© about the time of shooting 
isnntruo. 

After the Lohari Gate shooting incident I went to King Edward's 
Hospital to see the wounded and I found that the majority of the 
wounded were not being pjgoperly looked after. I drew the attention 
of the authorities to this fact. On the morning of the lltb, along with 
other principal citizens of Lahore, I was called by the Deputy Com* 
missioner. Several of us told him that in order to pacify the people^ 
among other things, the wounded should be given to their relations 
for medical treatment and the dead for disposal according to their 
religion. But w© recived no sympathetic reply from the Deputy 
Commissioner, 

About noon time on 11th April, my brother Mr. 
Barrister-at-law, gave me a message on behalf of the Deputy Com^ 
missioner to the effect that I and others should go to the Badshahi Mosque 
where a public meeting was being held and advise the people to open 
their ehopSf, On this, I went to Lala Harkishan Lai and taking' him' 
.with vme went to the Badshahi Mosque meeting, I advised the. people., 
assembled at the Mosque to open their shops. But the people wOuH' 
not accept our advice until some at least of their requests were granted. 

After this, on the morning of 12th April, a public meeting was- 
beihg held in the Badshahi Mosque. Mr, Harkishan Lai and I again 
went to the meeting and advised the people to open their shops. But 
as the people would not agree to open their shops unless some of their ■ 
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. -grievancei were removed, we famed « ' Sub-Oommittea to mnnidBt tb© 
whole matter snd to advise the people io open their shopif Thereafter^ 

1 ttleBded the High Court in oonuection with my professional work^ 
While there, I was taken by Mr, Mohammad Shad to his hoase whir© , a 
meeting was held to consider the question of the After diicussiiig 

the matter of the hartal at Mr. Mohammad Shafi’s house, the people 
; present there sent Mr. Mohammad Shafi and others with our sug- 
. gestion* to the Chief Secretary to Government. In the meantime« a 
meeting of the members of the Sub-Committee appointed at the Badshahl 
Mosque and of other citizens was held at my house, as it was con** 
veniently situated for all. While the meeting was beiog held, Mr* Shaft ? 
and others brought a message that Sir Michael O’Dwyer would not 
accept any of the suggestions. Notwithstanding this we coittinued 
holding meetings at my bouse in order to have the shops opened. 

The meetings which were held at my house were open meetings 
and had nothing to do with any conspiracy or secret matter. 

On the evening of Jith April, I sent telegrams to Sir Michael 
O’Dwyer and the Viceory to the effect that the firing on the 
Mall was unjustifiable and that they should interfere. The nest day, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Mohammad Shafi and others, a meeting of the 
leading citizens of Lahore was held in the Town Hall where there was 
open and free discussion about the matters connected with the hartal. 
The general opinion of the shopkeepers present in the meeting was 
that if the authorities removed the soldiers who had been brought into 
the city against the promise of the Deputy Commissioner, the shop* 
keepers would agree to open the shops. But we were told by 
Mohammad Shafi and others that the Government would not agree 
to do so. And as the authorities would not accept any suggestions of 
the people, the meeting came to an abrupt end. 

after this, wa held another meeting at miy house, and in the 
evening we decreed that the shops ’ should bs opened unconditionally g. 
The decision of the CocniBiitee was announced to the public, but the 
Majority of the public would not agree to it. On thk^ the members of 
the committee present at my house suggested that Mr. Gokal C^ai 
. and I should see the Deputy Commissioner and ask him to reqtesi 
‘the Lieutenant-Governor to use some narmi (mildness) to sdoth 
^jjopukr feeling, Mr, Gokal Ohand aud I saw the Deputy Ooiii«» 
iesioner and a'sked him to request the LieutenantGovernor to us# 
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nmmi * Oe this Mr, FysoOi the Deputy Commissioner, told ns that 
■ha would tell the Lientenant-Goyeroor what they had said, hut h© 
(the Lieutenant Governor) was well kaowa to be a tiger ; however, m 
sometimes the tiger also licks, he might show some mrmi (idulgence) 
towards the people. He also said that he woicild send for ns to 
commnnicate the reply of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Next morning, while I, Mr, Harkisan Lai and others were 
ihinkiog' of going into the eity and persuading the ■people to open their.' 
shops nnooniditionally, I rtoeived a letter from the Secretary, Municipai ; 
Committee, that the Deputy Com mission er wanted to see me at 10 
in connection with some urgent matter. Accordingly, I went to. see 
the Deputy Oommissioaer and while at bis|Bu!3galow I was deported to 
Ciambellpore. 
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Yakil^ High Courts L^ore^ 


The Punjab Government, not satisfied with the great wrong done 
lo th© people of the Province by the passage of the Land Alienation* 
Act in the Imperial Legislative Council, introclnsed early in 1907 
Bill In the Punjab Legislative Council called” II 14 Land Alienation^ 
Au Amendment BilV\ 


The citizens of Lahore in a public meeting assembled protested^ 
against the introduction of the Bill which proposed 

(1) the elimination of the statutory agriculturist. 


(2) the* further curtailment of the rights and powers of a land- 

holder to transfer agricultural land even for religioui and ' 
charitable purposes, 

(3) th© transfer of the powers of notifying agrieultufal tribes 
from Ihe Imperial Government to the Local Government, ' ' 

(4| and further adding to the already vast powers of the Collector-' 
by curtailing Ihe rights of the civil courts, 

arf It was resolved that in the opinion of thisi meeting the proposed 
changes were likely to give ris© to wide-spread" discontent in the 
Province and would b© disastrous to peace, progress and steady advane©-- 
ail loiiad^ 
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At thaUime the value of the rupee hadjgoue down amd the Land 
Alienation Acfe had diminished the pries of Land. The ZamlEiar was 
■finding great difficulty in raising money for the unavoidable and 
absolute necessities of life, 

Yarious measures were being passed, enlarging the powers of » 
Collector beyond all proper limits. The whole of the Punjab, Press and 
Platform, condemned the measure, but it was passed. 

This was followed by the Colonization Bill. The whole Province 
protested against it. 

The Colonization Bill, besides seriously affecting the status and 
proprietary and other rights of the people who had spent their all In 
acquiring these lands in the Chenab and Jhelum Colonies, and 
in cultivating them, made it compulsory upon people to cultivate 
trees to an extent and in a manner that may be laid down by the 
Collector. And then th e cultivator of these trees was liable to be 
sentenced to six months’ (laterly three months) imprisonment, if be 
were to cut, even a small twig (Dafun) to clean his teeth. The rule of 
succession was changed and restricted to the heirs of the body., the 
widow and to only those collaterals whose ancestor was common with 
the deceased and who held land in the Colony. The power to devide 
one’s land by will was taken away, tboug h in many cases it was pur« 
chased in open auction by paying fabulo us prices to Government. One 
provision was that a proprietor may be turned out of his own laiids^ 
if he failed to pay the CkowMdara tax within fifteen days of the demand. 
The Collector was the sole arbiter of their fates. The bill guranfceed fnl! 
indemnity to the Executive and the civil courts’ Jurisdiction was ousted. 
A Collector could fine a land-holder at the rate of Rs. lOO per square 
at Ms sweet will summarily, and without regular proceedings of any 
kind. Similar heavy punishments were provided for similar trifling 
offences in open violation of the terms of sale deeds and other similar 
contracts. These and many other provisions fcauaed great and unprece- 
dented fear and alarm in the Colonies and in the the Province. The 
pfublio mind was stirred to its deepest depth at the attitude of 
Bureaucracy. The mofb the pressure of public opinion was attempted 
to be brought to bear upon the authorities, the more savage they 
became in their treatment. 

Some of them indulged in abuse mi insult Beputatfou® wailed 
upon them, resolutions and reprosenlations of all sorts were sent 
. and submitted to them. 
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Besides, large nnmber of protest meetings were held in Lahore 
^lOnd other important cent res, both rural and urban. An All Punjab 
demonstration meeting of about fifteen thousand people representing 
Rawalpindi, Multan, Ferozepore, Amritsar, Gnjranwala, Lyallpore, 

. Jhelum, Sialkot, Jhang, etc, was held at Lahore against these two 
Bills but the Bureaucracy heeded not and passed the measure into Act* 
The Land Alienation Amendment Act was passed in February, 1907. 

AndinMarch, 1907, the Colonisation Bill was taken up in right 
-earnest. > Both the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Charles Rivaz and the 
Hon’ble Mr. (now Sir) James Douie, the mover of the measure, admitted 
that, “genuine fears and misapprehensions existed among a large 
number of our colonists” an d he further stated that, “a heap of petitions’*, 
had been received by the Government, protesting against' the Bill. 
His Honour Sir Charles Ri vaz, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, 
though hard pressed by all the Indian members (none was elected and 
all were nominated) to postpone the consideration of the Bill, was 
pleased to remark as follows: — 

“ I did not know until now that any objection would be 
raised to this motion and I cannot agree that the consideration 
of this Bill should be postponed and, the very large number 
of memorials, representations and resolutions submitted to us 
shows that every one had had ample time to consider and criticise its 
provisions.” * * ® “No doubt some uneasiness has been created 

in respect ot this Bill, but for this very reason it seems to me that it 
should be passed as soon as possible, I havejlittle doubt that when it faaa- 
become law and its effects in working are 'seen and understood, all suqh 
uneasiness will pass away.” The Council ‘decided in favour of the Bill 
by one vote only. Members who voted for and against the Bill were:— 

Yes-4 No— 3 

Hon’ble Mr. S. Finney The Hon’ble Tkakur Mahan Chand 

Hon’ble Sir David Masson The Hon’ble Malik Umar Hayat 

Khan Tiwanai^ 

Hon'ble Mr. J. M. Douie . The Hon’ble Sardar Partap Singh. 

To put the mmn objection to the Colonization Bill (No. 3 of I90Q ist 
'i»:ie‘'andcategorioally; 

i; That it is uno and^ goes against the previout* 

contracts. 
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% That it uBfairly inbjectB the previous grantees an d purchasers^ 
of land by auction to new humiliating and unjust liabilities-, 
and responsibilities of a very serious nature* 

3* That it alters the rule of succession against the personal and 
customary law of the Zamindars that would result in the 
escheat of this land to the Government, 

4, That it provided several punishment for ordinary faults arjcl 
mistakes and even for removing twigs and leaves from oneV 
own trees. 

5. That instead |of checking the illegal and unauthorised pro-* 
ceedings of officers, it legalises them and makes them immune 
from the control and adjudication of civil courts. 

8 . That it crsatas feelings of absolute distrust and dissatisl^l^pi''' 
among the land.holders of all classes. • \ 

To add to the people’s extreme ^anxiety and disappointment|.. 
aaio&er Bill was introduced to raise the water taxes in the canal 
tn%ated 'i areas. The charges became exorbitant, and again meetings 

io£ protest were held all over the Province. The rates were enhanced 
hj two tiTjndred to three hundred per cent. 

The resnlt was that peasant proprietors assembled in thousands 
•in Lahore and decided not to use canal water and not to pay any 
land-tax. They calculated that it was not profitable to take canal 
water at such high rates. The Government and the Secretary of State 
were informed of this decision. A similar resolution was arrived at 
in Amritsar, Lyallpore and other districts affected by the measure. 

Lala Lajpat Rai moved the second resolution in the All Punjab ■ 
demonstration meeting held at Lahore. It was a moat orderly meeting., 
me speeches ware well balanced, dignified, sober, yet strong. 

At Lyallpore, several meetings were held and a Zamindar 
AaacMjiation was started. This Association invited Lala Lajpat Rai, 
L^ Jaswant Rai,Chowdhri Shahab-ud^in, myself and others to discuss 
Ito advisibility of submitting a memorial to Government. Lala Lajpat 
mi, OhowdhriSiiahab-nd-in and myself spoke in favour of the memo- 
iW and explained it term by term to the people concerned. The memo- 
• trial had to be sent to the Government. Not a wotd was spoken by any 
speaker that was seditious.They could not catch anyfbody that way.SaTdar 
Ajit Singh was not permitted to take part in the meeting. But he did 
speech before we reached the meeting place. The memorial 


liaiunr8-Ko.SB4«oN<d. 741 

speaks for itself and shows beyond donbt the good faith* good ifriil 
and absolute loyalty of the people towards the Government. 

If the people’s right to petition means sedition they were guilty of 
it. If people’s expression of annoyance or dissatisfaction re ; the 
introduction of a ‘‘Eevolutionary Legislation” as the “ Tribune ” then 
called it, is an offence, certainly it was committed. The people were 
stirred to the deepest depths of their feelings of discontent and 
dissatisfaction, bnt their whole-hearted attitude was one of praying 
for and pressing upon the Government the need and wisdom of a 
better treatment. They did inform the Government in the end: ‘alright, 
if you do’nt listen, we will neither take water nor pay taxes.’ 

While these bad measures were hanging over the people’s head, 
there were other causes of disturbances as well. The Pnnjabee Defama- 
tion Case was going on in the Original Court, then in the Court of 
Appeal and eventually in the Court of Revision ( The Chief Court, 
Lahore). Certain young men took part in the demonstrations of those 
days. In one or two oases certain young Indians did not behave 
properly towards certain Europeans when they crossed each other on 
the Upper Mall. A crowd of young men (‘‘Scrores of silly school boys ’* 
according to the “ Civil & Military Gazette” ) were going in a body 
through Auarkali to the Upper Mall and they were dispersed by itoroe 
by the police with the butt-ends of thek guns and batons. 

It was believed by the people that the Pnnjabee was being prose*' 
cated for exposing the wrongs of the ruling classes and not for any 
offence a^inst the State, This prosecution caused a good deal of sen* 
sation and bad blood. 

The “Civil and Military Gazette,” the “Pioneer” and other ex*- 
tremist journals ot that class went on writing bitterly. 

The arrest and prosecution of Lalas Hans Eaj, Gurdas Ram and 
Ram, the well known leading lawyers of Rawalpindi, the Chief 
Court refusing to let, tnem on bail, their rotting in Jail for months before 
they were acquitted by ( the since then much condemned ) Mr. Marti- 
neau, now Judge of the Lahore High Court and then Sessions Judge pf 
Rawalpindi, proved another disheartening element in the public life 
I, P. P. 5 
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of the Panjabi The behaviour of Mr. Agnew, Deputy OommiBsioner of 
Rawalpindi, towards these honoured and leading men of that part of 
the Province gave a rude shock to the Indian feelings of justice and 
propriety. These were also the days of general political upheaval and 
the accompanying unrest in the whole of India. The partionjof Bengal 
and the consequential agitation were before the people’s mind. The 
late lamented Mr. Qokhale was on his all India tour and his speeches 
were being read with a rapt attention. At such an hour all 
efforts were being made by the most despotic of bureaucracies 
to repress the rising tide of political hopes and aspirations that had 
arisen in the minds of the Panjabis in common with their country- 
men of other provinces. I was myself present and took part in 
both the meetings at Lahore and Lyallpore and can say witho#^ the ’ 
least fear of contradiction that thongh discontent and dissatisfaction 
were at their highest, it was felt that the trouble was due to the conduct 
of individual officials and not to any insincerity of the real rulers, 
pie British Qovernmet in Gr^t Britain. 

The excitement was general and deep, but no body ever dreamt 
of any violent methods, or entertained any idea of subverting the 
Britieh Government in India. 

The “ Civil and Military Gazette, ” and papers of that description 
tried their best to spread racial hatred and to disseminate the thought 
that it was possible for the Punjabee to rebel and the Punjab Armies 
to be tampered with, 

Having come to know, that, it was being seriously and systema- 
tically given out that some of the agitators had tried to tamper with 
the loyalty of the Punjab troops and having read the comments of 
Mr. Blair on the chances or otherwise of the British being turned out 
if the Army were to rebel an^ his statement that the Railway system 
was so well in hand that a rebellion in flie Army could not result in 
the defeat of the British, etc. etc., and further coming to know that 
certain serious steps were about to be taken regarding Sikh Soldiers 
the proportionate strength of the Army, I felt that a great wrong was 
being done to the innocent Indian Sepoys. Therefore, I went to 
lugland to explain the causes and cure of the unrest in India. 1 left 
' |w England on the 1st of September, 1908, and I believe I sucoeedeil 
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fairly well Ie my mission* I assured the British public of the absolute 
loyalty of the Indian Soldiers, ' T told -them' what the real canies ^ 
of the unrest were. And I was gwen the assurance that immediate ' 
action would be taken to remove the causes of discontent® 

Other causes of discontent , were the unjust deportation of Lala ; 
liajpat Rai and . Ajit Singh and, the stopping of all public life in the, . 
Punjab- by the' Seditious Meetings ■ Ordinance” , and' similar ■diher/' 
co-erclYe measures. ■ 

The working of the Defence of India Act had greatly shaken the 
belief in British justice. People were looking forward to a day whan 
the operation of that law would finally cease. On the ocouirrence 
of the armistice, people felt that the end of ail repressive’ 
legislation was at handg but, contrary to these expectations they 
found that Government were bent upon perpetuating at least the 
Defence of India Act in the form of the two Bowlafct Bills. Oon^ 
sidering the treatment meted out by Sir Michael O’Dwyer to the 
educated class in the Punjab, they felt sure that he would not be 
slow in making use of the powers under the Bills. It was only 
natural under these circumstances that the Punjab should feel horrified 
and, therefore, join whole heartedly in the agitation against the 
enactment of the proposed laws. My study of the depressed 
classes and criminal tribes for years had convinced me that similar 
harsh measures under the Hindu Rule were to a great extent 
answerable for their present conditions, and, therefore, I made up my 
mind to oppose the enactment of the proposed laws to the best of my 
powers. It was with this object that I joined whole heartedly my 
friends and held protest meetings. The Indian Association after 
mature consideration protested against the recommendations of the 
Rowlatt Committee which were subsequently incorporated in the 
eaid Bills. 


On the 4th of February, a meeting was held in this city, the 
proceedings of which show the seriousness with which we approached 
t he subject® Even the most moderate amongst us joined hands in 
this cause, Mr. Manoher Lai, a moderate of moderates, presided 
at the meeting® A clear warning was given to the Government that 

we had kept silent during the War, yet feeling that untold 

misery would be caused to the Punjab if the law was enacted, we' 
were determined to oppose their new proposals in all constitutional 
ways' open to ui® 1 clearly intimated on that occasion that we were 
not going to give up our sigitatipn ' on account of threats held out igr 
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us* I had at that time Ie mind the repeated threats of Sir Miohael 
O’Dwyer, Similar meetings were held all over the Ptmijab, The 
OoTerninent appear to have made very light of the feeling against 
■their perpetuating a repressive policy, I may also mention' here that 
the feelings of the Punjabis had also been embittered about this time 
by Sir Michael’s praising them to the sky in the Imperial Council and 
declaring in his despatch on the Eeforms that they were more back** 
ward than the other parts of India and unfit for self-government, simply 
because they had kept quiet on the question of Eeforms during the 
War, I said at that meeting that no force could stifle the voice in 
fovour of the Indian uplift, and pointed out what should be done to 
give the people some tangible power in the administration wifek a 
promise of more to come. “ 

Another meeting was held here to protest against tie Bills 
on the 9th or March, when it was resolved, ‘Hhat in the event of the 
Bowlatt Bills being passed into Law in spite of the opposition offered 
to them by Indians of all shades of opinion the Indian people would 
be justified in baying resort to such form of passive resistance as they 
xnight eventually decide upon. 

Notwithstanding the united opposition of the whole of India, one of 
the two Bills was passed on the 18th of March. Whereupon, Mahatma 
Gandhi issued a message calling upon the whole of India to observe 
Jmrtalf and, therefore, the 30th of March was fixed upon, but subse- 
quently altered to the 6th of April, 

On the 29th of March, the signatories of the notice calling a 
meeting on the 30 th which was still in the press, were sent for by 
Mr. Fyson, the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Broadway, Senior Super- 
intendent of Police, Lahore, was also present. Detailed proceed- 
ings of that meeting have been published in some of the local papers. 
We told the Deputy Commissioner that the meeting had been 
postponed till the 6th of April, We were prepared to give it up if he 
told us that he objected to it. He informed us that hs did not. 
Dr. Narang, our spokesman, told him also that we would have nothing 
to do with hartaL 

On the evening of the SOfch of March I left Lahore for Nalagarh, 
and remained away till the noon of the 4th of April, On my arrival, 
hearing that the conveners of the meeting of eth April had again been 
summoned, I went to the Deputy Commissioner’s office, though I had 
received no notice. I was not present in Lahore when the Indian 
Association and the Provincial Congress Committee met on the 2nd 
of April and decided to hold a meeting on the 6th, nor wag I 

, ppsent at: the meeting which decided to hold the 
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UOtli nf March* Ob enquiry* I found' thal the con?en@rs of he 
two meetings held on the 30th of March and 6th April we?© not 
the same^ This shows they could not ha¥e been convened in pursnanc© 
of any conspiracy* 

On the 4th of April we Informed the Deputy Commissioner that 
the Awoeiation’ would have nothing to 'do with the and that 

In fact, that part of Mahatma Gandhi’s message had been omitted’ 
from our notice. At the meeting of the 6th* I further offered mjmlt 
m a special constable* if the authorities apprehended any disiurhanet 
taking place* and stated that my friends who wore present would 
not object to be enrolled as such. It was finally decided - 

(1) that no compulsion was in any case to b© used* but perauatlon 

either to keep shops closed or open could be used up to the 
evening ' of ' the' 5 th, ■■ and 

(2) that no kind of persuasion or compulsion was at 'all to be 

resorted to on the 6th of April, and that any one found doing 
: 'BO would be severely dealt with. 

.> ©ur ' offer as to' the' appointment of special constables was not acceptedA 

The Deputy Commissioner was again told that the proposed meeting 
on the 6th would be given up if he objected to it* but reiterated his 
former declaration that there was.no objection to the meeting being 
held at the Bradlaugh Hall, provided . it was conducted in an orderly 
manner. 

On the 5th of April, the Deputy Commissioner issued an order in 
conformity with the understanding arrived at on the previous day. 

There was a universal and spontaneous hartal at Lahore "on the 
6th. In accordance with our promise we took no part In it. But 
the police had taken an unfortunate step on the 2nd of April in 
issuing a notice under section 30 of the BoMce Act,, prohibiting any 
assembly or procession without a license ; the result being, that we 
ceuld not make any, arrangements to keep thousands of men, 
who had been freed from work by the hartal^ engaged® After their 
morning bath at the river where people naturally gathered in very 
large numbers, they formed themselves into a procession on their 
way home. They repeated, beating their breasts ®* Hal, Hai Eowlatt 
Bill.” It 'has been suggested that the making of marks on the fore- 
heads of some Moslims with ashes by Hindus had some hidden 
significance. In reality, it had no other significance than that of 
marking cordiality and unity between them.. There’ was' nothing' ''Secret 
m siniste? abcmt the'/MrIaf or 'pro^s^on*''. - -■ ■ 
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by the police on reaching 

Anarkali, it was taken away to the Bra'dlangli Hall by Messrs Dani 
Ohand and Narang after'^ consnlting the authorities* Admittedly fnll 
h®lp::was'g ns to them in dealing' with this crowd, 

unaware of wh^ was happening in 

the town on the 6th nntil about the time I went to the meeting at 
Bradlangh Hall, for I was engaged ' the whole time in preparing the 
Nalagarh Memorial* Being sent for more than an hour before the time 
fixed for the meeting, I got there at about 3-30 or »3*45 p. m. On my 
way, I learnt all that had happened previously. At the Bradlangh Hall 
I found a very large gathering, the hall itself being packed and o 
crowded and several over-flow meetings going on outside 
compound. (We took the extra precaution of asking pero^lrt^ ^to 
hold these over-flow meetings. In anticipation of the m®etthg being 
very large, chairs generally had been dispensed with. There was one 
for the Chairman and a few others. Then I went and occupied 
the chair. I at once opened the proceedings. I pointed out to the 
peopl® that the hxttdl was only a demonstration used from times 
immemorial to express our disapproval of any wrong and our inability to 
bear it, and exhorted the people to bring about a complete change 
in their mental attitude and bear every wrong patiently and in no 
form or manner to have recourse to violence or retaliation. 

When I had finished my address and Mr. Narang was speaking on 
the first resolution, Messrs. Bowring, Ascwith and Beaver came in from 
a door behind me. They were brought in by Mr, Duni Chad. On being 
told that they were coming, I left my chair, went up to them and shook 
hands and called for chairs, but I found them turning back, as it had 
been decided between them and Messrs, Narang and Duni Ohand that 
they should go to the gallery where chairs had been provided for 
police officers. Every attention to these gentlemen was paid by us, and 
two Barrister friends were even asked to accompany them to the 
balcony. There was a great deal of noise, and so I am not able to say if 
any misbehaviour by the audience occurred. I for the first time heard 
during our trial that there were shouts of * no chair,’ *ao chair’ and 
. hissing. 

The meeting dispersed after prayers, formally conducted on behalf 
of the Mohammedans, the Sikhs and the Hindus, for better' relations 
between the rulers and the ruled. I advised the people to disperse and 
go home without making any demonstration. 

' , Th® Tl'hi 8th and the] 9 th of April ^ passed off quietly. 




‘ ^ Uf . 

On the 9th at midday^^ certain ‘ representatives of the Bam Lila 
Association came from the city to the Ear-room and invited a number 
of Hindu and Moslim members of the Bar to join the Ram Nanmi 
procession. Since two or three years previous to this occseion, through 
the efforts of Mr, Tollinton, the then Deputy Commissioner of Lahorej 
the two communities had been on very friendly terms and each 
community made special efforts to demonstrate its friendship on the 
occasion of the religious festivals of the other. On going to the city, 
we found that ail distinction between Moslims and Hindus was very 
much obliterated. The Moslims were vieing with their Hindu 
brethren for promoting the success of the procession* Officials and 
non-officials were all treated with equal cordiality* The police and then 
the magistracy accompanying us during the procession were garlanded 
ail along the route in the same manner as ourselves. Speeches were 
delivered at two places. The first time this was done, it was to pass away 
the time while awaiting the arrival of the rest of the procession as we 
had gone too much in advance of it. Speeches then delivered were abso- 
lutely innocent; I acting more or less as a chairman. At the end of the 
procession speeches were made by several people in which the police 
and the two magistrates who represented the Government were thanked. 
They in their turn thanked us prof usely for the good management of 
the procession* I also spoke showing that Ram represented Love which 
permeates the hearts of all of us* 

On the 10th I went to the Mall, where 1 was told that there migtt 
be firing again; so I went to Lohari Gate and found a crowd of 2 to 3 
hundred persons. ^ 

As I began to tell people to disperse when Mr. Broadway and his 
party of police arrived. Mr. Broadway said i ** my orders are to fire**^ I 
asked to be allowed to intervene and a little time to be given as it wai 
difficult to make myself heard and asked for a horse. 

■ ' . I tried to address, the people mounted on the horse but did not " 

.succeed, as 1 went to Lala Bhagwan Dass Pleader’s balcony and was 
about to address from there but he did not allow me to do so« I came 
down and from the lleciric stand addressed the people first making 
them sit down. By this time there was a crowd of a 1000 or so« 

People mostly sat down when a few shots were fired;. so I went o 
Mr* Broadway and asked him why he was doing this. I added, however^ 

■ '‘asyou air it' will assist me in sending piople 
away/ He said he had hot fired in the air at- all but that ha h|d 
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firfld hagh up ns some one had thrown something which had bit him. 1 
asked him to show where he was hnrt. He showed his wrist bat there 
were no marks. He then said he bad been hit very slightly. 

On my pressihg not to fire I was told : Mr. Fyson is coming; in 
the meanwhile yon disperse them, if they don’t go we will fire the 
moment he comes”. 

As I went back and made the crowd sit down and was persaading 
them to go a young man came and said : ‘Mr. Fyson ®ya if the crowd 
does not disperse at once he will open fire. I ran to Mr. Fyson, remon- 
strated with him and pleaded for time. He gave me only two minutes. 
Before the two minntes were over while I was in the crowd annonocing 
his orders and asking the people to go away fire was opened' with the 
resnlt that many were shot in the back. 

I was called by the Deputy Conamissioner eariy the 11th to the 
Tetegraph Qffioe with others and asked to get the HarM removed. 

I said ‘ if we go and address the people there will be > crowd and 
we will be fired at under the orders he had passed.’ 

Me said that we would not be interfered with whilst we were doing 
that. We informed him that people would not listen to anyone unless the 
dead bodies of persons who were shot were made over and the wounded 
returned. He said he would consult the Lieutenant-Governor, 

At midday we were again called and told that a meeting was being 
held at the Bad shahi Mosque and asked to go thero and get the people 
to agree (1) not to come to the Mall or the Anarkali for three days and 
that (2) the question of the dead and wounded should be given up. At 
my suggestion he promised that there would be no firing or picketing 
of soldiers and police in the City. 

We went to the Mosque where I spoke over an hour with the idea 
of pacifying the feelings of the huge crowd there. I was successful in 
persuatog the meeting to agree to the two matters above referred to 
by teHingttem of the Deputy Oommiaioner's promise and assuring 
l*em thaf the' word of the j$arkar was a guarantee of their absolute 
protection in the city. 

• We, i. e., Messrs. Taj Din, Khalifa Shuja-nd-din, Mohani Hlmh and 
mysMf, then went to the Telegraph Office to inform Mr. Fyson of our 
peeeps, but he was oat. We, however, met Mr. Broadway who en- 
'liltim wJMit we had done about the>rt,^ We sdd, we had dehoonced 
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It but had not succeeded and that we bad not really gone to get the 
MHal removed. He asked ns to try again, so we met in the evening and 
prepared a manifesto advising the people to give np the hmtal. 

On the 12th, I went ont to Duni Ohand's to arrange for action to 
have the hartal removed, and there came to learn of another meetings 
at the Badshahi Mosque to which we went. W a did all we could to 
get the people to give np the hartal^ so much so that we were charged 
with doing this under Government pressure and promises. Finding it 
Impossible to conduct the business in such a crowd, a Committee with 
myself as Secretary, was apppointed to deal with the question, and to 
represent people’s grievances to the Government. This was subse- 
quently, i. e„ during our trial termed the ‘‘Revolutionary Committee” I 

At the time we were about to leave the Mosqiie, information was - 
received in the Mosque that it was surrounded by the Police and> 
Military, and a gun in the Fort was pointed at the meeting. We saw 
an aeroplane or two hovering very low over our heads. People were 
quite* terrified on learning this news and seeing this sight. It was then 
that I advised them to remain calm and to go inside the Mosque, if" 
necessary, for protection and that in no case should they leave the 
Mosque as I was going to Mr. Fyson, whose promise I had already 
received, to get the soldeirs removed. 

I happened to go to Mr. Shaft’s bouse in tbe afternoon where tber#- 
. vras a meeting and learnt that certain conditions bad been agreed upon’ 
which were to be communicated to tbe Chief Secretary, On learning- 
this I told those present that they were not doing their duty by 
not showing their sympathy with the wounded and in not representing 
the real state of affairs and the real mind of the people to the Govern- 
ment. I then went to Duni Ohand’s bouse where a number of peopt# 
bad gathered and we brought them round to our views. Just then, 

Shaft came and asked us to attend a meeting the next day at tbe 
Town Hall, 

On the 13th at 9-30 a. m. I went to the Town HalL At the 
meeting It was pointed out that the promise not to fire or picket tbe-' 
Military In the city had been broken. Just then Mr. Fyson arriveii 
and this was repeated to him. Whereon he denied bating made sueii 
a promise. I then got up and reminded him of tbe occasion and thm- 
circumstances under which ha bad so promised. This time be did not" 
^mj my statement. We then pressed- for noma concession which won!#. 
■ I. P. F. 6 
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to pacify tbe people. He said he would consult the tientenant- 

Later on, we were again called to the Telegraph Office and in- 
fcjrmed that Martial Law would be. introduced if hartal was not at once 
^^aded. Mr. Fyson read to. us Begnlation 10 of 1804 as empowering the 
to take such action. I pointed out that the Eegulatioiv^ 
■ did not Justify it under the existing circumstances. My objection hm 
'; fc€E considered^ to Government ! 

The same day we had a meeting of Chaudharies and others, aoil 
a€ter s discussion it was thought advisable to end the hartal uncondb 

■'^©uaAly.. ■ ' ' ■ , ■ ' ■ 

The next day I was sent for by the Deputy CJommissionet lo 1 
‘ Sfelegraph Office where I was arrested and deported to Dera Qhazi Khan 
mnder the Defence of India Act, and subsequently,^ tried by a 
'Commission acting p. General Court Martial ,^and ■ convicted and 
-^leiitcnced to transporation for life^ with forfeiture of property. I have 
'•aoW been’'' released. In eonclusion» I have to express my confirmed 
-«spiaion1hat those who w^ere arrested, tried and convicted by the Court 
Martial Law Tribunal in what is konwn as the Lahore Conspiracy Case 
were absolutely innocent of any crime and that all action against them 
mm taken simply to terrorise the people of the Punjab and crush out 
all political activities in the Province which had the misfortune of 
'Ijeing governed by so powerful, unscrupulous and revengeful a bureau- 
’^rat as Sir Michael O'Dwyer. 


*Jmu’ers given hi Pandit Ham Bhuj Putt io qimtioas put to him the 

Oommision, 

Q. Mr. Broadway says that on the 4th, the Deputy Commissicner 
field a meeting of the leaders of the people and the organisers of the 
Were the organisers of the hartal present at the meeting ? 

A. No organiser of the hartal was present at the meeting* 
Ml** Fyson’s statement In the Lahore Conspiracy Cage that the game 
I summoned the signatories to the notice of the 6th and the 
«^ffeie!itativea of the “Punjabi” and the “Tribune,” shows the Incorrect- 
«©£ Mr. Broadway’s statement about the organisers of the Earial^ 

Mr. Broadway says that he had heard that there sould ba 
, ' ®w«again on Sunday next (I e, Sunday the 13th). To your knowledge 

any such hartal been fixed ? ^ 
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A, No sneh ha>'ial had been arranged for. 

Q. When did yon hear of Mr. Gandhi’s arrest and of the doings 
■••■at Amritsar ?, ■ ■■ ■ ,. 

A. I heard of Mr. Gandhi's arrest between 6 and 7 p. m. I heard 
about Amritsar only on the morning of the llth. 

Q. What was the cause of the hartal on the lOth ? 

A. The information I received was that Gandhiji had been arrested 
and that hand had therenpon ensned, and people on coming to the 
Mall were stopped by the Police. I was also told that they might be 
fired on unless I went and intervened. 


Q. Mr. Broad%vay says; “I then f went with some men to Mr. 
Glarke’s assistance who was pushing the crowd back towards Anarkali 
Bazar to the Circular bend of the Bazar. The crowd was growing and 
packing closely until we could push them no further.” Is this correct ? 

A. If by this Mr. Broadway means that the crowd had to be 
pushed back from the Mall up to the end of Anarkali adjoining the 
Circular Road it is untrue. The crowd had dispersed at the time I 
reached the Mall. I drove in a tonga from there up to the end of 
Anarkali adjoining the Circular Road .There was no crowd in the way 


I saw groups of three to five persons standing and talking at 5 or 
6 different points during my drive of nearly a mile and a half. I saw 
Mr. Broadway and Mr. Clarke and their men picketed attUe Cbowfc 
between the University Library and NilaGumbaz, closing the mouth of 
Anarkali. Mr. Clarke called out to me; "Eambhuj, you are too late . the 
4 birds have been shot.'’ He was on foot with a gun in his hand and I. 
■taking him for Mr. Saunders, Bar-at-Law, said; “Don't buck’', and went 
on. Mr. Mehta, Assistant-Editor of the ‘‘Punjabi” who was dri vin® with 
me got down there. On reaching Kesri Dass's shop near the Lohari Gate 
I found some three hundred people there. So I got doi^n the tonga and 
mounting on a Victoria began to address the crowd. It was three or four 
minutes after this that Messrs. Broadway and Clarke came there. It is 
entirely wrong to say that there had been any necessity for pushing tho 
crowd. The greatest complaint as I stated on severai occasions has 
been that the police had no business to follow the crowd for more 
than a mile after it had dispersed and come away to the town and 
then fire upon it. The moment Mr. Broad way saw me, he said his 
orders were to fire. I got down the Victoria and said : “No. you will 
not fire ; why should you fire when I am geUiag] people to go away'’. 
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Q. Mr. Broadway says tbat as soon as the crowd saw him they-’ 
liegan to throw mnd and bricks. Is this correct ? 

K. Noj as long as 1 was with him no body threw anything at him. 

nor did I here any crackers being thrown there* 

Q, Is it a fact that when yon got on the Electric Post and tried to 
get the mob dispersed, nobody would listen to yon ? 

A« No, I actnally made them sit down by waving my tnrban and 
thereby showing what I wanted to do. When I came to him ( Mr*. 
Broadway ) after the first firing, I told him that I had got the crowd 
^ nmder control and that the firing in the air wonld assist me in 
dispersing ; 

Q. Is it correct to say that when Mr, Pyson came, yon asked for 
time which Mr. Pyson gave to yon, bnt as no body listened' to yon, Mn 
Fyson gave orders to fire ? 

' A, People were listening to ine and had begnn to depart when 
they were fired at and were, therefore, hit in the„back, 

Q, Is it true that the affairs in the city were very nnsatisfaetory 
on the lllh of April and it was practically out of hand and that arrange- 
ment had been made by a Committee to control the city and maintain 
Mrialf and stop the Government going ? 

A, No, the city was in hartal and one should say it was in mourn- 
ing, bnt it was absolutely quiet. In no sense it was out of hand* It 
• is absolutely untrue to say that people wanted to stop the Government- 
going, 

Q. Bid you hear of the formation of the Danda Fauj ? 

A, I never heard about the Danda Fauj till I was brought back 
and my trial began. 

Q, Bo yen know what this was intended to be and 

■Its object f 

A, Prem all that 1 came to know about it during my trial and 
the after, 1 can say that it was merely some foolish boys’ play; there- 
is nothing Eerious about it, and could not be so as in the very nature 
of tilings. 

Q, Would It he right to say that the control of the city had been 
given up and that the police did not enter it on the 11th of April ? 

A. No. "Ihe police was in the city and there was no question bf 

.|olice entering the city, ■ There vrere Police Stations at most of tkB* 
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’liii portent city gates and one In Tibbi Mohalla, inside the city. To the 
^’best of my knowledge, the police were not remo?ed and .they were 
■working as usual, and no police man was stopped from doing his duty* 
■In the case of the Tibbi Police Station, Jiwan Lai, Inspector 0. I* 

"has htmeelf stated before the Hunter Committee that he went 'from : 
the Shah! Mosque to Tibbi to telephone to the Superintendent of Police 
and he again went back to the Shahi Mosque gathering. 

Q. "Mr« Broadway says this ; “ That the reason for the. police a,ot: 
■^entering the city was that it had eTentually gone into rebellion* Any 
• small party going to the city would undoubtedly have met with op» 
■'position* ■ It would have meant more loss of lives and more firing.' The 

■■leaders v/ere endeavouring to make terms ...We could have 

'tekeii. men of the city, but there would have been further loss 
of li'res and more firing.’® Do you think that this correctly represents 
’the situation of the time ? 

A. No. There was no idea o£ the city ever going into rebellion* 
..As I have said before, the city was in mourning, yet absolutely loyaL 
Any small party would walk from one end of the town to the other 
without any fear of opposition. It would have been different if they 
had gone and molested the people. The excitement of the people 
was certainly greats as was their grief and bewilderment. We, 
the leaders, were doing our best to cooperate and to rightly 
advise the authorities. They, i. e# Mr* Fyson and Mr, Broadway, 
*^ere almost always agreeable to our views, but they pl^ed 
Inability to do anything without consulting the Lieutenant-Governor^ 
and every time we were told that His Honour agreed to nothing, In. 
fact, one of the high officials retorted and said that he had gone mad- 
The leaders never approached any authority themselves of their own 
accord. Mr. Pyson sent for us on the morning of the llth. We gave 
•Mm the beat advise to return the dead W to dispose them of immedia,. 
tely, and pleaded our iDability to persuade the people to stop hartal til! 

wounded and the dead were returned. I even offered to go^lnto the' ■ 
■city and ask the people to stop hartal if protection were given me 
against being fired upon, as, I said a crowd was bound to form the mo* 
ment I went to speak to any body to open his shop; but the only thing 
•■that Mr, Fyson could do was to go on. The second time he called us 
•in the moon of the llth and we obeyed and went to the Shahi Mos'que* 
The city being under control, there was no necessity for a big force to 
•comen Nothing had happened to show that if Mr, Broadway had taken' 
«g,By men to the city there would have been any necessity for firing and 
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caHsiag loss of livea. As no official or European had baoa moleitei’* 
diri-Mg the limial week exoept one jC* I*^D. man in the Shahi Moaqma 
OE Ihe 12th» It shows that the resistance was simply passive aad pritt« • 
eiple of Eon-violence was strictly followed* 

Mr* Broadway stated that , the mob at the Badshati Mosque- 
was armed with Lathis, Can yon tell bs whether this Is true ? 

A, No* There may be m ordinary stick in the hand of a m%m 
here or there as nsnah but I can say that most of the people were 
without sticks, 

Q. Mr* Broadway says he made several attempts to disperi#” 
them (the mob at the Badshahi Mosqne) and gave them warning : v,. 
bnt they paid no attention. Is this correct to your knowledge f 

A* No police man while I was at the Mosqne ever came and 
told ns to disperse and the Mosqne was not cleared at the time I had 
left* In lactj I had advised the people to remain there till 
I returned* 

Q. Mr« Broadway says that Martial Law was absolntely necessary 
to avoid a rebellion in Lahore itself* Do you or do you not agree with 
his statement f • 

A* No. The Martial Law was not at all necessary and 1 pointed 
out to Mr* Fyson ®n the 13th when he read the Regulation to us* that- 
tiie people were absolutely loyal and there was no need or occasion for 
having Martial Law, The only reason that he gave me* then, was that 
^ there was trouble in Kasur.' 

Q. Is it right to consider harid as an mtUgmmrmmi 

A. No« it is not 

Q. Was the harid of the *10th *in any way an anti-govermnenl 
movement ? 

, A. No, it was not It was a mere' demonstration of the people’^ft 
resentment at Mr. Gandhi’s arrest, 

Q. Was the subsequent continuance of the Imrtal after ihe Kith 
an anti'-governmeut movement f 

A* No. *ihe dring of the 10th evening excited the people. Many 
of them resolved to keep the shops closed till Sir Michael had gone. 

Ir- Broadway’s statement that the haHal continued in defiance of dh 
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^-iBeaeiires taken to restore order aod normal conditions is qaite correct,. 

- Efery measure taken by the authorities was to upset order and tlte 
Bormal 'conditions and not to restore them, 

V . 'Q. Bid'^ or the Congress Oommitfeee: IssW" 

or had anything to do with the issuing of the posters that were put to 

the Lahore Case. ; ■ ■ ' 

" ^ - I most empheticallj deny any connection of either of 

these associations with these posters. These posters were hand-written.'*^- 
It is not even proved by whom these were written and by whom they 
were posted. It may be that some foolish boy might have written » . 
foolish poster^ bnt onr general impression is that these were wrilteB 
by the C. I. B. 

Q. It is the case fer the Government before the Hunter Committee 
that the Eowlatt Bill was misrepresented to the public and that th® 
leaders took no steps to remove those wrong impressions ther®b5 
created. 

A. 1 deny that in Lahore in any of our public meetings any thtog: 
was said by any speaker amounting to misrepresentation of facts about 
the Bills or the Act, In fact it was after I met Mr. FookeSi Superio* 
iendent of Police, Dera Qhazi Khan, after my deportation that I heard > 
for the first time about these misrepresentations, and after that I heard 
about these misrpresentations, from Mr. Talbot, Deputy Commissioner ■ 
Bera Ghazi Khan, I have carefully considered and enquired into this 
matter, and the only explanation that can be given is that on the ISthc 
of April, which was a day of Baisakhi in Amritsar, it was proclaimed' 
that any procession or any gathering of 4 men would b4 looked mpo® 
and treated as an unlawful assembly and dispersed by force of arm®. . 
This news spread in the city. News of firing on the same, evening at 
the Jallianwala Bagh also spread, as also the rumour that even a gather- 
ing of three persons would be dispersed, and I believe the Lahore incl» 
dent of a marriage party being arrested and flogged came to be know® 
ill the Province as something done in consequence of the Eowlatt ... 
mil I asked the authorities to state M they had received any repoii- 
of any of these misrepresentations before the 13th of April, Most ©C'- 
the abnormal doings of the Martial Law seem to have been regarded ^©- 
the result of the Bowlatt BilL I have asked the people arrested an# . 
convicted from various parts of the Province, and they all deny having,, 
heard of .these rumours before the 13th of April If they were the re- 
sult of our speeches they ought to have been reported long before. 
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^Q. Lt CoL Johnson in; hiS'evidenoe in mentioning his inteiitionisi 
with reference to the use of aeroplanes, says, * I made an arrange- 
ment with the Officer Commanding that two aeroplanes shonld tly as 
dow as possible and watch signals, and if I made signals they sboiikl 
throw bombs 100 yards oS. I do not wish roy troops to be cut off by 
trifles and bombs from honses/ Knowing as yon do the conditioiib of 
Xahore do yon think there was any reason for such apprehensioni^ *r 

A. There was no reason for such apprehensions. Tery few, if 
any, in the city are allowed to keep rifles and snch people woail 
be ready to shoot their own helpless brethren rather than to sboofe 
the soldiers of Government, Bombs have not ever been reported to 
'be manufactured by any organisation or organisations as are 
^to be in existence elsewhere. - 

Q* It is alleged that some six months or so before the 12th of 
-;|tpril a bomb had been thrown and some^ Military injured. Would 
; that justify the military authorities in believing the existence of sncli 
i large numbers of bombs as would have been required to cut off their 
ilo»ce8 ? • ’ 

A, I have no personal knowledge of this incident, but even tbeii 
4he rumour was that some body had thrown a bomb from the sky, and 

serious attempt was made to implicate any resident of Lahore with 
this crime. But one swallow does not make a Summer. I am lirmly 
<ionvinced of the reliability of the people of my town and this effort on 
the part ol the Military is like that of a drowning man catching at a 
atraw. 

Q. CoL Johnson says that people had provided pickets in the ony 
jand further on that the extremists’ pickets were sent to the city, 
Are you aware of such pickets having been arranged ever by the 
_^eople - 

A. I saw none while I was driving through the town, but as to 
the pickets being extremists I think that that was an understanding 
between the local government and some other responsible authority 
that the extremists bo crushed, and they managed to call men of the 
type of Ram Satan Das and Nawab Fatah All Khan, who never had any 
thing to do with politics of any kind, as moderates and all others as 
extremists, and His Honour’s intention was to give us a bad name and 
hang us. This theory of the extremists and moderates was deliberately 
Introduced into the Lahore Conspiracy Case. I want to affirm that 
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i,vf olitleal workers ia the Panjab have always been of the Oongtese memm 
and the Congress is a Congress of Moderates. 

Q. How far do yoa agree with this ? Col. Johnson says ^that mm 
^action by the Government of India was of greater value to India -tliatt 
‘ the Introduction of Martial Law, It undoubtedly saved Lahore from mu A 
-more serlouS' troubles' than we had at Amritsar, Its efiiect was insfeaiitsi*' 
«eous. I ask how far you agree with this ? 

A, My reply is, no measure of the Government has done greater 
■ wrong to the permanancy of the British rule in India than the introdii^ 
tion and administration of Martial Law in the Punjab* It ha8 ; doB» 
greater injory to the British rule than the injury that would be don© tm 
it by 10 repeated defeats at the enemies’ hands. We in the Punjab had. ■ 
deep and abiding faith in the British Justice and in the honesty an# ■ 
= .filneerity of their purpose; that has been entirely shaken and in my 
opinion there has yet been no greater enemy of the British |360pls ini 
I, .India than Sir Michael O’Dwyer, 

Q. Please tell us what you know about the Peoples’ Oommitte©« 
What were its objects, and what work did it do ? 

On the llth April last, all sorts of questions were put to m& 
by the people collected in the Badsbai Mosque, to some of which I 
could not reply on my own authority. Finding that it WM 
impossible to manage a large crowd, so as to bring them rotmd to 
our views, and believing that we would be more successful withii 
amaller body of men, and also with a view to put a stop to niafi» 
meetings, it was suggested and agreed that a representative committee 
be appointed from amongst those present to deal with the whole 
situation. A committee was, therefore, elected consisting of about 
^0 persons by the people present with powers to add particularly 
the Ohaudharies of different Mohallas. I was appointed the Honorary 
Secretary and the Committee was called the Peoples’ Committee# 

The Committee met twice that very day, first from ■ 2 to 4 p, m.,, ■ 

' and'Ugain from 8 to 10 p. m* at the house of Laia Duni Ohand* 
leading Cbaudharles of the town were invited to take part in ihft 
deliberations. Before we met in the Committee, Lala Duni CMani^ 
Dr. Gokai Ohand, others, and myself and a number' rf 
, several leading shopkeepers and other Raises met at the bouse of 
Mian Mohammed Shafi. There it was unanimously resolved after a ^ 
- , prolonged <iiscussioii that the following four conditions be laid befom 
I. p. p. 7 
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the Secretary to Government, Punjabi wifcb a view to pacify llie people 
•and bring abont an end of th© hartal. 

We felt that under the circnmetancea then existing our co-operalioa 
:womld be effeclivei only if these concesetons were agreed to by 
•government so as to placate th© feelings of the people who were very 
jnnch aggrieved and exasperated by the lanjisstilied murder of their 
fellow citizens and the snbseqnent unsympathetic and nnreasonaMe 
attitude of the authorities. 

The point to note about these conditions and these meetings, is 
that even the well know Government men, like Mr. Shafi, Eat Amar 
Math, Kai Bhadnr Ramsarn Dass, Nawab Fatah Khan, Raja Narendra 
Math, Sir Zalfikar Ali Khan, Miy subscribed to the decision of the 
Meeting and were themselves instrumental in drafting and conveying 
Ihis message to the Government* But the Government would not listen 
fethem even, and went cn. in its mad course of trusting to mere 

After Mr, Shafi and others went to the Government with the 
message, our Committee met at th© house of Mr« Buoi Chaod, and 
while we were discussing th© situation Mr. Shafi and others 
returned there crest-fallen, and communicated to th© people 
ass0mj)l6d there, that the Government would not listen to any thing* 
.Mr* Shafi stated that he had used all his powers of persuasion but the 
Chief Secretary to Government, Mr* Thompson, was 'obduratef and when 
Mill further pressed by Mr. Shafi said that he could not help in the 
matter, as it appeared that Sir Michael O’^Owyer the then Lteutenanl' 
Covernor would not listen to anything and seemed to have gone miid4 

The position then was whether we could do anything in the matter 
and we came to the conclusion, that it' was our duty stil to try to 
persuade the people to agree to end the hartal so as to save them from 
further shooting and oppression* The Oommitfcee worked with this ob|6et 
r'fof practically the rest of the. day and the next day to keep the people 
■ twice a day about the work done by 

ike Committee. The Meetings wet© open to the public and there wap 
no -secrecy about it* -v . 

Under th© Instructions of th© Committee I sent telegrams to the ■ 
Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor and the Secretary of State, giving 
details of what was happening in Lahore and asking for their lntotven«» ■ 
tion. Th© telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Viceroy wem » 
^ -ilelivered at Lahore Telegraph Office and receipts obtained* 
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On the morning of the 14 th,, before I was deported, I left a duly 
signed telegram to the Secretary of State and a copy to the Viceroy with 
Lata Gowardban D ass and instructed him to first enquire of the 
Superintendent^ T elegraph Office if telegrams were being censored, and 
if so not to' deliver t hem at Lahore, bnt to go ontside the Province and 
despatch them from there. If subsequently learnt that the said telegrami''' 
ware delivered by' 'Lala Gowardhan Bass at Karachi Telegimph.. .Office®. 

Hone of these laleg rams or the Cable to the Secretary. of .State have been', 
acknowledged. 

•On the 13th 'eve niog, after the abortive meeting at the Town Hal! 

WO' again met at La! a Dnni Chand’s house, and after several honw,: 
disenssion we sncce eded in persuading the Chandharies- to induce people 
to open their shop®. The decision was annonnced to the public. They 
did not receive It favonrably and some of them said that as their most 
reafionafole demands had been rejected with contempt they were not 
going to open their shops til! the 26th of April, the date on which Sir 
Michael O-'dwyer was due to go away. 

Q. Did Mr. Broadway on the llth April give you a promise that 
there would be no firing if the people did not go to the Mali ? 

A. Yes. On my return from the ShaM Mosque meeting on the 11th 
to the Telegraph Office I told Mr. Broadway, as Mr. Fyson was not there* 
that I had persuaded the people and they had agreed not to come to the 
Mall orAnarkali, and that the Government had promised that there 
would be no firing, no Military or police Pickets in the town. I furth» 
rsquested him to say that this was adhered to. On this he definitely 
promised in the presence of Khan Bahadur Mian SuraJ Din and Dewan 
Eshan Kishor, Honorary Magistrate on special duty, that the promise 
would be kept - ■ 

Q. , Have these two gentlemen deposed to this fact in the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case ? 

A. Yes. They were at first summoned by the Government, but wet© 
smbseqeuntly given up a® the prosecution evidently found that they 
would not support it. On this I summoned them as my defence witness®- ' 

68. Both ■ of them supported my statement.. 
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TUikdemnt a/Lala Gowirdlian DaSB, Oh ief Agm, Sun Life 
Assurance Oompang of Canada, Chamberlain Boadg Lahore. 

I am chief agoat of the San Life Assurance Company of Canada, 
torthe Punjab, United Provinces of Agra and Ondh, Sindh and 
Baluchistan and North-West Provinces. I am a membsr of the 
Provincial Congress Committee and Indian Association. I have also 
been lately a m mber of the Ail India Congress Committee. 

As ^far as my work in the Punjab proper is ooneerned, the 
jiart whioh I have played in the tragic drama before the declaratiorir 
■of the Martial Law, was that! delivered a speech against the Eowtotfr 
Act on the 9th of March, 1919, in the Bradlangh Hall andr dodtitSr 
epeech on the Satyagraha Day, the 6th of April, 1919. ®ffe distorted 
and garbled versions of these speeches form part of the Exhibits in the 
Lahore Case; they are also reproduced in the printed copy of my 
■case (Appendices pages 13 and 15). Being absent from Lahore from 
the 7th of April to the 12tb of April (both days inclnsive), I did not 
take any part in the fateful events, whioh occurred between these dates, 
but on returning to Lahore on the 13th of April, I joined the meeting 
of the socalled “Revolntionary Committee ” ( Public Committee ). What ' 
transpired at the meeting has been described by me in paras 15, IB 
and 18 of my article for the press. 

Finding that the Province was left in an isolated position, the 
Press was gagged, public opinion was stifled, and all avenues of 
expression of grievances were closed, I thonght it my duty to leave 
Lahore and enlist sympathy and co-operation of other provinces for 
the afflicted and suffering Punjab. What I did during these :l7 days 
is hnown to all. The articles which I contributed and telegrams which 1 
sent have already appeared in the entire Indian Press. Three of these 
writings form appendices in the printed case, ( See Appendices pages 
T to 5 and page 20). There is no need of giving a detailed account of 
my movement, bat there is one fact which will throw a flood of light on 
•the ingenuity of the Punjab Qovernment in manufactoring sensational 
news. The Punjab Government under the heading of “Attacks on the 
Eailway” issued a communique on the 2nd of May giving details of on- 
■<anrrence8 at various Railway Stations. One of the events mentioned is an 
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iojiiiy to a passenger in tbe train near Kot Eadhakrishan Station* Po- 
litical importance has been given to this ordinary incident As soon as I 
read the cornmnniqne ,I sent a contradictory not® to th® ^ffindn’^ giving 
the foil details of th® occnrrences, which, if I remember aright, have- ■ 
teen published in the issue of the 4th or 5th of May, 

The Punjab Government in pursuit of suppressing all politicaJ 
agitation in the Punjab wa§ making indiscriminate arrests without 
making proper enquiries. Each and every man taking part in political 
movement of having a tinge of public spirit attracted their attention 
and was harassed and made to suffer indignation. 

At first the Punjab Government intended to take proceedings 
against me in connection with what io known as the Lahore Conspiracy 
Case. ( Vide Judgment, para Ist page 13. ) 

For reasons best known to the Government they gave up this- 
later on. 

The Punjab Gevernmeot next decided to try me under Section 
124A. and 163A, of the Indian Penal Code, and Buie 25, (Consolidated 
Enles,) of the Defence of India Act for an article published under the title 

of ** O'Dwyerism Unmasked '"in the issue of the “Independent” ^ated 
the Iht of May, 1919. 

On tte 11th of June, 1919, 1 was produced before the Martisd Law 
Tribunal when a petition objecting to the jurisdiction of the Court, wa® 
filed and thereuponjthe case was withdrawn, 

1 was again sent to prison, 1 do not know nnder what Law. On the 
23rd of June, 1919, a warrant of Internment under the Defence of India 
Eules was served upon me. 

On the 5th of July, 1919, 1 was placed before the Special Tribunal 
coBstitukd under the Defence of India Rules and tried for an article 
written in the “Bombay Chronicle’^ dated the 25th of April, 1919, under 
ile heading “ Disturbances in the Punjab; Light on the Situation and 
■: I was- sentenced.^ The details are given in the case. 

For reasons state 4 in my petition ( page 7 and 8 ), I did not give- 
, defence^ ■ 

The evidence led by the Government and the admissions made by 
th© offieia! witnesses have clearly established ^the truth of many facte- 
^iven fey m© in those articles and as to the causes of disturbances men-- 
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tioned ia the 
articles were 
admit them. 

I was arrested on the 12bh of May, 1919, reached L 
May, was kept in the Anarkali Polica till 20th May. On thej 
my statement was recorded I was sent to the jail. Again I 
on 26th May from jail to the Anarkali Police, and kept the 
5th Jane, 1919. 1 do not know for whit purpose. The bri 
by me will give an idea of the frame of the mind i 
bufoaocracy was working in the Panjab, 

After my arrival at Lahore, I was presented before ! 


articles. Even the Secretary of State, six weeks 
published, while making his bndget speech 


Lahore — No, 555 cmtdM 556, 


im 

Ib the iBeantime, Mr. Oox. D. L 6. Crimioal IiiTestigatioa Depart- 
meotj came out of his room. He confronted me and said : ‘‘You are She 
‘Same man who was convicted in 1907 

^ g' ^---YeSj Sir. Bot r was not - convicted for theft or any heiaeur ' 
• offence. It w&s only a political offence and I am not ashamed of it 

Mr. Co^ .—Yon .know that I was Snperintendent of Police at 
.4hat time.. ; 

■ G, I do not know it. I knew Mr. Rundel against whom I wrote 
in the Pnnjaba© and the ‘‘ Tribune/’ 

Mr. CoA*;— This time you are not going to get only 6 months, but ten 

years. 

G I -do not mind it This body is yours, bat} the Soul li 

■mine. 

After Mr. Cos left the room Mr. Bowriog turned toward® m© and 
drew my attention to several paras in my article and asked mj 
explanation. This diseossion continued for about 15 minutee and I was 
sent to the Anarkali Lock-up. 
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: Statement of Rsja NarendraNath^ if. J., BeAvan BMdur, 

Metired Beput}/ Gommhsloner^ Punjab, Nmjo a& Lahore. 

On the lOlb of April last there was a farewell party given ■■ to Sir ■ 
Miohael O’ Dwyer by the martial races of the Punjab. 1 attended Ihal 
.party. I heard' there what had happened at Amritsar on that day. Be* 
fore going to the party I had heard that a crowd had gathered that 
evening oo the Mall at Lahore^ and had been dispersed by the police* . !■ 
learnt subsequently that the police had r^s^rt9d to firing in dispersing 
the mob. At the farewell paitj, Mr. J. P. ^ Thompson, Chief Secretary^' 
announced to me that Lieutenant-Governor wanted me at Govercnneiil 
Hons© at 10*30 a.!n. the following day. I weal to the Governmeot House 
at the time meetioned above and found a number of persoas there^ 
Amongst them were sonde members of the Provincial aad the Imperial 
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I^gislftiiw OotiHoilsi Sev 6 »al offic<^tsof the Government were also preieistA. . 
After' sons® diseussion abont Tiwirt0l and rowdyism by the mobj and the* 

steps to be taken to end the hartal.ii was snggested to the Lientenant- 
Qoveroor by the Hononrahle Mr. Shafi that the popular political leaders 
should be called through the Deputy Commissioner and asked to co- 
operate. 1 supported Mr. Shafi's suggestion, adding that His Honour 
might himself call them, and thus secure their cooperation. His 
Honour asked me what they shonld be asked to do. I said that 
an appeal shonld be made to the patriotism of these men to restore 
normal conditions. This suggestion of Mr. Shafi and myself wae 
opposed by Ohandhari Shahab-ud-din, Municipal Commissioner. His 
Honour favoured Ohandhari Shahab-nd-din’s view, and did’ 
adopt our suggestion. His Honour did not like to invite the 
tioD of the leaders. He said that they shonld be dealt with' 
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Oq 12fch April, there was a meeting at the honse of the Hoo^b!© 
Mr. Shafi, between 12 and 2 p. m. Myself, Mr. Shafi, Nawab Fatah Ali 
Shan, Sir Zulfikar AH Khan, Rai Bahadur Araar Nath, Rai Bahadur 
Bam Saran Dass were present at the meeting ; among others Mr. Dnai 
Cfiiand, Doctor Gokal Ohand Narang, Mr. Rimbhuj Datt were also- 
present. The last three gentlemen proposed, after a good deal of dis- 
cussion, that if the Government would return the bodies of those who 

bad died, and make over the wounded persons to their relatives, and if 
the Military would he removed and persons who had been arrested Would 
be let out on adequate bail, there was great hops that their etforts 
to end the hartal would be successful, A party consisting, among 
others, ofmyself, Mr. Shafi, Sir Zalfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Fateh Ali 
Khan, Rai Bahadur Ram Saran Dass, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath, took 
those proposals to the Chiet Secretary, supported them and pressed 
their acceptance. There was a good deal of discussion with th§ Chief 
Sewetary who promised to lay them before His Honour. The 
proposals had been reduced to writing at the meeting at Mr. Shafi’s 
bouse and the paper was handed over to Mr. Thompson. His 
Honour refused to accede to these requests and his refusal was 
«ommnnioated to me that very evening at a farewell dinner given to 
Bs Michael O’Dwyer by Sir Zulfikar Ali Khan. The letter refnsing, 
I ^ accede to the proposals was addressed to Mr. Shafi and he showed* 
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On the 13th of April there was a pnblic meeting at the Town Hall, 
at which theoitf Chandhariee (i.e, recognised heads of dijfferaot streets ) 
were called® Myself, Sir Zulfikar Ali Khan, Mr. Shafi,- Rii Bahadur 
Bam Saran Dass, Mr. Oaoi • Ohand, Mr. • Harkishan Lai, Dr, Gokal_ 
Ghand Namng, Pandit Rambhuj Dutt were also present, Mr. Fyson 
the Deputy Oommissioner, Lahore^ also came io the meeting. All the 
people assembled came to know that none of the proposals put forward 
^on the prwioiis day at Mr. Sbafi's househad been accepted. - 

Some of the speakers present there again urged withdraw! of the 
Military. Mr. Fyson left the Town Hall to place this request before 
His Honour, Some of us waited at the Town Hall, but we were called 
at the 'Telegraph Office, where we met Mr, Fyson^ and he told us that, 
the Military could not be withdrawn and that the Government were 
considering the question of introducing Martial Law. We then left the 
Telegraph Office. 

On the morning of the 14th of April I received a message from the 
Secretary to the Municipal Committee that the Deputy Commissioner 
wished me to meet him at the Telegraph Office at about 10 a, m. I went to 
the Telegraph Office and found there Mr. Shafi, Nawab Fateh Ali Khan 
Lala Dharam Das Sori, Rai Bahadur Mohanlal, Doctor Qjkal Ohand 
Narang* Pandit Rambhuj Dutt, LalaHarkis ban Lai, Mr. Dani Ghand and 
Dr, Qokal Ghand Naraog were taken by Mr. Fyson to an adjoining 
room, to which we were subsequently called. When we went in, Lala 
Harkishan Lai, Mr, Dani Ghand, Pandit Rambhuj Dutt were not in the 
Jp room* Shortly after we learnt tbatLala Harkishan Lai, Pandit Rambhuj 
Dutt and Lala Dani Ghand had been deported. 

The martial Law was introduced in Lahore on the night between 
the 15th and 16th of April. In my opinion if the wounded persons had 
V ,: beenA.-^ ,to their relations and the bodies of those who had' died"' 
had been handed over to their relations, and if those who had been 
arrested had been let out on adequate bail, public feeling would have 
been considerably allayed and it deportations had not taken place, the 
popular leaders would have succeeded in bringing the hartal to an 
end. Possibly it might have taken them a day or two longer than it 
■ .iid/undor, the' Martial':^ . , 
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The statemnt 0/ Mr. K. Safitaaam Barridar-ai Law, Pane Smd, 

Lahore^ 


1 am a Banister of 10 years® standing and lia¥e been practising ia 
Lahore since 1911* Daring March and April* 1919* I was all along ■ 
in Lahore and was an eye witness of many of the incidents that took 
place before and during the Martial Law Administmtioa I will here 
depose only to some of the facts that are within my perional 
knowledge^ 

On the 1st of Apri^ J919, the status of the Chief Court of the 
Punjab was raised to that of a High Court under Royal Charter and 
the Judges of the newly constituted High Court gate a party on the 
High Court grounds which was attended by Sir Michael O’Dwyer^ 
the LieuteuaDt^Governor, and by all the important Officers of the 
Government as well as by the members of the Bar, and the leading men 
of the Province, Sir Michael in the course of conversation with several 
-. members of the others, wM disoossing th© Eowlatfc Act and 

the hartal and the meeting that were to take place on 6th Apri!^ 
remarked s If at the meeting, or after the meeting, or as a remote 
result of the meeting any disturbance were to take place in Lahoreg, I 
will hold all the signatories to the notice convening the meeting 
liable and will deal with them summarily/^ Some reference to Bn 
Kitchlew and Br. Satyapal and to the completely successful hartal and 
meeting that had taken place at Amritsar on the 30th of March, coming 
up, he further remarked s will deal with the Amritsar scoundrels 
first/^ 

On the 6th of April, 1919, there was a complete hartal throughout 
Lahore and meeting at Bradlaugh Hall in the evening was one of the 
most enthusiastic and hugely attended meetings that I had ever witnessed 
..-.in Lahore. Mo untoward incident occurred during the day in spite 
of the elaborate and irritating military and police ^ display by the 
Government]. From the reports in the papers the next day we learnt 
that hartal was observed universally throughout the Punjab and iu 
no place had there been any sort of disturbance in spite of the faot 
that huge crowds had paraded the streets duriog the day and held 
enthusiastic meetings in most of the towns and villages protesting 
igainst the Bowlatt Act® 
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On the welling of the lOth ' of April at about 15 miuutes 
before sunset I was coming out of mj house which is only about 
50 jardsjfrom the Mali when I beard that. Mr, Gandhi had been arrested 
while on his way to the Punjab, Immediately afterwards I heard some 
'Bhonts in the and so I proceeded' to the corner of the ' Fane 

Eoad' and the Mall to see what it was all about While standing there 
I, saw a crowd 'of ■ jonng boys and even small urchins , coming up the 
'Mall from the direction of the Post Office bareheaded and barefoot ' I 
did not see anyone in the crowd whom I could have put down as more 
than 22 years of age while there were several boys of from 10 to 14 
years. This crowed would have numbered at the most about 400 
as It was not enough to cover completely the main road which 
Is about 60 or 70 feet broad. They were carrying a Mack fiag and 
shoutingj ^‘Mahatma Ghandhi Ki Jai/* ^‘Rowlatt Act Ha! Hai, It could 
not by any stretch of imagination be characterised as a dangerous 
crowd and to me it looked as if they were out for a demonstration. 
While the crowd was abreast of me I noticed several carriages with 
European ladies and gentlemen passing along the Mall and the 
crowd made way for all of them without in any way molesting them or 
obstructing them or trying to do so. I also noticed some European 
ladies and gentlemen on the side walks though at some distance from 
whew I was standings 

The crowd had proceeded about 50 yards or so beyond the Law« 
rence Statue which is at the corner where I was standing when I saw 
some armed policemen coming up in the double through the grounds 
of the High Court and running towards the crowd. They kept run^ 
ning along the riding track and the side walk by the side of the crowd 
for a short distance evidently with the object of getting in froat of its 
but 'bylhis time the crowd had reached very near the English Warehouse 
about''20 or '30 yards from the O’Dwyer Soldiers’ Club where the crowd 
was brought to a standstill and was fired upon. This", place is , 100 . 
yardS' or so from the corner where I was standing. I could not actually 
see the firing or what happened there ; but .this much is certain that , 
the police did not get in front of the crowd til! very near the Soldiers 
Club and so could not have been pushed back lor a 100 yards as alleged 
by thQ'' Goernment ; this 'inuch is' also certain that .the firing,' took,, 
place within a minute or two of the time; that ^the crowd reached the 
SeMiers’ Club, 
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After the firing the crowd came back slowly with the police follow. 
Ing them. I ’yas still standing at the same place when I saw the 
police putting 2 or 3 wounded men in a bambeo cart. At that time 
Dr. Prem Nath and Dr. Arora, the Health Officer, came up and offered 
to render first aid, but the Deputy Superintendent of Police who was 
there declined’their help saying his orders were to take them straight 
to the Police Thana at Charing Cross. The wounded men were in a 
pitiable condition but still they were taken away towards the Police 
Station, though the Hospital was nearer, 

rbave seen it urged on behalf of the Government that the demon- 
stration in Lahore started on the receipt of the news of the arrest ®f 
Mr. Gandhi and of the news of the doings at Amritsar. But I did not 
know of any of the Amritsar happenings till the next day ; nor has 
any of the sccres of my friends with whom I have talked the matter 
over, ever said that they had come to know of them before late on the 
night of the lOth. The crowd which was shot at on the Mall did not 
about anything about Dr. Kitehlew or Dr. Satyapal or anybody else of 
Amritsar. 

When Martial Law was proclaimed in Lahore on the 15th, it came 
as a surprise to most of the people as no damage whatever had been done 
by the people to Government property ro to the person or property of 
Europeaus, Though it was felt that Martial Law was unnecessary and 
unjustified, people did not at first realise what it meant exactly. They 
were under the impression that it was brought in by Sir Michael O’ Dwyer 
merely to put end to the harlot which in its later stages was meant 
by the people to be understood by him as an expression of condemna- 
tion of his administration. The Martial Law Order about the opening 
of the shops cerainly ^did lend colour to this idea' of Marial Law, 
but soon the people realised their mistake. What with the whippings 
in public squares and the indiscriminate arrests that were going on 
from day to doy without warrants and withouf.any reasons being 
even orally given, the whole town was soon in a state of panic ! When 
persons like Mr. Monohar Lai, an avowed Moderate and a politician 
if at all, of very cautious type, Mr. K. N. Boy, the Editor of the 
“Tribune”, a paper of extremely sane views and language, and Seth 
Persbad, a rich property owner and a Municipal Commissioner who 
bad kept aloof from politics altogether, and many such others were 
arrested one after the other without any apparent reason, except that 
they had some how or other offended the LieutenantGovernor, flte ■ 
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belief gaiaed ground that the reign of law aadjustiee was over and 
that the forces of oppression and official lawlessness were having 
their dajo 

^ Law was brought home 
even more forcibly by the following incident. Three or four days after- 
the declaration of Martial taw, I was walking along the road leading 
to the Nila Giimbaz when I ' saw , two or three students standing 
opposite the shop of Mooi Ohand, the well known General Merchant of, , 
Lahore, leaning on their bicycles from which evidently they had just 
dismounted on meeting each other. At that moment a mounted Anglo* 
Indian' police officer rode np to them and shouted to them, to disperse, 
The students who had not seen him come up were rather surprised and 
startled at this sudden interruptions and just looked up for a second 
or two to realise what it all meant. I. do not know what the police 
officer thought or whether it was out of pure devilry, he, at once, 
without furthr deloay, lashed at them with a cane he had in his hand 
and gave them two or three blows forcing them to run away in different 
directions leading their bikes along. After that I avoided going out as 
much as possible, and when I did go out and saw any European coming 
along the same pavement I either crossed the road or stepped aside in 
passing him. The consciousness of the humiliation - to which every 
Indian, irrespective of status, was subjected to in those days was however 
nothing in comparision to the pain one felt at the sorry plight of those 
poor prisoners who had been arrested in hundreds and were being 
arraigned before the Martial Law Tribunals* It is no exaggeration to 
say that no legal help of any kind was forthcoming. The Government 
had, no doubt, out of a feeling of great humanity (one likes to 
think so at least) appointed a counsel for each Tribunal to take up the 
case of those who could not afford to engage a lawyer to defend them. 
But this was a colossal sham, as such a counsel had often to defend as 
many as 10 to 15 men at a time and that too without any adequate 
■time to consult them' or prepare their case. Some of these gentlemen 
: have confessed to me that] in several eases they had not had as mneh as 
5 minutes with' each accused for consultation before being asked |o- 
defend them against such serious charges as the waging of war, con- 
spiracy, arson, murder, etc,, The procedure usually was to bring up 
before a Tribunal a batch of the accused often numbering thirty -and 
forty who had never been told for what offence they had been arrested, 
to read out the charge to th0m:and ask, ;them then aid there to name 



was HQI rem out m mem, nor wore they 

allowed to take copies of the precis. Each accused was asked if^Q 

had a counsel of his own ; if not, he was told that the counsel appointed 
by the Grown would defend them. After this they were taken hack to 
the Jail and whre not allowed to see even the Crown counsel til! 9 o’clock 
on the morning of the day fixed for their trial, which nsmlU 
was 3 or 4 days after the day on which the charge was read out to thnin. 
Bomehmes I am told that the Crown counsel was allowed to see the 
prisoners in Jail from 7 a.m. in the morning till 8-30 a. m. when the 
prisoners were usually taken to Court. But it can be imagined what 
his concession amounted to, if it is remembered that these counsel bad 
to attend the Oonrt every day at 10 a. m. and had to defend fresh 

with those whose cases were coming on that very day. Let it also bo 
remembered that the trial of 20 and 30 persons on very serionl ctrgL 

was usually over in a day, and it can be imagined what short of trial 

these poor men eonld have had. 

If this was the fate of the men who were too poor to engage 

.option .od... 

taller, a., ihcgh willing to p,y, a,, .„„,g a„y „f 

y .toding to take np tMr eases. Tb. Bret diffienlly Ihej eneonntered 
was Ibat no „M k„,„ „ 

p e ore a nbnnal and arraigned. In Ibis uncertainly the better 

rT » to 

whether the date would be suitable to them or not. 

The second difficulty was that most of the lawyers having taken 
some part or other m politics, which was anathema to the then Govern 

mml,were^aid that their torn migbl eeme nen. „ b. arresled and 

tbdnolwan to baelen the g., by taking „p a. oar.r„, ‘b. 

alleged • revolutionaries. The third . . 
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OoHEcili whom a relafeivo of Seth, "Ram Persliad had engaged to detend 
Mm when he would be brongM lip for trial, A few days after this, 
Mr. Shaffi returned the brief and I have it on very reliable authority 
that the reason he gave was that a high offioer of the GovernmeEt had 
as much a's given a hint to him that such a course on his part was not 
looked upon with approval by the ■GovernmeEt, ■ 

It can better be imagined than discribed- what ■ effect this • incident, 
had on the already demoralised bar. ■ ■ . ' 

My own personal experience is that whether the Government 
disapproved or not it was evident that the Police. which was all in all 
at that time certainly did not relish the idea. Up till May, 1919, I 
had the good fortun© not to attrack the attention of the C, I» B, to 
myself. But on May 14th I was engaged on behalf of the accused in 
the case of Laia Harkishan Lai and others known as the Lahore 
Leaders^ Case and went up to Simla with a petition for transfer of the 
case and for permission to get counsel from outside, which was, of course, 
never granted* But this action of mine seem to have been enough for' 
theO»LD. for when I came back from Simla I was told that the 
0» L B. had been regularly patrolling my house in my absence and 
incidentally frightening my family into fits. Ever since then I have 
been regularly shadowed and my movements watched and it is 
only recently that their unwelcome attentions have been somewhat 
..relaxed. 


From what I have said above it will be clear that the accused were 
practically undefended, and the Government succeeded in its 
object of securing speedy convictions without any opposition. The 
Order prohibiting coiinB©! from outside entering, the Martial Law area was 
meant only to prevent the truth of the. atrocities being . committed here 
from becoming known to the outside world and to ' obviate the possi- 
bility of any agitation ■ being set up against ■ the monstrous injustice 
perpetrated her© under colour of Judicial procedure*' 


Not content with setting up the difficulties in the way of an effioenlr- 
defence being put up, the Tribunals went further and did things wMeh' 
no court, either civil or military, with any pretentions to deal justice 
of even rudimentary character, would dare do« The Ordinance of the 
Yiceroy empowered the convening authority to convene a court with 
Ihe powers of a Sumiaarf General Court, Martial wherever it might. 


mnti* 


fir 

be Eeoeisary in the interests of public safety,” But ali the trials 
conducted by all the four Martial Law Tribunals were invariably 
under the powers of a Summary General Oaart Martial^ or as it 
is otherwise called a drumhead Court Martial I might explain that 
these Court Martials are intended for the armies on the actual field of 
battle where the niceties of legal procedure cannot be observed in the 
interests of military expediency, The counsel engaged in the cases 
■ ' were treated with scant courtesy and were made to feel that they were 
there by mere aulSerance. The most reasonable requests were most 
insolently refused and some times they were even actually insulted. 

No record of proceedings were allowed to be taken on behelf of 
the accused except short notes by the counsel himself. There was 
actually an order to this efeet by the convening authority which! ‘ 
herewith attach, ( Vide p, 774 ) 

The record taken down by the Court was an extremely unfair one 
as the evidence in chief for the prosecution was taken down verbatim^ 
but the answers in cross*examination were not taken down for the most 
part, especially those which were in some way favourable to the accused 
in spite of repeated requests by the counsel for the accused. The 
reply usually given by the Commissioner was that sitting as a 
Bummary General Court Martial they were not obliged to keep any 
record at all except such notes as they considered necessary for their 
own use. As a consequence of this it will be observed in the existing 
records that there are often pages of depositions of prosecution witneBses 
followed by a few lines of the statement in cross examination and these 
few lines too containing the most futile and unimportant answer®. As 
an instance I might point to the evidence of one Maratab All Shah^ 
a Bub Inspector of Police, in the Lahore Leaders’ Case, witness No, 29 
for Prosecution. He was subjected to a very sever© cross-eximination' 

, formearly half an hour and if it ■■ were all taken down, it would have 
been clear that if any witness broke down completely, it was he« But 
on the actual record there are only two lines and ■ this man’s evidence 
has been relied on by the Commissioners in their Judgment 

No fair or reasonable opportunities were given for cross'- examina'* 
tions« Counsel were often told to limit their examination to a certain 
number of questions or were given a time limit irrespective of whether 
Iheir questions were relevant, or not. A good deal , of protection:', w 
given to the prosecution witnesses and the Oommissioners very 'OflhS' 
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toM tkem not to answer inconvenient questions thougli parfecti j 
relevant to tlie case* They also encouraged them to be insolent to- 
the counsel Very often when the witness was cornered and was 


wmetnber^ say so^” and this hint was invariably taken up by the witness 
who afterwards was ready with his answer. “I don’t remember/* The 


liiilcrom Any questions put with the object of making them con- 
tradict themselves were considered lese majesty. Very often s 
wili’neas who had deposed to a certain incident, If cross»examined about 
some other details of the same incident would shelter himself behind 
the reply don’t remember/ After this the counsel was not allowed to 


xeplf^ If he did the Commissioners came out with Don’t you hear, 
that he says he does not remember/’ In deposing to the above- facts^, 
I speak from my experience of the Tribunal presided over by the. 
..Hoa’ble Mr* Jmstios Leslie Jones, which tried the Lahore Leaders^ Case..,, 


Towards the close of the case, very little argument was allowed, 


aided over by the .Hon*ble:^M Justice:: Broadway In the Sujranwala- 
.Leadera® -Gasa,' I put In an applieatlo.a; raising nearly all the- points 0 :£: 
'imrisdict'loii now ■ raised ; before the - .Paivy : Council. ■ The ^ learne# 
Cbmmissioner at irst refused to hear me and said- he would send o» 


lag against such a course and quoting the section of the Army Act. 
ior the simple proposition that the convening authority was funetm 
'i^mwhen the Court was once convened and it was for the Court tt> 
decide these queBtions, he most grudgingly allowed me to argue bofe 
.|oM me that he would allow me only half an hour for arguing about 
1 m 8 points of Jurisdiction that I had raised. My protesl-a ware 
lignorecl and I began my ^argumenh In the middle of my argumeni 
th© Sovernmant Advocate got up to object to some remarks of mine. 


The Commisslonsr 

at 0 ) 

ac© cam© out with this remaiks t Mi\ Herbart^ 

whf 4o f ou think i 

t wc 

wth while to object ? It v/iii only make him- 

ilafca a longer time. 
At tlae end of a lilt 

L@ 

;le 0 

t him have his say and let m be done with 
ver half m hour I was asked to finish my mgn» 

moats as I had only 5 minutes more allowed to me. I had perforco 
Gomplj with it and the Court without calling on the other side for 
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tte obj».,„n.I look 

i«6 d«Jt with mint cnreorU? and the rest ignoted. 

The trials which were carried on under such circumstances were a 
•mere farce and no real justice was sought to be or was adminis- 
tered. My experience of the two Tribunals I appeared before was an 
extremely painful and humiliating one, all the more so beclT 
I had the honour of appearing before both the presiding officers in he 
a tootpher. ot th. High Goar, whera I had k„o„ them 
Mactat tat with a jadicial daooram. M, j,.rt “ 

Law ha. a tavalalloi, l» ^ hi a. much a. I f„„ad that Jnj.» 
whu.iuth. High Court almo.phoro would reapeet judicial Lm ” Sd 
giro a.otapulon.1, fir hoarlugeo aocuaodaud thir oouu 
oaido la th. Martial Law alutoaphcr, all oauouaof propriety aud “ 

det.d lh.r««lr,.pr.cii.1l,nufit aa Judge, „en tLugb Llin. wil 
^matters of life and death. ® aeaimg wi»,~ 


NOTICE. 

of proceeding before the Martial Law Commissions 
18 Strictly forbidden on any pretext whatsoever. 

No report can be made or issued other than the official record of (he 
45as6 uaainfained by the Commifision, 

Accused desiringa copy of these proceedings for the conduct of their 
^efenee will be furnished therewith on application, but such copies musi 
be returned to the Convening Authority on the conclusion of the case 
•and under no circumstances are they to be used for any purpose other 
>than the conduct of defence in Court. 

The Police are hereby instructed to prevent the preparation of aiP 
records;in Commissions by any persons other than officials of the Court. 

Manuscript notes by counsel or accused for the purpose of defena« 
are not prohibited, but shorthand reports are entirely forbidden 

Lahore “ 

The 21st May, 1919. T.P.Eilis. 

.... Ijegal Remembrancer and 

Attested : * « . 

Convening Offices^ 

(Sd.) E. Samuel, 

Superintendent, 

Legal Remembrancer’s Office, Punjab. 
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The statment of ..Lsla Nanak CliaKd, 
Bar^aPLaw Lahore^ 


I am a practislBg barrister of 25' years standing. I am one of tto 
Tiee-Preeidents of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee," I was ■ 
m Lahorej from the month of February to June last, generally, " There ■ . 
was much agitation against ^ the Rowlatfe Bills all over India. The Pua- 
■jab was not behind in this agitation. In Lahore itself^ protest meetiogB 
were held on the 4th of February and the 9th of March which I failed t» 

- attend. When the Bowiatt Act was passed, a protest meeting wa®. ■ 
arranged for the SOth of March and my name was mentioned in the 
notice as one of the Conveners of the meeting. On the 28th and the 
21hh of March, the conveners of the meeting and others were called by 
the District Magistrate, Mr. Fyson, in the court house for an interview. 
The meeting of the 30feh of March fell through, on account of Mahatma 
Gandhiji fixing the 6th of April as the day of humiliation for the Indian 
nation to be observed by fasting and suspension of business on ac-* 
count of the passing of the Bowlatt Act* Again on the54th of April last 
about 20 gentlemen, among whom I was one, were ^senfc for by the 
District Magistrate, Mr* Fyson* Mr, Broadway the Senior, Superliif-’' 
lendent of Poiica, went to him at 4 p. m. So far as I can recollect als 
this distance oltime, what occurred then was this ;~ 

Mr. Broadway opened the meeting by reading from the ‘^Tribune*^ 
ihe Editor’s a Ivice to the people as well as the authorities and praised the 
rsplrit and the language in which the advice conveyed*, :For' his owtt' ' 
.part he expressed' his, willingness . to act as advised and expected the ■ 
people to do the same. The gentlemen present, after hearing Mr* Broad* 

' 'Way' -Mr« Fyson, associated themselves in the sentiments 'expressed 
by the said officers and agreed to loyally cooperate with the auteoritlei ■ 
•«o that the 6th of April might pass off smoothly* Pandit Bam Bhaf : 
Dutt suggested the formation of special constabulary for the oecasiott 
and offered to Join it* This suggestion was not accepted by the oflicer» 
above named* Dr. Gokal Chand Narang, Mr, Dun! Chand mAJ. ate# 
■flpoke and ventured to suggest to the Deputy Gommlsgioaer Mr* Fyaon^ 
that two matters should be kept distinctly separate from each other,, 
33amelj, the meeting of the 6th of April wMoh was to take place afc 


:7n 
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s P.m. in tae afternoon, and the WZ which was 'io begin from tW 
morning of the 6th of April, of itself. ' 

shopkeepers chose to open 
orclosetheir shops voluntarily on the 6th of April they couiJ do »« 

lawfnlly and, therefore, it wapJof|paramoniit importance shat no persua- 
sion or compulsion should be exercised either way, Therennmi if 

through theMnnicipal Commissioners, Honorary Magistratog ft ‘ T 
and others to get the shops opened on’the 6th. and ortTe ; 

the shop which ha wanted to open, should be brought to hlok ' ' 
As to the meeting in the afternoon of the 6th of April it beint- a 

ZTTT ”0 »»!•'«■>» ^ 

. 1 Bradlaugh Haii there 

would be no trouble. Of course the officers who had to atfenri th 

at it, could go there. Mr Broad* 
way said that he would see that no interference the p ” “ pi 

«. Polio. ...pp,rg .U pZIZ l Ze^onr.®"^"”''”^'"* 

ZLllTllt ™ 

of April, could he dropped, it would not Ka o i > h 

letter., therefore, was written by me in consultation TT ^ 

m which Mr. Dev Raj sawhny Baratr« ! Or. 

S-mtery l,.,a n, ^ H itZ, lorTn”'''”®'’” 
names Should not be mentioned in u. .■ then our 

Ho.e..r. .. wjr.:;::. ,r “■ 

attend U. I went info the O, -Iv o r, . • A however did not. 

lurr. I jr:rzje.r;r ''™°' “““ 



f fho irtfh o£ AoriU nnaxpootedlf I leat^at, ttet to 
i! <.1, nf rtn arrest of Maliatma Gandhi the people www 

rz zzrzz..iy. I .>»s«a <“ “j 1 

IrZirZobLved a.at.b,An»Wl .tree. 

open hall an hoar balore .are beiag epon aae»a.ly 

A vernaoalar newspaper was then brongt o “ Bombay to 

rba. Mahatma Gandhi .a. ZtitorTh^waa 

Delhi but when the train entered a strip of the Punjab y 

. arrested by the order of the Punjab Government. 

In the evening of this fatallOth 

takan pl.«. at Ih. Uppr Mall. At dnak « later I obterrad from OT 

balcony that some Lancers and the police ^ 

Suropeans, arrived fully armed. The passers-by ^ ^ 

and Jumped on to the wooden planks or 
ehopi on either side of the street to see the fun as I 

to be. Unfortunately it soon became a serious affair. The cro - 

■formed at one end of the Anarkali ' street between tea tomb o. a 

■'Saint under a banyantree and the house of Mr. Anaat llAm, Bainf-^es 
-A I„„, muo k^,^lir.A anil the milltarv were stationed between the For. 
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The hartal continned on the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, a-'s# 

' iSfcla, blit there was no distnrbanee. As I went ao^vhere except lo llii? 
High Court, I cannot state from my personal knowledge wlial liappeaei 
elsewhere^ It was on the 16th or the ITihi when under the orders of the 
Commander administering the Martial Law, the hartal ceased and fhe 
shops reopened* 

I was selected as one of those on whose house the Martial Law 
notices were to he posted* I had to guard and exhibit the noticei on 
pain of punishment under the Martial Law* Out of those so selected 
some were arrested and tried, whilst others remained in constant f.e&r of. 
arrest us they were treated ' as marked mem I can say from persomi 
experience that the worry of guarding the notices, and the indignity ol 
it were beyond description* , , , ,, 

So far as I can Judge, there was no necessity ■ for 
, ^ the Martial Law In Lahore. The situation was perfectly well ir: 

The ..popular workers rendered every 
assistance possible to the authorites. If tact and wisdom liad heeti; 

of the leaders followed, eyen the hartal would lays 

earlier* 

causes which led to the unsatisfactory state ‘ 

The unsympathetic administration. 

^ ^ of toleratioH' of criticism of .administration aiici .. 'elv'., 

officials* 

3. Suppression of even the slight libery of the Press enjoyeil in 

the Provinee, 

4 Kecruitment policy during the war and the methods adopb':*^. 

for recruitment. 

5* Methods employed in iwising the War loans and other 

g. Hatred of the educated people and of popular leaders ana tm 
. , abusing of them' publicly.,. 

7« Police administration, The^'Carrylng on of the adininistralioE 
f through the police and- reliance on fore© and not oath© good” 

people, . ; 
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8. Repressive iaglslation and offensive ..pnWle . speectes, by thos^v 
responsible for the administration of the Province* 

9* Acute economic conditions bronghfc abont during the War* 

These and other causes . had created so much unrest and' 
discontent that the introduction of the Rowiatt Bills and the passing, 
of one of them into law in the teeth of the solid opposition offered 
by the representatives of the people made the people feel resentful; and 
consequently the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and then of Drs*, KicHeW: 
und Satyapai led to the expression of this resentment which the autho- 
rities wanted to put down . .by sheer, brutal force. The authoritiea 
succeeded only too wel!^ thereby making the people realise their utter 
helplessness and the futility of their aspirations. There is a general 
belief that ever since the Montague-Ohelmsford scheme of Reforms was- 
In the process of formation, the beauracraey had made up its mind to- 
■Strike the people hard and, therefore, on an opportunity arising they 
did so. Such opportuiiity, however, was occasioned by unjustifiable- 
and harsh action.8 of their own. 
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The statement of f&Mglmh Ahmedj 
Bar- at-liaw^ MaU Moad, Laho re^ 


I was in Lahore on 6th April, 1919 and attended Bradlaugh Halt' 
meeting. The meeting came to a close.in an orderly manner. On the 
7th ot April I went to Lyallpore and. returned to Lahore on the evening ' 
of the lOth,- when at the Railway Station, Lahore, I was informed by : 
Bub-Inspector of Police, Mohammed Anwar, that Mr. Gandhi had been 
mrrestedj and Lahore, out of sympathy with . Mm had started a . 
kmtal and' that was why there were no tongas to be had. I came straight- 
to my house on the Mali. Ten minutes after my arrival I beared some 
aoise, and I saw from the top of my house, people coming towards the 
Hall* I came downstairs and walked up to the Lawrence Statue towards ■ 
the crowd. They were mostly students and young boys about three hun- 
dred in number. They were bareheaded and bealing their chests in mourn 
Ing for ike arrest of Mr. Gandhi* The crowd was walking on the pave- . 
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mmi and on oae side of the road while about half the road was open for 
regular traffic which went on as usual. At that time I noticed several 
luropean ladies arid gentlemen, soma cycling and some in carriagas 
passing by and they were neither molested nor interfered with in any 
way* While I was walking up to the Lawrence Statue to meet ffe© 
crowd I saw two European officers, with about four British solAiiera in 
•shirts with turned«up sleeves and bareheaded, gcome out of C/Dwfir 
Club and run up to the * Lawrence Statue where the crowd hacf 
arrived, The European officers with their canes tried to push kick tto 
crowd, but the behaviour of the British soldiers was quite airuging.^ 
They behaved as if they were in a boxing ring, for every now arid then, 
they ran up with clenched lists to the crowd in boxing attitude and 
then all of a sudden without striking, receded a few paces back* Tlisf 
repeated this performance several times. By this time the police ware 
Been coming running from the High Court side about a dozen ih niilri** 
her « they took their stand in front of the crowd bamng their passage 
'OB the Mali* The crowd came up to 0'.Dwyer Club, Some of th€ 
crowd were turning back while the others were calmly and C|ril8fJf 
standiog on the pavement towards the English Warehouse 'whea fire^ 
wag opened on them. I was Btaading with the police when they opeiierf 
fire and I did not hear any body ordariiig the crowd to disperse, Tte 
fire went on for a minute intermittently and I heard, aaveral cries of fchci 
wounded ** stop firing ‘^stop firing’*. Many were hit in tha back. I 
saw three students, wounded on the Mall, being put in a tum-tum all iit » 
heap, and heard Mr. Dwarka Diss, Deputy Saperiaieiideiil of Pollo©^ 
giving orders to the driver of tha tum-tum to take the woiia-dsd to ihm 
Charing Cross Police Station, I remonstrated with Mi\ D-varka Dies ttf' 
•® 0 i)d them in a better conveyance to a hospital, but his reply wis ihm 
the order of his superior officer was to send them to the Police StafJott* 
Subsequently I learnt that the wounded were kept at the Police Station 
all through the night, unattended and one of them expired there, Boom 
after, I saw the cavalry ssomlng up from the Cantonment and were order- 
ed to proceed towards Anarkali Bazar, I followed them. When I reacheii 
Xohaii Gate I saw Chowdhri Rambhuj Dutt standing on a boE- 
addressiog the crowd. He advised them to go home quietly. Then 
he was called by some officer. I saw him get down from' the box ftml 
'goto him. He came back and told the people that ha was alw 
^■golng heme and they too should go home* The people were dispet#- 
Ing when fire was opened, wounding and killing some. , ' '' 
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On the ilth of Aprils I was present at the Telegraph Offioe wieit 
- -Ihe Deputy Commissioner Mr^ Fyson told those present to cooperate 
with the Government and terminate hartal. Wa all expressed onr 
'williogness to cooperate and wsk'ihe' people to open ahops^ provided tit 
woaaded and the dead were ; handed over to the peopki as the woiiEdad': 
and the dead were lying in the, Poliea Station and were not attended toi. 
Mr. Fyson said that the LieQleaant-Qovernor was not prepared to grant 
our request and the dead would' be disposed ■ of in the Jail O.ompottad^: 
‘'tThen lie teoad'towards Doctor Gokal Ghand Naraog and rebuked Mm 
for leading the mob on the Mali on the 6i,h of April ■ Dr® Gokal Ohan# 
ioid him th&t he was not .leading the mob bnfc at ^tho' request of "th# 
Saperkicacleiit of Police took away the- mob ' towards the Broadlangft 
^ Hail Mr.Hroadway the Saperintendent of Police, - who was iher® ■ 
, preeeaij corroborated Dr* Gok-.il Chanda At about 1 p m« we were again 
calkd kom the High Ouurfc Bsr room by the Depnty Commissioner* - 
There were present amongsi others Messrs* Ganpat Rai. Ram Bhuj Diill^ 
Sir JeJ Din Siinja DIb and Mohsio Shak Tb© Deputy Oommiseionir 
informed os that the dead have been already diposed of in the Jaii and 
asked ns to go to the Shahi Mosqoa and stop them from gathering them 
On tMsEamfahuj Dait said that if we go to the city the crowd would 
_gath©r round ns and the police might ■ start ■ firing, -The Deputy Oomfe^ ' 
missioner replitds ** We have decided there will be no iring in tie 
.city*® - Upon this Pandit Ram' Bhoj; Dntt.said: **Very. well, sir* we will'd#:.: : 
ms yon say/ i myBeif did not go to Shahi Mogqn©. I was at Dtoi 
Chandra botise on the 13th of April. There were several htindradl 
people prtgen!; inctodkg Chandhries and shopkeepers* We decided to 
ask the people to open their shops. Oar deoisioa was not' welcomed 6y - 
the crowd outside the corn pound ' They said that as long as O’Dwyer 
was in the Punjab as Lieulsnant-Governor they were determined to . ... 
.observe hartah 
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f he stakmepj of Ohh^Md^ Retired Judieial Oommimiamr &f tfm 

Mar^at-Law, 

I was on the lOlh-.of April al my office, 86 Mail, Lahore* I omoif 
ani of my office door when I heard, a, noise in the direction of Anarkali 

I. p. P.IG. ; 
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X learnt that there waa a large crowd collected in Anarkali and that the 
noise was dee to that fact and that there was an idea that some -part 
#f Ihe people might come along the Mall and my office, I remained mh 
side mf offleoj talking to Mr, Davison who lives opposite mj office door 
tad practically in the same compound, debating in my mind whether 
I would go off to Faletfcf s Hotel where my wife was staying, 1 finally 
remained where I was, because two ladies came in an excited state from 
the Mnltan Road, one with a rifle and I did not know what they woiM 
dot Iiemained talking to Mr. Davison and trying to encourage th# 
ladies. Then the party which was shot at by the police under Mr. 
Fyson*s orders come past. I had specially to notice them and their 
demeanour^ as I was still debating whether it was advisable for me to 
v;:g along* There was a little delay as they or 

iome of them seemed to make a trip into the ©nelosure or garden in 
which the Lawrence 'Statue stands. I heard a few mild calls of **shame^^ 
"and it sounded as if some .gravel was thrown ; but the delay was very 
'■"ilork'The party came on walking along the middle of the road and two 
Wthe party were supporting a long piece of black cloth about twelfs 
'feet long and a foot wide, such as processionists carry. They had nothing 
'that could be described as a flag or banner and I did not hear any 
’particular things said by thorn and they were certainly not making 
noise. A lot of people seemed to be following at inter vak whether as- 
: : .meinbers of the party, or as sympathisers, or-as mere sepectators, I caa*t 
■■ "^fay. When they were just in front" of our ■ compound, the servants' who 
' ■■were -standing by as said that the police had - arrived and I then saw a. 

■ hatch of police come from the direction of Fane Road. They crossed the ' 
road opposite our gate and it appeared to me they ranged themselves in 
single file along the curve of the footpath and marched alongside of 
Ihe processionists, 

" I did not see them make any attempt to beat back tfie crowd of 
which I have read much in the papers^ and I do not think that they did 
it or ever thought of doing it, or that they could have dreamt that 
there was any necessity of doing ik 

The party was very small and quite orderly and tha police that them 
were, were quite sufficient to hold them well ih hand. From Ibe^ time 
that fhe first party eame and npto the time when the shots were firecijs 
not moie than 400 persons passed up the. Mall I made an esfeimate at 
the lime, I said to Mr, Davison that I estimated them at 200, bat he said 
400, and I accepted this estimate, I did not actually sea the shots fired, 

■ . ^^because they were fired after the party had got out of sight, that end of' 

compound being bounded by the high building occupied by Messrs. 
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Francis Hamsoii & Co* The dlstauee from oiar compoancl to llic^ place 
where I iindersland tlie firiag took place is Bofe greats and I Ihinii that 
not more than two miiiates elapsed between the disappearance of thy 
first party and the firing of the shots. Abont 12 shots were fired : the j 
were not fired in volleys^ but there was distinct stoppage after aboiitf 
half of them had been fired and before the second lot was licaid» 
There were also several shots fired from a revolver to which I have Bof 
seen reference made in published acconntB. 

I have^ I thinks Written down all that I know oi this incident, i m: 
cicite certain that the mimber of persons on this part of Ihe Mall before 
the shots 'Were fired did not run into thousands as I have seen asserted 
in papers professing to report evidence given in Courts aiiil on this 
point; fclie evidence of a mliitary officer that I heard given rpiito agrees 
with me. He said that not more than 2(30 persons incitiding Bpeetator.^ 
passed roiiud to the Mall past the Telegraph Offilce. After the firing^ the 
Mail got more crowded^ but from what direction those people came 
I cannot say. They had not arrived when the people present at the 
place of the firing ran back along the road and throiigli our eompoiiiith, 
From what I saw of those men i should saj that ilia majority of flit 
400 that passed up the Mall were spectators, aiul chiefiy servants atiil 
the likOj from this part of Lahore* 
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Tie 0/ £al Birigh^Satota, sindent dih 

Lahore^ 

On the morning of the llth of April, I went to the College sa usual* 
Along with other students, I went to the principal for leave for the 
day as we v/anted to show our sympathy for some students cil: other 
local Colleges, who had been shot while refcarning from the Liiwreiiee 
Garden after their Btndies# The belief tvas common among 
that they had been fired at while retnrnmg from the Gardens, Wa told 
the Priiicipal that we had no connection with the Passive Ee^uBtaiica 
■movement, and that If there was fear of our position being luisniulerstDOfi 
lie would Idadiy explain our attitude to the aaihorities. Tiie Friodpai 
lefnsecl to grant the leave asked for and we attended his lecture* Find- 
ingi however, that the other classes had not been alieiitiiog icctiireg for 
ihat clay, we also absented ourselves from the afternoon lectures. We 
‘SOD tinned attending to out hospital duties, as otherwise it: wmiid have 
been hard on the patients* 
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On the following day, the Principal pnt up a notice stopping 
■lectures for that day for the I, II, III, and I¥ year classes as a pnniali- 
'• ment to the students for their absence on the llth. We begged the 
Principal to forgi?e ns and to resnme the lectures, but to no purpose* 
“He threatened IS with expulsion from the Oollege, if we pressed Mm 
•"further. He then began to make inquiries of indifidual sfeudeatB 
• regarding ^the leaders. As we had no leaders in the action we all look, 

. no one could give him any names. He then began to threaten us with 
expulsion from the College, setting the C. I* D. after us and Martial 'Law 
etc. By this time every one knew what the Martial Law was. At these 
-•threats, the students were terror-striken and some of them' began Ici 
;'v.8Upply-the' Principal with made up names and falsa stories In order lo, 
■■ : pave themselves from 'the wrath of the PrincipaL A§ irst the students 
■ -nf our class were suspended. He- than put up a notice calling upon all 
iludents ( excepting those of the highest; class ) to show cause why they 
not be detained for one year. This led to more false Btories 
.being supplied to the PriooipaL Those whose names were thus man- 
tinned were taken as ring leaderB of unrest among students, buf: no 
.. -definite allegation made against them* Subseqiieatlyj, panisM 

ments under the Martial Law, were inflicted upon them, tiicluding 
®*seditioii,” and revolution although the Principal knew and 
; had'acknowledged that hiS students 'had not taken part in the ImHal: 
and :• that they had always regularly-, attended to their hospital 
work. 





Roll Gall % We were ordered by the* Martial Law aothorilies to 
attend the roll call 4 time daily at a place near the Punjab Club. Wa 
had to assemble ai the College each time and then go In a body to the 
place of roll call, and relura in a body to the College befora we aould 

■ disperse. This meant walking in the sun about 20 miles a day. The 
■hours of roll call were 7 a.m,, il a, m., 3 p. m. and 7 p.m. In the case of 
the 4th year students who had to attend to hospital duties in the morning, 

■ their attendance at roll call was necessary. The whole day was spent in 
'walking forwards and backwards. We could take no rest and there 
was hardly lime for us to take our meals. Several students fainleci 

• ©very day, sometimes on the way and sometimes also during the roll 
.'Call. At the roll call we were surrounded by soldiers with guns aaci 
'bayonets. When marching from Oolleg© to the place of roll call or back, 
•we were under the orders of a havaildar. No one was allowed to join oa 
...the wayi . The use of conveyance or umbrella was not allowed* TMtt ' 




Bi t, ".A 



that reading for onr examination even in the hot enmmer nights waa 
impossible. Some days later, on the students explaining the matter to 
the Principal, a nearer place was fixed for the roll call. 

Note ;—Originally lO students were 'expelled from the College and 9 


the TJnwersity students, the Medical students have been dealt with 

mosti Mrslily. 

Orders were issued not to g I ts IIS paBspoi’ts and thus preirent our 
going to I^iigland for fiirtiier studies. II is belieTod t'lial notices were 
Mrculatecl in tlie Eoglisli UniTersitles regarding aom& o! the stii.«!orits 
who had already left India, stating the cireumilaiices iiadar wliioli they 
lad gone to Eoglarul 

I have to acid that during the Martial Law days and for some month 
siilisec|iient!y, we sliideBts were beiiag snbjecte'u to S‘a rva 11 1 an, by the 
Foilce as to where we were going and what we were cloing., 
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hut of f mom who were arreted mid released willmtd irtai 
after being kept in custody for semml €lay$^ 


1, Lala Bub! Chand, pieoe-goods merehant^ Bazars flafla, 

• Lahore* 

i. Lala Taid Raj Sardari Lai, Managirig Director, Ayiirvedtc ati«l 
Pharmaceutical Compaiij, Ltd^ Lahore* 

fi. Saidar Waclhawa Singh, dealer In perfumes arid |ama 
Lahore* 

4« Laia Amir Chand, proprietor, Swadeshi Stores, Ainirkaii, 

^ ' Lahore^ 

5« Lala Jagan Hath, Secretary^ Arya Sam^iy 
Lahora 

S, Lala HIra La! lapnr of the PiinjV.h Samac Lahore, 

I. Lala Kala Bam Eobii, propristor, Sinda Hindu Hotel, 

Lahore. 

S, Lala Dawan OhamJ, proprietor, West End House, Lahore, 
(arrested at his shop at Amritsar). 


■ ■ 
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9. Lala Mohan Lai Saraf, banker, Saha Bazar, Lahore. 

10. Lala Kishen Chand, carpet merchant, Lahore. 

11. Lala Salig Ram; proprietor, Aror Bans Pre/g, Lahere. 

13. Lala Raja Ram, Jeweller, Baza* Hatta, Lahore. 

13. Lala Daulat Ram, goldsmith, cunt Bazar, Lahore. 

14. Mistri Karim Baksh, gas contractor, Gnmti Bazar, Lahore. 

15. Pandit A mar Nath Sharma, estate agent, Janri Manri, 
Lahore. 

16. lala Chani Lal,» shopkeepers, Moti Eaisar, Lahore* 

17* Sirdar Mohan Singh, hardware merchant, LabM 



18* Lala Hem Raj, banker and landed proprietor, Shahdata* 

19* Mian Sirdar Mahammed, alias Sardar Manehi, Bhahdara, 

20. Mian Siraj Din Mnnshi, Shahdra. 

2L Mian Nnr Din, alias Madha, Moehi Gate, Lahore. 

'22* Mian Zahar Din, »«on- oL- Nnr -Din, house proprietor, Rang 
Mahal Bazar, Lahore, 

23. Laja Jagan Nath, cloth merchant, Baza^ Hatta, -^Lahore, 

24* Lala Des Raj, stamp vendor and deed writer, Bazaz Hattg& 
Lahore. 

■ 25. ' Lala Mnlk Rajj - shopkeeper, and Chandhri of Gnmti Bazar 
Lahore. 

26* Badsbah, Bhnsawala, Bhati Gate, Lahore. 

27, Nalha Khan, alias Malha, halwai Delhi Gate, Lahore. 

28. Mian Seadi Khan Kakezai, Mohalia Kalal, Lahore. 

29* Mian Ibrahim Khan, cloth merchant, Lohari Mandi, Lahore^ 

30. Pandit Jai Bam Das, Khatri, Kucha Kaghzian, Machhi Halte 
Lahore. 

.31* Lala Jairam Das, Katri, Wachhowaii, Lahore* 

32. Pandit Huku Mai, son of Pandit Thaknr Das. Wachhowaii 
Lahore, 

■33* ^Lala Bell Ram of the firm of Ganesh Das, Shanker DaS| ' BaM» 
Hatta, Lahore* 

34. Mian Eaj Din, umbrella maker, Dabbi Bazar, Lahore, 

35 Mian Mohammed Hassan, son of Shadi Khan Kafceaai, MAbalb* 

Kalal Lahore. 
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; 36« Mian Jala Din, son of Azi:g-ad Din, shopkeeper, Mbari iTaodi 
. ';'; ;Iiahore, ■ 

,;37,, Swami Sevananandj^ physiciaa-iii*charge of the Ramkrisliaa 
charitable dispensary, Sutar Mandi, Lahore® 

^ 38 , ■ Lala Ganesh Das, merchaEt, Bazas Hatifcaj Lahore* 

.-39* ' Tara Ohand, barber, Wachbowali, Lahore* 

40, Seth Eamparahad, banker, Lahore* 


kasur. 
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Mo Bifl Khan, Plmder, 

Kasun 


On ill© ISttiof A.pril, a party of aliotil 25 persons, iociiiding myseif, 

,wer® it th© tonse of M,onl?i Abdul Kadir, a senior ploader|, wbea we 
iieird that^ ajBob bad done: some at tli© Bailwfij Station, It 

Wtethem, abont 10 O'^cioA^^ of us mclading aiyseU started at 

:;«iiic© for' .th© .Kailway. Station whera fchoira was a Sioall crowd of boy»* 
!£heirt''w the fire. From there I uotieed , 

toin from Ferozepore was standiog nmt the distant sigualatdit'filga 
wwd had gathered near it Mouhi Abdul Kadir and I went towards 
:^ei%aiu*:/:.,|0nTeacW with a 

SEelfOaiii© oiltm standing there,' I asked Mm what he was doing there, • 
He said that he bad snatched the oil tin from another man who waotei; ' 
19toiburn:Ihe;'>^I^ away th© oil Moalfi / ■ 

Abdul Kadir, being an old gentleman could not run w.il'li iiia ; SOi !■ ■ 
iept ,him there to watch th© bridge. Taking tb© joneg man with 
w© ran forward. When w© got .. near th© distant signal I saw two 
"'tarainSj^'on© from from .Ferozepore standing, there, 

Th© trains were empty and some people were breaking window panest 
.. . I entreated- tb© people not to do. so, ^ By using threats with some and 
persuation with others, I succeeded io dispersing the mob from there 
-Just- then I . sawn European soldier running from the brake fan side 
towards th© engine side' and rushing into a third class coropartaeafc, No ^ 
sooner had he ddne this than' the train moved off towards the Kasur 
Stetion. I noticed that ih© soldier who was covering his temples with 
his hands had received a. cut on' the right hanfL At that time I wai 
told that two Europeans were finding shelter in a bat| andlbul; a mob 
was preSfcirg fervard iSussault them, I at once ran towards the Imk 
On lefithiDg ita I found an English lady, her husband and three child** 
and one Mr, Klair-ud.dto, Inspector, Coaching Qoods^ striiggliog 
for ILc 18 liTCf, Ibeiit 30 fcrsous had gathered before the htil, one with 
•a hammeri others^ with sticks in their hands, and the rest were throw- 
ing stones from all sides. The crowd consisted of men and boj» 
ftbiked, the mch, saying that they should be ashamed of Ihemselfes. 

When that failed 1 entreated them* Even then I did not succeedif 



Then I stepped fnr^vari aid birred the door of the hut with my Iegs» 
I placed myself in sueh a poailion that the mob cmild not touch the 
Europeans without ciohig violence to This had Its effect and the 
mob began to move way* After that I thought it safe to take away 
the part^v from til <piT6« At last we sncceeded la removing them, to .^Sv, 
house ii^^ar by^ called *'*Kii1a lla.llm Khan*’^ Within about ,half, an hoill* 
the police and the Magistrate came there. Thus this party was 
saved. ■ ^ " ■ ' 

We then came to the D* S. Pds bungalow and .heard that two 
Europeans had been killed- at the Station, near the third .class shed# ,,I 
may mention here that I heard subsequently that in all three^ soldiers 
had got dow,ii at the Ealiway Station, and most probably the soldier I 
had seen enter the train had run and caught the train from Lahore and 
thus saved hi,mssif. 

The Military arrived at about 3 p.m., and I was told that they 
immediately demanded of the Sub Divisional Officer and the Deputy 
Superintendent, Police, Kasur, to give 200 persons as hostages from the 
town.'. 

Although nothing had happened oa the ISth or on the 14th, to call 
for any drastic measure by the Government, Martial Law declared 
on the 16th before a large gathering at .the .Tow.n- Hal!. . 

Immediately after the declaration, Lala Dhanpat Rai pleader, a very 
old md much respected gentleman, was arrested^ and taken to Lahore, 
On the 16tb and 17th the investigation ■ want on* Dn the iBth, boya 
from the Dis:riet Board and the Isianiia, School were sent for and 
flogged iodiscrimlnatedy* 

On 19:h April at about 5 p. m, one English . officer and about 20 
English and Indian soldiers with .two. local police office^ came to my 
house, arrested me, and took me to the Tal-gil Thaua# I was kept in 
the Thaiaa lock-up with about 23 other persons in t.he same room. We 
had to answtir calls of nature In that very room. Ifrom the 19th till 
the 27th of Apiii I was kept there; during this ^period, along with 
others, was on many oceasions taken to the Railway Station for 
identification. We used to be taken handcuffed and on foot ? once or 
twice we were bo taken under military guard. Oa one of such oeca* 
sions when I was brought out of the lock-up, a tall officer, probably a 
majoFi was kind enough to remark, i want you to lake parlicular care 
of this inan^ he is a rased I asked myself whether this wus my 
reward for saving some English lives.' I wish particalaly to meatioa 
that In the lock-up we had to sleep cm the bare floor , and amongst mf 
I P, R U 
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companiong were,' some ander trial prisoners, and one man who 
was an approver in a marder case, in which I was ootmael for the 
defence. 

When we were taken to the Station under military guard if any 
one of UB could not keep the pace he wis made to do so by threats of 
bayonets. I believe Moulve Abdul Kadir, a senior pleader, was once 
the recipient of this kind of attention. 

When we arrived at the Station, we were put in a cage. 



I remember the 20th of April when jCSjjjfclaj l^n to the Ballway 
Station along with others. Mr, and Mrs. Sherbou?ftl^ were standing 
outside the Station. Seeing me, Mrs. Sherbourne was 'quite surprised, 
and exclaimed; ‘ What, Ghulam Muhi-nd din also ar^rested 1” There 
was a reason for this exclamation, as Mr. and Mrs. “Sherbourne were 
the gentleman and lady whom I had helped to save ^ the l^h. , Both 
of them stated that very day befejse the , Boh Divisjoyal Magistrate that 
1, h|4 saved their lives. But I a4ii.^d that a few days later Mr. 
^rbourne gave a written statement in which he said that athough 
' 1 had helped them, the fact that I could control the mob showed that I 
had led the mob on that occasion. 

On the 27th, I was taken to Lahore and put in the Central Jail, and 
there the hardship which I had to undergo shattered my health very 
much. 

My house was searched in my absence when I was in the Kasnr 
look up, and when I was removed to Lahore the military authorities 
refused to allow my wife and children to go to Lahore. 

What evidence the authorities had against me, 1 do not know ; 
but I was released on the 10th of May without any trial. 

, The town was quiet and calm on the 13th, 14th and 15th, when 
in the evening of the last it was rumoured that perhaps Martial 
Law might be enforced in Kasnr too, upon which the gentry of Kasur 
went to the OfBcer Commanding and assured him that there was no 
necessity for Martial Law, but it was in fact enforced on the I6th 
of April, 

My belief is that in Kasur its introduction was not justified at all. 
Introduction of Martial Law only prosed the fears of the people to be 
true. It brought heapsbf humiliation and indignities upon the rest 
dents of the city. I might give only a few examples out of the many 
I know. 

Though I had at the risk of my lif s rescued Mr. and Mr», She?, 
bourne and their three children and had dispersed the i^b 
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tant signal, hnd nad helped in extinguishing the fire at the Post Offioe, 

yeti was under the orders of Martial Law arrested, kept in jail for 
dars and put to every sort ol inconvenience and indignity. I was often 
handcuffed and brought through the streers and roads from Tahsil 0 
the Station, etc. 62 other persons were likewise arrested and detained 
and released without trial. Every Indian, of whatever position in life, 
was compelled to $alam a soldierj sometimes one got a horse whip for 
a little forgetfulness. One gentleman had to be in the lock-up for. 

days for not salaming in the proper way. a it, • 

Boys from the schools were flogged for no specific faults of theirs 

etc. eto. 
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f%e of Mf. Labh Sinfh, M, A. L, £, li, { Omifah ) Burrkkr^ 

aHaw ond Munuipal Gammmiomrf Oujratmala » 


Burkg the last two jears or ao of the war, Mr^ SamilfW was the 
Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwala, but owing to certain reasons* the 
chief of them presumably being that the war effort of the district was 
alleged to be not upto the mark, he was replaced by Lieutenant 
Colonel O’Brien, who, ever since he came, was in season and out of it, 
boasting of what he called his ‘‘driving power*’. From the Tery s^art 
he confined his attention and energy exclusively to the problems of 
recruitment for the Army, war loans and m^^ny other funds connected 
with the War* The methods adopted for these purposes left much to be 
-desired, but as the better mind of the people anxious to render 
assistance in the War, no protest of any kind wrs allowed to be made 
against the methods employ^-d, 0 dy, occasionrdly, an ominous 
murmur was heard from the villages where the offi ral fcrew becirne 
unbearably pinching. is extr^^mely doubtful if tiie ext mt to which 
and the manner in which the offi d-d agency was er'-rted eould iiave 
for long remained unknown to the Local . or lmi>erihi Government? 
indeed if it was not peroiitteJ or connived at i y them. 

What is to be understooil by off! jia! ' pressure am! official co^^relon In 
their concrete details will not be easy to recount or Abn^e, 

intimidation, torture of various grad^-s, degrees and kiruis, was daily 
administered to the people by the officials who were folly cotiscious of 
being immune from being called to account, for tlieir excesses* The 
immediate instruments of oppression w'era ilie subordinate officials 
assisted by a whole army ot unscnipnbious camp followers and 
recruiting agents of a great variety of descriptlcm. Many men abused 
their position to wreak their private revenge or to gain their selfish ends 
Many of them found means to enrich themselves, and otherwise turned 
the opportunity to good personal account at the expense of their 
Ignorant and guiltless brethren. Altogethor the system or the want 
ot it succeeded in bringing to the top and- to the fore front a nuniber 
of the most detestable and unprincipled characters to prey upon the 
weak and the poor and to pose as mediaries between the Governmeiit 
and the people^ ^ 
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SufQce it to sny, tliat many thinking man were of tho firm opinion 
that it was better by far ihat oonscsription by law shoiiW have been 
introdncecl rather tian (he coercive cffloial agency should have 
been employed in whi'sh there was siiah room for the display 

of the varied i.liosyncrasies of indivifbvd offioera, espeoiaily t!n.So of 
the subordinate ranks and which fnrnijibed free B.iopo for the exercise 
of tyranny. The vie w waa strongly held th conscr pfion would have 
been much less harsher in its working that practical downright 
coercion in tli6 goiso of a voiciDtai'y : 

■ ThroiiglioQlr these years of War, fcbe jiicJiclal . aclmliifstratioii of the 
District, chil, criiBinal and revenue, wm sribordiriat/Pd to the needs and 
demands of recrnitmenfi, undermiBing, the people’s sense of *4!ie reign 
of law ’’ to the ' necessity and appreciation ■ of which they were fully 
alive and awakeaetl This evil could hs^ve been avoided by the 
Legislative ©nactnieiit of coDscrip'ion, which would have operated 
without fear or favour according to iiniforai and determinate riilcs» 
Instead of exhibiiing to ihe people the power of hw there was 
exhibited the power of i«lieer arbitrariness In the so called voluntary 
©olistrnent, force and coerciou were employed without the overt 
saucdon of law* As n concrete iiiuBtrmhui of wli*i was going on, it 
may be mentioned that luonth afmr munth there were wltiieas d at the 
DIs ricfe Recroitiiig Odice at Gujranw^H, fccei:ma of lameinatioB by 
hundreds of muthefS, wives and sLdtrs of those who had been either 
decoyed of forced to the place for enhstment by village Lambardars, 
Zaildare, or policemeo* It was only Uie dully recurrence of them whicli 
made the people callous to such scenes. 

It will not be an exaggeration to say that efforts at feeraitmenfe 
very nearly cook the form of a hunt for men and were eonie times openly 
so referred to by thoso engaged In the work. Tilfagers fi^d tuvay al iLie 
sight of approioblng recraldog partitas and would sometimes for the 
whole diy remaiii concealed in sugar eane fidda irom, which they were 
sometimes bdaten oat with the help of dogs ami Saiisi of 

criiniiicd notorious for then* dadng rm/i brut-dh'y), 4 I'avuurit# 

method was to cipiura p»r*opie in their homes uy surprlao in thrs ginali 
hours of the moniiog* Tue Tahsddois and ihe Umb Talihildirfi were 
mKle to vie with one another as to the imm\>eT oimoa brongbt oiil by 
each ia a given lime from the patoiculor p’.rt of the dialriet aliutlwi 
to them* Given sho assurance that there was ■ im pow^r except the 
natural llmife of tlie peopieds patlefico to i>riiig tlrnrm to book for the 
means employed w© da not know' to whal length would not these 
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oj03ioials have gone. For the time, all meim were j'lsUrn l by the en'l 
That breaches of peace in connection with reeruitt nt were relatively 
few serves only to show that the people of the Punj ib are slow to react 
in mass and are endowed by nature with great palicnce. 




■ 
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It is lamentable to record that even the judical process was abused 
on a large scale, and prosecutions under section 107 and 110 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code were the order of the day to force people^^ 
enlist or to screw them up to fresher and even greater efforts at sub- 
scriptions to War Loans and various War charities. Not only the 
preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code, but also the pro- 
sections under the Indian Penal Code were known to be pressed into 
service for the same end. On the top of them all, there were the rules 
framed under the Defence of India Act, according to which almos* 
anything could be construed to amount to “dissuading another from 
enlisting!’ or to uttering sedition, The extenion of pardon to offend- 
■ tailal on their furnishing recruits or themselves volunteering 

■ ' to ottliSt ^^stfiK} common a thing to need any comment. On the whole 
I „ , it jpay be safely said that the state of things disclosed by the judgment 
:j ii{il*iSppaal No. 273 of 1918 of the Sessions Court at Hoahiarpar or by the 
orders of the Collector of Jhelam are only mild illustrations of what 
was the rule rather than the exception. Intimidation was otherwise 
publicly employed against reluctant subscribers and even the poorest 
■were compelled to purchase PostOflttao scripts. Even the Civil Courts 
were ordered to open registers and keep records of the contributions 
secured by them from the suitors, witnesses and others a system which 
had to be discontinued, presumably because it tended injuriously to 
affect the revenue derived from the sale of court fee stamps by 
soaring away the people from the courts. As to the way in which 
the many other minor war activities were financed the less said the 
better. 
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' The above is a brief account of the general condition of things in 
the Gujranwala District. What follows is a description in ehrondogical 
order of the events that- happened in the town of Gujranwala from the 

4lili to the 14th of Aprila 

4ih April .—It was proposed to hold a public meeting of protest 
apinst the Kowlatt Act in the manner in which the public meetings 
were being held ail over India. Notice to convene a meeting was issued 
under the signature of some 20 gentlemen including bankers, pleaders, 
and barristers, . 
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Sth April, S p. m.--The Deputy Commissioner ntifl tbe Soperln* 
tendent of Police called 4 of the signatories and told them blnntly that it 
was foolish and absnnl to protest against the Kowlatfc Legislation. They 
also showed a letter of the Local Government declaring that the OOU" 
veners of publio meetiQgs would be held responsible if any illegal act 
was eommitited^' 

At 5“30 p, m — 11:1 the oveniog of Sfh Apri!^ tlie public meotijag 

came off, Proesedings were most orderly. The principal speech which 
explained the chief provisions ot thd Howlatt Act was read out from a 
manuscript. It was not only moderate, but very timid in its tone. 
Other speeches were equally moderate In expression. 

In view of the fact that it was woil known that people were an- 
xious to observe the 6ta of April as a day of fast and prayer, opportu- 
nity was taken to exhort them to observe it in a sprit of humility as 
intended by M'ahatma Gandhi. 

8 p. m.-— The proceedings of the meeting were sent to the press and 
were published on the S'h of April. 

A combined meeting of the Magistrates and Municipal Commission- 
ers was held in the Town Hall under tho orders of tho District 
Magistrate. After some discussion, it was resolved that a policy of 
non-interference ha adopted. Neither the Police and tho Magistrates 
should force people to open their shops, nor were any persons to be 
permitted to promote hartal by asking people to close down. Oomplaints 
were forthcoming that some of the Municipal Commissioners and 
over-zealous officials had gone out of their way to compel people to open 
their shops. 

6th April. — As might have been anticipated, the 6th of April was 
observed in proper spirit. Inspite of occasional provocations offered 
by the police and the officials, perfect calm ptevalled and there was 
not the .remotest chance of a breach of peace taking place. 

After the observation of the hxrtal on the 6th of April, business was 
resumed as usual and everything was in a normal state. TheDeputy 
Commissioner, however, was in a wholly different mood of mind. In 
a meeting at the District Board Offl js, he gave vent to hia charge by 
saying that had ho kaowa that a hartal would take place, he would 
have seen to it, that it should not happen, oven if it had bean neaesflary 
to send the conveners of the public meeting of the Sth of April to Jail , 
This exclamation is a key to the official mind in the Punjab. Taking 
their sue from the head of the Province, the offioiale were farionsat the 
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prospect of e?oii the most fnuoceat agitiitiott, and were ready at all tiai© 
to go to any leiigtli, 

Fujcherii wis lumotirf^d that the Dhtrtot Migi^frito had been 
fiirnislied with a carte hlamhe for the depot! itloii id* some of tlio 
leaders on the 8tJi of April for the same nopardoMable oll-iiCS of hafiiig 
eoftvaiied a public iLeatfng^ 

lUh On lha 1 1tli of the April news was received of tlia tirrosi of 

Mahatma GamlbL It created a vreat senaation and the people were 
iEilignaritj and bent, upon observing a hartal as a mark of pt'oteil 
against the action of the anthoriiies. The local leaders pot their foot 
on the idea, thinkiog It iitadvisible to observe another hartd so closely 
following npon the first, 

mh 4pnl,-«.0a the 12th meeting' of the Bistrir.t Ooogress Com- 
*mUt 08 was held for the purpose of electing delegates to the ensuing 
Pnnjjab Provincial Conference that was . comiog off on ISiih ^ April al 
Jnllnnder* At the end of the m^^efeing, a number of shopkeepers and 
,il^rchants came up proposing hartal on the arrest, of Mahatm.'i Gandhi* 
The Committee objected to the idea and the suggestion was dropped . , 

The feeling for a /iartol, however, was very stro.ng in 
the town and ‘was growing apace, owing specially to the rumours that : 

passengers passing through the town* ■ 
By the morning of 13th April, it was generally understood, that a 
hartal would he observed on the 14th^ It may be iiierildoned here that 
the 14th of April was a day of the BdsakhI fair which is held at Wassi- 
rabad and as a rule no buslneis is done in the town on this dayt 

5 p» m.-^Some members of the Distrlef; Congress Comniittea 
chanced to meet at the house of one of the Tice-Preshlents in a special 
session, and learning that a hartal was going to ba f^^rved the next 
day, they thought of arraiigiiigapablic meeting on dry of obser* 
vance, primarily with a view 'to keep the people engaged so that the 
new hartal may pass off as peacefully and quietly as. the first had 
done, for this purpose, one message was sent to Sardar Naraln 8mgh» 
Honorary Magistrate, to preside over the intended meeting, and another 
to Bardar..: Narain ■ Singh, ■ Secretary, 'Ehalsa College, requesting him to 
......make: the, prineipalspeeoh on ■ the occasion* ■•■ ■ ^* ■ 

The fact that a hartal was to be oT^^^rvad on the 1 Ith was known 
to the acting District Ifagistratev Mirisa Sultan Ahmad, and the Police 
Superintendent on^ the ISih." Aecordlogly^ the former called the 
Municipal Commissioners to his- house in the. evening and oharged 
them with the duty of seeing to the peaceful obaerfanoe of tht''- day; 
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while the latter and his deputies issued the necessary icstractioos to 
the police, and armed police guards were placed at all the public places. 

14 April -On the morning of the 14th of April, the shops in the town 
remained closed, but everything looked as peaceful as on the 0th, the 
previous hartal day. About an hour and a half after the time when 
shops generally open in the morning, some of the Bluniaipal Commiss" 
ioners went to meet the assistant Superintendent Police by iiuitatiou 
at the city Police Station. When passing through the town they were 
greeted with the shouts of Mahatma Gandhi hi Jai,Eindn Mmlman 
MJai\ 

A little later^ the people began to be agitated bj the riimoiir lliat 
a slaughtered calf had been found hanging by the girder of a railway 
©nlfert close to the town and that a slaughtered pig also had been 
thrown In another ' direction. The news caused a good deal of resent* 
Msnt, but the feelings of the people were allayed by some of the 
Mohammedans deciaringj, Never mind we shall ourselves remove the 
carcasses while some of the Hindus shouted that they would them** 
selves gladly do the same,. 

, It Is one . of the most disconcerting mysteries of the Siijraiiwala 
■affairs and the police .investigation ■ connected therewith that Inepite of 
th© facts that special police were deputed, tc make the inc|!:ilry whicli 
was protracted one and that the 0*.L .D* had bent their fnli eiiergieg 
to the task, no light has been thrown on the origin of these imporlant 
Incidents of the agency by which the slaughtered animals were so 
openly and publicly exhibited under the very walla of the towns- 
people have been sternly taken to task by the police for suggesting 
that It was not the work of either the Hindus or the Moham,medBOS* 
fcofe of some underling of the OJ.D/ But the police is ominoiisly 
•silenl as to who actually did so. 

This silence on the part of the polio© 'throws a flood of liglrf; or* fir* 
subjeol anti 5i is C:iiamly sufficteni to excuse these who siispoafe t!ut 
the pitting up of th© slaughtered animals was directly oi iadircctly 
atlribiifcable to the agency of th© local police^ or perhaps to nrioliior 
agency more highly placed* Without coacQrsiog myseif w'iih the 
mollfei which liiiderky this actios^ it is sufficient to observe llial this 
icoideiii) was one of Ih© two factors' ■■ which furnished the iioiriediate 
©ceasion for an outburst of excitement' on the part of the crowd on 'the 
lith of ApriL If there was any on© responsible for the liapp6aii:g?i at 
"lJujranwaia on that day it was .the .person mhoBB maliguanl Jegenoitj" 
designed th© ©xhibition of the carcasses# ^ 
i Jp, r# 13 
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from,;the Police Btatioo^ it becacne liowa that 
there was a row at the; Rail Theraopoo^ two of th# 
:..Maoicipal Oommissiooers, Labh Siogh' aud Dio MohaBimad, hastened 
■'to the.' Bail way Station to see what the- matter was and the rest of tie 
ffti:tyr'COiisid6rin.g it expedient to prevent the people from laoviog oil 
toM them' to -move onto an open plac^, where it was 
■fropofcod to pacifj their feeling and to keep them engaged. 

On reachiDg the Railway Station, it-wasfonnd that there wat n 
'■great rash 'Of people' desiring to'oateb' the train for Waisirabad wh#r# 
the BakakU fair is held and which annnally attracts ■ large crowds of 
village rnstics and town labonrers. 

Bis well known that this partlcnlar fair is rather kisterGns in ■ 
'its nature and it is on this occasion that ih© ' villagers generally give 
Vent to thair natural spirit. As the train was already packed fnlljt 
■ ■forl'kr boGK and altogether there had been a' great 

in the train. When the train began to move many 
' on tha foot boards and otherwise 
";:;‘;i'^ingi and, bars of the carriages. The iiish was sO' 

'^'gfeat that the driver had to atop the engine jost inside tha diefanfe 
-iiigtial, probably because the train guard had been left behind on the 
.■ platform. . As soon as the train stopped, the part of the crowd at tbt 
.station again lu&hed up to it, while those io the traio^ who were mainly 
rustic Bakak/ii people from the Eminabad fair on their way to 
Wazirabad, also alighted from the train. 

It Was at th© moment that the whole crowd of lioliJay mak# rs 
dearnt that a slaughtered fdg or, calf had ken hong up from tha 
■. fail way culvert .(known as the Gurnkula Bridge),, thou i?r:ir.edia^elj 
in front of the engine,' The crowd natorallj .got escitcch a few roltoB 
aleepers lying by were piled up on the culvert and sat on fire prolably 
&j means of live coal taken from tha railway engine itsidh It was at 
this stage that .the two Mun'cipal Commissioners came up from lb®' 
■town and with the, help of the Manager of th© Qurukuk School and 
iii ©tuS put oub tha fire and prevented any damage being done io th« , 
Bridge, Some of the passer gers in the train gave the news for the irafe' ' 
Mi».6ofthe massacre at Amritsar which greatly tended to add to th© ■ 
•mcitement of th© crowd* 

Meanwhile th© crowd, learning that a slaughtered calf had biaa 
hmg up at the girder of another railway culvert known as th© Aatoii, 
IB4dg0 in the opposite direction by the distant signal on the l^ahore side, 
•|)ri€e©i€d that way along the railway line doing damage to the telegfpl^ 




iime, a few leading citizens of the sowa ca*operatecl 


its flciBity, as, aiaoy as six places of Hiadii Worship* There are close 

to it,,:, two' orfetiorJox Hindu temples, one Jain temple^ and two Sikii 

Dhairattisaks., , , ; ; ■ 

' The excited crowd tlieE went back to the tiaih^ay Btatioa along fciie 

Graod Trank load wliicii runs parallel to the railway line mi brcjks 
'Some window panes at the Railway Station where the ‘SfiperinteEclent 

had also come up* ^ . .■ « 

A few minutes later, the Post Office boildin^ which is opposite the 

.Railway Siation, was myslerionsly set oo fire from Ijehindi wlieiher by 
police agf-Bts or by the members of tbe crowd is diffierJt to Fay, 

After tMs« the crowd and the Dolice conforiitod eacli olhor in ffotif; 
of the Eli! way 
separating the: 

Dirriog |{ 
with the Magii 
crowd and 

SQCCeecled, Biit when the crowd was dispersing or certainly was aboil 
todlsperrie^ the Police again fired a shot* This Iiicideiit generated troili 
excitement and a oumber of persons crossed 0¥6r the railway line in 
the direollon oi the Courts where acts of incendiarism were coiiiiiiitted* 
It wili be to the point Ho note here thatalthongh al! the buiidiags irclail* 
ing the Church were properly gaardedby tin Police rrlth loa?ied rifles m 
their hands, yet it is asloBishiog that r^oth'Hg w‘^s doii^ to prutmi tboao 
'buildings* It has not at all been alleged that at any tpot the policemen 
•were o?er-powerd^ This is a very significant inoro c-speciallf 

when it is remembered that the Saperintendent of police eiilreiiielf 
tmpopnlar with the entire rank and file of fab department^ a fact whmk 
ifc is believed, had been brought to the notice of the higher polioe 
authorities* It is also noticeable that none of ihe piblie baildiog^ 
all of which were within easy reach of theriotoas hate at all Iiieai. 
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was a very small one oomposed mainly of a nomber of yonag boyi and 
a few ruffians. It is also significant) to add that the same streft Arabs 
that burnt the block of Conrt rooms, at first made their way to the 
Jail; but on the Jailor threatening them with his rifle, the mischievous 
orshins took to their heols and fled away towards the Coarts, It is 
obvions that the entire mischief was in its origin and iaceptioaa 
ascidental and isolated, begun at the Railway Station by a crowd of 
holiday makers and in no sense the result of a design or premeditated 
arrangement. Throughout, it was one and the same crowd that wt^^ 
involved and its activities were along a w ell defined and identifiable 
Ik®. The same crowd was terponsible for all the incidents first at the 
Eailway Station, then at the Garnknla Bridge, then at the Katchi 
Bridge, then at the Post Office and in front of the Eailway Station, and 
then again across the railway line at the Courts, The excitement 
which led to this incendiarism was produced by the^ sight of the elangh* 
tcred animals and intensified by the police fire. The whole thing took 
place between 8 a.m. and 1-30 p.m. i.e.. in the broad daylight which 
entirely heg&tres the idea of secret consfiraey. These are some of the 
central facts to be remembered in order to see the occurrences at 
Gujrsnwala in their proper prospective. 

The meetings that were held in the town aud which syncbrouised 
with the riots at the Railway Station were designed for the express 
purpose cf keeping people out of harm’s way and were calculated to 
allay the excitement resulting from the causes above referred to. It 
has been a cruel travesty of facts to say that the speeches were designed 
to cause excitement and to goad the people to acts of violenes. The 
main burden of the speeches that were delivered at the meetings ia the 
town was the Hindu Mohammedan Unity and the message of Mahatma. 
Gandhi with all the passivity and humility that it inculcates. The ques” 
tion of the Local Monicipal election also was the subject matter of one of 
thespetches, Bet bj no stretch of imaginatiou could these speeches 
be interpreted to have leen intended to excite the people. The speeches 
to which the strongest exception has been taken were those beaiiag 
cfcn tie Hindu Mobamroedan Unity. This objection can proceed 
either fitm gross ig)3oran0€of Indian, sentiment or from more perversity, 
in tie kce tf tie slanghleted animals that had been exhibited, a Hindu 

MclammcdED riot wonld have become unavoidable, but for the speeches 
that were made. 

The rioting was jrrctically all over by about 1-30 p.m. The damage 
Jene weald have bee a considerably less in extent than it actually was,. 
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if the police had armoged for the fire to be pat oafci As a 'oiftlter o 
fact no attempt was made to extiagaiah the fire which ^ weat oa banaioj 
for a day after, the occurrence. : , 

At. about 2 p. m, Oalouel O'BrienJoame^fram Lahore tad waa 
about the Oivil Station, revolver in hand. He did not 
a single rioter any wheres' which shows conclusifoly 
altogether subsided by that time. 

' About half ' an hour lateri namely about 3 p. aeroplaaesc&iiie oa 
the scaae and comuieaced aa indiscriminate bombaroa 
proper by means of bombs and machine guns. This went on for quite 
■a considerable time. The people iu the street ran to the shelter., but 
the number of casualties was pretty heavy. The bombs and ballets 


•PiSl I 1 ' « »-k i' <-4 |. 1-4 . 


any gro.up or rioters aoout or not. moreofer* no riots naa laEen piaca 
In... .the .town proper and the miscmef that was done hud been done im 
the other side o£ the railway line in the 80 *«cailed Civil Sktioiii Hot % 


unmistakeable broad line of demarkatioa, in as much as the two ar# 


parallel so it, Toe facts, Iheretore, that the aeropiaaes did their 
work of exacution after the riot bad been qaeiied and that they 
coofioed their activity to the town proper only, reader their sclioa 


aropeans in 


laiuiiy m » uivu liuju# nau remige m me iraisirrj 

building which is a fortified place was quite early ia the trouble. 

While on the subject^ it must bs- added that the asroplaae# 
refcnroed to Qojranwala on the morning of the I5th of April and agaia 


In the evmng of the 14feh, when the aeroplauee eeised worlTi the 
Deputy Commissioner summoned Magistrates and the Minicipti 
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Commissioners to the Treasary building. M. Din Mohammed, a Vice • 
President of the Municipality, and myself, a member, were the firsfe 
ones to get there, and when Lieutenant Colonel O'Brien came out, the 
following brief conversation took place ; 

Lieutenant Colonel O’Brien said to the Vice President j “ 1 never 
knew you were sneh an idiot ”, and to me ; “ How many mec 
have been killed ? ” 

1 replied t “ Some 50 or 60 casualties have taken place.” 

Lieutenant Colonel O’Brien ; “I wish we could butcher more. It 
is a pitty Heron (Saperintendent of Police) did not (kill more 
than he did in the morning, etc. 

The manner in which arrests were made was designed to be m 
harsh and brutal as possible. The arresting party was composed of a 
strong eonlin gent of the District Police fully armed and with fixed 
bayonets and a detachment of British soldiers fully equipped amongst 
other things, with machine gun, etc. The party was nnder the control 
of' lieutenant Colonel O’Brien, the District Magistrate, and a Deputy 
ibiBpecidr' Gthetal of Police, both of whom along with many other 
police ofideers and others carried loaded revolvers in their hands. A 
B^itary aeroplanes hovered in the air to complete the pagent. The 
party commenced its operations in the Civil Station surrounding and 
searohing the house of L. Hakim Eai Pleader who did not happen to be 
there at the time. From there, the party marched in fall military 
array to the house of Lala Mela Ram Pleader, also in the Civil Station. 
The gentleman was in an undress. He was at once arrested and doubly 
handcuffed. He was not even permitted to cover his head and was 
forced to march in bedroom slippera Proceeding further towards the 
town, the party came across me. I was on my way to see the Deputy 
Commissioner in obedience to a messege sent by him. Both my hands 
were Beoured by handcoffs, and I was chained on to the first prisener. 
From there, the party marched on to the house of Diwan Manga! Sen. 

His house was snrronuded and the gentleman brought out. He too was 

in an undress with only a dhoti and a shirt on. 

He asked for permission to put on his eyeglasses. The request was 
met by a threat of bayonet thrust. His infant children began to cry 
and down came the threat 'shoot them The arrests of L. Hakim Rai 
and Lala Amer Nath pleaders, were made at the same place, all being 
bandouffed and chained to one another in a row. 

On this occasion, the Deputy Commissioner shouted out to ths 
^Deputy Superinlendent of Police, without any rhyme, or reason "wby f 
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iid’ot you shoot them when they attempted to esoape*®^ Many Ihrettt^. 
and very menaoiog and ahnsite langtiago was employed by these oikir# 
al the time. .. ' 

But.as I. cannot recall the exact - words at this distance of tiaiei,I d# 
act attempt to xep rodnee .them.. 

■ From therOj .the prisoners were marched on to the fiailway Station 
and made to stand in the snn on the barning platform.^ . alihoagh abaci® 
was within reach® Efon requests for drinking water' met soriieiirnet 
with an evasion and at other times with a stern refusal from the Folio® 
Sopeiinteiidents althoogh the water, tap was hardly 20 feet from wtierrt 
we stood. By this time^ L. Ralla Ram aged about 65| who faapf'icmecl 
to come to, the railway platform in company with his son who is ao 
Assistant Traffic Siiperintendent of the North Western Railwaji was 
also arrested and haodcoff-^d there and then. It may bo rerttarkf3i 
paranfhetically that this Assistant Tra.ffic Soperiiitendent had on tb9 

previous day of distnrbaoce rendered meritorious service in his offioia! 
tapscily to eEsur© the safely of the railway trains oa that very seclioii 
•of the line and his father had rendered eqii.a!ly conspioiotis ad:fist:int5 
in putting out fire and quieting the people. 

From the Railway Station, the prisoners marched through th« 
principal baaars of the town / chained and haodccffed as nieulioneci 
above. The march was a forced . one and for nearly half the distance 
the prisoners had to run. The plight of the tinfortunate priscintrS|f 
feme of whom were of advanced , age can be better imagine j than 

described. Those aequaioted with the rigour of the Punjab climate 
tan realise what the sun is like on the 15th of April The prisoners were 
miostlf without water to drink* At one placs^ the dhoM of Diwan 
Mangal Sen got nodona No time was allowed him to do it up again. 
He was forced on with the knot of. the dhoti held ia his msnacetl 
hands. The number of persons arrested want on increasing as the 
party proceeded till a point was reached on the other side in the 
suburbs of the town, some two miles from the starting point ia the 
Civil Station, Then, there was a march back along a different roafca 
and other arrests were made. Sh.. Abdur liahtiian and M. Hussaio 
Bakshg pleaders, were also forcibly, dragged out of their houses i« i 
half clad conditioDi the one without any head dress, and the other, i£ 
I remember aright, without shoes, ; Oa the whole a distance of sooi® 
4 miles or more was traversed by .the party in the manner described. 

The prisoners who by then nunu bared some 23 persona were mad# 
lo squat in an open coal truck all chaiued together and sarrounded bf 
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a military gaard with fixed bayoaetf* The coal truck was joiaed on I0 
ft r0?0rsed railway eagiue, the soot smoke aud steam from whiofc 
thoroughly blaekeued the clothes and faces of the prisoners. 

As an instance of the treatment meted out to the arrested persona 
on the way to Lahore^ it may he mentioned that one of the prisoners, 
when his repeated request for an opportunity to pass water mm 
■persistently refused, had to empty his bladder on the floor of the truck 
where he sat* He was, thereupon, made to squat on the urine ani 
threatened with the bayonet if he did not do as commanded. At 
.9 or 10 in the night the prisoners were landed at the Ii%hor#_ Oeuteil 
Jail, some of them badly braised by the rough handling of ihs 
chains. Being chained together they could not get out of the van one 
by one and bad to be thrown down practically en masse in order to be 
unloaded, 


At the Central Jail, the prisoners were placed in solitary cells 
‘ where they were kept for over a fort-night under conditions of the 
‘ htMosI physical dis^^ It was only after some days that they were 
Mont one by one fora few minutes everyday to breathe fresh air^ 
- At the end of the fortnight, the prisoners were taken back to 
^ujrauwala again in chains and haodeuffst and on the Journey whicb. 
lasted some 15 hours (ordicaryly the journey frotn Lahore 60 
Gujranwala takes only an hour and a half) they remained withoufi 
: a break in handcuffs and all chained, together ; They were removed 
: , Jroui' the Jail at 2 p. m, for a train, which was to leave at 10 in tb& 
might and were made to tramp all tha. way to the Railway Statioa, » 
•distance of two to three miles, in the midday suu in handcuffs aad 
‘Chains, each carrying his own bedding under- the arm or on the head. 
On the way to the Railway Station,- the prisoners had to quench their 
thirst from the taps by the roadside, making bow,!s of their meaaelsi 
handa And when it is remembered that the right hand ofoaa 
prisoner was in the same handcuffs with' the left of another, it wiii 
■not be difficult to see that the operation did not admit of aa easy 
performance. On the top of this ali,Cima the ears and the giggle 
of the passers hj of a certain class of our fellow subjects. For several 
hours, the prisoners were made to sit and crawl ia, the dust oath? 
..•railway platform and then to spend ;the rest of the night ia ^liie 
train in the most agonising postures, as neither the chains n0r\h# 
handcuffs were removed till after their arrival and safe 'deposit ia . 
.the Jail at Gojranwalathe next morning* 
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Exactly the same process and conditions were repeated on th» 
return journey to Lahore a fortnight later. 

Reaching Lahore at about 10 in the night, the prisoners nambering 
35 were shut up, along with a dozen or so more, in a small room at the 

Railway Station known as the station lock*np. The prisoners spent tlw 

•roltry ' Biimmer ' aigM sleep or food imder coudifeioas whictl 

were iodeecribably ■.wretched and iosaait ary and were iodistiogiiistoM# 
Ird'm those of the so-called Black Hole of the text books of Iodise history 
Into the small room in which they were p acked like sardines, there 
■opeoed another ■ which was litemllj brimfal of filth aad had been used 

■ as a latrioO'by prisoners for some days and the evil smell from wMcIi 
rendered the whole atmosphere intolerably stinky and nnbreathable* In 
ihe morning, the prisoners were taken straight from this dirty dongeoii 

:iO' the Court of the Martial Law Oommission* No. a distance of some 
3 miles and then back in the afternoon to the Central Jail where' .the,', 

handcaffs were removed. Here again, the prisoners were lodged in the 
..solitary cells noder the same relentless treatment* 

After e^avictio!!^ the prisoners were pkcsd io the condemned cells 
and given a kind of diet which it- would be an abase of Inogaage io 

•deacribe , . by . that name. Sometime after, however, mere Iinixiaa. 
eonditionis were, established and soma four of the prisoners inclading 

myself were admitted into anoihe.r,- a' so. called Eitropean ward' 
privilege , to which it would appear" every petty pilferer or a pick* 
pocket in a European grrb Is entitled .as of righti Eventually arrangt^f 
ments were made to provide a relatively better kind of food {« 

some 4 or 5 per cent of the total number of Martial htw prisonerafc 
Bat a large majority of them . consisting soma of II: or 15 

hundred persons had to put up with, the animal coadifeiens of diet 
and hard labour which ordinarily - prevail in the J'aila. It was a most 
pitiful sight to see day after day aad .month after month iaaocent and 
lespectable people^ griodig corn,- or working oil presses, or subjectol 

■ to many other type of hard and degrading toib 

The Tficdi -The trials by the Martial Law Courts were an elaborate 
aad cruel farce, and they constituted a - doworighti wholesale and deli« 
berate abuse of the judicial process. The Martial Oonrts, more especiaiy 

the Magistrates invested with 'summary powers arbitrarily and indfo* 
triminately, acting on the. w.him of the moment aod witbonl the l«ist 
regard for the requireraenlS' of evidence or justice, sentenced all thoi# 
whom they suspected of haviog entertained even the most iaooi^ttl 
.political ideas# The sole aim was to strike terror, and there Was littl# m 
tuo question of individual culpability. 

I# F. F« IS 


806 


Qnjraawala— No, 564 mmd. 


Najj the dangeroos dootriaes of what was calM colleotwi reapoBS^ 
WIityi and moral as distiogtiislied from'legal reapoBaibiiitj^ ha?e 'bios- 
upeisly advocated 

As tohow iajastiee was wroEght hf the Martial Law Tribncials 
may be gathered from the eircumstances vitiatiag the trial m lha 
Gajraowala Oase® Of the 16 accosed la the Oase^ there were 2 
barristers, 6 pleaders aad maaagers; of-. High Schools and 5 other refr 
f eatable bankers and merchant3./' As ''’a xesnlt of the so called trial 
S persons were sentenced to death and 8 to transpottaiion for life With 
forfeiture of all their property,.- .In’ a trial involving such serionft^ 
.eoiseqnences, the proaednre adopted was' characterised amongst other 
by the following features ; — 

(1) That the date S%ed for the trial was accelerated without das 
moticei so as wholly to disconcert' whatever arragemsnt the prisoners- 
could make for the defence^ 

(2) That the attitude of the Court was made up even before the corner 
lii^hcemenl of the trial and that' the proceedings were only an unneces- 
sary formal nuisance to be gone bhrougha 

(3) That the accused were, not permitted to be represented by iht 
Counsel of their own choice* 

(4) That the higher grade lawyers at Lahore refused to accapi brief " 
:^^ther becaoses as was given oufj -they had been expressly so enjoined^ or 
weretooterrifiedtonodertakethedefenceoftheaccased®- 

, (5) That iha junior eounsei who took up the cases were given Ilia 
..most contemptuous and abjacfc- treatment. They were frequently 
..■shouted at by . the presiding judge, threatened with expulsion from the 
.'Ooiirt -room, constantly reminded that their prasense there was on 
,. .../Sufferance and not as of rights and were so cooetaatly interrupted as to 
: render it impossible for them to do their work in a oollecled frame of 
'^'inind. 

(6) That evidence was recorded in such a manner as to improve 
-. ihe .Btatementi in. favour of the prosecution and to omit fads and points 

tending to favour the accnsed. ' ' 

(7) That no adequate opportunity was given to cross-examine the^^ 
frosecntion witnesses. 

(b) That the witnesses for the d.efence were tinceremoaiously 
fooh-poobed ©at of the OourL the presiding Judge sorappily recording” 
an irrevelent word or two even .before the witness had spoken and thefts 
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■proceeding to dismiss Hm in some cases, "even before the witness h^ 
entered the witness box. ' 

(9) That the convening authority exercised the right of omittiiJg 
lo enmmon such of the,' defence witnesses as in its arbitrary opinion 
were not necessary or importani 

(10) That the convening authority farther imposed hiir&h coriili« 
lions by way of ordering the accused to deposit hundreds of ritpeea m 
expenses' for exam ioing witnesses by. commission* 

(11) That the Court proceeded to judgment with indecent iiiordi* 
nate haste^ without waiting for the answers to the interrogatories that 
had been issued to the defence witness, 

(12) That the Court from time to time let slip such observ aiioue 
sad remarks as were indicative of deep and iimaic prejiiciicSf 

(13) As indicative of the extremely nojiidicial attitucie of the Court 

It may be meritionod as an iilustration that when i was being examined 
by the Court as an accused^ the pres'idiog Judge iiisiiltiagly askoJ me if 
my ^'war services had been intended as a caiiiouiagiie tor mj 
dialoyaltjl , . 

(14) That such of the .prosecution witneases as io the opmioB of tli« 
Court; did not come up to- the mark -in ''their statements ware ftfc ooct 
dismissed out of th© Court as Ikrs nad no opporlunlty was given to the 
defence 'to cross-examine them or to-- elicit from them^ th® 
iiaaces under which they had been forced 'to make their statemanti tO' 
the police* - ' • 

Some of these witnesses were at once taken into custody by iha 
police and subsequently punished' by the Summary Courts* Such n 
Ireatmeot was hardly likely to inspire other witnesses with a desire lo 
apeak the truth, 

(15) Even the most innocent things were misconstrued so as to pro* 
Jidice and damn the accused* . The well-kEowa Persian couplet— 
*®This king is like unto a tree and the subjects are like the roots ; th® 
firmer the roof the stronger is the tree, my son’*-— is always recited 
as expressive and illustrative of loyalty, but it was perversely treated 
by the prosecution witnesses as well U'S- the Court to mean that & king ii- 
like a tree of which the subjects are the roots and when the rocits are 
destroyed the tree falls* And this false meaning was adopted^ iaspite 
cf the protest of the Indian member of ifae Courh 
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(16) Th@ worth of tho police dooetables who appaarod as prosefin* 
tioii witnesses can be easily ganged by referring to the fact that in the 
O-njranwala main ease* one of them in his deposition slatad that he had 
§mn Lf Balk Eamg Manager of the Garnknla High School (an aged 
man of 65^ himself a Government Pensioner and the father of Head 
Master of a GoYornment High School, an Executive Boglaeer and an 
Assistant Traffic Snperintendent of' the' Korth Western Railway in 
charge of the Gajranwala section ': of, the line) pouring buckets Pong 
with the member of his school staS, over the bnrning Bailway: ^&iip 
near the Qnraknla and in the presence of the police gnatd and the 
Hepnty Saperintendent of Polm The presiding Judge asked threaten- 
ingly : What was he pouring, was it oil or water*' ? The constable 
unhesitatingly answered ‘ oil * and 'down went the preposterous answer 
' on the record. As a matter of fact-the' gentleman concerned was one of 
the few persons' 'who had saved the Bridge, The other witnessesi il 
may ba remarked, were no better disposed to speak the truth, 

(17) That the prosecution opened its case in accordance with the 
./dlei^MonB in thoprecis supplied to the accused and' consequently proved" 
and argued at the close of the evidence about the existence of a conspi- 
racy ' entered into on or about the 5th of April The . public 
prosecutor in his final address referred to the alleged conversalion 
oi i3th April evening only to dismiss it with the remark that it was of 
no coaseqaeace. The defence council, therefore, omitted to make any 
, reference to the incidani And yet to the bewildering surprise of allg 
,the .Court based its judgment ■ solely on tjhe uncorroborated sktement 
of tha approver with respect to the same conversation and made that 
the very pivot of the order. 
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The statement of Diwan Mangfal Sen of Gujranwala. 


Gojranwala is a town of sooae 32,000 iahabiiiaQits, siinafced 
on the main railway line, some 40 miles from Lihore. A little over 
half the population is Mohammedan. It is also one of the chief centres 
of the Sikhs in the Pan jab. There are six high sohools in the town and a 
Sikh College, besides an Indastrial School and a few minor school^ 
including a " Hindi Pathshala”. 

The only political body in the town was a Dislaiot Con- 
gress Committee affiliated to the Panjab Provincial Committee. Mq&sM 
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Dio Mohamad M, A,, L. L. b., Vioe^PresidoEfc of the Local Mttoioipiililf.* 
was its Presidents aod Mr, Labh, Siagh, BlA., lbb , {CJantab.)Bftr#ii|»L*w 
and Moaieipa! Commissioner,, was ■ its Secretary, The body wti orga* 
Mised in' October, 1917, Since its inception the Oominifetee had htU 
,se¥eral public meetings^ passing resolntioos on 'the qaesiiciiis of the clay, 
and.lransactiog other business, of , a like, nature in a perfectly fair, riio- 
derat©! legilimatej and constitutional manner* ■ 

The District! Ooogress Oam,mitke 'had never been iipiiareiitly 
shadowed or suspected. Some of the promiaent members of th# 
Committoe were:— 

L* Hakim Rai, B, A*, LD, B,^ 

L, Mela Earn, B, A , L.L, B , 

L. Manohar Lil, B, A., L, LB,, 

L Bak,slii Kahnaya La!, M. A, L* 

L, Bnlarii Ram, B, L. L, B,, . 

L. Atjan Das, A,, L* L» B,, 

M* Mali Ullah, B, A*. L. D B, 

L, Amai Hath, B. A., L, L. B., 

Ankr Singh, Bar-aBLaw., 

Mr, Sarb Dial, Bar-at-Law,, ■■ 

Mr. Labh Ohand, AL A*, Bar^Et- Law.,. 

. L» Des Raj, Municipal Gommissioner; 

'DiwSE Mangal Sen* 

It has been considered necessary to give an outlioe of the District 
Gongress OommitteB as the local authorities looked upon it as the 
hie mir distortiiig and misoonstrniog its most legitimate acfcivitifies in a 
manner which is truly surprising* The opening of a siibscrifitioa list 
for the purpose tf building a public Hall Gujranwala for a!I sorts of 
sccial and other purposes had also been adduced as a piecf,? of evidence 
in the Giijranwala Gase, and this despite the fact that iraclicallj all 
the Bismbera of the Bar as well as several title hoUen mid aihai' 
respectable people had subscribed to ii 

Here beiov i append in chronological ortkr the evec-u iL'i': ^ ji>k 
place I'lOBi the 4tb cnward upto 15ih April, 1319« HuL bika\; ;,tii 

it will be necessary to sal! alteation io the g'^neral CJindiUoiib that 
preiaikd in lie town and the district and the psychoicglcal atiiiaapufMar' 
that was iodcced by them. 

Durirg the last two years or so of the War, Mr Hamilton, L 0 S ^ 
was the Depul) Commissioner of the Diatriel, but owing to certoiii 
losaus he was lepJaced hy Lfc Colonel O’Briea who, ever since h® 
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-<5ame^ was^ h saason and oul of it, boasfeiag of what hs called Ms 
-drivmg power He aliiiDsfc, exoliisiirelj coofioed Ms alteatioa to fclie 
..qiiestiofl of raising War Loans and r ear aits , tor the xiriiij* Tii« 
^methods adopted for the^aboire two- pnrposaa left much fcoba desirod, 

■ hnl: as lha better 'mind of 'the people was anxious to render war ss'ffiei 
.no protesfe of any kind was made against the methods employed, 
although a general mormur was heard from the fillages where the 
official screw became unbearably pincbing, It is exfceremely doiibifnl if 
the extent to which official agency was employed and ofiicia! pressure 
' exerted was either made known to or had received the approval of the 
'Government of India* Suffice it to say, that many thinking men w^m 
of the iitm opinion that it was much bstter if ‘‘Conscription by law 
•should have been introduced, rather than the coercive 
agency should have been used in which there was such tf' 

. for the display of the personal element and varied idiosyncrasies cif 
Individual officers of the subordinate ranks. 

"go into the details hut 'Shall content myself with 

two remarks, 

‘i ’i t). <, 

Words amounting to what may be called iutlmidatloE vvera 
puhlically employed against reluctant subscribers to loans and various 
‘Other funds connected with the War, the number of which was enor** 
mous. The business and trade were generally speaking at a stanil 
still owing to the War, while the people had to put up with the 
exactions above named as well as those of the ever enhancing incomfl 
tax, On the whole the people behaved admirably well under 
conditions which were apparently very hard and trying. Tlircjiigliouf 
these years the administration of the Dsstrict ( Revamie, Orlmma! and 
Civil) was subordinated to the needs and demands of recrciitmenf* 
4:ii-th6 so called voluntary eoilstment, force and coercion 'were free! j 
employed by subordinates without the overt sanction of law. Asa 
■concrete illustration of w'hat'Was': going on it may be mentioned tliai 
month in and month out there were witnessed at the District pec? ultlog 
■office at Gujranwala scenes of lamentations by hundreds of mofcliew,, 
wives, and. sisters to which' oniy-;'their dally recurreBce made tli# 
'people callous. It will not be an exaggeration to say that the effopii al 
recruitment very nearly took the form of a hunt for men and mmm 
«oiaetimes openly so ' referred to. People in some cases had actually 
purchased men and supplied them to satisfy the craving of ceftafu, 
^ver^aealous officials* Even the judicial process was abused on a 
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.scale mi prosecntioos under sections 107 and 110 of thi Orimioftl Pr# 
^■elnre:.Oode were the order of the day to put pressure on the popli 
or fresher and ever sreater efforts at subscription and ricpailaieat 


icaeea- onoyeci up by une Hopes raisea m uneir mraos wiiicn me siiocen?* 
fnl termiastion of the War was to fulfil la the case of literate people 
laiora specially those of the towns, the hopes above referred to had a 
distinct and articnlale political tinge* The War eodeiL The pressnre 
of the War conditions continued without abatement andj if anything ai 
allj it was added to by ilic prevalence of famine and ether econo* 
mic difficulties. 

/ 'As indicative of liie aifcikide of Colonel O’Brien io the ediicatod 
classes, it may be raeniioaed that he never iiiissed an opportaniij, 
lie or privatejfo east a fling at them and in the apeeeiies made by liii® 
after the 14th of April, he want far beyond the limits of decaney in 
referring to those who had been arrested by him without the legit 
enquiry or investigation of any description. 

In the speeches made at Hafizabad, Qiijranwals and other piaewf, 


crxonseqiieiii upDii mem m a manner woicu leis no room tor donof, 
that each word was deliberately designed to cause pain and Iiiiinilialioa 
to those arrested and the people of the town generally. S')m 0 of t!ie#ie 
details and circumsfeancas will ba referred to hereii^aftcr and they 
©xhibil a degree of vindieiif eness which is truly appalling* 

Eevertiiig now to the events that took place afc Gmjranwalai tlis 
facts are as under 

ilpil At the Bar Association Rooms at Qujranwala fo whi«& 
aven respectable suitors and others are admitted without any let af 
hindrance, it was proposed to hold a public meeting of proteifc agtioM 
the Rowlatt Act* in the manner in wh*ch such .public meiiagi bad 
'been or were being held all over India* Accordingly, a nolica wm 
drawn up and left on the table for being signed by the members of tl® 
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Bar. B was handed over to a mm from the town who was asked to 
f el handbills for the meeting printed at Lahore after having the notice 
signed by some respectable merchants of the town also, The Imiitlbills 
were accordingly printed inder the signature of some 19 or 20 gentle- 
men,, of whom a dozen were pleaders and barristers* I was not a slgiuv 
tory to this notice as I was away from Cxujarnwaia on that clay* 


Sth April ;-«^The Secretary of the local Municipality and another 
person^ who happened to be in the Bar room when the conversation 
tegarding the meeting was taking place, and carried the news to the 
Deputy Commissioner. The Deputy Commissioner accordingly sent his 
orderly to the Bar Room at about 2 p. m. on the Sth, Four gentle- 
^men, namely, Messrs, Labh Singh, Bar-at-Law, Amarnaths, 

Sarah Dial, Bar-at^Law, and Mek Ram, Pleader, who happened to , 

the Bar Room at the moment responded to the call and appeared at 
office where the Superintendent of Police was also seated by him. 

The Deputy Commissioner told them of what he had heard, saying 
it was** absurd and foolish to protest against the Bowlatt Act,” and 
odding that the Government desired that nothing illegal should be 
dioneJ' He was told that there was nothing illegaHn holding a pnblio 
meeting to protest, a remark to which he apparently demurred, H 
was further assured that the meeting would be very orderly and mode* 

Tale in tone, and he was invited to send an^ officer he chose to attend 
the meeting to “see for himself the absolutely Mr and constitutional 
character of the gathering, 

jm 

The meeting came off as advertised and was largely attended. Lab::, """* 
Hakim Rat, Senior Pleader, was in he chair. The proceeclfngft, wera 
conducted in the most orderly manner and main speech wjis read out 
from manuscript and that? has been admitted and proved by the prosecn,.^ 
lion in the main case. The other speeches delivered on tbs occasion weiT 
equally moderate in tone and no exception at all could be taken to them 
on any score. In view of the fact that it was Well known that the 
people were anxious to observe the 6th of April as a day of fast and 
prayer, full opportunity was taken to exhort them to observe the day 
in the real spirt of humility ia which il was intended that the 


day should be observed. They were specially warned to keep quiet even 
if they were offered any provocation. The proceedings of this public 
meeting including the copy of the resolutions passed were sent to the Fress 
:for publication and they appeared in the ** Punjabi, ” and the TdhmpWi 
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in their issues of 8th April, as well as in several vernacnlar papers. At 
H o’clock in the evening of the 6th| a meeting of the Magistrates and 
Municipal Commissionerg vras held in the Town Hall imcier the chai^ 
manship of the Additional District Magistrate, Lala Shankar Dasi« 
The order of the District Magistrate was read and it was niianimonslf 
resolved that a policj' of absolute non-interference should he adopted* 
iNeitlier the ^ police and the Magistrates were to force people to open 
their shops, nor, on the other hand, were any persons to be permitted 
to promote hartal by requesting people to close down, least of all, by 
using the least kind of pressure. 


It may be mentioned here that although not a single person wai 
seen asking people to close down, complaints were forthcoming that 
some of the ofScial and Municipal Commissioners had gone out of their 
way to compel people to open their shops. There efforts, however, were 
of no avail and the 6^h of April was observed in its true spirit* In 
spite of occasional provocation on the part of some of the policemen and 
officials, perfect calm prevailed and there was not the remotest chance 
of a breach of peace taking place. This point has been brought 
out even by the prosecution in the main case and has been conceded in 
the Judgment oi the Oommisslon- After this, business was resumed ai 
usual and everything was normal, despite the fact that the Deputy 
Commissioner in a subsequent meeting at the District Board office i» 
reported to have used very unbecoming language with reipeot to the 
signatories and to the public meeting of the 5th of April. - He said 
amongst other thiogs that had he known that the 6th would be ob** 
served as a day of fast and prayer, he would have seen to it that it did 
mot take place, even If it was necessary to send the signatories of the 
public meeting of the 5th to Jail* Thus it would appear that the Deputy 
Commissioner had begun to entertain very adverse feelings with res 
pect to those signatories, a fact which assumed almost exclusive import* 
ance when the arrests were ordered on the loth of April. The closing 
down of the business on the 6th of April was a perfectly spontaneous 
affair and in no sense was it artificially engineered. 


On the Wth or llth of April news was received of the arrest of 
Mahatma Oandhi, and it was generally felt that in view of the high 
respect and reverence In which the great leader was held It was necei* 
«ary to suspend business for a ' day aa a mark of protest against the 
action of the authorities. The responsible local leaders, however, almoil 
I* R r* 14 
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in a’body, ptit llieir foot OE the Idea, obfioislj because they thought 
it inadvisable to have another day of suspension of business so shortly 
after the first, 

12 - 44919 1 A meeting of ■ the- District Congress Committee was 
convened with the object of electing- delegates to the eiasuliig PaEjal) 
Provincial Conference that was to take place at Jiiiluiiiler on the 
and 19th of the same month,. .After ■ the meeting of the District Con- 
gress OommitteCp a large number of merchants and shopkeepers came 
-up requesting that ** business’^ should be suspended' for one day on the 
arrest of Mahatma Gandhi, Some of those present at the meeting object 
ed to it and the suggestion was dropped, 

184*1919 t On the 13th of April in the afternoon there was a 
ing of some gentlemen at my house to celebrate my son’s first Baishalchi 
and also to appoint a Managing Committee of the King George Hindu 
High School” an institution which had been under my sole management 
as I proposed to shift the Head Office of the Insurance Company of 
which lam the Managing Director, to Bombay, and was also proposing 
to go and settle there myself* An application for permission to trnsfer 
the Head Office was pending before the High Court at Lahore and was 
coming up forbearing on the 25th of April 1919, On this occasion when 
the guests were taking tea on an open platform outside the house there 
turned up B, B, Bhagat, the approver, with the news that the people in 
the town were going to observe .Aartoi on the 14th in the same manner 
on the 6th, 

Some of those present said that in the event of business being 
suspended it' was advisable to hold a public meeting to keep the people 
busy. Accordingly it was arranged that S. E, Narain Singh, Honorary 
Magistrate, should be asked to preside over the intended meeting and 
that Sirdar Narain Singh, leader of the local Bar, should be requested 
to address the audience along with others, Manohar Lai, pleadef, was 
asked to convey the messages to the two geallemen above aamed* This 
is the only talk on the subject of JiaHal that took place on the oecasioa* 
The rest of the conversation alleged to have taken place by the ap** 
prover has absolutely no foundation in fact. It is a lie mannfaetured 
for the particular puspose of justifying the arrests that had been made 
without any attempt at enquiry on the ISih of Aprils 1919, 

It would appear from the admission of the prosecution that the 
attthofities knew at noon on the 13th that the people had decide^ jl» 



close btfsioess on the 14th,, , and that certain men in fcraias pftsiing 
through the station on that chay vehemently rebnketl people of QaJrM- 
wala for the noi>observanee of the hartal. In the evening of the ISlh 
the 'local Municipal OommlsBioners were sent for at tho house of UltZM 

Sultan Ahmad, offickMng X>a|mty OommisBioner, ant! instnictec! to §©« 

that the day should pass 'off .as peacefully as the 6th had clone* On the 
morning of the Uthihe shops remained closed, but that time tveythiiig 
was quiet and peaceful as on the 6th, nor was there any the least indi* 
cation of any sort of excitement 

At about 7-30 a, m. soma' of the Municipal Coinmissioners along 
with a few other respectable persons, including some of those who have 
been prosecuted, went to the city Follce Station, where the assistant 
Superintendent of Police wanted to confer with them. 

Those going to the Police Slatlon numbered leas than a dozen 
persons, but, as is the custom, when they were proceeding to the Police 
Station, a number of other people Joined them on the way till at last 
when they reached there the number of those following was about 50 or 
60. It is also a fact that when passing through the Bazars, some shouts 
of *^Mahalma Qmdhi hi Jai, MincluMmalman Id «/ar^ were heard. 


On reaching the: Police Station ..which.- is in the south eafitsm 
corner of the town it was found.: tha.t the- Assistant Superintendent of 
Police had left* The Municipal Commissioners and others, Ihewforei 
came back® 

On their way to the Police Station the Municipal Oommissioiaers and 
other learnt that a slaughtered call had been hung up by the girder of a 
small railway bridge close to the town on the Lahore side, and that 
a leg of a slaughtered pig had ben similarly thrown into a certain 
mosque inside the city. ■ This was bound to cause keen resentment, but 
the feelings of the people were allayed by some of the Mohammadaiis 
declaring, Never mind, we shall ourselves remove both the corpses, ** 
while the Hindus shouted that they would gladly do It themselves. No 
clue to the perpetrator has yet been found out inspIte of a profcrcled 
police enquiry. I need not repeat that this ineiileni was one of the 
governing fads of the situation and was ona of the two factors which 
furnlBhed cause for excitement to the people on the litli when the riot 
took place. 

Proceeding further, the Municipal Commissioner who %ver6 re- 
turning from the Police Station learnt that there was a row ot somQ BOft 
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%t the Railway Station* It was hastily amngecl that with a Tiew to 
prevent people from going out of the town towards the Ilatlway SlatloBi 
they should be ashed to go to an open place near the bouse of Lali 
Amamaths pleader, where public lectures are generally held and eome 
of the gentleman should beep them busy and ocoupied with peaceful 
exhortations. Messrs Bin Mohammad, Labh Singh, Bhagat,and Lala 
Mohan Lai went to the Railway Station to ascertain what was going on 
there and to hush it up as far as possible^ It was 8-15 then, All these 
gentlemen who went to the Railway Station rendered iacessant and con- 
gpicuous services to the police on the 14th, putting out fire with their 
own hands, and doing their utmost to disperse and quieten the mob at 
the Railway Station and elsewheret 

The riot at the Railway Station was wholly an isolated aftair^ in 
no way connected with the meetings and lectures iu the town, or oven 
with the that had prevailed therein, nor was the crowd which 
rioted, reinforced at any stage from the town. AU attempts to show 
that the people in the town came out and reinforced the crowd at the 
Railway Station are only disingenuous fabrications and have no basis 
infant. 

I proceed to give a brief aC3ouot of the riot. 14th April is a day 
of BaishahU fair at Wazirabad which is about 20 miles from Guj* 
ranwalaon the main railway line. .Every year on the occasion of this 
fair, hundreds of people from Gnjranwala and suburban villagos go to 
Wazirabid to witness and enjoy the same. It is notorious that practi- 
cally the extreme rowdy element in the town leaves for Wazirabad for 
Ibe purpose. That the fair is always boisterous in its nature is equally 
well known. 




Qaifee as usual the people gathered together at the Railway Station 
to catch the 9-30 Up train. Uafortunately the train, when it came to 
the Railway Station was over full' and only a limited number of passeUi 
gers could find room in it. Soma sort of purely accidental dispute 
quite natural on such occasions, took place at the Railway Station. Th* 
sense of the holiday revellers was that either all or none should go to the 
fair, As the accommodation in the' train was limited some of the holiday 
makers clung to the foot boards.,- etc.^. when the train began to mom 
In the bustle, the railway guard could not get into the van and %, 
engine stopped near the distant singal on this side of.,, 
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Gntaknla onlVeri. The incensed holiday makers gok down from the 
train, piled up a few sleepers of disused timber and set them on fire 
on thebridge. Itwas at this "stage that the two gentlemen abo-re 
named cams up to the Bail way Station and proceeded to the bridge 
vfhere they arranged to pal oat the fire. No damage was consequently 
done to the Calvert and after it had been certified to be safe the train 
was permitted to pass over without any anusual delay. 

Meanwhile, the railway crowd, learning that a slaughtered calf had 
been hung in the opposite direction near the distant signal on the Lahore 
side, proceeded that way along the railway lines It was here that the 
Superintendent of Police and policemen had an encounter with a part 
of the crowd, whereupon the crowd was fired at vrith the result that a 
few easualities were inflicted upon its members. "^Vhether the firing 
was a justifiable act on the part of the Superintendent of Police or not, 
the fact remains that the sight of injured persons provoked the crowd 
and created a great excitement. It may be mentioned that the bridge 
where the calf had beau hung up is in the vicinity of as many ai six 
places of worship. Thera are close to it two orthodox Hindu temples, 
one Jain temple, and two Sikh Dharamshalas. From here the excited 
crowd proceeded back to the Railway Station along the grand Trunk 
Road and set fire to the Post Office which is situated just opposite the 
Railway Station. 

Messrs. Din Mohammed and Labh Singh and a few others helped 
_ J|f to disperse the crowd and quieten their temper ; and in a large measure 

* they aucoeeded. Bat when the crowd was dispersing or was certainly 

about to disperse a policeman let off a rifle. It was explained to be 
the result of an accident. But whether this was so ^or not, the fact 
remains that excitement increased and a number of persons crossed 
over the railway line in the direction of the Courts, where they com* 
mitted some acts of incendiarism, burning amongst other things a block 
I of rooms in the District Court premises. The small chapel on the other 

j side of the railway line was also set on fire. Nobody will attempt to 

i justify this act of sacrilege but it may be explained that the crowd 

was excited to this pitch of indignation by the sight of the slanghterad 
animals above referred to and, by the firing that had taken plswe near 
the Katohi Bridge (a small culvert), where the calf had been put up. 
But for these incidents it is confidently alleged that nothing untoward 
would have happened at Gajranwals. 
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It is necessary to note here that although all the buildings 
including the Church were properly guarded by the police with loaded 
rifles in their hands, yet it is astoaishing that the police did nothing 
to protect these buildings. It is never alleged that at any spot the 
policemen were overpowered, This is a very significant fact, more 
specially when it is remembered that the Superintendent of Police 
was extremely unpopular with the entire rank and file of his depart 
ment. 

The central fact of the situation at Guiranwala on the 14th was 
that the rioting began at the Railway Station, that it began with the 
holiday makers, that it was purely accidental in its origin, that it was 
throughout, the crowd that was responsible for all the incidents (first 
at the Railway Station, then at the Gnrufcula culvert, then at the 
Katchi Bridge, then at the Post Office, and in front of the Railway 
Station, and then again across the railway line at the Courts) and that 
the excitement which led to incendiarism was produced bp the sight 
ot the slaughtered animals and fintensified by the firing done by the 
police. 

The closing of the hops had nothing whatever to do either with 
the origin of the trouble or the form it assumed. The crowd at the 
Railway Station was never reinforced from the town at any stage, and 
all allegations in this behalf are an after-thought and a sort of padding 
fabricated by the police. 

The meetings that were held in the town were designed for the 
express purpose of keeping people out of harms way and were calculated 
to allay the excitement resulting from the causes above referred to. It 
has been a cruel travesty of facts to say that the speeches were designed 
to cause excitement and to galvanize the people to commit acts of 
violence. The main burden of the speeches that were delivered at the 
meetings in the town was the ‘ ‘HindnMohammedan unity and the message 
of Mahatma Gandhi with all the passivity and humility that 
it inculcates. The question of the local Municipal elections was the 
subject matter of one of these speeches. By no stretch of imagination 
could these speeches be interpreted to have been intended to excite 
the people. 

The disorder was all ever by about 2-30 p.m. The damage done 
would have been considerably less in extent that it actually was if the 
police had arranged for the fire to be put out. As a mutter of fact, no 
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attempt was made or permitted to be made to extiognisli the fires which 
went on for almost two days after the occurrence. 

At abotit3p;m. Colonel. O’Brien cam© from Lahore and want 
about the Civil Station, r©i?olfer, in • hand. ' He did not eonw across 
©vena, single^ rioter any where, a fact- which shows concliisifoly that 
rioting had altogether subsided by that time* 

About half an hour later, i.e., about '.8-30 p. m*, the aeroplanes came 
and commenced aa indiscriminate bombardment of the town proper by 
means of bombs and machine guns« This went on for a consider^ 
able time. The people in the streets ran to shelter, but, even then, 
the number of casualitles was pretty heavy. 40 or 50 would not be an 
exaggerated, estimate. This estimate does not include the casualities 
effected by the police firing in the morning. The bombs and bullati 
fell into the most thickly populated portions of the town. Even the 
Khalsa High School Boarding House was not spared, where the 
the inmates, about 160 in number, had almost a miraculous escape* 
It may be mentioned also that the machine gunning from aeroplane was 
.done from, a very low range and there was absolutely no chance of 
mistaking that there were any groups of rioters about Moreover, 
no ■ disorders had taken place in the town proper and the mischief 
that waa done had been done oh the other side of the railway 
line in the so called Civil' Station* ' Between the Civil Stalioii aad 
the town proper, there is the clearest .and most unmistakable line of 
demarcation, in as much as the two.. are separated by the railway line* 
The facts, therefore, that the aeroplanes 'did their work of execution 
after the riots had been quelled and that they confined their activity to 
the town proper only render their action not only absolutely unjustifi* 
able and uncalled for, for but are suggestive of unnecessary cruelty and 
vindictiveness. It was a sheer act of terrorism* 

That the lives of Europeans in the Civil Station were in danger Is a 
pure myth and a lie invented to justify bombing by aeroplanes. In 
the first place, it Is not even alleged that -any European was In danger 
of being attacked In the Civil Station, and in the second place, only one 
01 two European families in the Civil Station had taken refuge in the 
Treasury buildings which la a fortified place. While on the subject^ I 
may add that the aeroplane . returned „to Gujranwala on the morning 
of the 15th and some bombs were again thrown* Some bombs fell in 
the neighbouring village! and caused, some casialiliei tr damage* Not 
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a single bomb or shot fell in the whole of the Oivii Station awa^ while 
some of the houses near and in the town were particularly marked out 

for attack. 

At about 5 in the afternoon, ( on 14*4, 1919 ) Deputy Uommissioiaer 
summoned the Magistrates and the Mnnieipal Oominissionars to the 
Treasury building. Lala DesraJ, Amar Singh and Mr. Liibii Singlii 
Municipal Commissioners with Munshi Din Mohammed, Tioe President, 
were some of the first there. 

As the Deputy Oommisaioner came out he asked as to how many 
people had been killed. The answer was that some 40 or 50 casualties 
had taken place. He said that he wissed he could butcher more and th'ai 
he was sorry that the Superintendent of Police had not killed more than 
he actually attempted in the morning. Then he retired. The rs«t o£ 
the time was spent, it would appear, in preparing a list of those to be 
arrested. The list was prepared, with the help only of the police officers 
and a couple of other persons, both of whom had always acted as in- 
formers to the police and the Deputy Commissioner. 

In the afternoon of the 15th arrests were made with a harshness 
and severity which were wholly arbitrary and vindictive in their nature. 
The principles, if any, on the basis of which the arrests were made 
would appear to be the following ; — 

(1) To arrest all those who were either signatories or speakers at 
the public meeting of protest held on the 6th, i.a, nine days 
before the occurrence. 

(2) To arrest those who were visible outside their houses on 
the 14th, irrespective of the fact whether they were assisting 

the police and the authorities, or not. 

At about 2-30 in the afternoon of the 15-4-1919, Colonel O’Brien, 
the. Deputy Commissioner, started arrests. There were about 80 con- 
stables and a similar number of European soldiers who formed them- 
selves into two separate processions, all the police and Executive and 
Judicial officials accompanying. Mr. Donalds, the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, had also joined them from Lahore. Everybody bad 
a revolver in hand and the officials were all equipped with arms anA 
, ammunition. The constables had fixed bayonets, and| the 


m 

^si 




■V 


pistols md two macHoc gins* An aeroplaoi was all along bofariog 
oTerhead. 

The process of arrest was attended with every ciroii®sfani» of 
indignity and humiliation* Donble handcuffs were asecl ; and pleadefii 
barristers, and other gentlemen of respectable position in life were in 
soma cases in their bed room clothes, some even without shoes and head 
dress of any kind* One Hiodu and one Mohammedan were chained 
together to ridcule Hindu Mohammedan unity, 

I had only a Kurta and jDhoti on when I was arrested# I was 
landcnffed in both hands and not even allowed to put on my eyo^glasiei 
by the Deputy inspsetor General of Police. When I winted to have 
my spectacles, he conternptuou-jly remarked,' ‘‘Surely you ate not going,, 
to read novels there/* I was then chained together ^ith Messrs, Labh 
Singh and Mela Ram, and placed in .charge of a Military guard* , When 
my two little children, aged 9 and 7 years^ began to cry on my sudff'*ci , 
arrest^ they were threatened to be shot down by Oolunei O’Brien, 
the Deputy Oommissioner, at which my son, Jairnaoi, aged 8 
years, went to him ruuning and persisted in^being shot* 

We were then taken to the Railway Station and made to stand in 
the sun on the railway platform, although shelter was available and 
even requests for water were met with evasion^ 

Alter half an hoar, the prisoners were marched ala rapid piCte 
through and round about the town, threats of bayonets and pistols 
were freely employed to force the march, ia fact, we were made to 


As soon as we returned to the Railway Station, both the Supeik* 
tendent of Police anj the Deputy Commissioner M^oniemptuously 
ridiculed me and in an insulting language, said t ‘‘ This tiny oreatara 
was making impassioned speeches* Look at his They used 

pmilar other phrases^in which conversation the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police also Joined, 

IDbe prisoners were seated in an open coal track, all chained to^ 
gather and surrounded by a military guard with fixed bayoneli* The 
truck was joined on to a reverse engine, the soot s noke and vapour from 
which had thoroughly blackened the faces of the prisoners by the time 
WO' reached Lahore. 
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As an inptanee*of tho treatment metei oat by the soWiers on the 
■way, it has to be mentioned ■with regret that one of the prisoners, when 
hla request for an opportunity to pass water was persistently refused, 
had to empty his bladder where he sat, bat the soldiers made him sit on 
the urine threatening him "with a bayonet thrust it he did not do so. 

The Lahore Railway Station was quite dark and seemed to be aa if 
deserted. Only one Kitson lamp was burning in front of the Ist and 
2nd class booking ofidee. The prisoners were then all taken out from 
theco'al truck, and our names called out by an European pro 

bably deputed for the purpose. We were then marched out ot tW , 
station and thrust into a motor lorry and its shutters were vigilentiy 
shut up on all sides. There were two armoured oars in front, besifitef 
one or Jtwo ambulance lorries which were occupied by soldiers and 
others. The aeroplanes continued to hoyer over our lorry 

At about nine in the night, the prisoners were taken to the Lahore 
C^ptral Jail. As soon as we reached there, we were forcibly pulled out of 
the' motpr lorry, and this brutal process caused a little scratch on my 
wrist 5 Lala Ealia Ram, aged about 70 years, suffered most. 

When we went inside the Jail, we' -were made to sit on our knees 
tu pairs. Our names were again called out and such of us as did not 
say, ‘Present sir’ were abused and insulted, and forcibly made to 
address aa ‘Sir’ The Superentendent of Jail, Mr. Cowan, I. 0. S., and 
the entire Jail staff were in attendance. Polios handcuffs were then 
removed and Jail handcuffs were put on both the hands instead. They 
are generally used in the case of condemned prisoners. Ever ypart of 
our body was carefully searched. Even our shoes were not spared from 
this process. Each of us was then shut up in a solitary oell 
One cell intervening between two cells was kept vacant so that we 
might not be able to talk to each other. The cells were fnllofmoa* 
qnitos and quite dark. We were given two half cooked ‘ Scti* * (bread) 
at about 12 p. m, when oar handcuffs were also removed. 

Our people at home had no knowledge of our whereabouts. They 
were not allowed permits even after they got information and had 
Consequently to travel by road to a distance of 24. miles on payment of 
gift 69 or a tonga. We were also not allowed to take bath ft* & 
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dayij and after stopping in tbe cells for full 21 honrs for three oonseco** 
tiire daySj we were allowed to ha^-a a stroll in front of onr cell only for 
ten minntes, two at a time* Abuses from the convict officiftli were 
freely hurled upon m Daring the night, every three honre^ we were 
required to answer the cal! of the patrolling convict official. We were 
supplied onr own food from. 20di or3Ut April, 19195 Ma!,’ rice and 
*rotf in the moraing and *roti and S'lgMnthe evening on a deposit of 
Ba* 20 only probably for a month or less. Interviewa were sparingly 
allowed, lasting for 5 to 10 minutes, during the time of our trial* in 
thO' preBenoe 1 0 both • the Superintendant and Jailor* who ; were Tory , 
keen to listen to every part of our private conversation. In fact, w# 
passed the first 16 days under conditions physically extremely trying. 


At the end of a fortnight or bo,, is** on 2-5-1919^ we were again 
taken to Gujranwala in handcuffs, and we remained ■, without a break 
in handcuffs for nearly 15 hours to get to Gujranwala from Lahore,' 
although ordinarily it Is a journej of 1|* to 2 hours only. We left 
Lahore-^ p.m,, and reached Gujranwala at 5-30 next morning. 

From the Jail to the Lahore Ball way Station which is almost 2 miles, 
we had to walk on foot with handcuffs, chained together and our beddings 
under our arms or over our heads. One anna per head was allowed 
for evening meals. 




The prisoners were sent to Gujranwala for identification, and were 
usually made to stand in the scorching ^ heat of the sun from 10 »♦ m, 
(sometimes earlier and sometimes at a bit later) to 4 to 5 p,m, every day* 
This process continued fcfr about a fortnight and the method o£ 
identification folio vred by Mr, Waee, Assistant OdminigBloner, in 
particular, and others in general, (except that of Sheikh Abdur Kahman , 
E. A. 0.) was not only unfair and unjast, but exceadingly prejudicM 
to the interest of the accused. And all that was being done at 'the 
express connivance of Colonel 03r!en, During the course of our stay in 
Gujranwala, three or four respectable youiigmen(on6 of them was 
probably a student of the Islamla High School) were caned in Jail by' 
Tommies for not salamlng Eiiropeans, in the very presence of Mr# 
Wace* We were taken to Lahore on the afternoon of 19th May, 
1919, when the same process was repeated as we had to experience 
while leaving for Qujranwaia a fortnight before. 




Reaching Lahore at about 10 in the night on 19th "May, 1919, the 
priaonera^ numbering soint 35, were shut up along with some half a 
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dozen more ia a small room at the Railway Station, known as “Station 
lock-np,” It was a veritable Black Hole. The prisoners spent the 
whole night without sleep or food, and under the most insanitary con- 
ditions. In the morning the prisoners were all handcuffed and taken 
to the Court of Martial Law Commissioners, No. 3, where we passed 
the whole day in handcuffs. 


We were then sent to Jail where we were again put In solitary 
cells, but restrictions were comparatively removed, and we wet® altowad 
more^time to remain out and also some facility to meet and Wdc to 
each other ; whether we got this indulgence through the kind courtesy ' 
of the jail staff or the Punjab Government could not be’ determined, as 
the attitude of the European Superintendent then in charge of the Jail 
was, on the whole, as had and reprehensible as ever. 

With respectlo the police jinvestigation, it is sufficient to make 
the following few remarks 


gentleman wKo,' a year or two ago, was in charge of the investigation 
of a bribery case, in which the accused was a judicial officer, and the 
case had to be withdrawn by orders of the Government, because the 
chief witness, when he was brought up before the Magistrate for Ms 
statement to be recorded, showed, up the police by divulging that the 
entries in his books has been forged, and that his account books has 
been tamperei with, He produced materials in corroboration of Ms 
statement. A comment on the police methods appeared in the 
“ Tribune.’^ 

That in procuring evidence against us (the accused), means were 
employed which were indistinguishable from intimidation of the worst 
description. Threats of prosecution were held out and it was pointed out 
that death was the only penalty for offences under which proBeouttons 
would take place. Such threats were openly and publicly made by 
the Superintendent of Police in the presence of respectable persons. 

That applications made against the police regarding the illegal pres- 
sure exerted by them passed wholly unnoticed. 


,e 0. I. D* officer in charge of the case, it is alleged, was a 


That quite a number of persons were prosecuted apparently for ao 
other reason than this that they ref^used to make statements according 

to the wishes of the police. 


That the defence witnesses from CJujranwala were brought 
Lahore under police escort and were terrorised. 


’ -r/ ' 1 
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The date originally fixed for the -trial was 12-6*1919 Whktb '‘ 
was abruptly changed to 2'6-1919, aad three or four days after this 
announcement it was again changed to 29 5-19 and thus the oouasei 
who were available for 12-6-19 or 2*6*19 could not adhere to the 
engegameni All this was apparently done to harry up and 
finish trial daring the time of the continuance of the Martial 
Law, 

The Martial Law Oommisaion tried such an important case is a 
most arbitrary and hasty manner and refused almost every facility and 
privilege usual in such cases to the accused. The attitude 
of the Martial Law Tribunal towards defence witness was hostile 
throughout. 

The pleaders and counsel for the defence were discouraged some- 
times with most insulting remarks and in a manner which was 
calculated to unnerve them wholly. In fact, they ware brow- 
beaten. 

: The counsel were told again and again that their presence iu the 
Coart was not as of right, but as a matter of grace and that they could 
be turned out at any moment 

No opportunity was permitted to the accused to engage counsel of 
their own choice from outside the Puojab, despite repeated applications 
to that effect. Some of the leading Punjab counsel refased to aooept 
cases before the Martial Law Oommissioos owing to reasons best known 
to them. The next beat were employed in the Lahore Leaders’ Case, 
The aoonsed in the Qojranwala case hal to shift for themselves as best 
as they could. And It is no exaggeration to say that they practically 
remained undefended. 

The list of defence witnesses was indiscriminately cut down by 
the convening authority. In my case even the local witnesses at 
Lahore were examined by ‘Interrogatories’ and this privilege 
itself was disallowed in the case of several important European and 
Indian witnesses. 

No opportuaity was given to the accused to make cross-examina- 
tion ot the prosecution witnesses, and - most of the important questions ; 
were either overruled, or full answers to them were not recorded. 

The treatment of the President of the Oommission, Mr. Broadway, 
was not only highly unbrcoming, but extremely partial and vindlotiye, 
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H« 'Waa more a prosecutor than a Judge. Every riff-raff of the proaeou- 
Mon side was given full 'and attentive hearing, whereas the best and 
meat respectable defence witnesses ( even Governments own title* 
holders } were openly disoonraged, ridiculed and contemptuously 
treated. 

Lastly, it is necessary to refer to the approver, the oiroumstances 
under which his statement was evolved and recorded and the probative 
value of his evidence. At the outsat,, it may be pointed out that the 
Court did not permit the accused to cross-examine the approver with res- 
pect to his character, a ruling which cannot be defended from any point 
of view. The approver had been a tailor, a mechanic, a petty contractor, 
etc., etc. He had been mixed up with various characters, was a man 
of little or no education and was not, therefore, entitled to the credit to 
which even a briefless barrister is prima faoie entitled. 

He was arrested by 20th of April, 1919, while his statement was 
not recorded before the Magistrate till the 26th of April, when it waa 
taken down in two instalments. His arrest and the promise of pardon 
synchronised. And it is difficult to explain the delay of six days in 
taking down his statement except on the hypothesis that the interval 
was employed to develop and elaborate the same. During the whole of 
this interval, Bhagat had been closed with the 0. 1. D. officers in charge 
of the investigation and right upto the time of his making a statement 
before the Oommission, he was kept scrupulously isolated from all out- 
side influence. The hand of concoction is clearly disaeraible in the 
statement ultimately manufactured. It is alleged that in his first state- 
ment before the police, the approver said nothing^that was incriminating. 
Indeed it is on the face , of it extremely absurd and extremely im- 
probable, a prim, that a number of responsible persons constituting, 
the cream of educated society at Gujaranwala should have expressed their 
willingness to support the people if the latter chose to cut wires or 
attempt to burn railway bridges. 

Further the happenings at Gnjranwala which have been obviously 
and admittedly the work of a disorderly mob, took place i'n broad day 
light and in the presence of the police and the Magistracy of the District. 
Had these been the result of a secret conspiracy, they would naturally 
have been committed clandestinely and over night and not in the open 
and flagrant manner in which they were actually committed There 
is a certain obvious incompatibility between a secret oonspiJaoy and 
anopen disorder. The gulf between the two is so palpable, tbil " 
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Court has not been able to bridge it inspite of the many shifts adopted 
for the purpose. As regards the approver it is not at all stirprising 
that a youngman should have yielded to the throats held oat to him 
by high plaoed’offloials. The possibility of which (throats of downright 
vengeance and brutal reprisal being executed, } was being daily proved 
by the dsclaration of Martial Law and the great demonstration of foroe» 
which accompanied the arrests and which continued its ever inoreasing 
demoralising influence fora pretty long time. Our houses were also 
searched on 26-4-19 and my little children and family could not oven 
have their food as the doors were all looked-up by the police in a 
most cruel manner under orders from Colonel O'Brien. 


From the 15th of April onward, there had been a regular reign of 
terror at Qujranwala. British Tommies were posted everywhere and 
the town wore a deserted look. All business was at a stand still. No 
man’s honour was safe. Extraordinary orders were issued by the 
Martial Lew authorities. Responsible peopel were flogged for omit- 
ting to folstn a passing soldierj nor were even the poor children 
spared. Never were such scenes witnessed in any town in India for 
the last half a century. 



As to the other arrests and proseoutioas, it is sufficient to add that 
they can be counted by hundreds, if not by thousaade. The trials 
were conducted without any semblance of a judicial form or require- 
ment. Indeed, the undisguised contempt of law and the lawyers were 
the rule of the day. The resulting misery and injustice can better be 
imagined than described. 

People were put on their trial jointly by hundreds, and the trials 
concluded in days,;if not In hours. Thha the^demoralisation was simply 
appalling and so was the magnitude of lujury wrought. 

These are the circumstances under which I, along with others, was 
sentenced to transportation for life which was subsequently reduced to 
2 yean as a so-called aot of clemency. 

After he announcement of the sentence, we were sent to jail where 
we had to wear ordinary prisoner’s uniform. Then we were sent to 
barrack No. 12 and put in iron cages whence we were removed to 
solitary cells designed for badma$}m and known as No. 14. In cells, 
we stayed on for about 8 or 9 days and most of us were flrst required 
to take up mm^ pounding, but then immediately alloted different jobs 
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in tldB Bindery^ "Tbe prisoners’* food in the Lalioro' ' Oentral Jail is 
the very worst stnff which even animals can hardly digest^ We had 
to put np with ik I was then temporarily, Ibrongh the conrlesy of 
Mr, L 0* Lall, the new Superintendent of Jail, placed in the European 
ward, along with Messrsi Labh Singh and D« Sarb Dial who became 
premanent incumbents there. I was also placed in charge of Quiniue 
^Factory. In the beginniagi the sO'Called Earopean prisoners raised a 
etorm of protest against our admission into the European ward', but 
they found us too strong to yield to their agitation and they soon be-* 
came friends. I continued here till such time a new ward known as 
16” was created. This was fixed up sometime by the 2nd or 3rd 
of July. 1 was shifted to this place along with 30 others, w 
had to put on ordinary prisoner’s uniform again. A for 
after the establishment of the ward, 15 of us were given out own 
clothes, beddings, and utensils. Later on, other inmates were also 
allowed this indulgence in batches. The food given to us here was 
one vegetable in the morning cooked in oil (after some time we got 
two vegetables) and 2 * rotis’ without ghee, in the evening dal of 
oats fried in ghee at the rate oSone tola p€r head; twice in a 
1 a week curd or meat and^^^ Wehad io make constant com* 

planints about bad vegetable in which we were ail along supported by 
the Medical Officer in charge. On the whole, the quality of the meal 
actually supplied was unsatisfactory, though the present Superintendent 
did all he could to combat the evil. This was mainly due to extreme 
‘^Corruption” in the Jail subordinate staff, Mr. I. 0. Lall was always 
f^prepared to* look to our necessities if the jail rules permitted him to do 
BOi Mis treat^^ 


^ ^ On 26*8-1919 1 was again transferred to the European ward in const* 
deration of my good work done while in charge of the Quinine Factory. 
Here 1 remained till 19-9-1919, when I along with Messrs, Duni Chand, 
Eitchlew, and Bashir were, tsansferred to the Montgomery Jail. We 
were all kept together there in a barrack with a spacious compound and 
were given no y^ork. Our compound was not only continuously locked 
for 24 hours, but a solid iron sheet was fixed up against the gale with 
a view to prevent us from^'^seeing '• any • other Inmates of the Jail, Wa 
, oicaglonalJy protested against this severe form of solitary confinemenl, 
but always got an evasive reply. Food was comparatively better there 
and we were also .allowed at our '‘expense the use of the » Oivil and 
^ Military Gazette " from 1404919 (after persistent urgings) mi iodal ' 
Jreligious books. ' 
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The Saperintendantat Montgomery was over strict specially with the 
political prisoners. Treatment was decidedly worse in the Lahore Central 
Jail before Mr. 1. 0. Lall took over charge. Mr. Cowan always csnsidered 
the people of our class as enemies of his race, and behaved with us most 

flndiotively. Most of those Martial Law convicts who were not con- 
victed in the Leader’s case were treated as ordinary prisonerB fl*ro!igfi- 
out the period of their incarceration and had to suffer all sortp of fiartf * 
ships and undergo almost every class of jail labour. 

Both daring the period of oar iindertrial and also over coiivicfioii 
the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner of Lahore visited as oner 
or twice. His Honour also saw as at Montgomery on the 842-rJlll aiict 
made a formal enquiry about oar health, etc., In a very com teocis 
manner. 

1 have never been a politician of any class or school, and mwmr 
took any part direct or indirect in any political movement ail my life 
; lam 41 years old now, and have thronghont been an extremely loyal 
and peaceful citizen of the Empire* My activities were mainly dlrocttil 
to the propagation of the **Sanatan Dharma,” as well as educstioirjil m& 
social work. 

The district of GujranWala was administered for about 2 years by 
Colonel O’Brien, the Deputy Oommisaloner, an over«t,al#us oiifsrt and' 
all who could not agree with him found themselves in a very 
Bant situation, I also became a victim of misrepresentations at the 
He is a most autocratic Anglo-Indian official and being a mllllary' 
officer needed no reasons or persuasion and understood little or 
nothing of logical arguments, I never cared to see him s) long ha 
was in Gajranwala. 

I was constantly absent from , Oujranwala from I t. ■■ 

54-1919 in connection with my business, which, as already staled abotis 
it was decided to shift permanently to Bombay sometime by the enti 0 ! 
April of 1919. In consequence thereof, it was arranged by the peoplf* 
of my communily and religious fraternity to present me with a fai^wei^ 
•address on the 744919 and I was, therefore, made to return back from 
Indore on 5-4-1919. (Vide Ex ; filed with my written Btatement befof# 
the Martial Law TribiinaL ) 

■never missed any opportunity, before or after the War, of wB" 
dering such humble service to the Government as lay In my^powerj^ tad. 
have eoniributed almost a lakh of rupees to various War Funds and loyal 
charities. The original receipts, vouchers and letters from both 
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aad Indian officials and other eminent gentlemen wece ti 

statement before the Martial Law Commissioners, 
each contribution has been given thei 


writtett 

' cnptivo detail of OYory 

this about 40 replies to the “Interrogatories” from iugn- 
officials along with the siatement oa oath of over 
have ampiy borne testimony to 


addition to 
dteias officials and non 
dozen highly respectable witnesses 
■the record of my loyalty. 

solely maintained myself till the date of my arreat 
-- ■ :aco8tb£E3. 63,000. This 

to commemorate His Majesty’s anspicioaa 
far amply justified its good name and fame afPsi'' 
by the educational authorities. Besides contributing men 
the School sent its Head Master, Mr; M. J. Maodernott B , A, 
Captain Maedernott, C. I. E , in November, 1914, to ieWO 
the Great European War. 


I founded and 

the King George Hindu High School at 

^.hool was started by me t. 

wisit to India and has so 1 ... 

*teit5S.od to 
• aad money, 

.<£. U.), now 
mfae Empire in 

; coat of about Rs. 2,000 a Dressers’ Class for training 

■ ■jUressers - for ‘"service oversea during the War. This was not only 
-aippreciated and publicly eulogised by Mr. Hamilton, I. C. S., Deputy 
, "icfominissioner, and Hon’ble Colonel flendlej, M, D„ I. M, S,, but also 
’l»y His Honour Sir Michael O’Dwjer, the Lieutenant-Governor, in hi» 
■Darbar speech on 9-8-1917. (Vide EuBi tiled with my written statement 
Sefore the Martial Law OjmEnisBion.ai 

I worked as Secretary of the District Imperial War Relief Fund 
©ommittee, and my services and handsome donation were not only puh- 
^lidy acknowledged by Dewan Tek Ohand. I. C. S , then Deputy Oona- 
‘jmissioner, but a special note of recommendation in connection therewith 
was sent to the Commissioner of the Division. I similarly made sub- 
•staetial contribution to the aeroplane. Red Cross, Y. M. 0. A., War 
ISm'.rgency Fund, War Loan and other War charities. 

I supplied a number of recruits for the Punjab University Doubie 
Cfem^any, Indian Defence Force, and clerks for Field service. 

My son-in-law and other relations joined the Army at my distinct 
^rsnasion and they are still out to Mesopotamia and other Centrea of 
War, 

I got a special certificate of merit (vote of thanks) from Hia 
Excellency Lord Chelmsford for rendering valuable serv ices “ and 
awaking handsome donations to the cause of St. John Ambulance ami 
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led Cross*’' I, had also the honour of receiving similar creileotials 
from His Excellency Lord Hardings. 

All the European and Indian officers at Gajranwala'^ with flie single 
■exception of Colonel O'Brien, had always been kind to me and had 
admired my philanthropic activities in various directions. The lk)g 
Book of the School and Hindu Public Library* (copies filed with the 
case) is another record to vindicate my position as an extremely loyal 
eitizen* ' ^ ^ 

No man in his senses could believe that business man with sncls 
a prominent record throughout could any way countenance the idea 
of cutting wires and burning bridges and waging %¥ar agalnat the King 
to perpetuate whose memory he started a High SchooL I would respect- 
tuily leave it to your goodselves to judge the absiirciity of gricli an 
:■ allegation against such a mao . 

The following specific allegations have been made against me by 
the Martial Law Oommission while passing the sentence upon me 

Teat I delievered an Impassioned speech against Howlatt Acf 
on 5 4 1919* and narrated the Delhi incidents* that 1 attended 
and took part in the meeting of the District Congress Committee held 
on 12-1-1919 . and another at my own house on 13-L1919; In th» 
latter the question of catting wires and burning bridges was dkensiod 
to which (though I at first disagreed) ■ I ultima tely agreed to suppot 
the people if they wanted to do that sort of thin gi ; tfial I delivered » 
speech on thw i4th moraing which caused resaalmeot agaliitt the 
Government, 

In reply to these charges I beg to submit as follows 

That speech delivered by me on the 64*1910 hats bean 
reproduced by me verbatim in my written statement before the Martial 
law CommiBSioa, There is absolutely nothing in it to show that there 
was said anything objectionable. It resambles the poll ca notes in all 
■respects, except that the police have misinterpreted certain 6C''iileiioea« 
.Hotwithstanillng tliah a large number of witnesses were prodiicficl % 
the prosecution, with the exception of Pandit Iqbal Xaraio* m officiil 
witness, not a single one of them has found anything objeclionabl© itt 
■'that speech* 

. As the Martial Law Oommissiciaers held this meellng tobeccitt*** 
'Stitutionalaadacquittedsome of Ihtaccuiei who had mUm 


Ilf 
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part in this meeting, I need ncrt argue this point at any grsatj length 
and the Judges were clearly not justified in taking into consideration 
the speech delivered by me at this meeting in determining my guilt. 

That I did attend and take part in the “ so-called” meeting of the 
District Congress Committee on the 12-4-1919 : It has been proved by 
every proseontion witness that not only was the question of kaHai 
discussed only after the formal meeting was over, but that even then 
the subject was entirely dropped. 1 cannot make out wherein my 
offence lay so far as this meeting was concerned. The very fact, 
moreover,' that Hakim Rai, pleader who presided over this meeting 
as well as over the meetitig of the 5th and also attended the meeting 
of the 4th was acquitted by the Oommission, shows that in their own 
considered opinisn none of those meetings was in thier way uncon- 
filftutiofial and it is altogether 'incomprehensible how on the 8|me 
evidence on which they came to this conclusion in respect of Sskim 
Hai, chine tea contrary conclusion in respect of my^^lf. 

* ’ J a» stated to have taken part in the meeting of the l8th where 
the quedi6n of cutting wires and the burning of bridges is ailegad tc 
ha¥6 been talked over and it is further said that both m jseif and 
tiabh Singh at first strongly objected, but after some discussion 
agreed to support the people, if they wanted to do that sort of things. 

In support of this allegation, as I have already stated above, no 
reasonable person with a knowledge of my record of loyalty am for a 
moment accept it; there is oniy one witness, the approver, and even 
his evidence is not corroborated by any other witness* The approve t 
also has since withdrawn and retracted all these allegations both in the 
High Court and before the Hunter Committee and explained fully the 
ciraumstances .which compelled him to become an approver and 
lell such bare-faced lies. The followtng points may be specially 
submitted for your consideration in this connection. 

Tie approver admitted before the Tribunal that ** he was recently 
made to resign his situation In mj company’* where alone he was 
practically makirg his living (about Ks* 300 a month)/ This fact of 
Ms income was not brought on record though the Court was per«^ 
sistently asked to do so* Is it a violent assumption that it was for the 
grudge he bore me on this account that "’he Implicated me in this 
connected and got up affair ? This point deserves special altenlioa when 
.It h borne In mlnd^that in the case of Hakim Eat the approved evidenoo 
with respect to his attendimce In this very meeting was not believecl on 
%lm ground of Ms bearing strained relations towards Mm- owin*-- Ic 
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•' ihiB forced resignatioB* Surely I was equally jeatitled to the benefit 
■of the same argnmeiit In circumstances that were precisely the same* 

Th© 8ppyov6r adiniitt6dl tb.&t li6 w&s & cotistatifc Tisitoif to ony 
house and that during the course of 4| years that he was in Gujranwsla 
he had never talked politics with me before this incident. Is it for a 
moment to be believed that snch a man could take me into his 
conEdence on such a delicate subject without even knowing my 
views ? 

The approver admits that my career throughout was very loyal 
and that 1 always took an active part in the various official jind non • 
official committees started during the continuance of the War and that 
I also contributed liberally to various War Funds and loyal charities. 
Surely, it was incumbent upon him to explain the sudden change of 
a loyal citizen like myself into a revolutionary. No suoh explanation, 
however is, forthcoming. 

That the absurdity of this allegation is further manifest from the 
approver's statement that this discussion took place when over a 
dozen men were present in an open place situate on a public road 
unprotected, unguarded and without any precautionary measures 
wfhatsoever. iSurdy no elaborate process of reasoning is needed to 
show tlmt it Was not at- such a place and in such circumstances that a 
conspiracy of the kind alleged would be hatched. The approver farther 
stated that among those present were Mr. S»rab Dial, Bar-at-Isiw, 
Hakim Rai Pleader, and Jagan Nath. The falsity of this statement is 
proved by the other prosecution witnesses, Manobar Lai and Bhim 
Sen, pleaders, saying that Hakim Rai came to my place after their 
arrival and that at the time they arrived no such talk was going on. 

Similarly, Jagan Nath has proved his absence after the 12th from 
Dujranwala by documentary evidence certified by important State 
Officials of Dhoraji State in Kathiawar, while Mr, Sarah Dial’s absence 
from Gujranwala was not only proved by number of most respectable 
defence witnesses, but by some proseqution witnesses as well. The 
Martial Law Courts were, therefore, not at all justified in believing 
so serious a statement on the sole and uncorroborated testimony cf a 
person who admittedly purchased his own liberty at the cost of so 
many of his innocent brethren. The most wonderful part of the 
thing is that the Court readily gave the benefit of the doubt on the^ 
same point to one accused (ffiikim Rai) and believed his oUK 
while in the ease of others the approver's fabrication was accepted, 
as true. 



m approver stated that he bad been told by Ohnni Lai, oneoff 
the accused, that the latter wonld barn the Kangniwala Bridge {■li*' 
fact the only bridge near Qujranwala, others are small onlvorts). 
As a matter of fact, this bridge was not touched at all, while even 
the two culverts that, were partical ly burnt were notbnrat by Chuci 
Lai as prosecution evidence itself has conclusively shown. 

According to the statement of the approver, Bebari La! was tc 
cut the wires oa the night of the 13th of April, 1919. There is no 
evidence on record to show that Behari Lai cnt the wirea at all or own 
attempted to do so. As a matter of fact the wires were admittedly 
cnt about 9 a.m. on 14»4-1919. before the very eyes of the 
‘ nperintendent of Police by men not even remotely ocnnected with the 
Crojranwala Leaders’ Case and who were convicted in another case. 

The approver and the Saperintendent of Police have themselves 
admitted that the people of the town were themselves keen on the qoes- 
tiOB of the hartal and that the feelings ran very high in the town aftei* 

passengers of the trains that passed 


countrymen were b 
and Amritsar 
|‘||i;fj‘®®nclnsively that the res 
rest with me and m; 
I'f v'i'' Superintendent of Polil 
that they knew at 1 p, n 


me this question. It is scarcely 
lection that unless the townsmen 
persuasion, howsoever strong, it 
ed possible a complete hartal a* 
loss to them, which at least an 
0 suffer, in these days of dire 


End confnsloB# Thi0 mosHiig ot fcho 13th.i es itEtdd by md 
MarMal Law Commissioaers and whiob was fnlly rntmUmtei hf 
respectable defence evidence, was convened to dieenss Ike qnestioa of “ 
future management; of tbe King George .Hindti High School. Mot?^ov0r» 
It was parely » gathering of a few friends with absolutely nobici’ 
design in view and hence it was so open. 

fhe last allegation against me is that I spoke at the meeting of 
14th, arousing resentment against Government In reply to tlifS 
allegation, I beg to point ont that 

'{a) the police took no notes of this meeiing, and that ont 
many prosecution witnesses^ none e^ccept Manolmr Lai, pleader, mad© 
this statement As for Manohsr Lai, pleader, lie has himself admitterl 
that his father has owed me Bs. 2000 for the last four yo'irs, and that 
debt has not yet been paid in spite of threats of litigation. Ills iaibiir,^ 
Des Raj, has also admitted this fact in his evidence for the prosecfiiicm* 

(b) Manohar Lai was himself the prime mover of the agitation . 
against the Rowlatl; Act, but was saved mysteriously by twriing a 
proseention -witness, It was worthy of nolo in this connect iou Hial' 
while making a genera! [allegation against mo, this wifncjss diil not 
refer to any specific passage in the speech as being objectionable# As 
for the speech Itself I spoke for about 15 minutesaiul the only Huliject 
I dwelt upon was the„*/Hindii Mohammedan unify’’ a reference) to wliiefe 
iiad become essential for allaying the public feeling that had I»ea 
aroused by the public exihibltion of a slaughtered calf and a pig, Htro 
I would refer you to my ** IntsefrogatorlCB’* by Mr. Batnes* Senfor' $m% 
Judge, Gurdaspur ( Fan jab), regarding Manohar L%f s charactcf^ iliSi 
with the Martial Law Oommission’s record. Ho, belter testimony i«.. 
naeded# ' . 

This is the sum and substance of the entire case against me* ’ What 
was vouchsafed to me In the name of justice In this unfortunate 
Province, I mast submit, was something very different. To put a maa, 
of uniinpeachable loyalty in solitary cells for two months as an iincier-**^ 
trial prisoner, to handcuff Ms both hands, and to parade Hm Ifw# 
Ihroughout the town under Police and Military escort with bayooeta. 
fixed and machine guns in the front, and an aeroplane above on the 
head, to carry him to Lahore in an open coal true ir, torefuiehiua 
drinking water throughout, to ruin his business by his sudden arre^i, 
to pat him lo a loss of thousands of rupees in conducting Ms ease, 
declare Mm a conspirator, to sentence Mm in the first instance to 
years’ transportation with forfeiture of property, and as a ' natural 
consequence turn cut Ms young wife and infant cMldren fromth*^^ 



Chyianwftla-iro. S65 eonH & 566. 


ko.» pmilMs .nd de,«ld of all tkair toloogtag, and than to 
ato^otatha aaataoaalo loo jaats' rigoroua imprlaonmenl asaoaot 
« aUaiaaar, «.d all Ihl, for oo othar faolt or gravar ollaooa llao that 
ofatiandiog a aoopla of jablio maatlogaaf ao abaolalaly ooaatitatlooal 
al«aol» aad dalir^ag . .paaoh agaiaat tha Eowlatt Aot . .hi. la 
sralher Eogbab jnahca aa we m thia conntry cherlahed ao long, nor 
atateamapahip. It waa a boteaaeraUe soolum aod TiadialireoeaB which 
was perpetrated ttttder the distinct approval o! Sir Michael O’Dwyer 
with the genuine support of the Anglo-Indian officials of the type of 
Messrs Thompson, Dyer. Elliot, Johnson and others to crush down 
every kind of political activity in this Province once for all. 



Sir Michael O'Dwyer was a member of that band of autocrats who 
endeavour to uphold the legend of their infallibility with a devotion 
4 nd fanafioism unsurpassed by a ooUege of Cardinals, Me was 
impatient, obdurate apd obstinate,, and in hi 8 impioMS 5 eaIto iHit «iM«ii , 


' ... ..." .. — 

ihe educated classes of the Punjab with one stroke of the pen has oattaed 
all this terrible disaster, m order, and 


# this tnrriWe disaster, murder, and, incarceration of so Sy^fflS 


' , . ODD . 

ms St aiment of Lala Amar Nath, B. A., L. L B„ 
i it grade, Oujranwala, 


I am a member of the District Congress Committee, Guiranwala and 

w pleader of 19 years' standing. I am also President of the GaTmnwMa 
Arya Samai and Vice President of the Gopal Gaushala, GujLnwala 
lam also Secretary to the District Khatri Sabha and Hindu Sabha* 

0«l.e,aca a.,, cl ih. 


»' 30,000 people and ha. ,1, 

h gu Bohpols, dt college and maiiY gfirls^ sphnnia tv/t 

fc fh. cii“hr„rc7i.rsir “““ 

laach 80 that there was no W«7 ni, * calm, so 

-ala. I. wa. „n "h S ^ 

«Mdhl',Saljag,ahaVoV7d .L,^ “>”• “tabont Mr. 

, , J' grana vow and obaeuvnjg a ham and fasting on..^; 
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April as a mark of prciesfc agamsfc the passing of the Rowlatt Act 
against the wishes of the people and in the teeth of their opposition. 
So an informal meeting of the members of the District Congress Com- 
mittee and some other friends was held at my office, in which it was 
discussed and decided that a pnblic meeting of protest be held on 5th 
April. Efforts were made to get the notice printed locally, bat ths 
proprietors of these presses, one and all refased to print the notice, 
and so it was thought expendient to get them printed at Ijahore. 
Accordingly, this was done at Lahore. A public meeting was thua 
held in an open space near my office. Four resolutions were passed 
•dealing with the passage of the Rowlatt Act and protesting against it. 
It was also resolved that cables be sent to the King-Emperor through 
the Secretary of State for Indiaj and telegrams be despatched to the 
Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor. It will not be out ot place 
•here to mention that before the meeting was held, Mr. Labfa Singh 
and Mr. Dyal, advocates, and Lala Mela Ram, pleader and my self 
were called by Colonel O’Brien and Earned that if any meeting was 
held all four of as would be held responsible if any disturbances 
took place that day. We were told that Government desired that 
so far as possible, few meetings should be held in the Province. But 
as we were quite confident that thp meeting would be peaceful 
and loyal, b®8id09, such a measure being a constitutional one, w© 
requested the Deputy Commissioner and Mr. Heron, Superinten- 
dent of Police, who was occupying a chair by the D, C. to grace *ii« 
meeting with their presence. 

On the 6th, Gujranwala people observed, a hartal in a perfectly 
peaceful way. This sudden and unprecedented success upset Colonel 
f O’Brien, the Deputy Commissioner, who had, bn the night of 6tfa and 6tli 
•- April, immediately after our meeting ordered a meeting of Municipal 
Commissioners and Magistrates to be convened in the Municipal Hall to 
dissuade the people from observing hartal on the dth. This success 
in the observance of hartal and fasting by the people, inspite oC 
the Colonel’s and his subordinates’ efforts to the contrary, enraged 
him and so he was furiously anxious to avenge the ■ disrespect done 
to him, as he fancied it to be so. It may be mentioned here thsA 
■the Colonel had always boasted to be the right hand .man and 
trusted lieutenant of Sir Michael O’ Dwyer. 

After 7th April, there was absolutely no talk of politics. Th© 
. atmosphere was quite cool and calm. On 12th April, there was agida 
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a meeling of tho District Congscss OotDtnittee to olcot delegates to 
the Jnllunder Ooaferenee. After the meeting, some merchants and 
shop keepers came in and expressed themselTes ansions to observe » 
Jiartal on the Ba.i$hakU day owing to the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi* 
The District Congress Committee was against it and so the matter 
was dropped. 

The feeling [for the hartd, however, getting stronger and 
stronger in the town, it came off bat naturally and spontaneously on 
4he 14th of April, Learning that the people were bent upon suspend" 
ing business on the 14th, the members of the District Congress Com* 
mittee arranged to hold a public meeting in the town . on the evening 
fit 14th April, to be presided oyer by Sardar Bahadur Narain Singh 
and Narain Singh, pleader, was to be its Secretary* , 

On the morning of the 14 th, wrhen the ^asln fall swing 

Ihe sad news of the massacre at JalliiiiWala Bagh in Amritsar spread 
:.iKa«W®.,sl^|*ps«pl 0 ,,o£ Qujtaiiwala ‘through the passengers of a train 
ifaatrettohadtheroatjT a.m, instead of at midnight. There was a 
. rush of the Bailvfay Station of the Biishakai people who were 

;. ,SOiagto Wazirabad to attend Baishakai fair there. The Amritsar 
; -massacre news had excited these people a good .deal, the majority of 
, them already being under the influence of drink. 

While some of the Municipal Oommissioners anl the members 
of the Dffetriot Congress Committee were marching together through 
me Sakars to see that everything passed off quietly as on Cth April, 
the news was brought that the carcass of a dead calf was hanging 
6y the Katchi Bridge. People were alarmed to hear this and some 
of them exclaimed, '• it is the doing of the police.” Under these 
circnmstances, it was thought advisable to quiet and calm the people 
fearing lest there be a rupture between the Hindus and Muhammedans, 
While marching onward, the news was received that the BakhakM 
people had stopped the train and tried to damage the bridge by setting 
® bn ’#re. On hearing this, it wan thought expedient that every 
effort should be made to quiet the disturbance and allay the feelings 
®t the public by short speeches. The Municipal Commissioners then 
went to the Eailway Station and the Bridge, and short speeches on 
Satyagr^a and Hindu Moslim unity were delivered by myself and 
Mohammedan friends. As the gathering grew too large for the plao® 

iBe meeting dispersed and another was addressed in the Niyaio. Th® 
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speeches were lojal md moderate ia'tone* EverylhiBg had quieted 
l)y this timej The people were calm and quiet, when Bomh wounded 
persons who had been fired upon by Mr. Heron were brought there* 
But fortunately a large number of people had left the place before 
their arrival, aa practically the meeting being overn only a few persons 
were loitering there. This news spread in the town. The mob on 
the Katohi Bridge which had been fired upon had followed the 
Superintendent to the Railway Station, because they were excited by 
lais act of firing. It was this crowd which grew larger and larger and 
which at last caused the disturbances at the various places, * 

At about 3 in the evening when the buildings were still on lire 
(no attempt having been made by the police to put out the fires) 
aeroplanes arrived, Four bombs were dropped, two of whicli exploded 
and two remained iinexploded. All four fell in the town. The two 
that exploded ^caused many casulties. One bomb was dropped at 
Ghorjakh, a village about a mile from the town and where my residence 
is. It exploded, but did not hurt any one. Two more borabs^ were ' 
thrown at Dhulla village close to Ghoijakln One oC tliem burst, causing 
some casualties, while another remained unexplodeti It wm thrown 
fey the people into a well* ^ It weighed 201bs, In the eTening, a very 
large number ^of the Wounded persons was brought to the hospital and 
the Assistant Surgeon vary sympathetically dressed all the caiw. 
There was a flood of blood in the two rooms of the dispensary as I 
passed through them^ Arms and legs of a' very largo number' df'podp# 
were amputated* Some of them died the followinf 
from machine guns fitted up in the aeroplanes also hurl some people, 
some of whom succumbed to the injuries. 

On the morning of .the 15th, there were no disturbances in th# 
town, nor in any of the surrounding villages which had all along been 
quiet and undisturbed* But to the surprise of the people, an aeroplane 
appeared over Ghorjakh again and threw a bomb which burst ami 
splintered a house to pieces. It was rumoured that it was aimed at my 
house where eight children of mine and the other members of the 
family lived, but providentially, the aim was missed. Another bomb 
fell on the boarding House Kitchen and did some damage* The people 
were bombed when the disturbances were over. The people were also 
uoarmed. It is said that even after my arrests the aeroplanes kept 
flying over my house for some dtetys to terrorisse my family and to 
create alarm* 

On 15th evening at about 4, we were arrested indiscriminately 
.and handcuffed in pairs, chains also linking the various pairs. Some 
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■ of ns were not allowed even to pnt on onr shoes or head-dresses, 
€Kiarded by military guards we were led to march through the Btraets 
over a distance of about 2 miles in the sultry rays of the sun. The 
courtesy of even water for drinking was denied us. We were eshibited 
in the streets where we were respected by the people simply to heap 
indignities upon us. Then we were marched back to the Bail way 
Station, led by the Hindu Mohammedan Municipal Commissioners and 
followed by the guards, the police and the Lewis gun^ as they were 
called. We were '.all in handcuffs and were put in a coal truck. Two 

■ engines drove the truck and the face of one of them was turned towards 
the .truck we were in. We were told that the engine had machine guus 
<atid that aeroplanes kept fiying overhead up to the walls of the lahord 
, Jail where we were taken on alighting from the train in the night to 
; fee, fUtiia, solitary oeUs. On our way, I happened to ask a tidier 
^ onr destination was and what our destiny was to be. He fey;, w 
.of his fingeres round his neck, indicated that we would be beheaded 
at some unknown place. 

a respectable money lender (d ctujaranwala, felt 
' water. 'He was not' permitted to move and 

was compelled fo 'make water through a hole in the truck. As a 
•quahtfty of it Could not pass through the hole it spread over the bottom 
of tbetrhck. Poor Anant Ram was ordered to squat on the urine. 

; , . ‘ Another incident in the truck remains to be mentioned. Just while 

the truck left the railway yard cold water was sprinkled over our clothes 
and faces and then the coal dust from the engine was profusely 
thrown over us, literally to blacken our faces, according to Ool. 

' O’Brien, whose favourite expression it was to the most respectable and 
leading .Set* of the town, when immediately after our arrests ha 
appeared on the scene of indignities. For over two weeks we were put 
in solitary cells, where for the first three or four days we were not 
permitted to walk out even for a minute, and during which period the 
cursed jail diet, with stinking Dal, Mawar and vegetables cooked in oil 
wfih two half cooked pieces of bread (if yon can call it so) made of 

’ S Siven us. Even animals would 

e te tat, tu, ,. 0 d «™a on. lonn,.. ^ 

and two iron cups with a mat and pitcher for 'water .formed our whole 

i> This was the furniture provided to us. After over two weeks w! 

»«iranwal8. We were led to march from tht Jail 

to the Kbi] way Station in the snltry Ban ot May. Wo wet. In hanitnnM. 
^ ^..n.d to,..h,r in a ,anb. We w, ZTint^S 

were given one an.. »,h ae one diet money on the,^. ^ 
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about two in the afternoon, to nine in the night we were ordered to 
equant on the burning stones of the railway platform at the Lahore 
Station. While marching han dciiffed from the Jail to the Station^ we^ 
carried onr beddings on onr shonHers snpported by the hand^ 

We had to pass the whole night quite awake in the train as wb 
were put in the prisoners^ van and had still handcuffs and chains on^ 
They did not permit us to sleep. It was impossible to do so. At 5' 
a. m, we reached Gujranwala, a distance of 40 miles from Lahore. Then 
after over two weeks we were again taken back to the Lahore Jail In 
handcuffs before the public gaze. At Gujranwala, and again at Lahore 
we had our own food during the under-trial period. We werej the first 
time at Lahore and then at Gujranwala, ordered to sleep inside. 

It was on I7th June that death sentence was pronounced on me. 
A few days before, I had heard the news of the death of my son-in-law 
at Nagpur (Central Froviee). He was a Sub-Divisional Officer there 
and married to my daughter only a year and a half ago. From 17th 
June to 2nd or 3rd July I was confined in a condemned cell, far worse 
than even the solitary ceils. Here for 17 days I had the ordinary J»i!l 
diet- and was not allowed to leave the cell. It was a living death for 
17 days, 

'While ■ in the condemned cell, I recived the news that my mother- 
^ less children, my wife having died a years before, whose ages ranged 
between 5 to 22 years and my daughter-in-law, the daughter of a very 
^respectable pleader and recently married, were driven out ‘ottM bbti#- 
by the police/ who after the forfeiture order took po’ese^lon Af Mf"- 
property. My children were not allowed even to take cooked food with 
them* They were not permitted to take- their ordinary bedding, or 
washed clothes, or shoes. The motherless children, who had by the 
death sentence^against their father become fatherless, became home* 
less and penniless. They had to pass the whole night in the streets. 
The neighbours and relatives were thr^tened that if any person gave 
them shelter, he would have to bear the consequences of the Martial 
Law* For about wo months two constables were put at my house, two 
Et my bakkah^ two at my stables and two at my office In the town, the 
first three houses being at Ghorjakh. For about a week after leaving 
the cell, I was put in the ordinary barrack along with other prlsonera, 
my dress being a small shirt, a coarse nicker and a khuddor cap. Then 'a 
special Indian ward 'was created, and we were allowed our own bedding 
and clothes. We were given a special diet superior to the ordinary 
Jail diet, but much inferior to the diet given to the European convietp.; 
aven of the worst type* Inspite of our best efiorts, we could not 
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. euccsd in getting for onreveaingvegetab lea which were cooked 

in oil. The result was that many of ns got fever and influenza too. 

A very large number had soar throats and cough, because we were not 
accustomed to use oil to cook vegetables. 

It would be interesting to note that even in winter, one day, it was 
rumoured that the jailor wanted to remove the window shutters of our 
barracks, thus exposing us to the mercy of the cold winds, l^'ortnnatoiy 
the Superintendent happened to pass by and we in a body recjuested 
him that the windows should not he removed, pointing out that the 
European prisoners got 4 seer fuel each day; while we were not even 
allowed to sleep with shut windows- He was moved by our appeal 
and ordered mercifully that the windows should not be removed. 

The whole clamity ended on 21th December when the Royal 
Frockmatiou ordered our release. We were released at about 8 iajtteh; 
night and senf by tongas to a convict friend’s house nwirby. ‘ ‘ - 

MM* 

, , 0©7 

Mela Ram; B. A., Pleader, Gujranwala. 




Bel weeri 30tli , March and 6th April, Mr. Gancihfs letter asking 

observe the 6th of April as a day of national protest and of 
iiiMhaticin and prayer appeared. In consequence of this, a meeting 
■of protest against the Rowlatt Act was held on the evening of the .'ith of 
April at the open places adjoining Lala Amarnath Pleader’s otliie. 
Notice of this meeting was circulated and I was one of the signatories 
as well as a speaker at the meeting which undoubtedly was a great 
snocoss. On the morning of the 5th of April, Lt. Ool. A. J- O’Brien, 
District Magistrate, Gujranwala, sent for Messrs Labh Singh and Sarah 
DyalOhopra Barristers. Lala Amarnath, Pleader, and myself and the 
following conversation took place in the preseuce of Mr. Heron, the . 
Boperirvtenent of Police : - 

’ ‘•"‘•"at lMjoapsopl.ar.ga. 

f ^ sot no objectiou to your fasting, but I have a duty 

tir w“’ “ document which he had on the 

tab e before him) and that is this, that if persuasion or pressure ib 
brought upon people to suspend their business to-morrow, it will b« 
treated as interference with public tranquility, and it is no use hauling 
^Hooocent and Ignorant people. I will hold you people respenolW* 


m 
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Mela Ram ;- Sir, I dojiot believe in the effioaoy of fostiag', nor do I 
intend to fast ; bnt if there is a general fast in the town, I may. I assore 
yon that I have absolutely no inflaence in the town and 1 for one will 
not ask any one, or use my inflnence in any manner to observe haHal 
io-morrow. I do not at all know if there is going to be any JmHal to- 
morrow ; bat I must say that there will be a pnblio meeting ibis eveniog 
hieh, I assure you, will be conducted in the most desirable spirit and 
to which I invite you along with Mr. Heron. 

D. 21 : — What is the meeting about ? 

M To protest against the Eowlatt Act. 

» Z>. M. —Have you got a copy of the Eowlatt .Act ? 

M. B. No. 

D. M. : —My dear man, what is the use of protesting against an 
Act which you do not know. 

M. i?.: -“Excuse me, Sir, 1 have read it and i was reading it 
this morning, but I have not got the Act with me here, 
^^Here the D. M. asked bis clerk if he had a copy of it in the 
office. He was informed that there was none). 

D. M. What is the Act about ? 

M, B. '-—It is to prevent anarchical and ravolobionary crimes. 

]), M. Well, what have you got to say against this ? Do yon not 
want this ? 

K B . I am not against it. Doit by all means, but the pri^dSlw 
adopted in the Act is such that it is bound to involve iattooeo*" 
person, and it is very repugnant to the judiotal instincts which 
1 have irobibed at the Bar. You, as a Magistrate, go on pre- 
sumptions and convict persons, but we at the Bar know that 
some guilty persons are let off and the innocant convicted under 
the ordinary procedure of ihe Oourtsi There will be more 
such miscarriages of jnstice under this Act. 

J). J/. ; - Don’t you think, it will ba foolish to protest now ? 

3i, B. : -Tnis is a matter of opinion. But I assure you. Sir, that 
I will not let your good name suffer in the District, and I one© 
more assure yoa that the meeting will be conducted in the 
spirit that has been conveyed to us by you, that is to s»y, no 
compulsion or pressure will be advised. If it is your order 
that the meetiog ehcaldnot be held, we should be given to 
‘nnderstand so. ’ 
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D. M, s-^Well, I have told you ■what it ^as my daty to inform, and 
yon may do the rest ag yon choose. 

At this stage the eoavarsation ended, and after once more assnring 
the D. M. and the S. P. that the meeting would be qniet and orderly, 
the lawyers -withdrew. 

The meeting in the evening was very largely attended though the 
notice for it was very short. It was nndonbtediy condncted in the spirit 
conveyed to the authorities. There was absolutely no exhibition of 
any anthgovernment or anti-Enropean feeling. All the speeches were 
gnarded and moderate in tone. Four resolutions were passed, viz, 
L Kowlatt Act protest. 

Expecting Gnjranwala to observe 6th April as a day of hamilia® 
tion and prayer. 

Condemning the action of the Delhi authorities in firing on the 
mob. Expressing sympathy with the families of the 
sufferers. 

OomoaHnication of resolutions, 1, 2 and 3, to the Press and the 
authorities, also to Mr. Gandhi and Hakhim Ajma! Khan o: 

Delhi. 

There was havtal in the town on the 6tfl of April. Itknow nothing 
about the details of it as I did not move ont of my house at ail, and 
aoaording to the undertaking given, I did not persuade anybody tc 
close business. In fact, my next door neighbour carried on his 
construction work on the /rartaZ day, and I did not give even a gentle 
hint to him to close. Nothing happened betwsia 7tb and 11th 
ApriL On 11th April, a District Durbar was held to give a farewell 
address to Lt. Col. A.' J. O'Bfien. I was invited to it, bat as I 
did not attend, I do not know what happened at it. On the litth of April 
Colonel O’Brien left by the Bombay Mail for Dmbalk to which piaSf; 
he had been transferred, I left by the same train, accompanied by 
my younger brother, Captain R. R. Anand, who was to go to Ader 
after the expiry of his leave, I saw him off at Lahore on the night, of 
the 12tb, and returned to Qujranwala on the midnight of 13ih April 
after spending the whole day in Lahore. I rose late from my bed on the 
morning of the 14th of April, and I saw nothing on that day as I did not 
at all move out of my house. I reside in the Civil Station, No crow ! 
passed my way. On 15th April, I moved out of my house at 2 p, to. 
and went np to ray neighbour’s where I was talking to Mistri Glmlait; 
Basni. I was bareheaded at the time and had my slippers on, While 
there, the entire police force which was armed at the time came along 


§il3mMwMa'-No. M7 ^45 

the road aod stopped jast ie fronfi of me- ; and' levelled their guns with 
bayonets at ine« The ■ ■ Superintendent, of Police ; stepped forward and 
coming near nie saidj ^®By order of the District Magistrate I arrest: yon^^ 
He at one© ordered a constable to come forward and handonff me« When 
my left hand was cuffed^ he ordered the,, constable to cuff my right hand 
also. This was done .so mercilessly that the cuffing pioched my hand 
and the blood came ont, which has left a scar behind. I was then placed 
in the middle of the police file and made to march qoickly to the bonse 
of Lftia Hakim 'E.ai who was not there.' Then- the ' entire police force 
proceeded to th© office , of Diwan Mangal Sen, and from there to' Ms 
house. On the way to it, Mr. Labh Singh was arrested, handcuffed in 
both hand« and placed along with me. On reaching the honse, we found 
Mr, Donaldft D. I. Police and Lieutenant .Colonel A. J, O^Brien 
there* who^ along with the local officers of the police, entered the house 
and arrested Diwan Mangal Sen who was wearing a dhoti at the time 
and was bareheaded. He was similarly handcuffed and placed with ns. 
It was after great reluclanoe that he was allowed the use of his oap^ 
and the request for wearing his spectacles was forthwith refused by 
Mr. Donald. After some minutes, Lalas Amar Nath and Hakim Rai 
were also arrested from th© house of D« Mangal Sen and w© were than 
bfoogbt to the Railway Station, Shortly after our arrival, Lala 
Ralk Ram, Governor of th©' ^.arukul, and P, Diwan Ohund who 
happened to be at the Station ware arrested and all of ns then were 
marched out of the Railway Station to the town where farther arrests 

were iniended to be made. We were 'accompanied by all the 
Municipal Oommissioners and two of them, a Hindu and a 

Mohammadan walked in front of us to scare away the people. Besides 
the entire police forcei we had about 50 British soldiers, with a 
machine gun, on our right and left and an aeroplane was flying over 
onr heads all the way into the town and back to' the Railway Station#; 
After making 22 arrests in alL we were marched back to^ the R,ailwaj- 
Station and were then eeated into an ©pen coal truck guarded by 4 
police men and 25 armed British soldiers, an aeroplane ' overhead and 
'armoured railway engine, iu front. We were taken, with ail hurry to 
the , Lahore. Central Jail and admitted into itJ. at 8-30 p« m% On I5th 
.April, . 19.1J. , Soon, after^ 1 was placed in a solitary., cell and was not 
' brought out ofil for the first 7,2 hour's, except for a few minutes thi 
next, " moriimg, when the assistant' ■ jailor took down my dascription ia 
the Register^ I had to meat all my wants in the 10 x 10 x 18 cell, I 
was, allowed no bath, and i w,aa'- given' the ordinary jail food which was 
30 . na«,8eatiQg, and ■ repulsife 'that I refused to lake it mi hid to lift 
IS , 
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1. j wamtt Two rags called Wankets and a mati made my 

•* rdt'it Tffl l T m. to 

call, that the g.a.i. «" i«‘S S*™ “S';*- ‘‘ a” 

gefleep. After .e«. 4«y». «■« , V rrcf tod 

Lmoved and we were then allowed to nse our own beudmg, got food 

removed by the jail authorities at our own expense, 

■sanctioned and preparea uj «« j ,, 

got daily b.th,a»d ».ra allorrad to mo« oat the cel,, lor M . 

Lr erety day. Aft,, IS day.’ .toy iu the Lahore Oeotr.1 J.d, rrejere 

ta”r«L to G.ir.a«l. "O-or to. mo.t dr.tr....og e.rcam.taa^ 

WeWttb.L.hor«'Oo»tralJ«il»t 2 P “■»« “ ““S' 

• UAU ,1 nf nnfl was chained to the left hand of another. In the 
b ^d we were required to Carry our beddings and we were thus 

"arlhirriLtoroCoo^^ to tb, L.hore Kai to.y 

Station a distsnoe of about 3 miles. We were kept at the railway 
platform for hours and were given an anna each for out dinner at 
Lht At midnit^ht we were shoved into a prisoners carriage where 

:fa,uld ao. it .oy -'“P 00 ..— •“ho 

„,eihod of Chaining adopted, Wedhus ^ 

were then ada.itted into the Jail. My chains were then taken off. My 
hand was sortd so much that 1 kept feeling the pain for the next week. 
After being for 18 days in Gojranvtala i was sent to the Lahore with 
a batch of 15 more to take my trial before the Martial Law Com- 
mission. Fifteen of us were proseooted before^ the Commissioners, 
when charges were read to us and a long date given for the trial to 
beuin Aftsr two or three days, we were again brought in chains from 
the Oentral Jail before the Commissioners, when we were informed that. 
ottrTal would begin lOdays earlier than the day fixed before. Two 
days after this, we were told that our trial would begin after two days 
before a newly constituted Commission. This hurry about our trial- 
created strong doubts in our minds that this was k-ing purposely 
roshed through. We were no doubt seriously handicapped at the trial 
We oonld not avail of the services of emiueni counsel from outside the 
Province. Tho local senior counsel refused to accept our briefs and the 
help of the janiors that defended ns was very little when they were 
often told that they were working on the suftarance of the Oommis* 
sioners. Tbe evidence that was recorded was only to .serve as 
a inemorandam for the Commissioners, and this undoubtedly Com- 
promised tha position of the accused very much, as they could not 
insist upon the full words of the witnesses , to be recorded except 
Ih q i Mi favouring the prosecution. Bailway traffic was praotioaliy ol©«^ 
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Oir relatifes eoiiki only iea?a Gajfatiwala Oft obtiiaing permits from 
the military wMck were more refosad than given in those days* I hid 
tlms to depend myself' under so verj mmy aiifairotirable circa'mstaiica^ 
that I began serionsly to doubt if I woftld at all be acqftifctedj aitfaotigh I 
waS'^qnile iDcoceftt of- Ihe ebarges-freferred 'against me* I; ■ was., how’” 
0W| ultimately acquitted do; my snrpiisa- and ioteos© - relief after 
Undergoing 'great - expaase and mantal and physical injuriei. 
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Notiee undiv Martial Lata Euh No, 2, 

Gujrawwalat 

As W0 have eome to kaow that some shop-kaepars who Hv® 
within the Manicipal limits of Gajraawaliij ahnfe np their shops when 
the army and the police people go to than? to pnrchass articles, or that 
they refose to sell the articles to the army or the poliea soldiers for a 
reasonable price. Therefore, the nndermentioapd orders are issued 
that after the pnblioation of this notiee those shop-keepers who would 
be found acting as mentioned above, would be arrested and they woald 
be liable to be punished by flogging. 

(Sd.) F, W. Berbery, 

18th April, 1919, Lt. Colonel. 

Officer Oomamnding, 

Translated : District Oujrauwala. 

(Sd.) Ghnlam Husain, 

S.D.M. 
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The statement of Sardar Bhan Singh, son of Barclaf Sukha Sinc/kj shop^ 
h^psTt Sangla Mill^ regarding the death of Ms sort Arfan Singh ^ 
aged 5|- years^ student^ Infant Glass, Hindi PathsJmla. 

, , , dfote X'^This is a fuller st atement of the witness No* 387, p» 515« ' 

My SOD, Arjan Sifigh#. aged 5| ■ years used to read ia the Hindi 
Paihshala. He was in the first class, During the Martial Law days 
students o! all school, had to attend aroll edl four times a day« First 
the students of the said pathshala had to go to the Khalsa School which 
is situated outside the city, and then along with the the students of 
Khalsa School they had to go to the Town Hall for roll call* The 
first call was in the morning, the second at noon, the third in the 
afternoon and the fourth in the evening. 

It was exceedingly hot and comparatively hotter than past yeara* 
My son attended the roll call regularly for 5 days. In the mean** 
while, every eSort was made to get him exempted as be was quite 
unable to bear the heat ; but as it was the order of the Martial Law 
authorities that in case any student did not attend the roll call, his 
parents would be arrested, I was forced to send him there. Besides 
this it was proclaimed by the beat of drum that any one who 
stopped his son from 'attending the roll call or did not produce 
him would be dealt with under the Martial Law, On the 5th day 
when my son came after his noon call,' ho felt very uneasy. The 
uneasiness was due to the trouble that the^roll call gave him, as well as 
the fear he entertained of the - .oflacers® The boy was very mnch 
afraid of the British ; soldiers that' he saw in the Bamr. When he 
came, home • altogether broken down he required some water 
:: and mentioned^that he had seen' British in the Bazar and that 
he had run ho'me out o,f ' fear. / flall 'an^ hour after taking water, he 
vomitted* It was vahouLS; p...' m, The same night he died at about 
10 p. m. He was. my : only , son, ' rather ' only son in the whole 
of our family,: because my other three brothers have no issuer It 
happened on 2Ith Bmhakk 
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siafemewi o/ Harish Chadra Vsmsi student D, A. V. College 
Sa7igla 'Em, 


I appeared this year for the degree esamiaation In which I an*" 
fertnnately failed. After my examioationj i weat te my" ^flllagas 
Bahlol Pur, Ohak 127, Rakh BranchjDisirict Lyallpore on the 31si ' 
of May, 1919 by the 11 a.., m, train. I had to leave the tiaia ■ at the 
Saagla Hill Jtiaction from which my village is at a distance of 3;or 4 
miles.' Martial Law was prevalent there at Sangla Hill also in those 
days* I left the train at about 4 p, m, and went to my brother«m»law 
Lala Bhagwan Das, Nagpal, who is a Mnnib to Lak IJshnak Mai, and 
Ram Chand in the grain market. There I saw also Daes Mai, son ' of 
Lak Sakhir Ohand of the village of Tibbi Ransinwal, , Ohafc Moj- 129., 
District Lyalipore aad one named Wadhawa Mai of Uchkera, Asian 
Ohak|i Mo. 129, District Lyalipore and some other Sangla men. After 
staying there for about 3 hours® I started for my village, leaving my 
luggage with my brother* in- law at Sangla Hill I had only a book 
or something else wrapped up in my dhoti in my right hand. The 
two men mentioned above also accompaieed me ^ because they had also 
to go in the same direction, One of them;- had a horse® 

At the station, I asked., a 'railway coolie, of the Gaoims.Eding 
Officer or a 'Gora (whitemaa) was - still there.- ' 1 made thk inquiry 
regarding the officer^ presence in as .much as I had heard before that 
these officers beat anybody who ' was, late in saiating them even by a 
few seconds. The coolie answered in . the negative. ■ Ha said, -that 
there was, no.Gora or G-ommaading Officer, 'Only the Indian military 
men were therejg ■! think now that he did not k.aow the real faei. 

We were just out of the city when .we ■. saw two' Gofa.s, followed 
by a few Pathan Military men. One of 'them was wearing a, .white 
Muslin shirt obIjj aod tea other a Khaki shirt. They were not ia 
their usual^ full official dress.; so, w.ere ■ the other .military men, ' It 
ieemei tbali they were coming from the play grounds' 

In spite of the fact that I did not know as to who was whoj I 
saluted with my right hand very quickly^ holding fch.a, above oientioacd 
thing in my same right ha'ud^'' I .did- not release mj .right hand of the 
thing lest 'I should- be -.late : in -saluting and- they should ..beat me, and 
after saluting I coa-t'lnue-d-^ walking an^ my eompanioas als# 
walked , 
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In the meantime, » Pathan end in Urdu, “ Stop, why did yoa not 
Salam"? i was eonsciona that I had sainted, and thinking that be was 
perhaps addressing my companiona, I did not stop. After saying this 
2 or 3 times in a stern voice, he came to me with his Sst closed and now 
•knowing that he was addressing me I stopped and said that I did salnta. 
Now one of the Gorag telling me that I had not sainted, began to beat 
me with a cane, giving 5 or 6 cats on my legs and arms and back with- 
ont hearing me. When ha ordered me to go away I turned, and he 
again gave me two cats on my legs. Then the other Gora (whom I 
later came to know to be the Comm anding Officer) threw the leather 
hxmter at me in a rage. It clang ronnd my feet, bathe drew it back. 
They then took their way and we proceeded to our own homes. 

While I was being thus beaten my com panions walked on lest 
they should be equally dealt with. When I met them, Ikss Mai toM 
me that the one with the Khaki shirt was the Commanding Officer. 
This happened to me at Sangla HiU on the Slst of May, 1919 of which 
the aforesaid two gentlemen were eye witnesses. 
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The $Menuwt 0/ Lula ©urdas Earn' Aaand, '.Pleader, High Court 
sf JudiBature, Lahare, pmctidng at Ha/isabaii Dish., Qupmwda. 


As ia other placas, so In Hafiaabad tbare i was a crowded meeting 
and public hartal in April last, 

0.1 the 14th of April, at about 11 a. m. when all the local pleaders, 
inolading myself and La’a Shiv Ram, niy yanuger brother, also a local 
pleader, ware sitting in Ooarb, a mab came from the opposite side and 
began to throw sioaes at the Tehsii Building. It dispersed after two 
Or three minutes on a blank pistol being Ered by a Police Inspector 
Nothing happened after this and the w.boie town was quite. On the 
IS’th, and 2 or 3 suhseqaeat days several arrests were made. 

Martial Law was declrred at Hafizabad on the 16th of April by beat 
of dram. On 22od April, Oolonel A. J, O’BrieE, the Deputy Oom« 
missioner, arrived to hold a Durbar which was largely attended by the 
poblio. 

At the meeting. Colonel O’Brien made a speeoh which was inter* 
preted by Shekh Taj Din, Superintendent, Deputy Ooramissioner's office, 
sentence by sentence in the vernacular. He said that it was his firm 
belief that the whole blame lay with edncated classes, espoeially the 
lawyeats. He also referred to the arrest and treatment of the lawyers 
at Gnjranwala, saying, he had seat them in a coal truck to Lahore, He 
said he would order the whole town to be blown up for mischief done 
by a single individnal. This he said was the meaning of Martial 
Law. 

On the 30th, Oolonel O’Brien and the Superintendent of Police, Mr 
Heron, were at Htfizabad, and they summoned about .10 big men 
of the town. We were among those summoned. Out of those summon* 
ed, the two bankers meatioued below were arrested, It was rnmoured 
that Oolonel O’Brien wanted a lew other big arrests to be made. 

On the 18th of May, Lala Shiv Ram, my brotherj, and myself 
were summoned by the Police Inspector and required to givtt 
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eiridence agamsl , .Ghauiki 'Locha , .Mal^ a Mtioicipal Oommiisioaer , 
■('wli'Oa ,' i .believe,' pays 'an iBeo«ae4ax of Ks« 1500) and Chaidbri 

. Ohandj, the two bankers 'of,- Hafif^abadj arrested on the SOili 
of April, As w6 said we 'did not know ■' anything regarding these two 
personavand. w© . eoiikl aol ^ eocnply ■ with the wishes of the police w© 
had;to ■ wait -.theiu,, three : ' ho ors^ no eheir or seat being 

.■allowed lo^^ns. ■ .; We wafa. reqniretl to consider the matter and come again 
On the 2nd,, and the same 'thing ' happened on that day. The same 
treatment was shown to us on the' 3rd, when after f nil considera* 
tion, we refused to give false' evidence suggested by the police* Whil© 
fetnrmng.in' the eveniog we were, told that, if till the; moraiog of the 
following day we still refused we would have to take the consequences'' 

We could never- imagine that the consequences would mean our 
arrest. On the 4th of May, we were sent again for through a toastablei ' 
and after a few minutes* conversation with the 'Deputy Superintendent, 
Police, we were arrested. 

On the 5th of May, we both brother pleaders along with five other 
respectable persons were marched to the Railway Station surrounded 
by an array of Military and Police guard, consisting of about more 
than 20 persons with fixed bayonets. We reached (jujranwala ia ihi 
evening and were lodged in the Jail. The only meal that we had, on 
that day was at about 9 a*- m. at Hafiaabad before our departure lo 
Gujranwaia, We were given no food during the rest of the .day, not 
even .at night in the Jail. 

■ ' : On lith' M 'I ' was brought to... Lihoro to give evidence in a 
Martial Law ease as a defence . witness before the CSommission (con** 

' skting :of Mr. H. Prenter, Mr. Elliot and Mr. Harris, presided over by 
; Mr« Prenter, 'Session Judge), I was marched in the sun from the Police 
Station, Naukkhaj, near the Railway Station to the Court, ft distance of 
" .about two, miieSj, and back, ' handoufted .and carrying my own bedding 
and some clothes® It iS' worth mentioniiig that on this octasion, whil© 
outside the Court, handcuffs were- put on one hand only, but before being 
. taken inside before . the Judge, ;bo|h of my hands were handouffei* Oo 
.my .appearance in ' the ; Court,. ' the following oonfarsation took place 
before my evidence' was. recorded- s~ -. 

Judge (Mr. Prenter, . o,u seeing: my hands iaiidciiffed) ; 

What is this! 

, My reply wag, ^Martial - Law;*-: ' 


Bm 


' ' Blxing. all ' tMs 'i! 2 i 6 :of waifemg oiiiside the Ooorl, I had to, ^ 
htiigerani Ifairsl ia that seasoii as ao food wag iiippliei ■ to me bf ' 
the police. I had Bo moEej ol myself with m© ; so ■ I was forced nadir 
the ciwumstaaces io beg for food and drink from a »iifecfcioaer in Ih®, 
Anarkaii 

■ On 22ttd or 23,rd May, Lak Shiv Ram^ pleader (mj kotierl^ 
lad" aiyselfi both haadcnibd and ohainod togelhef ¥filh a few other 
prkoaors^ reached Hafiaabad for identifieatioii' bj two proatikites aai 
Kanjmi.Z 

Boring the whole time that we were in the Hafigafaad Thaiia, 
haadeiffs were aever remofedg, day or night. At night all tho men 
in QmtQif were chained uogethor^ becansa we had to sleep outside ■ fcli« 
loek-ci Pj ao i»coiiiodaticia being avaikble inside* 

As ?#0 tw© brothere were always handonftM and chained togethifi 
day and aighlij the other had to keep' company^ while one of ns went 
to obey Ike eail of aalsre. 

After the idenliflealioiii^ w© were taken to Gnjiranwak in the same 
way® ' 

Oa SOth May we ware again .bronghl to Lahore along wifeli about 
20 other parsons* We^had ' all. to march on fool from the Railway 
Statioc to the Oonrt premises near the High Gonrt balldrng® We had 
to carry ocr own beddIogs« We sat there for tlm whole clay on the 
gromcl. and wero takes to the Borstal- Jail in the eTeniiig, No orders 
were given nsj nnd the sezt day we were again teoiight from the Jail 
to the fJoiirtj where we wete ' informod by the Police Sul>Iiispeotot 
that oifr trial wotiM take place at- flafizabad * hnt no date given 
to ns* llieii w© had to go to the Sa!i?/5.f Siatioi^ but wo were- already 
so mhm%km that we not waiL thers-iipoi^ kid oaredvos 
dowi: on ike Toiaplo Soad under the shade- of a- small toa© ,^oppesil6 the 
"Kolhi of IM SlaMb, Nariajaii Bass plGadeiv, Al;;.er a few lionrs we Vireri 
again marciied to ttie -Esilway Statioiua Yfe ixachad Giijraawala at 
lasL [fbjre, on 4tli Jians® wa were told, that oiir trial v/as to lake 
■place on 7th Jnne at Ha-fizabad® !Ehe aotiee was very short and 
we had lo engage eoiiasai from o.tiier disuriefcs to appo&r at Hafizabadi 
which eoald not be effectnaily done wilHn.sD sborl a rime as the Ijraitis 
were not rmiiiag in a normal eanditiom ■' In spite of repsatecl requests 
for a posspoaemeni, oar kial , b 0 gan\OE the; 7 Many of the defoncs 
witaoams were aol rMmmoaacIi and sefsrai'aaioiigsfe those praseafe in 
the OcnrI were not asamiaad. -fEhe trial was-' faastj% us ill© Magistrate 
knew that Martial Law wai.-,to-b@.o?er'the nejst day, aad* Uioreoferibf 
h M . ■■"-.‘■■V "■■,■ ,■ 



|Haizab%d—No. 3?) miid. 


had to dispose oi lots of oases at Wazirabad the next day. It lasted only 
for 45 minutes, the judgment was pronounced oa the 8th, which was 
a Sunday, We remained in the Gujranwala Jail upto 30th June, after 
whioh we were transferred to Lahore, On the day of our transfer, we 
were all handcuffed and secured with fetters and bars, in addition to 
being fastened with other prisoners by a single chain oonneeting all 
the handcuffs. At Gujranwala Station we all, numbering abont 40, 
were paoked op in one third«class prisoners * carriage. It was the 
hottest season of the year. The carriage was also locked up by the 
Police. It was so hot that one of the prisoners, Qudial Singh, fainted 
and became unconscious. The others, too, were going to faint, when 
we were taken out of the carnage and a doctor was called in by the 
Police. We were, at oor re(][nest, allowed to sleep outsid the oarriage 
on heaps of coal in the railway yard as the train was to start early in 
the morning. The scene was pitiable and harrowing indeed, when 
after all we reached the Lahore Bailway Station in the above mentioned 
condition. There was no arrangement made by the police to convey 
us to the Jail, a distance of 3 to 4 miles. We were exposed to 
indignities and humiliations by being marched off through the streets 
of Lahore before the very eyes of onr friends and relations. 

£ may add in the end that I never took .any part ta any political 
society or its meetings. 


MANIANWAUA 

& 

Neighbouring places. 

NiOe - StaiemmtBEo, 518,579, 580, 5SM S 3910 610 {btah imhstve) 
wars te&SJ* btf Mv I/ihli Singh, Buf-at-Law, at Maniunwalat 

The^oint sbatetn&ntof BhE^olt Smglk He W ill son of Hathn Khalit 
BootE Singh, sm of Him, Singh, K&rtEr Singh, 
son of Arora Singh .* 

aU of village Manianwcila near Dhabm Singh Ey, ^Station, Hist 
Gugranwala„ 


On the morning oE the 4t;h of Baishakh ( April 16bh ). 1 heard 
that Dhaban Singh Eailway Station has bean barnt. It had 
bean proclaimed by the beat of dram on the night of 
the 3rd of JBaithaiisft in the whole of the village that the 
Votes of membership for Qadir Bns and Lachman Singh Hazbi 
were to be taken between 10 and 11 a. m. at the Dhaban Singh 
Kail way Station. Accordingly, I went to the Railway Station at the 
appointed time of 10 a. m. to record my vote. There I fonnd that the 
few sticks of the Passengers’ Shed fencing were on fire. Baba Mohan 
Lai and Chanda and liabba points-men and many other spectators 
were present there. The Tehsildar of Kanagah Dogran was also 
present. Presently the Sab*Inspector of Polios along with Nadir 
Shah constable and Allah Bax Zaildar’s Chaprasi turned np and 
addressing Baboo Sohan Lai and the other members of the railway 
staff said that they had told him that the Railway Station had been 
put to fire the previous night, but it appeared that it had been pat to 
fire recently. He at ones sent for water and had the fire extinguished. 
After giving my vote 1 returned te my house in the evening. 

On the 18th or 19th of April, when I with my son was cutting 
wheat crops we were startled to hear a shot from the railway side. 
Immediately after this we heard volleys after volleys being fired 
and a sbot pessed just by me and another at a short distance. All 
began to run to sad fro after this and some hid themselves behind 


iilrbances s tHeraapons, i iaia-i.o mooi Jsaj : *''Wiia5a great am . my 
ioa was never presenl on ' that day, ' ■ He ' had gone to Adilgarli to 
huy.a Bhe-biiffaio. 

, .. The police mes ordeiM. : oie-io keep silent if I did aol "wani f«> ha 
shot down* 1 was dumb . founded*- . After-, . this, some eight or aiae of 
ties© men' went .to Sardar Attar Singh Ti%m'bardar"s house tiad tame back 
after a short time with some hoosah,ili arliclas* yiappeareij t'iial 
they .had. searohed the hois© and brought 'ifiase thiage. Tkm thajp 
..too.k Attar Singh and Mar Siogh along them aaci prosieddd 

towards the railway Mae. 

On 20tih or 2isli April (exact- date not rimembered) the Sub* 
Inspector and the Inspsctor. - accompanied hj soma constables came to 


-pul in the names of our sons- and that they would be discharged 
we gave prosecution,; witness and told them what other mm 


■both replied that we did not 'know ,, Mythio; 
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Mu-i/ir.n hiQi. In the sffiaisg w© earu:© biA kj mif 'inlia^ga, 

i:\- Jj diy fi eoasfsb^ ©ams to- .©nr village and aand tbai tiie Siib« 
e! Police wanted ' all the vilkgare. at ' the Eai!??s^j Sfeiiottf 
Wc :c r-r.a or men were J^ail abo'at ' to stiafl fM^ its Sfe'atJoQ,^ 
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"'i Of tliDsei, who took part*, io. the 


id tcek itaiyi bolore the Sai'b« 
laspecto®* ch Foiiae^ who aent for mj son Bafeswa3 and him 

said tlial his father did Bot Iktm. to him and ii he told the wfcoie iftiQ,© 
'is woiiH gt)t a pinion. BrAi:rTOl thtV5 btV* kn/aw ncfcMng^ At 
tiii^ tiie Snb Inspeetor was very miic.i:i aseiled mmd .took all tbo people 

10 the .Eaiiway Stalion* The people had, to -wait al Ijh.e Eailf/ay Steifcloa' 
the i/hole* day witlioiife food -or drink* In the £»^?fiiiing a Iraiii from 
Saii • hi caiJra and. saiB© Britiah scddieiTB with iWr gtins alighted from 

11 The Sub Inspeetor called out the aames of some of ns and they were 

asked to stand aside and were, ultima tely sniToimdecl by the soldiarg 
with tlieir rjnm^ After Ibis they , were ;seat©d ia a Irnck and the eol 
diflffs yurro-aoded tiieiii m usiu! with fixed byoaelB^ After this those 
wIkw rehtwes had. been arrested ■ were pemittad- lo go^ aaci lliose 
wkc ;.'. 3 relations tail gone to - cat hartmi W'6r©’ , The aext' 

morr.iag Sher Siagh and Diiak Siogb again caise to tiie village and 
look ail tha rcmiaiaing villageirs^ viiiom they came across before the 
Siib» Inspector at the Eailwaj ' Station. Ail Ihose 'w4o were arrested 
were Imkan to ChBliarkfaaoa* They came back after 3 d^tjs with l!r« 
Bosworth Smith. Tlia SaWnspector ordered Maoi Ikj Patwaii to see 
that uii ihe villegars were present' al the Pacca .Dalla Cana! Biiaglow 
at i.be hexi day* Mool accompinied by Madir Shah constabi© came 
to Ihe village and took ail the men ahov© '' the- age of 12 to tho Baag*« 
low, All were asked to sit fa.a-circledberep'^^^ Mr» Bosworf-h Smith 
101)1 for Baboo Sohan Lal^ Labhoa and Chandii, poktsriei)^ Giilab and 
loffi© niore cneo and began''. kdantifioatton^ The pvsoiis who ww 
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named by tbem were asked to stand aside and tbeiF hands ware tied 
with their tnibans. When I was called, I requested that other people 
present should be asked what they had done. At this time the Sab« 
Inspector asked me to shut np, otherwise I would be flogged. Then we 
were tied two and two and were shut up in the Sarai near the Bailway 
Station. We remained In the Sarai^for one night and one day and ia 
the evening we were taken to Chnharkhana in a railway carnage. At 
Ohuharkhana the British soldiers got meals for us from the Mandi. 
After two days stay at Ohuharkhana we were brought to sLahore and 
were pnt in the Oontral Jail for 8 days after which we were brought to 
Dhaban Singh Railway Siation'^handouffed in the prisoners’ carriage. 

In the evening we sent a word to the village that we were 
hnngry. Onr relatives came to the Railway Stationn with our meals. 
Hhe police refused to supply ns with the loaves of bread and told us 
that none of ns could get any loaf until we paid one ruppe per head. 
It was only on payment of rupee one each that we got our meals. 
Next morning again when thsy asked for money before they would 
allow us onr meal we remonstra They replied : “Do’nfcyou know 
that the meals were impplied to you last night too after payment of one 
rupee pet head?" I said that nothing sho.uH hs paid and we would 
prefer to remain hungry. 

The policemen on this threatened us and forced ns to take loaves 
after paying the money. Wa were all produced before Mr, Bosworth 
Smith at Pacca Dalla Canal Banglow. The Sab-Inspector and other 
police-men pressed us to confess. We ware tried there and then. Only 
three men were discharged without any punishment, the rest were ail 
sentenced to flogging, imprisonment or fine. I have helped the Govern- 
ment in War Loan work and in recruiting and in many other ways. 
My two sons have been punished. My elder son Bahawal aged 30 was 
sentenced to be transported for life, but on my appeal for mercy his 
sentence was commuted to ten years and afterwards to 7 years. My 
yonnger son aged 15 was punished with imprisonment for two years 
and a fine of Rs, 100, later on the sentence was commuted and he was 
releasedafter undergoing 4 months and 9 days imprisonment. Both 
of my sons were intiocent and were punished on false evidence of 
Ihila Singh, Sher Singh and Ganda Singh, We were not on good terms 
with Dula Singh and Sher Singh because, Bahaw&I’s uncle had appeared 
witness as against Dula Singh and had a case against Sher Singh 
pending in the Oourt. The point worth consideration is that Mool Raj 
fit^ari was sEt th? and if the Tplsgefi had bwat tjie llaiJway 
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Station, why had he Hot reported ihe matter before, and why did he 
report after 4 days. Sprely he did all this misehiaf only to win a good 
name and prke. 

(Sa.) Hakim. 

I also confirm the above statement as my own excepting the portion 
related with Hakim’s son arrests. 

( Sd. ) Kartar Singh. 

I, Bhagat Singh, in addition to the above statement in general add 
that Bir Singh who had been sentenced for transportation for life was 
implicated on acconat of his enmity with Dula Singh and Sher 
Bingh. He was a qnite innocent and Bir Singh had given Galab Singh, 
his cousin, as a rearuit and had helped the Government in other 
ways. 

(Sd.) Bhagat Singh. 

I confirm the above statement and to add that I was flogged with ■ 
SO stripes at the Paaea D*i!a Banglow. lam 18 years old. 

Boota Singh. 
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Mmianwala (Okak Not My lefisil Khatiffah 
Cmjranwalap aged \ 40 f/mfs , 


On the ISth of April? 1919^ i mm gfming mf mMk ia the kadi 
iifcnated between ill© rail WSJ 'li 06 and tho tillage Man.lai3wala. I saw 
iom® British soidlera and ' iiolioemeo . adfanoing 'mi firing their 
gansa tCiiejf aimed at ma and a ' ■ bnllat strnok my left arm* Aftei? 
this 1 fell on the ground and liecsme eeaseless. Two boys who war® 
with me carritci me to iaj; house* 1 Iwai under kealmeat of the 
Doctof Sahib of Paces Dalla* 


574 

ihe s^aUmoM ^GsrOtofaa iiagh, eon of Sariar Lahh 
aft® Eak^ tmii&mkoj Mmlmwal^ Metrld 

I Wong to the family ©f '0010001 Bndh Slagh One of my 
brtiliri wat licrniltd dir^olly m » J&miiar lad tbm othw m >boil to 


my laHier possessas a ce 


5ti ii iWh 

she G-afercirueiii in raortV. 
ite of loyaliy^ llisre 
¥illag0 nor hm -iiiytkiii 
iO oaworfal Gd?e®ameai, 


o¥oi: us, nowea eiiriiCK: sooio oi iiss m-j’num.:: 

b slisk. So that he lid Ms'BaBt 'lo^' diskoaosf iis. DV'. 
for long honoErad by the GnsTerataaiit aad h.a'’’j' b fir :il I 
ly feijaesti that proper steps be ih ’ r.:;*..' ibt) 

a cans© dishonoured out fairS'je B.dd'v: i: 1 1 f. liil 

rcailed m bAd nasias; a gvsiie ras 'of' low br^n 

He also sknck Sitdai’ -Snlba 'Slagh; ' *;Qb' ai a ' »/i€ereu;ii's i r: tipiri 
Sardar Sahib Siii»li with jlieka,— 


he Sialemcid^f ara. Staghj of lift*’ u/ ii(^ 


Idiu ^ Ziamiiiid.^ aged 45 ye^iQ. We dit ittcXH) owUier.s \l/f 
JT is wer 100' jearg^ WeheHc?e blm lo 'be ilii jeafa ChiL liii 
Lambardar lor 30 yearg. Ie ^drh^o-rficlod MinmyBhn.in im:k 
d!lagej,pnt of a Jiiiigie® ' . ^ 

Iremebw the month d April, DVbha isinglc Baifeciy 'VliiAnn s.n 
y two miles froai lay ¥Ukg9. Tbe Bni^kn w,is har-il ,iiul imi 
uk on Iheldfcli. of April, Manianwala 2m a popElMoa of uoi-ii HKl 
are 30fer(i fillages near the ^Eai! way Jhm% u\^ daulit 

Jii.o filkgers were enraged a?ep c- ho 4orse^, tnoy hml liaari,: iiboife 
tsar* Ws wern toM by traweite that ev® tim Qolden Tiiapit 
damag®!^ theiiforOi proeoededio ih^ slatiooftai biirnl 
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ig aiglil My father Ata^ bingli who passei mogl of 
harpu (cotX was slttiog m frcmfe oi the door of big 


Two days later, Mr, Bos worth Smith came with S' party, of soldieri and 
btgaa ia disorimmale arrastmgi He oolleeted ail rriales above eteht 


Dillft where he ordered them not, to .go .to their ield 


yoiflg iree 
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worth Smith seut Mm rouad amongst the people sajing <* here is' A 
monkey.” I was beaten by Mr. Bosworth Smith with a stlok, along 
with Ganda Singh Lambardar of my village. Sere one respectable 
looking gentleman of another village was tied to a tree and given IS 
stripes, when he pleaded innoeence and absence from his place. 

Next day, 4 Police Snb-Inspectors and a large body of constablej^ 
and a fevr soldiers were ordered by him to search oar houses for the 
looted property. They collected the whole male popnlation of the 
village and asked them to surrender it. Fateh Singh son of Jiwan 
Singh was severely beaten and his Kathh (loin cloth) was taken off. 
We were all made naked and compelled to lie down on onr bellies for 
abont 3 hours in the snn. Kerosine oil tins from shops and houses 
and also spades were collected to destory the houses. This was, hoW" 
ever, ultimately given up. 

Again the remaining male population of the village was called by 
Mr. Bosworth Smith on 7th, 8th and 9th May, when the Summary 
Oonit trials were held at Canal Bungalow and sentences were pro* 
nounoed there and then. While we were there,- Mr, Bosworth Smith 
came alone on the 8th of May on horseback to our village when he 
collected all the females of the village numbering a'oout 60 in an open 
place and removed their veils. This is ecasidered in India a great 
humiliation an outrage on modesty. He spat on them; kioksd and 
beat them with sticks and abused them in filthy language and asked 
them to depose that Bhai Mool Singh had spoken against the Govern- 
ment in the meeting. A punitive police was posted at Dhaban Singh 
Where we male pople were ordered to attend twice daily, which meant 
a walk of 8 miles a day. We, therefore, hardly attended to any of our 
businesses. If any body was late he was punished. The crops wers 
ordered to he reaped after 15 days when they were almost spoiled. 

On appealing to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor for mercy 
the indemnitly was reduced to Bupees five thousand ,(5.000) only. A 
punitive Police of eighteen constables was posted at Manianwala 
andChakNo. fS and its expenses and salaries were to be defrayed 
by the villagers. 

My father was released without a trail after over a fortnight's 
detention. There was nothing found, against him. But my father was 
deprived of his Lambardarship and was dispossessed of 30 acre* of land 
which we had occupied for the last 30 years, 


«■ ’/saw, 0 

i th,9 w!iol( 
le open and . 


Eamh (loin olofch) wh>eh.i am on joined never to do except for attending 
to natnre’a caiL We wore also told that if we did not bring the itatiou 


f fee ofAtaf Singh, mnoj Ghamn Bingh, 115 ymr$ ol4 &J 

Mmiiauwala, 


I have been the Lambardar of Manianwala for the last SO years 
I saw a few European soldiers coming and firing while I was standing 
at the door of my house- They fired at me also, bnt I ran inside and 
fortunately the bullets missed me. Then I came out of my house and 
with folded hands approached them and said ; “ we are your Ryots 
(subjects), why do you fire at us? ” Being afraid of being fired at, all 
the women and children of the village vacated the village and took 
refuge in the fields. Mool Raj Patwari was sitting with the police and 
the Military when I wont to them. They ordered my house to be 
searched. I also accompanied the searching party which consisted of 
British soldiers and few police constables. In the process of searching 
they broke open my alnairah and took away tan rupees and a pair of 
female shoes with an Ink-stand and a lamp. From my house they went 
to the house of Nawab. Being a Lambarder, I again went and seated 

pl( 


reached back again to Dhabaa Singh after going to Moman, Singla and 
Mari and then went to Ohiohoki Malian and Qila Sitar Shah and then 
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tlisre beoaase they we?» infotmed by railway olerh that my oats wm. 
to be tried. I was left there ia the caatody of a soldier, 

I was pat with the rest of the men who had been arrested from my 
■rillage. Then we were indentified fey the witnesses. The witnegaes 
Dala Singh and Sher Singh said j " This old'maa lives with his son and 
being a Lambardar has not dissuaded his son not to take part in these 

things." 

I was dismissed from my Lambardarship on the statements of 
these witnesses. I was again put in the custody of a soldier, I remained 
fora day and a night at the Dhahan Singh Station, along with other* 
who were arrested. Then I was brought to Ohuharkhana and was kept 
there for two days. After that I was taken to Lahore in a prisoners;’ 
oompartment and reached the jail at 9 p. m. After 8 days I was taken 
back to Dhaban Singh and was released there. My two sons Amar Singh 
and Tara Singh and I have supplied to the Government two recrnits 
each and have subscribed Es, 10 in the War Loan, [Dula Singh and 
Sher Singh gave false evidence against me, that they may be made 
Lambardars, I live and mess separate from my sons. 
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The it&tmeni qf Nawab Din,, eon of Imam 2}i«, tsaeher, 
Qovermmit Sehool, Mani anwala, Bieirici Oufranwahi 

At about 8 in the morning in the month of Jeth last, Mr. Bosworth 
Smith came to my School in village Manlanwala, just peeped in to the 
School and then went out.I saw that he had collected all the women 
of the village in front of him. 

Ha went to the village Diara which adjoins the School where I 
followed him. He asked me if I knew that one Bhai Mul Singh had 
delivered a lecture there against the Government. I told him that 
Mul Singh never spoke against the Govornment, but oniy dell 
vered a religions sermon on the life of Gurn Kanafe. Mr Smith how. 
ever, pressed me to eay that Mul Singh had spoken against the 
piovernment. But when I repeated that it was not the fact, he began 
to belabour me with sticks and beat me so long and so cruelly that the 
^arks of injury were visible on my wrists and ankles for a long time 
He said that I was a Government servant and that I should 
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Th$ 0/ of Dd Sing'K Gumiya " 

Jaliafid fear$^ paH propruior of .Mammiwdla mMage^ . dutri^ 

Gufmnwala^ 
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S|8S, 

abusif a iaagnage* Ha called them fliasg bitehaSs sbe-aiflii, aal .wdw^ 
iMngi. He said tottiem s '^Yoar Mtin %vlll be examlnid by th$ 
police constables. Whin yon were sleeping with yotir Ircisbaiicii^ whj 
did yon allow them to gel up and go?^^ He ulm spat at fheiii. 



Tfm pint of Mimn^mfe of Jlmnda i Umran widom of Allah 

DiUa I Jiwan^ widotc of Bulagi ; Umfan» widow of Sohui ; BmlM 
widow of Faqifi 5 Jiwan^ vffe of Manga \ i’lUjl tiif^ of 

Sadhii ; IlaMm BiU^ wife of Umm ; Hakhim BiM^ vffe of Allah 
Diit ; Pfem Kaur^ widow of Ajiand ; lalan^ tcidow of Waliy^* 
Tokbm% toife of Jatmida i Jhatan$ wife of Ilaji ; Kamm BiM^ 

■ widow of Lalu ; Mandmi„ wife of Ummn 1 Allah Jawai^ wife of 
Bulanda ' | Bahnat BiU^ wife of Mahia ; Ummn^ wife of Fatal 5 
Begum, wife of Sikandar ; Dliatam Kaur^ widow of Ganda ; Prmn 
Kaur^ widow of Ratau CJiand 1 Malan^ wife of Ladha and Ummih 
tmfe of Lahhu i all remdent of Manimtoala^ J)ist Gujfcmwah^ 


We were called from onr houses or wherever we were and collected 
n^r the sohooL We were asked to remove o«ir veils* W e were abused 
and harmssed to give out the name of BaM Moot Singh as having 
Isctntad sgainsfe the GoYeraiiient, fhis incident fjccnrred at the end of 
Bauhakh last in the morning in Mr, Bosworth Sm!ti/s presenco* He 
spat at ns and said many bad things. He beat soma of ns with sticks. 
We were made to stand in rows and to hold oar ears. He abased m 
also saying t -'‘fliesj what can yon do if I shoot yon 
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’On statemnt of SuTdavi, m hw of Mangal Jat, aged 4Q yean’ of 
Maniamoala (Ghah No ; 14) Talml Khangah Jhgran 
I Diiitmt Oujranwda. 


One day, daring tha Martial Law pariod, Mr, Bos worth Smith 
gathered together all the males of our TlHaga of over 8 years at the 
Pacca Dalla Bungalow, •which is some miles from our Tillage, in 
oonneotion with the investigations that were going on. While the men 
l?efe »t the Bungalow, he rode to our village, tufeing back with him «U 


will be looked into by the police eoastables”. He gave me a kick al«q 
Md ordered iis to nndergo the torture o£ holding our ears by paeiing 
our sms rouad the lege wMl® being bent doable. ; 

This treatment was meted sal te us la the abseaea of our men who 
•were away at the Bungalow. 

' Moto i — Similar sta'cemeuts were made by (1) Bibi Auiokh, wife ot 
" Jat. 121 Hand Eaur. wife of Atar Sinsh . 80 "vearB e\f ' 



(iged years, Manianwsda, 


My father, my ancle named Qhnlam, Khairdin my brother, and 
ayHelS; were arrested and taken to Dhaban Singh Eaiiway Station. Ws 







$1$ MatiiJmwala, S84ia>Ml3i*5S5. 

relewed, as h« had not done any miscliiBf at all. Constabiei Sohaa 
Singh and Nadir Shah asked money from me to let my nephew o£E. 

I paid Be. 7 to them and then they made him free. 

I was made to pay Lambardars Dala Singh and Sher Singh 
R8. 2 per house, which they alleged were required for the expenses of 
the poliee. 

Jive seers of wheat were made to be given to Qhasit* Singh 
Shopkeeper. 

The daUmt^ of Qaslm All, *o» of Atar Beg, aged 4S geare, 

1 paid Rs. 2 as others did for polioe expenses and five seers wheel 
also. ' ■ 

The et^^ iinjh, eon of Wadham Singh, 

aged28jfear$, 

I paid Rs. 2 to Lambardars Dnla Singh and Sher Singh for polioe 

, expenses. 
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The skstemnt of Mai Gaban, o/Shiitgam Singh, 

rmdeni of Mamanwola, 

On the 6th of JSaiahatt last my son Singara Singh aged 15 years 
Who is a cultivator of Maaiaowala went to Obak No. 24 whieh Issltuatd 
at a distance of some five miles from our village to reap the crop. 
While he was busy doing his work at about 10 a. m. the Sub-Inspeoter 
of Sangla Police Station, Zaildar of Komran, Kharak Singh Sufad- 
posh of Ohhina and Teja Singh Sufedposh of Rania, came and arrested 
him and took him to Moman Railway Station which is situated at a 
distance of some 9 miles from Chak No. 24, He was taken over to 
Dhaban Singh from that place. On the second day he was brought 
back to our village. Whan I heard of his arrest, I began to weep and 
I went to Lambardac Qanda Singh and entreated him to release my 
son, who was innocent. He demanded Rs. 120 for doing so. The said 
sum was collected and paid orer to the new Lambardsr Duk Singh. 
Inspite of this payment, he did not help me. My son was then brought 
to Moman where i« was kept for 17 days andtheu taken over t# 
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Lahore, where he was sentenaed to two years imprisonment and Es. 100 

as line, Mow the seiitence ass. .Ijeeii reduced' to. 6 iiicmths/ He . is aa 
!iiii«~ 0 ekit boj/j and is the bread wlaner of our family# . He has a ¥ery 
oliifatiisr, a yua tiger brotlieri aged 8 years^ ..aBd a sister aged , '4 years# 
Since hl$ We haTO be'sii' put .to., mosl serious .troubleSi. aud iiis laud 
Is lying neglected®. .■ .. ■ - , ' ,',■■■'" 

Ciitdo Jith okBahlrJdh bullets ware fired .into our ¥lllage* The 
village rraoplG ras. away nltuer and .fMtber..: One .European who was 
on liorBeback ealied old women together ■ and told them that 

mdiafcevtiVf lie had drinc (hi leg) done well- The old women did not 
^¥6 any He then tliem a?id beal them with a sick* 

flc^ then asked otter women to C 3 tand u::i a row. Those who liad'veilid., 
tlieir fae6S| we.re forescl tc ?ema?e ' their ?ells, They too were beaten 
will!, sticks. 


fk§ of SdiMou, mn ef ■ Busom Mmammed Eakini^ 

aged 4S |/earaj Mmiianwala. 


When some people were arrested in this place and taken away to 
Eahore, I was one night sailed by one constable through Fassal Ohauki- 
dar who awoke me and said that I would be arrested and taken to 
Pacca Dalia before Deputy Amar Singh and other offieers for giving 
evidence. I wm sick at that ttiiie and refused to go* They insisted and 
forced me to go with them, AcGordiiigl j the constable got me to ride his 
own pci'll y forcibly and took niri to Pacca Dalla which I reached at 
about 1 a. nn Irri}: nest muriilag three Sub-Inspectors of Police who 
were thei-e pret^iicd me to gh/e false evidc-neej and threatened me and beat 
Tlie/y my Ihe tvklence was to be given against the 

people of this vH'isge who were cinder eustodys I remained there unwell 
and ‘came txi mj senses -in the evening and ran away stealthily 
from them, 
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1 lis Btahmenl ef H^Vili Ham, shopkeeper of MmiMnw&la^ iJu^rici 

Ciugrammla. 


I took' to ItVc Boa worth Smith the following articles for sale in the 
^a'ccp'on the 3tl^ Ihh, ICith md lltb of May^ 1913^ My shop was looked 
i; p. 31 




.STO;: 

after by iiilufa a;?!., '•’‘^ 

Other Bhareis ^vere HaaV.i Ra-.s I'-u.Hila 3u Rs MfunK Cl. n'K J-'ia. 
Earn Rakba. ‘We is-are required io 

shop tEere® Ho price \r,^.n\}hld '.or 
These articles T^ere tcvheo by th:^ 

' camp* '.Wbenevet ., we' asked iQS 
: ■ with riies aiid 

ArlioleSv 

Flour 3 bags ( 6 mauiids') 

Gram 4 mamds(fcr 'horses). 

Af dawa 1 maiind (for liorses) 

:> Braa 1 Fianad (for horseB) ; 

Ghee 18' aeers ■ 

Sugar' 20 seere 
Misti 20 seere «'''® 

Saji 10 seers . 

Oil kerosiae 1 till.. . . 

Oil Sarsoa 10 Bears^ . -a,..® 

Tliom (Garlic) ' ■ v 

Onions greeE ooo 

Potatoes 20 seers ®»3 

Oiga'rettes (Lamp) i Boj£ 

Tobacco ' . one 

S tiger Candy 
Salf^ peppei% etc* 

Soap (coaotrj .made) ■ 

Gath 10 seen ' *00 


fjve fj cUi^'ty i K, 

ij;.-!/' a'dlclcs 5r‘;':c-|>di«ri 5«f;iU'ii4i 

ice, audothiir of iha 

f.L 6 pxioe. were litieiiteiied 

Frieo* 

■ ■ a»« 42 

■ ' ' ... 20 

„ 4 
„ 2 

„ 34 
« « 

» IS 

"f? 


3 -S 

4«1Q 


■ ■ S 88 ■ ' 

^The dukm0ni of icipl tf EaliJm Mdl^ Arimj tA|#4 

27 ^mrsiiMaMmwal&, Bktrki GufmnMla* 


In the heg'lanfng'of- the i^iartiai L^t/ period d cori»r<%b|f» 
name I do not knew earns wiih Ihda tc my riiop rjid ht* |jui‘cL.;iUcd 
Bs*«4“10 worth ralionsg blit d prico anil saltl that it 

Would be paid later on, Agai!:], Haviluar came at ojo d-iy and iio aalti 
that if yon would pay money Ihao I would excuse fcm from roil call at 
©haban Singh Bail way StatloE. On ibis I paid fcim B&* 3« The fiaoi® of 
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ill© Emiliri is Isliaf Blogli.. After thh ba gr# iof more rationsihroigi 
Ih©' Chaiiltclar of tbe ¥alii0 of T.s.. 6«-4, Mmislii Sewa Singh 
lo meTiiid took eloili for \vh5c!i I bj)ld hfs receipt;^H^ 

that lie would pay -wheii lie woiikJ ge? Ms pay Again sepoys^ Jagal 
Siogli and Hart Sioghg' came and fliey took clot ti of Bs, 7*5 and of 
Es. l0“<*-9 respeefcivelf., Havlldar Isbjir Elitigb took siis?a? of Rs« 9-3 and 
0210 rapeQ casbi for lisns. Tkeoe siiois were dsmanded froiB tlios©| 
kirl lakeii tlie articles but, mskacl cf pp:jing the amonatB Ihey abused 
’m,8 and liave riot np to iiow p!r'.- ?he moF.cje 

Constable Thakii? Slngfeg a Sikip. ee.rne end asiiecl for watea 

I gave him S'karbat Ib a brass basin called bill lie refnsed to 
■accept* in tlia’t vessel and pressed me ie 5 ?\vvC tbct brjslE which. I myself 
was rislogc He^ thfongli- iiadse iri&de me Ici break reiigioiis 

iiipinefcions also^ 

HaviMar Ishar Slaghs corshabli Tbalrar Blngli and MhiibIiI Sewa 
Singk again asked for 2 iriaimdr* cf -nr,, 1 maiind of gram and 4 seera 
of ^liee, i refused to give li. 1 c'dcl ihe kst amoast due from the IE«. 
Upon this they abs’secl a.nd Ir-'g r-iB, ■ rer:t gii lipplicaiioii to the Siipe?* 
iBleadenlg Police^; aboiil fcis hat nothing hai been done. 

W w- %.■' 

Tlie pint Uatemmt of (im.dJi. Singh anti TaTa Sliiglis 
hoik late SmharaJii Lamhay dam of 

■ Th© Mlowlng articles were taken from ns by force by the officials 
dnrmi^ llie Martial Law days and tna articles waremeitherl paid for 
norretEmecltoiisg-* 

20 (eots/ and 12 heesl; , ' 

'One car! loaci« 

«««: Oa© carl: load* 

.... 6 gagars (big brass pots,) ■ 

eiso 

' 3 Cows were seat for mlik'Cmlyt 
'Pegs wooden 100 ■ 

Baiter *8® sea ■ sne' 0 S00FSe 

Sweeperg for gmra ' ... ■ . ■■■' 16 {not paid for)« 

Ohareoai . ■ '■ ■ ■ ,,, 3 bagg^ 

LggS; ■ aa® ... ®a.* 3 il0.SeilS® 

These articles were .sa-pplled Iwhen '.■Mfa Bosworth Smith then 
encamped here sear this viilsgc ok. Slli^.-9.|;'h a^cl JOtli May, i9i9« 


Wat0,r pots 
Fii,el ■' ■'■■ 
Grass , ' 
Milk . ■ 

Meal: 
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The Btatement c/ Paras Eanis $cn of Sim Lal-^ Bank, mcf iman. 
Bailway StMion Dhabrm Em gK 

There is a Sara! of District Boaieclg of my mr* TiTi.-lMifi Lnl 

is a coatractjorj for B.i 550 per yean ! look Hie eoiitr'iei on April, 
1919. It was put ill charge of the police tram April, HHO 

forcibly, and was given over to us on Isf: Bepte'inber, 10 1 0. I difi isof. 
use it during this period for the purpose of eontracf: and waf4 pTit to a 
great loss, I had applied to MartLil L‘W Olficor uf Clhiibark liana 
either for caneeilation of the contract or for being given I is. 50 per 
mensem as hire but no reply. Then I applied fo the Deputy Com* 
missioner, Gujranwalaiand then to Riii Sri llaiUj Snb-DIvisional Officer 
but nothing has been done upto now^ Her© in IIiIb Sarai the police 
a.nd their families an, cl the army were accomodated* 


The of SSf Air Khan, mri of Malm Jat^ a^fid 69^ paH 

propnetOT of Batalin dhiHetGujmfmaku^ 

The Tahsildar . came to on? in the monllj of At 

nighty it was proclaliiiad by boat of drum r .Hj m i 

themselves in the.morniog at the ¥ii1d.v:8 claim, xl:“? if: wus In vt- st time 
andalsO' as the people were alVai! Ti .^ibSv tikcti i^ernib^ 

only a small number of people attended io Hforiiing, Tit- ^ 

therefore, fined some 60 or 70 pcr-sons, The total inunwit fd. lim*; w i.i 
1,600 rupees. The people were ‘again- or dared to presf.iat rit 

the head quarters at Gujraiiwaia which is 13 mflea off* 

When the people went there on the fisad date riiey were? iikiile to 
stand in a row and 7 young man were picked out 

This was done by Fatah Khan Tabsildar. The othes- ptiOjdn weiv 
ahnsed and beaten and told to bring more reeruits. 

These people were beaten with shoes, and their beards were 
pnlled. They were also made to undergo torture of holding their ears 
by passing their arms ronud their legs while they were bent doablad. 
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: Afew after; :Fatafe to Ifafii fliafe 

¥illage whioli im-^aod summoned' the people of the village* 

Borne 20 Oi^’25 attenclsd. , Mi Ganhar paitidar was irsfc called 

upon to siippl j recriiitSj, H© replied that be was oM and liacimo son 
felt; that his brother had a son and- be may be asked to get iilm eallsfed# 
AM Saii’liar^ therefore^ was ordered to' be' beataiL He wa's^ badlf 
beaten wliib. slioasaiid fists from nooii Mib9' p,.mt 

The Tahslidar Mmself ■ also'be ■■'Mbotired him witli'stiste, At Iasi 
there ¥/as a dtiT/AB of rain* The Tah'sildar: went: in Cor siieiter« Aii 
Ganliar fonnd m opporlrtiBitj and '■ eseapec!^ 

10 or 1.5 clays after this fatah Klian ' TalisIMar again went to oir 
village and camped there* The cattle of 'those persorifc^ who did boI 
come up to him were brought up from their lionses or w^ells md tied np 
in llie fenming sue without food or water being allowed to be given to ■■ 
Ihem.. 

f iieii llie/IAfe sllclar called np tv/o aged peraotis., one Mali and 
another person from Ratali KhmvL Ee ordered tbena to .give tbeir sons. 
They said that tlieir sons ware not nt to be reeralts« Therefore^ the 
Tabsildar had their beards tied fogelher and then, fe8ffii€4 to a peg 
driven in the groiinih They were kept la this conditloQ for 2 boiira in 
the bErniiig sue from 13 noon fo .. 2 . p.- in-; After this tbelr faces were 
blackened and besmeared with, soot- and they ware sent In charge of a 
eoristable and mad© to beg from door, to door« 

Then the absentees also wlioss cattle were dying for wanl of fodder 
or water same xiy. Teiiifiecl by this tTranny and oppreesioa the people 
managed co give 26 recraits. I gave both my brotliers* 

The Tahsildar called lip two cr three w omen, also and told them 
that they were concealing their men. H© tLreatend to call np all the 
womeo ill Ihe vMlage and to disgrace them. He tiscd very fool and 
BTOQtl’y language to ihe woEien who same up. The people of other 
villages also 'were given the same kind of treatment, I have personal 
knowledge of the village of Harpokeaod Kotli Fhiilahanwala. i'he cattle 
of the ktter filiage were kept ia tlia Paiiae Cattla Poad for 15 dija. 


The stulement r.f A, U-m rjuAn 

;/■ '■:. -^7 , 'i ijhlrlc^ (i raii^^'aia ■ 


Ai ScSf W-; tnJ 'IV’ - 


•f io irraoli Ji-ircisfaiTi* 


T'L^Ulvr wnv in 


'! M n’\F4*‘Jf VI IV? 


La^fyeu^^t tL«' iv ^ ^ 

oiir viiiive -::i«ii CvvV..: .'... . i. v 
faon.0 My c tl: 2 : t - ) al ^ -‘m* i/ilv-uvirv 

lak^naw'ty rn^ i>hn d ^ nvi op Hotm- halmy 

giTOn lo lt?n» "K ? nipi'/ <y v' < ^ ’ ' ' « * ^ thnii 

Cocld^^r or wii^’ , o mn 'n ecmic and 

talw away my ca''ui 83 Seyjfv fe’ivw J Llion.^^l-V. of S'. 3 "nln, 2 ’ oiifi ■imicI 
iiiysalf aoli&L^il, m 3:3 i-oy vlk hr wa?it cii fodrlor aiid 

water. Efevtaally, fh? L's^ir'^arJvi^^ 0 . id tlui Silicclpoeh lifoke ofcn hb 
my liou86j ar?v^ 0 t-*d ib© i Corev'^*? tc^ak lae tc? wiiw6 iht! lah.^ii'iir wjis 
T here wwe 10 or 15 mo?d p^mman who hd beta aii^es^iad by kijsy; 
pursued by people ors horseback. ‘Ws wese vil brought togetber aod 

foot chains of hcfstB <w9ra pu/i onus rn^. f;a!irsc VVe 'jnera in flits 

condWoa for 3 niiyh's. Ftojt nnt rjvv^^yvfa lo Arr.vkii 
where wo were avyAa ehoi^edf):: t'.ve 'Diabt From A-'Lidi'i ucr'i 
takeo io libuk i.h'V. . ” y/*:n ;h'.^ v,c liivvi? uv.s av-h'l cv tnu^. 

Prom tkeiv* w? V'tro eorvv^Vcd ."i G vn*J l'riV!!‘r-'f:i! Uf iiin 
recruiting tffieerv The oiHee* ^tL’to jee ^’il* .ppart u-weiini 1 

e}jamia»ticjv, I havivc^ leov .tv B’ ^ I Kf 

aiui disappeared in tba a-:d a’vs ?-c '<;;?adci kj yiuVnVf. i^ 


i*'"-; Iwlt '*A 

%,..jf 'itji' '-ksa' 


2 he sMcwiffit of BIi-.gf 4 1 - ^^0% ofShamh Singly glror*!^ 

aged 49, Saimkar of Kaioke^ iJuirkt GttjriiU'iVakh 


Early ia the reariilfing carnpidgo, fbe Sub4)i?liscv:]ni clik'er, iki 
fabsildiu: asd the Naib Tahsiidar oit-erecl iim te provkk reUfiiitg. Accoi- 
■ diiigly^ I piirclitLsed two ior Es, 250* Pi ices rose ¥8iy hit/ii, luler mu 
After by the order o£ the saae afficning a fimd wiis faidt-d in Ika 
village for f be purchase of Ffcruita. Sana b2y0 were realised* This 
amount was deposited with Bh-'i=gwsa Si?igh and mysidb The |i!ipor» 
relaiiag to it ar© ia our possession. With this faad, 4 recruits* Wasawa* 
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Alkii iiaoLa di'.s:' e;;^ ■.". ■ - 'Jv/f'-h ..-'.r lu nn-rrM'-:- 

ISoQ tviiii '■!':■ ;^r‘-;‘-v ‘ ..i- ■ I ij.' ,• ' l_.j < -H. vV’'t w*’'" 

tol^i 4ije*l ' 5..-^ ^ ^ >‘ ' I 

did i»oL lielp ii: id iri- t' 'c't. '-iilv'clrd l:o 

great, i'adiguirips ai.d 2 ^ ^ ^ \ir-j. e «ui ^ odic// 

■^liarv-'c 'd ' 1. • ^ s' u ii c 

oil the bare gron ■Ua. wia C^>ti Jl-A O iO ^ ‘0 C- iT^V' ■ Jeoi »,r' •>.-'* C'L^ ’t'W O VJ S * * -1 *•* 

anu. tliey ordered io ilup ore £ rrorior co tde IVi/iu. Gr irie 'iitliy 
ciiEfies tliat were Garle^l aS Ce.erc Grare ■ v’o-: r.r e,ucG 

ill iwci g tr' o: ) vL 1-j ar "'‘"d ■ r. i . e.r.. G: iOrioit^ raiide 

ilie saaie met-tiods ’werea eiiirlcjer. Oree at GauQ,;ir'kliari::f-g oiio "(iaro 
laklia ScdrCkBi' was dii:igrae:id Go :sy preserree. ,Gc ■•re ordered l:o ieaw 
'd mesfeiag aikC w^s nifide io ad: 'wirai-'o sd'oer \oire i}‘ing: Oiii€^r 

pereoriS VYor© similai'l;/ cioaL^. v/Mnu Irdauriran treat Liierit was moteci out 
tc fbe pecple* Tins torrldec: them a good deal Saehig all ibis i also 
paid a sina o2 11^:^ 1 ;vv;:'le : 

During ije /SOiidil dr,/ . 4 .. .r. ^ ig *; .u'ro ray ritlagc 

were oalled up arid ms(h lo aiteitu lor o 

The Magistrate was forcing he to gi'^e falsa ev’idenoe and implicate 
innoceal people® But we refi'isad to do do„ We ‘ma-dv&d sbowers oi 
abiiaes an.ci. returned iipine® We were ab?o c:oiered not to cai our 
Imrie^t and otS’ gi 5pr„ fuisc th Lnif s ot the 

proiiibliMi* A'. Eu^opc.m udlecl iip 

IWEcireds and choosaLus ol oeoph oBd I'/nld :b-k-vdi.iei-;,Go.a parndeg ivhich 
'wares mare xl*':r' nDosto.u ^soddtojri Gai-'idid. iijd, onGod IiliB 

^ JjmP^ idal/ i ‘^ { di A Q )® n-,},jiivcd off by lam in 

balciiee 0 £ bb cr da and ; .oiM.n .oy iio'o Tio-y seit iir^ae 10 
staiKl in rovok weioiiot pcorjd'iod to jftiA red- rac ifjry to hem 
tha sciitepccs pasoed. 'gpQii'thesn. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

AriouLo .osiiria Tm " -o smag" f bi s'onpi 

men to bo Bontenoed bj the Alagis’^rrlr 


A’ 0x4 


i^mnCfi{4.ihuij oj rds'’ -■> a.'* Aog/m ^fjcd 

&Qii'i'ii/&i2iT . ixtiASGiO- ’drrrQrtc*:} 


The Aiiriiatant Comrrrlss^bmei oaded ojo KoChucuirhl^ana ^oiont a yers: 
aaci a y if Ha domaiuled Wm ih%m irom all feiip paupt) 
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thert*. E<oh in tsi wai t.aUl ofl: 5 j Bay ot tsi:. r, 

demurred w€ica ptsblbly (lisgraca.i and were toll 

made to siti oa an ant-hili. Oua KiiEi'akha was 
io she j,>la8 5 w’lUre i’t o il i’i .i’a >us .v.;':3 ^ vi 
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.vnori:it, I 
uril tu*-y tt',} 

}ti%^ M tdf ' I it 


Bigrt oiy name for Rs 203. As i Dire*: a 
aiisoaiiis I Ji'.i ti.ot p ly., I s;3p‘^ iiijaii e,oa;:0A4^i 
time this at hough ii seiitah '‘i^’as made Co" nc3 irora 
were told to b irro -v tha oa la-^ antc-g‘4 4a ol 


; 9 „ - ?? ,( t ‘'*5 ’ ?h'' 

cro'ii rJ.v;; -..r'i]’:! aI-.-! :-11 
t/i.iie t'.i tifjiii; W'o 
v,ii oi4»‘ 


hoosehold affects to comply with the ciffiaial daiCiaiid., 


Bating the M..r till Liw period^ Mr Penny siimoioncrl oiir v'iliaga 
psopb and made them rsitiab ia c for arfaiul d iv ia He 

Ea^hatam Qaadhi aad ioflioiad c.]!adr4@! apoo. Urn fieogie. 
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fim ^(demntof Mtil HaJ, son^ of Ealla Ram^KkMf\ mpii 
ihoplmper^fKahke^Dhtne^GmlranwakL 


Last year, M« Din Mohammed^, Talislldar, came to mj vfl!a£?0 ?vin;1 
demanded from ma and others* Rs. 10 each ns subscripiioii for tht^ !JM rlci 
War Leagii©* I. expressed my iaability to pay the afttoiint amt Hgkn.i to 
be escased. He was much _ displea’sed and tlirea^siied l:o mo 

with iQCome4ax. He look down mj name, andr. iVw t)ks iitor 
I received an iiitimifcton that 1 had been assessed to pay Its. 25 as 
income-tax* In the month of Baukakh I serif: the aoiomU. hy 
Order, bnt in the month following, mj cattle were atfiiLliud on lim 
ground that! had not mad a the payment in. time and had becoirsn 
liable to pay an equal amonal; by way of penalty, Accoixiingly^ I 
made to pay another mm of Eg, 20. My laeomo is much tea small 
to be asieeed for income-tax* 

In 1918, the Snb^BlvIstonal Officer ordered mr ¥illage to supply 
22 reomlls. The whole tillage had to appear before hfio at Ainoket 
which is S miles away. He ordered m to make a eoliecticiii i;a tlie fiiiage 
for the purchase of recrnitg. ' Accordingly we aollscted some l,60il 
rupees. The money wag deposited with Bhagwan Siugli and Bhag^t 
Singh. We purchased 4 reeraita with it, namely, Allah * Uilfa, WtSM? 
Sneha Singh and Manga! Singh. 
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596 

o/Daya Earn, son o/ GoUndSahai^ Khaif imaged 
BO geaf$^ ihoihkeeperof' Kahhe^ district Gnjmnwah^ 


Last year, tliQ Talisildar ordered me to pay subscription for the 
War League, As I could not pay^ 1 declined to do so. The Tahsildar, 
iherefore, threatened ,io impose income«»l;ax . on me, Accordiogly| -a 
tax of Rs« 3l'»4 imposed upon me, I filed an objection in the 
(Jourt of' the Sub-Divisional Officer who; appointed a eommission ■ to go 
through my account books, rh© commission reported that my 'annual 
income was 'Es. 147 ; but inspit© of the report^ my objection ' was ■ 
dismissed, I applied for a copy of this order with a view to ' appeal 
from itj but 1 could not get it in time, . I was made to pay not only {he 
iiicoro6“tax^ but also an equal amount by way of penalty. My cow was 
attached and I had to sell iii to make the necessary payment I have 
10 family meiiibers k> support. The effects of iioy shop are less than 
Rs.:'':50v^ have been very harshly dealt with. The 

recruitment account givaii by. Mul Eaj u a correct slatement of factsu 
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The skAemertt of Jiwan Mai, son ofBdi Ram, Rhairi, a^ed 54, 
of Kdloke, distfiet Qujranwttlai 


Under compulsion from Din Mohammed Tahsildar, I was obliged to 
pay Ks. 10 as subscription for the War League which 1 refused. He 
threatened to impose iocome-tat on me and took down my name. I was 
accordingly assessed to pay 25 rupees as income-tax. I put in an 
objection which was rejected, and as I could not pay in time, I was 
made to pay another sum of 20 rupees as penalty. The amount was 
realised by the attachment of my lands. The penalty was half remitted 
on appeal 

During the Martial Law, our village people were ordered not to 
cut their harvest, the result being that nearly half of it went to waste. 
Moreover, the whole of our village was summoned for the identification 
parades, and the people were much disgraced and insulted. 


1, p. P. 


f 1 
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598 

The statement o/Lala Qokal Ohaad, sm of Laid Belt Sam, 
Khatri, aged 44 yearSf of Scdolie, dialrieb Qajf'mwala, 


The Tahsildur forced me to snbacriba to the District War Leagne 
Band. I told him that I oonld not. Ha said he would make me pay 
income-tax. A month later, I received an order to pay Rb, 3(1 as 
income-tax. I have no such income on which the tax could ba levied. 

I made aoontribution to the village fund for the purchase of reoruiis. 
Those who did not pay were made to hold their pars, etc. The pulling 
of the beard and of the long hair of the head was a very common 
thingt 

599 

The statemmi of Eesar Singh, son of J amet ^ngh, part proprietor 
of T oqar, didriat Gujrantoala, 

The Magistrate in charge pet pressure on onr village for the supply 
of recruits. He selected 15 or 16 representative men of the village and 
ordered them to appear before him at regular interval-;, Accordingly, 
these people Lad to appear before him ou 20 or 25 different dates at 
various far away places in the district. Once, they appeared at 
Sheikhupura which is 16 miles from our village, then at Ajnianwala 
which is 20 miles, then at !!?ankana which is 16 miles, then at Sangift 
which is 30 miles, then at Manawala which is 6 tnilee, then as 
Shahkote which ia 16 miles, then at Bahalike which is 12 miles, and 
then, again at various other places equally far removed from onr 
village. Ou these oeoasions, the representatives were very harshly 
treated. 

The long hair of one were tied to those of another and the two 
were ordered to slap each other and to pull each other’s beard. They 
were tortured also in other way& Those who absented themselves 
were criminally prosecnled and the hearings of their cases were fixed at 
places very far removed from their villages. Iqbal Singh Ohima and 
Bal Singh Virk were so prosecuted. 

At first, we forcibly arrested one Sulakhan and another, and 
presented them as recruits, but they managed to run away. Subie* 
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qiiently^ we arrested by force two parsoES, Sandhu ami EajSs and 
presented them as recrnits^' 

Later'on/^w a stibscription from the tillage' and- paid ,ibr'' 

the . rest ■ of . the ' recrni^^^ 

Haraamdas'" Khalrb ; who had himself been forcibly arrested^ pro* 
cured.; Ms release by purchasing . one . recrnitg Hnssaioa^ for Es* 200*.; 
Khiwa ; Singh^ Lambaiiar*' ■ also, . pnrchasad' another Teernit, ' Dhii.nda ; 
Singh tor ..Es, 200 , and so did Sant Singh' and the rest.. .■ 

In 1917, 'L, Iinar.' Nath, Magistrate, and B. Sander Singh, pleaders;, 
came to onr tillage and forced ns to pay snbscriptioos . to the Eed 
Cross Fund* Accordingly, we collected Es* 500 from the ' villagers 
under compulsion. ' 'Later on, Mr, Warburton^ Magistrate^ forcibly 
reco¥erei from us another Rs» 100 for the aeroplane fund. 

The people were also forced by the Snb-Divisiooal Officer to sub- 
scribe to th& War Loans. Lastly, the most odioiis of all, we we** 
.compelled to subscribe to the O'Dwyer Memorial Fund, At first he 
ordered'ihai ha would not aceept anything under Rs» 1000 and n£ the 
amount were not' paid, the willag© would be saddled with the punitive 
police force,, ' and ; the . people would, have **restriction orders®^ passed 
against them. He 'threatened to .meat out a similar treatment to our 
women folk. Terrorised by all this, we collected a sum of Rs* 700, 
went to village, Nankana Sahib, in the evening and paid the same to 
the Sub-Divisional Officer ant entreated him to excuse us for the 
^ernaing amouni 


'..lIlT"'. ■ ' ' ^ 
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The statement e/ShaTam Sisgb, son of Jamiat Singh, 

Jat, aged 35 years, part proprietor of Logar, district Gujranwsila, 


Much oppressioc was practised ia our village ic connection with 
recruitment. Manga sweeper who was a debtor of mine was asked to 
bring a complaint against me and my eonain Mifch Singh. In the 
Court, the Magistrate said that the complaint was andouhtedly without 
any foundation, but he would not let us go unless we gave two of the 
sons of Mith Singh as recruits. We were threatened with imprison* 
meat if we did not comply with the order. I had more than 200 acres 
of land situated in 3 different places, and had only two grown np sons 
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to do Iho cultivation work and to look alter it. The Magistrate paid 
no heed to this. 

We were released only after the village bad supplied the reqaisite 
quota of recruits and because there was no evidence at all in the case. 
We had to undergo expense and appear at distant places in the 
camp. 

The Magistrate and the Sub-Inspector ol Police came to oar 
village for recruitment and forcibly took hold of Shera, Makhaui 
Sulakhan and Sadhn. They were severely beaten before all the villagers 
and they were forced to say that they would enlist. 

If they did not, they were told that they would be imprisoned or 
ordered to fnimish sureties under section 110 of the Griaiinal Protwdure 
Code. The weights of a shopkeeper were brought up and it was said that 
a ease of theft would be started^ the weights being a stolen projarty. 
The two men were tersified, begged of the oticers to desist from beating 
them and concocting a case of theft, and they oonsenied to enlist. The 
two men were tied up and handed over to the Lambardar and another 
man to be taken to the recruiting office. They were followed all the 
way by the crying and widowed mother of one of them. The party 
went to Fatah Khan Tahsildar in the first, instince. He kicked the 
weeping women and turned her out. But she kept on with her be* 
wailings and lamentations and threatened to commit .suicide, whereupon 
an officer let her sou off. 

Khiwa Singh Lambardat caught hold of one Qlinlami, Another, 
Jamal by name, was also forcibly arrested, but ha esciped and left the 
village and now lives in Jhallar Sbaman. During the whole of the 
period, there was a reign of terror. The Lambartars were disgraced 
and the people being afraid of being arrested by force took refuge in 
the Bogareane fields where they slept at night. They were hunted out 
from their hiding places by very harsh methods. 

The Magistrate and the Police Sob-Inspector, on another visit to 
our village, ordered that no one should leave the village. All the 
villagers were made to sit at one plaea and certain sums were announced 
to them to be paid by them. If a man who was told to pay Ss. 100 
said that be would pay Es. 20, the orderly .was told to pull his 
beard, and the beards of people ware so pulled. 

People were told that their metallic pots and utensils would have 
to be sold. Thereupon, women went about burying their metallic pots 
.■'■'underground, ■■■■■ 
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The Police Inspector tfareateoed people .with imprisQnmeutj atni 
with baing called upon to give sureties and with restriction ordersj i£ 
they failed to supply recruits. 

The Lambardars were made to attend the officers in camp from place 
to place. They were not even permitted to go to take their meals and 
had to starve many times. Subscriptions were paid by the poor by 
selling their ntensils, etc« 

Similar statements have been made by Uttam Singh son ot 
Jhanda Singh, aged 60, Karam Singh son of Jamiat Singh, aged 40, 
Sher Singh son of Jamiat Singh, aged 60 and Mith Singh son of 
Mahaa Singh, aged 50, part proprietors of Logat, district Gujranwala. 
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Chanda Singhs on of She©! Singh, Jat,a^erf 65, of Ghang, part ■propnetm', 

diisHct Gnjrateala, 

We have been much oppressed about recruitment. We bad to 
appear before a Magistrate at distant and ont of the way places, times 
out of number. L was ordered to give a bond for my appearance and 
was let go only at nightfall. 

The Magistrate and the Sub-Inspector of Police then hit upon the 
plan of wrongly challenging people nnder;Seotion 107 or 110 of the Civil 
Procedure Code. My two sous, Oharat Singh and Kartar Singh, and 
iwo nephews, Sangra Singh and Tara Singh, along with myself were 
so prosecuted. We got ^numerous adjournments. Eventually we pur- 
chased a recruit for Rs. 120 and secured onr release. After this, the 
Village was forced to supply more recruits, and we, therefore, purchased 
3 recruits. For this purpose, we raised a fund, levying Rs. 10 each 
from menials and non* proprietors, and 5 each from the rest. The 
former had to sell or pawn their utensils to get together their amount. 
My beard, as well as of others, was pulled by the order of the Tahsildar 
and we were subjected to other ill treatment. It was considered better 
to die than to suffer that degradation. On numberless occasions, 
Lambardars and others were beaten with shoes in my presence. They 
were made to sit in the burning sun, or were made to lie flat on the 
ground. There was all round the atmosphere of a shamble. In the 
case under Section 107 lodged against me by Virsa Singh, when 1 
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appeared in Court, the Magistrate told me to lodge a cross complaint 
naming some 30 or 40 persons as aoonsed. I did the same accordingly. 
Warrants were issued against ail. Both parties were sent to looh—np 
and brought out on the condition of each party supplying one recrnit. 
Ultimately, the release of all was purchased by supplying only a single 
recruit, 

‘ 1 1 ' ' I— 

602 

The ifuseemewt of Panjab Sfajli, $on o/BegM Singh, uged 65/Jal, 
Lamhardar of Qhang^ district Oujranwala, 


Reeruitment was effected by foroe^ md we people were miieh * 
oppressed with ib Tbe Sub-Divisional Officer and the Tahsildar ordered 
me to supply recruits md they did not care if I forcibly arrested, or 
procured them other wise* If I failed 'to provide %he 're<juiiile huiiiber, 

I was threatened with dismissal from my office. Eventually we raised 
a fund add purchased recruits. Poor people had much difficulty in 
meetiog the monetary demand* They had to sell their household effects 
etc. for thepurposOi The Magistrate then ordered me to lodge a com« 
plaint under Section 110 of the Civil Procedure Code against a number of 
persons fit for recruitment* I did lodge a complaint accordingly against 
Mehr and several menials of the village. These men had to rot in the 
lock-up for about 2 months. Eventually, being wholly innocent they 
were released^^ without being ordered to furnish security. I and my 
village people had to appear before the Magistrate at various far away 
places on many occasions, where we were subjected to ilbtreatment, 
The people were put to great trouble and degradation. The like of it 
was never heard before. The Lamtardarg_ were made to sit in the euii 
and beaten, and otherwise disgraced. 

' ^AtMandi Ohuharkhana, Fatah Khan 'Naib Tahsildar gave me 4 
blows with a stick in the presence of a large number of people. He 
also kicked me and pulled my beard. Mangal Singh Zaildar was 
given the same treatment in my presence. He was told that he would 
bo shot if he did not bring recruits. I have thrice paid subscriplioos, 
once to the Tahsildar, at another time to the Police, and yet a^in to 
the village people. I never got any receipt for the sums I paid; oor do 
I know for what purpose the subscription was required* We poor 
subjects been subjected to great tyranny. 
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Maohike Bail way Station is three miles from oar village. All my 
village people were ordered to attend the investigation there for 4 or 5 
days. They were made to sit in the borning sun during the day and 
had to lie on bare groand daring the night. Mostly, they had to go 
•without food. The result was that people fell sick. One Bakri fell 
senseless and had to be removed ; and another Sadah fell ill and died 
on the spot. The cattle in onr village also remained without food as 
there was no body to look after them. 

During the recruitment, the people used to tiy away from the village 
on the approach of officers. Whenever the Sul>Iiispeetor of police came 
« ' to the village, he had the people handcuffed and took them along with 

him. As the Police surprised people in their houses at night, they used 
to sleep out in the fields, or otherwise conceal themselves in sugar cane 
crops. The Police SnWnspeotOr forced me to lodge a complaint with 
him under Section 110 of the Civil Procedure Code against Kartaru, 
Jamnn, Gamnn, Tajn, Mehr, Amar Singh and others. This was 
to enable the Police to issue processes against them and to arrest 
them. 

603 

7A« statement o/ Shah Mohammed, son o/ Bahawal, DhUloQ, Jat f; 
aged S8, pari propyietor of Qhang, dutriei Qujranwala% 



In the month of Cli£t 1974, Police Inspector, Sayed Mohammed 
tried to arrest my brother Mehr. He failed on 2 or 3 oocasiona 
Eventually, he succeeded in arresting him and brought him to the 
village. We gave surety for him in the sum of Es. 500. He appeared 
before the Magistrate, who at once sent him to the lock-up. My 
brother was told that either he-should enlist himself or supply a reoruitj 
or else he would be imprisoned. The appllcatioa for bis release on 
bail was rejected, and we were told that the only way to get him out 
was to supply a recruit, I along with Bhagwan Singh, paid Eb 100 to 
one Lachhmau Singh whom we got enlisted. We showed the certificate 
to the Magistrate for having furnished a recruit and thereby procured 
the release of my brother. 

They made attempts to arrest me also, but 1 used to run away and 
to hide myself in the fields. Daring the Martial Law investigations, 
the whole of our village was ordered to be present at the Maohike 
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Railway Station. The people were kept there without food or water 
for days, and it was only when several persons developed cholera 
that we were permitted to leave for our homes. In onr absence, out 
cattle were half dead with hanger, as there was no one to look after 
them, 

Boring the investigation, pressure was pnt upon me and others to 
implicate innocent persons. 


Ihe statement o/Earanx Singh, son of Lola Lahha Mail, 
BraJiman, aged S5, of Qhang, distriet Oujranwala, 


Two years ago, the people of my village were ijMtaoned to 
Sheikhnpnra and ordered to provide recrnits. X was also awed to fur* 
nish a reoroit. X oonid not do so. Rs. 20 as indome-tax was, therefore, 
imposed upon me. 1 was then terrified and collected together Rs. 100 
and a recruit was enlisted Din Mohammed Tabeiidar then pressed me to 
sttfascnbe Rs. 200 to the War Loan. I was forced to pnt my signature 
to a subscription list. As 1 conld not get together the amount I was 
not able to pay it. My income-tas was then raised ,to Rs. 37*3. I filed 
an objection. The Magistrate gave me no date, but simply ordered me 
to go to Mankana Sahib where he was himself proceeding to camp. 
When I presented myself there, I was ordered to attend at Sheikhn- 
pnra. When I went to Sheikhnpnra, I was told that my objection had 
been rejected. My tax has now be^n raised to Rs. fi2-8, altbongh I dc 
not do any money lending business ; nor do 1 get an income on which 
iDOome-tar can be assessed. 

During the Martial Iiaw investigations, much pressnre was pn 
upon me to name innocent persons as offenders. 


The etatemmt of Stllalcha& Singh, eon af Jwtmda Sitigh, aigid SS, 
part proprietor ofGhang, disiriet Qujranvmla, 


Two years ago one Snlakhan Singh, eon of Manga^ filed a com 
plaint under Section 107 of the Civil Procedure Code against me and my 
4 brothers. In the Conrt, ihe Magistrate told ua that We should finilh 
4 fecfuit; or else we would be kept in the lock«»p. ] agreed to fmmiih 
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a reOrnit and purchased one Fazal Din for fta 102. Rs. 40 more were 
speni in getting him enlisted. On producing the necessary certificate 
we were ail released. 


606 

Ths statement of Bhai Isliar SiBgll, son of Slier Singh, aged SO, 
Oranthi of Qhang, District Gt^ranwala. 


One Wirsa Singh lodged a complaint against Obanda Singh and 
others under Section 107 of the Civil Procedure Code. 'When the 
latter appeared itrOourt, the Magistrate told them to file a cross com- 
plaint nans ing a lot of people. Accordingly, a complaint was filed 
against soms 40 persons, against all whom warrants of arrest were 
issued. They had to pay a few rupees each to escape being handcuffed. 
When the parties appeared in Court, the Magistrate ordered some 20 
persons from both sides to be placed in the look-up. Before doing so, 
the Magistrate intimated that if they wanted to escape being sent to 
the lock-np, each party roast provide one recruit. The next day, these 
people were released on bail on their undertaking to comply with the 
requisition. Accordingly, both the contending parties joined together 
and between themselves purchased one recruit and procured their own 
release, 

The Police used to arrest people by surprise at night. Young men, 
therefore, used to spend their nights in concealment in the fields. One 
man, Pahlu by name, famished with cold, while thus in concealment. 
The Police compelled the Lambardar to report against all the young 
men under Section 110 of the Civil Procedure Code. This enabled the 
Police to arrest all those they could lay their hands upon. Once, the 
Police fell upon one Kartar Singh, a handsome youngman of our 
village, in the dead of the night. The poor man got up and ran out 
without any clothes on in the chilly night. He contracted pneumonia 
and passed away. Before his attempted arrest, this boy ha4 slept 
concealed for a month in a shed belonging to me. 
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TIui ataicmnt qf Fazal, son of lal, larUr, aged 4.0, ofGhang, Diitrsc* 

(iuyanwda. 


We are 4 brothers. We vere ordered to pay Es. 20. We h^ 
got no money with ns. We bad one cow with us abont to bear aa off- 
spring, We were obliged to sell it to Pathans who pnrohased it for a 
slaughter bouse. It was a great pain to us to sell the animal. 
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lU statement of Nizam Din, son of Eajada, Tcli, aged Sp, 

Gup'anwalue 


During the recruitment campaign, my brother and myself bad been 
keeping ourselyes oonoealed, because, people used to be arrested by 
force. In our absence, our father aged 80, was caught hold of by the 
Police Sub-Ifispeclot and was badly beaten and ordered to prodooe u& 
a^entdally, we patdEs. 30 towards the recruitment fund with which 

recruits were pnrchaseds 

At night we used to sleep out. while during the day we managed 

to keep oufe o£ fehewayo 

As regards the recruitment methods and the Martial Law invtsli* 

gation, my statement is the same as that of Panjab Singh, loapeoiof 
of Qhang. 
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f!ht aatement of Wasawa Singh, son of Fanjab Singh, IMh», aged SO, 

of GhuwiboTf OujPauwolOfe 


I am the Lambardar of my village. My village was ordered to 
furnish 3 recruits. For this purj-ose, the people of the village were 
made to raise a fund. The poor bad much diffljuliy in meeting the 
demand. They had to pa vu or Sell off their things. We purchased 
one ifcjie® Es. 140, one Karam Bkgh for Ea, 100 and one 

DlaKlI Sin^ lor iU. 200> 
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Before this, we had to appear before the Magistrate at- rarious 
distant plaees from time to time, I had to give bonds for my appear" 
anoe. Ultimately, the Magistrate toll us to raise a fund. The 
Magistrate ordered me to lodge a complaint nnder Section 110 of the 
Civil Procedure Code against young tnen of suitable ages. Accordingly, 
I put in complaint against Bahai Singh, Sharj ira Singh and others, 
Both Bibal Singh and Sharjira Singb, were placed in the lock-up and 
were released when the above named recruits wore supplied on behalf of 
our village. 

The police paid several surprise visits at night to arrest the men 
named in the complaint, batsacaeedsd only in arrestiog only two of 
them. The others ran away and kept themselves concealed in the woods 
and fields. . , 

Daring the Martial Law investigation, all the males of onr village 
of above the age of 12 were called np at the Machika Railway Station, 
They had all to keep in the son daring the day and to lie on the bare 
ground at night, It was only when people began to die of cholera 
that we were permitted to depart. At this place mush ptessnra was 
pat upon ns as to implieits iuaooant persons and to bear false evidaaoe, 
But we refused to tell lies. 


610 

The »tot«Aen{ of Bahai Singh, «o» of Ohanda Singht WiiUm, aged 
SS, of Ohumbar, District Qujranwcda, 


The Lambardar of the village, at the iastauoe of the Magistrate 
in charge of recrnitment, brought a false complaint against myself 
and 5 or 6 others of the vilUge, The Magistrate iBSued warrants of 
arrest agaicst ns. Sahgar Siogh and myself were ar . ested at 4 a. m. 
and the other aceased managed to run away. Both of ns were put in 
the lock.np at Sheikhupura and aers released after the village had 
supplied them the fall quota of recruits. 

The complaint under Stction 110 was absolutely false and without 
any foundation. 

As regards the Martial Law investigation, the statement of 
Wfisawa Singh Lambardar is quite correct 



8$8 ManianwaJa, etc.— No. fill 

611 

fhe Btatameia of Khnshal SiUgh, son of Mafa Singh, code Kamha 
reBidoifitqf NawanPind (Ohak Noels'), Tahsil, Khangah 
Dogran, District Gtyranwala. 


The day following the night on which the Railway Station of Dha- 
ban Singh was burnt, the inhabitants of the f illages of Nawan Find, 
Phalewali, Chorkot, Manianwala, Kolar, Dhaban and Tathian had been 
gathered together on the Railway Station of Dhaban Sigh. The 
Tahsildarjhad arrived there to select one man for membership of the 
Distriot Bo^d. On our arriving there, we saw that the Booking 
Office was on fiye. All of ns came back after giving the Eot. I 
came up to the Railway Station on the third day to inquire whether lhare 
wae any train passing through the station. On reaching it, we came 
to know that the Sub-Inspector of Police was there and was asking 
the porters to let him Know the names of those persons who were 
accomplices in setting the Railway Station on fire. The porters 
answered that the people were too many and they did not know their 
names, and, as it was night time, they could not identify them. The 
Sub- Inspector of Police again said that he would pay them handsomely 
for only letting him know the names of any of the people from the 
adjoining villages. He further added that he would eolkct people 
from those villages and they (the porters ) should only point out some 
of them and that he would see (o their arrest. On the 4th day of the 
burning of the Station, the Tahsildar came to our village and the J 
Ohaukldar of the village came to inform us that all the villagers of 
Nawan Pind^and Ohorkot had assembled there. The Tahsildar ordered the 
Patwari to note down the names of all those persons^with the exception 
of small boys. Then, we ail were taken to the canal bungalow to be 
present before Mr. Bosworth Smith. The Tahsildar ordered in the 
evening that the Sahib would visit the village the next day and that 
everybody should stay at home and should not go out on business. 
Thus, we all assembled together on the eastern side of the village. No 
sooner did the Sahib arrived there than we were all placed in rows. 

The porters, as well as the railway staff, came with the Sahib. 

The porters were ordered by the Sahib to indentify from the rows of 
the (people those men who were concerned in setting the Railway Stitioo 
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on fire. All those that were pointed out by the porters were separated 
from the others and bound band and feet. 

The identification was conducted in the following manner : — 

Certain men were indentified by one of the porters, with a Lambar> 
dar, Zaildar and Sub'lnspector of Police at his elbow. Then again 
another porter was made to indentify others in a like manner. Thus 
some 28 or 29 men were arrested- 

One Bhagwan Singh begged to state that he did not leave his 
home on the said day. The Sahib ordered him to be bound to a tree 
and flogged twelve times, beoanse he (Bhagwan Singh) had made a snb* 
mission. After that, all the persons that were indentified by the porters 
were taken to the Bailway Station. When the names of the people 
were called by the Patwari, Ishar Singh was not present. The Sahib 
inquired whether there was any relative of his present. The Patwari 
replied that his brotber«in*law, meaning Khushal Singh, was there. 
The Sahib ordered my arrest. We were all taken to the Sarai and 
shut up in a room and a guard was posted outside. We remained there 
for two days without getting any thing to eat or to drink. The rela- 
tives who came there with food were inrned back. Next day we were 
taken to Ohnharkhana in a goods train. Again on the evening of the 
next day we were brought down to Iiahore in the same train and put in 
jail. We stayed there for 8 days. On the 9tfa day we were taken 
back to the canal bungalow. Ishar Singh also arrived on that day. The 
Sub-Inspector told him that if he deposed in favour of tbeprosMUtloni 
he would not be arrested. Teja Singh, son of Mauya Singh Kumboth 
of Nawan Pind, was also there at that time and was made a prosecution 
witness. - ; 

Sadhu Singh goldsmith, Jawala Singh Zaildar, and Santa Singh, 
son of Jawala Singh had also been arrested and they were set free by 
the Snb-Inspeotor of Police on their promising to appear as proseou* 
tion witnesses. No sooner was Ishan Singh made a prosecniion 
witness than I was also released. Every body from our village, man 
or woman, was made to sit before the Tahsildar. Everybody who was 
arrested was called and sentence pronounced against him. No evidence 
was taken. If any one spoke out anything, he was beaten, 

Tahsildar put pressure upon me and realised the amount of 
Bs. Sd for the war fund. The Tahsildar used to visit the village. He 
detained, 'every body with him, bat allowed those to go awajr Whe 





d$Q BtUraift&wftla, «il loiifti a «ia, 

woald subseribs 6o the above ftod, I bad to give one reorait on 
payment of Rs, 200 being flompelied by Sirdar Amar Singh, £. A. 0> 
During his tours, Saidar Amar Singh used to take me and other 
vUlagemen along with him with the object of obtaining rooruits. He 
sometimes called ns to one village, and at another time to another. The 
name of the recruit that I bonght for enrollment was Parbhm 


af Bishin Singh, son 0 / Eaisar 8ii^h, easts ITaw&o, 
aged SS, 0 / NawanPind, Abadi Khurd, (Ohah iVh. ?8 ) 
Tahtil, Khangcih Dogran, Distriet Qujranu/ala. 


■Kib RaiWay Station of Dhaban Singh ^was bnrnt dotvn bi'lSth 
AptiL After the 8rd or 4th day of this event, thd Shbi‘fnS|ti'^i'of 
Police eknt for the Lambardars and Zaildara to the Bailwhy Stlildn# 
They were placed in the jail in ofder that they might get the real 
culprits arrested- A few days afte^i the Tahsildar came toonr viliage. 
We were ordered by him to report onrseives tbe next morning before 
/the Sahib ha the. village of Nawan Find ; otherwise our fields would 
be< forfeited! and our property would be auctioned, and we onr* 
selves would be placed under arrest. We reported ourselves at 
the village Nawan Find in the morning as ordered by the Tahsildar. 
The Superintendent of Folioe, Sardar Amar Singh, the Xhspeotor of 
Folloe, and the Sub-Inspector of Police were also there. Then Mr. 
BcmwoTth Smith arrived on the scene and he was followed by porters 
fmd the railway staff. After that, the Sub-Inspector of Police oaUcd^ 
the names of the following persons: — 

1 Hakim Singh. 6 Aima Singh. 

2 Sodagar Singh. 6 Jagat Singh. 

3 Labh Singh. 7 Nuro Weaver, 

4 Kahan Singh. 8 Bbagwan Singh. 

These men were held to he culprits and are now in the Jail. They 
were seated separately. The Sub-Inspector ordered them to take those 
seats which were formerly occupied by them (the Sub-Inspeofcor and 
others). Then the Zaildar and the Lambardsr made a railway clerk 
to identify ‘soma four persons. In other words, the railway baboo 
dndiuliiied' the following four persons Hakim Singh, 2 'Sodagar 
xiJBinghj!'3 Atma Siaghand 4 ^i^fr-SkgV at the instigation * of |bc 
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Thaywere separated from tbe others. The Baboo had been saying 
all the time that he coaid not identify them exactly. Bat the 
Bambardar and Zdidar told him ( the railway Baboo ) that they had 
alre^ady their names on the list and that he might give their names. 
The porters similarly identified them. They were arrested and taken 
to the Bailway Station. 

I paid Bs. 36 as War sabseripiion to escape the harassment by the 
Tahsildar. The Tahsildar had been troubling as for sabsoriptioa for 
about six months. I had also purchased one recruit for R». 100 from 
the Amritsar district and got Mm enlisted. 
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Letter of Mr. A. Wathen, Principal, Wuiha College, Amritaar, 
re t the eorwietion of Bhagat $ingh and Maghar Singh, 
aom of Jiwan Singh of NavianFini, {Ohak No, 7S) 
Tahsil, Khangah Dogran, Diatriet Gujranuiala. 


1. These two men were convicted on the 9th of May, 1919, under 
article 6 (a), (h), (e), Indian Penal Oode, the charge being that they 
took part in burning Ohaban Singh Hallway Station and were sentenced 
to two years’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Bs. 200 each. 

The parties are now appealing agmnst th^r coiyiption on the 
following grounds s— 

(a) They were not present that day at the Railway Station and 
offered to produce several witnesses to prove an aMH. 
Their witnesses were not called by the Court, 

(b) They were identified by coolies of the Baiiway Station who 
were to them complete stranger, and it is suggested that 
the coolies were prompted, possibly bribed, by certain ene* 
mies of theirs to single out these two brothers. 

(e) The enemies, it is suggested, are Jowala Singh Zaildar and 
Jiwan Singh Lambardar, who have an old quarrel with 
the family of di wan Singh. This quarrel which is about 
- Iiambardarship has been going on for about yesurs. 
Evidence about it can easily be had and was offered, bat 
was not called for. 

(d),Tlfi8 statement has been made to me by the sqji|gest 
broker of the aconsed, 3af|t Singh, bpy .of 1^ 1, 

kxwwv .W(9U, m,d wfeo 
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college and school. Of Jagab Singh’s personal loyalty 
I have no doubt whatever. I am in a position to know 
what Jagat Singh’s feelings are and a suggestion that 
Jagat Singh was a politician of anti-British tendency woald 
be regarded here as ludicrous; also the fact that these 
brothers, who support the boy, sent him here suggeste that 
they are loyal ; for it is usually the loyal Sikhs who send 
their sons from far to an institution which is supposed 
to have the special favour of the Sirhar. I have made enqui- 
ries among the Railway Station coolies, many of whom 
know the convicted brothers, and their universal opinion 
is that the brothers are perfectly innocent and the case 
has been got up against them by their enemies. 

The point which seems to vitiate the evidence against these 
men, is, that the third brother Mangal Singh was also 
identified by the same coolies as having b«wn present at 
the Railway Station. It so happened . that on the very 
day when he was alleged to have been at Dhaban, he 
happened to be staying with Jagat Singh at Khalsa College 
and was seen there by many reliable witnesses including 
the Vice-Principal and some members of the staff. 

He ( Mangal Singh } actually came to see me 
in order to get leave for Jagat Singh. I wrote and 
told the Deputy Commissioner of this and [on learning it 
the Court immediately ordered Mangal Singh's release. I 
suggest that had the Court realised that Mangal Singh, 
whose oliM was proved was the brother of Bhagat Singh, 
and Maghar Singh, it would have regarded the evidence ^ 
identifying them as vitiated by the same coolies, who V** 
identified Bhagat Singh and Maghar Singh, and also 
identified Manpl Singh. 


614 

of SurSiiiB Sini^h) son of Skniw 8ing\ lute 
u^ied SS, Namn PineJ, {Ohak No, 78) IM, 3%^mwda* 


(kk the 26th of April, 1919, outside the Tillage whea tie whole people 
wete before Mr% Bos worth Sooiith, I was ssiedl sboiat the preitact of 
^ Biagi, son of Jewan Singhs I said that he was not priieat tticre# 

- other people, ineh as Jw»la Singh ^iaildar and Jiwaa iinghi 
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deposed that he was in the riot. Upon this, Mr, Bosworth Smith sen- 
tenced me to three months imprisonment at once and 1 was sent out to 
Chuharkhana and Lahore, On the 5feh or 6th of May, 1919, I was let off 
from Ohuharkhana as It was found out afterwards from the letter of 
the Principal of the .Khalsa College that Mangal Singh was at Amritsat, 
on the day of the occurrence at Dhaban Singh, Mangal Singh, also, wa^ 
released on the 9th or 10th of May, 1919. I was thus convicted quite 
unjustly and wrongly, I was dismissed from my Lanibardarship on 
the 9th of May, 1919, although I was innocent. 
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T!ie statement of Sohan Singh, son of Sunder Singh, caste Kambo, of 
Nawan Finely {Ohah No. 7S), Distriet Gujranwala. 


The Deputy Commissioner halted at the Pacoa Dalla Bungalow on 
the 29th of April last. The Deputy Commissioner came to our village 
and enquired of me whether M\ngal Singh, son of ^Jiwan Singh was in 
the village during the previous days. I , replied that he had gone to 
Amritsar. But the Zaildar ’said that Mangal Singh was there. The 
Deputy Commissioner called four respectable men from the village, 
Jiwan Singh, Sohan Singh, Jwala Singh and Ganda Singh also 
supported the Zaildar that Mangal Singh was there in those days. 
This enraged the Deputy Commissioner against me, and consequently 
he sentenced me to three months’ imprisonment. For throe or four 
days, we remained at Chuharkhana in the train and then were sent to 
Lahore Jail. On the 5th of May, I was released and the Deputy Com- 
missioner ordered me to return to my village. After this, on the 
9th of May, I was removed from Lambardarship. Mangal Singh was 
released on the lOth of May, when the Principal of the Khalsa College 
Amritsar, reported that Mangal Sing, was at Amritsar in those days. 
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statement of Nandi, of Khuslid, Caste Kamlo resident 
of Mawan Find (.Chak Mo. 78), TahsH, JJoyran, District Gujranwala^ 

My son Surain Singh and my son-in-la’s?, Labh Singh were punished 
Ruder Martial Law, the former being sentenced to one year’s im- 
prisonment (suesequently .reduced to six months), and the latter to 
two years’ imprisommeut with a fine of two hundred rupee8(afterwpird« 

I, p, p. 24 
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redoofid lio nine JJmontha’ imprisonment with flue aa before ). No 
defence witness was ever demanded. In fact, every body against 
■whom the railway coolies reported was pnoished, Th i Sahib Bihi- 
dnr also gatheiing together ail the victims in a row read oat the 
sentence for all in one breath. No tuati was asked to give even his 
statement. A man belonging to their Kot objecteii to such a procedure. 


He was fastened to a Shitham tree and severely lashed. 

If anybody refnsed to appear as witness he was made to st ind 
in front of the machine gun and threatened with instantaneous shooi tog. 

'At Mulanwala a man was shot to death while reaping the -Rheat 
crop, and another was wounded. 

War Loan was extorted from our village with much coercion. 
Offleers visited the ^village several times to reoive money. Whoever 
hesitated was dishonoured and beaten with shoes. Several times when 
the TahsUdar was on tour if any m'an was absent, he would 
order that the absentee be brought before himself, otherwise he yfould 
make his wife appear before him. 

At the time of recruitment people were made to put their tlin nfa 
impressioas, by exposing them. to indignity. The D.*poty Sdiib and 
the Tabsildar came with a large number of men and surrounded the 
yiHage|: and then made all the villagers to assemble j then picked 
out the young men and arrested them. At that time both of my sons 
had fled away, because we do not hold any squares. Many people 
were arrested and taken to Gujranwala, OhanJa, Tcj'a aingh and 
others were found to be fit with the medical test while Koagm Singh, 
Hoham and others, unfit, and were dismissed. The b arcs of people 
were pulled by way [.of inflicting indignity on them and they were 
also made to stand in the sun thewoola day. The Sahib Bahadur 
levied a fine of 10 thousand rupees which is bdng realised along 
with the land revenue dues. One third of the whole sum was realised 
with the last Batfi revenue. 


617 

0/' Singh WB of £harak Singh, Jan/iadar, nudpit 
of JHawan Find (chak £0. fS) Taliik Khangah, JUogran, 

Fiti: QvjrMOala, 


I have been in service in Cavalry No. 10 for thirty years and wa« 
l ^apadst there. During my service I had always worked 

' ' ' ' ' '■ " ' i,,,.** '1 ,, 
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and creditably and ara enjoying a pension now. At the time of ■■■pension ^ 
I was bestowed a few squares of land: as a Safedposh in recognition of 
my services* My father had been given' a sqnare of land as a reward 

for his services. 

During the^Wartfme^ applications were invited for the post of 
Larnbardar fEd my grandfon^ Sohan Singh applied; for it and wm 
appolnled Lambardar by the Depnty Commissioner, 

'Diirlog; the War we bad provided '3 or 4 recruits and: had spent 
about. Es, 400 lor the purchase, ■ There was the standing order that he, 
who wonld give the largest number of recruits will be recommended 
for Lainbardarehlp, Sometimes the whole of the village was called 
and they were compelled to provide recruits and often ignominiously^ 
insulted, . 

' Rs* 250 were realised from me for the War Doan, which had not, 
been returned up to this time, Rs. 50^ were compulBorily taken pes 
square, which has not been returned up till now. 

The Tabsildar had realised Es. 25 from me for the 0‘Dwyer Fund, 
under the order of the Sab-Uivisiooal Officer, and it was ordered that 
otherwise my grandson would b© removed from Lambardarship, 

Ev^ry one from our village was pressed to pay Rs. 5 at least for 
the O'Dwyer Fund and from some, bigger sum^ were realised. It was 
all done insultingly. Now, daring , the Martial Law days, Sohan 
Singh my grandson, has been removed from; Lambardarship without 
hearing his defence, though heis totally innocent. 

618 

The statement of Hita Singh, son of MmI Singh, Ehatri Bhatia, aged SO, 
Sawan Find, ( ohak No. 78 Khurd), Dist, Gajranwala. 

iwas made to pay Rs. 108 at Nawan Find for the expenses of 
ChauU police and other camps of the police, etc, who were camped at 
Kawan Find. It was the |th of the whole expenses and I paid on 
behalf of the people of this place. This was paid on the 30th Baiahokh 
1976 (abont 12th May), 

Rs. 21-10 were paid on the 23rd of Jaiih, 1976, to the shopkeepers 
of Nawan Find (Kishen Chand Sham Singh) on the order of Latnbardar 
Snudtr Singh and it was on account of the expenses of the police 
ehuuhi. It was also iih of the whole expenoes. 
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Oq JaUh 20, 1976, 1 gave on behalf of the peoplo the following 
rations to the police chauhi and it was for ono day j-~ 


Hour 

16 seers 

Bs. 2-8 

Dal 

2 seers 

Rs 0-10 

Sugar 

1| seers 

Rs. 1 

Ghee 

1 seer 

Rs. 2 


Total 



I was paid by the people the amotint of Rs, 108 by collections and 
the rest is to be yet realised. Moreover, the village people were made to 
give milk sometimes 10 seers per day fox- many days aitd than 2 seers 
per day. One cart load of fnel was also given. And nothing has been 
paid for these articles taken by the police or other officials. 
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The Blatment of Cliaii4| son of GanMh Dm Amm^ afii 52^ 

. ' ' ' of Tini^ ( ehah Not 78 ) (hilranwala* 


' I'ms ordered by the Lambardars of ilie village to git© rations 
to the Offlcers^ho were^bere from time to time daring tbe Martial Law « 
days and afterwards to the Police CJmMdars, Of thip, Hi, (32 were m 
account of the Chaddars for which two applications were made to Mr* 
Penny and one to the Superintendent of Police but no reply has been 
Modved by'the Lambardar or by myself. Ration here was given to Mr* 
Penny and Mr* Bosworth Smith also. In all abonl Hs. 400 worth of 
ration was supplied. This amount) was not paid by the officialB’ menJr' 
who took these articles bat -by the village people in accordance with 
their share. I am a shopkeeper ia the village and keep accounts of snch 
expenses made on behalf of jthe people and this is also emtered in my 
account books. Milk was also supplied to camps by the village 
amounting to about 21 maunds in all and goats too. 
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The statement of Jwali, wife (^Kalian Singh, Kawdio, aged .W, 
Nawan Find, (CAafc No, 78, Khurd), Dist, Oujramoala. 


/ The male population of this village was first called to Dhaban 
^gh Railway Station, where they were^bept fox* four days and war# 
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amanwala, 


Again people were' called, to Hawan Find for identification and 


A rope was sent for^ which was brought by Satrn (Jhavikidarf with 
which Bhagwan Singh was bound to a tree. Salru was ordered to 
cane him and he gave 13 lashes* Mr« Bosworih Smith was standing by 
Mm and said he did net mind if he was dead. He became unconscious 
and water was poured Into his mouth and after a little lime he came to 
his senses. He ifas then taken away by the Sub-Inspector and arrested* 
TMs frightened all the pobpie -anl none dared to speak. 
Soldiers with rifleB were standing round all and Mr, ' Bosworih Smith 
said that if anybody spoke he would be also treated likewise^ 


children® were there and sat from sunrise to sunset. 


The sMewmnb of Nand Singh) Bon of Fateh Singh^ Kamho^ aged 


Singh Bail way Station having been, called by,, the , Deputy, Commission- 
er (Mr. Bosworih Smith) and remained there .for about, , 4 days. I was 
not given any time for food. My food was taken by the females from 
here and they were required to pay rupee one per head for the food 
being given Re. 4 were paid by my relatives. 


The whole male population of the village from 10 years upwards 
was sent for. They were made to sit In rows and in the sun from 
morning till evening. Mr. Bosworih Smith was there. My brother 
'Bhagwan Singh stood with folded hands and said that he was innocent 
and had not committed any crime. Upon this Mr. Bos worth Smith 
became very angry and ordered him to be beaten. 
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The stcUement o/ Boo^a Sing'll, son o/ .JwoZa Sin?’/. e'Me Tsnmha, reelJent 
of Naioan Find, {Ghak Ho. 75). Vial, Oujranwala, 

My real brother, wlio was senteneedto 2 yea’^s im’irisMimpnt aad 
Es. 2C0 fine has had bis imprisonment redaced to ^ mouiha aud the 
fiue rejuaining the same. No eviJense was tiiken. 

Oar village was fined Rs. 10,000 which was to he paid along with 
land revexme. One third was taken daring the laat llahi. 

We paid Rs, .')0 each for the War Loin. Citr vilingers subscribed 
to the War Loan under the threat that he who did not pay would be 
imprisoned or shot. 

In the days of reeruitment the recruits were taken from o«r village 
for every fire squares (Murabbas). Men who have been given by OS 
were got with gre-at difficulty; we had often to spend Rs. 200 p“r head. 

Ouse the Deputy and the Tahsildar came to oor vill lEje and made ua 
all sit in the sunshine. Ten or twelve men were loreibiy captured and 
sent to Gujeanwala. The villagers were asked to catch held of the 
beard of one another. 

Once the Naib Tahsildar went to chak Sesian and there he 
beat an old man who fell down senseless and who was ordered to give 
all his sons as recruits. When his sons came to know of this happen* 
ing they together with all the villagers came runuing. bni the Naib 
Tahsildar fled away, and Syed Mohammed constable and Zdidar re- 
mained there. Tahsildar spoke about this matter to ttie Deputy who v 
came there on the same day with S. Sant Singh Inspector. Thuae who 
did not bring recruits were made to lie down on the platform and were 
, beaten with shoes by Nura and Syed Mohammoi coastabies. They 
disgraced the Lambardars by holding their beards. 

623 

The joint ttatemnt 0 / Jiwan Singh Lamlardar, Kamlo'nged SO and qf 
Saruin Singh, ofNawaa Find, (ehofe No, 78 ) Diat. Gujranwala. 

: During the recruiting days one estra assistant Commissioner oama 

ftl4,^Uedall the people ( male) of this tillage and surroanded them,' 
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None was allowed fo go out, Gtiards were placed over ns and we were 
forced to give recrnifs and were abused also, Sber Smgb. son of Dial 
Singb, and ‘Ojagar Singli son of Prom Sigh, were beaten befjre m Sher 
Singh wa8 an old nim and he was obliged' to bring his son, TJJagar 
Sio,gii was beaten with a view ''to brothers* The beards of 
some were , also pulled by Nnra' Ghaprasi ■■■and were got pulled by each 
other. He geleettul Boms young tnen. out of the asgeuibly and the 
rest were let off in the ovening, ' . 18 were selected from here and sent 
at once to the llai! way Station aod from there to Gojmowaia, We were 
threatened to be deprived of our land, : if we did not give reoniitStt. I 
(Surain Singh) had to buy recruits for' which I had to pay Rs., 900. ■ 
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Btatement o/ Hafi Singh, f>j Jhanda. Singly resident of Wawan 

Pmdfi Chak No. 78 ) fahsil Khangah, Dogrmg DhL Gufranwala^ 


My son Jagat Singh aged 15 or 16 years was sf-nteneed to two 
yearsMniprisonment and Rs# 200 fine in Mania! Law days* On the 
appeal for mercy the imprisonment came down tci"’9 months 'and the £ne 
remained the same. On the lOtk of April, I9l9, 1 went to Nurkot, district 
Amritsar, and on llie 20th of April came back and was arrested. JSfo 
proof was taken. 

During the war days I was forced to give several recruits. The whole 
day, we, the villagers had to stand in tha sonshine having in hands the 
b«rard of one another. They made ub perform the operation of standing 
'% and sitting* During these days w© were troubled much. I gave one 
recruit spending Ra« 50 on him, We paid in _ War Loan Rs, 40 per 
Murabba (square) collected after much trouble. We were told that we 
would be prevented from harvesting if we did not subscribe to the War 
Loan. We were forced to pay Ra* 5 per head for O^dwyer Fund, 

Sub-Division 'll OSicer said that he had lo collect one lac of rupaai 
from Khangah Bogran. Deputy Commissioner came to Ohuharkhana 
during Martial Law days and forcibly collected Rs* 6 per head and 
said that a Toba Gh<ir would be erected in Ohuharkhana, but no receipt 
was given. 

During Martial Law no evidence was taken. Men were mad# 
to stand in a line and on being pointed out by coolies were arresltd* 
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TJte statement of Aso, wife of Ishar Singh, resident of Nawan IHnd, 

( Gtuik No, 78 y, Distriet Gi^ranwala, 

My Boii named Suncior Singh was sentouced tu two years’ impri- 
gonment and lls. 200 line but on the appeal for mercy his conli)i6m''nt 
was reduced to 9 months and the* line remameJ the same. The 
men ware not allowed to prove their innocence. They were made 
to stand in a line and the man, who was pointed out by the coolies 
of the Railway Station was arrested. Having made the accused to 
stand in a line the officer tgentenced almost every one to two years’ 
imprisonment and Rs. 200 fine. No one was allowed to give his 
statement. 

During the recruitment days, we were greatly troubled. After 
every 3rd or 4th day the Tahsildar and the Deputy uwd to' home 
and worry the people by making them stand in the sun. 

The people beat ^the men with shoes. Men were forcibly taken 
to Gniranwala. One of my sons was a sepoy before the War and one 
named %ila Singh has been forced to be a sepoy. Every body iu our 
village was forced to pay Rs. 50 each for the War Loan, The people 
were told that if they did not subscribe to the War Loan, cases would 
be hied against them. 

The subscriptions for the O’Dwyer fund were collected by the 
officer of Sheikbupura with great vigour. 

' Daring the days of War the Deputy and the Tahsildar along with 
other men surrounded our village. 1 went to Gujranwala in person fi; 
and submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, Gujranwala, that two of 
my sons were already in the Army and that our village should not 
be disgraced. 
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»«. Cf Jfr. Bar floia], a«jra. 

• / of eight years standing and have been a \r ■ 

rapalCommWoaetforav. rears. A aamber of c„ilege',t„ae„r, JbT 

X: rnrL'r o'rxi™ r 

Tins party came from the Station to the to^ n P* 

Bill Mammmir and “ Mahatma Gandhi hi fat/ " ^iowlatt 

from''L‘tojsTsS Ir 

faand in it. So on the TIL 3 h.? responsible person had any 
Oathe night of the Utb, I was deputed by the DelTtfo"^ rn Gojrat. 
to keep watch in m.v ward. I got five^more frS 
A!i went on well in my ward and tbai-n “ends to assist me. 

th,. morolog „£ tho^S f 0„ 

liersuado Iho people to open (heir ,hopr”na°^r'' 

U.. hooto Of .be I..poO%.totowtrto cooSl'L™* 

to be adopted to preYent- . the 'mob- ■ from r ■ 

.^T committing any mischief. The Deputy 
w)t less than a mile from the Scotch Mission HigTscrT 
we were still in attendance on the Denutv o ^ 
were, receiyed that the mob had attLpfed “ews 

closed, but on the Head Master standinsj ^ school 

stones and broke windows and glass panes! ‘^rew 

_ On the 15th, the ibopa remained closed, and the mn-t nr 

strong, who had been called from Jhelum in case of em 

TDOt get prosision^. The Tahsildar of a ■ t “ergency could 

to their supplies: He I ^ T 

grom jmerchant, and a Mnnicipai Commissioner, and Kursi 

to assist him. Bala Tara Chand was in attendance on tl Lh^Sr 

XppllT '>«lpeA»en to 
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The mob paraded the streets on the ISth also, and on their waj 
smashed the Manicipal streets limps. The Sub-Inspeetor was ail 
along with them, but he did not restrain the mob. When the mob 
reached the Bailway Station and some glasses ol the doors of the 
waiting room were smashed, the senior Sab-J udge ordered the police 
to fire, but no injury was oansed thereby. Some boys were arr»5gte«l 
on the spot. 

Arrests were made also in connection with the disturtiancos at the 
Mission High School. liala Tata Chand and I were also arrestetl 
on the 20th ot April and had to undergo our trial before the Summary 

^General Court Martial b'o. 1, presided over by the Hon’ hie Mr. Justice 
Lesli Jones. I am of opinion that we %wre arrested, becanse we wera 
not in the good books of the Senior Sabordinato Judge ( Sahr.ada Asiul 
Jan), Deputy Superintendent of Police (Syed Fazal Husain Shah ) amS 
their party. 

Seth Chiragh Din was already on his trial before Ifeh* Ifeliios 
Subordinate Judge, l^ala Mohammed KAstmiri was subseqnmittf 
convicted by Sahzada Mohammed Yusaf Khan. Lala Tara Chand ami 
myself at the instance ot Sheikh Azmat Ullah, Shahzada Asad Jan anti 
Syed Fazal Hnaain ‘.Shah were charged with the gravest oil’enee amt 
jent up for trial to Lahore. 

Martial Law was proclaimed in Gajrat on the 19th of April, al- 
though the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. William, had 'tolegrauhed to Sir 
Michael O’Dwyer that Martial Law was not required in Onjrat ; .ami 
when he received the news about Martial Law, he queried whether it 
was not meant for Gujtat, Bombay. 

In the days of Martial Law, the Deputy Superintendent of Folici|J 
and his party were masters o! the situation and could harass any 
ferson. My house and the houses of other respectable persons wer« 
searched without any cause whatsoever. Lala Mool Raj pleader, wa* 
arrested on the 17th of April and kept in lock-up till the 7th of May, 
■when he was honourably acquitted by the Summary General Oottit 
Martial. This genetleman had the misfortune of signing memorial* 
.against Azmat Ullab» 

On ^th April, 1919, we were all taken. In handcuffs frosatb® 
Gujrat JaU to the Railway Station ( about half a mile ). We weam 
token to Lahore smd in the burning beat, we were made to walk fifow 
the. Railway Station to the Sessions Court, ( about a mile ahd a half % 
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We were required to file tlie lists of defence witEesses there and 
without coBSttltlng our legal advisers. With handcuffs on, we had lo 
prepare these lists, and late in the, evening ; were taken to the Central 
Jail, Lahore, There we were shut'; In ■ nncomfortable cages and w© 
were not let oiil even for nature’s wants, ■ 

Sheikh Azmat Ulkh^ Shah^ada Asad Jan, and Syed Fazal Hnsiain 
Shah, Deputy Saperlntendeiit of Police, wilfully and deliberately 
perjured themselves when they deposed before ^the Summary Gl-eneral 
Court Martial at Lahore that I was not at , the house of the Bapiity Com« 
mtssioner at the time of the disturbance at the Mission SebooL Diwan 
Sita Ram, Junior Subordinate Judge, Lala Vidya Dhar Extra Assistant 
CommiBsioner, Oh. Keear Ram, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Bai 
Sahib Kidar Nathi Mono, rary : Magistrate, Lala Ram Chand Municipal 
Commissioner, Lala Hukam Ghand Taadon, Lala Ishar Das Vakil High' 
Court and Municipal Commissioner, Lala Bam Saran Das, Court IdS"* 
■pector Police, Lala Bishambar Das, the senior most pleader in Giijrat, ' 
and the president of the Bar Association, Gujrat, ail positively and 
■definitely ..swore to my presence that I was not present at the house of 
■'the 'Deputy Commissioner before and after the occurrence at the Mission 
Sehooi These cases were due to the existence of factions in GujraL This 
was admitted by the Summary General Court Martial. The Summary 
General Court Martial farther held that the prosecution evidence in my 
case was tainted and that deliberate perjury was committed even by 
oSicials. The Hon’ble Judges of the Commission ware convinced of my 
Innocence from the start of the trial. They would not even record my 
statement or call for defence, but I insisted on doing it and they agreed* 
On 1*84^19, 1 applied to the Punjab Government to grant me the sanction 

prosecute Shahzada Asad Jan, Syed Faisal Hussain Shah, Deputy 
St^:iariiit8iident of Police, and Sheikh Azamat Uilah for wilful perjury 
and false statement made before the Summary General Court MartiaL 
and respectfully submitted that I had been a victim of bitter animosity^ 
My life, honour and whole career was in deadly perIL But the Punjab 
Qmmmmmt would not grant me sanction. I am not even siippllei 
with a copy of the full order of the Punjab Government rejecting my 
application, neither a copy of my application for sanction^ though I 
aiked for them. 

On ao^ount of the events which occurred in the last d!starbanee» 
.at . Gujrat, the Government has imposed a punitive police 
Mm for three years* Under rules, as they exist, the charge f#r 
Lhls force should be levied from the inhaMtants of Gujral; area witho®!^ 
4i^inction of casle m oreed, according to their means, except thoie 
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whohave been epecially exempted bj the Local Th^' 

principle has been lost sight of in asBessing the tax. The legal practi- 
tioners, abont 30 in number, have been assessed to pay near y one 
fourth of the whole tax, though on 15th April, they in a body ap. 
proached the Deputy Commissioner and requested him to allow them to 
go to the mob and try to dissuade them from doing any misclnef One 
fourth of the tax is to be realised from Lala Bam Chand, a moat loyal 
and law abiding man. He is the man who in the caracity of the 
president of the Sax^atan Dharam Sabha called .a mec ing on oth 
Aorii 1919 and arranged for a special lecture on htty BhafiU or devo- 
Zn to the brown, and it was simply through the effect of this preach 
ing that there was no Imtal or fasting on Ctb April, ami 
.very one was opposed to it. His only fault was that against the wishes 
of the Senior Sub Judge and Deputy Superintendent ol ohce he 
deposed before the Summary General Court Martial at Labor, that I 
was at the house of the Deputy Commissioner the news 

of the' attack at the Mission High School was brtsbghfe Thu 

tax imposed is Rs. 14000 per year. One sixth has already been tea Used. 
The plLders have not been assessed equally or according to any h^d 

method- . ^Tbe Deputy Superintendent of Felice, fall two montm alter 

the disturbances, got some concocted evidence against^ the .«u.l Lak 
to the effieci that he liad a Larxcl in tlie clnaiiiii ahop*j, 

and on the basis of that police Ole, Lain Exm Chand, to the utter 
surprise of the whole town, has been directed by the OoTCrnment to he 
removed from his seat on the Municipality. 

I may mention that I gave a near relation of mine into fh.^' Indian 
Defence Force. I have worked as Secretary of the Indian Utli* I i-und, 
Indian , Double Company, Our Day, War Loan, St. .Tohn Ainbulancf’ 
Association etc, and have myself contributed towards variou-, iur"“ 
and the War Loan. I am granted Sanads for my services. 



C" 


627 - 

fliB stalemBi!^ of Mn Mohammed Din Khoja of&ujmU 


I di'i Bot Join the meetings inOnJi’afc o! Ifao Uth anil IStli of Apri% 
1919* Two police constables came tome in the afternoon wiili a sum- 
mons. Toe sum moos was addressed to Klioja llohammeii Amin# I there* » 
:i0re4eelinedio, gigiilt/and'Midthatii ..was In .the:;ntmi of , 

.bammed Amin and not Mohammed Din* Khoja Mohimmed Amin Is tli0f 
:■ ; Khnda Baksh* The-policemin threatened iiii ami iild 
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I should sigtt it and acoompany^them to the lionse of Depniy Saperinteii* 
dont of Police* I being a poor man# signed as Mohammed Din through 
fear* The police took me to Palz Assan Shah who asked me my name to 
which I replied ; ^Mohammed Din He said in anger, No, your naime 
is Mohammed Amin and you are telling a lie/’ He ordered the 
policemen to take me outside* Accordingly, I was taken outside. 
I remained in their custody till the dead o£ night after 
which I was released and ordered to foe ■ present again, the nex'l; 
clay* As ordered, I presented myself again the ^next day, when I wai 
made to sit Ml! 12 o’clock at night. I was hungry all the clay and repeat- 
edly requested them that, being a poor man, I should be released soon ; 
otherwise, my children would be starved to death ; but inspite of that, 
I was ordered to be present again the following day* The third day 
t was a little late. Oh. Abdullah Khan, Member of th© Muniolpal Com- 
fnifclee, and Lai Khan Lambardar, with 2 policemen came to my house 
and took me forcibly to the Superintendent of Police and told Mm 
/Ihat my name was Mohammed Amin also, I protested, saying that 
my name was Mohammed Din, but no foody would listen to me* 
It was said that Mohammed Amin who had Joined the Mission School 
people etc., was tho son of Khoja Khuda Baksh, but as Khoja Khuda" 
Baksb was a friend of Sheikh Azamat Dilah, Honorary Magistrate and 
of Abdulla Khan, Lai Khan, ©to, he was released. I was put to mack 
trouble for nothing* At last, I got myself released after much 
trouble. ' ' ’ ' ' ■ ■ , 
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The statenierO' of Syed Goolani Shallii Uffsd a?, Senior tnoii pleader of 

Oujrat. 


1 am a pleader of 30 years standing in Gnjrat. I bafe been a 
Municipal Oommisaioner for three years, 

I was in Gnjrat daring the month of April last and faiter. I kaosv 
that there was hartal on the I4th of April. To my knowledge no respon- 
sible parson had anything to do with the hartal. There was no aerioaa 
disturbance in Gnjrat at all. 

There are two factions in Gnjrat. One headed by Sheikh Azniat- 
Ulla, Honorary Magistrate, and the other by Seth Cheragh Din. The 
lormer was assisted by the late Shahzada Mohammed Yasaf and Syed 
IFsssal Haeaain Shah, Deputy Saperintendant of Police, and the latter 
► By Mr. Har Gopal and Lala Tara Chand. 




®h,« Mreste that took plaee in Ctnjvat were in my opinion dne t®» 
the inatigatloBs of the Azmat UUa faction. 

In' my' opinion, Martial Law was totally ancalled for in Gnjrals.. 
and the pnriitiTO police was an oppressive imposition. 


2%« etat 0 mtd of Kundan Lai, son of Chaii Earn, Khatri, med tO 


My father is dead and mother alive. In April last, I had gone to 
Gnjrat to see my relative, Danlat Earn Puri. On the IBth of April, I 
went to the Railway Station with the mob to sea the Tamaaha. I then 
went to a field to ease myself. I heard shots being fired. Being 
afraid, I remained sitting there in the fileds, wherenpon, I was caaght 
and was brought to the town in handcnffs and pnt in the loek-np and 
then transferred to the Jail lockup; I was then released on bail the 
nest tfay, and was^ anreBted again when certain aecnsed persons were 
ttanrferred to Lahore for trial. I remained in the Lahore Jail for nine 
^Ays. I had been sent to Lahore in handcnffs along with the other 
aecnsed. We were given very bad meals (of gram dost, etc). 1 was^ 
confined alone in a cell at Lah ore a nd was pnt to great trouble. On 
the 9th day, I was acquitted, by the Commission at Lahore. 


1 am a taetemat# I have b6en a Municipal OoaiEiisaioaer for 

years. I was nominatea> member of the District Board and Honorary 
Magistrate for two years. I am the holder of the Kaisard-Hind silver 
medal. Ihold several Sanads for war services, including one from Hia 
E^sUency.the Viceroy and one from the Oommander-in-Ohief. I 
applied 250 recruits during the War and collected large sums for the 
War Loan. , - 

There are two factions in -Guirat. One is headed by Sheikh 
^mat Dllai^ and other is said to be headed by me. As a resttlt cMhA 

^ tie Honorary Magistracy 

^ OommissionersMp 'fot no r0a60ii‘%lia{a0tftr4. 


'As 
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ffita of my repeated "requests, I have not been heard in mj defence* 
I do not know why 1 have beeii' 'deprived: of these honours, I have' 
taken no, .part in the Cartel .and had taken- no p.art' In politics b 0 for 0 ,^^, I' 
mm satisfied .that I. [was puniahed, . simply because of the ' ■ Influence: of' 

'®f . opponeii'ts® . 
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fhe statement qf Lala Earn Chand Tandan, aged 4*5, of Gwjmt 

I am a busy merchant and have never meddled in politics. I am- - 
President of the Sanatan Dharam Sabha, dnjrat, and was a ifunicipal 
Commissioner, 

I served the -Government in the last war and helped it ■ during the-' 
Icfineam epedemic days^ In recognition of my services, I got three- ' 
■Sanads from the Oovernment in March last 

There was neither '>117 political organisation in Gujrat, nor were- 
there any political meetings held or ^speeches made thereto* 

The "huHal of the 6th of April which was observed throughout 
India and the Punjab could not' be observed here on account of a Bpeech.. 
©a loyalty delivered by me in the.- Sanatan Dharam Sabha on thO' 
CTcning of April the 5th, This speech had a very desirable effect. 

On the night of the l3th of April, a few students from Lahore, 
who had come to Qujrat on account of the closing of Colleges during 
tlie disturbances there, met some people at the Wasslrabad Station who 
were returning from the BaMo&M fair and formed a crowd, which on 
its way to the city expressed its Indignation against the Rowlatt Act* 
These students accompanied by a few others came in a body to the 
Bail way Baii^ar on the morning of the 1 4th of April, The shops which 
had already opened then began to be closed and other shopkeepers did 
not open their shops at all out of fear and disgrace* Ordinarily, I used 
to attend my shop late, but. in those days I did not go to it at alh My 
jmngm son went to the shop, but he could not open lfc» 

^ ; Although the crowd passed through the city that day, expressing 
, itfi indignation against the Rowlatt Act, yet it was throughout very 
urderly and qoii^. The Deputy Oommissioner and the Supewnteiident 
of Police came to the people once or twice and were received very res- 
pectfiilly by them* The aforesaid officials can bear testimony to the 
iaet that no respectable Hindu or Mohammedan gentleman, was with 
the crowd. It is recoided in the ** Civil and Military Gazette of May the 
Sad lhat the fmrkd at Gujrat was a spontaneous one. 
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On the morning of the 5th of April, several respeciafele genfcleraea 
Olathe city, and officials, and myself met at the hoase of the Depoty 
Saperiatendeill of Police. The question as to how to get shops opened 
came before us. It was decided to get the shops in the city opened 
first, and then to attempt to have the shops at the Railway Station 
(where my shop is located) opened. In pursuance of this, on reaching 
the city, I got my brother Lala Hukam Ohand to open his shop. There- 
:^on, a body of students came there and insisted upon the shop bBing 
■closed. As this was not dona, someone of ths boys threw mud upon 
me and my brother and spoilt our clothes. This forced ua to close tfao 
shop. The Subdnspector was with the crowd all this time, but he 
took no steps to help us, Had he helped us, possibly the other shops 
too would have been opened, and the crowd dispsrsod. We then went 
along with other gentlemen to the Deputy Commissioner, and the 
question how order could be best maiatained was discussed. 

Whilst this was going on, we were informed of the IWving 

thrown bricks at the Mission School j and broken soma glsiW pauea. tt 
did not appear that the police took any stops to prevent this. 

In the afternoon the crowd went to the Railway Station which was 
rushed into and some” damage done . whereupon, ofHc.ers eims there 
iikm^Malely and the crowd was fired upon and dtsperso-l, anl s?veral 
arrests rhade on the spot. The police seamed to h ive behaved in such a 
manner as to lead one to suspect that they wished some disturbanca to 
•take place and which would give them grounds for dealing with tha 
people as they liked. 

Unhappily, there were two parties in tha town of Gujrat, one 
headed by Sheikh Azmat Ullah and the other by Seth Ohirag Din, both 
•of whom are Honorary Magistrates, and between which there is great 
.enmity. As the police were in favour of the party headed by Sheikh 
Azmat Ullah, many of us who did not belong to it were arrested and 
iharassed ; as for instance, Lala Hir Gopal, Barrister-at-law, and Lal» 
Tara Ohand, Municipal Commissiouer, who, it was proved, were no* 
where near the scene of offence respecting which they were 
.arrested. 


As I gave evidence in favour of Lala Har Gopal, though our rela- 
tions were somewhat strained at the time, the police tried to get up a 
' ' ’ ; false case against me, alleging that 1 had asked the shopkeepers to closo 
'lleir shops, and to presecnte ks hiider the Defence of India Aot whiff 
; , ; .Ktfas not sanctioned by His Honour the LieutenanirGoveraor. ' ■ • : • 
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Tie. next step taken ' against me was to get ' the Deputy Commit 
sioner to report against* me and get me dismissed from the Mnniclprf 
membership. In this^ enccess was achieved, for w^hont being asked 
for any explanation, and notwithstanding the fact that I had done my 
best to get the shops opened, an order was passed agaiast^ me. 

Though there ware' only slight distarbances, and none after fcte 
15lh of April, yet on the 19th, Martial Law was promulgated in C|ii|ra^ 
it is said, in the face of objections raised by the Deputy Commissfoner, 
and thereby great hardship was caused to the people in . as much as thesC'. 
people were coaipellefl to' sell wheat at 10 seers per rupee, though the, 
price 111 the rest of the country was '6 seers par rupee, . .They- wer# 
hindered from moving about the country in comiection with their 
buBiness, etc, 

8 

ipon mo, another one quarter on the pleaders, and half upon thO' tax 
payers and shopkeepers. Objections against this were brought' to th« 
notice of the Bepiity Oominissioner, but they were over-ruled. 
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The statement of LuJia Kifp^ Bun, aged 42 years, Vakil of Qujrat. 

On the 14th of April at 8 a. m*, an orderly broaght a letter 
from the Saperiateadent of Police, Gajrafc, asking me to see him at 
9 a.m,, as. he h'id a message from the D^aty Commissioner to eoro- 
munioate. I, aeaordingly, want there and found that Ghnlam Shah, » 
leading pleader, and Rai Kedar Nath, Honorary Magistrate had been 
sent for. 

The Soperintandeat asked me vehether a hartal was going to take 


At 10 a, m. when I came to Oonrt I learnt that a hartal had been 
fitariied and by mid-day all shops were closed. ’A crowd went roanung 
about the town, but owing to a fall of rain at 4«30 p. m. it dispersed. 
The crowd was not nnrnly, though there was singing of “ no argnmentsf* 
‘‘no vakiP' (pleader), “no appeal.*’ 

I, p. r. 26 



-.,,,1*.. monniiag (15th of April), whilst the oiioiais with » poika 
fewfOt wore paradiog through the town and trying io induce the people 
to -open their shops, one Bam Ohand, a cloth merchant got his brother^'s 


L. Bam Ohand went jto' complain '.to the Deputy (Jommissioaer^ 
Meitber he, nor the other officials ■: present, took any steps to check the 
mQmum of the crowd. 

A crowd consisting chiefly of boys went to the Kedar Nath High 
School which was closed at its request. The boys then entered tho 
Bohoo! yard of the Mission School and requested Mr* Daniel, the 
'Headmaster, io dose it, too, bat he struck a few boys, so tbc-ptoffd' 

receded. Mr. Daniel then asked the police to arr^t the hot the 
Sob’lDspector took no notice of this* 

The honse of the Deputy Sepetiotendent of Police was jost opposite, 
and itissnggestedthat some onefrom there incited the hoys to violence, 
tlidngh ihe po&ee’ v*erdio 0 is that it was one D Mol Raj who shonted 
to the crowd to damage the Seboo), but this was proved to be nntrne, 
for the Court Martial Tribunal ac(jnitted him (L, Mul Baj). 

The crowd dispersed agreeing to meet again at 2 p. m. This was 
„k»oyn to Khan Sahib Dr, Hayat, but ;the police took no steps to prevent 
doing fo. 

The crowd collected and started for the Bail way Station, being 
•dEnUowed by the Sub-Inspector and some police who in no way interfered 
its aeiioDs. It would almost appear as if the officer and the police 
-were there to egg on the crowd to commit mischief. The crowd broke 
-nemo lamp post® but the police remained quiet and joined in the chorus 
ef hm, hd, ” * 

When the crowd rushed into the Railway Station it was fired upon 
Std made to quit it. One Kashmiri from Sialkot was arrested on the 
, and five other boys later on. One Kedar Nath wai among these, 
^bngfa he was nowhere near the scene at the time and isnowaerOTns 
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On the morning of tbe 16tb, al! shops were opened and there wa» 
«o more disturbance. 

From the 17th of April people began to be harassed and arr^ed, 

On the 23rd of April, houses of Ram Ohand ( Municipal Oommis- 
sioner) L. Ishar Dass High Oonrt Vakil, Mr. Har Gl-opal Barrister-at- 
law and myself were searched, for no other reason than that there 
were parties in the town and cur opponents had tbs ear of the aatho»- 
rities, . 

Mr. Har Gopal and Tara Ohand were arrested and charged with 
having incited the mob to break the doors and windows of the Mission 
High School. Though Mr. Har Gopal was ultimately able to establish 
before the Court Martial his defence -of alihi, the police bad discarded 
it and kept him rotting in the Jail for a long time. Similarly, Tara 
Ohand too nltimately succeeded in establishing his innocence. In both 
Ike cases tried by the Martial Law Tribunal it was held that there 
had been considerable amount of perjury committed by the officials. 

The defence witnesses who appeared before the Oourt Martial 
were sabsequently threatened with prosecutions, and it was only because 
the local Government refused to sanction the steps proposed against 
them that they escaped untold of misery. 

Thirty men were brought before the Martial Law Commissions, of 

iflriiom fully half were acquitted, ‘ • 

I am a practioner of 17 years' standing, 
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'Chfi ttatement of Lalft Ishar Das, aged 43 years, Vakil and Municipal 
Commissioner of QujraU 


I have been a practitioner in Qnjrat since 1903. 1 am alsoa 
Momcipal Commissioner. 

The news regarding the occurrences at Lahore, Amritsar and Gnj- 
mnwala reached here on the 13th and llth of April. 

Owing to the colleges having been closed, some students came from 
Lahore on the l3th of April and formed a procession from the Station 
to the town and in the bazars at night expressing their disapproval ol 
the Rowlatt Act. 
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' ' Al 8, or 9 a. m., on the 14th of Aprili 1919, tiiese sfcuiltinis 

'itong isrilh other lads indnced the closing of some shops which loil 
to a general closing of the shops in the town, 

No responsible person of the town, Hindn or Mohammedaiii had 
.any hand in the The news of the occnrrencos at other places 

had already agitated the mind of the people, and so almost uiiyfbiiig 
was enfficieDt to start It* 

A crowd gathered and marched through the bazars mi the I4tli oC 
April, without In the least showing any melmation to do mlQcliief or 
damage* The Deputy Commissioner, on returning from Ills camp in 
.afternoon, had a talk with the boys* No sign of any disrespect 
' shown to him or to the Superintendent of Police. 

In the evening an order of the Deputy Oommissioner was rtoeifed 
by the Ward members of the Municipal Committee to lake fiteps Id 
preserve order during the night. This was duly carried out, ^ 

In the morning, the Deputy Superintendent of Police* Settlor Sub 
Judge, Shahzada Mohammed Yusuf, Honorary Magiilriite, Diwan Sita* 
Bam Sub Judge, L, Bam Chand then Muttieipul Oommissioner, myself 

a few others Were present at' tte house of the Deputy SoperlnfiMi* 
'""'•dent Of Police, where It was arranged that efforts should be made tfO 
' l!he officers sent for L. Ram Ohand’s brothers^ 

band Ii. Hnkam Ohand and got his shop opened. The boys, who 'were 
in the streets, came up and protested against the opening of the shop. 

There was a discussion for a considerable time and then some one 
in the mob threw mud at Lala Ram Chand and L. Hukam Ohand, In 
this condition, they along with ihe gentlemen present at the liouse of 
, thfi Bef uty Superintendent, Police, as well as Sheikh Azmat Bllah, an 
I , Honorary Magistrate, Mr. Har Qopal, a Barrister-at-law and Municipal 
• Commissioner, Seth Ohiragh Din, an Honorary Magistrate, Lala Rup 
lal an Honorary Magistrate and several others who joined them near 
. I the shop of L. Hukam Ohand went to the house of the Deputy Com- 
! I missioner and had a conference on these affairs for a consideraMa 
^^hn© at which I pointed out to the Deputy Commissioner and Superin- 
dent of Police that they had better not interfere with the mob and let it 
i disperse quietly, lest it might be provoked and cause mischief. They 
to this and, though the military had already been sent for from 
|: night bpfore, it was arranged that no use would ha made 

situation became seriops. . 

At the Mission School, which, It to said, the boys wanted to be 

^ .closed, the Head Master came out aud caned' some of the bovs ia Ik# 



Gpjrat-Ifo, 633 emtds 


913' 


crowd who, thereupon, trlirew some bricks at the school and broke some* 
window panes* etc. The Sub-Inspector who was present there should' 
ha¥e taken steps to stop this, but beseems to have taken no notice* 
of it. 

On the way to the Railway .Station, the crowd began to break some • 
mtitiieipal lamps which should- have warned the Sub“Inspector that . 
Ihe mob was bent upon doing -misehief ; so he should have taken steps- 
to disperse it and not to allow it to proceed further* It was only when 
the mob set fire to a bundle of papers and ' some glasses were broken that 
steps were taken against it by - the firing of shots and the arrest- 
ing of a '.few people on the spot followed by a large number of ip-- 
dlscrlmiiiate arrests later. : ' 

The Deputy Siiperiatenclent of Police, Senior Sub«J iidge, Shahzada 
Mulititmiied Yusuf, Sheikh Ajs-tmthUllaha Oh. Abdulla Khan, Yioe Presi- 
dent, Municipal Oommittea, Khan Sahib Dr, Mohammed Hayat, Munl*» 
cipa! Commissioner formed one party, and Seth Chiragh Din men- • 
ticiied above and his frieneds another, to the detriment of the Interest^' 
of the to-v;n, 

Lala Mu! llaj, a pieadox who is believed to have been hosMie-, 
to Ajsniat flilah^s party was arrested ' on the 17tli of Aprll^., 
Micl kept In the polica lock-up for some 13 dayB, after which he 
was transferred to Dihore to take his trial al3ng with the other accused* 
He was ultimately discharged, 

Simliarlj L, Har Copal, and Lata Tara Chand were arreitad to 
respect of the Incident at the MiBsion School, notwithstanding the 
fact that b3th were absent at ^the time from that place, being engaged 
in helping the o'ffielals in different places* 

One Tarlok Nath Puri w^as also arrested and subsequently released 
on bail, and then again arrested and sent over to Lahore for trial. 

The ' spectacle of all these persons, a Barrister, a pleader and a 
number other respectable men of position, being taken handcuffed 
from the Jid, io th« Railwa? Station with their relations ibllowing 
. them w.c,^, .iiC3t.2v;i,^'a;nia.tiiig*. These persons were ..taken.in. a...,..,:j<.riB8ii©r%.. 
fin to Lahore vdjc'^e it is alleged they were made to in the 

burning sun *^> 01 x 11 , the Railway Station to the Court, a considerable 
dirtance. 


Meanwhile, Martial Law had been proclaimed and people were- 
slopped tr./el!iog by rail except on a pefmit by the area officer 
which CO 'lid not l^e easily had, 

The acoust d having been taken to Lahore on the 3fith of April a tele- 
flam was ract-ived on the 1st of Ifoy by their relations from th© Special 
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* OomicaisslonerB to arrange for their being defended on the Sad of M*y. 
They applied to the Area Officer for permission to go to Lahore for that 
purpose and showed him the wires they had received, bnt not one 
granted a permit in time to go to Lahore to help the accused. 

Fortunately, the accused had cited several persons as de(enci‘ 
witnesses and among ',them happened to be the relations of some of 
them. On the evening of the 1st of May, the police received an urgent, 
order from Lahore to have the defence witnesses served and it was 
the strength of this that these people were granted permits on the 2nd 
and were able to reach Lahore in the afternoon, though the trial had 
been fixed at 10 a.m. that day. 

At the trial, even the Commissioners ware convinced that anirao- 
aity had played a great part in the case, and they went so far as to re* 
mark that official evidence waa tainted and deliberate perjury commit* 
ted. This could not but refer to the statements of Saltan Asad Jan, 
Senior Sub Judge, and Syed ^azal Hussain, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, and Sheikh Azmat IJllah, Honorary Magistrate, who stated, 
that Har Gopal was not at the house of the Deputy OommiBsioner when 
the Mission School incidetst occurred. So far as is known, nothing 
hi® bean done to punish these officers for the deliberate perjury e 'tn- 
imfied by them in so Serious a case. 

, ' ^t^. the cou^elnsion of the consequent acquittal of L. Har G >pa3, 
nnd others an attempt was made to harm those who 
had deposed in favour of the accused,, For instance, L. Earn Ohami » 
merohantiof position in the town who pays Ra. 3268 as income-tax, owing 
to his having given such evidence was marked out for being brought 
into trouble. Evidence was got together 3 months later to prove that 
he had instigated the closing of shops, and on that account, the Deputy 

• Oommipioasr„was got to make representations against him to have 
( him removed from the membership of the local Municipal Committee. 

. his having been heard, though it had been 

noticed that the promotion of hartal was no offence. 

I ,; , fr Barring the trivial incidents of the 14th of April, nothing calling 
for the proclamation of Martial Law occurred in the town of (Jujlafirt: - 
; ; nndyret not only was this law applied to a law abiding population, 
ii. , ; but punitive police was located therein and the people assessed to pny 
its expenses, the assessment having been made in a most unjust and 
arbitrary manner. For instance, the pleaders were assessed to pay 
ene fourth of the whole the amount, 'Lrfa. Ram Chand one fourth, and 
■the shop-keepers one half, ’ 

The police in thpir zeal to harass -respBeJayble people got the hoasi# 
,«f nine respectable Hindu citizens loofah up-, at noon on the 23rd of 
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April ia their absence, with the ladies and members of the famil? 
inside, and a search of the minatest character was carried oat. There, 
was no jastihoation for the searches aad, needless to saj, nothing incri- 
minating was found. Lala Kirpa Kam, B. A., Vakil High Court, Mr. 
Har Gopal, Bar-atdaw, L. Ram Chand, Municipal Commissioner, L, Tara 
Chand, Municipal Commissioner, Lala Mul Raj Pleader, L. Kahau 
Chand, cloth [merchant, Lala Amar Nath banker, Lala Raja Rara 
banker, were the persons who were humiliated in this aaiustifiahle* 
manner. 
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The ataixme&t of Mr, S. M. Habib ofJallalpurJmtan, I'Hstnci fiujral 
(Editor of a daily *‘Shjasai’\ iMhare.) 


I am a residenli of Jallalpnr Jattan. TIjm w.ts :i hartal in onr 
Tillage on the 15tb. There was no disturbance. There was no damage 
floae to any Government property, and no harm done to the English • 
missionaries staying there. Even the ofBcials Joined the processioQ. 
A telegraph wire was, however, cut by some aukuown person dbtliig 
the night ofjthe 15th or the 1 6th. Martial Law was, however, pro- 
ulaimed in onr village and seventeen arrests in all took pkue, includiug 
isome ol the most respected men of Jallalpnr Jatfati. I wa-t aiso aiaorig 
those who were arrested. We were brought before tha Martial Law 
Ctemirtssion* v:One of ns was released without being brought to trial. 
i Ten were discharged by the Court. The others, including mpelf, got ti 
Tariety of sentences. We were discharged under the Royal Prociaroa- 
tion. The treatment in the lock-up was hlthy, no regard being paid to 
sanitary CQmforts. Most of us were arrested and convicted withoui 
any real evidence. Boys, including little children of two local schools* 
had to attend three times daily at the Thana during the Martial Law 
clays. An indemnity of Rs. 12,000 was imposed upon the ’village, 

this amount, one sixth has already been recovered. 


In the coarse of my journalistic experience, I have found that it Ib 
jalmost impossible for an independent journalto exist in the Pnuiah 
Si Michael O’Dwyer’s Government prohibited the eircuiatioa of newa^ 
papers pubhs^d inside the Punjab, if they dealt with the methods ol 


•Bctniting. Thus, “Rak Kash" of Calcutta 


e — Lom Circulating, 

f recruiting methods. It is well known that 

Si i Tahsildar reporting through 

papers,8ucha8th6'‘AmHt 
matttPatrika, were also stopped. His Government prevented evea 

f f 1^°“^ G overnment objected to^ One. 








J 
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of sach papers was ** Risalatj,*^ a Calcutta daily. During the February 
of 1919^ I advertised the issues of a new daily the ‘'Siyasaf* at Lahore 
It was advertised that It would advocate ScUyagraha^ Thereupon, the 
security of the press which puhii8hM'''lh¥'" paper .was ■enhanced: irom: 
Rs. f500 to Rs. 1,000. Later,, before;,, any. issue of the paper . was., 
published, the security was illegally enhanced to Rs. 2,000. The paper 
is being issued subject to preceiisorship. 
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fhelM&mtd of Baboo Nasir-tli-dm$ Me rdlwmj im^h 
Jundion^ Dutrkt Oujrai* 


1 wa® a guard jln the N* W* Ilailway* .My lieadriuarters were 
at Malkwal. A public meeting^ at whicb about 150 laors wc^ra |>rf‘Rentj 
was keld on tba 15th ol: April at 7 p, m, in tha Dhara Mohalla* 
Bhoj EaJ and Earn Cband were the speakers# Whilst going from 
Khera to Shorkot, they had be^^ii requested bj Da«!at Ham* signaller in 
charge, Mohan Lai correspondence clerk, to hreak their joiimef ami 
to deliver a lecture. I attended the meeting being off duty tl the 
lime* Just a few minutes before the meeting, Moha.n La! and Daulcit 
Earn were persuading the railway employees who were ab-mife the 
Station and others also to go to the meeting, I bail al^'o been reqnefited 
by them to go. The speakers did not use strong larigriage at llm insetlwg* 
Ohe of them spoke for about 10 minutes anti fho other for about 
15 minutes. They sang some religious songs* and iu conimction with 
the Rowlatt Act requested the audience to observe a fast teh next day* 
They went away on the night of the 15th. 


There was another meeting held in the MasJId on the ICHli at iibcmt 
10 or 12 a. m* Raja Earn, a student, and a Mauki who was the Imam 
of a mosque, spoke at the meeting# Mohan Lai the correspondGUce 
clerk, also spoke* Raja Ram made a somewhat Irapasaloneil speoeli on 
the Rowlatt Act, *but the others spoke soberly* The day was not 
observed as a fastisg day. Neither I, nor the people generally, had 
beard anything of the disturbance that had, as we came to know laler, 
occurred at Lahore and Amritsar and other places. I atkiidad the 
meeting for about 15 or 20 minutes. The speakers spoke for about 5 or 
6 mlnatt-s each, I left while the Maulvi was spoaking. 

On the morning of the ITtb, I learnt that the passenger train from 
Lala Miwa had been dtirailed. I, along- wiih oibers belonging to the 
'Staff, went to the place which was about a mile from the Malkwal 
, 'Station# I saw that rails, one on each side of the line, had been remo? ed 
thrown a way some 20 yards off*. The two engines aitached to IMe 
' both turned over* 
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The brake van mi a 3rd claes bogey carriage bad also been smashed 
to pieces. Two men had beerv killed, 'One -was a passenger In the bogey, 
and the other a Ciremao, Some passeugers had received small injnrIeB. 
I and other membeirs of the staff .went on 'd.oing our daty, unaffected by 
this incident. 

On the 27th of April, I .and 6 other members of the railway staff 
(Sant Bam guard, Daniat Bam, Abinash Ram, Bhawani Ram, Assistant 
goods clerk, and Fisaka Bam, signaller, and Bohan ' Lai, ■ Bignaller) were- 
sent for at the Railway Police Station at about 6 p* m, 

Daiilat Earn was the first man to make a statement. ' The rest of' ns 
were sitting outside, while Daniat Ram’s statement was being, taken 
down inside a room, I was the second man to be called in to make a 
statement. It was about 12 midnight when my statement was taken 
down ; Daulat Ram remained sitting in the room. He was sitting on 
a eJmrpai^ while I was asked to sit on the ground* Laohhman Biogh, 
Sub- Inspector, took down my statement, and Raja Ram, Inspector of 
Police, sat, ..close by^ 

I was questioned about the meetings of the 15th and 16th and 
regarding the talks of a strike by railway servants. The only talk 
about a strike that I knew of was soon after the meeting of the 15th, 
when Daulat Ram himself had told the people who were at the Dharam* 
sliala thdt a Btrlks should be organised, A signaller, named Ghulam 
Hiissam, also agreed to keep aw-ay from duty and join the strike^ 
Daulat Rain said that the matter would be considered again* I had 
heard this convereatloii at the Dharamshala, I related it to the Police*' 
About the meetings also, I said 'wbat; I knew* While I was making, 
my statement, Daulat Ram often interrupted me and the Sub-Inspector, 
Lach h man Singh ^ also shoived' me .the statement which Daulat Ram 
had made, saying that what I . was stating ■ was not true. I read the 
BtateraentoC Daulat Bam and s.dd that; he' had made several false 
allegations regarding the me'iting’an.d the organisation of a strike. As 
a matter of fact 113 elrike was 'ever contemplated or organised afc 
MalakwaL I and others were allowed to go home at about 1 a.m., and 
tolc! I 0 come again the next day early in the morning, which I did, but 
the Hub-Inspector said, ha was not free and asked me to come again at 
1.0....:a*:..m* ... ..Iv.w.eat ag.ain at the appointed time and I was ,.told. to:noin.e, at;^^ 
4 p.iit. On my going there as directed, I was told to come some other 
lime. Next day at about 10, i again want to the Police Station and 
said to the Sub-Inspector that if he had anything further to question 
me, he had better do so, in order that, I might be free to resume my 
work He kept me at the iham unto 3 p* m* and then put to me some 
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qneatioBg which I answered. He did not take down anything in writing 
at the time, so far as I could see. He then prodticed the paper on 
which he had taken down my statfiment on tlie first oceasimi on the 
night of the 27th and asked me to sign it, I began to read it, but ho 
interrupted me, saying in an angry tone that it was the same Rtatcinent 
that I had made and that I should sign it at onso and go back to my 
duty, I, thereupon, put my signature to the paper without reading the 
statement, and then went straight to the station master whom I told 
that I was now free to join work, as the police had taken down ray 
statement and did not require me any juorp. The station maHtor pat 
me on yard duty. I had scarcely been at my new work for an hour 
when I was called back to the Railway Police Station. Other persona 
whom I have named above, with the exception of Danlat Ram, were 
also sent for at the thana, Haju Bam, tJie Inspector, ordered us to be 
handcuffed. Both Raja Bara and Luchhturn Singh abused us and 
upbraided us for attempting to have the Rowlatt Act cancelled. They 
took us then to the Railway Institute where a few Bnropeans of the 
railway staff j including ladies were playing tennis. There, Raja Ram 
fluid to the O.T.S, and the Station Hasten **H6re are the racm who want* 
ed to have the, Rowlatt Act cancelled." The Commanding Officer, 
Martial Law, who was also 'there, ordered that we should betaken to 
platform, and kept there. We wore, accorJinglyj taken to the 
loco platform. Our handcuffs were tied with ropes to a telegraph post 
and we had to lie down for the night on the bare ground which was 
stony. We took no food and had to keep up the whole night. Early 
next morning, we were brought back to the thana and were kept there 
for 3 or 4 days. Then, we were sent fo Gujrat w here wo were kept hi 

ilw ComSom^ '^"tial 

I have stated above that from the loco p'atform I was taken l.ack ' 
in the morning to the Railwvy Station. There, about an hour after 
my arrival, a Mohammedan railway fireman, whose name I do not at 
present remember, was sent for. He was asked to state what be knew 
^d then to d to confess about the removal of the rails from the line. 
He said he knew nothing about it. On this, he was beaten very badly 
with sticks and hands by twoor three policemen by the orders of Iteja 

a ““re bitterly 

and said he knew nothing about the matter TTo re , ■* 

etandoutinthesun with handcuffs on. He was thu forturefby 
’ probably his sister, brought food for him^ 

; «««^ber.away Withkt allowing the>o^ 

■' 



Maiakwal— No, - 635 mnid^ 


921 


be given to tlie man% The man in the course o£ the day prayed several 
times that he might foe allowed to go' for a few minutes to ease himself 
hnt;h 0 prayed In the evening at about 6 o’clock^ he was given 

a little wafer® but no food^ and was also allowed to go for a few minnteg 
to relieve' .Mmeelf, No food was given to him, that might and he was,, , 
again made., to stand throughout the night in a bent posture with legs 
stretched wide apart^ a, ediarpai being pushed between the legs so that 
they could not possibly be brought closer. The man, shrieked andcried^ , 
but the only response was beating with sticks and hands, in .addition 
to his other tortures. -land the railway, employees were lying close to 
this mans and it was impossible for us to sleep under these conditions# 
The next day.j the man was again made to stand in the sun throughout ... 
the day without any food or water, Just as on the previous day. Both 
on the first day and the second day, beating was occasionally adminis^ 
tered also^ while he was standing in the sun. On the 2nd night too, he 
received the same treatment and was subjected to the same torture as 
on the first. 

In the evening of the 2nd day, I gave him a few morsels of food 
surreptitiously The third day in the morning, the man was given 
some food by a policeman, but: the torture continued for two^ days more. . 
The man was taken along with us to Gujrat, During the whole period 
of torture which lasted for 4 days the man was not allowed a wink of 
sleep. He was watched by policemen' and subjected to constant mal-* 
treatment This mm ultimately died, probably the day after his trial 
was ov(3r. A few days before his death, he began to spit blood. 

I was also an eye witness at the railway fhana of Malkwal to 
another case of police ^torfcure practised in eooneelion with the re. 
inoval of the r.ii s. Oa the second Jay as f^^r as I remember, [after my 
arrival at the fiiame from the loco platform, a aged about 40® was 
brought there and Lrotally beaten to secure a coofessioo# He was also 
made to stand in the sun for two days without any food or water. In 
the night, he was subjected to the same torture. I did not see him 
after the second day of bis arrival at the tliana. He was taken 
by the police from the thana^ font I do not know what beeame of 

him# 

At the ilmm^ I also saw Baja Bam oed the student whom 1 have 
mentioned before. Ss told me that he had been subjected to great 
toiture and had, therefore, turned an' approver and, made statements 
which the police wanted him to make# At Qujrat, I also leaint from' 
a party of eight railway employees who joined us in the jaib bnt who 
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subs^^qnently dtsolwrg^J witho^tfe b$wg pat an iheif triil| 
another fifooian had be-fa bfiitally beat#ni hy tie ami 

had. .died as , a .result oi Iba toiniarta to ^vhitdi ho iud lym 
snbjeated* 

636 

'""■■ 'fhe sMmeni; of Lala .GaBfS Sam, son ofPmhh r-aislit^ Kholf% 

. , Qolisnulh^ of Mall^al^ Dkirkt Gti/ai* 


, .' I , guhmitted an, applleatkm cm the 15th of Dacniiiberj IPIfi aojainst 
Bahadar Ohanil and olliera .n.nder Sec, 107 I P. C* \iibich iilliinafefy 
became the eansB of c-amity betW8e.n him and me. On the Ifiili of 
March, 1919, a meeting was held la the Dharamsimla of fialiada Cliaaci 
in which the people were urged to hoi j AarM My two llirilaf 

Ram and Raja Ram, did not join this meeting, becans^’^ they had 
already gone to Jallalpur to attend a ceremony In cooriecticm with 
their annt’s death* They did not also Join in the cli&t!iibaiice« at 
Malakwal on the 16fch* 

On the 2Ist, Martial Law was annonnced in Malkwal, and iiiy 
who was acting as a school teacher in Miani, was proBcciiteil in Miai;! 
at the instigation of Bahadar Ohand and others who war** ou ffbonlly 
terms with the Police and bore me enmity. On my rtnioiistratirig 
with Bahadai Chant! and others, they became enraged ami got my s»'*ooiul 
BOD, aged 15 years, also arrested on the 22nd of May* My sons tv©ra 
threatened with pistols to compel them gh'e false efidenca, On their 
refnslDigto do so they were thallanecL Baiilat Barn was forced to 
become a witness by being threatened with a pistol My enemy, 
Bahadar Chand had already been arrested on account of the speeches 
delivered in his Dharamshala* He was released on the condition that 
he wonld help In the proaecntion of others. The Tahwldar and the 
^ SubTnspector of Police, not only arrested my sons at the kfestigaiioii of 
Bahadar Ohand, hat aho pat Martial Law boiIc^'B on niy shop md 
, ordered me to keep a watch* In case of breach of the order, 1 was 
,dlaMe to two years’ ImpriBonment and a fine of Ri. 1,000, My two 
' ' sons Were not examined, hnt Oh, Kesar Ram, Deputy Magistrate, wrote 
"their alleged statements all by himself in consnlfcation with Ihe Snb* 
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\ly tliaUmei without: any". charge being proved against 

them* Dining Hie Martial Law clays, the Police and the Military 
Officers had been troiiMIng the people very miich* lam sixty years 
old, I was iBicli troubled# 
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The diitemmit 9 / Lain GctBgE Eain^ ■ son of' Prabli D//al, B‘!mU(X^ aged 60 
Shopkeeper^ resident of MalaJcu‘a% District Gujrat^ 


Probably on the 27tli of April, some 12 notices were given to me, and 
I was ordered to 'guard them day and night. ■ I was an old man and 
was troiibiecl very ihiicLb I was threatened that I would be sentenced' 
to 2 yeare® rigoroas imprisonment, with Es. 1,000 as 'fine for each 
notice that may be mutilated. Any officer or Englishman, that I met 
treated me harsbly and made me salam them. Once, the Deputy Oom* 
missbiner sent Cor me at his bungalow and enquired of me whether 
I had said that they were belog treated like the sons of . Guru Gobind 
Siiigli. I replied, oC course, it was so. Then he said that I .would be 
shot clowiMUid m.y eons would be hanged, on the gallows. I was .very 
terror-stricken. The Thaiaedar and Tahsildar abused , me very indecently 
and Corcad me to draw lines with my nose. Every day I was sent 
for and threateiiQil. Daring the Martial Law days I was reduced to 
poverty* 
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The statement of BabOO Sant Earn, late mtlwa'P gmrd» of Malahwal^ 

District Qtijrak ■.■ 


was a raiim^ay guard at Malkwal Junction Station In the district 
of Kumliun. Soriio forty men, including 16 innocent railway em* 
ployees, were arrested by the Police in the days of disturbance. The 
reason lliat the Police gave for our arrest was that we had heard the 
speeches on * union ® delivered at Blaikwa! by Mahaehaya BhoJ 
Esijesliwar and Chandra Kavi (poet). 'It was also alleged that after 
bearing these epeeche?, we came to the Station (where our quarters are 
situated) with the Intention of making a, raid upon it, though the 
Military were there at the time, ' We were subjeetecl to every kind 
of troibie and hardships after our. arrest* Mina clerks were kept ia 


§24 


Malakwal— No. 68t co«t;l, <t rjijs. 



the Jail for a week, and then, two months in Gojrat, und 2;* d:ii i» 
the Lahore Jail. At last nine were let oil' withont a hearing' and m. vftn 
were acquitted after trial. After our acquittal, th(! Uailway autlio* 
rities refused to readmit us into service. The Station Master, Ihung an 
olSoer of the station atalf, knew the real facts about his suboniinateH. 
He and two of my subordinates gave evidoiico in luy labour and 
told the Court that they had never heard any coniiilainl agHintit 
me, I have submitted all these facte to the authorities, but to no 
purpose. 

I mention below aomo of the facts to which 1 was an eye«witneB«; — 

1, A -fireman, named Nnra, was made to stand a whole night 
after his hands were handcuffed behind ids back. His two legs were 
kept apart If on account of fatigue ho , tried to cheiigo his position 
he was whipped. This was done in order to mabo him confess that be 
has displaced the rails. 

2, The fireman named Sarwar was also dealt with in a sirailarw 
way. 

3, The hair of Tajja, a shunter, were pulled , out in addition to hia 
being sufejeoted to the same torture as the aforesaid men. 

4, B, Behari Lai, a senior guard, was severely slapped on his fact) 
as he denied having given a feast to the lecturers. He was made to 
stand in the burning sun. 


'1 




5. As long as the Officer Commanding was there, it was the duty 



of every shopkeeper of Malkwal to fan him by turn. 

6, As long as the railway employees were in custody, they were 
handcuffed in twos the whole time. After being handcuffed, we were 
presented to the Enropidans present in the Kailway Institute. 


Ihe sUOemnt oj Moti Sam, #«Mt of Nani Id, (iosam, agedim 

re&ideni of McAoJcwalf Gujn^ 
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gave a receipt. I gave all the receipts to the officer in charge, who told 
me that I would also be paid along with others. Three ordinary cots 
and one big cot were taken away from my house and were not returned. 
That big cot was returned all broken. One Martial Law notice was 
also posted on my house. I was threatened that if it was mutilated 
or spoiled by rain or wind, I would be sentenced to 2 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment wiUi Its. 1,000 aa lino. I kept a guard for the whole 
time. We were made to pull p'lnkhas, and dig earth as well, and when we 
refused to do so, we wero baaton, Then I was unjustly ohallaned and 
I remained 20 days in the lock-np, but was released in Lahore. In my 
absence my house was raided, and my workshop remained closed. The 
Thanedar wanted to extract money from me. I refused and conse* 
quently was sent to the lock-up. 
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Thelmnt ntatemeM of Fazal Karim Tailor^ son of Karm Dm, age <53* SUa 
EanifSOii of Rattan Ghaiul Khetarpal^ age 54; Laltkmi Das, son of 
Bishaudas Basharwal, 05; Haul Ditta,Bon of Hlranand Sasharwal, 
age Fagir Ghand, son of Mam Das Zargar^ age 58; Balia Ram, 
son of Buta Mai Mehra, ago 4U; Wall Mohammed, son of Nonvab Goria 
: ■ Eajput^age M); fuhidm, mn of .Bnra, Mal^ Zargar, age 54REhiraga 
Mai, son of B%m]i Mai, Sahney^ age 80; Jhanda Mai, son of Sukh Dial 
KoliU, age 65; Buta Mai, son of Ramji Mai Zargar, age 50; Sukh Earn, 
$on of Bhagwan Das Zargar, age 25 ; Bam Piura, son of Bhagwan Das 
Zargm 

During febe days of Martial Law wlien the Military came td 
MaJkwal, three officers were with them, one of them being a doctor- 
We all were beaten and abused, and then forced out of our shops by the 
of Tahail, and taken away to the Officer Commanding^s 
bungalow to puli pankhas, We went in pairs, and one man's turn 
lasted for 3 or 4 days. 

Since we were not accustomed to pankha pulling, if we slackened 
a bit, the serfanis of the said officer abused us and beat us* No pay** 

luent was made to us, 

Efttn Ditta stales farther that he was forced to work as a sweepeti 
and was to clear away filth from a latrine used by the said officer,i 



The statement of ThakaT Das, son of GurmA\lt% Sahhanod, aged SO^ 
sliopheeper, of Malakwal, JDislrkt (jhijrat. 


40 bamboos which were aaed la ereclmg latvuiGS were taken troju 
me, The price was not paid uor were the bamboos retttrn«:d. Wo were 
forced to pall pankhas. Wo were uiiacenstomcd to thia work Imt were 
compelled to do so, The Thaiiedar ptasted Martial Law noticoh on luy 
hoxiBe at the bidding of the Oflicer Coinmandiiig. M o wore thrt aUmod 
to be heavilyipanished. The Officer Oommatiding got uio beaten by 
the Thanedar. 


The statement of Abdulrahman, son of Mohawmed llmain, resident ei 
Uedm, District Mvzaffardbai, nom at Malliwat, District OufraL 


I was very badly treated. 1 was quite innoccal. Dtirlog the 
Martial Law days, the Thanedarj Pazaldad beat me fovcrely, For 
six days, T was kept onder custody in Malakwal. I was mudo to sleep 
oh the groutfd and was not given anything to eat and drink. I was not 
present in the meeting. At last they challaned me and kept me in 
the look*up for 2 months, i was sentenced to sis months* eigorons 
imprishnment. Three other uaaulvies wore als6 sentenced to si* tnontbs 
imprisonment each. Their names are Mr. Allah Din, Manivi Mohammed 
Jaffar and Maulvi Ahmad Shall. 


nt of Ahmad Dia, sonof Mian Din, aged 50 years'^ ond 
3 IX son 'fif Ahdiilla, aged SO years, hoth butchers, 
residents cf IMakwal, District Gujrat. 


Daring the days of Martial Daw. the Military people took from as 
meat worth Rs. 153. We were forced to give meat, and receipts which 
■were taken from them after many entreatiea were also foraibly taken 
from ns gon the eve of their depattwe. We went to Jhelom after 
them, bnt were tdld that money would be send to us. So far, nothing 
ipaid th ffs. We had sent a petitidh to the Supply Officer. 


Blalakwal-So. 643, 644 & 645. 
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The .iMmant of Diwan Ckand, son of Bam lalihaya Kapur, 
cankctioncr, rt‘iihh}d of Klmslial, at present ai Mululiwal, 
Disu Gufrat, 


The Military people, soldiora and officers, took from me milk 
worth R;j. ;5r»U, Tho Thansdar used to come with them and ordered 
mo to give them. The Thanedtw, FaKaldad, sent for me at the Tahsil, 
and told me to give milk. They «9«d to take away every thing they 
could find in the shop. For about 3 months, they continued taking 
milk from me, the receipt for which I still possess. When we 
delayed a hit, we were beaten. We left our clothes and ornaments with 
others, took loans and (hen supplied milk. I was bound down ^ 

security of Bs. 200 and was threatened that the security would be 
confiscated if I did not supply milk. 
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The mtment of Tulsi Das, son of Bum Mai, Zargar, 
aged 45 pearSf of MalaJtuial, Diet, Qxijr(tt„ 


I was very badly treated daring the Martial Law days. First 
two cots were taken from my house, and 10 or 12 days afterwards 
two sepoys one Lamhardar and one Chaukidar came to our house 
aad demanded one more eharpai. 1 said that we had ajready given 
two. On this, they got offended and took my old and feeble father, 
my brother, my nephews and myself to the lahsiWar. The Tahsi dar 
orderded as to sit in the sun and abused ns. Then the ^hsildar 
enquired of us why we had refused to give a cMrpaL We replied that 
we bad already given nharpaies. At last the Tabsildar got a charpa^^ 
from our house which has not been returned till now. hen I asked 
for return of the tiharpics, 1 was beaten. 
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The Btalemm of Fandit Jagan Natti, son of Bam Ohand, UaMm, 
aged 43 years, resident of Malakwal, Dist. Qujrut, 

I own a piece of land opposite the plot where the police and 
military gmrded the railway lines. Tb® wop of wheat was npe ip 



In continnation of my previons 
snbmissively beg to lay the foibwia 
consideration. 

That the honse was taken from 
already reported at Cantonment, 

Ohand N. T, then on duty at Malakwa!, 
was only to be oceapied for i. 
not removed ttnderibe counsel of 
inspected and counted them. 

Now, as the troops haye since left the honae 
received and found deffioient as follows and shown ' 

ChJiattans* 

at B?. 6 each I 

^ ... at Ba. 2 each 

22 panes ... at Es. 0-8 each ' 

ropes ... at Ba. 0-2 each 


“e by the Military anlhorities 
my timber stores etc. L. Ibw 
, , in%med me that the hoo 

a Md, lhor«r„r., Il„ 

— - the above named olBccr. who «I 


M. 238-14-0 
i forward ample proofs, how the 
haf articles and by whom were 

Icsk of 

-afao^Ieel mnob obliMil 
me at any early date. 

PTOiTO .ppitaon, te .lii, 

-j op as early as 


Moreover.ifitis^desired.Icanp 

above stores were ^disposed of and t 

naade* 

■ Will yon, therefore, kindly detail 

yonrrto make (gob 

if the above rent is remitted to 
^ ^ ®PPfie<i for in ry 


aialakwal—No. 646 cmld. 647 & 643. 929 

iti will nol be oat of place to write that I suffered rauoh loss 
during the last 5 months, for the house (was) occupied by the Military 
authorities, aud so I beg to make up the full loss done by the Military 
daring the mouths noted above. 

The Military force stayed here from May to last September. The 
rent of S months is not paid to me. although 1 have been requesting, 
rather crying since, as soon as they went away. The rent claimed is 
Es. .350 or 70 per mensem. 

Will your honour be so kind as to reply (to) me at (an) early 
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Thg ilalemnt of Sita BatU) son of Rat, an Chand, caste Rlietrbad, aged 46 
■tjearst wnfectioner of KJiushabl, now at Malahoal, 

District GufraU 

The station master had sent for sngar worth annas 8 which was 13 
chhaianhs, 1 had myself parohased i t for Bs. 24 per maund and thus 
one rupee was the rate for 1 seer and 10 cfihitanhs, 1 did not know 
that there was any order about the rates. The station master com* 
plained about this ;to the Officer Oommanding, who fined me Es. 5 and 
got it paid cash. I enclose herewith a reciept for the same. 

Receipt : Received by Officer Cemroanding Malakwal from Sita 
Earn the sum of five rupees in payment of the fine imposed by him on 
the 27ih May, 1919. 

Malakwal. (Sd.) « » Major. 

■27-5*19. 0. 0. Malakwal Area. 

iV, B . — The signature of the Officer Commanding is illegible. 
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2/tf statement of Maulti Qhulam Mohammed, School Master^ 
age 55 years ^ of Malahwod, 


was suddenly called upon to gather together all the school 
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chiidran j, for the purpose of saluling the Union Jack, 1 was asked to 
do this when the BCiiooi had broken np. I hal, thoroforo, to go 
to the teachers and the children in their homes. I w.i-s upon to 

present them the following day at ? a.m, I wa^* two inluatu? late, I 
keep no watch. For my being late, I was iiirnl f jmiii tbo 

fine to the Commanding OfiSaor, Na receipt wa“. given to mo for tlik 
Children nnder sis years were made to attend from day to tliy. 
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The stawnent o/Isbar Singdlf 'Wn o/ Tara Sin^h Ajiand, a>^ed 50 years, 
resident of Malahral. 

On 15th April, during the days of the Martial Law, the Military 
oame to Malakwal. I had my stall of (dried wood) fuel near the 
Kailway Station. The soldiers began to Jake away the fuel from Idtfa 
April, withont getting them weighed and wilhont my permission. 
Until 2lst April, they Oontinned doing so. Then 1 oppealoi to the 
‘■Officer Commanding that if the soliiers fotind it necesiary to take 
away ray fael, I would request him to order them to get them at least 
weighed. I farther told him that up till then about L50 uiauuda of fnel 
had been taken away. After groat leltictaoco, he gave mo receipt Cor 
40 maunds. But after the afternoon of ^Ist April, the eoidiera Under 
the orders of the Officer Oommandiog got fuel from me after getting 
them weighed and they handed over receipts to me, The total amount 
ot fuel which was taken away from me, and the receipts for which I 
still possess, is 342 maunds. The price which comes to about iis. 34l| ’ 
is not jet paid to me, 


JULLUNDUR CITY, 
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The gtuhfn'.rJ of tin ffon^ble lliii Bahadur Baizada Bbagat Bam 
MvMhrr oj iht Piui/aif hc^lfdativc GouTicttj OhairtHctu 
of tlw Mmsplhm Commillce of ilw Punjab Provincial (loafcrwct, 

■J uUmtdur City, 

Unleaa the Aartttl jcomcs under that category, there was no dis. 
turbance in -JuUuuder f jily, but it in dear i'roin what had transpired 
that the authorities treated it as a serious act against the Government, 
though oatwardly they avowed that they were not opposed to the 
closing of shops. I was distioolly told so by the Deputy Oommissioner 
of Jallundur and the L’ommissicuer of the Division. The people 
observed the hartal with the solo oitjfct of giving expression to their 
sense of hnmiliatioa and to the attitude adopted 

by the Government ^towards the people’s unanimous opinion with 
regard to the Eowlatt Act. 

There was absolutely no idea of any violence. The leaders in 
Jullundur then assured the local anthoritiea that no breach of the law 
was at all in contemplation, and also of their readiness to cooperate 
with them to maintain peace and order. The authorities were farther 
allured that no disturbance would take place, if the people were not 
*■ gratuitously iasaltbd, or otherwise provoked by the oiloioasness of 
the Police and their agents. It is gratefully acknowledged that the 
authoritie.s aeled i!po?j these suggestions, and the hartals of 6th and 
11th April pasaod off 'iuietly. The attitude of the authorities, 
however, changed after the deoUratioa of Martial Law in the adjoining 
district of Amritsar aad other places. -Their attitude at once showed 
that their cotii| act with the people was intended to serve their object 
for the moment. They very soon became openly hostile to all leaders 
of public opinion and tncu of itiflnenca. They could not lay their 
hands directly on any one in the city, as no unlawful act had been 
perpetrated, They, however, started a regular ^campaign of intinaidation 
and threats against luembarB of the Eeoelption Oommittee of the 
Punjab Provinoial ( Joaferenoe. Morts wore also made to divide th«i 
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Hindus and the Masaalmans, Attempts were mado io rain aoino of the 
leading traders of the citj, because they were supposed to have taken 
part in polities. 

Eealising the sudden change of policy, a deputation of about 50 
respectable persons, both Hindus and Mussalraans, waiteiJ upon Mr. 
Hamilton, the Deputy Commissiouer, and assured lam of tlidr loyalty 
to the Government, and of tbeir willingness to eooperute willi the 
authorities iu preserving order, in I'jce of oscitcmant in certain parts of 
the Province. The deputation was pained to lind the Deputy Commis- 
sioner unsympathetic. He refused to be satisfied with unytbiug short 
of a public manifesto, approving of the declaration of Martial law at 
Lahore, Amritsar and other places. 

The people, however, considered the deoiftratioa of Martial Law 
entirely anjustifled. No honest manifesto on the lines suggested by the 
Deputy Commissioner was, therefore, possible. 

After this, the Deputy Commissioner pursued his policy of repres- 
sion vigorously. Not to speak of political activity, the Deputy Com- 
missioner exhibited undue impatience, oven of expression of opinion 
regarding any thing considered good in modern or ancient India, 

The following instances are submitted by way of illustration ; 

(1) Lala Baij Nath’s care 

Lala Baij Nath, proprietor of the firm of Messrs. Dhero 
Mall Baij Nath, had been an agent of the Standard Oil Company of 
New York at Kacaohi, since 1905. 

He was a member of the Reception Committee of the iPunJab Pro- 
vinoial Conference which was to be held on 18th and lOifa April last at 
JuUnndnr City. 

’ The Deputy Commissioner, without calling for any explanation 
from him wrote to the Company in his letter of the 5th of Jnne, 1919 
to appoint another agent in his place, as in the Deputy Commissioner's 
ppimouLalaBayNathwas an extremist in politics, in whose ban 
the supply of Keroiine was not safe. The Company protested to th 3 
last but was eventual y forced to cancel his agency agreement andl. 
I^ppoint a new agent Jn his steiut : 

. tAlafiaij Kath is not an extremist 'in politics. He had till that 
*4 Congress or Cemfereuce. He has twwn 
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loya! to the Governmfnt. He is a member of the Central Recruiting 
Committee, Ceiitriil War Lian Oominit'ee and the Relief Fund. He 
contributed Rs. 5,501) to the War Loan, and Rs, 15,000 to the British 
Victory Loan, 

An estimate of the loss sustained by him can be had from the fact 
that he has been assessed to pay Rs. 17,000 as iaooma-tas. 

(2) Lila Bindra Ban’s case s— • 

Lala Bindra Ban of the firm of Messrs. Salig Ram Bindra Bar* 
JuIIundnr City, held the sub-agency of the Asiatic Petroleum Company 
for the last 9 years. 

He is a member of the Reception Committee of the Punjab Pro* 
vinclai Conference. 

On May 22nd be received an order from the Deputy Commissioner 
CanoeU'ng Lis license for petrol and petroleum, as, according to him, 
Lala Bindra Ban was an esfremist, and therefore unfit to hold the 
license. The now agent was to be approved by the Deputy Oommis* 
sioner. 

No evidence was taken in his presence, and no opportunity was 
given him to clear bimself of this serions allegations against him, 

Lah Bindra Ban is not an extremist. In fact he has never taken 
any part in active politics, or in political agitation of any kind. His 
family gave 90 recruits to the Army, Rs. 40,000 in the War Loan, and 
Rs. 3,000 as oumribution to tbs various War Funds. His cousin is a 
captain in' the array, and was awarded a Military Cross for conspicnoUs 
service in the field. His family gave 4 of its members to the Indian 
Defence Force. 

The loss which the firm has suffered is assessed by the Special In* 
«ome-Tax Offiger as Rs. 72.000. 

(3) Sirdar Hari Singh’s case s— • 

Sirdar Hari Singh is the proprietor of the firm of Messrs. Mar. 
Singh and Brothers, Book sellers, publishers, eta, Jnllnndur City. Ha 
nsad to do piiuting woik for the District Board, Jullandur, to sell 
books to the District Board Schools, and to print the '‘Jullundur 
Bnlletiu” a daily paper of the Publicity Board. On account of his 
beinga member of the Reception Committee of the Punjab |’roYj:7ia, 

t. y. f, 89 


Dca of Mr, Hamilton. He was not caliod npoo to cleat 
elf. 

(4) Lala liamji Das’a case { - 


L 

Jallnndur City, is a member of the Ileceplion Ooinmittee of the Puujali 
Proviucial Conference. 

Ee was alleged to hare forced one shop-keeper to doge his shop on 
April the 6tb, the hartal day. 

Ha was proseC'lted for this nnder section 506 of the Indian Penal 
Coda. 

(5) Nakedar Punitive Police case 

Punitive Police has been planed ^ at Nakedsar withont adeqnate 
reasons. 

(6) Nutmahal School disaffiliation casei — 

This School was disaffiUatoi beoinss, according to the Depnty 
Commissioner the membsrs of the Managing Oommittse of this School 
took a prominent j art in tho agititba agdast the llowlatt Act. 

In connection with this disaffiliation it was said that *Hb« exag* 
gerated landaiion of airly Indian Civilization, which is part of the Arya 
SamaJ, inevitably lends to contempt of the present Btitiib Kaj when 
adopted by the half educated.’* 

(7) Qazt Mahbab Alam’s case s»-» 

Qazi Mahbab Alam, a big Rots and honorary magistrate of 
si allundur was granted a wWr, which later on was confiscatedL No 


[>F7] 
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complete hartal and that there was no distnrbanee. Sir M O’Dwyer asked 
me what I attributed it to. I answered; ‘To my mind it was due 
to the soul force of Mr. Gandhi, ’ On this Sir Michael raised his dst 
and said ‘Raizada Sahib, remember, there is another force greater 
^hao Gandhi’s soul force,’ 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENTS, 


340, k 

The mfi^owntary statement of Oaw&Q. Cfopal Lai, of Akat^ar’k, 
(vide ; itatement No, MOfPaffa 46t), 

The mount of Ee. 1,000 as indemnity and a little amouatfor 
wire repairing was realised from Akalgarb, 

Of this, Bs. 73-14 were taken from me and in the same way from 
the whole of the town in aocordanoe with the prcperty and basinesa 
capacity of the people. 

I may also add that Ibis amount was, besides the fine of abont 
Bs. 2,000, taken from the people for the repair of the road. 


478. A 

Anne.rture to statement No. 47 B i {vile, pages i6.) 

I'o 

The Superintendent of Police, 

Gujranwala. 

Application for being granted the payment of the amount ior the'^ 
rations taken by recruits from the shop-keepers at Chnharkhana 
District Board Bungalow. 

1. The applicants are the shop-keepers of Ohrhatkbaca, Tabsit 
Khangah Dogran. 

2. The shop-keepers’ money is realisable from the recruits, 

3. The applicants had submitted to yonr office a list of ihe names 
» of the reeroits and the amount due from each of them. 

4. The applicants have come to know that the recruits have been 
seat to different Thanas and that some of them are present in the line 

i : al Gajyauwala, 




Tha applicants respeQtfaUy pray tljat after going throngh tae 
?ott will be pleased to order those recruits to | ay the amount 
the list. 

(Sd.) Sohna Mai,- son^, of lirath Earn 

14-1049, Brahmaa of Ohuharkhana. 

(Sd) ^ai Earn, son of Jbanda Mai, 
Kbatri of Bhandour near 
(^huharkbaua. 


Office of the Superintendent of PoUest 

it be sent to the Sab^Inspector with the direction that this money 
can under no circiimstancea ba realised now. The .applicants be made 
to understand that they should not trouble us again and agaio. 

Initial in Unglish, 

dated 14-10-19, 


The supplementary statement of Lala Ushnak Eaj, VahU of Sheikhpura, 
(vldei statement No, 485, page 605.) 


in the evening of the 14th of April, 191.9, the persons interested in 
the Langarkiiana where free food was being distributed to Moham- 
medans and Biiiiius a{)proached Sirdar Atma Singh requesting him to 
pirsnade his teuunt not tj send ih^i jhalka meat to the Lmgaikhana 
as Moh-unmedutis might take offmc-:’. Sardar Atraa Singh went at onee 
to hie shop but finding there only his tenant’s son reprimanded him 
for his conduct and threw down the pots .and utensils cmlaining the 
jhatka meat and also gave him a slap or two f ji having being gni'ty of 
an act wh'Ch might result in wounding the suaeptibiiities ot the 
Mohammedans, Sardar Atm i Singh cauu to me immediately after 
and described the incident. I felt that he had made a mistake and that 




Sardar A.tma Siogh appwo’atad my advice and immediately wen| 
to the baker, and relumed, saying that he ha I made friends with iiis 
tenant and, I aftsrwartis saw them both together as olton and preoisfily 
in the same manner as before. 


Amexture io stattmnt No, 4SS, (vitU i pct^s flitJ.) 

Copy of a» order dcaeii l3-4.t% paaed bi/ Lieut. Oohwd A. IJ. 
O'Brien, 0. 1, E,, C, B, F, and I. A, OeiJtstj; [ContmisfioiMf , 
regarding ditmma/ of Qaiilmr Singh, Lamhardar of JNiudian- 
wala, Taheil Khanga, Dislriat Oujranwala. 

Under Martial Law. 

Until the arrest of Amar Singh, Atma Singh and Santokh Singh, 
sons of Qaabar Singh, the crops of the latter are conhscated to Govern- 
ment. Watch and ward to be pnl; on them and (sny one catting them 
will be liable to imprisonment or to be shot, Ganhnr Singh is die- 
missed from the post of Lambardar. Arrangements to be made for his 
snooessor, 

Atma Singh’s timber shop at Sheikhopara is also confiscated to 
Government' 

The brick kilo, etc, of Airnr Singh in Hardev, Sbeikhapnra, and 
(Jhnharkana, is also confiscated to Government, 

Any other property that the Sab-Iaspector comes to know ol also 
be confiscated and a report made to me on 19-449, 

(Sd.) A, J, O’Brien, 

District Magistrate. 


Annexlure to atatemetd, No Sift (vide ilpage SSO.) 

The Grown ; Complainant. Fcraas Bodh Raj and others, 

14-6-1919 :-Aocns8d prodooed. The Pablic Prosecntor ai 
for the Crown. Mr. Khosla, L. Dm Dittamal and L Gyan < 

for defence. No order have yet been received from the High < 

Aconsed are remanded to Jail till 16th instant). ^ 

(Sd), Ai L. Hoyle, 

r-- V - ; ■ r Magigtefttc fimt Blass, 


Sappkmentary Stateaienii, 517 A eotud. 939 

16‘6-1919:— Accused prodnced. Public Prosecutor and Court 
Inspecfeor for the Orowo, Counsel fur the defence as before also Mr' 
Gurdas Ram. No orders have been rtcsived from the High Court and 
I, therefore, proceed to try (he cise in accordance with section 3 Ordi- 
nance No. VI of 1919. Counsel f .r defence urge that there has been a 
misjoinder of the charges. I hold that this is not so. The evidence 
already recorded shows that there was contioning nnUwfnl assembly 
with the common object of embarassing Qjvernment and the several 
specified acts alleged against individual accused were acts done in iur- 
theracoa of this common object. 

The accused demand to have certain of the witnesses both for 
the prosecution and for the defence rrealled and reheard, in accordance 
with the first proviso to section 3 of Ordiance No. VI. I proceed to 
recall them. 

<Sd). A, L. Hoyle, 

Magistrate First Class. 

On the appearance of the Deputy Commissioner for examination 
as a witness the aconsed made three allernaiivo requests s— 

1. That the case be retried demvo, or failing that 

S, the aconsed be granted an adjonroment to allow time for 
them to be supplied with copies of the Summary CourPs record. 

8. Failing that the case be decided on the procosdings of the Sum- 
mary Court as already recorded, i pass the following order;— 

Ordiance VI of 1919 gives this Court the option of proceeding on 
the evidence recorded in the Sommsry Court or trying the case denovo. 
As the case calls for prompt decision in the interest of the Public secu- 
rity, I think it is highly undesirable that the case should bs heard 
denom. Nor do I see the necessity of granting an adjournment for 
the purpose of giving the accused time to procure copies of the 
Summary Court’s record. They have been given the opportunity of 
recalling all the witnesses, if they so wish, and they are alreay familiar 
with the evidence which has been material for patting any further 
questions that might occur to them on the reappearance of the witnesses. 

I fail to see what useful purjose will be secured by granting aii 
adjournment. Accordingly 1 shall proceed to decide the case on the 
evidence recorded by the Summary Court as requested by the accused 
iu the 3rd alternative, 

(Sd), A. L. Hoyle, 

Magistrate First Oiasi, 


040 Eifplemsafcary Siairniiiti* A eoPiM^ 

Copij r>/ Urn fiffilimiion (luted lG^G-<^l9iiU / rese^dM % Ihdh Hitj^ 
I'Jmgrjiiil Sbigh^ Kur Ihp^ S^ffder Shhjh and CUiit Rm)} 

iit iim G(jUH of xL L* lloyh^ Eequm\ /* V 4i^^fi«!rril£' hd ciag^ 
0 / ilia Lij^illpm Duirkt ot ljjal\pui\ and tlm order im$md thtvtmK 

III lie Gullit of A* L. H..y!es h C S, Ma>*yr4it# First 

Glass Lji4ll|mi% 

Grt^B terstis Todli Eij mul twf^hQ otlier^ 

Ofiei'ites iiriilc:!* KectioBB 14S, 506 liitiua Peaai Cotie arui Kiila 
,D6feB'C0 of lri<lia ,Ael* ■ 

The accti^edl in tiio above iEeatioiied caso pul hi Iha following 
objections to the trial of 

(a) Tlicre u a cleur iBiqrioder of the charges and accii^'ol whicli 
is illegal ^ncl lihely to hamper the acmased in their defence* 

(b) No specific charge agaiiiet any particular aeonsei hm ao 
far ken fraraeii Thereforcj Ihs accused art iiuable to dcfcicle 
what prosecutioa witnesses to resummoiii nor can they pro* 
perly aieei the charges which are sot knowR lo thoTi), 

( 0 ) The cofies of the previous atateroerits of the proseciitioa 
witnesses not having been siipplkd in spite of an ipplicalion 
" the acensed pray for an adjonrntoeni to enable Iheia to oblaiii' 
the copies and to cros6*exainine the prosicntion wilneiais 
■who have been, resammonadl just now* 

(Sd% Bodh Kaj« 

,, Bhaggsl Earn* 

gi Sant Singliii ' 

,5 Nnr Din. 

Sunder Slogiit 
t% Chinl Eain* 

Orden 


OVieotion (a) has bean disallowed in my order passed at tli oofa* 
mmmmm% of to-day *8 proceedings, Objeotion {h} ki no weighk 
The aosnsed are already fully aware of the specifio allegations which 
have been mad© agaiesfj them. A§ regards objeeiion (c) I do not 
propose to grant an adjournment as the material already in |N 3 ssissioa 
of the accused and their counsel should be am pie ^ to tlkw of ttieb 
ofoss*ex«ininatiott as may be 'necessary, 

' (Sdb A*i4l0yk 


SapptemeBtary 8tat©tti6uts-5l7 L eonid. 041 

Dietriet Magistrate’s Order regarding eldims under Section 15 A for 
burning hhusa at LyaUpur, 

There are two claims : 

1 Originallj received on 25-4-1919 and retnrned for amend* 
ment for loss of Government bhnsat This claim was ansended and 
received back from the Additional Secretary to Government, Punjab, 
with his letter No. 14,057 dated 23rd May, 1919. The claim as it now 
stands amounts to Rs. 48037-1 0. 

2. A claim originally received on 25-1-1919 for the loss of private 
bhnsa. This amounts to Ks, 1317-6-2, 

I have not seen all the police and judicial files. The facts of the 
case are as follows : — 

There was a hartal in Lyalipnr which began on April 13 and 
persisted through the week. Various unlawful assemblies and petty 
riots* offences nnder Rule 25 of the Defence of India Act, offences 
under Section 147 and 506, Indian Penal Code,oocured in Lyalipnr itself 
on April 13th and 14tfa, 

On April 17th a gang went out from Lyalipnr to Ohak Jbomra 
and retnrned along the Railway and smashed some telegraph insulators 
and cut some wires. 

There were no riots or disturbances in Lyailpur that day ,* though 
shops were shut no disorder or uulawful assemblies were noticed in the 
town itself. The gang alluded to seem to have got back to Lyallpur 
at 6 or 6-30 p. m. 

The hhusa stacks which consist of large pyramids of bales lieing on 
some open ground between the goods sidings and the factories. They 
are separated from the town by the goods sidings and goods yard. The 
goods yard gate was closed that day. A considerable space occupied 
by the Normal School, and the District Board Barm separate the goods 
yard from the town of Lyalipnr. There was picket of Indian Infantry 
On the road which leads past the Normal School and the Sarai and 
separates them from the town. A patrol visits the goods yard and the 
Elevator. 

The bbasa appears to have gone on fire between 8-16 p^m, an4 
645 p.m. The fire was noticed by the picket at about 8 40| The 
I, r.P. 80 
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night was dark ; there was strong wind blowing fwai the direotinn of 
the factories at the time. This wind later developed into a dtii-t slorm 
of great violence. 

The stack or rather pyramid of bales whieli wuh nearest to the 
factories had taken fire. The fire had begun on the side sjeai est to tho 
factories. The BirU covering or roof over tho kih-s Lad enught iirt*. 
The fire communicated itself to the bales at once. Tlio viia<il'nL>.r ui the 
bhusa stacks was absent at the time. The Btarc-kee|.or of the OliiCcr 
in charge oE baling operations arrived shortly after the; lir<’ Lai 
begun, I reached the spot with cavalry very shortly titter the lire 
had begun, A few people from tho faetorks,a few uiemberaof tho 
Municipal Staff and the Store-keeper alluded to above were tho only 
persons on the spot when I arrived. There was no information of any 
crowd having visited the stacks or of any single person having boon 
seen near the stacks. The absence of the chaitkidar seoms to have been 
due to laziness and not to have been arranged or premeditated. Neither 
patrol Hor picket saw anything suspicious in tho vicinity of tho goods 
yard, The subsequent dust storm and covering of tho ground fay foot 
prints of the helpers who tried to prevent the fire spreading to other 
stacks prevented all possibility of track evidence, 

A very exhaustive police enquiry was made ; no trace of anything 
bearing on the burning of the bhusa came out. There wore sumo 
approvers in the Lyallpur eases who were associates and in the secret 
of those who were convicted in the Lyallpur disorders. None wl thoso, 
however, bad any information to give in regard to tho burning of 
bhusa which does not seem to have formed part of the plans 
of their associates. 


There was a strong suspicion at the time that this was the work of 
an .incendiary 5 because, 

1. Similar acts had occurred elsewhere in conneotion with the 
.disorders, 

A plot to burn bhusa had been alleged to exist atTo!l» Tek 

: The fact that goods had been moved from the goods yard the 

day before the police enquiry, has failed to connect the burning of this 
bhhsawvith the act of any incendiary or with any riot] or rioters. Those 
oenVicted in jail in disorders were questioned by me, Tht^ 
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have now afkw conviction no object in concealing what they know and 
have given information on a number o£ other points, but none of them 
have any inforiHikion to give about the bhusa. 

1 have examined the theory of whether it was the act of some 
villager or viilagorsj bat no clue has been obtained. 

Four factories were working on the day in question ; one of them 
was ill close proximity to the stacks. Daring the winter months no fire 
were caused to bhnsa by factories working ; but since April there have 
been a number of fires in piles of open cotton in factory yards due to 
cinders from chimneys, etc. It is possible, though not likely, on 
account of the distance, that this may have been the cause of the bhusa 
Are. 

I have been unable to find anything except suspicion to point to 
this injury having arisen froa; riot and nnlawfal assembly within the 
area. 

I am unable, tbe-r-' tore, to make the assessment contemplated in 
Section 15 A (2)( e) of the Police Act. 

(Sd). F, P. Da Mont Morency, 
District Magistrate, 

Lyallpur. 



Plan referred to\in statemenl No, 5:13 ^ page ^:70 
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4-nnexture to statement No. 545. ( vide ; page, 703 ). 

In the district of Lyallpur. 

In the Court of Sardar Khajsan Singh, Magistrate. 

Ist class, of the Lyallpnr District, at Iiyallpar, 

Oriminal case No. 524/1. 

Name of Manza; Lyallpor, 

NameofThana; Lyallpur. 

Date of institution of the case in the Court; 13-9-19. 

Date of decision of the case in the Court: Pending. 

The Crown 

Versus 

Hakam Singh son of Qobinda Mai Saraf, 2. Harnara Singh Mohat 
Singh, Khatri, 3. Bihari . Lai son of Tek Chand Arora, 4. Sobba Earn 
son of Devi Dass, Khatri, 5. Dr. Amir Chand son of Ram Chand, now 
at Lyallpur, 6. Sundar Singh son of Lakhmii Siagh now at Chak 
41 J. B. (Accused). 

Offence charged with law applicjible under Section 14 3 of I. P. 0 
and Rule 24 29 of Defence of India Consolidated Rales, 

The Crown 
rsf'S 

1. Unkam Singh soa of Gobinda Mai Saraf, Lyallpur, 2, Harnam 
Singh son of Mohar Singh Khatri, Lyallpur, 3. Bihari La! son of Tek. 
Chand, Arora, Lyallpur, 4, Sobha Ram son ol Devi Das Khatri, (boot 
selles) Lyallpnr, 5. Dr. Amir Chand son of Ram Chand Arora of 
Kamalia now in Lyallpnr, 6. Suudar Singh son of Lakhmir Singh, 
Jat of Bhora District A mritsar, now Chak 41 Jhang Branch, District 
Lyallpnr, 

Complaint under Section 143, Indian Penal Code, Rule 14/29 of 
Dflfenoe of India Consolidated Rules. 

Showetb: — 

L That on dates between 13th and 17th April, 1919, a general 
haHal was observed in the Lyallpnr Town and force and persnastion 
and coercion were in several cases used to carry on this propaganda, 



II, That on the 14th Ajiril, 1918 as a part of this scheme the 
above meotionad accused inJucoi, coarcBl the jiirjioiia mentioned 
in the annexed schedule, who are in the service of lii^ Majesty 
and whom the accused knew to bv such, to disrej^arti and fail 
in their duty by staying away froui their offices on a working day, 
which was a direct coatraveutton of Hula Id of the Uofence of Imlia 
Consolidated Rales, 

ill. That the said aaonsed in order to commit the offence men- 
tioned above, formed themselves into an unlawfnl assembly within the 
meaning of Section 141 Indian Penal Coda. 

IV. It is prayed that the accused maybe punished nnder Idd 
Indian Penal Code read with Rule ^9 of the Defence ot India < 'onso* 
lidated Rnles, 


Ijyallpar. 


(Sd.) Shankar Dass, 

Public Prosecutor. 


(Sd.) E, n. Dobson. 

District Magistrate. 

llltb September, 1919, 


i 
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